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AKC Agility League Championship Crating Area Decorating Contest Rules 

OFFICIAL RULES 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN.  MANY WILL ENTER, FEW WILL 

WIN.  A PURCHASE OR PAYMENT OF ANY KIND WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR 

CHANCES OF WINNING.  INTERNET ACCESS AND EMAIL ADDRESS REQUIRED. ALL 

FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS WILL APPLY. 

VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. 

1. Eligibility: The AKC Agility League Championship Crating Area Decorating Contest is 

open to legal residents of the fifty (50) United States and the District of Columbia, who are 

at least eighteen (18) years of age or the age of majority in their jurisdiction of residence, 

whichever is greater, at the time of entry. Employees of The American Kennel Club, Inc. 

and its affiliated companies (“Contest Entities”) as well as the immediate family (spouse, 

parents, siblings and children) and household members are not eligible to enter. 

Participation in the Contest constitutes entrant’s full and unconditional agreement to these 

Official Rules and Sponsor’s decisions, which are final and binding in all matters related 

to this Contest. Winning a prize is contingent upon fulfilling all requirements set forth 

herein. The Contest is subject to all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations 

and is void where prohibited by law. 

2. Sponsor: The American Kennel Club, Inc., 101 Park Avenue, Fifth Floor, New York, NY, 

10178. 

3. Agreement to Official Rules and Policies: By participating, entrants agree to abide by 

and be bound by these Official Rules. The decisions of the Sponsor are final and binding 

in all respects. Winning a prize is contingent upon fulfilling all requirements set forth 

herein. 

4. Contest Period: The Contest begins November 6, 2026, at 8:00 am ET and ends on 

November 7, 2026, at 6:00 pm ET (the “Contest Period”). Sponsor’s computer is the 

official time-keeping device for this Contest. All entries must be submitted live at the AKC 

Agility League National Championship at the James Hunt Horse Arena in Raleigh, NC, 

according to the method described below.  

5. How to Enter:  

a. Entry Method: Team captains must submit their entries for the contest upon 

check-in at the AKC Agility League National Championship from 12:00 pm 

(noon) to 5:00 pm ET on November 5, 2026, or from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm ET on 

November 6, 2026.  

b. Entry Submissions: Each entrant may submit an entry form that will be distributed 

at the check-in table in the James Hunt Horse Arena. Entry forms must include the 

team name and division, captain name and contact information (address, phone 

number and email), and the crating area reservation number. All entrants who do 

submit their entry in violation of these requirements will be disqualified.  Use of 

any automated system or of multiple accounts to enter the Contest is prohibited and 

may result in disqualification.  Sponsor is not responsible for lost, late, incomplete, 

invalid, unintelligible or misdirected entries, which will be disqualified. 
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c. Requirements for Entry: 

i. Decorations must only be used inside the reserved crating area of the team 

entering the contest. Items hung from the walls may be adhered only using 

painter’s tape.  

ii. The decorations must not be derogatory, offensive, threatening, defamatory, 

disparaging, libelous or contain any content that is inappropriate, indecent, 

sexual, profane, tortious, slanderous, discriminatory in any way or that 

promotes hatred or harm against any group or person, or otherwise does not 

comply with the theme and spirit of the Contest. 

iii. The decorations must not contain material that violates, misappropriates or 

infringes upon any law or regulation or the rights of any third party 

including, but not limited to, any copyright, trademark or any rights of 

publicity or privacy, or any other intellectual property or proprietary rights. 

6. License to Use Entries: By entering the Contest, all entrants hereby irrevocably grant to 

Sponsor, its affiliates, licensees, agents and assignees and other working for it or on its 

behalf a royalty-free, fully paid-up, perpetual, transferable, sublicensable (through multiple 

tiers), worldwide, non-exclusive license to use, perform, display, reproduce, distribute, 

modify, make derivative works of, make, have made, sell, offer to sell, import, and 

otherwise exploit (without limitation as to when or to the number of times used) each 

element of an entrants’ entry  (including, but not limited to, the photo submitted) in 

connection with the Contest, the promotion of the Contest, and in any other manner at the 

discretion of Sponsor in any media now or hereafter known including, but not limited to, 

on Sponsor’s Web pages, social media pages and other digital media, newsletters, third 

party sites, print materials, television and other broadcast media, for marketing and/or 

advertising. 

Display or publication of any photo on Sponsor’s Website does not indicate the entrant will 

be selected as a winner.  Sponsor will not be required to pay any consideration or seek any 

additional approval in connection with use of an entry. 

7. Winner Determination: Once all entries have been submitted, they will be judged by a 

panel of AKC Staff based on the following judging criteria: 

Creativity (50%),  

Fit to the Team Name theme (50%) 

In the event of a tie for a potential winner, the head judge will select the potential winner 

based on Creativity of the decorations. 

8. Winner Notification: So long as the prize winners haven’t notified Sponsor of their desire 

to withdraw themselves from the contest prior to 6:00 pm ET on November 7, 2026, the 

prize winners will be announced at the morning briefing of the AKC Agility League 

Championship on November 8, 2026, and the team captain will be notified by phone. The 

prize winners must continue to comply with all terms and conditions of these Official Rules 

and winning is contingent upon fulfilling all requirements.  The prizes will be fulfilled at 

the event by 6:00 pm ET on November 8, 2026. If the team captain is not available to pick 
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up the prize at the event, the prizes will be mailed within 6 weeks to the team captain. By 

entering the Contest, entrants agree to the use by Sponsor and its designees of their names, 

statements and photographs/likenesses for advertising and promotional purposes for this 

and similar promotions, worldwide, and in perpetuity, in any and all forms of media, now 

known or hereafter devised (including and without limitation, the Internet) without 

additional compensation except where prohibited by law.  Upon request, prize winners 

agree to consent to such request in writing. 

9. Prizes: There will be three winning teams selected: first, second and third placements. The 

teams will receive a large rosette. Prize winners are responsible for all taxes and fees, if 

any, associated with prize receipt. 

10. General Conditions: Sponsor reserves the right to cancel, suspend and/or modify the 

Contest, or any part of it, if any fraud, technical failures, human error or any other factor 

impairs the integrity or proper functioning of the Contest, as determined by Sponsor in its 

sole discretion.  Sponsor reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to disqualify any 

individual it finds to be tampering with the entry process or the operation of the Contest or 

to be acting in violation of the Official Rules of this or any other Contest or in an 

inappropriate, unsportsmanlike or disruptive manner. Any attempt by any person to 

deliberately undermine the legitimate operation of the Contest may be a violation of 

criminal and civil law, and, should such an attempt be made, Sponsor reserves the right to 

seek damages from any such person to the fullest extent permitted by law.  Sponsor’s 

failure to enforce any term of these Official Rules shall not constitute a waiver of that. 

11. Release and Limitations of Liability: By participating in the Contest, entrants agree to 

release and hold the Contest Entities and their respective related companies, parents, 

subsidiaries, affiliates, and their respective agents and agencies, promotional partners, and 

their respective officers, directors, employees and agents (collectively, the “Released 

Parties”) from and against any claim or cause of action arising out of participation in the 

Contest or use of the prize, including, but not limited to: (a) unauthorized human 

intervention in the Contest; (b) technical errors related to computers, servers, providers, or 

telephone or network lines; (c) printing errors; (d) errors in the administration of the 

Contest; (e) late, lost, stolen, illegible, inaccurate, delayed, misdirected or undeliverable, 

posts, email, mail; or (f) injury or damage to persons or property which may be caused, 

directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, from entrant’s participation in the Contest. 

Entrants further agree that in any cause of action, the Released Parties’ liability will be 

limited to the cost of entering and participating in the Contest and in no event shall the 

Released Parties be liable for attorney’s fees. Entrants waive the right to claim any damages 

whatsoever, including, but not limited to, punitive, consequential, direct, or indirect 

damages. 

To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, entrant hereby irrevocably waives all 

legal and equitable rights relating to all liabilities, claims, demands, actions, suits, damages, 

and expenses, including but not limited to claims for copyright or trademark infringement, 

infringement of moral rights, libel, defamation, invasion of any rights of privacy (including 

intrusion, false light, public disclosure of private facts, and misappropriation of name or 

likeness), violation of rights of publicity, physical or emotional injury or distress, or any 

similar claim or cause of action in tort, contract, or any other legal theory, now known or 

hereafter known in any jurisdiction throughout the world (collectively, “Claims”), arising 
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directly or indirectly from the exercise of rights by Sponsor, its affiliates, licensees, agents 

and assignees and other working for it or on its behalf under these Official Rules or the 

production, exhibition, exploitation, advertising, promotion, or other use of entrant’s entry, 

and whether resulting in whole or in part from the negligence of Sponsor, its affiliates, 

licensees, agents and assignees and other working for it or on its behalf, or any other person, 

and entrant hereby covenants not to make or bring any such Claim against Sponsor, its 

affiliates, licensees, agents and assignees and other working for it or on its behalf, and 

forever releases and discharges the Sponsor, its affiliates, licensees, agents and assignees 

and other working for it or on its behalf from liability under such Claims. 

 

12. Disputes: Except where prohibited, entrants agree that any and all disputes, claims and 

causes of action arising out of, or connected with, the Contest or any prize awarded 

(“Disputes”) shall be resolved individually, without resort to any form of class action, and 

exclusively by the appropriate court located in New York, New York. All Claims, issues 

and questions concerning the construction, validity, interpretation and enforceability of 

these Official Rules, or the rights and obligations of entrants, or the rights and obligations 

of the Sponsor in connection with the Contest, shall be governed by, and construed in 

accordance with, the laws of the State of New York and the federal laws of the United 

States of America without giving effect to any choice of law or conflict of law rules 

or provisions, which would cause the application of the laws of any jurisdiction other than 

New York.  Entrants agree that: (1) any and all Disputes, judgments and awards shall be 

limited to actual out-of-pocket costs, but in no event including attorneys’ fees, 

disbursements or court costs; and (2) under no circumstances will entrant be permitted to 

obtain awards for, and entrant hereby waives all rights to claim, punitive, incidental and 

consequential damages, and any other damages, other than for actual out-of-pocket costs. 

13. Collection and Use of Personal Information: By entering the Contest, entrants agree to 

Sponsor’s collection, use and disclosure of entrant’s personal information as described in 

Sponsor’s Privacy Notice, located at  https://www.akc.org/privacy/ and entrants agree that 

personal data submitted with an entry, including but not limited to name, mailing address, 

phone number and email address may be collected, processed, shared, disclosed, stored, 

maintained and otherwise used by Sponsor for the purposes of conducting and 

administering the Contest; for marketing purposes by the Sponsor if entrant has opted-in 

to receive marketing communication from Sponsor; and for any other purpose outlined in 

these Official Rules. 

14. Prize Winners List: To request the name of the prize winners, send a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope to American Kennel Club, 101 Park Avenue, New York, New York 

10178, before November 15, 2026.  For the prize winners list, you can also send an email 

to AgilityLeague@akc.org with the subject line AKC Agility League Crate Area 

Decoration Contest. Prize winners list requests will only be accepted after the end of the 

Contest Period (listed above). Prize winners expressly agree to Sponsor’s use of his/her 

name for this purpose. 
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