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What's New in Government

Relations

The American Kennel Club (AKC)®  and

our 5,000 dog clubs are a vital part of

communities across the country. One of

the most compelling ways we can tell

the story of our impact is through the

 “AKC Impact By State” report, which

provides a detailed look at the economic

benefits of AKC events, clubs, AKC

Reunite ® Adopt a K-9 Cop Grants and

Disaster Relief Trailers, AKC Canine

Health Foundation® health research 

grants, and other initiatives in all 50

states.

This year’s newly released report offers

easy-to-share, one-page summaries for

each state, along with a national

overview and cover letter. These

materials are designed to help dog

owners, club members, and advocates

communicate with lawmakers, local

media, and chambers of commerce

about the role the AKC plays in

supporting local economies and

communities. 

READ MORE

 

 

New in the GR Toolbox: AKC

GR Releases Updated

Economic Impact By State

Reports

The AKC Government Relations

Department is pleased to introduce

newly updated AKC economic and

community impact figures for all 50

states. The  AKC Impact By State report

provides valuable information to share

with lawmakers, local media, chambers

of commerce and other community

entities about the positive impact that

AKC clubs, affiliates and events have in

each and every state. 

READ MORE

 

 

 

AKC Provides Briefing To

Congressional Staff on

Differences between Animal

Rights from Animal Welfare

Last week, the American Kennel Club

(AKC) presented an educational briefing

in Washington, D.C., to Congressional

staff on the differences between animal

rights and animal welfare- based

philosophies and public policy.  

AKC, represented by Vice President,

Government Relations, Sheila Goffe,

joined Emily Ellis of the Animal

Agriculture Alliance, Kelly George, PhD,

of the Zoological Association of

America, and Will Coggin of Berman and

Company. 

READ MORE

 

Mixed-Breed Dogs Are Not

Healthier Than Purebreds

Every breed tells a remarkable story.

From the Steppes of Central Asia

(Tibetan Mastiffs) to the companions of

Chinese emperors (Pekingese), to the

Bedouin hunting dogs of the Middle

East (Salukis), or the scrappy vermin

hunters (terriers) and farm dogs of the

British Isles, our dog breeds are

connected to the people and cultures

that developed and worked with them

side-by-side. Purebred dogs speak of

the native environment and the work

that required specific characteristics for

that breed to survive, thrive in its work,

and bond with its people. And those

stories and characteristics live on in our

dogs today. The American Kennel Club

(AKC) approved Breed Standards not

only offer a blueprint for a fit and

healthy dog of a particular breed, they

also remind us why these characteristics

are important. 

READ MORE

 

 

AKC DDTF Webinar: Essential

Skills All Breeders Should

Know

Recently, the AKC Detection Dog Task

Force (DDTF) hosted the first webinar

of a two-part series Dr. Carmen

Battaglia, AKC Board Director and

DDTF Co-Chair, on the foundations of

building an exceptional breeding

program.

Dr. Battaglia noted that when selecting

a sire and dam, it’s crucial to offset their

strengths and weaknesses. Evaluating

them for correct and balancing

structure is one of the first – and most

important—steps in making breeding

decisions. He explored the seven traits

described in breed standards that

identify physical characteristics that

give a dog its unique shape, movement

and overall appearance and enable it to

perform the job it is intended to do. He

also introduced attendees to a unique

coding strategy to identify

faults/disorders, including his “stick

dog” pedigrees, to highlight trends and

patterns in a dog’s pedigree.

READ MORE

 

Legislative Information and Updates

Linked below are some highlights of pending legislation impacting dog ownership

and dog owners’ rights across the country. For more information on these issues,

and information on how you can get involved, visit the AKC GR Legislative Action

Center here.

Visit the 2025 Legislation Tracking map for the most up-to-date information on

state and federal legislation. This site, updated each weekday, provides the latest

bill text, status, and links to legislative alerts posted by the AKC. 

In addition to tracking and responding to legislative proposals, AKC Government

Relations addresses dog-related regulatory proposals from the U.S. federal

government, all 50 states, and the District of Columbia. AKC GR’s Regulatory

Resource Center provides updates on federal and state regulatory issues that may

impact dog owners.

Federal

Issues that may

affect all dog

owners in the U.S.

State

Issues specific to

your state 

Local

Issues at the city,

county, and

metropolitan levels,

and in U.S.

territories 

Regulatory

regulatory issues at

the federal, state,

and local levels

 

Please contact AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org for more information

or to let us know what’s happening in your local community.
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