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ATTENTION DELEGATES 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

The next meeting of the Delegates will 
be held at the Doubletree Newark Airport 
Hotel on Tuesday, September 15, 2026. 
For the sole purpose of conducting the vote 
for the Delegate Standing Committees, the 
meeting will be called to order at 9:30 a.m. 
After those present at that time have voted, 
the Delegate Meeting will recess to begin 
the Forum (approximately 1 hour in dura-
tion). The Delegate Meeting will reconvene 
following the conclusion of the Forum at 
which time anyone who had not yet voted 
will have the opportunity to do so, then the 
polls will be closed.

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS

Rylee Carlon, Richland, WA,  
Richland Kennel Club

Dr. Lisa A. Connor, Saint Helena 
Island, SC, Great Pyrenees Club  
of America 

Anna K. Gracie, Ocean, NJ,  
Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen Club  
of America 

Spencer Guynup, Puyallup, WA,  
Puyallup Valley Dog Fanciers 

Laurie Isaacson, Castro Valley, CA,  
Santa Clara Dog Training Club

Click here to read the 
July 2026 issue!
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TRIAL BOARDS

APPEALS TRIAL BOARD
MARTHA FELTENSTEIN,

ESQ., CHAIR 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
VINCENT INDEGLIA, ESQ.

SAMUEL KOVITZ, ESQ.
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
KATHI BROWN

MEDORA HARPER
CARL HOLDER
DR. JOHN IOIA

LAURIE MAULUCCI
ROBERT NEWMAN

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
DIANA L SKIBINSKI

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK
GLENDA STEPHENSON

MICHELE WRATH

PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR

JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
FRANK BARTON

REX GIBSON
ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2027
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

CLASS OF 2028
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

SALLY L. FINEBURG
DR. MICHAEL G. KNIGHT

CLASS OF 2029
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES

EDUARDO FUGIWARA
ROBIN STANSELL
SYLVIA THOMAS

CLASS OF 2030
DOMINIC P. CAROTA

SUE GOLDBERG
JASON HOKE

GINA M. DINARDO, Ex Officio
THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding 
the integrity of its registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type 
and function.
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the purebred 
dog as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the 
rights of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DR. MICHAEL G. KNIGHT, VICE CHAIRMAN

VICE PRESIDENTS

KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services
RONALD FURMAN, Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship

BRANDI HUNTER MUNDEN, Public Relations & Communications
ASHLEY JACOT, Education

DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events
HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel

MARI-BETH O’NEILL, Sport Services
PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services

DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development
TIM THOMAS, Conformation

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
GINA M. DINARDO 

President & 
Chief Executive Officer

THEODORE E. PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, President Emeritus

SHEILA GOFFE 
Executive Secretary & 

Vice President, Government Relations
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Debra Lindsay, Shelton, CT,  
Trap Falls Kennel Club

Ashley Maas, Ankeny, IA,  
Central Iowa Kennel Club

Walter Sommerfelt, Lenoir City, TN, 
Tennessee Valley Kennel Club 

Sebastian Steele, Des Moines, IA,  
Des Moines Kennel Club 

Susan Swords, Scott Depot, WV,  
Magic Valley Kennel Club 

Lauren Westover, Cameron, NC, 
Fayetteville Kennel Club 

Tina Winston, Philpot, KY,  
Miniature American Shepherd Club  
of the USA

Katherine A. Wright, New York, NY, 
Montgomery County Kennel Club

REPRIMANDS AND FINES
NOTICE

As a result of an Event Committee  
determination the following individuals 
stands suspended of AKC privileges. It 
should be noted that this determination 
may still be appealed and may be reversed. 
Upon expiration of the appeal process, an 
appropriate notice describing the status 
of the individual’s suspension, if any, will 
appear in this column:	

Ms. Kathy Doehler (Pueblo, CO)

Ms. Jeanene Hayes (Sidney, OH)

Ms. Michelle Jacobson (Strathmore, CA)

Ms. Gina Massolo (Cottonwood, CA)

Ms. Deena Mathog (Rochester, MI)

NOTICE
Mr. George Chandler (Clovis, CA). 

Action was taken by the NorCal Golden 
Retriever Club for conduct at its March 
15, 2026 event. Mr. Chandler was 
charged with violation of AKC Rules 
& Regulations or Club Regulations and 
improper treatment in connection with 
an event. The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the combined penalty as a three-
month suspension of all AKC privileges 
and imposed a $300 fine, effective April 
27, 2026. (Labrador Retrievers)

NOTICE
Ms. Julie Covert (Mary Esther, FL). 

Action was taken by the Meri-Miss Kennel 
Club for conduct at its March 26, 2026 
event. Ms. Covert was charged with failure 
to properly control a dog at an event. The 
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty 
as a three-month event suspension and 
imposed a $500 fine, effective March 27, 
2026. (American Staffordshire Terriers)

NOTICE
Ms. Tiffany Dennis (Citrus Heights, 

CA). Action was taken by the Golden 
Gate Pembroke Welsh Corgi Fanciers 
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for conduct at its March 8, 2026 event. 
Ms. Dennis was charged with inappropri-
ate, abusive, or foul language. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as a 
reprimand and imposed a $100 fine, effec-
tive March 8, 2026. (Belgian Malinois)

NOTICE
Ms. Carol Fellbaum (Houston, TX). 

Action was taken by the Bayou Kennel 
Association for conduct at its April 17, 
2026 event. Ms. Fellbaum was charged 
with unsportsmanlike conduct during 
an event. The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a one-month event 
suspension and imposed a $100 fine, 
effective April 18, 2026. (Bichon Frises)

NOTICE
Mr. William Salazar (Boulder City, NV). 

Action was taken by the Apple Valley 
Kennel Club for conduct at its April 25, 
2026 event. Mr. Salazar was charged  
with harassment, written or verbal and 
disruptive behavior at an event. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a one year suspension of all AKC privi-
leges and imposed at $1,000 fine, effective 
May 4, 2026. (Border Terrier)

NOTICE
Mr. Mike Thomas (Reno, NV). Action 

was taken by the Oakland Kennel Club 
for conduct at its March 22, 2026 event. 
Mr. Thomas was charged with inappro-
priate, abusive, or foul language. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty 
as a one-month event suspension and 
imposed a $500 fine, effective May 4, 
2026. (Flat-Coated Retriever)

NOTICE
Mr. Richard Wiest (Rodman, NY). 

Action was taken by the Baltimore County 
Kennel Club for conduct at its April 
17, 2026 event. Mr. Wiest was charged 
with failure to properly control a dog at 
an event. The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a reprimand and 
imposed a $200 fine. (Pointer)

NOTICE
On March 23, 2026, the Trial Board 

(Robert Newman, Esq., Chair, Betty-
Anne Stenmark, Michele Wrath) of The 
American Kennel Club heard charges 
against Mr. Phillip Lanier, (Stafford, VA) 
for violating AKC’s Personal Conduct 
Policy. The Trial Board sustained the 
charges and suspended Mr. Lanier from 
all AKC privileges for six months, and 
imposed a $500 fine, effective May 9, 
2026. (Basset Hounds)  
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NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended the following 
individuals from all AKC privileges for 
six months and imposed a $500 fine, for 
refusal to make their dogs and records 
available for inspection when requested:

Effective May 26, 2026:

Ms. Peggy Arnold (Trenton, GA)  
Chow Chows

Ms. Georgia Derleth (Pleasant Hill, 
MO) German Shepherd Dogs

Ms. Kimberly Foster (Viola, IL) 
Labrador Retrievers

Mr. Alfonso Lomeli (Chicago, IL) 
French Bulldogs

Ms. Nancy Perkins (Roy, WA) 
Miniature Schnauzers

Mr. Travis Scott (Trenton, GA)  
Golden Retrievers

Ms. Jean Simmons (Leesburg, FL)  
Shi Tzus

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Ms. Marie 
Dorris (Woodward, OK) from registration 
privileges for three months and imposed 
a $500 fine, effective May 26, 2026, for 
submitting an online application without 
written permission from the co-owner or 
co-litter owner. (Multiple Breeds)

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE 
CHARTER AND BYLAWS OF THE 
AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC. – 
ARTICLE XIV, SECTION 1
The AKC Board does not endorse the  
following amendment to Article XIV, 
Section 1 of the Charter and Bylaws 
of The American Kennel Club, Inc., 
proposed by the Delegate Bylaws  
Committee. Pursuant to Article XX,  
Section 3 of the AKC Bylaws, the Bylaws 
Committee demanded that it be brought 
forward to the Delegates. This will be 
voted on at the September 15, 2026  
Delegate Meeting.

ARTICLE XIV
SECTION 1
The Event Committee of a club or asso-
ciation shall have the right and responsi-
bility to suspend any person from AKC 
privileges for conduct prejudicial to the 
best interest of purebred dogs, purebred 
dog events, or the AKC, alleged to have 
occurred in connection with or during 
the progress of its event, after the alleged 
offender has been given the opportunity 
to be heard. 

When the penalty for the offense as set 
forth in the guidelines authorized by the 
Board of Directors provides for a rep-
rimand in certain instances, the Event 
Committee shall have the authority to 
stay the suspension pending a final deter-
mination by the AKC.
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The complaint shall be verified by the com-
plainant stating that the complainant has 
read the complaint, has knowledge of the facts 
stated in the complaint, and affirms and ver-
ifies under penalty of perjury that the com-
plaint is true and correct. The Complainant 
shall furnish a deposit, the amount to be es-
tablished by the AKC Board of Directors. The 
deposit shall become the property of the Club. 

If the Event Committee finds merit in the 
complaint and exercises jurisdiction in the 
matter, the deposit shall be returned to the 
Complainant. If the Event Committee finds 
no merit in the complaint, the deposit shall be 
kept by the Event giving Club.

Notice in writing must be sent promptly 
by certified and by first class mail by the 
Event Committee to the person suspend-
ed and a duplicate notice giving the name 
and address of the person suspended and 
full details as to the reasons for the sus-
pension and if applicable, the reasons for 
the stay of suspension must be forwarded 
to the AKC (ATTENTION: Executive 
Secretary) within five days.

An appeal may be taken from a decision 
of an Event Committee and any subse-
quent disciplinary action applied by the 
AKC. Notice in writing claiming such ap-
peal together with a deposit, at an amount 
established by the AKC Board of Direc-
tors, must be sent to the AKC (ATTEN-
TION: Executive Secretary) within thirty 

days after the date of the suspension. The 
appeal shall be determined by a Trial 
Board whose decision is final. The deposit 
shall become the property of the AKC if 
the decision is upheld in whole or in part 
or shall be returned to the appellant if the 
decision is not upheld in whole or in part.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES 
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS – CHAPTER 
11, SECTION 8
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to Chapter 11, Section 
8 of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, 
proposed by the Dog Show Rules  
Committee. This will be voted on at the  
September 15, 2026 Delegate Meeting.

CHAPTER 11
DOG SHOW ENTRIES, CONDITIONS OF 
DOGS AFFECTING ELIGIBILITY
SECTION 8
A dog which is blind (without useful 
vision), deaf, castrated, spayed, or which 
has been changed in appearance by artifi-
cial means except as specified in the stan-
dard for its breed, or a male which does 
not have two normal testicles normally 
located in the scrotum, may not compete 
at any conformation show and will be dis-
qualified except that:

•  a castrated male may be entered as 
Stud Dog in the Stud Dog Class.

•  a spayed bitch may be entered as 
Brood Bitch in the Brood Bitch Class. 
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•  A dog will not be considered to have 
been changed by artificial means 
because of removal of dewclaws or 
docking of tail if it is of a breed in 
which such removal or docking is a 
regularly approved practice which is 
not contrary to the standard

•  neutered dogs and spayed bitches 
would be allowed to compete in Veter-
ans and all other single entry non-reg-
ular classes only at independent spe-
cialties and/or those all-breed shows 
which do not offer any competitive 
classes beyond Best of Breed. 

When a conformation judge finds any 
of these conditions in any dog he/she is 
judging, he/she shall disqualify the dog 
marking his book “Disqualified” and 
stating state the reason. The judge  He 
shall not obtain the opinion of the show 
veterinarian. 

When a dog has been disqualified at a 
conformation show as being blind, deaf, 
castrated, or spayed or changed in ap-
pearance by artificial means except as 
specified in the standard for its breed, 
any awards taken by such dog at that 
show shall be canceled by The American 
Kennel Club and the dog may not again 
compete in conformation unless and 
until, following application by the owner 
to The American Kennel Club, that own-
er has received official notification from 
The American Kennel Club that the dog’s 

show eligibility has been reinstated. 

When a dog has been disqualified under 
the standard for its breed, or when a male 
has been disqualified as not having two 
normal testicles normally located in the 
scrotum on three separate occasions, by 
three different judges, such dog may not 
again be shown in conformation. When 
a dog has been so disqualified at a con-
formation show, any awards taken by the 
dog at that show shall be canceled by The 
American Kennel Club. 

When the judge of a sweepstakes or futu-
rity finds that a dog is ineligible to com-
pete under this section, the dog should be 
excused, but not disqualified. A dog may 
only be disqualified in a sweepstakes or 
futurity under the provisions of Chapter 
11, Section 8-A. 

A dog is considered changed in appear-
ance by artificial means if it has been sub-
jected to any type of procedure, substance 
or drugs that have the effect of obscuring, 
disguising or eliminating any congenital 
or hereditary abnormality or any undesir-
able characteristic, or that does anything 
to improve a dog’s natural appearance, 
temperament, bite or gait. 

A dog will not be considered to have been 
changed by artificial means because of 
removal of dewclaws or docking of tail or 
cropping of ears if it is of a breed in which 
such removal or docking/cropping is a 
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regularly approved practice which is not 
contrary to the standard.

Even procedures, substances and drugs 
which are absolutely necessary to the 
health and comfort of a dog shall disqual-
ify that dog from competition if the for-
mer had the incidental effect of changing 
or even improving the dog’s appearance, 
temperament, bite, or gait. 

There may be cases in which a veterinar-
ian has prescribed some drug as being 
necessary for the health of a dog. In such 
cases, the veterinarian’s advice should be 
followed, but the dog should be withheld 
from competition in dog shows until all 
possible effects of the drug have worn off.

Procedures that would in and of themselves 
be considered a change in appearance by 
artificial means and make a dog ineligible for 
shows include, but are not limited to: 

1.	 The correction of entropion, ectropion, 
trichiasis or distichiasis. 

2.	 Trimming, removing, or tattooing of 
the third eyelid (nictitating membrane) 

3.	 The insertion of an eye prosthesis 
4.	 Correction of harelip, cleft palate, ste-

notic nares, or an elongated soft palate 
resection 

5.	 Any procedure to change ear set or 
carriage other than permitted by the 
breed standard 

6.	 Restorative dental procedures, the use 
of bands or braces on teeth, or any 

alteration of the dental arcade 
7.	 The removal of excess skin folds or the 

removal of skin patches to alter mark-
ings 

8.	 Correction of inguinal, scrotal, or peri-
neal hernias 

9.	 Surgery for hip dysplasia, O.C.D., 
patellar luxation and femoral head 
restriction 

10.	Alteration of the location of the testes 
or the insertion of an artificial testicle 

11.	Altering the set or carriage of the tail
12.	The insertion of a pacemaker due to 

congenital or hereditary abnormality

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES 
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS – CHAPTER 
11, SECTION 8-D
The AKC Board has endorsed the fol-
lowing amendment to Chapter 11, Sec-
tion 8 of the Rules Applying to Dogs 
Shows, proposed by the Dog Show Rules 
Committee. This will be voted on at the 
September 15, 2026 Delegate Meeting.

CHAPTER 11
DOG SHOW ENTRIES, CONDITIONS OF 
DOGS AFFECTING ELIGIBILITY
SECTION 8-D
A dog which has been changed in appear-
ance by artificial means except as speci-
fied in the standard for its breed, may not 
compete at any conformation show and 
will be disqualified.

When a judge determines a dog has been 
changed in appearance, he/she shall mark 
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his/her book “Disqualified” and stating 
the reason. The judge shall not obtain the 
opinion of the show veterinarian.

When the judge of a sweepstakes or futu-
rity finds that a dog is ineligible to com-
pete under this section, the dog should be 
excused, but not disqualified. A dog may 
only be disqualified in a sweepstakes or 
futurity under the provisions of Chapter 
11, Section 8-A. 

A dog is considered changed in appear-
ance by artificial means if it has been sub-
jected to any type of procedure, substance 
or drugs that have the effect of obscuring, 
disguising or eliminating any congenital 
or hereditary abnormality or any undesir-
able characteristic, or that does anything 
to improve a dog’s natural appearance, 
temperament, bite or gait. 

A dog will not be considered to have been 
changed by artificial means because of 
removal of dewclaws, docking of tail, or 
cropping of ears if it is of a breed in which 
such removal or docking/cropping is a 
regularly approved practice which is not 
contrary to the standard. 

Any dog whose ears and/or tail have been 
cropped, docked, or cut in any way shall 
be ineligible to compete at any show in 
any state where the laws prohibit the same 
except subject to the provisions of such 
laws.

Even procedures, substances and drugs 
which are absolutely necessary to the 
health and comfort of a dog shall disqual-
ify that dog from conformation competi-
tion if the former had the incidental effect 
of changing or even improving the dog’s 
appearance, temperament, bite, or gait. 

There may be cases in which a veterinar-
ian has prescribed some drug as being 
necessary for the health of a dog. In such 
cases, the veterinarian’s advice should be 
followed, but the dog should be withheld 
from competition in dog shows until all 
possible effects of the drug have worn off.

Procedures that would in and of themselves 
be considered a change in appearance by 
artificial means and make a dog ineligible for 
shows include, but are not limited to: 

1.	 The correction of entropion, ectropion, 
trichiasis or distichiasis. 

2.	 Trimming, removing, or tattooing of the 
third eyelid (nictitating membrane) 

3.	 The insertion of an eye prosthesis 
4.	 Correction of harelip, cleft palate, ste-

notic nares, or an elongated soft palate 
resection 

5.	 Any procedure to change ear set or car-
riage other than permitted by the breed 
standard 

6.	 Restorative dental procedures, the use of 
bands or braces on teeth, or any alter-
ation of the dental arcade 

7.	 The removal of excess skin folds or the 
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removal of skin patches to alter mark-
ings 

8.	 Correction of inguinal, scrotal, or perine-
al hernias 

9.	 Surgery for hip dysplasia, O.C.D., pa-
tellar luxation and femoral head restric-
tion 

10.	Alteration of the location of the testes or 
the insertion of an artificial testicle 

11.	Altering the set or carriage of the tail.
12.	The insertion of a pacemaker due to 

congenital or hereditary abnormality.

CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provi-

sional judges should be addressed to the 
Judging Operations Department at PO 
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. 
Letters concerning Agility, Obedience, 
Rally, Tracking, and VST applicants 
should be addressed to the Companion 
Events Department in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the 
request of a judge or judge applicant,  
provide that individual with copies of  
letters received regarding their judging  
qualifications. As a result, it should be 
understood that any such correspondence 
will be made available, upon request, to 
the judge or judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all 
Conformation and Junior Showmanship 
judges to notify the Judging Operations 
Department of any changes or corrections 
to their address, phone, fax or emails. 
These changes are very important because 
they affect your judges’ record, the web 
site and the Judges Directory. Please notify 
Judging Operations by email at  
judgingops@akc.org.

APPLICANTS
The following persons’ applications have 

been submitted for the breed(s) specified 
but they are NOT eligible to accept 
assignments.

mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=
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NEW BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS

Tracy Doty (115565) NC
(703) 296-0070
tracylynndoty@gmail.com
Tibetan Terriers

Kathy Nusz (118883) OK
(405) 350-0109
showdogkn@gmail.com
Chinese Cresteds

Elizabeth Summa (118059) NM
(509) 627-9550
info@polarstarsamoyeds.com
Samoyeds

Alexis Weber (Alex) (118897) IL
(309) 945-7072
aussbern88@gmail.com
Australian Shepherds, JS

Ms. Emily White (118935) CA
whiteemily250@gmail.com
Italian Greyhounds

ADDITIONAL BREED JUDGING 
APPLICANTS

Mrs. Leonore Abordo (93981) NM
(505) 301-7138
oxota@yahoo.com
Rhodesian Ridgebacks

Dr. Johan Becerra-Hernandez (111406) 
FL

(689) 808-0858
johanbeclove@hotmail.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group 
(American Eskimo Dogs, Bichons Frises, 

Chinese Shar-Pei, Cotons de Tulear, 
Finnish Spitz, Keeshonden, Lowchen, 
Norwegian Lundehunds, Schipperkes, 
Shiba Inu, Tibetan Terriers, Xoloitzcuint-
lin)

Mrs. Donna Bennett (99281) OK
(918) 671-7133
donna@libertyakitas.com
Basenjis, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Salukis, 
Kuvaszok

Mr. Mike Bennett (112839) OK
(918) 760-6456
darlinmikey@libertyakitas.com
Dachshunds, Boxers, Kuvaszok

Mrs. Debarah Billings (116031) TN
(423) 483-9242
debarah@gmail.com
Maltese, Pekingese, Russian Toys, Rus-
sian Tsvetnaya Bolonki, Silky Terriers, 
Yorkshire Terriers

Mrs. Tami Rose Bradford (110125) TN
(865) 680-8264
sibemom2002@gmail.com
Danish-Swedish Farmdogs, Doberman 
Pinschers, Dalmatians

Dr. Jennie Chen (114233) MN
(512) 659-9190
jennie@romanreign.com
Norwegian Elkhounds, Portuguese Water 
Dogs, Rottweilers, Saint Bernards

Mr. John Constantine (26418) FL
(215) 527-0056
john@adamis.org
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Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, Pointers, 
German Shorthaired Pointers, English 
Setters, Irish Red and White Setters

Mr. David Fitzpatrick (27307) PA
(717) 586-0961
dcfitz7@aol.com
Airedale Terriers, American Hairless 
Terriers, Australian Terriers, Smooth Fox 
Terriers, Kerry Blue Terriers, Lakeland 
Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, Rat 
Terriers

Ms. Jane M. Gentzen (90165) AZ
(928) 910-3866
janegentzen@msn.com
Borzois, Greyhounds, Portuguese 
Podengo Pequenos

Mrs. Sally George (82793) CA
sg.gypsy@gmail.com
Belgian Laekenois, Belgian Tervuren, 
Berger Picards, Border Collies, Cardigan 
Welsh Corgis, Collies, German Shepherd 
Dogs, Miniature American Shepherds, 
Pulik, Shetland Sheepdogs

Mrs. Honey Anne Glendinning (6773) 
CN

(604) 943-4313
honeyanneg@icloud.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Chi-
huahuas, Chinese Cresteds, Havanese, 
Italian Greyhounds, Papillons, Pugs, 
Silky Terriers, Yorkshire Terriers

Mr. Neal Goodwin (45218) CT
(626) 327-2311

doggone1@mindspring.com
Berger Picards, Cardigan Welsh Corgis, 
Finnish Lapphunds, Pumik

Mrs. Nancy Griego (90264) NM
(505) 681-8020
nrgakc@spinn.net
Chow Chows, Cotons de Tulear, 
Keeshonden, Norwegian Lundehunds, 
Shiba Inu, Tibetan Spaniels

Mr. Charles P. (Skip) Herendeen (7453) 
NV

(702) 445-0050
herendeen2@aol.com
Balance of Hound Group (Azawakhs, 
Grand Basset Griffon Vendeens) 

Mr. Bill Lee (18750) CO
(720) 385-5753
plee685891@aol.com
Doberman Pinschers, Samoyeds, Austra-
lian Shepherds

Ms. Patrice Loves (102871) PA
(717) 343-8619
lovesgold@comcast.net
English Cocker Spaniels, Welsh Springer 
Spaniels

Mrs. Janice McClary (4812) CA
(562)665-2017
rjmcclary@gmail.com
Akitas, Alaskan Malamutes, Great Pyre-
nees, Newfoundlands, Saint Bernards

Ms. Sylvie McGee (95341) WA
(360) 704-8473
sylvie@sylviemcgee.net
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Leonbergers, Mastiffs, Rottweilers

Mrs. Cindy Meyer (15141) IL
(815) 985-4707
bckennel@aol.com
Barbets, Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, 
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, Curly-Coat-
ed Retrievers, Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 
Retrievers, Gordon Setters, Irish Setters, 
Irish Red and White Setters

Sarah Murphy (107979) FL
abbaioibizans@gmail.com
Afghan Hounds, Azawakhs, Black and 
Tan Coonhounds, Bluetick Coonhounds, 
Greyhounds, Pharaoh Hounds, Plott 
Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds, 
Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Treeing Walker 
Coonhounds, Whippets, Sealyham Terri-
ers, JS-Limited

Dr. Tracy Powell (101481) CT
(203) 631-7110
dulcedanes@yahoo.com
Balance of Hound Group (Basenjis, Bas-
set Fauve de Bretagnes, Bloodhounds, 
Borzois, Grand Basset Griffon Vendeens, 
Greyhounds, Irish Wolfhounds, Pharaoh 
Hounds, Salukis, Scottish Deerhounds) 

Ms. Karen R. Scheiner (103945) NJ
(609) 417-0200
Borzois, Pharaoh Hounds, Pekingese, 
Tibetan Terriers

Ms. Joyce Siddall (98695) CO
(303) 548-1125
catalinakennels@yahoo.com

Balance of Herding Group (Bergamasco 
Sheepdogs, Pyrenean Shepherds)

Rhonda Silveira (100061) OR
(503) 428-2021
rsilveira.akcjudge@outlook.com
Bullmastiffs, Dogo Argentinos, Giant 
Schnauzers, Greater Swiss Mountain 
Dogs, Leonbergers, Mastiffs, Newfound-
lands, Tibetan Mastiffs

Ms. Amy Sorbie (36968) CO
(720) 245-5781
amy@kyrov.net
Balance of Herding Group (Bergamasco 
Sheepdogs, Berger Picards, Entlebucher 
Mountain Dogs, German Shepherd 
Dogs, Polish Lowland Sheepdogs, Pyre-
nean Shepherds)

Angela Stevanus (112189) CA
(951) 640-6819
angeldotz@yahoo.com
Bulldogs, Poodles

Ms. Jeanne E. Stiner (103999) PA
(814) 602-5917
busystar@aol.com
Samoyeds

Mrs. Sherri L. Swabb (111865) OH
(937) 620-0281
slswabb@gmail.com
Samoyeds, Berger Picards, Briards, 
Shetland Sheepdogs

Ms. Nancy Talbott (5898) PA
(661) 547-9985
belgoldnt@gmail.com
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Petits Bassets Griffons Vendeens, 
Portuguese Podengo Pequenos, Poodles, 
Australian Shepherds, Belgian Tervuren, 
Icelandic Sheepdogs, Lancashire Heel-
ers, Mudik, Norwegian Buhunds, Pumik

Bella Thompson Corwin (107246) OH
(937) 844-3557
Home@belmark.us
Collies

Dr. Oleg Voloshin (101869) MD
(301) 379-8847
voloshino@yahoo.com
Labrador Retrievers, Manchester Terri-
ers

Ms. Lisa Waldo (110998) AL
(978) 870-8932
kensingtonkennels@msn.com
Pembroke Welsh Corgis, Shetland 
Sheepdogs

Erika Wyatt (107433) IL
(708) 612-3647
erika@sloughi.us
Bracchi Italiani, Belgian Laekenois, 
Belgian Malinois, Belgian Tervuren, 
Berger Picards, Lancashire Heelers, 
Pyrenean Shepherds

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING 
APPLICANTS

Mrs. Elizabeth Crisp Blake (109212) CA
(530) 400-9322
ranthombts1970@gmail.com

Ms. Renee-Lynn Kovash (118995) PA
(421) 251-6613
rkovash420@yahoo.com

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been 

approved on a Permit basis for the  
designated breeds in accordance with  
the current judging approval process. 
They may now accept assignments 
and the fancy may still offer comments  
to Judging Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES

Mrs. Jeanne Bertsch (117473) WA
(206) 295-8664
dbertsch51@comcast.net
Boston Terriers

Ms. Heather Donnelly (117537) MA
(508) 923-1109
karen.arbuthnot@gmail.com
Golden Retrievers, JS

Ms. Christiana (Chris) Gaburri 
(112608) PA

(412) 559-9536
k9brusher@gmail.com
Old English Sheepdogs

Mr. Charles “Cody” Mason (118313) IA
(319) 512-9766
aliasthebugmaniowa@yahoo.com
Bulldogs

Ms. K. Suzanne Stephens (118473) CA
(720) 987-8444
kimzachi@gmail.com
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Chihuahuas, Bulldogs, JS-Limited

Ms. Diana Terry (118495) OR
(253) 203-8874
dterry5858@gmail.com
Boston Terriers

Dr. Travis Wright (118645) WI
(202) 210-5124
traviswright@yahoo.com
Dachshunds, JS-Limited

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 

Mr. Larry C. Abbott (20217) TX
(972) 740-4881
larry@abbottusa.com
Afghan Hounds, American English 
Coonhounds, Basset Fauve de Bretagnes, 
Basset Hounds, Black and Tan Coon-
hounds, Bloodhounds, Bluetick Coon-
hounds, English Foxhounds, Harriers, 
Plott Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds, 
Treeing Walker Coonhounds

Ms. Kimberly Cardona (110939) FL
(407) 460-0089
vomdrakkenfels@gmail.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Bernese Mountain 
Dogs, Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, 
Saint Bernards, Samoyeds

Mr. Cesar Cortes (110553) NY
(917) 635-7128
cecordog@hotmail.com
Biewer Terriers, Chinese Cresteds, 
Japanese Chins, Manchester Terriers, 
Poodles, Pugs, Yorkshire Terriers

Mrs. Sara Dellorto (117193) FL
(863) 816-2080
sardione@aol.com
Dogo Argentinos, Great Pyrenees, Rott-
weilers, Lhasa Apsos, Lowchen, Tibetan 
Terriers

Ms. Elaine Demopoulos (108485) FL
(321) 948-2285
elainedemop@comcast.net
Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, American 
Foxhounds, Petits Bassets Griffons 
Vendeens, Whippets

Mrs. Terry Dennison (47424) AK
(907) 775-2913
katagnik@yahoo.com
Boxers, Great Pyrenees, Newfoundlands

Mr. John Dewing (114115) WA
(206) 371-9742
john_dewing@hotmail.com
Chinooks, Great Pyrenees, Newfound-
lands, Portuguese Water Dogs, Saint 
Bernards, Siberian Huskies

Mr. Edward A. Fojtik (104757) IL
(847) 254-6166
efojtik@aol.com
Bedlington Terriers, Norfolk Terriers, 
Norwich Terriers, Parson Russell Terri-
ers, Welsh Terriers

Mrs. Katherine Halton Berns (115217) 
TN

(217) 417-4212
khaltonberns@gmail.com
Kerry Blue Terriers, Chow Chows, Car-
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digan Welsh Corgis, Lancashire Heelers, 
Mudik, Pulik, Pumik

Mr. Ryan Lee Horvath (50283) CA
(415) 305-5478
homardachs@gmail.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
English Coonhounds, American 
Foxhounds, Basset Fauve de Bretagnes, 
Bluetick Coonhounds, Borzois, English 
Foxhounds, Peruvian Inca Orchids, 
Plott Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds, 
Scottish Deerhounds, Treeing Walker 
Coonhounds)

Mr. Dominic Koon (115351) GA
(865) 582-1023
dominic.koon@gmail.com
Bichons Frises, Chow Chows, Lhasa 
Apsos, Poodles

Mrs. Jodi Koon (115353) GA
(865) 582-1023
jodi.l.koon@gmail.com
Bichons Frises, Chow Chows, Lhasa 
Apsos, Poodles

Mrs. Martha C. Lageschulte (106091) 
CO

(303) 929-9064
starqst.mcl@gmail.com
Akitas, Portuguese Water Dogs

Jessica Lewellen (106151) WA
(360) 390-8141
jessicalewellen@me.com
Boxers, Doberman Pinschers

Ms. Tracey Luty (105151) CO
(720) 233-8632
taluty@gmail.com
Greyhounds, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, 
Whippets

Robin MacFarlane (95827) FL
(856) 630-5590
armor16@aol.com
Barbets, Pointers, Nova Scotia Duck 
Tolling Retrievers, Field Spaniels, Welsh 
Springer Spaniels, Schipperkes

Mr. Joao Machado (110191) TX
(832) 345-2100
joao.machadotx@gmail.com
Doberman Pinschers, Boston Terriers

Mr. Dale A. Meyer (6655) WI
(715) 316-1677
meyerd@tds.net
American English Coonhounds, 
American Foxhounds, Basset Fauve 
de Bretagnes, Redbone Coonhounds, 
Salukis

Ms. Qingyu (Sanny) Pan (116125) CA
(626) 688-9902
fairylandborzoi@gmail.com
Afghan Hounds, Azawakhs, Dachshunds, 
Greyhounds, Ibizan Hounds, Rhodesian 
Ridgebacks, Salukis, Whippets

Mrs. Barbara Pessina (7372) NY
(845) 519-0425
moonshadowpuilk@aol.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Great Danes, 
Komondorok, Leonbergers, Newfound-
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lands, Saint Bernards, Samoyeds

Diane L. Price (18148) AL
(256) 601-1847
kingsfieldkennels@yahoo.com
Basset Fauve de Bretagnes, English 
Foxhounds, Harriers, Petits Bassets 
Griffons Vendeens, Schipperkes

Mr. John C. Ramirez (1814) CA
(310) 991-0241
jrami68620@aol.com
Borzois, Bearded Collies, Belgian Tervu-
ren, Briards

Dr. Valeria Rickard (92450) VA
(703) 919-8753
vrickard@jovalairedales.com
Akitas, Black Russian Terriers, Bull-
mastiffs, Danish-Swedish Farmdogs, 
Dogues de Bordeaux, Komondorok, 
Kuvaszok, Mastiffs, Neapolitan Mastiffs, 
Portuguese Water Dogs, Saint Bernards, 
Tibetan Mastiffs

Dr. Judi M. Roller (102261) WI
(608) 370-2679
judir7024@gmail.com
Beaucerons, Belgian Tervuren

Mrs. Vicki Roye Bemont (3251) GA
(901) 299-9458
bemontvicki@gmail.com
Australian Shepherds, Border Collies,  
Pembroke Welsh Corgis, Swedish Vallhunds

Ms. Jan C. Sigler (7526) KS
(816) 507-5282
kaleasibes@mac.com

Balance of Hound Group (Basset Fauve 
de Bretagnes, Ibizan Hounds, Peruvian 
Inca Orchids, Portuguese Podengo 
Pequenos, Sloughis)

Mrs. Denise Simenauer (90287) FL
(269) 352-4011
diorbriards@gmail.com
Poodles, Bearded Collies, Berger Picards, 
Old English Sheepdogs, Pulik, Pumik

Mr. Steve Terry (76004) NM
(702) 475-0071
heritagepurebred@gmail.com
Poodles, Tibetan Terriers

Ms. Anna M. Vaughn (102565) OK
(918) 906-3776
anna@cme-usa.com
American Water Spaniels, Boykin 
Spaniels, Field Spaniels, Welsh Springer 
Spaniels

Mrs. Gwendolyn Wells (111049) NC
(336) 207-8391
wellsworth3417@gmail.com
Chihuahuas, Poodles, Pugs, Yorkshire 
Terriers

Mrs. Lisa Young (43070) AZ
(605) 390-1135
youngsongbeagles@gmail.com
Pointers, German Shorthaired Pointers, 
German Wirehaired Pointers, Cocker 
Spaniels, English Cocker Spaniels, Sussex 
Spaniels, Wirehaired Pointing Griffons
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JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGES

Mrs. Emelise Baughman (118629) NE
(308) 380-1925
emeliseb@yahoo.com
JS

Mr. Michael R. Deer (112419) TX
(847) 910-9905
privacylawyer@hotmail.com
JS-Limited

Lalaine Policar (113283) CA
(760) 686-7232
lalainepolicar@yahoo.com
JS-Limited

BEST IN SHOW
The following person, has success-

fully completed the required Group 
Assignments in the first Variety Group 
for which they were approved, and has 
been added to the list of judges eligible for 
approval to judge Best In Show.

Mrs. Diane Collings (94897) CA
(415) 990-3317
dianecollings@verizon.com

Mary Lynne Elliott (100062) CO
(720) 289-2517
ml@vedauwoorr.com

CONFORMATION JUDGE: RESIGNED 
BREED OR JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP

The judge below has informed AKC 
they wish to resign their judging privileges 
for the following:

Minna-Liisa Koltes
Junior Showmanship

RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGE
Debra A. Guerrero

EMERITUS CONFORMATION JUDGE
Ms. Leigh Ann Yandle

DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Frank Fasano
Kim Griffith

REGULAR STATUS APPROVED 
OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING JUDGES 

The following persons have completed 
their Provisional Judging assignments, and 
their names have been added to the list of 
regular approved judges for the class 
indicated.

Carolee Boyles (105173) FL
813-431-4304
carolee@caroleeboylesmediagroup.com
Regular Rally

Debra Keith (114919) NY
607-423-1010
crazyboutdogs1@gmail.com
Regular Rally
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Pamela Thornburg (97843) IL
217-787-6429
tompam@mwii.net
Regular VST

Lisa Klein (111467) WA
360-798-7079
bignlildogs@gmail.com
Tracking Regular VST

Maria Murphy (110906)
925-788-9749
bignlildogs@gmail.com
Tracking Regular VST

Reegan Ray (102663) CA
619-855-7387
rreegan@aol.com
Tracking Regular VST

NEW PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

The following persons have been  
approved as a judge on a Provisional 
basis for the class/test indicated in  
accordance with the Provisional  
judging system. They may now  
accept assignments.

David Warner (118563) NY
518-755-6819
davidwarner@fairpoint.net
Provisional Rally

Jennifer Evans (116517) NJ
732-616-8265
willryan@optonline.net
Provisional Obedience Open

Philip Mannino (118148) MI
517-819-1896
pmannino@gmail.com
Provisional Tracking TD/TDU

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC 
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been submitted to The American 
Kennel Club. Letters in regard to these 
applications should be addressed to Sheila 
Goffe, Executive Secretary:

ARGYLL – Golden Retrievers –  
Sue Anne H. Campbell

BOURBON COUNTRY – Labrador 
Retrievers – Phillip L. Williams II &  
Jackie Williams

CASTLE KC – Cardigan Welsh Corgis – 
Katie E. Michenko

DAISY LYNN – Coton de Tulear –  
Janet L. Suglo

KIPLING – Papillon – Nili Young

MILESTONE – Golden Retrievers –  
Pate C. Thomerson

SNOWSPIRIT – Samoyeds –  
Cynthia Bates

SPRYFEAT – Borzoi – Frank J. Erdman 
& Wendy E. Erdman

TOPPER – Golden Retrievers –  
Amy E. Yates 
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VOM HAEFNER – German Shepherd 
Dogs – Christa Petrillo Haefner

VOM NORDWALD – German Shepherd 
Dogs – Tracy D. Cooper

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a 

breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted

D’AWSOME – Biewer Terriers –  
David H. Graber & Delores Ann Graber

FILUCY BAY – Bernese Mountain Dogs 
– W. Clark Powell & Margaret Heidal

FLY HIGH -Boykin Spaniels –  
Aaron Wilkinson

HAYSTAC’S – Old English Sheepdogs – 
Madeline J. Erickson

HEARTLINE’s – Giant Schnauzers – 
Danny M. Adams

REOLEG – German Shorthaired Pointers 
– Blake Daniel

SOLEIL – Norwich Terriers –  
Janet Christoff

VIZ WHIZZ – Vizsla – Pamela J. Shearer
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QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE DELEGATES

OF

THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB

JUNE 9, 2026

Gina M. DiNardo, President

PRESENT 228

Airedale Terrier Club of America—Aletta 

L. Moore

Akita Club of America—Ms. Nancy S. 

Amburgey

Alaskan Malamute Club of America, 
Inc.—Kate McCallum

American Bloodhound Club—Mary Lou 

Olszewski

American Brittany Club, Inc.—Mrs. Terry 

Hilliard

American Cesky Terrier Fanciers 
Association, Inc.—Michael Zywicki

American Chesapeake Club—Heidi 

Henningson

American Chinese Crested Club, Inc.—
Neil Butterklee

American Foxhound Club, Inc—Harry 

Miller

American Maltese Association, Inc.—Ms. 
Sandy Bingham-Porter

American Manchester Terrier Club—
Roberta Berman

American Miniature Schnauzer Club, 
Inc.—Barbara Donahue

American Rottweiler Club—Mr. Peter G. 
Piusz

American Sealyham Terrier Club—
Barbara Shapiro

American Shetland Sheepdog 
Association—Marjorie Tuff

American Shih Tzu Club, Inc.—Mark 
Stempel

American Spaniel Club, Inc.—Dr. James 
R. Davis

American Toy Fox Terrier Club—Laura 
Johnson

American Wirehaired Pointing Griffon 
Association—Kate DeSanto

Anderson Kennel Club—Laura A. 
Rockwell

Anderson Obedience Training Club, 
Inc.—Ms. Patricia A. Sample

Atlanta Kennel Club, Inc.—Ann Wallin

Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc.—Gail A. 
LaBerge

Augusta Kennel Club, Inc.—Catherine 
Iacopelli

Austin Kennel Club, Inc.—Pam Whitley
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Australian Cattle Dog Club of America—
Joyce Rowland

Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
William I. Christensen

Baltimore County Kennel Club—Lucy C. 
Campbell

Basenji Club of America, Inc.—Katie 
Campbell

Basset Hound Club of America, Inc.—Dr. 
Norine E. Noonan

Bearded Collie Club of America, Inc.—
Mr. Robert M. Lamm

Bedlington Terrier Club of America—
Howard Solomon

Bell Vernon Kennel Association, Inc.—
Mike Kriegel

Berger Picard Club of America—
Jacqueline Carswell

Biewer Terrier Club of America—Debarah 
Billings

Boca Raton Dog Club Inc—James Conroy

Border Collie Society of America—Lisa 
M. Pruka

Border Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Mrs. Barbara S. Dalane

Boston Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Mrs. Sandie Friend

Briard Club of America, Inc.—Diane Reid

Bronx County Kennel Club—Alexa 
Samarotto

Brookhaven Kennel Club, Inc.—Marie A. 
Fiore

Bull Terrier Club of America—Jane 
Messineo Lindquist

Burlington County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Mr. Daniel J. Smyth, Esq.

Butler County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Barbara Ioia

Cairn Terrier Club of America—Wayne 
Gilpin

Canaan Dog Club of America—Pamela S. 
Rosman

Canada Del Oro Kennel Club—Dr. Sophia 
Kaluzniacki

Cardigan Welsh Corgi Club of America, 
Inc.—David McDonald

Carroll Kennel Club—Mrs. Rachann E. 
Mayer

Catoctin Kennel Club—Joseph Fitzgerald

Chain O’Lakes Kennel Club—Jason Hoke

Chicago Bulldog Club, Inc.—Cathy Eke

Chinese Shar-Pei Club of America, Inc.—
Marge B. Calltharp

Chow Chow Club, Inc.—Margaret 
DiCorleto

Clarksville Kennel Club—Sylvia 
Arrowwood

Clermont County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Sharon Levan

Clumber Spaniel Club of America, Inc.—
Kelly E. Lease
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Collie Club of America, Inc.—Isabel Ososki

Colorado Kennel Club—Mrs. Louise Leone

Columbia Terrier Association of 
Maryland—Leslie A. Jaseph

Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia—Dr. 
Yves Belmont

Curly-Coated Retriever Club of 
America—Leslie Puppo-Rogers

Dalmatian Club of America, Inc.—Dr. 
Charles Garvin

Dayton Kennel Club, Inc.—Leah H. 
Schiller

Del-Otse-Nango Kennel Club—Stephanie 
A. Crawford

Delaware County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Mark Brandsema

Detroit Kennel Club—Lawrence A. Letsche, 
D.V.M.

Dog Fanciers Association of Oregon, 
Inc.—Patti L. Strand

Dog Obedience Club of Hollywood, 
Inc.—Alyson Casper

Durham Kennel Club Inc—Linda C. 
Wozniak

Eastern Dog Club—Frederick R. Vogel

Eastern German Shorthaired Pointer 
Club, Inc.—Robert Rynkiewicz

English Setter Association of America, 
Inc.—Dr. Brenda J. Parsons, D.V.M.

English Springer Spaniel Field Trial 
Association, Inc.—Cristy K. Joy

Farmington Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
Terrie Breen

Finger Lakes Kennel Club, Inc.—Margaret 
B. Pough

First Dog Training Club of Northern New 
Jersey, Inc.—Mary D. Curtis

Flat-Coated Retriever Society of America, 
Inc.—Neal Goodwin

Forsyth Kennel Club, Inc.—June Guido

Fort Worth Kennel Club—Harold Tatro III

French Bull Dog Club of America—Robin 
Stansell

Garden State All Terrier Club, Inc.—Mr. 
Richard L. Reynolds

Genesee Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
Virginia Denninger

German Shepherd Dog Club of 
America—Dr. Carmen L. Battaglia

Giant Schnauzer Club of America, Inc.—
Steven A. Sansone

Golden Retriever Club of America—Mrs. 
Ellen Hardin

Gordon Setter Club of America, Inc.—
Nance O. Skoglund

Grand Rapids Kennel Club—Mrs. Carol 
L. Johnson

Grand River Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Cindy Stansell

Great Barrington Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. 
Ellen C. Shanahan
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Great Dane Club of America, Inc.—Ms. 
Dale Suzanne Tarbox

Greater Clark County Kennel Club Inc—
Ms. Karen J. Burgess

Greater Lowell Kennel Club, Inc.—Susan 
Patterson

Greater Murfreesboro Kennel Club, 
Inc.—Gloria Askins

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of 
America, Inc.—Joanne Schottinger

Greenwich Kennel Club—Donna Gilbert

Harrisburg Kennel Club, Inc.—Sandra L. 
Rolenaitis

Hatboro Dog Club, Inc.—Sally L. Fineburg

Heart of the Plains Kennel Club—Patricia 
M. Cruz

Hockamock Kennel Club, Inc.—Nancy 
Fisk

Holyoke Kennel Club, Inc.—Jane 
Wilkinson

Hungarian Pumi Club of America —
Nancy Nelson

Huntingdon Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
Susan Ratz

Huntington Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. 
Marile A. Waterstraat

Irish Red and White Setter Association of 
America—Christopher M. Orcutt

Irish Setter Club of America, Inc.—Ms. 
Karolynne M. McAteer

Irish Water Spaniel Club of America—
Dan Sayers

Irish Wolfhound Club of America—
Eugenia Hunter

Italian Greyhound Club of America, 
Inc.—Jennifer Graves

Jacksonville Dog Fanciers’ Association—
Victoria A. Marks

Japanese Chin Club of America—Ms. 
Cecilia Resnick

K-9 Obedience Training Club of Essex 
County, NJ, Inc.—Dave Morgan

Keeshond Club of America, Inc.—Richard 
Su

Kenilworth Kennel Club of Connecticut, 
Inc.—Doreen Weintraub

Kennel Club of Beverly Hills—Mr. 
Thomas S. Powers

Kennel Club of Buffalo, Inc.—Margaret 
Doster

Kennel Club of Philadelphia, Inc.—Alan 
E. Welch

Kettle Moraine Kennel Club, Inc.—Rob 
Barkhaus

Lackawanna Kennel Club, Inc.—Steve 
Ostrander

Ladies’ Dog Club, Inc.—Mrs. Arna B. 
Margolies

Lake Shore Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Diana L. Skibinski
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Lakes Region Kennel Club, Inc.—Deborah 
L. Kreider

Lancaster Kennel Club, Inc.—Carolyn M. 
Vack

Land O’Lakes Kennel Club, Inc.—Jan 
Croft

Lawrenceville Kennel Club, Inc.—Robert 
N. LaBerge

Leonberger Club of America—Don James

Los Encinos Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. 
Desmond J. Murphy

Louisville Kennel Club, Inc.—Debra H. 
Owen

Mahoning-Shenango Kennel Club, Inc.—
Jessica Ricker

Manatee Kennel Club—Judy Seltrecht

Maryland Kennel Club—Gary Sarvinas

Mispillion Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. Todd 
Clyde

Mississippi Valley Kennel Club—Gretchen 
Bernardi

Monticello New York Kennel Club, Inc.—
Barry A. Hoovis

Morris Hills Dog Training Club, Inc.—
Eleanor Campbell

Mount Vernon Dog Training Club 
(MVDTC)—Christopher Marston

Mt. Baker Kennel Club, Inc.—Jane F. 
Ruthford

Myrtle Beach Kennel Club—Erin M. Keen

National Capital Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. 
Alfred J. Ferruggiaro

National Shiba Club of America—Maggi 
Strouse

Naugatuck Valley Kennel Club—Kathy 
Kirk

New England Dog Training Club, Inc.—
Lucy Grant-Ruane

Newfoundland Club of America, Inc.—
Julie Poulin Siefert

Newton Kennel Club—Cathy Murch

Northeastern Maryland Kennel Club—
Ann M. Schultz

Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever Club 
(USA)—Brenda W. Dorman

Oakland Dog Training Club, Inc.—Joao 
Machado

Obedience Training Club of Hawaii, 
Inc.—Beverly H. Conroy

Old English Sheepdog Club of America, 
Inc.—Wendi Freedman

Otterhound Club of America—Joellen 
Gregory, D.V.M.

Ozarks Kennel Club, Inc.—Frank Lavoie

Parson Russell Terrier Association of 
America—Janine Rose

Pasanita Obedience Club Inc.—Mrs. Betty 
M. Winthers

Pekingese Club of America—Steven 
Hamblin
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Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of America, 
Inc.—Ms. Sally N. Wynn

Peninsula Dog Fanciers Club, Inc.—
Wayne Bond

Penn Treaty Kennel Club, Inc.—Bettina 
M. Sterling

Pharaoh Hound Club of America—
Dominic P. Carota

Philadelphia Dog Training Club, Inc.—
Larry Wilson

Piedmont Kennel Club, Inc.—Dean 
Burwell

Pioneer Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. 
Linda Gagnon

Plainfield Kennel Club—Sheila Gallizzo

Plum Creek Kennel Club of Colorado—
Marlene Groves

Port Chester Obedience Training Club, 
Inc.—Kathy Gregory

Portuguese Water Dog Club of America, 
Inc.—Janet L. Boyd

Reno Kennel Club—Jacquelyn Fogel

Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the United 
States, Inc.—Mary L. Elliott

Richmond Dog Fanciers Club, Inc.—
Debra Ferguson-Jones

Rockford-Freeport Illinois Kennel Club—
Barbara L. Burns

Rubber City Kennel Club—Cathy Gaidos

Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club—Karen 
Cottingham

Saluki Club of America—Monica H. Stoner

Sammamish Kennel Club—Cyndi Skinner

Samoyed Club of America, Inc.—Gary 

Griffin

San Mateo Kennel Club, Inc.—Harvey M. 

Wooding

Saratoga New York Kennel Club—

MaryLou Cuddy

Saw Mill River Kennel Club, Inc.—Mimi 

Winkler

Schipperke Club of America, Inc.—Lee A. 

Stusnick

Scottish Deerhound Club of America, 

Inc.—Dr. Robert S. Dove, D.V.M.

Scottish Terrier Club of America—Helen 

Prince

Seattle Kennel Club, Inc.—Jeff Ryman

Shenandoah Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—

Sharyn Y. Hutchens

Siberian Husky Club of America, Inc.—

Ricki Silveria

Silky Terrier Club of America, Inc.—

Leeann Podruch, D.D.S.

Skyline Kennel Club, Inc.—Gloria Shaver

Somerset Hills Kennel Club—Lois Tubbs

South Jersey Kennel Club, Inc.—Jean 

Edwards

South Shore Kennel Club, Inc.—Linda C. 

Flynn



secretary’s pages

JULY 2026AKC GAZETTE 26

South Windsor Kennel Club—Mrs. Laurie 
Maulucci

Southeastern Iowa Kennel Club—Dr. Troy 
C. Dargin

Southern Adirondack Dog Club, Inc.—
John V. Ioia

Space Coast Kennel Club of Palm Bay—
Mrs. Glenda Stephenson

Spartanburg Kennel Club, Inc.—Sheila T. 
Allen

Spinone Club of America—Karen Luckey

Springfield Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. 
Thomas M. Davies

St. Bernard Club of America, Inc.—Susan 
Weigel

Staten Island Kennel Club, Inc.—Marjorie 
Martorella

Suffolk County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. 
Robert Eisele

Susque-Nango Kennel Club, Inc.—Laura 
Trainor

Sussex Hills Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Florence Duggan

Talbot Kennel Club—Ann S. Wallace

Tennessee Valley Kennel Club—Mrs. 
Richella M. Veatch

Terry-All Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. Dennis 
N. Corash

Texas Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. Michael 
Knight

Tibetan Spaniel Club of America—
Mallory C. Driskill

Tibetan Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Stacey La Forge

Tidewater Kennel Club of Virginia, Inc.—
Donald M. Bright

Trenton Kennel Club, Inc.—Marty Smith

Troy Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. Donald S. 
Gillett

Tualatin Kennel Club, Inc.—James S. 
Corbett

Tucson Kennel Club—Dr. Kenneth H. 
Levison

Twin Brooks Kennel Club, Inc.—Patricia 
C. Sarles

Two Cities Kennel Club—Eduardo T. 
Fugiwara

United States Australian Shepherd 
Association—Judy A. Harrington

United States Kerry Blue Terrier Club, 
Inc.—Mr. Carl C. Ashby, III

United States Lakeland Terrier Club—
Maria Sacco

Upper Potomac Valley Kennel Club—
Robert Lachman

Utah Valley Kennel Club—Kelly D. 
Reimschiissel

Valley Forge Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Carol Fisher

Wachusett Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Virginia T. Rowland



secretary’s pages

JULY 2026AKC GAZETTE 27

Washington State Obedience Training 
Club, Inc.—John J. Cadalso, Jr.

Waukesha Kennel Club, Inc.—Marthina 
L. Greer

Weimaraner Club of America—Jennifer A. 
Martin

Welsh Springer Spaniel Club of America, 
Inc.—Richard Rohrbacher

West Volusia Kennel Club—Cathy M. 
Driggers

Whidbey Island Kennel Club Inc—Laura 
Myles

Yorkshire Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Pamela A. Langstein
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB
DELEGATE MEETING

JUNE 9, 2026

Gina M. DiNardo, President in the 
Chair, called the meeting to order at 
10:32 a.m. ET. 

(National Anthem played.)

Delegates were reminded to check in at 
the reception desk for attendance pur-
poses. When Staff prints the purple-col-
ored badge, the Delegate is automatically 
marked as present.

The Chair introduced the persons seat-
ed on the dais: Chairman, Dr. Thomas 
M. Davies; Vice Chairman, Dr. Michael 
Knight; Joan Corbisiero, Professional 
Registered Parliamentarian; Sheila H. 
Goffe, Executive Secretary; Shari Cathey, 
the Court Reporter. 

The Executive Secretary read the names 
of Delegates seated since the last meet-
ing:

Terry R. Bridges, Athens, IL, to repre-
sent Illinois Capitol Kennel Club

Dennis N. Corash, PhD, Penrose, CO, 
to represent Terry-All Kennel Club 

Martha H. Goings, Huntington, IN, to 
represent Northeastern Indiana Kennel 
Club

Gregory Hastings, Hillsdale, WY, to 
represent Cheyenne Kennel Club

Sharon A. LeVan, Amelia, OH, to rep-
resent Clermont County Kennel Club

Joao Machado, The Woodlands, TX, to 
represent Oakland Dog Training Club

Christian A. Morales Reyes, Miami, 
FL, to represent Greater Miami Dog 
Club

Dr. Michelle R. Rowland, Washington, 
IL, to represent Illinois Valley Kennel 
Club of Peoria

Lori Sage, Beavercreek, OR, to repre-
sent Sherwood Dog Training Club

Lee Sohl, Kent, CT, to represent First 
Company Governor’s Foot Guard Athlet-
ic Association 

Sharon Tracy, Pocatello, ID, to repre-
sent Pocatello Kennel Club 

Linda C. Wozniak, Chapel Hill, NC, to 
represent Durham Kennel Club 

Sally N. Wynn, Murfreesboro, TN, to 
represent Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of 
America

Michael F. Zywicki, New Glarus, WI, to 
represent American Cesky Terrier Fanci-
ers Association
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The following Delegates, who were at-
tending their first meeting since being 
officially seated, were introduced from 
the floor:

Debarah Billings, to represent Biewer 
Terrier Club of America 

Dennis N. Corash, to represent  
Terry-All Kennel Club 

Sally N. Wynn, to represent Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi Club of America

Michael F. Zywicki, to represent Ameri-
can Cesky Terrier Fanciers Association

The minutes of the March 10, 2026 
Delegate Meeting were published in the 
online April 2026 issue of the AKC  
Gazette. The complete transcript was 
posted on the Delegate Portal on AKC’s 
website. There were no corrections, and 
the minutes were adopted as published.

The Rat Terrier Club of America  
was duly elected as a member of  
The American Kennel Club.

Dr. Thomas Davies delivered the  
Chairman’s Report as follows: 

Good morning. I want to begin by ad-
dressing the login issues that have created 
difficulty for many of us and for AKC 
customers over the past several days.

On May 8, 2026, AKC implemented 
mandatory two-factor authentication as 
part of our ongoing efforts to strengthen 

account security, protect customer in-
formation, and reduce fraud risks across 
AKC Marketplace and other AKC plat-
forms. This initiative is part of a broad-
er modernization effort tied to single 
sign-on technology and our long-term 
commitment to maintaining a secure and 
reliable digital experience.

The issues some customers experienced 
were not caused by two-factor authenti-
cation itself, but by a third-party vendor 
issue that inadvertently caused a limited 
number of accounts to become unvalidat-
ed. Once identified, our teams worked as 
quickly as possible alongside the vendor 
to restore the affected accounts. I am 
pleased to share that remediation is well 
underway, and the vast majority of issues 
have now been resolved.

I would also like to recognize our  
Customer Service team for their extraor-
dinary efforts throughout this process. 
They remained fully engaged, responding 
to inquiries, monitoring website activity, 
and assisting customers every step of the 
way. We understand the frustration this 
situation caused, and we are committed 
to resolving all remaining issues while 
continuing to safeguard the security of 
our organization and our customers.

As we work to strengthen and improve 
the experience that we provide to our 
customers, we are equally committed to 
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recognizing and supporting the people 
who are the foundation of our sport.  
That commitment is reflected in the 
continued success of the AKC National 
Owner-Handled Series.

What began as a pilot program in 2012 
has grown into one of the most successful 
initiatives in our sport and is now offered 
at 92 percent of All-Breed shows nation-
wide. The program was built on a deep 
understanding of who owner-handlers 
are, what they contribute, and the dedica-
tion they bring to the sport every day.

Today, I am pleased to share that recog-
nition is expanding even further.

Effective this May, owners of dogs that 
have earned NOHS Levels of Achieve-
ment certificates may add those accom-
plishments as official suffix titles to their 
dogs’ AKC records. Available at the 
Bronze, Silver, Gold, and Platinum levels, 
and grandfathered back to the inception 
of the program, these titles will appear 
on future pedigrees and registration 
certificates, creating a lasting tribute to 
the passion, perseverance, and sports-
manship of owner-handlers and ensuring 
their achievements become a permanent 
part of their dogs’ histories. Owners may 
apply through the AKC Title Application 
Portal using their dog’s registration num-
ber.

We are also pleased to announce the host 

clubs for the 2026–2027 NOHS Regional 
events:

• Cornhusker Kennel Club - Nebraska
• Skokie Valley Kennel Club - Illinois
• Corpus Christi Kennel Club - Texas
• Birmingham Kennel Club - Alabama
• Los Encinos Kennel Club - California
• Plainfield Kennel Club - New Jersey
• Clackamas Kennel Club - Oregon
• Cook Inlet Kennel Club - Alaska
• South Shore Kennel Club -  

Massachusetts

Event dates and additional information 
are available on akc.org under Sports & 
Events.

As we continue evaluating the future of 
our organization, we are taking a thought-
ful and comprehensive look at many 
aspects of the AKC – from our internal 
processes and technology infrastructure, 
which Gina will discuss in greater detail 
during her report, to expanding inter-
national partnerships with kennel clubs 
around the world, and finding new ways 
to share the AKC story and connect with 
dog owners across the country.

To support that effort, we recently de-
veloped a new short “Welcome to AKC” 
video that showcases our passion for 
dogs, highlights the important work we 
do every day, and demonstrates how the 
AKC’s impact extends far beyond reg-

https://www.akc.org/
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istration and events. The video reflects 
the heart of our organization – our com-
mitment to dogs, responsible ownership, 
education, canine health, and our mission 
to make the world a better place for dogs.

I am happy to share that the video will 
serve as a cornerstone of our new  
Welcome Email Series, launching in July 
2026, helping introduce new audiences  
to the AKC in a more engaging and 
meaningful way. It’s a reflection of who 
we are, what we stand for, and how we 
continue to evolve in our service to dogs 
and the people who love them. 

(Video played.) 

Dr. Davies: In conclusion, just a couple 
of personal remarks. Those who know me 
know that I, unlike some of our high-level 
government officials, seldom go off script. 
But here I go. We talk incessantly about 
the graying of the sport. I am perhaps a 
bit grayer than many of you. Along with 
that graying comes the realization that 
while the passion continues in the heart 
and in the mind, sometimes the other 
parts of us say that perhaps it’s time to 
mitigate some of those activities. Speak-
ing personally, it’s a bitter pill to swallow, 
but at some point, it will and has come to 
each of us. It can take a toll on our psy-
che. It is not pleasant to experience. The 
fact remains it will happen and dealing 
with it will be difficult. To borrow from 

Ernest Hemingway’s, The Sun Also Rises, 
“You don’t get away from yourself by 
moving from one place to another.” What 
prompted these comments? Last Friday, 
we received the June edition of Perspectives. 
In it, there is a wonderful piece by Gini 
Denninger, which I encourage you all to 
read, digest, and read again. It certainly 
helped me in navigating this transition. 
I’m sure it will aid in your transition as 
well. Thank you, Gini.

Ms. DiNardo delivered the President’s 
Report as follows:

Today, I’m pleased to share an important 
step forward for AKC as we begin our 
Business-Led Transformation initiative. 
This work represents an investment in 
AKC’s future and our ability to continue 
serving the sport, our breeders, clubs, 
exhibitors, dog owners, and the many 
communities connected to AKC for gen-
erations to come. 

To support this effort, we’ve engaged 
BDO, a consulting firm with deep ex-
perience in helping organizations align 
strategy, operations, business processes, 
and technologies in a way that will sup-
port long-term success. We selected BDO 
not only because of their expertise, but 
because of their collaborative approach 
and their understanding that meaningful 
transformation must be driven by the 
business and shaped by the people who 
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know it best, our employees and our  
Delegates. 

I’m excited about the opportunity ahead 
because this is not simply a technolo-
gy project, nor a change for the sake of 
change. It is a business-led effort focused 
on strengthening AKC as One AKC. 

As you know, people interact with AKC 
in many different ways. Some engage 
through registration, others through 
events and competitions. Some come 
to us for education, commerce, perfor-
mance sports, or customer support. All 
of these experiences are important, and 
they often happen independently. 

Our goal is to create a more connected 
experience where our customers and 
constituents experience AKC as a sin-
gle organization, regardless of how or 
where they engage with us. When we talk 
about “transformation,” we mean some-
thing much broader than improving one 
department, replacing one system, or 
launching a new project. 

Transformation means stepping back 
and asking important questions, which I 
have tasked our staff with to be very hon-
est about the problems that we have, the 
goals that we want to accomplish, and 
where we want to see AKC going in the 
future. We say things like:

•	 How do we serve our customers today?  

•	 Where are our processes helping?  

•	 Where are they creating friction for 
our constituents?  

•	 How can technology better support 
the business instead of limiting it?  

•	 How do we position AKC to remain 
trusted, relevant, and sustainable for 
the next 140 years?  

Those are the questions that will guide 
our work. As we move forward, there 
are three objectives that will anchor our 
efforts. First, customer-centric experiences. 
We want our customers to experience 
AKC as one organization across registra-
tion, events, commerce, education, and 
support. Their journey should feel con-
nected and intuitive, not shaped by or-
ganizational boundaries. Second, aligned 
and agile business processes. We want 
processes that are consistent where align-
ment matters, flexible where differences 
create value, and scalable enough to sup-
port continued growth and improvement. 
Third, sustained, flexible, and updated 
technology platforms. Technology should 
enable our business and our mission. 

It should be secure, adaptable, maintain-
able, and designed to evolve over time. 
This effort will involve many parts of 
AKC because no single team, no depart-
ment, no person can do this work alone. 

Over the coming months, AKC teams 
and BDO will work together through 
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interviews, workshops, surveys, working 
sessions to better understand where we 
are today and where opportunities exist 
for the future. Equally important, this 
work remains grounded in our mission 
and our values that have guided AKC 
throughout history. We’re not changing 
who we are. We’re strengthening how we 
operate so we can continue fulfilling our 
mission more effectively with greater con-
nection across the organization. 

I believe this work is essential. AKC has 
a remarkable legacy and with that legacy 
comes great responsibility, not only to 
preserve what has made us so successful 
and so important, but also to prepare the 
organization for what comes next. This 
transformation is about building that 
future together. 

I look forward to sharing updates as we 
progress. I’m very excited for what we 
will accomplish and thank you for your 
continued support. I plan to reach out to 
many Delegates for feedback, let them 
experience what is being proposed, and 
get expert advice from those who use our 
processes and procedures most.

I would now like to introduce Doug 
Ljungren, who will be speaking with you 
today about our exciting new internation-
al partnership initiatives. 

Doug Ljungren, EVP Sports & Events, 
spoke as follows: 

Early this year a Delegate forwarded to 
me an interesting Facebook post. In  
essence it said: “The world is changing. 
The world of dogs is changing. What is 
the AKC of the 20th century doing to 
adapt and thrive in the 21st century?” 

What a thought-provoking question. I’m 
here to discuss what could be part of 
the answer in shaping AKC’s long term 
future; our international partnership 
initiatives. This coming November 2026 
will mark a historic milestone. For the 
first time in our history, AKC dog shows 
will be held outside of the United States. 
From Thursday, November 12 through 
Sunday, November 15, AKC shows will 
take place daily at the Expo Santa Fe 
Center in Mexico City. Held through a 
licensing agreement with the Mexican 
Kennel Club (Federación Canófila Mex-
icana) which goes by the initials of FCM, 
the FCM Universal Championship show 
will closely reflect the AKC show ex-
perience as we know it. The shows will 
feature AKC-approved judges, be evalu-
ated against AKC breed standards, and 
include four Junior Showmanship com-
petitions. Onofrio will serve as the super-
intendent for these events. 

Since there are many breeds in the world 
that are not fully recognized by AKC, 
and since FCM wants these shows to 
be welcoming to all dogs, there will be a 
concurrent special attraction show that is 
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open to all breeds that are not eligible to 
participate in the AKC show. 

In addition, we are hoping to offer AKC 
Canine Good Citizen testing during the 
shows, helping expand awareness of this 
program and further promote the import-
ant role that dogs play as family compan-
ions. 

FCM has started promoting the Univer-
sal Championship. They had a booth at 
the World Dog Show in Italy last week. 
They have a social media team that has 
been hard at work, and I’d like to share 
with you a draft video that they have de-
veloped. 

(Video played.) 

Our global engagement extends beyond 
Mexico. We have signed Mutual Cooper-
ation Agreements with the Kennel Club 
of Brazil, the Korean Kennel Federa-
tion, and the New Zealand Kennel Club. 
These agreements are public statements 
of our shared commitment to advanc-
ing the sport of dogs and supporting the 
long-term future of purebred dogs world-
wide. 

Together, we are working to expand ca-
nine events and registrations, strengthen 
education and breeder support, promote 
responsible dog ownership and breeding, 
and continue highlighting the important 
role that dogs play as family companions. 

We have also held productive discussions 
with the Canadian Kennel Club (CKC). 
Earlier this year, AKC began recognizing 
some CKC titles on AKC pedigrees, an 
important step that benefits exhibitors 
and breeders in both organizations. 

Our collaboration has continued to grow 
in other areas as well. Last year, the CKC 
expressed interest in the AKC Fetch 
program, and we shared with them our 
regulations. This July 2026, the CKC will 
launch their own Fetch program, mod-
eled after the AKC program. AKC Fetch 
judges are trained online through course-
work in Canine College. CKC has cho-
sen to utilize AKC’s Canine College for 
training their Fetch judges, rather than 
building their own system. 

The initiative with Mexico has been more 
than two years in the making. The path 
getting there has not been a straight line. 
When you’re building something new, 
you must be able to accept the uncertain-
ty that goes with it. It requires patience, 
flexibility, trust, and a willingness to listen 
and understand our international part-
ners. These relationships take time, but 
they create meaningful opportunities for 
collaboration and growth. We are current-
ly in discussions with several other orga-
nizations around the world, though many 
of these conversations are still in the early 
stages. 
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Collectively, these efforts send a message 
that AKC is opening its doors to wider 
collaboration, welcoming more people 
and more dogs into our community. 

As we’ve engaged more deeply with our 
international partners, we’ve learned 
some important things:

•	 The AKC brand is deeply respected 
around the world. 

•	 AKC Judges are viewed as among the 
most knowledgeable anywhere. 

•	 Kennel clubs genuinely want to engage 
with us to share their challenges. 

•	 Perhaps the most concerning, in the 
broadest picture, is that there’s a de-
cline in purebred dog registrations 
globally. Now if you just think about 
that for a minute. What’s going on 
here? Are purebred dogs falling out of 
favor? I don’t think so. These are trea-
sures that have been passed down to 
us from generations before. We need 
to step up. I go back to Mari-Beth’s 
Forum presentation. Of all the dogs in 
AKC litters, 45 percent are registered. 
If we just get to 50 percent, that would 
be a huge step forward. We need to 
advocate better for purebred dogs. 

•	 Participation in dog shows is declining 
worldwide. 

•	 New dog owners want activities that 
are fun, quick to learn, and not overly 

time consuming. Now in a lot of our 
Delegate committees, we dismiss that 
point of view. However, that’s what the 
dog world is moving toward, and we 
have to understand that and embrace 
it and make it ours. 

•	 Many kennel clubs are seeking to 
diversify their activities that they can 
provide. 

•	 Due to the many new AKC sport 
activities that have been launched in 
recent years, AKC offers the most di-
versified canine sports portfolio in the 
world. 

•	 Other kennel clubs are eager to learn 
from AKC’s experience. I can assure 
you we can learn from them. 

The goals of our international partner-
ship initiative could have a major impact 
on AKC’s future. These goals are:  

•	 Explore opportunities to expand and 
enhance canine events. 

•	 Promote registration of purebred dogs 
to expand breeding opportunities. 

•	 Share knowledge and promote the 
education of judges, exhibitors, event 
officials, and breeders. 

•	 Promote dogs as family companions 
through Canine Good Citizen pro-
grams. 

•	 Collaborate on animal rights issues 
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and canine health issues to align on 
facts. 

Through these activities, we increase  
our knowledge, deepen our perspective, 
enhance the AKC brand, and strengthen 
the global dog community through  
cooperation and sharing. 

While these efforts are creating new 
opportunities, they also come with new 
challenges. We believe that the long-term 
potential is meaningful and well worth 
exploring. It is important not to look at 
these initiatives as what they could mean 
for AKC in the short term. Instead, we 
should think about what the AKC and 
the broader world of dog and dog sports 
could look like in 20 years. 

I hope this has provided some greater 
insight into our international partnership 
initiatives and how we view these efforts 
within the broader context of exploring  
opportunities that may shape and 
strengthen our future. 

I will end where I began. The world is 
changing. The world of dogs is changing. 
As a 142-year-old organization, we are 
faced with a challenge of change – the 
comfort of doing business as usual versus 
the willingness to consider alternative 
approaches to accomplish our mission. 

Each of us needs to ask ourselves in our 
own way, within our clubs, within our 

Delegate committees, what must we do 
to evolve and thrive in the 21st century? 
Our future will depend on it. Thank you. 

Ted Phillips, CFO, delivered the Financial 
Report as follows:

Good morning. Again, as always, thank 
you for attending, and we appreciate 
your support. Before I begin the presen-
tation of our 2026 first quarter results, 
I’d like to remind everyone that these 
are preliminary and unaudited. Today’s 
presentation highlights the key operating 
trends we’re seeing in the first quarter, 
including continued pressure on registra-
tion revenues, our efforts at disciplined 
expense management, and the strength of 
the balance sheet as we navigate a softer 
revenue environment. Here’s a high-level 
view of the interim financial results and 
key operating metrics for the first quarter 
ended March 31, 2026. 

Total operating revenue was $21.9 mil-
lion, or 6 percent lower than the same 
quarter in 2025. Total operating expense 
was $22.7 million, or 7 percent lower 
than the same quarter in 2025. Before 
we use our investment spend rate that is 
predetermined at the beginning of the 
year, Q1 2026 results reflect an operating 
loss of $796,000 versus an operating loss 
in the same period of 2025, that totaled 
$1 million. After we apply the investment 
spend rate in 2026, the net result was a 
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loss of $86,000. The key takeaway, before 
we get into more details, is that revenue 
remains under pressure, but the expense 
discipline and targeted investment support 
improve the net result year over year. 

On this slide, please note the three primary 
groups of operating revenues. Registration 
and event fees totaled $14.7 million in the 
first quarter of 2026, which is 4 percent, 
or $595,000 lower than the previous first 
quarter period. However, it is still our 
largest source of revenue. Advertising, 
sponsorship, and royalties totaled $3.8 
million. They were down about 16 percent, 
or $713,000. Products and service sales to-
taled $3.5 million, down about 6 percent, 
or $203,000. All three revenue groups are 
clearly softer year over year, with registrations 
remaining the largest driver of underper-
formance. 

This slide provides a breakdown of the 
revenue of the registration dollars into dog 
and litter components. Dog registration 
totaled $5.3 million, which is a decline of 
7 percent, or $378,000, and litter registra-
tion totaled $2.6 million, which is a decline 
of 12 percent, or $360,000. Looking at the 
unit activity, we see that litter registrations 
and dog registrations equally declined by 
11 percent in their respective categories, 
with litters landing at 49,697 and dog 
registrations at 111,864. At the same time, 
let’s remember that our online activity 
ranges as high as 87 percent of all regis-

trations, which is an important metric for 
AKC. 

Related to registration, we have our ped-
igree sales coming in for the first quarter 
at $1.1 million, which is a 22 percent 
decline, or $300,000, versus the prior 
year’s quarter. Other registration-related 
fees totaled $1.2 million, compared with 
$1.3 million in the prior year. These lines 
follow the underlying registration volume, 
so lower dog and litter activity continues 
to have a ripple effect across several  
categories. 

Here’s a breakdown of the major sport 
category revenues. Conformation revenue 
increased by 19 percent to $1.5 million; 
Companion events increased by 8 percent 
to $1.9 million, and Performance events 
increased by 19 percent to $813,000. The 
only underperformer in this area was the 
Family Dog program, which was lowered 
by 11 percent at $846,000, as compared 
to $946,000 in the prior year’s period. 
Here’s the activity of entries and events. 

We see the slide that you’ve heard about 
regarding entries, where they’re down 
3 percent to 783,000. The number of 
events, however, has increased to a little 
over 6,000, so that increases three percent 
more than the prior year period. Patterns 
suggest that event demand remains stable, 
but participation per event is somewhat 
softer. 
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Looking at another key area of revenue, 
sponsorships, advertising, and royalties. 
Our sponsorship revenue totaled $2.5 
million and is down by about 11 percent 
from the prior year. Advertising revenue 
totaled $763,000, and this is where we 
see the largest hit in this area, where it’s 
31 percent lower. It remains the most 
significant pressure point in this catego-
ry and continues to move with registra-
tion-related activity at a faster clip than 
actual registration efforts. Royalties were 
down by 11 percent, as compared to the 
prior year. 

Let’s look at operating expenses. As you 
may remember from the first slide, and 
these will be posted on the Delegate 
Portal for you, total operating expenses 
were $22.7 million in the first quarter. 
Of that, $12 million includes staff sal-
aries, travel, all those good things we 
need to move people around. This is a 5 
percent decrease from $12.7 million last 
year. Professional fees were also down. 
They totaled $3.9 million, which was 
$798,000, or 17 percent lower than 2025, 
and fulfillment costs were comparable. 
The continued focus on cost control is an 
important effort in how we’re managing 
through the current environment without 
compromising our core operations. 

This slide shows our expenses related 
to insurance, rent, depreciation. They’re 
essentially $2.6 million, so they’re com-

parable with last year, a little bit lower 
because of some efforts around reevaluat-
ing how we look at some of our insurance 
costs while never compromising and also 
realizing some of the depreciation efforts 
of some of our long-term software initia-
tives that have become fully depreciated. 
Donations totaled about $1.1 million 
versus $1.3 million. Remember that there 
is an in-kind piece of donation that goes 
on. We have cash donations, which are 
supported by the investment portfolio, 
and on the in-kind piece, we’ve done 
some reevaluation to sort out how best to 
support our affiliates. That’s where you 
see the slight decrease. 

Finally, our balance sheet. The statement 
of financial position is a strategic asset 
as we move the organization forward 
through the efforts that Gina discussed. 
Total assets were approximately $260 
million, with investments of $189 million 
representing the largest asset class. Now, 
if we can pause for a minute and recall 
that the market was very ugly on March 
31, and since then we’ve seen a very 
nice recovery on our investments. We’re 
pleased about that. The liability section 
continues to be comprised of retirement 
plan and lease obligations, and obviously 
these long-term obligations represent an 
important factor in our future planning. 

Thank you, I appreciate your time. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to 
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contact me, and we’ll have the presenta-
tion on the Delegate Portal in a few days. 
Thank you. 

There was a vote on the amendment  
to Chapter 3, Section 12 of the Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows – Dog Show  
Classifications, which codifies the clarifi-
cation to the rule adopted by the Board at 
its May 2025 meeting that a competitive 
non-regular class may not be offered by 
an event committee for which castration 
or spaying is a condition of the class. 

This amendment was proposed by  
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee 
and brought forward with the approval  
of the Board of Directors. 

There was a two-thirds vote in the affir-
mative and the amendment was adopted.

The Chair called on the Executive Sec-
retary to read the proposed amendment 
to Article XIV, Section 1, of the Charter 
and Bylaws of The American Kennel Club. 

Ms. Goffe: This amendment is the  
Article XIV, Section 1, of the Charter 
and Bylaws of The American Kennel Club, 
which adds verbiage to address that a 
fee is required to be submitted to the 
event-giving club when a complaint is 
filed at an AKC event. 

The amendment was proposed by  
the Delegate Bylaws Committee and  
disapproved by the AKC Board at the 

February 2026 meeting. 

Pursuant to Article XX, Section 3 of 
the AKC Bylaws, the Delegate Bylaws 
Committee demanded that it be brought 
forward to the Delegates. 

It will be published in two issues of the 
AKC Gazette, and you will be asked to 
vote on it at the September 2026 meet-
ing. The full text is on the worksheet 
previously emailed. 

There were no questions or discussion.

Ms. DiNardo informed the Delegates 
that the proposed rule change to  
Chapter 11, Section 8, and Chapter 
11, Section 8-D of the Rules Applying to 
Dog Shows will be read and voted as one 
amendment. 

The Chair called on the Executive Secre-
tary to read the proposed amendment  
to Chapter 11, Section 8 of the Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows – Dog Show Entries, 
Conditions of Dogs Affecting Eligibility. 

Ms. Goffe: This amendment is to  
Chapter 11, Section 8 of the Rules  
Applying to Dog Shows – Dog Show Entries, 
Conditions of Dogs Affecting Eligibility, 
which inserts clarification and identifying 
language, revises format and relocates text 
involving change of appearance to Chapter 
11, Section 8-D. 

The amendment was proposed by the 
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee 
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and brought forward with the approval of 
the AKC Board of Directors. 

It will be published in two issues of the 
AKC Gazette, and you will be asked to 
vote on it at the September 2026 meet-
ing. The full text is on the worksheet 
previously emailed. 

There were no questions or discussion.

The Chair called on the Executive Sec-
retary to read the proposed amendment, 
Chapter 11, Section 8-D of the Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows – Dog Show En-
tries, Conditions of Dogs Affecting Eligi-
bility.

Ms. Goffe: This amendment is to  
Chapter 11, Section 8-D of the Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows – Dog Show Entries, 
Conditions of Dogs Affecting Eligibility, 
which inserts all text from Chapter 11, 
involving change of appearance, rearranges 
paragraph order to put like items together, 
and adds cropping of ears and docking of 
tail for clarity. 

This amendment was proposed by the 
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee 
and brought forward with the approval of 
the AKC Board of Directors. 

It will be published in two issues of the 
AKC Gazette, and you will be asked to 
vote on it at the September 2026 meet-
ing. The full text is on the worksheet 
previously emailed. 

There were no questions or discussion.

The Chair called on Bill Ellis, Senior  
Director of Broadcasting, for a presenta-
tion on Reimagining Dog Sports for  
Television and Beyond, who spoke as 
follows:

Good morning. This feels even more 
appropriate following Doug and talking 
about the evolution of our dog sports. 
Last year I came up here and spoke about 
the reach that we have through our pro-
duction and television broadcasts on 
national television, on ABC and ESPN, 
and also our weekly syndicated show. 
What I want to talk to you about today is 
taking a step back and looking closer at 
the events and how we reimagine these 
for television. It’s no secret that the tele-
vision audience evolves very, very quickly. 
You could still get a DVD in the mail 
from Netflix three years ago and send it 
back to them. It changes very, very quick-
ly. Our productions need to change and 
evolve at that same rate. It’s not enough 
to just cover competition. Viewers expect 
stories, personalities. They need all of the 
context that goes around the competition 
that they are watching. The challenge 
that we are continually faced with is not 
simply producing an event, whether it’s a 
Conformation dog show, an Agility trial, 
Diving Dogs, et cetera, but rather creat-
ing a whole experience for the audience. 
I think one of the best examples that we 
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can look to is the AKC National Cham-
pionship dog show. We’re all familiar with 
the great event in Orlando at the end of 
the year. We produce it live for everyone 
to enjoy in the moment digitally. Then 
the show is turned around, produced very 
quickly for a television special to air on 
the ABC television network. This past 
December was the sixth year in a row 
that the show premiered on ABC. Like 
we do every year, we do a lot of research, 
we do a lot of analysis, and we worked 
very closely with our partners at ABC to 
adjust the premier of that show to 12:00 
p.m. Eastern as opposed to mid-afternoon 
because we felt strongly that it would 
provide us with a much more robust au-
dience. ABC agreed, and thankfully that 
came to fruition. It was the best result 
that we have had with that show on ABC, 
reaching millions of people. I think the 
best takeaway and talking point that all of 
you can go out and spread the word about 
is that this show was the number one rat-
ed show on television, on any channel, be-
tween 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. that day, 
that was not the NFL. We will take that 
company every day and twice on Sundays. 

Anytime we produce our shows, it’s really 
about meeting these audiences where they 
are.

They consume content in so many dif-
ferent ways. We can’t assume that they’re 
consuming 

this content for the first time on televi-
sion. Maybe it’s digitally, maybe it’s in 
person at an event. These productions 
need to evolve through enhanced sto-
rytelling, fan engagement, production 
quality, all of the things that keep an 
audience engaged. It’s not about making 
changes to any of the sports but rather 
changing the way that audiences expe-
rience them. A big part of the way that 
we do that is through the power of story-
telling, something that we look to in not 
only the broadcast but working closely 
with our digital team, social media team 
and the editorial team so that we can 
really highlight these great stories for the 
viewers. It might be about a competitor 
and their dog. It might be about a Junior 
Handler showcasing the next generation 
of our sports. It might be about a work-
ing dog outside the ring as a therapy dog. 
It’s those stories that really enhance the 
production and in turn, amplify the expe-
rience for the audience. 

In addition to stories, it’s about great cin-
ematic camera work. Elevating it through 
slow motion, enhanced data and graph-
ics. We have spent more than the last year 
developing how we show data, metrics, 
statistics through television. Audiences 
expect those from sporting events, right? 
We all have seen so many examples of 
this. We are starting to bring that to life 
this year. What was the speed of that dog 
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as they went through an Agility course? 
How high did they jump off that dock? 
What was the force of that dog coming 
off the dock when they were competing 
in Diving Dogs? All of those different 
elements combined to create this mod-
ern sports presentation. One of the ways 
that this has really come to life recently 
is just a couple of days ago. We were in 
Philadelphia at the Navy Yard on their 
Marine Parade Grounds. We took over 
this incredible field, and we hosted the 
American Kennel Club Celebrates USA 
250. Three days, three events that were all 
produced for ESPN that will premier later 
this summer, all under the same theme of 
celebrating America’s 250th anniversary. 

In continuing this kind of innovation and 
elevating of the sports, we had Diving 
Dogs on Friday, then turning our atten-
tion to Agility for Saturday and Sunday. 
I want to highlight the Sunday Agility 
event, the Agility Team Challenge. This is 
a brand-new event, first-of-its-kind team 
event through AKC Agility. We worked 
very closely with the AKC Agility staff, 
as well as getting feedback from Agility 
competitors because we really sought to 
create an event that would be new, not 
only for television audiences, but new for 
those competitors and a way for them 
to showcase their dogs in a different and 
unique way. The first thing we did was 
identify six team captains, not only peo-

ple that compete at the highest levels of 
the sport, but people that we identified 
as being great ambassadors for this new 
event. From there, we assigned addition-
al team members. We ended up with six 
teams. They represented six different 
cities from across the country in keeping 
with this patriotic USA 250 theme. They 
competed on a larger Agility ring in two 
early rounds. There were some nuances 
to those courses that you wouldn’t find 
at a typical AKC Agility trial. Based on 
those results, they were seeded and put 
into a bracket. Once again, sports au-
diences are pretty familiar with what a 
bracket format looks like. We turned that 
ring into two. We split it right down the 
middle, and teams competed head-to-
head in three different knockout rounds. 
So, a completely different competition 
experience, a completely different visual 
experience, not only for those there, but 
for the television audience as well. 

We were thrilled with how it went, but 
the most impactful takeaway was how 
excited and how much these teams really 
embraced this new format. They were so 
excited to get to compete with their dogs 
in a different way and have this incredible 
camaraderie among their teammates in a 
sport that is traditionally just an individu-
al sport. 

As we were getting ready for this week-
end and we knew that we were going to 
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have Agility on one side of the field and 
Diving Dogs on the other side of the field, 
we realized that we needed to create a 
centralized hub, if you will, for not only 
competitors, but the fans and spectators 
that were going to be there. I would like to 
introduce you to the AKC Doghouse. 

The goal with the AKC Doghouse was 
to create a more elevated and premium 
experience. This is an image from this 
past weekend. The AKC Doghouse was 
built in the middle of the field. It’s open 
air. It was really kind of the anchor for 
not only the field, but all of these events 
as well. There was a Kid Zone. There was 
an AKC Meet the Breeds® activation. 
We had about 10 to 12 breeds each day 
for the public to come and interact with. 
There was AKC branding throughout, 
which included QR codes that led people 
back to learn more about all of the work 
that we do at the American Kennel Club. 
This also provided a hub for all of the 
brands and sponsors that interact with 
these shows and, you know, quite frankly, 
allow us to continue to do them and give 
them that touch point with audiences. 
We’re very happy with how it turned out 
and equally excited that it’s something 
that we will be able to continue to roll 
out and customize at future events. I 
won’t leave you without a video. Gina 
showed a video. Doug had a video. The 
video guy has to have a video. I will let 

you enjoy this short video, which high-
lights some of the work that the team 
has done over the last 18 months to put 
these shows together. 

(Video played.) 

Mr. Ellis: As we look ahead, I’ll leave 
you with a couple of points. One, the 
evolution of the American Kennel Club 
on television, specifically through this 
partnership with ESPN and ABC is very 
intentional and very thoughtful and does 
not happen by accident. We are a small 
but mighty team. We have great produc-
tion partners. We work very, very hard to 
bring these events to life and showcase 
them on ESPN, who are incredibly sup-
portive of the work that we do. There is 
always a focus on promoting not only 
the actual event that you’re watching, 
but the AKC mission and messaging and 
introducing audiences to the ways that 
they can get involved through the AKC. 
My hope is always that folks will watch it 
and go, “Wow, I didn’t know that I could 
do that with my dog.” I want to learn 
more. If you’re free this weekend, you 
have two opportunities to watch shows 
that were produced earlier this year, both 
on ESPN2. We just confirmed yesterday 
afternoon that there will be an encore 
broadcast of the National Agility Cham-
pionship on Saturday at 12:00 p.m. ET 
and the Diving Dogs Premier Cup on 
Sunday at 2:00 p.m. ET. Hopefully every-
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one will get a chance to watch, and even 
more importantly, you’ll spread the word. 
Thank you. 

Ms. DiNardo: This department has done 
exceptional work by partnering with the 
most important sports network in the 
world and making AKC events relatable 
to millions of people, encouraging them 
to join our AKC family. We are fortunate 
to have such an amazing team.

The Chair called on Mari-Beth O’Neill, 
VP of Sports Services, for a presentation 
on behalf of AKC and the Junior Task 
Force Committee, in support of 4-H Ca-
nine Clubs, who spoke as follows:

Good morning again. Today I’d like to 
recognize two clubs that have established 
Junior clubs under the umbrella of their 
All-Breed clubs, based on their relation-
ships and involvement with the local 4-H 
club. They are Finger Lakes Kennel Club 
and Greater Clark County Kennel Club.

Finger Lakes Kennel Club member in-
volvement with the Junior Tailwaggers 
goes back at least 45 years. Over the 
years, various members have volunteered 
as instructors, judges, mentors, and 
more. Part of this initially was that all the 
local dog groups used the same location 
to hold training classes, sharing space 
equaled sharing time, equipment, and 
resources. Currently, Finger Lakes Ken-
nel Club supports the 4-H club by loan-

ing equipment for their trials, sponsoring 
awards, and helping promote the club. 
4-H members can attend their drop-in 
handling classes at no charge. 

When AKC formalized the Junior Liaison 
position, Melissa LoPinto became Fin-
ger Lakes Kennel Club’s point person. 
She and Jacob Ragusa spearheaded the 
Finger Lakes Kennel Club establishment 
of a Junior Kennel Club under the um-
brella of Finger Lakes Kennel Club. The 
ten members of the Finger Lakes Ken-
nel Club are also Junior members of the 
Finger Lakes Kennel Club. They ran the 
Plan B match this spring and are plan-
ning next spring’s event already. They 
volunteer as jump setters, leash runners, 
and general gofers at Agility trials. Some 
of the older Juniors are starting to learn 
how to steward in Conformation. They 
have helped at shows, matches, Earth 
Dog, Fast CAT®, and are also active in 
4-H beyond dog events. Over the years, 
Tompkins County 4-H Junior Tailwaggers 
members have joined other 4-H clubs, 
and their artwork, scientific presenta-
tions, baked goods, and more have been 
recognized as the Tompkins County and 
New York State Fairs. 

The Finger Lakes Kennel Club member-
ship recognizes the importance of 4-H 
as a resource for dog sports, both for the 
AKC as well as other organizations. We 
are proud of our Junior members and the 
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Junior Kennel Club and are excited for 
the future of all. Thank you to Amanda 
Pough, President of Finger Lakes Ken-
nel Club, and alumna of the Tompkins 
County 4-H Junior Tailwaggers. Margaret 
Pough, would you please come and ac-
cept this certificate for the club? 

(Certificate presented.)

Ms. O’Neill: Seeing as how Marga-
ret’s daughter, Amanda, is the current 
club president, this is an appropriate 
multi-generation honor.

Greater Clark County Kennel Club has 
supported the 4-H club in Clark Coun-
ty, Washington for many years through 
trophy sponsorship, donating time for 
training, judging matches and fairs, and 
hosting a Meet the Breeds event at the 
local fair. The percent of 4-H’rs coming 
into AKC events was low, so the Greater 
Clark County Kennel Club AKC Junior 
Club was established to help streamline 
more connections to getting more 4-H’rs 
into AKC events. The goal was not to 
just support Junior Showmanship, but 
to develop strong leaders in all venues 
of AKC. Greater Clark County Kennel 
Club established a Junior club under its 
umbrella, led by Emily Fish. The mem-
bers of this group have assisted in coor-
dinating with the club, offering Junior 
Showcase events, coordinating a match, 
and they are planning a Scent Work trial 

the weekend of June 27-28, 2026. Dele-
gates Karen Burgess and Don James are 
two members of Greater Clark County 
Kennel Club. 

(Certificate presented.)

Thank you to both of these clubs for 
establishing these Junior clubs to become 
involved in the running and coordinat-
ing of multiple AKC events and learning 
leadership skills.

The Chair called on the Executive Sec-
retary to read the list of vacancies for the 
Delegate Standing Committees that are 
to be filled in September. 

Ms. Goffe: These are the vacancies on 
Delegate Standing Committees that are 
to be filled at the September 2026 Dele-
gate meeting: 

All-Breed Clubs Committee –  
3 three-year terms. 

Bylaws Committee – 4 three-year 
terms. 

Canine Health Committee –  
4 three-year terms.

Companion Events Committee –  
3 three-year terms. 

Delegate Advocacy and Advancement 
Committee – 3 three-year terms. 

Dog Show Rules Committee –  
3 three-year terms; 2 one-year terms. 
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Field Trial and Hunting Test Events 
Committee – 4 three-year terms. 

Herding, Earth, Dog, Coursing and 
Scent Work Events Committee –  
3 three-year terms. 

Parent Clubs Committee –  
3 three-year terms; 1 one-year term. 

Perspectives Editorial Staff –  
6 two-year terms; 3 one-year terms. 

Ms. DiNardo announced that the Del-
egates will be emailed self-nomination 
forms by the end of June. The self-nom-
ination form must be returned to the 
Executive Secretary by Monday, July 20, 
2026. 

Questions on procedures to be followed 
should be directed to the Executive Sec-
retary. Delegates may only self-nominate 
for one committee, except that a member 
of the Perspectives Editorial Staff may also 
serve on another standing committee. 

In August, the Delegates will be emailed 
the nominees for each committee and 
their qualification statements with the 
September meeting notification.

The Chair called on Bob Rynkiewicz, 
Delegate from the Eastern German 
Shorthaired Pointer Club, to provide 
an update on AKC PAC, who spoke as 
follows:

Good morning, all. As you know, this is 

an election year. I’d like to start off by 
thanking Government Relations for the 
work that they’re doing to keep us in-
formed, especially on topics such as the 
Farm Bill. I also want to personally thank 
each and every one of you, if you’ve con-
tacted your Senators or Representatives. 
You can still reach out to them. They 
are going to be voting by the end of this 
month. We need to make the impact. We 
need to have this bill passed without all 
the extra flim-flam stuff that goes along 
with it. You have groups that are trying to 
push through, as I would say, nonsense 
amendments. We need to get out there. 
You probably have gotten a memo from 
Government Relations with a form letter 
that also has contact information for your 
Senators. Please take that form letter and 
customize it. Tell the folks what you do, 
how you’re involved with dogs, and how 
important it is. 

Regarding the PAC, there’s a table out-
side. We’re looking to raise money. One 
thing that many of you probably don’t 
know is that 100 percent of the contribu-
tions you make go to support your leg-
islators, whether at the federal, state, or 
local level, pertaining to dog legislation. 
Many times, you go to different organiza-
tions, and they say, “Make a contribution: 
$12 a month, $19 a month.” Of that, 
maybe a dollar goes to the real cause. In 
your case here, 100 percent goes. Also, 
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this year, the PAC is offering a week-long 
trip.

Ms. Goffe: This is our trip to the beach in 
Costa Rica. 

Mr. Rynkiewicz: Two bedrooms, two 
baths, living room, and it overlooks the 
ocean. Tickets are $25 each, five for 
$100. I’m willing to take $500 bills from 
you. All right, thank you very much, and 
we’ll see you outside at the donation 
booth. 

The Chair informed the Delegates that 
the Tuesday, September 15, 2026 Dele-
gate Meeting will be held at the Double-
tree Newark Airport Hotel. More de-
tailed information will be emailed as soon 
as it becomes available. 

Lunch was served following the meeting’s 
conclusion on the Terrace.

Delegates were not required to return 
the badges; new badges will be printed 
at each meeting. Delegates were given an 
option to recycle the badge holders and 
lanyards. 

The following Delegates spoke during 
New Business:

Helen Prince, Delegate from the Scottish 
Terrier Club of America, spoke on be-
half of the Parent Clubs Committee, who 
presented the Pat Laurans Difference 
Maker Award for the quarter. The three 
honorees were Gayle Bontecou, Thomas 

H. Bradley III and Harry Miller.

Dr. Charles Garvin, Delegate from the 
Dalmatian Club of America, recognized 
an upcoming milestone, the 250th anni-
versary of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, and noted that it has been one 
year since Gina DiNardo first presided 
over the Delegate meeting. He described 
the past year a “new era” for the AKC, 
marked by improved attitude, morale, 
efficiency, and effectiveness across the 
organization. He referenced support from 
the AKC Board of Directors for Gina Di-
Nardo as President and encouraged the 
Delegate Body to formally demonstrate 
support and appreciation for her leader-
ship. 

(Standing ovation.)

Eduardo Fugiwara, Delegate from the 
Two Cities Kennel Club, emphasized the 
importance of watching the two AKC 
Sports TV programs on ESPN this week-
end. He encouraged the Delegates to not 
only watch themselves, but to also invite 
club members, families, and friends to 
tune in, as higher viewership can lead to 
more rebroadcasts and attract sponsors. 
He expressed gratitude to the Broadcast-
ing department and current sponsors for 
their efforts.

Monica Stoner, Delegate from the Saluki 
Club of America, spoke as the Editor of 
Perspectives, sharing that the next issue 
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will focus on Juniors and Junior articles. 
She asked the Delegates to send pictures 
of kids and their dogs outside the show 
ring. Monica assured potential contrib-
utors that even if they felt they couldn’t 
write well, they could submit their ideas 
for refinement.

Neal Goodwin, Delegate from the 
Flat-Coated Retriever Society of Amer-
ica, personally addressed the decline 
in entries at Conformation events and 
the importance of recognition for dogs 
through group placements. He point-
ed out that the increase in recognized 
breeds from 126 in 1983 to 205 today 
has lowered the chances of any breed 
receiving a placement from 22 percent 
to less than 14 percent, reducing the 
incentive for exhibitors to participate. 
Neal proposed that groups with more 
than 30 breeds should have six place-
ments, while those with fewer than 30 
should have five, adding a total of 12 
placements per show and potentially 
increasing exhibitor participation and 
entry fees. 

Hearing no further business, the Chair 
adjourned the meeting.

(One sharp rap of the gavel.)

(Proceedings concluded at 12:00 p.m. 
ET.)   

The opinions expressed by the 
speakers may not necessarily reflect 
those of The American Kennel Club. 


