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What's New in Government

Relations

As the holiday season approaches, AKC
Government Relations is taking time to
reflect on all we have to be thankful for
this year. At the top of this list is our
appreciation for each club member,
breeder, exhibitor and dog owner who
took the time to reach out to their
lawmakers and join us in the fight to
protect the future of purebred dogs in
their state and community.

READ MORE

AKC Concerns on Unintended
Consequences of Proposed
Dog Laws

See AKC letter to Congress regarding
unintended consequences of proposed
dog laws by clicking here.

Why November’s Elections
Were Critical for Purebred
Dogs

While much of media is already looking
ahead to 2026 elections, some of the
most important elections for purebred
dog owners and exhibitors happened at
the beginning of November.

Virginia and New Jersey elected state
legislators and governors this year, and
communities across the country chose
leaders for city, county and other local
positions.

READ MORE

New California Laws Regulate
Dog Sales - What They Mean
for Breeders and Rescues

In September 2024, the Los Angeles
Times published an extensive report on

the market for dog importation into
California. The investigative report
described a market filled with
unscrupulous brokers masquerading as
animal rescues; these actors often sold
sick puppies while fraudulently masking
their origin; in some cases, these
puppies were falsely advertised as being
AKC-registered.

READ MORE

AKC PAC Caricatures at the
AKC National Championship in
Orlando

Acclaimed caricature artist Rafael Diez
is coming back to ANC this year! For a
donation of $40 to the AKC PAC, you
can sit for a caricature of you and your
dog on a special AKC National
Championship 2024 holiday ornament
(2-image maximum per ornament) or
digital image. If you prefer to pre-order
your drawing, you can send us a photo,
and we'll have it ready for you to pick up
at the show (details below). Please
consider making a $100 donation for
three ornaments or digitals to share
with the special dog lovers in your life!

READ MORE

Unleashing Potential: Save the
Date for the 2026 AKC
National Detection Dog
Conference

The American Kennel Club (AKC)
Detection Dog Task Force is pleased to
announce that the 2026 National
Detection Dog Conference will return
to Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina,
August 4-6, 2026.

“Unleashing Potential - Building
America’s Canine Defense, One Puppy
ataTime” is the theme of the 2026
National Detection Dog Conference,
celebrating our mission to strengthen
detection dog programs through
science, innovation, and collaboration.

READ MORE

Legislative Information and Updates

Linked below are some highlights of pending legislation impacting dog ownership

and dog owners'’ rights across the country. For more information on these issues,

and information on how you can get involved, visit the AKC GR Legislative Action

Center here.

Visit the 2025 Legislation Tracking map for the most up-to-date information on
state and federal legislation. This site, updated each weekday, provides the latest

bill text, status, and links to legislative alerts posted by the AKC.

In addition to tracking and responding to legislative proposals, AKC Government

Relations addresses dog-related regulatory proposals from the U.S. federal
government, all 50 states, and the District of Columbia. AKC GRis Regulatory
Resource Center provides updates on federal and state regulatory issues that may

impact dog owners.

Issues that may affect all
dog owners in the U.S.

Issues specific to your regulatory issues at the
state federal, state, and local
levels

Please contact AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org for more information
or to let us know what’s happening in your local community.
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