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The American Kennel Club® (AKC®) is a not-for-profit organization established in 1884 to promote the study,
breeding, exhibiting, and advancement of purebred dogs. Together with our clubs and affiliates, AKC works to advance
the health and wellbeing of all dogs, protect the rights of dog owners, and promote responsible dog ownership. We
represent nearly 5,000 dog clubs nationally, including 176 clubs in the state of lllinois.

The AKC sanctions over 28,000 dog events each year, which generate significant economic benefits to local
communities in addition to the millions of dollars AKC dog owners in lllinois spend annually on their dogs.
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The AKC Canine Health Foundation® (CHF) has invested nearly $1.05M in canine health research at lllinois
institutions statewide through the support of 25 projects, research grants, and educational studies to benefit
dogs. This research has spanned topics related to general canine health as well as specific projects focusing on
immunology and infectious disease, cardiology, dermatology, allergic disease, gastrointestinal disease,
musculoskeletal conditions, and disease, neurology, oncology including hemangiosarcoma and lymphoma,
reproductive conditions and disease, and pharmacology at the University of lllinois, Southern lllinois
University-Carbondale, and the Student American Veterinary Medical Association. There are currently 9
active grants which include defining the best duration of antibiotic therapy for canine superficial pyoderma, a
study on suppression of canine hemangiosarcoma, and improving the treatment of canine blastomycosis
through therapeutic drug monitoring. Additionally, CHF awarded 2 two-year clinician-scientist fellowships at
the University of lllinois to support the future generation of researchers. CHF prioritizes a One Health and
comparative medicine research approach to diagnose and treat health conditions that affect both ends of the
leash while advancing canine health for all dogs.

For details contact doglaw@akc.org or visit www.akc.org.
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