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What's New in Government

Relations

Summer is fast approaching. And like

schools, many legislatures are winding

down for the year, or at least preparing

for summer recess. 

As lawmakers reach the end of sessions,

it’s common to see a plethora of bills and

amendments moving very quickly.  AKC

Government Relations (AKC GR) is

working hard to keep you up to date on

the fast-moving activity that could

impact dogs, dog owners, and dog

sports, and we encourage you to review

the updates in this newsletter to see the

latest information.  

READ MORE

 

The articles below are a digest of blogs recently published by AKC Government

Relations. To view all resources, please click here.

New in the AKC Legislative

Action Center: Hosting

Lawmakers at Dog Shows

Your club invited your lawmaker to your

show, trial, or community event and

they’ve agreed to come… Now what? 

READ MORE

 

AKC Briefs Hill on Differences

between Animal Rights from

Animal Welfare

Recently, the American Kennel Club

(AKC) presented an educational briefing

to Congressional staff on the

differences between animal

rights/protection and animal welfare-

based philosophies in public policy.

READ MORE

 

AKC Lauds Passage of House

Farm Bill with Priorities for

Animal Welfare, Dog Owners

and Sportsmen

Yesterday, the U.S. House of

Representatives passed HR 7567,

the Farm, Food, and National Security

Act of 2026, also known as the Farm

Bill. This measure reauthorizes key U.S.

Department of Agriculture (USDA)

programs for five years and addresses

federal priorities for numerous animal

related issues, including animal welfare

provisions in the federal Animal Welfare

Act (AWA). 

READ MORE

 

AKC Urges Renewed Support

for House Farm Bill

Today the American Kennel Club is

pleased to urge renewed support for the

Farm, Food, and National Security Act

of 2026, and particularly the animal

care enhancement provisions in Title

XII. 

READ MORE

 

Iowa State Representative

Samantha Fett Honored with

AKC Legislator of the Year

Award

The American Kennel Club (AKC) has

named Iowa State

Representative Samantha Fett (Dist. 22-

Warren County) as a recipient of

its 2026 Legislator of the Year Award,

recognizing her leadership and

dedication to advancing effective,

commonsense legislation for dogs and

responsible dog owners in Iowa. 

READ MORE

 

Two Oklahoma Lawmakers

Honored as AKC Legislators of

the Year

The American Kennel Club (AKC)

Government Relations team is proud to

recognize Oklahoma State

Representative David Hardin and State

Representative John Pfeiffer as 2026

Legislators of the Year for their

outstanding leadership and

commitment to protecting responsible

dog ownership. 

READ MORE

 

Legislative Information and Updates

Linked below are some highlights of pending legislation impacting dog ownership

and dog owners’ rights across the country. For more information on these issues,

and information on how you can get involved, visit the AKC GR Legislative Action

Center here.

Visit the 2026 Legislation Tracking map for the most up-to-date information on

state and federal legislation. This site, updated each weekday, provides the latest

bill text, status, and links to legislative alerts posted by the AKC. 

In addition to tracking and responding to legislative proposals, AKC Government

Relations addresses dog-related regulatory proposals from the U.S. federal

government, all 50 states, and the District of Columbia. AKC GR’s Regulatory

Resource Center provides updates on federal and state regulatory issues that may

impact dog owners.

Federal

Issues that may

affect all dog

owners in the U.S.

State

Issues specific to

your state 

Local

Issues at the city,

county, and

metropolitan levels,

and in U.S.

territories 

Regulatory

Regulatory issues

at the federal, state,

and local levels

 

Please contact AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org for more information

or to let us know what’s happening in your local community.
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