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What's New in Government

Relations

We’re proud to announce the new 2025

AKC Impact by State report is now

available.  These comprehensive reports

highlight the positive impact that AKC,

AKC local and breed clubs, and our

affiliates have in each state, including

the economic impact of AKC events in

local communities.  

READ MORE

 

 

The articles below are a digest of blogs

recently published by AKC Government

Relations. To view all resources, please

click here.

New in the GR Toolbox: 2025

AKC Impact by State Reports

The AKC Government Relations

Department is pleased to introduce

newly updated AKC economic and

community impact figures for all 50

states.  The AKC Impact by State report

provides data on the positive impact

that AKC affiliates, clubs, and events

have in each state. This valuable

information is helpful to share with

lawmakers, local media, chambers of

commerce and other community

entities

READ MORE

 

 

AKC Lauds Declaration of

March 13 as K-9 Veteran’s Day

The New York General Assembly

recently passed a resolution to declare

March 13 as “K9 Veterans Day” in the

state. Assembly Resolution 1012

declared the day is to “[remember] the

thousands of dogs who have served the

United States…with honor, dignity and

valor…” and is based on a national

movement by the K9 Corps to

encourage the entire country to

recognize these dogs on March 13. 

READ MORE

 

Maryland Capitol Goes to the

Dogs for a Day

After a hiatus of several years, friendly

four‑legged visitors once again

brightened the halls of the Maryland

General Assembly.  On March 4, the

American Kennel Club (AKC) and

Responsible Dog Owners of Maryland

(RDO‑MD) welcomed over 300

legislators and staff to the House of

Delegates Office Building for the return

of the popular “Canines at the Capitol”

event.

READ MORE

 

Legislative Information and Updates

Linked below are some highlights of pending legislation impacting dog ownership

and dog owners’ rights across the country. For more information on these issues,

and information on how you can get involved, visit the AKC GR Legislative Action

Center here.

Visit the 2026 Legislation Tracking map for the most up-to-date information on

state and federal legislation. This site, updated each weekday, provides the latest

bill text, status, and links to legislative alerts posted by the AKC. 

In addition to tracking and responding to legislative proposals, AKC Government

Relations addresses dog-related regulatory proposals from the U.S. federal

government, all 50 states, and the District of Columbia. AKC GR’s Regulatory

Resource Center provides updates on federal and state regulatory issues that may

impact dog owners.

Federal

Issues that may

affect all dog

owners in the U.S.

State

Issues specific to

your state 

Local

Issues at the city,

county, and

metropolitan levels,

and in U.S.

territories 

Regulatory

regulatory issues at

the federal, state,

and local levels

 

Please contact AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org for more information

or to let us know what’s happening in your local community.
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