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we receive and the incred-
ible ways that dogs impact 
and improve our lives. The 
ACEs are proudly spon-
sored by Eukanuba. 

Winners will be 
announced in late 2025 
and will be highlighted in a 
made-for-TV special and 
will receive $1,000 to be 
awarded to a pet-related 
charity of their choice. 
Entries are open until July 1. 
More information is avail-
able at akchumanefund.org.

Lastly, the AKC Museum 
of the Dog is celebrating 
Irish breeds this month with 
their “Irish Breeds” exhibit. 
The exhibit will highlight 
the Emerald Isle’s most 
notable canines—from the 
mighty Irish Wolfhound to 
the dashing Irish Terrier 
and the rare Irish Red and 
White Setter. Explore the 
unique history of these Irish 
breeds and more through 
artists’ stunning portray-
als over the years. The 
Museum will also highlight 
the Irish Setter at their 
March Breed Spotlight 
event, on Sunday, March 

16, from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. 
Visitors will get the 

chance to meet a live dog 
and learn the history of the 
breed as well as key char-
acteristics of their anatomy 
and coat that help them 
meet the standard. This 
event is free for members 
and included with general 
admission for nonmembers. 

For more information on 
the exhibit or the in-person 
programming, please visit 
museumofthedog.org.

Until next time, have a fun 
and healthy spring.

“Rake,” an Irish Water Spaniel, by George Earl (c. 1870), is among 
the treasures on view at the AKC Museum of the Dog’s salute to Irish 
breeds.

Dennis B. Sprung
President and CEO

https://akchumanefund.org
https://museumofthedog.org
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ACE at 25
In the 25th anniversary year 

of the AKC Humane Fund 
Awards for Canine Excellence, 
thoughts turn to the begin-
ning. In the first ACE class, of 
2000, was a grizzled German 
Shepherd Dog named Appollo, 
an NYPD K-9 of national 
renown. A year after receiving 
the first law-enforcement ACE, 
old Appollo worked his final 
assignment, as the NYPD’s lead 
dog in a vain but valiant attempt 
to find survivors in the rubble 
of the World Trade Center. 
Twenty-five years later, Appollo 
remains the standard for what 
an ACE dog can be.

Do you know a dog who has 
in some way channeled his 
inner Appollo, one who has 
performed some distinguished 
service in behalf of humankind? 
If so, please consider making an 

ACE nomination in this 
silver-anniversary year.

As we have been saying for a 
quarter century, we’re looking 
for a few good dogs.

Make an ACE nomination

2000: Appollo 
models his ACE 
medallion.

On Our Cover
“Golden Memories,” by Stephen Hubbell 
(1991), AKC Museum of the Dog
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Best in Show
Giant Schnauzer GCh.G 

Hearthmore’s Wintergreen 
Mountain, RI, CGC, TKN, 
FITB; judge Paula Nykiel

Reserve Best in Show
Whippet GCh.P Pinnacle 

Kentucky Bourbon

Sporting Group 
(Entry: 447)

English Springer Spaniel 
GCh.P Telltale Bohemian 
Rhapsody; judge Virginia 
Murray

Hound Group 
(Entry: 362)

Whippet GCh.P  
Pinnacle Kentucky 
Bourbon; judge:  
Harold “Red” Tatro III

Working Group 
(Entry: 353)

Giant Schnauzer  
GCh.G Hearthmore’s 
Wintergreen Mountain, 
RI, CGC, TKN, FITB; 
judge Dr. Niksa Lemo

Terrier Group 
(Entry: 297)

Skye Terrier GCh.S 
Gleanntan’s Sure Shot 
Greyjoy; judge David J. 
Kirkland

Toy Group (Entry: 358)
Shih Tzu GCh.P 

Hallmark Jolei Out Of This 
World; judge Angela Pickett

Non-Sporting Group 
(Entry: 289)

Bichon Frise GCh.S Top 
Speed Neal; judge Vicki 
Seiler-Cushman

Herding Group 
(Entry: 393)

German Shepherd 
Dog GCh.P Kaleef’s 
Mercedes; judge Janina K. 
Laurin

Best Junior Handler in 
Show

Taylor Johnson, with Old 
English Sheepdog GCh.S 
Bugaboo’s Let It Be; Judge: 
Elizabeth Jordan-Nelson

Masters Agility 
Championship

Westminster 
Results

The 149th Westminster Kennel Club show, Madison Square 
Garden, New York City, February 10 and 11 (Entry: 2,652)

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/news/westminster-masters-agility-2025/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/news/westminster-masters-agility-2025/
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The most successful dog book ever published, 
with over two million copies sold, The New 
Complete Dog Book is the American Kennel 
Club’s bible of dogs, a celebration of every 
breed— over 200 recognized by the AKC. 

This volume offers readers: 

• Official standard for every AKC-recognized 
breed

• Over 800 exceptional color photographs of 
adults and puppies

• Spotlight on finding well-bred puppies, 
sports, and activities for dogs and owners

This 23rd edition of  The American Kennel 
Club’s The New Complete Dog Book 
belongs in every dog lover’s home, the library 
of every town and institution, and dog club 
reference section in America.

Available at Amazon or in the AKC Shop at shop.akc.org

THE ONE BOOK
EVERY DOG LOVER NEEDS

COMPLETELY

UPDATED & 

EXPANDED!

Don’t miss these upcoming dog shows live-
streamed free on AKC.tv. And while you are 
there, check out the archive of previous shows. 

March 15
Kentuckiana Cluster

March 22
New Brunswick KC

AKC.tv Viewer’s Guide

https://shop.akc.org/products/the-new-complete-dog-book/
https://akc.tv/events


https://dogwriters.org
https://dogwriters.org
https://www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/family-dog/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPfEv_pKgm7eKlYtGTtMNag4L1QAYaogi
https://www.bmdca-store.com/The-Alpenhorn_c_36.html
https://www.bmdca-store.com/The-Alpenhorn_c_36.html
https://www.bmdca-store.com/The-Alpenhorn_c_36.html
https://dogwriters.org/winners/


SUPERINTENDENT MB-F
ENTRIES CLOSE APRIL 2, 2025

THREE
DAYS OF

DOCK
DIVING

BABY
PUPPY

JUNIORS
CLINIC

DON’T MISS THE COLUMBIA TERRIER ASSOCIATION OF MARYLAND,
BALTIMORE COUNTY COMBINED SPECIALTIES, and

THE CHESAPEAKE TOY DOG FANCIERS CLUB GROUP

MARYLAND STATE FAIRGROUNDS • TIMONIUM, MARYLAND

https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/nohs-regional-events/


https://www.museumofthedog.org
https://www.museumofthedog.org
https://youtu.be/I7OiSFaI92g
https://youtu.be/I7OiSFaI92g
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RINGSIDE
AKC Meet the Breeds �| New York City, January 25 and 26

Photos by John Ricard ©AKC
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RINGSIDE
AKC Meet the Breeds �| New York City, January 25 and 26

Photos by John Ricard ©AKC
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RINGSIDE
AKC Meet the Breeds �| New York City, January 25 and 26
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RINGSIDE
AKC Meet the Breeds �| New York City, January 25 and 26

Photos by John Ricard ©AKC
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CLICK HERE
TO SUBSCRIBE!

BRING 
OUT  
THE  
BEST IN YOUR DOG

NO RISK GUARANTEE!
Cancel at any time, for any reason. The AKC will refund your money for any and all 

unreceived issues, no questions asked.

Now an exclusively digital  
magazine, AKC Family Dog is 
emailed directly to subscribers 
—so we’re with you and your dog 
wherever you go.

AKC’S  
MAGAZINE to

1 Year (6 issues) $12.95

2 Years (12 issues) $18.95
Another year just $6 more. 

BEST VALUE!

https://www.cambeywest.com/FDG/?f=paid&s=I5GAM  
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Golden
                 AgeAn eager, amiable, and adorable  

multi-tasker celebrates 100 years in AKC.
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ring. The Golden Retriever 
Club of America still o�ers 
the Working Certificate 
and Working Certificate 
Excellent tides at events 
held by local clubs through-
out the country. 

A good Golden is hap-
piest when he is with his 
people and doing what is 
asked of him. This makes 
the breed an outstanding 
competitor in obedience. 
Though perhaps not as 
flashy or quick as some 
other breeds, the typical 

Golden is pleased to work 
and his performance in the 

obedience ring is outstand-
ing. The first dog to earn the 

Breeder Mary Burke with her Golden Retriever Club of America Show Dog Hall of Fame bitch Am./Can. Ch. 
Amberac Asterling Aruba (center; b. 1979) and six of her champion sons

Ch./OTCH Sunstreak of Culynwood was 
1978’s top obedience dog, racking up 
646 Obedience Trial points on the year.

https://grca.org
https://grca.org
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please has been put to work 
in the exercises this sport 
requires, and the breed has 
excelled. 

Many Goldens hold 
advanced agility titles, with 
great numbers earning the 
MACH title. There are a 
number of Goldens who 
are top competitors in agil-
ity. Seeing a service dog 
at work is a heartwarming 
experience. Once more, 
the Golden’s temperament 
makes the breed a standout. 

Goldens are widely 
used as guide dogs for the 
blind, assistance dogs for 
those with many di�erent 
handicaps, and as therapy 
dogs. Goldens are used 
in bomb-detection work 
(one guarded the Statue 
of Liberty some time ago), 
and several Goldens were 
seen searching for survivors 
at Ground Zero after the 
September 11 attacks. A sig-
nificant number of Goldens 
are FEMA-certified search-
and-rescue dogs in many 
parts of the country. Yes, 
our Goldens are a multifac-
eted bunch.—J.P.

The Golden Retriever has been a fixture of the U.S. land-
scape for so long, it is hard to believe that there was a time 
when Americans had to be sold on the breed. In a GAZETTE 
article published in 1929, when Goldens were still a nov-
elty here, Jacqueline Cottingham introduces the breed to 
the American fancy. Cottingham was among England’s 
leading Golden breeders of the 1920s and ’30s.

I am not trying to “sell” my ideas to the American dog 
public. I am satisfied if I can interest America in the 
golden retriever as a sporting dog, as a companion, and 
as a friend. My dogs are that. And simply that. 

I hold that he is the most faithful and reliable of sport-
ing dogs. His handsome appearance and charming man-
ners put him foremost in the hearts of those who love 
sporting dogs. As a companion or as a friend he has no 
equal. You are his friend in need, and you will find him a 
friend indeed. 

I am satisfied that they are the best dogs in the land.—J.C.

The Soft Sell

Jacqueline Cottingham 
at her Woolley Hall 
kennel



Visit AKC.tv to see the  
latest dog show events.

Sit.Stay.Watch.

Also available on

Search AKC in the APP/Channel Store

https://akc.tv/
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William P. Gilbert, of 
Somerville, New 

Jersey, gave up his profes-
sional handler’s license in 
1964 to become a dog show 
photographer. 

His father, William J., was 
a Great Dane exhibitor who 
taught his son the handler’s 
trade. At 12 years old, in his 
Boy Scout uniform, Gilbert 
the younger handled his 
first dog at Westminster. 
He served four years as a 
Navy photographer and 
later attended the School 
of Modern Photography in 
New York.

In late 1964, William 
Brown eased into semiretire-
ment after years as one of the 
busiest official photographers 

in the dog game. Gilbert was 
his successor, mentored by 
Evelyn Shafer. A handling 
client said that Gilbert was 

  Gilbert:
  “From

Leash
        to
    Lens”

Boston Terrier, by Gilbert, was the cover 
shot of our January 1971 issue.
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TIMES PAST

going “from leash to lens,” a 
phrase the young photogra-
pher adopted as his motto. 

Gilbert’s territory 

encompassed shows in 
the Northeast and down 
the coast as far south as 
Virginia, shooting such 

high-profile assignments 
as Westminster and 
Montgomery County. Just 
as Shafer mentored him, 
Gilbert mentored young 
John Ashbey, himself a for-
mer Navy photographer. 

Gilbert often credited his 
handling experience with 
helping him obtain the most 
flattering shots of dogs. 
“One of the things that 
makes a picture interesting 
is the dog’s expression,” he 
said. 

“To get it, I’m following 
Bill Brown’s technique in 
barking at the dog, throw-
ing film packs, or doing just 
about anything to catch the 
dog’s attention. Without 
expression, a picture usually 
is no good.”

Gilbert died in 2020, at 
age 89, and was survived by 
his wife of 65 years, Ginny, 
and their children and 
grandchildren.

Gilbert’s career straddled the 
glossy black-and-white ’60s 
and the colorful Kodachrome 
’70s.
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VIDEOS

The Victory Lap

CBS News: Katie and Monty take the traditional post-show trot around New York. 1:43

Black Dog in the Big City

From Fox Sports, Monty goes BIS at Westminster’s return to the Garden. 18:17
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VIDEOS

The Toy Department

A Gazette Gallery slideshow: Toy-dog photography from the pages of the akc gazette. 1:12

Once Around

A nice video walk-through of AKC Meet the Breeds, presented by The Naked NYC. 20:01
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Vulpis and her 8-year-old Skye Terrier Archer sit atop the terrier world 
after winning Montgomery County in the fall, followed by a group 

victory at the Garden. In a post-win interview on the famous green carpet, 
Vulpis got the biggest laugh of Westminster week when she said, “This is a 
lot of cardio for a dog with such short legs and an owner who needs to work 
out.” After writing the final chapter of his Cinderella story, Archer has eased 
into a cozy retirement.

Antoinelle Vulpis



mailto:arliss.paddock%40akc.org?subject=
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Border Terrier

Toy
34	 Brussels Gri�ons

35	� Cavalier King Charles  

Spaniels

37	 Chihuahuas

39	 Havanese

41	 Italian Greyhounds

42	 Japanese Chin

44	 Papillons

46 	 Pekingese

48 	 Pomeranians

49	 Shih Tzu

50	 Toy Fox Terriers

Non-Sporting
53	 Bichons Frises

54	 Boston Terriers

56	 Bulldogs

58	 Chinese Shar-Pei

59	 Chow Chows

61	 Dalmatians

63	 French Bulldogs

65	 Lhasa Apsos

67	 Poodles 

70	 Shiba Inu

71	 Tibetan Spaniels

Herding
74	 Bearded Collies

76	 Belgian Malinois

78	 Belgian Sheepdogs

79	 Belgian Tervuren

81	 Briards

82	 Canaan Dogs

84	� Cardigan Welsh  

Corgis

86  	 Collies

88	 Icelandic Sheepdogs

91	� Norwegian Buhunds

92	� Old English Sheepdogs

95	� Pembroke Welsh Corgis

97	 Pulik

99	� Shetland Sheepdogs

101	� Swedish Vallhunds

this month

breed columns

The breed columns are a
time-honored feature of the
akc gazette. Each columnist
is appointed by the breed’s
national parent club, which
preserves the breed’s  
standard and helps to  
educate breeders, judges, 
and the public about the 
breed’s traits, history, care, 
and training. A national  
parent club is made up of 
dedicated breeders and  
fanciers and represents 
many years of collective  
experience in the breed.  
Columnists are asked to write 
about topics of interest to  
serious dog fanciers in  
general as well as those of 
specific interest to judges 
and devotees of the breed. 
The breed columns rotate 
quarterly by group so that 
each breed’s column can  
appear four times a year.  
Information and opinions  
expressed in the breed  
columns represent the  
views of their authors, not 
necessarily those of the 
breed’s parent club or the 
AKC. For questions about the 
breed columns, e-mail 
Arliss.Paddock@akc.org

about the breed  
columns

mailto:arliss.paddock%40akc.org?subject=
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Brussels Gri�ons
THE GENTLE NATURE OF MEN

In spending time with 
the people who acquire 

one of my Brussels Gri�on 
puppies, I’ve been struck by 
how these small dogs add to 
the quality of life for men. As 
an example, I got a call from 
a woman in Jupiter who said 
she and her husband had 
just retired and moved to 
Florida. She longed for the 
company of a small dog. 

The couple sat in my liv-
ing room. She played with 
two puppies, asking her hus-
band, “Ralph, which one? 
Which one do you like?”

Her husband rolled his 
eyes and yawned. “It’s your 
decision, Honey,” he said 
gru�y. “It’s your dog. I 
don’t have to like it.” 

She picked a happy red 
rough boy, and they drove 
o�, the wife happy, the hus-
band still muttering, “Oh, 
boy,” with disgust. 

She advised me of the 
puppy’s progress and sent 
photos so I could see how he 
was growing up. Six months 
later, she called again. 

“I need another puppy,” 

she said. “My husband stole 
mine.”

“What! He doesn’t even 
like dogs!”

“Now he does,” she 
replied. 

She must be exaggerating, 
I thought, but I invited her 
to the farm. 

Their entrance this time 
was very di�erent from 

six months ago. The hus-
band carried Buddy into 
the house. When he sat 
down, Buddy settled into 
the crook of his arm, which 
was obviously his usual 
spot. I was shocked at the 
physical change in this man. 
Last time, the set of his jaw 
and the cold look in his eye 
reflected his hardhearted, 

Brussels Griffon
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macho nature. Now, he 
was smiling slightly, and 
his shoulders were soft. 
He looked at Buddy with 
a�ection. 

“His favorite thing is walk-
ing that dog,” his wife said, 
shaking her head as though 
she still couldn’t believe it. 
“He doesn’t go places unless 
they let him bring the dog 
with him.”

Our culture dictates that 
men should be strong and 
protective. Many men don’t 
get a chance to be gentle 
and loving. They forget that 
part of them is there, as it 
is never encouraged. They 
fight their way through life. 

Brussels Gri�ons allow 
men, even big, gru� men 
like Ralph, to access part of 
themselves they don’t know 
very well. The Gri�on is 
not going to call him a sissy 
or laugh at him for being 
gentle. The Gri�on only 
asks for love and attention 
and gives back all the love 
and attention you need. 
Buddy showed Ralph a way 
of accessing the loving and 
gentle part of his nature. He 
had substantially changed 

Ralph’s life for the better. 
Buddy gave him emotional 
support he didn’t know he 
needed. 

As they left with a new 
puppy, the wife said to the 
husband, “Don’t you even 
touch this one!” They both 
smiled. Clearly, love and 
a�ection had found a foot-
hold in this marriage. And 
it was the Brussels Gri�on 
who brought it to them. 

—Sharon Sakson,
American Brussels Gri�on 

Associaion

Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels
WHAT’S A LITTLE SNOW?

Snowstorms are rare 
in Charleston, South 

Carolina, but this year one 
arrived just days before our 
specialty show! For the most 
part, when it snows, our 
world slows—if not comes 
to a complete stop—for a 
day or two. This year we 
did get a couple of inches 
of snow early in the week, 
on the Tuesday just prior 
to our weekend dog show, 
but in looking ahead the 

forecast temperatures were 
to be warming up to the 
40s before the end of the 
week, and most all would be 
melted. All looked good!

The Palmetto Cavalier 
King Charles Spaniel Club 
is a small club, and we were 
preparing to put on our 
annual back-to-back spe-
cialties concurrent with the 
Charleston Kennel Club. 
The show is held at a local 
area fairground. It is a good-
sized facility that o�ers a 
reasonably sized exhibit hall 
along with other buildings, 
a big RV parking area, and 
open grounds to set up out-
door rings. 

Things moved slowly 
after the storm: roads 
closed, schools closed, air-
port closed. Thawing was 
expected by Thursday, and 
we anticipated being back in 
business. 

However, by mid-morning 
Thursday, text messages 
started blowing up my 
phone. Had I seen the news? 
The dog show was can-
celed! It turns out that the 
owners of the fairgrounds 
had walked the grounds 

https://abga.club
https://abga.club
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mats, and tables that we 
could use).  

Now we could go on to the 
next step, which was getting 
permission from AKC. Our 
specialty chair called AKC 
and requested permission 
for what would now be an 
independent show. 

A crucial factor in our 
favor was that the training 
facility had already been 
used for AKC-sponsored 
events. Their answer was 
yes—and their representa-
tive would even stand by the 
phone if we had any ques-
tions over the weekend.

MB-F was also called. 
They would set us up as a 
“packaged show.” The neces-
sary show materials—judges’ 
books, stewards’ books, 
catalogs, exhibitor num-
bers—were FedEx’ed to us 
and were received on Friday. 
MB-F sent out emails noti-
fying all our exhibitors that 
our specialties were still on, 
indicating the new ring times 
and locations.

Saturday came, and many 
people, both club members 
and exhibitors, were there to 
help us get the ring set up—

get things set up around the 
ring, and get things in place. 
Sunday was much easier, 
since we had a better idea of 
what we were doing!

Did everything go per-
fectly? No! We did need to 
scramble to get a replace-
ment for our sweeps judge, 
who was not able to fly in 
because of the weather. 
Fortunately, we were able 
to get one of our local long-
time Cavalier breeders to 
do the job. The road condi-
tions in other parts of our 
surrounding area did keep 
some exhibitors away, but 
we were only down by 10. 
There were a few glitches 
here and there, but nothing 
insurmountable.

We indeed made it hap-
pen. One of the most 
interesting comments 
was how intimate it was. 
Exhibitors had a chance to 
talk with each other, and all 
the surrounding noise from 
a regular show environment 
was not missed. 

What we learned:
What you thought may 

have been impossible to 
accomplish, you can do!

Many hands make light 
work—everyone jumped in 
to help!

Exhibitors were apprecia-
tive of our e�orts and happy 
to be exhibiting.

We as a club proved to 
ourselves that we could pull 
o� what we thought was 
impossible.

Would we do it again? 
Time will tell—but this 
experience proved that with 
teamwork and determina-
tion (and a bit of luck), we 
can turn unexpected chal-
lenges into success!

—Barbara Waters, 
President, Palmetto CKCSC 
Bjwaters2025@gmail.com

American Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel Club

Chihuahuas
WHY YOU AREN’T WINNING IN 
THE SHOW RING

You went to see a dog 
show and thought it 

would be a great family 
hobby. You decided to look 
online for a show dog to 
purchase. Hey, that was 
easy! You walk in the ring 
with your beautiful little 

mailto:Bjwaters2025%40gmail.com?subject=
https://ACKCSC.org
https://ACKCSC.org
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Chihuahua, expecting that 
blue ribbon, and maybe also 
the purple ribbon for points. 

What? You didn’t win? 
Well, that’s not surprising. 

I’ve heard over and over 
again of “show dogs” pur-
chased that weren’t really 
show dogs. There are many 
breeders who count on the 
buyer who doesn’t do their 
homework. These breeders 
brag about champion lines 
and how many champions 
they have bred, how many 
champions are in a pedigree 
and show you lots of photos 
of beautiful Chihuahuas. 
The internet is full of these 
breeders.

Then, after several thou-

sand dollars spent on 
non-show dogs, you realize 
you might need to do some-
thing di�erent. You start 
doing your homework. You 
contact the breed’s national 
parent club and ask for ref-
erences of quality breeders. 
You spend time studying 
the Chihuahua standard 
and what it means. You go 
to shows and study the dogs 
and see what the winning 
dogs have to o�er. You make 
contact with their owners 
and breeders and establish 
some quality groundwork. 
You might choose to join an 
online group of mentors. 

Yes, this all takes time. 
Patience is the key to all suc-

cess in the show dog world. 
So many people just keep 
running in circles trying to 
get that great show dog but 
forget that anything worth-
while takes time, energy and 
e�ort.

A show dog is a good 
example of the AKC stan-
dard of that breed that 
has been developed by the 
breed’s parent club. This 
is a blueprint of what your 
show dog should look like. 
Unfortunately, most people 
have much more to learn 
about dogs in general. How 
is a dog put together? How 
does it move? What was it 
created for? The dog has 
many parts. All these parts 
must come together to cul-
minate into one dog, a dog 
that is “put together” well. 
Then there is the fact that 
no dog is perfect. So we 
need to pick and choose 
those things that we person-
ally can accept or cannot 
accept in the dog that we 
select for the show ring and 
possible breeding program.

Don’t take the easy road. 
Don’t keep spinning your 
wheels and spending your 

Chihuahua
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money on dogs who aren’t 
worthy of a championship. 
Find a mentor, someone 
who has been breeding 
top dogs for generations. 
Nothing beats the years of 
experience of top breeders. 
You can read everything 
but with experience behind 
you, you will always be more 
knowledgeable.

Dog shows are a great 
family hobby. But any hobby 
is more fun and rewarding 
when you excel. This sport 
of dogs can be expensive 
and time consuming. If you 
are going to participate, get 
smart, get informed, and get 
going! —Virginia (Jenny) 
Hauber, 2015

Chihuahua Club of 
America

Havanese
WE SHOW DOGS … WHY?

“Why do you show 
dogs?” is a ques-

tion non-dog show people 
always ask those of us who 
show dogs. I’ve been asked 
this for over five decades! 
Family and friends just 
“don’t get it.” Do you 

win lots of money? (Tee-
hee, no!) Do you get lots 
of expensive prizes? No! 
Then why do you bother? 
Sometimes—oftentimes—I 
find these hard questions 
to answer. So, I decided 
to ask members of the 
Havanese Club of America 
(HCA) that same question. I 
received impactful, thought-
ful, and touching answers. 
I sincerely appreciate the 
people who took the time to 
respond.

Perhaps the most direct 
and succinct response came 
from Chris Disser, presi-
dent of the HCA. Chris’s 
dog show career began 
over 20 years ago with her 
first Havanese, and she has 
bred over 10 champions of 
record. She wrote, “I show 
my dogs to prove that they 
meet the Havanese breed 
standard. Dog shows are 
places where people with a 
passion for dogs can enjoy 
camaraderie as well as 
good-natured competition. 
It is an expensive but per-
sonally fulfilling hobby.” 

Every response reflected 
people’s desire to demon-

strate that their dogs and 
breeding programs fulfill 
all aspects of our breed 
standard.

Lisa Soars wrote: 
“I show dogs because I 

enjoy spending time with 
fellow competitors who 
enjoy dogs and the hap-
piness they bring to me. 
Comparing notes with oth-
ers on how to groom, show, 
or use various products is an 
exciting and continuous way 
for me to learn. Presenting 
my dog is like an artist pre-
senting their painting, these 
kids are my canvas. I love 
presenting my finished work 
of art. Win or lose, I know 
I am showing a beautiful 
representation of the breed 
standard, and of course tak-
ing home the best dog! It is 
always exciting to take home 
a ribbon, and a welcome 
surprise, especially when I 
am handling!”

Laura Gibson shared the 
following: 

“I’ve been showing dogs 
since 1995, but it’s some-
thing I wanted to do ever 
since I was a little girl. I used 
to stack my dogs on the pic-

https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
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nic table and pretend to be 
at a show. I love the compe-
tition; I love the thrill of the 
judge pointing at me; but 
mainly I love the teamwork 
with my dog. It means even 
more when I have bred the 
dog. Seeing plans and hopes 
rewarded never gets old and 
seeing a dog succeed who 
took his first breath in my 
hands is a joy.”

Jacquelyn Watt said, “I 
show dogs that I have bred, 
and it makes me so proud to 
have them in the ring. Win 
or lose, I always figure I am 
happy if both the handler 
(me) and the dog perform 
well as a team and enjoy the 
experience.”

Similarly, Claudia 
McCracken wrote, “I 
showed my dogs for a few 
reasons but mainly get-
ting to spend time with my 
friends and my dogs. It also 
gave me the opportunity 
to meet new people in the 
breed and see dogs that were 
being introduced by other 
breeders. I loved traveling 
in the car with my dogs and 
spending time in the hotel 
with them. I usually only 

showed one at a time, so 
we had one-on-one time. I 
wasn’t a very good handler, 
so when I finished a dog it 
was a wonderful achieve-
ment knowing that judges 
saw the same qualities in my 
dogs as I did, not because 
who was at the other end of 
the lead.” 

Anna Faust summarized 
the reasons why she shows 
her dogs like this, and in 
doing so, I think she speaks 
for so many:

• To have someone other 
than myself confirm that 
what I am producing from 
my breedings are Havanese 
according to the AKC 

standard.
• To make friends with 

people who love the 
Havanese as much as I do.

• To educate and mentor 
new people into the dog 
show world.

• To educate myself 
through networking and 
possibly attending work-
shops at the shows.

• To show o� and have a 
sense of pride in what I am 
doing, making a di�erence 
in the dog world by get-
ting awards, nice trophies, 
ribbons, and compliments 
about my dogs and what I 
am doing.

• To get some kind of 

Havanese



breed columns

MARCH 2025AKC GAZETTE 41

athletic exercise for the 
weekend.

• To meet prospective 
Havanese puppy owners.

Why do I show dogs? We 
went to the Farmington 
Valley Kennel Club match 
in 1971 with our pet puppy 
Old English Sheepdog. 
I went into the ring, and 
the only other person in 
that ring was none other 
than Tom Davies (now 
Chairman of the Board of 
the AKC). My puppy and 
I lost that day. I came out 
of the ring, turned to my 
husband, and defiantly said, 
“Next time I’ll win!” That 
was how this long journey 
began for us.

—Alice L. Lawrence,
pulifuzz@aol.com
Havanese Club of America 

Italian Greyhounds

For this issue we look 
back to an informa-

tive piece by esteemed past 
Italian Greyhound Club of 
America columnist Lilian 
Barber, who wrote the IG 
column for the gazette 
from 1975 to 2023.

IS THE ITALIAN GREYHOUND 
RIGHT FOR YOU?

Sometimes a simple, eas-
ily reproduced handout 
explaining our breed is 
required, so I came up with 
this.

In recent years, the pop-
ularity of adopting retired 
racing Greyhounds has 
raised interest in the IG 
among those who desire 
a smaller pet. The big 
Greyhound is a relative 
to our breed, and the IG’s 
streamlined form is similar. 
Both are in the sighthound 
family and are built for 
speed; however, the resem-
blance stops at much more 
than the size di�erence. 
Some people wanting the 
look of a Greyhound see the 
little IG as a scaled-down 
version of the highly adver-
tised retired racing “couch 
potato.” Having lived with 
from one to 18 IGs at a time 
for the past nearly 50 years, 
I know that isn’t the case.

Like most small dogs, the 
IG is a bit more di�cult 
to housetrain than larger 
breeds. His lack of pro-

tection from the elements, 
extremely short coat, and 
minimal fat layer make 
him dislike cold, wet, or 
wind, complicating matters. 
Persuading him to ask you 
to let him out to do his busi-
ness can be frustrating. An 
easier method is to provide 
means for him to relieve 
himself without having to 
ask and wait. Having a dog-
gie door, potty pads, or a 
litterbox are strategies that 
can help in this way.

Since the IG is small and 
houses are large (at least 
in his perception), he may 
behave indoors in the same 
way he does outside. He will 
run, leap and scamper—
because he can. He will be 
as anxious to play active 
games indoors as he is out-
side, flying from one piece 
of furniture to another and 
onto tables and countertops. 
He can be trained to tone it 
down, but his instinct is to 
enjoy a much higher activity 
level indoors than most peo-
ple would believe. He loves 
to snuggle and will enjoy 
quiet time with his humans, 
but this will usually hap-

mailto:pulifuzz%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.Havanese.org
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pen only after his need for 
physical activity has been 
satisfied.

Outdoors the IG loves to 
run and romp and often 
to chase small animals. He 
does not understand that he 
is little, so he must be pro-
tected from the dangers that 
can befall a creature of his 
size. These include unruly 
larger dogs, wildlife, risk of 
running into busy streets 
while chasing real or imag-
ined prey, and especially 
the chance of becoming 
lost while engrossed in the 
chase. He should not be 
allowed to run in unfenced 
areas. Although not as frag-

ile as he looks, his long, 
slender legs make him more 
susceptible to fractures than 
most other breeds, which is 
something to keep in mind 
around small children and/
or larger dogs.

The IG is a very loving, 
devoted companion, but 
he can be very stubborn 
regardless of his dimin-
utive size. His mindset is 
that of a true sighthound. 
He is a very special little 
creature, amusing, imagina-
tive, charming, trainable if 
positive methods are used, 
and demanding of interac-
tion and a�ection almost 
to the point of neediness. 

He requires relatively little 
grooming, but regular dental 
attention is necessary. What 
time is not spent brushing 
and trimming must be used 
for play, training, socializa-
tion, and sharing love with 
this charismatic breed. 

Acquiring your IG from a 
responsible, knowledgeable 
and supportive breeder is 
a vital first step. —Lilian 
Barber, 2014  

Italian Greyhound Club of 
America

Japanese Chin
WELCOME TO THE SHOW RING 
… AGAIN: A NOVICE’S RETURN

My obsession with dog 
shows started when I 

was a small child watching 
The Westminster dog show 
on my grandmother’s black-
and-white TV. My family 
were not dog people, but I 
knew in my heart that I was 
a dog person.

My first show dog was a 
tricolor rough Collie whom 
I got as my 21st birthday 
present from my dad. He 
was from a breeder who 
wanted him to be shown, 

Italian  
Greyhound

http://www.italiangreyhound.org
http://www.italiangreyhound.org
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slab-sided. 
The basic ingredients that 

comprise an elegant Papillon 
all contribute to their beau-
tiful outline: a refinement of 
bone, exquisite head, medi-
um-length neck, level back, 
su�cient layback of shoul-
der, chest of medium depth, 
balance of front/rear angula-
tion, proper tail placement/
carriage, and leg length of a 
“slightly longer than high” 
proportion. 

Focusing in on details, the 
Papillon’s head is small, with 
a well-defined stop where 
the muzzle joins the skull 
and projects. The muzzle 
should be abruptly thinner 
than the head and taper 

as it reaches the nose. The 
muzzle length is measured 
from the tip of the nose to 
the stop and is approxi-
mately one-third in length 
from the tip of the nose to 
the back of the head (the 
occiput). The eyes, measur-
ing from their inner corners, 
should be level with the stop. 
Pigment should be black on 
eye-rims and lips, and eyes 
should be dark, because all 
these details enhance the 
Papillon’s sweet expression 
and emphasize the beauty of 
the breed. 

The muzzle shape should 
not be long, coarse, or thick, 
nor have dewlaps. A correct 
scissors bite gives the right 

amount of underjaw, adding 
to their beautiful profile. Too 
long a neck, an ewe neck, 
or an insu�cient neck that 
appears to originate out of 
the shoulders are all incor-
rect and deter from a pretty 
outline.

A most important feature 
of the breed is their exag-
gerated and very large ears, 
rounded in shape at the 
tips, not pointed; carried 
at a 45-degree angle when 
alert for the erect ear, or 
carried drooping for the 
Phalene; for both types, well 
fringed as adults. Ear leath-
ers should be strong in the 
Papillon, su�cient enough 
to stand without tipping.

One detail that is essential 
to the outline but seems to 
be lacking the most atten-
tion in breeding programs is 
the tail-set. The tail should 
be long and set high, o� of a 
level back, and carried well 
arched over the body. If the 
back and croup are correct, 
the tail-set should also be 
correct. A dropped croup 
will produce an incorrect, 
low tail-set, while a correct 
tail-set does not alone guar-

Papillons
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antee a correctly carried tail. 
The structure of the ver-

tebrae of the tail and the 
tension on the muscles 
have at least as much to do 
with the correct carriage as 
does the set-on of tail and 
correct croup. However, 
some Papillons drop their 
tail when at ease, some 
more than others, which 
attribute more to their lack 
of assuredness in their sur-
roundings. 

What we see more of now 
is not the beautifully arched 
tail, but “flat tails,” lying flat 
and hugging close to the 
back. Equally at fault are 
the short, gay tails, usually 
incorrectly set, standing up 
like a palm tree, lacking in 
length as well as a beautiful 
arch. 

Breeders, please take note: 
Without a “tea-cup handle” 
tail, a Papillon will lose an 
important breed charac-
teristic. These changes are 
dramatic because they sub-
tract from the elegant profile 
and overall balance of the 
breed. —Roseann Fucillo, 
2013

Papillon Club of America 

Pekingese
THE FINISHING TOUCHÉ: AN 
EXHIBITOR’S LAST-MINUTE 
CHECKLIST

With the upcoming 
Pekingese National 

Rotating Specialty 2025 and 
accompanying Pekingese 
Club of Georgia specialties 
fast approaching in Perry, 
Georgia, on April 9–13, 
exhibitors are getting ready 
to roll with their choice 
Pekingese.

The beautiful dogs will 
arrive at the show all brushed 
and flu�ed, nails clipped, 
eyes bright, and ready to 
impress the judges. As ring 
time approaches, anxious 
exhibitors, both newcomers 
and veterans, feverishly won-
der if all the bases have been 
covered and their dogs are 
ready to hit the ring looking 
their very best.

David Fitzpatrick, a long-
time Pekingese exhibitor 
and breeder, has a long list 
of Best in Show creden-
tials from the top shows in 
America, including the AKC 
National Championship, 

Westminster, and Morris & 
Essex, not to mention hun-
dreds and hundreds of Best 
in Show and Toy Group 
wins across the U.S. Now an 
AKC judge, David has some 
good advice for exhibitors 
looking to tweak their dogs 
to perfection prior to ring 
time.

“Check the eyes to see if 
there is any debris in them,” 
David said. “You (as a 
judge) are trying to evaluate 
the eyes, and it is hard to do 
with gunk in them. I’ve been 
shocked as a judge at how 
many people don’t wipe the 
eyes out. It seems basic to 
make sure the eyes and the 
face are clean and that the 
wrinkle is dry and clean.”

David reminded that the 
Pekingese Club of America 
standard calls for a flat top-
skull. He recommended to 
flatten the hair with a bit of 
water and a brush, and then 
smooth the hair down by 
hand. He emphasized that 
the hair should be trained 
in a certain way before you 
even get to the show so your 
dog has the appearance of a 
flat top-skull.

http://www.Papillonclub.org
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“The most important 
thing is that your dog is cool, 
calm, and collected, and 
has been outside to do his 
business so he can work on 
his standing and gaiting and 
working with you as a team. 
Make sure the dog’s under-
side is clean and dry so the 
judge does not feel a wet 
spot,” David said. “To me, 
if you are doing your job at 
home, and your dog is clean 
and conditioned, there is not 
much to do at the show.”

Susan Shephard is a 
longtime (35-year-plus) 
Pekingese exhibitor, breeder, 
and now an AKC judge. She 
has some words of advice 
for making sure everything 
is in order when your dog’s 

number is called.
Susan also emphasizes 

starting with the head, mak-
ing sure the hair on top is 
flattened, which enhances 
the envelope shape of the 
head. She recommends put-
ting a grooming product on 
the brush and brushing the 
hair behind the ears forward 
to pu� the hair out around 
the head, giving a fuller look. 
Make sure the face and nose 
are dry and check the eyes 
for extraneous matter, Susan 
said. She uses a flea comb 
to comb the cheek hair out, 
which emphasizes the wide-
ness of the face. 
Next, she recommends 
brushing the chest hair out 
full. “Everything about a 

Peke is full, except you want 
to brush the hips down to 
accentuate the pear-shaped 
body,” she said. Also, she 
said to brush the skirt hair 
down, as the hair is not sup-
posed to stick out. 
Susan makes sure the tail is 
positioned right by parting 
the hair on the lower back 
along the spine and comb-
ing it flat, leaving a place for 
the tail to lie flat. She divides 
the tail, draping each half 
over the back, creating a full 
tail over the rear.

Using these valuable sug-
gestions from the experts, 
exhibitors can feel confident 
that their dogs have the best 
chance for success. Good 
luck to everyone at the show!

Pekingese seminar in 
conjunction with national: 
Perry, Georgia, April 13

The Pekingese Club of 
America Judges Education 
team will be hosting a sem-
inar in Perry, Georgia, in 
conjunction with the national 
on April 13. Any judges who 
are interested in participating 
can contact Jason Hoke for 
further information by send-
ing an e-mail to jasonhoke@

Pekingese

mailto:jasonhoke%40aol.com?subject=
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suited to modern life in city 
or country, and to perfor-
mance events as well as the 
conformation ring. These 
characteristics should be 
evident in the show ring as 
well as at home. A Shih Tzu 
should move proudly and 
e�ciently around the ring, 
with his head up and his tea-
cup-handle tail wagging. 

This is also a glamorous 
breed, with a long, flowing 

double coat. This is not a 
single-coated breed, but the 
really dense, cottony under-
coats that refuse to flow 
despite much application of 
product and flat iron and 
mat when you look at them 
cross-eyed are a blessing to 
neither dog nor groomer nor 
owner! 

The Shih Tzu coat comes 
in many colors. Every 
breeder has his or her pref-
erence(s), but all colors and 
markings should be consid-
ered equally by judges.

Perhaps the most distinc-
tive feature of the Shih Tzu 
is its warm, sweet, wide-
eyed, friendly, and trusting 
expression. This should 
result from a combination 
of a large, round head; full, 
dark eyes, placed well apart; 
a square, short, well-cush-
ioned muzzle, set no lower 
than the bottom eye-rim, 
and never downturned; and 
a broad, square, undershot 
bite. Care should always be 
taken to examine beneath 
the hair to be sure that the 
expression is the result of 
a correct head, and not the 
groomer’s art.

All of us—breeders, exhib-
itors, and judges—should 
study the breed standard 
and keep these basics in 
mind when determining 
which dogs should win in 
the ring and perpetuate 
themselves in the whelping 
box. We should never lose 
the qualities that make the 
Shih Tzu such a lovely sight 
in the ring and such a happy 
and loving pet. —Jo Ann 
White, 2015

American Shih Tzu Club

Toy Fox Terriers
WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Have you ever looked at 
your dog’s pedigree 

or at a show catalog and 
wondered at the fancy regis-
tered names listed? They are 
longer and quite di�erent 
from the popular names like 
Bella or Oreo generally used 
at home for our Toy Fox 
Terriers. 

Usually those registered 
names include a “kennel” 
name. For those of us who 
breed and exhibit our dogs, 
once we create our kennel 
name it will be in the reg-

Longtime columnist Jo Ann White 
with one of her Shih Tzu

https://shihtzu.org


breed columns

MARCH 2025AKC GAZETTE 51

CO
U

R
TE

SY
 S

U
SA

N
 T

H
IB

O
D

EA
UX

istered name of every dog 
we bred. This kennel name 
becomes an identifier to 
know who the breeder is and 
gives information as to their 
lineage.

In Toy Foxes, many ken-
nel names include the word 
“fox.” Kennel names can 
be combinations of people’s 
names, where they live, a 
tree, a plant, or almost any-
thing that has meaning to 
the breeder. 

Many breeders register 
their puppies before they 
go to their new homes. This 
allows the breeder to ensure 
the puppy gets an appropri-
ate registered name using 
their naming convention 
and kennel name. 

Coming up with regis-
tered names is stressful for 
some, but for the majority of 
breeders it’s a fun adventure. 

Toy Fox Terriers: “Coming up 
with registered names for your 
puppies is stressful for some, 
but for the majority of breeders 
it’s a fun adventure.”
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Some breeds want every 
puppy’s name to begin with 
the letter for that year. For 
example, Briard breeders 
usually follow an alpha-
betical naming system that 
began in France where 
their breed originated. They 
go consecutively through 
the alphabet year by year, 
and most Briard registered 
names will begin with the 
letter for that year.

Some breeders use the 
alphabet to help them 
remember what litter the 
puppy came from, using 
the letter “A” for their first 
litter’s names and sub-
sequent litters using the 
following letters. Many 
breeders use dogs in the 
pedigree as inspiration for 
their names. For example, 
my first Toy Fox Terrier’s 
dam was “Awesome All 
That Glitters.” Her breeder 
uses Barbary as her prefix, 
so we named the puppy 
“Barbary’s Gold N Jewels” 
and called her Sparkles. My 
kennel name is Kallmee, 
and Sparkle’s daughter 
was “Kallmee Gems N 
Jewels,” and her daughter is 

“Kallmee A Rare Jewel.”
Sometimes we use a 

theme. One breeder in Toy 
Foxes uses songs on record 
albums as her inspiration, 
with a di�erent album for 
each litter. 

My family lives in Florida 
near the Space Coast, and 
so our litter last year was 
space themed and included 
“Kallmee To Infinity and 
Beyond” (call name Buzz) 
and “Kallmee The Space 
Cowboy” (Astro). Themes 
can be types of cookies, 
movies, or anything that 
tickles the breeder’s fancy.

Occasionally you’ll see 
dogs bred by multiple 
co-owners and two or 
more kennel names will be 
included. 

Some breeders write their 
kennel name in the first 
blocks of the registration 
application and leave it to 
the buyer to complete the 
name. If this happens, make 
sure you ask if the litter has 
a theme or anything goes. 
Don’t make the mistake one 
of my puppy buyers did and 
leave the rest of the blocks 
blank. That puppy is forever 

registered as just “Kallmee.” 
Don’t scratch out the 

kennel name either when 
naming the puppy; it shows 
respect for the puppy’s 
lineage and also helps you 
avoid having a duplicate 
name. 

If you choose a name 
that’s already been used, the 
AKC adds Roman numer-
als to the name. Using the 
breeder’s kennel name helps 
you avoid naming your dog 
“Fido XXIII” (which will be 
the case if there are already 
22 Toy Foxes named Fido).

Registered names reflect 
the breeder and the dog, 
and if the dog is entered at 
shows or trials that name 
will be on public display. 

Next time you watch a dog 
show on TV or look at your 
dog’s pedigree, you will have 
a new appreciation for the 
names, and maybe they’ll 
give you inspiration for your 
next Toy Fox Terrier!

—Susan Thibodeaux,
president@atftc.com
American Toy Fox Terrier 

Club

mailto:president%40atftc.com?subject=
http://www.ATFTC.com
http://www.ATFTC.com
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using our wording and pro-
cesses where they were legal 
in California and added new 
language to conform to the 
state’s non-profit require-
ments.

Once the legal team fin-
ished the documents, the 
committee reviewed them, 
had conversations with the 
Board and legal team, and 
made final tweaks. The com-
mittee held several Zoom 
meetings with the Board 
and membership to explain 
what was being done, why, 
and to gather feedback. New 
Articles of Incorporation 
were completed.

When the committee was 
satisfied with the document 
and the BFCA Board had 
signed o�, a final presen-
tation was made to the 
membership. The commit-
tee walked the membership 
through the new document, 
highlighting additions and 
changes, and explaining 
the updated legal wording. 
In many places, the ideas 
were unchanged from the 
previous version, but the 
wording was updated to 
conform to California non-

profit regulations.
After introducing the new 

documents to the mem-
bership, two things had to 
happen: approval of the new 
bylaws by the AKC and 
formal adoption by the full 
club membership. Once we 
received word that the AKC 
approved the new bylaws, 
the bylaws and Articles of 
Incorporation were sent to 
all club members along with 
a ballot to vote on adoption 
of the new documents.

The Bylaws Committee 
also reviewed supporting 
documentation, includ-
ing definitions for various 
types of membership and 
standing rules. Suggestions 
were made for changes in 
wording and updated infor-
mation based on the new 
bylaws and conversations 
with the legal team. These 
were then given to the Board 
for additional work and 
adoption.

One note for other clubs 
embarking on this pro-
cess: it is not without cost. 
Unless your club has legal 
representation among its 
membership, it should have 

a reserve of at least $10,000 
set aside for legal fees.

—Chérie Ekholm, 
Redmond, Washington, 
wrappedupindogs@outlook.
com

Bichon Frise Club of 
America

Boston Terriers
PREPARING FOR THE 2025 
BTCA NATIONAL

The Boston Terrier Club 
of America’s 2025 

national specialty will take 
place April 28–May 2, at 
the beautiful Owensboro 
Convention Center in 
Owensboro, Kentucky. 
Conformation competition 
and many other events will 
take place at the host hotel, 
the Holiday Inn Downtown 
Riverfront, at 701 West 1st 
Street in Owensboro (270-
683-1111). If you can’t get 
a room there, Hampton Inn 
(270-685-2005) is beside 
the convention center.

The host club for the 
national is the Heartland 
Boston Terrier Club. Agility, 
obedience, and rally will be 
held at the Metro Sports 

mailto:wrappedupindogs%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:wrappedupindogs%40outlook.com?subject=
http://www.bichon.org
http://www.bichon.org


breed columns

MARCH 2025AKC GAZETTE 55

CO
U

R
TE

SY
 L

YN
D

A 
B

EA
M

Center, 5820 Metro Center 
Drive in Evansville, Indiana 
(https://metrosportcenter.
com/). For more infor-
mation, go to the BTCA 
website, https://bostonter-
rierclubofamerica.org. Now, 
let’s talk about how to 
prepare ahead and have a 
wonderful time.

Plan ahead by calling for 
reservations and checking 
online prices, availabil-
ity, and total cost for your 
stay after taxes have been 
included. What do they have 
to o�er, is it near where the 
event is being held, is it in 
a safe area, and what is the 
hotel’s rating? Make sure 
the hotel is pet friendly, if 
the block of rooms reserved 
for the show is full. Don’t 
assume anything. Get a con-
firmation number, and ask 
who you are talking to. Do 
they charge for parking, or 
is it free? 

Make a list of things 
important to you in staying 
in a hotel, such as whether 
breakfast and parking are 
included. Make sure to 
put the “Do Not Disturb” 
hanger on the doorknob 

when you are not in the 
room. If a stranger enters 
the room, your Boston 
Terrier will instinctively pro-
tect the room and probably 
bark and might scare the 
bejesus out of the house-
keeping person, which could 
get both of you thrown out 
of the hotel. 

In your room, cover the 
floor with plastic where any 
dog crates will be. Make 
sure to bring along with you 

the food your dogs are used 
to eating. This is not a good 
time to change their diet and 
cause diarrhea. Also bring 
drinking water from home. 
If you are carrying chicken 
or other meats, make sure 
the room has a refrigerator 
to keep items cold. You can 
always buy cooked food 
when going out to eat. Bring 
a first-aid kit for both of 
you, and don’t forget needed 
medications. Ask or look up 

Boston Terrier

https://metrosportscenter.com
https://metrosportscenter.com
https://bostonterrierclubofamerica.org
https://bostonterrierclubofamerica.org
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Everyone wants to see 
decreases in abandoned 
or surrendered dogs. But 
that does not translate 
into ending the breeding 
of high-quality dogs of all 
breeds. By conscientiously 
striving towards high qual-
ity, we actually do our part 
in decreasing the numbers 
of surrenders. 

We should all be seeking 
to breed the highest quality 
dogs we can. This goes hand 
in hand with being preserva-
tionists. Whether we intend 
it or not, embarking on a 
journey into dog breeding 
solidifies our role in breed 

history. It also reveals the 
importance of always breed-
ing for quality, regardless 
of whether you participate 
in conformation or perfor-
mance events. Even if you 
are breeding with no plans 
for participation in orga-
nized canine events, high 
quality should always be a 
main goal. 

We chose how to breed. 
We carefully select com-
patible stud dogs for our 
bitches. We study pedigrees. 
The cost of producing a 
litter is not going to be sig-
nificantly altered by electing 
to breed the highest quality 

we can. Keeping in mind 
the words of the standard 
(hopefully correctly inter-
preted) as well as health and 
temperament, we can do 
our part to create the very 
best individuals to carry the 
breed forward for future 
generations to enjoy. That is 
the essence of preservation 
breeding.  

If we allow the numbers of 
quality dogs to dwindle, the 
breed will face a question-
able future. That there will 
always be Bulldogs of some 
sort available seems pretty 
certain. Hopefully included 
among those dogs will be 
Bulldogs of superior quality. 
We certainly wouldn’t want 
future Bulldog enthusiasts 
to look longingly at old pho-
tos of our current dogs and 
wonder, “Why don’t they 
look like this anymore”? If 
we don’t act as guardians of 
our breed, that could cer-
tainly happen. 

Bulldogs are unique in that 
they survive as a breed to 
this day without having  
the “job” they were bred for 
centuries to do. Considering 
the extreme cruelty involved 

Six Bulldogs at Rockcliffe Kennels, by Reuben Ward Binks, 1915



mailto:celticdogges%40me.com?subject=
https://bulldogclubofamerica.org
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of a Chow’s true quality. 
We have many tools to use 

for improving our breeding 
plans and accomplishments: 
The websites of the AKC 
(www.akc.org) and the 
breed’s parent club (http://
www.chowclub.org) are excel-
lent resources. Mentors, 
health testing (http://www.
ofa.org), performance classes 
and events, and online 
educational materials are 
all recognized educational 
resources.

• Define your goals
The breeding of any breed 

should be considered the 
pursuit of perfection—it is 
not the maintenance of it. 
All dogs have faults, all dogs 
are less than ideal in some 
way. The best tool to acquire 
is breed knowledge. You 
should be more critical of 
your dogs than anyone else 
could possibly be. Your eval-
uation must be as detailed 
as possible, and you must 
strive to see their true faults 
and virtues. This evaluation 
of your Chow Chows will 
serve as the basis for your 
future selection of breeding 
opportunities.

• Treat others as you would 
want to be treated

Sounds a bit like the 
golden rule. Treat people 
with kindness and respect 
as they learn from you and 
you share your experiences. 
Be willing to participate 
and support our dog and 
Chow Chow organizations 
as well as new fanciers. You 
will learn a great deal from 
these a�liations. Written 
agreements serve to pro-
tect business dealings and 
friendships. Not having a 
written agreement should 
be the exception, not the 
reverse. 

• By giving, you gain
Celebrate other’s suc-

cesses. It takes nothing at all 
away from our own accom-
plishments to recognize 
the accomplished e�orts 
of other breeders. By being 
someone who can see the 
virtues in breeding lines 
other than your own, you 
gain a reputation of fairness 
and objectivity that is rare 
these days.

• Learn from others’ 
achievements

It is highly unlikely that 

all improvements toward 
the perfection of a breed 
are going to come from one 
single kennel or bloodline. 
Hopefully, you can use the 
strengths of other kennels 
and bloodlines to correct the 
issues you encounter in your 
breeding program.

There are strengths and 
weaknesses in most blood-
lines. There will be areas 
in which your dogs and 
bloodlines are less strong 
than others. It is the abil-
ity to combine bloodlines 
without losing the good 
points of your own blood-
line that strengthen a kennel 
and move forward in breed 
improvement. It takes 
research and knowledge of 
the Chow Chow pedigrees 
and history (www.chowclub.
org, www.chowtales.com) that 
will prepare you for success.

—Love Banghart, 
Lkendr4300@aol.com
Chow Chow Club, Inc. 

Dalmatians 
SHOW LIKE A PRO

There can be a lot of frus-
tration when showing 

http://www.akc.org
http://www.chowclub.org
http://www.chowclub.org
http://www.ofa.org
http://www.ofa.org
http://www.chowclub.org
http://www.chowclub.org
http://www.chowtales.com
mailto:Lkendr4300%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.chowclub.org
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against professional han-
dlers, with claims of politics 
and cronyism. I recently ran 
across an article that pro-
vided valid rebuttal to these 
arguments, and with the 
author’s permission, I would 
like to share it with you.

“Why Professional 
Handlers Win,” by Judith 
Armstrong

There have been a lot of 
discussions that professional 
handlers get a dispropor-
tional number of Group 
wins when compared to 
owner- or breeder-handled 
dogs. I respectfully agree 

that as an owner-handler or 
owner-breeder-handlers you 

have to work harder, present 
better, and outperform the 

Owner-handlers with their  
Dalmatians
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pros in the ring. 
Is it fair? Not always. It 

is, however, the reality. The 
better dog doesn’t always 
win, and often it is the han-
dler’s fault—not the dog’s 
nor the judge’s. 

Here are some reasons 
why I think professional 
handlers do better than the 
average owner-handler. In 
no particular order:

1. Pros go into the ring 
expecting to win, owners go 
into the ring hoping to win. 
Attitude matters.

2. Judging sometimes 
starts before you even 
enter the ring. There is a 
reason pro-handled dogs 
are standing on a towel, 
stacked to perfection. When 
you are outside the ring 
and chit-chatting with your 
friends, is your dog look-
ing its best, or is it standing 
cow-hocked, head down, 
looking its worst? You never 
get a second chance to make 
a first impression.

3. Pros know what faults the 
dog has and how minimize 
them. They know what speed 
works best for the dog they 
are showing. Do you? This is 

what they get paid to do.
4. Pros have more ring 

experience. They are out 
there every show with mul-
tiple dogs. For you, it is a 
hobby. For them, it is how 
they make their living.

5. Pros always know where 
the judge is in the ring and 
when they are looking. They 
aren’t constantly fussing and 
mussing and stu�ng food at 
their dog.

6. Pros have a reputation 
for showing quality dogs. 
You are an unknown.

7. The pro-handled dog 
is clean, groomed, and has 
ring manners. It is a dog 
show—presentation and 
training matter.

8. Pros already have an idea 
what the judge is looking for. 
Is the judge a Tooth Fairy, 
Head Hunter, Shoulder 
Freak, have a color prefer-
ence, or misogynistic when it 
comes to placements?

9. Good pros don’t waste a 
judge’s time. They are ring-
side waiting to go in with the 
correct armband on. They 
have a plan if they have to 
have two dogs in the ring at 
the same time.

10. Pros know how to “rat-
tle” you both before you get 
in the ring and when you are 
in the ring. They get paid to 
win, not make friends. Think 
Hunger Games. OK, maybe 
it isn’t that bad, but some-
times it is.

I am sure there are more 
reasons, but these are the 
ones that come to mind. 
Want to beat the profes-
sionals at their own game? 
Watch and learn rather than 
lose and leave. —J.A.

Thanks you, Judith, for 
your insights. Hopefully we 
all learned a little something 
that will make us more pol-
ished and successful the 
next time we go in the ring.

—Jan Warren Linné, 
janlinne56@yahoo.com
Dalmatian Club of 

America

French Bulldogs 
CARE OF THE OLDER 
FRENCHIE

A French Bulldog breeder 
and I were discussing  

issues of the geriatric 
Frenchie and how they might 
di�er from other breeds. 

mailto:janlinne56%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.thedca.org
http://www.thedca.org
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Health issues were often 
discussed, especially those 
of most concern to breeders 
and owners. Where once I 
wrote of symptoms, diag-
noses, and test breedings, 
breeders now employ DNA 
markers, imaging, and 
test registries to plan and 
improve their programs. 

Conformation issues, 
breed character, temper-
ament, color, and even 
grooming the pet Lhasa 
Apso all found their way 
onto gazette pages. Early 
on I wrote a column that 
presciently advised nurturing 
relationships with lawmakers 
to educate them and enlist 
them as allies against anti-
breeder legislation. 

I thank ALAC for giving 
me this opportunity. I thank 
Arliss Paddock, current edi-
tor of the Breed Columns, 
who has always been 
patient, encouraging, and a 
source of positive reinforce-
ment. Above all I thank my 
readers. Besides the satisfac-
tion of sharing information, 
receiving feedback from 
you was equally rewarding. 
When I went out on a long, 

skinny branch with a topic, I 
usually heard from you, and 
I appreciated it.

Change can be daunting, 
but the transition from then 
to now should be enrich-
ing, bringing forward the 
indispensable, such as breed 
type, friendship, and sol-
idarity, while embracing 
opportunities for change 
and improvement. We adapt 
so we can move forward. 

See you around!
—Cassandra de la Rosa, 
dlrcas@msn.com
The American Lhasa Apso 

Club

Poodles

Our guest author this 
month is Dawn 

Strumbel, of Horizon 
Poodles, PCA member  
and Poodle Pedigree 
Coordinator. Dawn is a 
graduate of the University 
of Minnesota–Duluth, with 
a BS in Chemistry and 
minor in Biology. Not see-
ing her future in a lab, she 
followed her love of animals 
to a career as a veterinary 
technician for 21 years. She 

started her love of Poodles 
and dog shows during her 
college years, resulting in the 
establishment of Horizon 
Poodles. Although known 
for her silvers, she has also 
produced top dogs in blue, 
black, brown, cafe, silver 
beige, cream, and white, 
and is a major advocate for 
Poodles of color, running 
both the silver and brown 
color matches at PCA every 
year. After 30-plus years in 
the breed, she has finished 
over 40 American champi-
ons and had multiple top 5 
dogs in the breed—includ-
ing Kaili, who was a multiple 
BIS/BISS winner and #1 All 
Systems 2009. She has also 
produced multiple top dogs 
in obedience, rally, agility, 
Fast CAT, scent work, and 
therapy work.

Dawn currently resides in 
Northern Minnesota with 
her Poodles, where she owns 
Happy Tails Pet Grooming 
and Boarding and is a 
co-owner for The Grooming 
Station in Virginia, 
Minnesota. Dawn is also a 
professional handler, show-
ing multiple breeds but with 

mailto:dlrcas%40msn.com?subject=
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America realized the impor-
tance of this database and 
stepped in to acquire the 
database from the Mills 
family. We will forever be 
grateful to Karen Mills, and 
her family, for all the years of 
hard work in data entry and 
the never-ending research to 
preserve this legacy.

For two years the database 
remained predominantly 
the same, but due to 
ever-changing technology, it 
was apparent that the data-
base was becoming outdated 
and was going to need a 
techno update to continue 
to function. 

Unfortunately, before we 
could even get started on the 
update, the virtual host site 
was attacked by ransomware 
in September 2022, and the 
entire database, along with 
three other canine-related 
databases, was lost. 

In October 2022, only 
days after the ransomware 
attack, a web development 
company, Flying Orange, 
owned and run by Rod 
and Jennifer Strumbel, 
stepped in to start the mas-
sive undertaking to convert 

two-year-old raw data into a 
functioning database.

One month after the 
attack, poodlepedigree.com 
was back online in an edit-
ing version and accepting 
registrations via a temporary 
site and program. Volunteer 
administrators took on the 
monumental task of vetting 
every request for admittance 
to weed out doodle breed-
ers, merle breeders, and all 
associates. They combed 
the database looking for 
non-purebred dogs and 
doodle breeders who had 
unknowingly accessed the 
database in a less-secure 
past. With two years of data 
lost, and all the rebuilt data 
needing to be scrutinized, 
the Poodle universe spent 
another 14 months veri-
fying, correcting, refining, 
and adding dogs back to the 
database.

During this time an 
entirely new program was 
being designed by Flying 
Orange, from the ground 
up. They worked closely 
with the PCA and me to 
customize the program to 
include every request this 

writer, and her admins, 
could dream of for a data-
base.

In January 2024, phase 2 
was launched, with the data-
base returning to its rightful 
place, and Poodlepedigree.
com (https://poodlepedigree.
com/) was o�cially reborn. It 
currently has over 216,000 
dogs and pedigrees, with 
close to 1000 users from 27 
countries.

The easy to navigate, 
mobile-friendly database 
program boasts interactive 
dog pages, three-generation 
interactive and printable 
pedigrees, five-generation 
PDF printable pedigrees, 
one-click interactive o�-
spring lists, linkable OFA 
options, on-the-fly COI cal-
culations, and top 20 genetic 
influencers in three di�er-
ent formats—plus many 
other functions, including a 
savable test-breeding func-
tion, which itself includes 
COI and genetic influencer 
information, plus three- and 
five-generation pedigrees.

Poodlepedigree.com is also 
highly regulated to main-
tain its integrity as the most 

https://poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://poodlepedigree.com/
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has a slight outward curve. 
Many ears are seen to be the 
other way around, with the 
curve on the inside and the 
straight line on the outside. 
This can interfere with the 
expression of the face.

The standard says that the 
ears should lean forward, 
which means when the dog 
is alert, the ear has a for-
ward tilt that curves with the 
arched neck. The ears do 
not have such an extreme 
forward pitch as to appear 
as awnings over the eyes but 
look smooth and harmoni-
ous with the rest of the head. 

One feature of the ear not 
really mentioned in the stan-
dard is the thickness of the 
ear. It is desirable to have 
the ear leather thick and 
well furred. When the thick-
ness of the ear is increased, 
it enhances the look of 
strength and stability. Like 
everything with this breed, 
the ideal thickness is mod-
erate, which is between the 
two extremes of too thin or 
too thick. 

The ears have good cup-
ping and are well-rounded 
front to back. An ear that 

is too tall and upright usu-
ally will not have adequate 
cupping. 

In the show ring, free- 
baiting with the dog looking 
up at the handler and the 
ears extremely alert will 
give the eyes a rounded 
appearance, and the ears 
will seem too upright. On 
the opposite side, a dog 
who is “strung up” and 
made to look down will 
appear to have smaller eyes 
and more ear pitch, and a 
wider ear-set than normal. A 
natural stance with the dog 
looking straight ahead will 
give the proper perception 
of the eye and ear shape.

Thank you to past and 
current Japanese and 
American breeders, and the 
NSCA Judges Education 
Committee for the educa-
tional material. 

Literature cited:
Haskett, Gretchen and 

House, S. The Total Shiba. 
Loveland CO, Alpine Blue 
Ribbon Books, 1997.

National Shiba Club of 
America Judges Education: 
A practical application of 

the standard in Judging the 
Shiba Inu. https://www.shi-
bas.org/newstand/judge.html

National Shiba Club of 
America Judges Education: 
National Shiba Club of 
America Breed Seminar. 
https://www.shibas.org/judg-
esed/seminar/

—Letty Hughes,
lettyhughes.nsca@gmail.com
National Shiba Club of 

America

Tibetan Spaniels
THE EXCITEMENT OF A 
NATIONAL SPECIALTY

Compared to many 
breeds, the Tibetan 

Spaniel has relatively few 
regional clubs and special-
ties in this country. Another 
challenge, especially for 
prospective owners who 
have read up on Tibbies and 
would like to meet some in 
person, is that breeder- 
exhibitors are scattered in 
pockets across the country. 
In the Northeast, the South 
and the Pacific Northwest, 
there are likely to be at least 
a few Tibbie entries at the 
larger all-breed shows. Other 

https://www.shibas.org/newstand/judge.html
https://www.shibas.org/newstand/judge.html
https://www.shibas.org/judgesed/seminar/
https://www.shibas.org/judgesed/seminar/
mailto:lettyhughes.nsca%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.shibas.org/index.html
https://www.shibas.org/index.html
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parts of the country are less 
fortunate. Sometimes all it 
takes is for one active breed-
er-exhibitor to move, and 
suddenly that region will not 
see Tibetan Spaniel entries. I 
have judged at major venues 
like Purina Farms near St. 
Louis, and even there, in the 
middle of the country, there 
was no guarantee of a Tibbie 
entry at sizeable all-breed 
shows.

For all these reasons, the 
Tibetan Spaniel Club of 
America national specialty, 
which rotates annually 
around the country and 
has a few regional Tibbie 
clubs partnering with it to 
add to the excitement (and 
available majors!), is eagerly 
anticipated. 

Active breeder-exhibitors 
want to bring out their new 
show prospects for Tibbie 
people to admire. Everyone 
hopes to win a major over 
the national weekend. Those 
of us lucky enough to finish 
our Tibbies here earn even 
greater bragging rights. The 
Stud Dog, Brood Bitch, and 
Bred-by-Exhibitor classes 
allow us to see what dif-

ferent Tibbie kennels are 
currently producing. We take 
photos and scribble notes in 
our catalogues; these become 
invaluable references  
when we go home and plan 

our future litters, or want to 
incorporate a new pedigree 
into our bloodlines via a 
show puppy we might pur-
chase. 

The veterans generate 

Tibetan Spaniels and their fans will converge in Augusta, New Jersey, 
on April 9–13 for the breed’s 2025 national specialty and related 
events.



mailto:pachaug89%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:reznikallan%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.tsca.ws
http://www.tsca.ws
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defeat them. The funny part 
was, once free, he never 
took o� but instead came 
looking for me to show me 
his latest victory. I think he 
was bragging.

I also never managed to 
construct a pen that could 
contain him. The last one 
resembled maximum secu-
rity at San Quentin. The 
base was heavy wire covered 
with sand and gravel. The 
six-foot-high chain-link 
fencing was cemented into 
the concrete blocks that 
encircled the perimeter. It 
was topped by sheets of 
heavy wire attached to the 
poles that ran across the top 
and ultimately to the kennel 
building. Could he possibly 
escape? What do you think? 

I recall my son informing 
me, “Mom, Brit’s running 
around on the roof!” Again?

Brit wasn’t the only one 
with smarts. Be careful what 
you teach a bright Beardie. I 
had the habit of peeling o� 
my gloves or mittens and 
then forgetting where I left 
them. So I taught Ti, a par-
ticularly savvy brown girl, to 
find them and bring them to 

me in return for a reward. 
It wasn’t long before the 

mittens were disappearing 
even when I knew where I 
had left them. Ti was stash-
ing them away and holding 
them for ransom until I 
came up with her treat.

Bounce, another of the 
Beardie brainiacs, fancied 
herself as the grand dame of 
the household. But one day 
I exiled her to a pen out-
doors. She was not a happy 
camper. When she started 
vocal complaints, I checked 
and noticed blood in the 
pen. Clawing at the chain 
link in protest, she had man-
aged to rip out a toenail. So 
naturally she came back in 
the house, where she limped 
while putting on a pitiful 
expression. 

The limp (plus the sad 
expression) went on for 
days and then weeks, even 
though the paw had healed 
nicely. One day, I let her out 
with the gang. Glancing out 
a window, I saw her run-
ning around at warp speed, 
merrily bouncing with the 
others. No limp. 

I opened the door and she 

skidded to a stop, replaced 
the happy grin with the 
familiar pitiful look and 
started limping toward me. 

“You fraud,” I shouted at 
her. “You’re limping on the 
wrong paw!” 

She had the decency to 
look embarrassed before 
changing the limp to the 
right paw before creeping 
into the house in disgrace.

Some folks claim show 
dogs don’t know or care if 
they win or lose. Brit did. 
While he took his victo-
ries in stride, his reaction 
to defeat was something to 
behold. As soon as he exited 
the ring gate, he’d fling him-
self down on the ground, 
cover his eyes with his paws, 
and roll over on his back, 
looking positively miserable. 
I half expected him to break 
into tears. The other half of 
my thoughts tossed around 
the idea that spectators 
would think I beat him if he 
lost. No way! Fortunately, he 
won most of the time, saving 
me from embarrassment.

I could go on and on. After 
more than 50-plus years 
with Beardies, the stories 



mailto:alice%40bedlamkennels.com?subject=
https://beardedcollieclub.us
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Erni decided to invite his 
new American employee 
(me) and her two Belgians 
to spend Halloween with 
him, his wife (we’ll call her 
Chantal), and their elderly 
Malinois. They planned to 
introduce me to the popular 
meal called raclette: Dinner 
guests cook vegetables and 
potatoes on a communal 
electric grill and melt slices 
of raclette cheese onto 
them. I was looking forward 
to trying it. 

Meanwhile, Erni and 
Chantal consulted with me 
on what treats to hand out. 
Erni thought maybe apples. 
I nixed that real quick, and 
any American who grew up 
in the 1970s knows why. I 
told him that chocolate was 
the only acceptable choice. 
Hundreds of readers are 
now nodding their heads at 
this sage yet simple advice.

To honor their invita-
tion, I decided to make the 
e�ort to create Halloween 
costumes. I would be a 
patriotic Luxembourger. 
With a simple red cape, I 
turned Annie into Little 
Red Riding Hood. The 

Malinois, of course, would 
play the role of the Big Bad 
Wolf. All she really had to do 
was be herself, no clothing 
involved. This was good, 
because the most likely fate 
of any costume exposed to 
a 9-month-old Malinois is 
prompt removal in one or 
more pieces. 

At the appointed 
hour, Little Red Riding 
Hood, a Big Bad Wolf, 
and one unprepossess-
ing Luxembourger rang 
the bell. Outwardly, my 
Luxembourgish “costume” 
consisted of no more than 
my street clothes. My real 
disguise was my plan to sing 
the Luxembourgish national 
anthem when they answered 
the door. When it creaked 
open, I began. Little Red 
Riding Hood stayed duti-
fully at my side, but the Big 
Bad Wolf trotted into my 
boss’s house like she owned 
the place. 

I droned on, verse after 
verse, trying to ignore the 
rather wooden smiles of 
my hosts. Lost in the song, 
I had long since forgotten 
that Passion was somewhere 

in the bowels of my hosts’ 
house, unsupervised. I 
should have been less oblivi-
ous: It was only four months 
since the day she arrived 
at my house and stole a 
chocolate croissant o� my 
breakfast plate as her open-
ing gambit. 

A startled scream from 
Chantal put a quick end 
to my serenade. The wolf 
had reappeared, her “kill” 
gripped firmly in her jaws. 
The ends of a stack of 
raclette cheese slices jut-
ted from each side of her 
mouth. The music died. I 
was mortified. My puppy 
had just ruined our dinner, 
and possibly my career! 

I stuttered. I apologized. 
I pried the cheese out of 
Passion’s mouth. Time stood 
still as I gazed at the cheese 
in meditative wonder. Four 
perfect holes punched by 
her canines disappeared into 
the depths of the cheese, 
and a half-moon of perfect 
little incisor indentations 
scored only the top and bot-
tom slices. At least she has a 
scissors bite, I thought. 

Thoroughly crestfallen, 
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I handed the cheese back 
to Chantal, and asked how 
we could get more, though 
I already knew that the 
stores were closed. She 
thought for a minute. Then 
she brightened. With her 
perfectly manicured nails, 
she peeled o� the top and 
bottom slices, dabbed at 
the rest with a napkin, and 
said, “Voila! All fixed. We’re 
all dog lovers here, right?” 
Which is a whole lot more 
gracious than anything I 
could ever have mustered. 

Maybe dressing your 
Malinois like the Big Bad 
Wolf for Halloween isn’t the 
best plan. They get ideas, 
those Malinois.

—Carilee (Cole) Moran, 
colemich@sbcglobal.net
American Belgian 

Malinois Club

Belgian Sheepdogs
OLD DOGS, NEW TRICKS

I have a Belgian Sheepdog 
who will turn 8 years old 

in a few weeks. Honestly, 
I have no idea how that 
happened! Many sport 
organizations, conforma-

tion shows, and veterinary 
clinicians now say she is 
a veteran, a “senior” dog. 
How can that possibly be? 
She certainly does not act 
as if she got that memo. Her 
eyes are still bright, muzzle 
as black as ever, and her 
mind and body active. In 
fact, many Belgians I know 
do not seem to follow that 
prescribed guideline. They 
tend to be the proverbial 
Peter Pans of dogdom.

However, their handlers 
may still succumb to aging, 
unfortunately. As each year 

passes, I find myself slowing 
down a little bit more. Yet 
that doesn’t keep me from 
wanting to remain active in 
the dog sport/show commu-
nity. So, to be transparent, 
I am the “old dog” in this 
particular situation. And in 
order to keep my still-active 
dog entertained and learn-
ing, we recently started a 
scent work class.

As many people of all ages 
and with basically all breeds 
have discovered, scent work 
is accessible to nearly all 
ages. In saying this, I mean 

Scent work is an activity that dogs of all ages can excel in and enjoy.

mailto:colemich%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
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the two breeds in silhouette, 
as that of course is the posi-
tion most often seen in the 
conformation ring. 

They looked at the red 
Pembroke, and looked at 
the red Cardigan, and I 
then asked a very import-
ant question: “Does the 
Cardigan look like a 
Pembroke?”

And I watched as the light-
bulb turned on.

No, red Cardigans do not 
resemble red Pembrokes. 
But red Cardigans, no lon-
ger common in the ring, are 
still labeled by some judges 
as “too Pemmy.”

Red is a color, not a struc-
tural feature.

At the Cardigan national 
specialty we o�er a com-
petition called The Megan, 
named after the first 
Cardigan champion in 
the U.S. This is a cham-
pions-only competition 
divided by color, so at the 
start, you will see a class 
of red dogs and a class of 
red bitches compared one 
against the other, not against 
any of the other colors. It’s a 
perfect opportunity to see a 

correct Cardigan silhouette 
without the red color sub-
liminally a�ecting a judge’s 
internal “eye.”

No one would mistake 
any of these red dogs for 

Pembrokes. They are clearly 
Cardigans, with longer, 
heavier bodies; broader 
backskulls, and somewhat 
more substantial heads (the 
correct Cardigan head is not 

Red Cardigan Welsh Corgis have typical Cardigan structure and do not 
resemble Pembrokes; “the red color, in Cardigans, does not a  
Pembroke make.”
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“foxy,” as the Pembroke’s 
head is); round bone, as 
opposed to the oval bone of 
the Pembroke; considerably 
larger ears; a rounder eye; 
and, of course, the classic 
Cardigan front turnout, 
which should be no more 
than 30 percent.

Forty-plus years ago, it 
was far more common to 
see red Cardis in the ring. 
Slowly, however, the pop-
ularity of the color eroded. 
When asked by others why 
they aren’t showing red 
Cardis, or aren’t keeping 
a red puppy, the common 
answer is “You can’t win 
with a red.” Oh, they may 
eventually finish their cham-
pionships. But competing as 
a special in Best of Breed? 
“Too di�cult,” many say. 
Including pro handlers.

No one ever says a brindle 
Cardi is “too Pemmy.” Or a 
blue merle is. Or a tri. This 
label is reserved for reds 
(and sables) alone.

Suggestion: Print online 
silhouette photos of red 
Pembrokes and red Cardis, 
then place them side by side. 
Do the same with Pem and 

Cardi faces. I think many 
will realize just how di�erent 
the two breeds are despite 
identical color.

Faults must be faulted, of 
course. But the red color, 
in Cardigans, does not a 
Pembroke make.

—Jennifer Roberson
Jennifer Roberson has 

been showing and breed-
ing Cardigans for over 30 
years. She has served as an 
officer on the Board of the 
CWCCA, and as chair of 
Breeders Education.

Cardigan Welsh Corgi 
Club of America

Collies
WINNERS AND LOSERS

Winning odds for the 
Mega Millions jack-

pot recently was 300 million 
to one. If one person wins, 
that’s a whole lot of losers. 
Yet folks continued to buy 
tickets. 

What’s your percentage 
of wins in dog showing? 
For example, if you won 
80 times and showed 100 
times total, divide 80 by 100 
and then multiply by 100. 

That equals an 80-percent 
win rate. If you are curious 
about your success rate, first 
define what you consider 
a win, and then determine 
your number of wins. For 
example, over a period of 
time my designated “win” 
was Winners Bitch with 
two girls. I showed 27 times 
total, won WB 13 times, so I 
won 48 percent of the time.

What is “winning” to you? 
It could be Best in Show, 
a Group win, or just win-
ning class points that day. 
How often do you think you 
should win? Some only go 
to events where they think 
they can win, while others 
go where the competition 
might be keener. 

Do you think you should 
qualify every time in perfor-
mance, or win BOB/BOV 
every time with your spe-
cial? Does going in the ring 
anticipating a win (or a loss) 
a�ect your performance? 

Winning for dog show 
people is a matter of goals 
and expectations. One per-
son might be thrilled to 
win a class depending on 
the situation, while another 

https://cardigancorgis.com/cwcca/
https://cardigancorgis.com/cwcca/
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expects to win the breed. 
There’s a great empha-

sis these days on positive 
thinking, on our mental 
projection influencing the 
outcome, but we can’t, and 
won’t, win all the time. We 
have to expect losses.

If you think you are going 
to lose, should you show 
anyway? Beginners usually 
start out losing a lot, but it’s 
the process of learning that 
is essential. Some think not; 
they think losing projects a 
bad image and damages the 
dog’s or handler’s reputation 
and undermines confidence. 

We spend a lot of time 
researching judges to see 
who we might win under. 
But what if you get to the 
show and discover another 
dog showed up who has a 
better chance of winning? 
Do you show anyway, 
or pull the entry to fight 
another day? Most of us say 
what the heck, who knows 
what will happen, and give 
it a try. But those who are 
campaigning dogs and cog-
nizant of the appearance of 
being a “loser” will carefully 
weigh the pros and cons 

and may decide to pull their 
entry.

Losing does not feel good. 
In fact, it can make us feel 
terrible. Winning gives us a 
dopamine rush and we feel 
happy. Winning is a moti-
vator; it can improve our 
reputation, gives us a feeling 
of self-worth, and provides 
us with a sense of commu-
nity. So if winning does this, 
then losing can surely do the 
opposite. 

Which leads us to the 
obvious conclusion: If you 
are going to lose—which 
everyone eventually does—
you must build up some 

toughness. You can be an 
unhappy loser, but don’t be 
a sore loser. Loss, if we use it 
the right way, can force us to 
change habits and patterns, 
or at least take a good look 
at what we are currently 
doing. Should we handle 
di�erently? Maybe our 
training needs improvement, 
or maybe we need to reeval-
uate who we are showing. 
Maybe we just need to con-
dition and groom our dog 
di�erently?

Michael Jordan was once 
quoted as saying he missed 
more than 9,000 shots in 
his career, lost over 300 

Collie
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local school or park, acquir-
ing necessary permissions. 
Tracking can also be started 
on hard surfaces such as 
parking lots. Although 
non-vegetation surfaces are 
more di�cult, they do allow 
the dog to develop the skills 
early on that are required 

for more advanced levels 
of tracking. For beginning 
tracking, it is preferable 
to use a space not heavily 
tra�cked by humans and 
animals, since it will make 
it easier for the dog to find 
and follow the preferred 
scent.

Bunty finds the glove; Bunty at the snowy TDX test; Bunty on his fourth 
tracking leg;  Lobo (Caradoc’s Ready for the Sequel) tracking,
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—Dr. Karen B. Westerfield 
Tucker,

kbethwt@yahoo.com
Icelandic Sheepdog 

Association of America 

Norwegian Buhunds
BUHUND COATS

Norwegian Buhunds are 
tough little dogs who 

love to be outdoors regard-
less of the weather, whether 
herding or just running 
through the woods. They 
especially enjoy the begin-
ning of spring, with its rain 
and mud and wet fields, and 
love to return home after 
their outdoor adventures 
with their legs, thighs, and 
chests coated with mud.

Fortunately, a good 
brushing takes o� most 
of the mud and dirt from 
Buhunds’ coats, restoring 
the coats to their natural 
healthy shine. 

Like many Northern 
breeds, Norwegian Buhunds 
have a thick double coat that 
is probably an adaptation 
to cold temperatures. The 
outer coat is coarser and 
longer than the softer and 

shorter undercoat. The outer 
layers help repel water and 
dirt and protect their skin 
from UV rays; these layers 
are longer on the areas that 
need the most protection 
such as the neck, chest, 
the back of thighs, and the 
underside of tails. The flu�y, 
dense layers of the under-
coat trap air to help regulate 
body temperature, provide 
insulation, and protect 
Buhunds from extreme cold 
and heat—which is why we 

always advise people never 
to shave their Buhunds’ 
coats in the summer. 

The insulating properties 
are particularly evident in 
the colder months, when 
Norwegian Buhunds love 
to romp outside during 
the day in below-freezing 
temperatures and then curl 
up at night in the typical 
Northern breed nose-under-
tail position. 

The coats of Norwegian 
Buhunds come in two col-

Norwegian Buhunds

mailto:kbethwt%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.icelanddogs.com/
https://www.icelanddogs.com/
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AKC judge’s directory for 
herding judges in your area. 
They may o�er lessons, or 
they can direct you to those 
in the area who do. 

Be prepared to drive for 
several hours, and for those 
who find instruction less 
than an hour from home, 
be truly thankful! It will be 
worth the drive to attend a 
herding trial to meet people 
and watch their dogs work. 

Another good resource is 
the HerdingCorgis group on 
Facebook.

Realize that herding will 
take time, money, and travel, 
and success may be slow in 
coming. Your instructor can 
help you set appropriate 
goals, whether it is herding 
for fun or for formal titles 
in any of several di�erent 
herding organizations. It 
is an outdoor activity so 
weather-appropriate attire 
and footwear along with 
sunblock and insect repel-
lant are necessary. Essential 
to herding is that your dog 
have a good stop away from 

you and this basic command 
will enable you to progress 
faster.

You will be out in the 
heat, wind, rain, cold, and 
everything in between if it is 
safe to be out. Some facili-
ties have indoor arenas, but 
more likely raincoats, hats, 
boots, and layers of clothing 
will be in your car. There 
will be beautiful days with 
clear blue skies and pleasant 
temperatures as well.

Herding in the rain in the 
summer makes you think 
about whether it is the rain 
or sweat that is dripping o� 
your face. Splashing your 
feet in a water tub meant 
for the sheep is surprisingly 
pleasant to help cool you. 

Your Pembroke will take 
all weather conditions in 
stride, learning to cool o� 
in a stock tank or scratching 
dirt in the shade to cool her 
tummy. There is no feeling 
quite like watching your dog 
successfully performing the 
task for which the breed 
was developed. He will be 
a happy, tired dog at the 
end of the day. You will also 
come to realize, as your dog 

The late Jerry Pratt ringside at an event with his Herding Champion, Fitz
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already has, that herding is 
indeed good for the soul.

Start planning now to 
attend (and possibly enter!) 
the national specialty herd-
ing trials, to be held the last 
weekend of September in 
Ohio. Premium lists will be 
available in the late summer.

Scholarship deadline: 
The deadline to apply for 
the PWCCA Scholarship 
is June 1. The scholarship 
is open to any high school 
senior or college student 
who is active with Pembroke 
Welsh Corgis in a variety 
of events and is enrolled 
in college. See the Events 
and Awards section of the 
PWCCA site for details.

—Lynda McKee,
TifflynLDM@aol.com
Pembroke Welsh Corgi 

Club of America http://www.
pwcca.org

Pulik
FIRST AGILITY GRAND 
CHAMPION PULI

The Agility Grand 
Champion (AGCH) 

title has been around since 
2016. A few Puli handlers 

had worked tirelessly toward 
this goal. However, the title 
had remained elusive. Ch. 
AGCH MACH6 Piroskai 
Upportunity Knocks for 
Mardi Gras, MXG2, PAD, 
MJC2, PJDP, MFG, TQX, 
T2B4 (Szabo), is the first 
Puli to successfully complete 
the requirements for this 
lifetime achievement award. 

Szabo finished the AGCH 
on February 14, during an 
agility trial hosted by the 
Puli Club of America in 
Magnolia, Texas (courses by 
Debby Wheeler and judged 
by Paul Mount). Szabo 
is handled by longtime 
Puli agility competitor Joe 
Lapine. As a team, Szabo 
and Joe had to earn qual-
ifying scores in either the 
Regular or Preferred classes 
or a combination of these 
classes for the following: 

Master Standard & Master 
Jumper with Weaves—100 
qualifying scores from each 
class

 Master Fast—75 qualify-
ing scores

 Time 2 Beat—75 qualify-
ing scores

 Premier Standard and 

Premier JWW—50 qualify-
ing scores from each class

As noted at the AKC 
website by Carrie DeYoung 
(recently retired AKC 
Director of Agility), “We are 
looking forward to recogniz-
ing each of the teams who 
have demonstrated this rela-
tionship and depth of skill 
over their agility career.” A 
huge congratulations to Joe 
and Szabo on meeting (and 
besting) all the challenges 
set forth for the title. I’m so, 
so proud of both of you, as 
I’m sure many other Puli 
owners are.

When last (and first!) 
we reviewed Puli partic-
ipation in agility for the 
akc gazette, 12 Pulik had 
earned AKC agility cham-
pion titles (MACH/PACH) 
(AKC Gazette, December 
2014, “Pulik: The Flying 
Mop”). Since then, two 
Pulik on the previous list 
earned additional agility 
champion titles: Bliss (Ch. 
MACH5 Piroskai Nutn 
Bt Bliss 4 Mardi Gras, 
PT, MXC2, MJC2, XF), 
owned by Joe Lapine and 
Gil Martin, and handled by 

mailto:TifflynLDM%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.pwcca.org
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Joe Lapine), and Piri (Ch. 
MACH3 Moonshadow 
Martuska Piroska, RA, 
MXG2, MJS2, NF, IT), 
owned and handled by Jane 
Slade Exum.

As a refresher, Master and 
Preferred Agility Champion 

titles (MACH and PACH, 
respectively) involve both 
speed and consistency, with 
dogs being awarded these 
titles based on achieving 750 
speed points (by running 
faster than Standard Course 
Time) and 20 Double 

Qualifying Points (QQ; by 
qualifying in the Standard 
Class and the JWW Class 
on the same day). Since the 
December 2014 column’s 
printing, a total of 20 Pulik 
(12 female, 8 male) total 
earned MACH/PACH titles. 

The following list includes 
only the eight additional 
Pulik (the reader is referred 
to AKC Gazette, December 
2014 for the previous listing. 
The complete list will be 
published this year in Puli 
News): 

Shaker (Ch. OTCH 
MACH Bartok’s Harvest 
Song UDX4 OM7 PT 
MXS MJS MXP MJP XF 
T2B), owned and handled 
by Nancy Kelly; George 
(Ch. MACH PACH 
Loakespark Too Hot To 
Handle MXS MJS MXP4 
MXPB MJP4 MJPB PAX 
XF T2B); owned and han-
dled by Alexandra Davis; 
Quip (Ch. MACH7 Piroskai 
Uberraschung FDC MXC2 
MJB3 DCAT CGCA TKN 
IT), owned and handled by 
Dagmar Fertl; Szabo (Ch. 
AGCH MACH6 Piroskai 
Upportunity Knocks For 

Szabo—otherwise known as Ch. AGCH MACH6 Piroskai Upportunity 
Knocks for Mardi Gras, MXG2, PAD, MJC2, PJDP, MFG, TQX, T2B4—is the 
first Puli to successfully achieve the Agility Grand Champion title. Szabo 
is owned by Joe Lapine and Dagmar Fertl, and handled by Joe Lapine.
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Mardi Gras MXG2 PAD 
MJC2 PJDP MFG TQX 
T2B4), owned by Joe 
Lapine and Dagmar Fertl, 
and handled by Joe Lapine; 
Xena (MACH3 Xena 
Princess Warrior MXB2 
MJC MFG TQX T2B5), 
owned and handled by 
Ronnie Cimprich; Sebastian 
(MACH Loakespark Worth 
The Wait MXS MJS MFB 
TQX T2B2), owned and 
handled by Alexandra 
Davis; and Simone (PACH 
Silkata Keep The Faith OA 
OAJ MXP4 MXPB MJP5 
MJPS OF XFP PAX), 
owned and handled by 
Alexandra Davis.

Since the inception of 
AKC agility, 137 Pulik (67 
males, 70 females) have 
earned agility titles. Of the 
137 agility-titled Pulik, more 
than half (57% or 78) also 
are conformation cham-
pions (60% or 12 of the 
MACH/PACH Pulik are 
conformation champions). 
Only 37% (51) of the 137 
agility-titled Pulik contin-
ued to earn titles in agility 
past the Novice and Open 
classes. 

Lastly, I would like to 
address the sharply dwin-
dling numbers of Pulik 
competing in AKC agility. 
Looking at numbers since 
the early 2000s, as many as 
34 Pulik were competing in 
agility during 2004 with a 
shocking drop to single dig-
its in recent years. 

Agility competitions 
involve much training, 
e�ort, and expense. Many 
of the “original Puli agility 
handlers may have “aged 
out” of the sport, and unfor-
tunately, it seems that there 
are not many young people 
interested in working with 
a Puli in agility. This cer-
tainly in part is reflected by 
answers to a 2022 interna-
tional agility survey, where 
respondents often noted 
that “the gap between 
weekend warriors and pro-
fessionals had increased, 
it had gotten harder for 
new ones to join in the 
sport and the variety of 
dog breeds had narrowed” 
(https://www.aginotes.com/
the-big-international-dog- 
agility-report#why-compete). 

If you are interested in 

agility and the direction this 
sport is headed, I encourage 
you to review all the survey 
results. 

Thank you to Cathy 
Pronzini (Agility Chair for 
the Puli Club of America) 
for her assistance in compil-
ing the statistics presented 
herein. 

—Dagmar Fertl,
dfertl@gmail.com
Puli Club of America 

Shetland Sheepdogs
2025 NATIONAL: APRIL 11–19 
IN GREELEY, COLORADO

Here we go again! The 
Sheltie national is con-

vening in Greeley, Colorado, 
in April. On April 11, the 
agility event will be held at 
Progressive School for Dogs 
in Greeley. On April 12 we 
will hold the obedience and 
rally classes at Island Grove 
Fairgrounds in Greeley. On 
April 13, the events switch 
to herding, at Rancho Terra 
Norte in Wellington, CO. 

Back in Greeley, on 
Monday the 14th there will 
be an Instinct Evaluation for 
herding, and Cadie Pruss 

https://www.aginotes.com/the-big-international-dog-agility-report#why-compete
https://www.aginotes.com/the-big-international-dog-agility-report#why-compete
https://www.aginotes.com/the-big-international-dog-agility-report#why-compete
mailto:dfertl%40gmail.com?subject=
https://puliclub.org/wp/




https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org

https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org
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ages people to use their cars 
for dog training. The dog is 
trained to be comfortable 
there, left for short periods, 
and its people always return. 
Problems arise when dogs 
cannot be with us. Many, 
often costly and/or imprac-
tical solutions exist, such 
as moving to the country, 
working from home, and 
doggy daycare. For pets 
who do not adapt well to the 
sedentary lifestyle of a stay-
at-home dog and who need 
to spend their energy some-
where, there is “Crazytown.” 
Enter the pharmaceutical 
companies (Braitman, 2014, 
p.220).

In 2007, Eli Lilly launched
Reconcile, the beef-flavored 
chewable FDA-approved 
version of doggy Prozac. 
Next came Clomicalm, from 
Novartis, clomipramine in 
the generic form. Used in 
humans as Anafranil, it is 
an antidepressant and OCD 
drug. Novartis promoted it 
to help animals “return to a 
normal life.” Maintaining a 
small dog on Clomicalm can 
cost about $600/year; the 
larger the dog, the greater 

the costs. Many owners 
fill dog prescriptions with 
generic human versions 
from local pharmacies 
(Braitman, 2014, p.222).

The big players in pet 
pharmaceuticals are Zoetis, 
Elanco, and Pfizer, all of 
whom have sales in the bil-
lions of dollars (Braitman, 
2014, p. 209).

Drugs are now pervasive 
in the environment. Prozac 
is carried by urine into the 
water treatment system, 
as are unwanted/expired 
drugs flushed down the toi-
let. These then pervade the 
freshwater system. Other 
drugs, including antibiotics, 
antihistamines, and acet-
aminophen, enter the water 
system through the feeding 
system for animals being 
produced as meat. Only 
now are these sources being 
studied; the long-term e�ects 
on animals ingesting these 
second-hand substances are 
as yet unknown (Braitman, 
2014, p.223).

Are all of our human-ani-
mal interactions doomed to 
be ill-fated? What can we do? 
We can choose to stop leading 

the sorts of lives that cause 
large numbers of our pets 
to end up on psychophar-
maceuticals. We must begin 
to realize which parts of our 
behavior are being reflected 
back by our pets. This also 
means not bringing more 
animals into our lives that we 
know we cannot care for. On 
either side of the equation, 
getting a pet for our pet is 
no substitute for human/pet 
interaction. Further, we need 
to be aware of the unintended 
consequences of global 
warming, planned obsoles-
cence economics, depletion 
of freshwater supplies, and 
other behaviors that make 
our lives easier, but not neces-
sarily the lives of those other 
species with whom we share 
the planet. Nobody says it is 
going to be easy.

Reference: Braitman, L. 
(2014). Animal Madness: 
How Anxious Dogs, 
Compulsive Parrots and 
Elephants in Recovery Help 
Us Understand Ourselves. 
Simon & Schuster.

—Laura Kiedaisch 
Swedish Vallhund Club of 

America

https://www.swedishvallhund.com/
https://www.swedishvallhund.com/
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ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

The next meeting of the Delegates will 
be held at the Doubletree Newark Airport 
Hotel on Tuesday, March 11, 2025, 
beginning no earlier than 9:00 a.m. There 
will not be a Delegate Forum.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Biewer Terrier Club of America 

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS

Gloria Askins, Murfreesboro, TN, 
Greater Murfreesboro Kennel Club

Dr. James R. Davis, Rockland, MA, 
American Spaniel Club

Cristy Kay Joy, Raymond, NE, English 
Springer Spaniel Field Trial Association

Rebecca J. Koester, Willow Park, TX, 
West Highland White Terrier Club of 
America 

Dominic Koon, Woodstock, GA, 
Kennesaw Kennel Club

Toni M. Pawson, Manorville, NY, 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of America

Lisa Peterson, Newtown, CT, 
Norwegian Elkhound Association of 
America 

Cathy Rubens, Kenly, NC, Salisbury 
North Carolina Kennel Club

Click here to read the 
March 2025 issue!

8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27617
101 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10178
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Fax��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8299
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TRIAL BOARDS

APPEALS TRIAL BOARD
MARTHA FELTENSTEIN,

ESQ., CHAIR 
BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 

BARBARA PENNY, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 

VINCENT INDEGLIA 
SAM KOVITZ

LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
DR. KLAUS ANSELM

KATHI BROWN
MEDORA HARPER

CARL HOLDER
DR. JOHN IOIA

LAURIE MAULUCCI
DR. ROBERT MYALL
ROBERT NEWMAN

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
DIANA L SKIBINSKI

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK
GLENDA STEPHENSON

SYLVIA THOMAS
MICHELE WRATH

PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
FRANK BARTON

REX GIBSON
ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2025
RITA J. BIDDLE, ESQ.
DOMINIC P. CAROTA
DR. THOMAS DAVIES

THOMAS POWERS

CLASS OF 2026
CHRISTOPHER L. SWEETWOOD

HAROLD “RED” TATRO III 
ANN WALLIN

CLASS OF 2027
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

CLASS OF 2028
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

SALLY L. FINEBURG
DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio
THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding 
the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type 
and function.
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the purebred dog 
as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the rights 
of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DOMINIC P. CAROTA, VICE CHAIRMAN

VICE PRESIDENTS
KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Marketing

MARK DUNN, Executive Vice President
KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

RONALD FURMAN, Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship
SHEILA GOFFE, Government Relations

BRANDI HUNTER MUNDEN, Public Relations & Communications
DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel
MARI-BETH O’NEILL, Sport Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services
DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Conformation

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
DENNIS B. SPRUNG 

President 
Chief Executive Officer

GINA M. DINARDO 
Executive Secretary

GORDON COMFORT
Chief Operating Officer

THEODORE E. PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

https://www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/akc-gazette/
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Gaye Scharingson, Des Moines, IA, 
Central Iowa Kennel Club 

Cyndi L. Skinner, Longview, WA, 
Sammamish Kennel Club 

Bernie Taflan, Normal, IL, Corn Belt 
Kennel Club 

Lois M. Tubbs, Flemington, NJ, 
Somerset Hills Kennel Club

Lynn Tyler, Cumming, GA, Sawnee 
Mountain Kennel Club of Georgia

Robert L. Vandiver, Greenville, SC, 
Greenville Kennel Club

Pam D. Whitley, Austin, TX, Austin 
Kennel Club 

Maggie Witwer, Greeley, CO, Greeley 
Kennel Club

NOTICE
REPRIMANDS AND FINES

Notification of fine imposed on 
Superintendents for failure to distribute 
ribbons within 60 days Rules Applying to 
Dog Shows, Chapter 5, Section 12.
Onofrio Dog Shows, LLC..................$1050

Notification of fine imposed on a club 
for late submission of event records,  Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows, Chapter 17, Section 2. 
Bulldog Club of Greater Seattle............$100

Notification of Reprimand imposed 
on club for failure to comply with AKC 
Board Policy by permitting AKC events to 
be hosted in the parent club name by an 

organization not affiliated with AKC. 
Miniature American Shepherd Club of 

the USA.................................... Reprimand

NOTICE
There are four vacancies for the Board 

of Directors Class of 2029.
Pursuant to Article VIII of the Charter 

and Bylaws of The American Kennel 
Club, the following Delegates have either 
been nominated by the Nominating 
Committee appointed by the Board of 
Directors or have been endorsed in writ-
ing by the required number of Delegates 
as additional candidates for such vacan-
cies on the Board of Directors as are to be 
filled at the next Annual Meeting of the 
Club on March 11, 2025:

Class of 2029
Carl C. Ashby, III
United States Kerry Blue Terrier 
Club, Inc.
 
Patricia M. Cruz
Heart of the Plains Kennel Club
 
Dr. Thomas M. Davies
Springfield Kennel Club, Inc.
 
Eduardo T. Fugiwara
Two Cities Kennel Club
 
Dr. Kenneth H. Levison
Tucson Kennel Club
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Dr. Bev Sigl Felten (65674) WI
(414)828-2449
beverlyfelten5@gmail.com
Bracci Italiani

Mr. Alfred Ferruggiaro (7410) MD
(301) 421-1930
alferrug@gmail.com
Barbets, Labrador Retrievers, Sussex 
Spaniels

Mr. Kevin M. Flynn (66204) MA
(781) 378-0293
kevin.flynn3@comcast.net
Boston Terriers, Lhasa Apsos, Tibetan 
Spaniels, Tibetan Terriers

Mrs. Linda C. Flynn (66205) MA
(781) 378-0293
lcflynn@comcast.net
American English Coonhounds, Black 
and Tan Coonhounds, Bluetick Coon-
hounds, Plott Hounds, Redbone Coon-
hounds, Treeing Walker Coonhounds

Miss Grace Fritz (21887) KS
(913) 706-5365
fritzgm77@gmail.com
Biewer Terriers, Brussels Griffons, Ha-
vanese, Italian Greyhounds, Pekingese, 
Pugs, Shih Tzu

Brenda Holmen (109522) MN
(612) 817-6970
medcitystaffs@gmail.com
American Staffordshire Terriers

Mr. Fred Hyer (94219) MI
(616) 874-3647
fred@hyerluv.com
Afghan Hounds, Basset Hounds, Bea-
gles, Greyhounds, Pharaoh Hounds, 
Scottish Deerhounds

Karen Justin (64864) NY
(845) 282-4785
impyrial@aol.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Portuguese Water 
Dogs, Siberian Huskies

Mrs. Linn Klingel Brown (23263) AZ
(651) 226-9080
linnkling@aol.com
Balance of Terrier Group (Cesky Ter-
riers, Irish Terriers, Lakeland Terriers, 
Miniature Schnauzers, Norfolk Terriers, 
Norwich Terriers, Parson Russell Terri-
ers, Russell Terriers, Sealyham Terriers, 
Skye Terriers)

Mrs. Cindy C. Lane (65098) GA
(864) 316-6351
glane1464@yahoo.com
Basenjis, Basset Hounds, Borzois, Grand 
Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Greyhounds, 
Otterhounds, Petits Bassets Griffons Ven-
deens, Portuguese Podengo Pequenos, 
Rhodesian Ridgebacks

Mr. Richard LeBeau (90760) PA
(412) 952-7425
beauprix@comcast.net
American Eskimo Dogs, Bichons Frises, 
Chow Chows, Lhasa Apsos, Lowchen
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Ms. Claire L. Mancha (56114) OR
(503) 516-6449
claire@whiz.to
Old English Sheepdogs

Mrs. Janice L. McClary (4812) CA
(562) 697-6212
rjmcclary@gmail.com
Dachshunds, Boxers, Irish Terriers, Pa-
pillons, Pekingese

Mr. Dale A. Meyer (6655) WI
(715) 654-5330
meyerd@tds.net
Azawakhs, Beagles, Black and Tan Coon-
hounds, Cirnechi dell’Etna, Pharaoh 
Hounds, American Hairless Terriers

Kimberly Norton (110967) FL
(352) 606-3328
phasionwpt@aol.com
Great Danes

Mrs. Marilyn Y. Pipes (29634) TX
(214) 208-4898
willmarpp1@gmail.com
Beaucerons, Belgian Malinois, Collies, 
Lancashire Heelers, Old English Sheep-
dogs, Pulik

Laura Reeves (105393) OR
(541) 761-1867
scotiadawgs@gmail.com
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, English 
Cocker Spaniels, Welsh Springer Span-
iels, Wirehaired Pointing Griffons

Mrs. Meghen Riese-Bassel (39151) GA
(404) 663-4485
meghenbassel@gmail.com

Greyhounds, Bedlington Terriers, Dan-
die Dinmont Terriers, Irish Terriers, Ker-
ry Blue Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, 
Sealyham Terriers, Welsh Terriers

Mr. Jay Roden (104891) OH
(513) 207-4937
jyroden@yahoo.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Chinooks

Ms. Karen R. Scheiner, Esq. (103945) NJ
(856) 428-3745
doxyladynj@gmail.com
Whippets, Cotons du Tulear, Lhasa Apsos

Mrs. Janice (Jan) Schreiber (17450) WA
(253) 312-5825
ashenafea@msn.com
German Shorthaired Pointers, Chesa-
peake Bay Retrievers, Nova Scotia Duck 
Tolling Retrievers, Boykin Spaniels, Wei-
maraners, Wirehaired Vizslas

Amy Sorbie (36968) CO
(720) 245-5781
amy.sorbie@vca.com
Beaucerons, Bouviers des Flandres, 
Swedish Vallhunds

Mr. Karl M. Stearns (101597) PA
(570) 595-3097
kstearns@kmstearns.com
American Hairless Terriers, Bull Terriers

Mrs. Darlene Steele (109821) VA
(815) 325-2429
927rossans@gmail.com
Barbets, Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, 
Golden Retrievers, Field Spaniels, Sus-
sex Spaniels
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Ms. Lee Whittier (18526) WA
(802) 369-0380
leepacnw@gmail.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
English Coonhounds, English Fox-
hounds, Portuguese Podengo Pequenos, 
Treeing Walker Coonhounds)

Mrs. Ann M. Wolf (112085) TX
(815) 503-1518
beagler@wolfrunbeagles.com
English Foxhounds, Harriers, American 
Hairless Terriers, Rat Terriers

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING 
APPLICANTS

Ms. Isabella Eaton (117031) MA
(978) 241-0420
ieaton25@yahoo.com

Ms. Kate M. Holmes (117063) OH
holmesgreen1@msn.com

Mr. Billy Huntington (117007) FL
(352) 287-1999
huntingtonequine@gmail.com

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been 

approved on a Permit basis for the des-
ignated breeds in accordance with the 
current judging approval process. They 
may now accept assignments and the 
fancy may still offer comments to Judging 
Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES

Dr. Mary A. Dowski (5089) ID
(208) 477-8137
madowski@aol.com
Dachshunds, Bernese Mountain Dogs, 
Cardigan Welsh Corgis

Ms. Kristen Henry (116735) CO
(303) 883-0144
klhnry@bonchien.com
Schipperkes

Dr. Maryanne Mack (116680) MA
(413) 813-5916
maryanne@sidestreetkennel.com
Pugs, Boston Terriers

Mrs. Shelah Ricco (15895) WA
(425) 466-6208
shelahhorne@gmail.com
Labrador Retrievers, JS

Ms. Susan B. Thibodeaux (26520) FL
(904) 616-0153
k9xibitor@cfl.rr.com
Cocker Spaniels, Vizslas, Toy Fox Terri-
ers, JS

Ms. Heather Uplinger (116679) NY
(716) 418-4666
crazeetiki@gmail.com
Bull Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, JS

Mr. Charles Edward Vose (116695) FL
(510) 772-7282
cevose2@gmail.com
Boxers, JS
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Treeing Walker Coonhounds,  Cardigan 
Welsh Corgis, Swedish Vallhunds

Mrs. Stephanie Kaul (110173) CA
(408) 242-7990
stephanie@kauls.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Pomeranians

Mr. Kristofer Kelso (40630) CT
(203) 220-8260
Lhasa Apsos

Mr. John S. Lucas (7444) TX
(512) 422-2625
john.lucas@zambar.net
American Water Spaniels, Boykin Span-
iels, Field Spaniels, Irish Water Spaniels, 
Sussex Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani, Austra-
lian Cattle Dogs, Collies

Dr. Camille McArdle (66682) MN
(612) 743-7329
camillemca@gmail.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Black Russian 
Terriers, Cane Corsos, Great Danes, 
Great Pyrenees, Newfoundlands, Saint 
Bernards, Siberian Huskies, Tibetan 
Mastiffs

Mr. James A. Moses (93094) GA
(770) 329-4868
jmoses0924@aol.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Barbets, 
Bracci Italiani, Flat Coated Retrievers, 
Golden Retrievers, Boykin Spaniels, 
English Springer Spaniels, Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffons, Wirehaired Vizslas)

Ms. Lew Olson (24173) AR
(713) 303-5639
lewolson@earthlink.net
Balance of Terrier Group (Cairn Terriers, 
Smooth Fox Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, 
Russell Terriers, Soft Coated Wheaten 
Terriers)

Mrs. Diane K. Ondo (95991) PA
(610) 970-9122
melcairn@verizon.net
Balance of Toy Group (Biewer Terriers, 
Papillons, Pekingese, Russian Toys, Shih 
Tzu)

Carol Pyrkosz (96273) TN
(352) 300-2711
cpyrkosz@yahoo.com
Afghan Hounds, Basenjis,  Cirnechi 
dell’Etna, Greyhounds

Mr. John Schoeneman (98359) NC
(704) 363-7238
schohaus1@aol.com
Curly-Coated Retrievers, American 
Water Spaniels, Boykin Spaniels, Clum-
ber Spaniels, Field Spaniels, Irish Water 
Spaniels, Sussex Spaniels, Welsh Spring-
er Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani, Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffons

Mrs. Karen Scholz (100177) WA
(425) 877-9537
a777flygirl@aol.com
Chihuahuas, Italian Greyhounds, Japa-
nese Chins
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Ms. Pamela Schroeder (108285) WA
(778) 834-0059
pam@schroeder.bc.ca
Alaskan Malamutes, Anatolian Shepherd 
Dogs, Black Russian Terriers

Mrs. Jean Shepherd (95654) MN
(507) 482-6611
jfshephe213@gmail.com
Lagotti Romagnoli, Chesapeake Bay 
Retrievers, Flat Coated Retrievers, Wire-
haired Vizslas

Mr. Gary Stiles (51717) WA
(360) 770-6690
lacasitas@aol.com
Bullmastiffs

Mr. Scott Toney (110847) NC
(704) 968-4491
midwoodchin@gmail.com
Balance of Toy Group (Italian Grey-
hounds, Manchester Terriers, Pekingese, 
Pugs, Shih Tzu, Toy Fox Terriers)

Marilyn Van Vleit (67040) OR
(503) 510-1332
mvanvleit@gmail.com
Balance of Hound Group (English Fox-
hounds), Golden Retrievers

Mr. Frederick Vogel (91224) CT
(860) 428-5238
frv@att.net
Cairn Terriers, Poodles

Pamela Wilson (64914) TX
(512) 280-3103
wilscot@sbcglobal.net
Chinese Shar-Pei, Dalmatians, Lhasa 
Apsos, Tibetan Spaniels, Tibetan Terri-
ers, Xoloitzcuintli

Ms. Leigh Ann Yandle (82616) GA
(704) 904-8129
leighannyandle@gmail.com
Shetland Sheepdogs

Mrs. Lisa Young (43070) AZ
(605) 390-1135
youngsongbeagles@gmail.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
Foxhounds, Borzois, Cirnechi dell’Etna, 
Irish Wolfhounds), Affenpinschers, Rus-
sian Toys

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGES

Mr. Charles H. Bridges, Jr. (75305) CA
(209) 815-3613
dvchows@att.net
JS-Limited

Mr. Alex Clay (116829) FL
(904) 334-2338
aclay2838@gmail.com
JS

Helen Sause (116761) OR
(971) 277-8504
helensause@gmail.com
JS
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BEST IN SHOW
The following person, has success-

fully completed the required Group 
Assignments in the first Variety Group 
for which they were approved, have been 
added to the list of  judges eligible for 
approval to judge Best In Show.

Barbara Scherer (58838) Il 
(630) 388-8290
hairologybk@gmail.com

RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mrs. Gavle K. Garvin
Mrs. Elizabeth Rosbach

EMERITUS CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mr. Gene Hains
Mrs. Donna Mouser

DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mr. Thomas Killcullen
Zell Von Pohlman
Luane Williams

REGULAR STATUS APPROVED 
OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING JUDGES 

The following persons have completed 
their Provisional Judging assignments, and 
their names have been added to the list of 
regular approved judges for the class 
indicated.

Charlotte Mielziner (43992) MO
​​(314) 630-5325
​​sidebysidek9@yahoo.com
​​Obedience – Open

 ​Dr. Cathy L Greenfield D.V.M. 
(100337)

​​(217) 390-2050
​​trackingtervs@gmail.com
​​Tracking – TDX

NEW PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

The following persons have been 
approved as a judge on a Provisional 
basis for the class/test indicated in accor-
dance with the Provisional judging system. 
They may now accept assignments.

​Pamela Murn (106826) OH
​​(937) 838-6042
​​myeltneb@aol.com
​​Obedience – Novice

​Teresa Czaplinski (112933) IN
​​(317) 509-8473
​​gantski@gmail.com
​​Rally – All  

EMERITUS OBEDIENCE/ RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

​Sandra Roth – Tracking

DECEASED OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

​​Diane Stout  – Rally

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC 
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been submitted to The American 
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Kennel Club. Letters in regard to these 
applications should be addressed to Gina 
DiNardo, Executive Secretary:

ACE - Bulldogs-  Kelley L. Ensminger
ALOHANA’S - Cavalier King Charles 

Spaniels- Hikari Watanabe
BLUEDREAMS NW – Chow Chow- 

Alejandro Sanchez Marin & Maria D. 
Ponce Salinas

BLUEDREAMS NW - Chinese Cresteds- 
Alejandro Sanchez Marin & Maria D. 
Ponce Salinas

COUNTRY ROYAL - Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniels- Melinda M. Barrett

KOMAR- Afghan Hounds- Marion P. 
Roby

LYNNHAVEN - Belgian Malinois- Lynn 
J. Daniel

MCWILLIAMS - Cairn Terriers- 
Rebecca J. McWilliams

DIAMOND STORM - Samoyeds- Linda 
A. Moulton

RUSTIC ROSE - Mastiffs - Judith 
Hoffman

SERAPHIC- Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels - Kim S. Damato 

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a 

breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted

ASTORIA - Norfolk Terriers - Lynn M. 
Geis

AUREATE - Golden Retrievers - Shelley 
L. Button 

FENWICK - Boston Terriers - Donna J. 
Abair 

FIREBIRD - Cotons de Tulear - Christa 
L. Schonscheck 

FIREWEED - Golden Retriever - Judith 
E. Montalbano 

MYSTIC’S - Airedale Terriers - Rita 
Galetka

HATCH - Labrador Retrievers - Ellen 
Vernon-Hatch 

NORCAL GUARDIAN - Cane Corso - 
Marguerite M. Hiatt 

PALOMBELLA - Doberman Pinschers - 
Matthew T. Palumbo
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2024 Year-End Media Coverage Analysis
Total media placements (print, broadcast 
and internet) qualitatively evaluated in 
2024: 

Q1- 11,263
Q2- 6,502
Q3- 6,302
Q4- 10,756

Total number of clips evaluated for 2024 
was 34,823 (+23% from 28,231 in 2023).

AKC Education 2024 Review 
AKC Canine College: The AKC Canine 
College (AKC CC) now has over 75,000 
learner accounts, including more than 
8,300 new learners added in 2024. Jason 
Miller, the LMS Administrator, reports a 
total of 461 courses and exams compris-
ing 1,146 modules, accessible to breeders, 
judges, stewards, competitors, and the 
public. In 2024 alone, there have been over 
22,000 course and exam enrollments, with 
up to 35 LMS reports distributed monthly 
to internal stakeholders.

Breed Course and Exam Totals: In 2024, 
over 3,700 breed courses were ordered, 
up over 90% from 2023. Over the last 12 
months, AKC CC has worked on creat-
ing breed-specific marketing materials for 
each course for breeders and judges. Over 
2,800 breed exams were ordered in 2024. 
81 breed-specific courses are now avail-
able for judges, breeders, and the fancy. In 

2024, 17 breed-specific courses have been 
launched or revised. 

Breed Exams for Judges: A total of 202 
breed exams are available on AKCCC. 
One new breed exam, Danish-Swedish 
Farmdog, was created, and eight breed 
exams were updated: Chesapeake Bay 
Retriever, Australian Cattle Dog, Lagotto 
Romagnolo, Puli, Shiba Inu, West High-
land White Terrier, Beagle, and Keeshond.

AKC CC Breeder Courses, Webinars, and Ex-
ams: In 2024, over 1,400+ breeder courses 
and over 150 breeder exams were ordered. 

Canine Ambassador Program: In 2024, there 
was a 74% increase in members in the CA 
program. Additionally, the revival of the 
quarterly newsletter, and constant commu-
nication with members has brought on a 
205% increase in visits in the CA program.

PupPals: The number of volunteers for the 
PupPals program increased by 158% in 
2024. We had many individuals who volun-
teered to write PupPals cards; specifically, 
one volunteer wrote nearly 400 PupPals 
cards.

Newsletters: Canine Corner and Kids News 
newsletters have continued to be released 
throughout the year with twelve new issues 
of Canine Corner and 4 new issues of Kids 
News made available in 2024.
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Educator Resources: Additional resourc-
es have been added to the Teachers Pay 
Teachers store averaging approximately 
8,043 total new downloads in 2024.

Social Media: In 2024, the AKC Education 
Instagram account hit over 1,000 fol-
lowers. An average of 2,000 accounts are 
being reached per month.

Bailey’s Book Club: In 2024, 476 schools 
applied to receive books from Bailey’s 
Book Club. Approximately 2,200 books 
were donated. $180 in donations was col-
lected at AKC ANC.

The Public Education Award: The AKC 
Public Education Award (AKC PEA) 
is awarded annually to a club that has 
demonstrated exemplary effort in engag-
ing, facilitating, and conveying the im-
portance of the human-canine bond. The 
2024 AKC PEA winner was the Fayette-
ville Kennel Club (Fayetteville, NC). A 
$500 check was awarded to the club to be 
used towards promoting and maintaining 
club initiatives.

AKC Government Relations
Sheila Goffe, VP of Government Relations, 
participated in this portion of the meeting 
via video conference.

Highlights From Government Relations 
Q4/Year End Report 
Current status (as of February 5, 2025): 
•	 Tracking 2,000+ bills
•	 More than 30 state legislatures in session
•	 Tracking 500 + regulations   

For the latest updates on GR legislative 
issues, visit the AKC Legislative Action 
Center at www.akcgr.org.

2024 Overview, Highlights and Stats 
2024 was a busy year for the GR team: 
Congress, most local councils and 46 state 
legislatures met in regular session. The GR 
team monitored more than 3,100 legisla-
tive proposals and 500 regulatory propos-
als on the federal, state and local levels. 
This represents a significant increase over 
2023 legislative numbers. The increase is 
partly due to our ability to track more local 
legislation in 2024. The number of admin-
istrative regulations and regulatory chang-
es nationwide impacting dogs and dog 
events decreased to levels consistent earlier 
this decade. 

Issue Engagement/Advocacy
In 2024 AKC GR issued more than 220 
geo-targeted legislative alerts and provided 
comments or in-person or written testimo-
ny for more than 200 bills. 

More than 70 blogs were published on 
the akcgr.org website which feed into our 

http://www.akcgr.org


https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/calling-responsible-dog-owners-breeders-join-expressing-opposition-new-hampshire-bill-will-criminalize-breeders/
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/calling-responsible-dog-owners-breeders-join-expressing-opposition-new-hampshire-bill-will-criminalize-breeders/


https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ojai-california-adopts-severe-dog-breeding-restrictions-highlights-need-local-government-vigilance-fanciers-breeders/
https://www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/ojai-california-adopts-severe-dog-breeding-restrictions-highlights-need-local-government-vigilance-fanciers-breeders/
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explosives detection dogs (informal federal 
policy group), Oregon Sportsmen’s and 
Conservation Partners, and others. 

AKC GR works with a wide variety of 
allied groups, including the American 
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) 
and individual state VMAs, Animal Health 
Institute, Animal Agriculture Alliance, 
Farm Bureau, Congressional Sportsmen’s 
Foundation and the National Assembly of 
State Sportsmen’s Caucuses; Cal Animals, 
National Animal Interest Alliance, Sports-
men’s Alliance, Canadian Kennel Club, 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums, Na-
tional Association of Biomedical Research, 
U.S. Police Canine Association.

Regulatory Highlights 
The most common regulatory category 
continues to be Hunting/Land Use (269 
total; 56% of measures tracked. This is 
followed by:
•	 Veterinary Medicine (79; 17%) 
•	 Dogs in Public (36; 8%), 
•	 Service/Working Dogs (21; 4%), 
•	 Breeding Regulations and Restrictions 

(15; 2.96%) round out the top six spe-
cific categories.  (72; 15%) regulations 
are tracked under the catch-all “Other” 
label. 

The most significant regulatory issue of 
2024 was the finalization of CDC’s new 
rule for the import of dogs into the Unit-

ed States. The AKC supports the goal of 
protecting pet and public health from the 
import of unhealthy animals into the U.S. 
and strongly supports the solution to this 
issue offered by the Congressional Healthy 
Dog Importation Act (HR 1184 / S 502). 
However, we remain concerned about the 
overreaching nature of regulations that cate-
gorically prohibit the importation of all pup-
pies under the age of 6 months, failed to fully 
vet new proposals without opportunities 
for full public comment regulatory, and 
disregard U.S. disability laws, among other 
concerns.

AKC GR has been working with members 
of Congress, regulators and with cross-in-
dustry alliances to advocate for policy 
alternatives to protect both public health 
and responsible import transportation of 
low risk, healthy animals across borders, 
particularly the U.S.-Canada border. 
This is featured on the new key issues 
page on the AKC GR website, Pet Impor-
tation: Protecting Pet and Public Health.  

The CDC has announced they will pro-
vide some clarifications and revisions to 
the rule during the first half of 2025.

COMPANION and PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events 
participated in this portion of the meeting. 
Diane Schultz, Director of Obedience, 
Rally & Tracking; Doug Hurley, Director 

https://www.akcgr.org/issue/78541/
https://www.akcgr.org/issue/78541/
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ers which are: 1) Establish the maximum 
number of dogs an amateur can handle or 
enter to three dogs per test when using the 
Amateur Set Aside program. 2) Prohibit a 
judge from judging his or her professional 
trainer if they have conducted business 
within one year.

This will be discussed further at the April 
Board meeting.

CONFORMATION
Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events; 
and Mari-Beth O’Neill, VP of Sports 
Services participated in this portion of 
the meeting. Tim Thomas, VP of Con-
formation; Glenn Lycan, Director, Event 
Ops Support; Mark Desrosiers, Director 
of Event Programs, and Ian Hennigan, 
Sports & Events Project Manager partic-
ipated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference.

NOHS Level of Achievement Titles 
The Board reviewed a recommendation 
to create NOHS Level of Achievement 
titles. Since 2022, AKC has acknowledged 
the accomplishments of owner-handled 
dogs through the issuance of four Levels of 
Achievement certificates – Bronze, Silver, 
Gold, and Platinum. These are currently 
not titles. The recommendation is to use the 
same NOHS point milestones for a titling 
program. These will be suffix titles that ap-
pear on a dog’s pedigree, providing a perma-

nent record of the dog’s accomplishments. 
Applying for the title will be at the owner’s 
discretion. Owners can apply for the title at 
any level. Titles will be grandfathered back to 
the beginning of the NOHS program.

If approved, this change would become 
effective October 1, 2025. 

This will be discussed further at the April 
Board meeting. 

Rules Applying To Dog Shows – 
Chapter 6, Section 2 – Premium Lists
The Board reviewed a recommendation 
from the Delegate Dog Show Rules Com-
mittee to modify Chapter 6, Section 2 of 
the Rules Applying to Dog Shows to state 
that the premium list for a specialty show 
must specify if the three-point major for 
Reserve Winners is not offered by the spe-
cialty club.

This will be discussed further at the April 
Board meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION 
to discuss business matters. Nothing was 
reported out of this session.

Title Recognition Program – Canadi-
an Kennel Club Titles
The Board reviewed a recommendation to 
add Canadian Kennel Club titles earned 
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JUDGING OPERATIONS 
Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events 
participated in this portion of the meeting. 
Tim Thomas, VP of Conformation par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference.

Conformation Dog Show Judges  
Annual Report
Staff provided an overview of the activities 
of the Judging Operations Department in 
the 2024 calendar year. 

Education
Judging Operations continued its efforts to 
provide resources for judges. The Judges 
Education Webinar Series first launched in 
2020 in a collaborative effort with AKC’s 
Education Department continued. Since 
the first webinar was presented on March 
30, 2020, a total of 114 breed webinars 
have been presented with a total atten-
dance of 4,777. 

In 2024, there were seven (7) presenta-
tions of the “Review & FAQs on Confor-
mation Judging Procedures, Policies & 
Guidelines” webinar series with an audi-
ence of 1,303 attending the live presenta-
tions. Links to access the recordings of the 
procedural webinars are also posted on the 
AKC website resulting in a total of 786 
additional registrations accessing the re-
cording of any one of the 2024 procedural 
offerings.

The department continued its collabora-
tion with the Dog Judges Association of 
America, co-hosting the AKC/DJAA Ad-
vanced Judging Institute December 10-13, 
2024, in conjunction with the AKC Na-
tional Championship for the 13th consec-
utive year, the last 12 of which the AKC/
DJAA Advanced Institute provided judg-
es education seminars for two complete 
groups. In 2024, the Working and Toy 
Groups were offered with all breeds rep-
resented. Approximately 225 individuals 
attended breed specific judges’ education 
seminars over the week. 

Application Data
The number of New Breed applications 
received (first time applicants) decreased 
slightly from the year prior but was high-
er than seven of the eight years preceding 
2023. The volume of New Breed appli-
cations received in 2024 does not fully 
reflect in the number of applications that 
advanced to final approval in 2024 as ap-
proximately ¼ of New Breed applications 
were received in the last two months of the 
year. The department credits the upward 
trend of first-time applicants to the 2022 
policy revisions which increased the maxi-
mum number of breeds one could request 
on their initial application and introduced 
the ability for exemplary individuals to 
request the ability to apply for a full group.

For Additional Breed applications, the 
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number of applications received, and 
number of breeds submitted increased 
over the previous year. This is the second 
consecutive year where the number of ap-
plications received has increased and likely 
a byproduct of the reduction in the man-
datory period between applications from 

six to three months adopted by the Board 
in November 2022. 

The number of applications that advanced 
to final review in 2024 was slightly lower 
than 2023 while the number of breeds that 
made final review slightly increased.

ADDITIONaL BREED NEW BREED

Aps Submitted Breeds Submitted Aps Submitted Breeds Submitted

2024 447  2327 99 238
2023 404 2039 101 251
2022 354 2049 74 148

2021 360 2146 58 91
2020 377 2282 61 72
2019 401 2497 91 125

  2018 1 351 1808 101 154
2017 933 5537 84 119
2016 843 6009 93 146
2015 246 1938 74 102

1 - 2018 includes 2 months of application under previous criteria and 10 months of applications from the revised policy. 

Recertification Exam
2024 marked year 3 of the phased roll-out of 
the recertification exam. Those scheduled to 
complete the exam in 2024 were informed 
on January 30, 2024, of the need to satisfac-
torily complete by the end of the year.

Approximately 62% of judges taking the exam 
in 2024 passed on their first attempt. The 
average score for Exam A (1st attempt) was 
85.2%. To date, no judge has exhausted all 
attempts and been unable to pass the exam. 

2025 Low Entry Breed List
Under current policy, the Low Entry 
Breed List impacts educational require-
ments for those seeking judging approval 
of the breeds that appear on it, as well as 
the requirements for permit status judges 
to advance to regular status in a breed. A 
Low Entry Breed is defined as one whose 
total number of dogs in competition from 
the previous year were fewer than 3,500. 
The Low Entry Breed list is produced 
annually by Judging Operations and 
published on the AKC website no later 
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than February 1st with an effective date 
of March 1st for reference by current and 
prospective Conformation Judges. 

In 2024, 103 breeds appeared on the 
Low Entry Breed List. For 2025, three 
breeds appearing on the 2024 Low Entry 
List moved off: American Hairless Terri-
er, Beauceron, and Chow Chow; and six 
breeds were added: Belgian Sheepdog, 
Bouvier des Flandres, Danish-Swedish 
Farmdog (recognized 1-1-25), Giant 
Schnauzer, Setter (Gordon), Soft Coated 
Wheaten Terrier, resulting in 106 breeds 
on the 2025 Low Entry Breed List.  

CLUBS
Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events 
and Lisa Cecin, Director of Club Rela-
tions, participated in this portion of the 
meeting in person. Glenn Lycan, Director 
of Event Operations Support participated 
in this portion of the meeting via video 
conference. 

Centennial Clubs
AKC is pleased to recognize the following 
Centennial Clubs. 
1.	 Berks County Kennel Club
2.	 First Company Governors Foot Guard 

Athletic Association
3.	 Intermountain Kennel Club
4.	 Wolverine Beagle Club
5.	 Worcester County Kennel Club

The AKC has added these clubs to the 
list of Centennial Clubs on our website 
and will provide a Centennial Banner for 
display at their upcoming club functions. 
With the addition of these five clubs, there 
are 130 AKC Centennial Clubs.

Club Development 2024  
Activity Report
Club Development works one on one with 
clubs everyday providing answers, options 
and data to assist in their decision-making 
process for holding events, finding part-
nership clubs, scheduling judges, increas-
ing membership, finding and interpreting 
rules and policies, and many questions 
unique to their situation. 

Highlights of the year’s efforts include: 
Canine Extravaganza: Club Development 
promotes canine extravaganzas (6 or more 
AKC events on a single day at the same 
site) to assist clubs create partnerships 
with other clubs, attract new members, 
and make a profit to support local activ-
ities throughout the year. Club Develop-
ment has been promoting canine extrava-
ganzas since 2018. 

In 2024, 512 days of canine extravaganza 
held -  
•	 292 days of CEs held by 166 All-Breed 

or Limited Breed Clubs.
•	 220 days of CEs held by 175 Specialty 

Clubs.
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Email blasts: Create interest in AKC 
events and clubs.
“Events In Your Area” email blasts – Pro-
vides owners of dogs a list of up to 11 
different events from different sport types 
for events that their dog is eligible to 
compete in within 120 miles of the own-
er’s address.
•	 3,516,171 emails in 2024.
•	 50% of the emails are opened by the 

recipient.
•	 On average 4,000 recipients per 

month access the AKC Sports & 
Events website directly from these 
emails.

Event messaging: Club Development 
reaches out to clubs to ensure they have 
any assistance they need going into their 
event and coming out of their event.
•	 2,305 Conformation Clubs received 

pre-event emails – discusses their 
upcoming event, providing links to 
AKC resources, provide event check-
list, AKC Delegate Committees’ best 
practices, efficient scheduling, adding 
sports, and how to create effective 
media and publicity. AKC Club De-
velopment contact information was 
provided for any questions.

•	 155 new show chairs (All-Breed and 
Limited-Breed Clubs) were contacted 
by Club Development the month their 
application was submitted. This email 
provides a pre-event checklist and 

offers a one-on-one meeting with Club 
Development.

•	 5,149 post-event emails were sent to 
thank the club and provide informa-
tion and services for the next year’s 
event.

•	 Club Development identifies clubs 
that are 120 days out from their events 
and have not submitted their applica-
tion. Club Development will work with 
these clubs to move forward on the 
year or offer our services to move for-
ward the following year. In 2024 Club 
Development contacted an average of 
6 clubs a month that were late on their 
applications.

Membership Drives: Providing resources 
and help. 205 emails to All-Breed Clubs 
with 20 members or less, offering AKC 
assistance through existing documenta-
tion, AKC All-Breed Delegate Best Prac-
tices and discussing campaign opportuni-
ties to meet potential new members.
•	 8 Meet & Greet membership drives 

set up and held by clubs.
-  We are aware of 18 new members 

from these events.
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2024 Yearly Recap Report on Media and 
Sales Activities
AKC.tv
The AKC’s over-the-top (OTT) video 
network, AKC.tv, has experienced growth 
in plays across all platforms during the year, 
including Web plays on AKC.tv via desktop 
or mobile (+800k), AKC.tv app plays (over 
+1.3M) and plays on AKC.org via our dig-
ital content matching system (over +91M). 
The channel continues to grow in reach 
as well as in breadth and scope of content, 
including over 40 live events totaling over 
300 hours of livestreaming. AKC.tv app in-
stallations have grown to +361k, including 
mobile and TV apps: 

AKC Good Dog TV
AKC Good Dog TV continued as a week-
ly, 30-minute, syndicated show in the New 
York City market on channels Fox 5 and 
My 9 and expanded in 2024 to a distribu-
tion that now includes: 
•	 112 total markets 
•	 246 total television stations
•	 65MM total TV homes 
•	 53% of the USA
•	 +175k weekly viewers (according to 

Comscore) 

With this broad coverage, AKC Good Dog 
TV has the potential to reach more than 
fifty percent of U.S. households. AKC 
continues to control 50% of the commer-
cial inventory within the syndicated broad-
casts of AKC Good Dog TV, while pro-
ducing and owning 100% of the content, 
ensuring AKC messaging and branding is 
integrated throughout the show. The dis-
tribution success of AKC Good Dog TV 
is the result of a long-term strategy, begin-
ning with the updated format and content 
within the show, and continuing through 
the relationship management of multiple 
station ownership groups. 

AKC on ESPN
AKC’s dog sports programming on ESPN 
celebrated its fifth year in 2024, premier-
ing sixteen new, original shows: 
1.	 2023 AKC National Championship 

Dog Show presented by Royal Canin 
2.	 2023 AKC National Championship 

Dog Show Highlights 
3.	 NFL Dog Plays of the Year 
4.	 AKC K9 Detection Dogs 
5.	 2024 AKC Fastest Dogs USA
6.	 2024 AKC Fastest Dogs USA High-

lights

AKC.tv App Installs

	 Total Installs	 Roku	 Apple	 Fire	 Android	 Samsung
	 361,216	 142.6K	 97.8K	 58.1K	 58.2K	 4.7K
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7.	 2024 AKC National Agility Champion-
ship 

8.	 2024 AKC Diving Dogs Challenge
9.	 2024 AKC Disc Dog Challenge 
10.	2024 AKC Agility Premier Cup
11.	2024 AKC Agility Premier Cup High-

lights 
12.	2024 AKC Diving Dogs Premier Cup 
13.	2024 Flyball CanAm Classic
14.	AKC Heroes: 2024 Awards for Canine 

Excellence
15.	2024 AKC Agility Invitational 
16.	2024 AKC National Championship 

Dog Show presented by Royal Canin 

2024 delivered another strong year of 
programing hours for AKC, including 
169 hours of broadcasts, which reached 
an audience of +15 million (according 
to ESPN). December 2024 was the most 
active month for AKC premieres, with 23 
total hours of broadcasts across ABC and 
ESPN networks. December broadcasts 
once again included holiday programming, 
with three-hours of AKC programming on 
Christmas Eve and four-hours on Christ-
mas Day. 2024 marks the fourth annual 
year that ESPN has chosen to feature 
AKC content on Christmas Day.

AKC & NFL
In 2024, the American Kennel Club 
(AKC) partnered with the National Foot-
ball League (NFL) to create NFL Dog 
Plays of the Year, a new television special 

that showcased the top moments from 
the AKC on ESPN series, as well as 
stories of NFL players and their dogs. 
The collaboration with the NFL marks 
a significant milestone for the AKC, po-
sitioning us alongside one of the most 
recognizable sports organizations in the 
world. It expands AKC’s audience reach, 
enhances brand visibility, and reinforces 
the connection between the love of dogs 
and sportsmanship. This initial show also 
opens the door to future collaborations, 
further strengthening the AKC’s presence 
in mainstream sports media and driving 
broader engagement with our dog-loving 
audience.

AKC National Championship Broadcast 
For the fifth consecutive show, the AKC 
National Championship Dog Show pre-
miered on the ABC television network on 
December 29, 2024, 2-5pm ET. The show 
received an encore broadcast on ESPN2 
on the same day at 6-9pm ET.

CONSENT
Following a motion by Dr. Battaglia, sec-
onded by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the following 
Consent agenda items. 
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Delegate Approvals
Andrew I. Kalmanash
To represent Big Apple Working Group Club 
Published December 2024, January 2025

Anita R. O’Berg
To represent Santa Barbara Kennel Club 
Published December 2024, January 2025
	
Georgeann Reeve
To represent Bernese Mountain Dog Club 
of America
Published December 2024, January 2025

Virginia Rowland 
To represent Wachusett KC
Published December 2024, January 2025

Obedience – Parent Club Request for 
Three Quarter Jump Height –  
Bouvier des Flandres
The Board VOTED to approve the re-
quest of the American Bouvier des Flan-
dres Parent Club to have the regular jump 
height requirement in obedience lowered 
to three-quarters the height of the dog at 
the withers. 

With the requested change, they will be 
allowed to jump 18-22 inches. 

Basset Fauve de Bretagne Eligibility 
to Compete in the Hound Group
The Board VOTED to approve a petition 
from the Basset Fauve de Bretagne Club 

of America seeking acceptance into the 
AKC Stud Book and for the Basset Fauve 
de Bretagne to be eligible to compete in 
the Hound Group. The submitted breed 
standard was also approved. The breed will 
be moved from the Foundation Stock Ser-
vice into the Stud Book of the American 
Kennel Club on December 31, 2025. The 
Stud Book will remain open until Decem-
ber 31, 2030. 

Standard of the Basset Fauve de Bretagne
General Appearance

The Basset Fauve de Bretagne is a small, 
rough-coated French scent hound devel-
oped in the 17th Century to hunt small 
game in the region of origin, Brittany, 
France. They adapt easily to all terrains, 
including the most difficult, and to all 
quarry. He is bold and vivacious in char-
acter; compact, tough and robust. The 
Basset Fauve de Bretagne possesses those 
characteristics which demonstrate its 
exceptional aptitude for hunting. A small, 
stocky hound, lively and speedy for its 
size, fauves are energetic and hardy. The 
fauve temperament is mild, never sharp 
or timid. As well as impassioned hunters, 
fauves are excellent family companions, 
sociable, affectionate and easygoing. 
When hunting, fauves are courageous, 
wily and tenacious, making them very 
successful hunters.
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Size Proportion, Substance 
Height at the withers should be 12.5” min-
imum and 15.5” maximum, with a toler-
ance of .5“ over or under for exceptional 
specimens. Fauves under 12” or over 16” 
are a disqualifying fault. To establish the 
proportion of a Fauve, the measurement 
should be from the withers to the floor 
for height and point of shoulder to the 
ischium for the length, resulting in a ratio 
of 1:1.2. The limbs should have sufficient 
bone for performance in rough terrain, 
without appearing either frail or overdone. 

Head 
The fauve expression is lively. The head 
is well proportioned with the back skull 
slightly longer than the muzzle. The skull 
is rather long, showing a pronounced 
occipital protuberance. Viewed from the 
front, the skull forms a flattened arch 
which diminishes in width from the rear 
to the superciliary arches, which are not 
very prominent. Too prominent supercil-
iary arches are a fault, as is a broad, flat 
skull. The muzzle is slightly tapered rather 
than being perfectly rectangular. A short 
or pointed muzzle is a fault. The flews 
cover the lower jaw but without excess. 
Heavy, pendulous upper lips are a fault 
as is unpigmented areas of the lips. Slight 
furnishings make up the moustache and 
beard. The nose is darkly pigmented, pref-
erably black or dark brown, with well-open 
nostrils. Totally or partially unpigmented 

areas on the nose is a fault. The teeth are 
strong, meeting in a scissors bite. A level 
bite is tolerated. Absence of first premo-
lars is not penalized. A bite either overshot 
or undershot is a disqualifying fault. The 
eyes are neither bulging nor set too deeply 
in the orbits. Dark brown is the preferred 
color with lively expression. A light eye or 
unpigmented edges of eyelids is a fault. 
Overly light eyes are a serious fault. The 
ears are finely attached, in line with the 
eye, just reaching the end of the nose when 
drawn forward, ending in a point and 
turned inwards. The ears are covered by 
finer, shorter hair than the rest of the body. 
Flat, high set and large ears with no fold 
are a fault.

Neck, Topline, Body 
The neck is rather short and well-muscled. 
Body: The chest is deep and broad with a 
prominent sternum. The back is short for 
a basset and broad. The topline is straight 
and level. The rib structure is well sprung 
and rather rounded. The loin is broad and 
muscular with moderate tuck-up toward 
the rear. Overly tucked up is a fault.

Forequarters

The limbs have good bone. The shoulder 
is well-laid back and set close against the 
chest. Elbows are in line with the body. 
The Forearm is to be vertical. Pasterns, 
seen in profile, are somewhat oblique, 
Feet are compact with toes tight together, 
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arched with solid nails and the pads are 
hard. Excessive crook in legs or foot turn-
out is a fault. Front dewclaws are present 
but may be removed.

Hindquarters

Hindquarters are strong and well-mus-
cled with good bend of stifle. Seen from 
behind, the rear limbs are parallel, neither 
close nor wide. Hips are wide with thighs 
well-muscled.

Hocks are well let down and moderately 
angulated, perpendicular from hock to 
ground. Feet are as in front. Except that 
they must point straight ahead. Rear dew-
claws are a fault.

Tail

Carried slightly sickle-fashion of medium 
length, large at the base, often bristly and 
well tapered at the end. In action, the tail is 
carried above the topline and makes reg-
ular movements from side to side. Kinked 
tail is a disqualification.

Coat 
A wiry, rough, harsh, rather short coat 
is preferred but a smooth, harsh coat is 
tolerated. The coat should never be woolly 
or curly. The face shouldn’t be too bushy. 
Eyebrows should be short enough to see 
the eyes. Mustache and beard should be 
moderate in length. Shown in natural coat, 
not overly groomed. Sculpted furnishings 

should be penalized. Sparse, smooth, fine 
or soft coats are faults. Long, woolly coat 
is a serious fault.

Color

Solid colored ranging from light fawn, 
golden wheaten, to red brick in hue. A few 
black hairs dispersed on the back, ears and 
tail are tolerated as is a small white star on 
the chest, but not desirable.

Gait

The movement should be free at all 
speeds. Front action is straight and 
reaching well forward. Going away, the 
hind legs are parallel and have great 
drive. Convergence of the front and 
rear legs towards his center of gravity is 
proportional to the speed of his move-
ment. Gives the appearance of an active 
hound, capable of a full day’s hunting.

Temperament 
A lively, active, outgoing, sociable temper-
ament. Timid behavior is a fault.

Disqualification

Under 12” or over 16” tall
Overshot or undershot bite
Kinked tail

Approved July 26, 2021
Effective June 28, 2023
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Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka’s Eligibil-
ity to Compete in the Toy Group
The Board VOTED to approve the petition 
form the Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka Club 
of America seeking acceptance into the AKC 
Stud Book and for the Russian Tsvetnaya 
Bolonka to be eligible to compete in the 
Toy Group. The Board of Directors, at the 
February 2022 Board Meeting, approved 
the Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka as eligible to 
compete in the Miscellaneous Class effective 
January 1, 2023. The breed will be moved 
from the Foundation Stock Service into the 
Stud Book of the American Kennel Club 
on December 31, 2025. The Stud Book will 
remain open until December 31, 2030.

The submitted breed standard was also 
approved.

Standard of the Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka
General Appearance

Developed to be the ultimate house pet 
and companion, the Russian Tsvetnaya 
Bolonka is a small, sturdy, balanced dog, 
slightly longer than tall. The breed appears 
disheveled due to the wavy or curly coat. 
He moves gracefully with the tail carried 
over the back. He is friendly to all and 
shows no sign of aggression. He is sweet, 
loving, intelligent and willing to please.

Size Proportion, Substance 
The body is slightly (not more than 15%) 
longer than the height at the withers, just 

off-square, measured from the point of 
shoulder to the ischium. The height is up 
to 10 ¼”. Height at withers over 11 inch-
es is a disqualification. He is moderately 
boned. The ideal weight for males and 
females is 7-9 pounds.

Head 
The expression is sweet, alert, and intelligent. 
Eyes are dark brown. Lighter brown color 
is allowed in brown, fawn and cream dogs. 
Blue or partially blue eye(s) are a disqualifi-
cation. The eyes are of medium size, round-
ed, and set on the frontal plane. Eyelids are 
tight. Eye rims are black or match the coat 
color. Cheeks are slightly rounded. Ears are 
moderate size, V shaped with slightly round-
ed tips, set moderately high, lay close to the 
skull and carried dropped. When alert, the 
ears lift at the base. The head is in propor-
tion to the body. The skull is slightly prom-
inent and slightly rounded, with a well-de-
fined stop. The muzzle is short, slightly more 
than one third of the length of the head, 
slightly tapered to the nose. The nasal bridge 
is straight and wide at the base. Lower jaw is 
moderately wide. The nose is small, vertical 
in profile, with nostrils that are well opened. 
The nose is solid black or matches the coat 
color. All shades of solid brown pigmenta-
tion are allowed in brown dogs. A spotted 
or flesh-colored nose is a disqualification. 
The lips are tight, with edges that are black 
or similar to the coat color. A scissors bite is 
preferred; a level bite or a slightly undershot 
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bite is tolerated. A complete set of incisors 
and canines is desired. An overshot bite or 
wry mouth is a disqualification. 

Neck, Topline, Body 
The neck is average length, sloping, dry, 
and  well-muscled. The topline is level with 
a strong, broad, well-muscled back. The 
body is compact with a deep chest that is 
moderately broad and oval shaped with 
the brisket extending to the elbow. Ribs are 
well sprung. The underline is moderately 
tucked up. The loin is short and slightly 
arched. The croup is rounded, medium 
length, rather broad, slightly sloping, and 
muscular. The tail is medium length, set at 
moderate height, and curls over the back 
so the tip is close to the back. The tail is 
completely covered by coat. The tail may 
not be docked. A missing or docked tail is 
a disqualification. 
	
Forequarters

Legs are straight, parallel, and moder-
ately wide when viewed from the front. 
The shoulder blades are well muscled, 
and their angulation with the shoulders is 
100-110 degrees. The forelegs are straight 
and parallel, with elbows tight to the body. 
The length from the withers to the elbows 
is equal to the length from the elbows to 
the ground. Pasterns are strong and nearly 
upright. Dew claws may be removed. The 
feet are small and round with arched, tight 
toes. Pads and nails are dark.

Hindquarters

The hind legs are straight and parallel. The 
hocks are strong, and moderately angulat-
ed, medium in length. They are set mod-
erately wide when viewed from the rear. 
The rear pasterns are medium length and 
upright. Dew claws may be removed. The 
feet are a little smaller than the forefeet, 
oval shaped, with arched, tight toes. Pads 
and nails are dark. 

Coat 
The coat is long, dense, thick, soft, and sup-
ple, with a well-developed undercoat. The 
coat forms large curls (preferred) or may 
be very wavy. The head has a well-devel-
oped beard and moustache. Complete lack 
of a beard and moustache is a disqualifica-
tion. The coat is never deliberately parted. 
Hair on top of the head may fall naturally 
or be held up with a small bow on the top 
of the head. Feet may be neatened. No oth-
er trimming of the coat is allowed.

Color

All colors are permitted except solid white, 
spotted, parti-color or merle. Small white 
markings on the toes and forechest are per-
mitted. A solid white, spotted, parti-color or 
merle coat color is a disqualification. 

Gait

The movement is smooth and flowing with 
good reach in front and strong rear drive.
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Temperament 
The Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka is 
even-tempered, intelligent, friendly to all, 
and should never be shy or show aggres-
sion of any kind. 

Disqualifications

Height at withers over 11 inches. 
Blue or partially blue eye(s).
A spotted or flesh colored nose.
An overshot bite or wry mouth. 
A missing or docked tail.
Complete lack of beard and moustache.
Any spots, markings (except where men-
tioned), solid white, parti-color or merle 
coat color. 

Approved  June 17, 2021
Effective January 1, 2023

Sloughi Stud Book
The Board VOTED to approve the request 
of the American Sloughi Association to 
keep the Sloughi Stud Book open for the 
Breed. The Sloughi Stud Book will remain 
open until January 1, 2031.

It was scheduled to close on January 1, 2026. 

Staffordshire Bull Terrier Proposed 
Breed Standard Revision
The Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of 
America, Inc. (SBTCA) has submitted a 
proposed revision to the color section of the 
breed standard. Staff did not receive any 

comments following the publication of the 
proposed revision to the breed standard in 
the Secretary’s Page of the AKC Gazette.

The Board VOTED to permit the SBTCA 
to ballot its membership on the proposed 
change to the Color section of the breed 
standard in accordance with the club’s 
Constitution and Bylaws.

Color: Red, fawn, white, black or blue, or 
any of these colors with white. Any shade 
of brindle or any shade of brindle with 
white. Black-and-tan or liver color to be 
disqualified. Merle pattern does not exist 
genetically in the breed and shall be dis-
qualified.

Disqualification: Black-and-tan or liver 
color and Merle Pattern.

Agility – Transferring of Points and 
QQs from MACH to PACH 
The Board VOTED to change the Regula-
tions for Agility Trials and Agility Course Test 
(ACT ) to allow for the transfer of accu-
mulated points and double Qs (QQ) from 
the Master Agility Championship title 
(MACH) title track to the Preferred Agili-
ty Championship title (PACH) title track.

Once entered in the preferred master-level 
classes, the owner may, at their discre-
tion, transfer one-time QQs and points 
earned towards the MACH title to those 
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needed to earn a PACH title. Only points 
and QQs that have not been applied to an 
awarded MACH title may be transferred. 
These changes will become effective on 
July 2, 2025.

Chapter 8 (new paragraph)
MACH To PACH Transfer of points and 
Double Qualify (2Qs) Points and Double 
Qs earned by a dog at the regular Mas-
ter level that have not been applied to an 
awarded MACH title may upon request be 
transferred in whole to the dog’s Preferred 
Master level for the purpose of earning a 
PACH. This is a one-time transfer per dog.

Agility – Regulation Clarification for 
the Tire Jump 
The Regulations for Agility Trials and Agility 
Course Test (ACT), Chapter 3, Section 3, 11. 
Tire Jump describes the method for attach-
ing the connecting straps to secure the tire 
to the frame with the provided strap or elas-
tic band. Staff feel there is a safety concern 
as the strap does not break away should a 
dog become lodged between the tire and 
the tire frame, potentially causing injury.

The Board VOTED to change the defini-
tion of a connecting strap to include the 
wording that the connecting strap must 
be displaceable. These changes will be 
effective on July 1, 2025.

Regulations for Agility Trials and Agility 
Course Test (ACT), Chapter 3, Section 3, 
11. Tire Jump 

11. Tire Jump. 
(New wording underlined below – all other 
parts of this section 11 remain the same.)
After confirming that the tire meets the re-
quired 16-20 lbs. requirement, secure the 
tire to the frame with the provided strap or 
elastic band that is displaceable from the 
tire frame when force is applied.

Agility – International Sweepstakes 
Class (ISC) Updates 
The Board VOTED to approve updates 
to Regulations for Agility Trials and Agility 
Course Test (ACT), Chapter 14 to keep the 
International Sweepstakes Class (ISC) 
Regulations consistent with changes in 
international Agility.

The only new Regulation is to allow bitch-
es in season to compete at ISC-only trials 
at the option of the host club. This will be 
done on a one-year trial basis. 

Section 2. Eligibility of Dogs. This class 
is open to dogs that are eligible to com-
pete in AKC Agility Trials. Dogs may be 
entered in any of the offered class levels 
and in multiple levels at the trial. For ISC 
ONLY trial Bitches in season (BIS) may 
be entered at the club’s discretion. If the 
club decides to allow BIS to complete that 



https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/26115811/Board-Minutes-February-2025-FINAL-PUBLISHED-Appendix-A.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/26115804/Board-Minutes-February-2025-FINAL-PUBLISHED-Appendix-B.pdf
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that these deposits remain the same for 2025.

The Board VOTED to maintain the cur-
rent fees. 

Adding a New Offense & Penalty 
The current Rules Applying to Dog Shows 
do not include any time frame regarding 
exposure to a communicable disease or any 
restriction from attending an event after a 
dog has had a communicable disease; only 
that their veterinarian’s recommendations 
be followed. The AKC Discipline Guidelines 
do not have a penalty for an individual who 
knowingly brings a dog sick with a commu-
nicable disease or exposed to a communica-
ble disease on AKC event grounds. 

The Board of Directors VOTED to ap-
prove penalties for the offense of “Know-
ingly bringing a dog on event grounds 
within 30 days of displaying the first 
clinical signs of communicable disease” 
and “Knowingly bringing a dog on event 
grounds within 14 days of it being in con-
tact with another dog displaying signs of 
communicable disease.”

New offense and penalty:

I.		  Inappropriate Treatment of  
		  Animals
	 j. Knowingly bringing a dog on event 
grounds within 30 days of displaying 
the first clinical signs of communicable 

disease.
Mitigated: 3mo/$300		   
Standard: 6 mo/$500		   
Aggravated: Up to life/up to $10,000

	 k.		 Knowingly bringing a dog on 
event grounds within 14 days of it be-
ing in contact with another dog display-
ing signs of communicable disease.
Mitigated: 1 mo/$100
Standard: 3mo/$300		   
Aggravated: Up to life/up to $10,000

The Board recessed at 4:20 p.m. 
____________________________________ 

The Board Meeting was reconvened on 
Friday, February 7, 2025, at 9:05 a.m. All 
Directors were present in the New York 
office. The Executive Secretary, the Chief 
Operating Officer, and the Chief Finan-
cial Officer were also present.

COO Report on Strategic Planning
Gordon Comfort, COO, presented an 
update on the work done on the Strategic 
Plan to date. 

The plan will be used to allocate resources, 
set goals, and identify risks and opportuni-
ties. The Board was pleased with the proj-
ect. Staff will have a draft to present to the 
Board for discussion in April.  
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC.

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS VIA  

TEAMS VIDEO CONFERENCE

FEBRUARY 25, 2025

The Board convened on Tuesday, February 
25, 2025, at 12:00 p.m. Eastern Time.

All Directors were present and participating 
via video conference. The meeting was 
called into Executive Session.

It was reported out of this session that 
following a motion by Dr. Davies, sec-
onded by Mr. Carota, it was unanimously 
VOTED to postpone implementation of 
the event service fee adjustment while the 
Board of Directors and Staff reevaluate the 
financial implications across all events.

Adjourned at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time.

Attest:	 __________________________ 
Thomas M. Davies, Chairman
(Digitally signed Thomas M. Davies, February 25, 2025, 4:35pm)
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http://www.americanwaterspanielclub.org/
https://www.barbetclubofamerica.com/
https://boykinspanielclub.us/
http://www.theamericanbrittanyclub.org
http://www.amchessieclub.org/
http://www.clumbers.org/
https://www.americanspanielclub.org/
http://www.ccrca.org/
https://englishcocker.org/
http://www.esaa.com/
http://www.essfta.org/
http://www.fieldspaniels.org/
https://fcrsa.org
http://www.gspca.org/
http://www.gwpca.com/
http://www.grca.org/
http://www.gsca.org/
http://www.irishredwhitesetterassociation.com/
http://www.irishsetterclub.org/
https://iwsca.org/
http://www.thelabradorclub.com/
https://www.lagottous.com/
https://www.kooikerhondjeusa.org/
http://nsdtrc-usa.org/
http://www.americanpointerclub.org/
http://www.spinoneclubofamerica.com/
https://www.sussexspaniels.org
http://www.vcaweb.org/
http://weimaranerclubofamerica.org/
https://welshspringerspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.awpga.com/
http://www.whvca.us/
https://www.thebraccoclub.org
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Afghan Hound American 
Foxhound

AzawakhAmerican English 
Coonhound

Basenji

Basset Hound Beagle Black and Tan 
Coonhound

Bloodhound Bluetick 
Coonhound

Borzoi DachshundCirneco dell’Etna English Foxhound Grand Basset
Griffon Vendéen

Greyhound Harrier Ibizan Hound Irish Wolfhound Norwegian 
Elkhound

Otterhound Petit Basset 
Griffon Vendéen

Pharaoh Hound Plott

Redbone 
Coonhound

Portuguese 
Podengo Pequeno

Rhodesian 
Ridgeback

Saluki Scottish 
Deerhound

WhippetTreeing Walker 
Coonhound

Sloughi

http://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/american_english_coonhound/index.cfm
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/american-foxhound/
http://www.azawakhs.org/
https://www.basenji.org/
http://basset-bhca.org/
https://www.nationalbeagleclub.org
https://abtcc.org
http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/bluetick_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.borzoiclubofamerica.org
https://cirneco.org/
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/english_foxhound/index.cfm
https://www.gbgv.net/
http://www.greyhoundclubofamericainc.org/
http://www.harrierclubofamerica.com/
http://www.ihcus.org/
http://www.iwclubofamerica.org/index.html
http://neaa.net/
http://www.otterhound.org/
http://www.pbgv.org/
http://www.ph-club.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/plott-hound/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/portuguese-podengo-pequeno/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/redbone-coonhound/
http://www.rrcus.org/
https://salukiclub.org
http://www.deerhound.org
https://sloughi-international.com/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/treeing-walker-coonhound/
https://www.americanwhippetclub.org
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Akita Alaskan 
Malamute

Anatolian 
Shepherd Dog

Bernese 
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Black Russian 
Terrier

Boerboel Bullmastiff Cane Corso Chinook

Dogue de  
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Dogo Argentino German 
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Giant  
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Komondor Leonberger

Kuvasz Mastiff Neapolitan 
Mastiff

Newfoundland Portuguese 
Water Dog

Rottweiler Saint Bernard Samoyed Siberian Husky Standard 
Schnauzer

Tibetan Mastiff

Boxer

Doberman 
Pinscher

http://www.akitaclub.org/
http://alaskanmalamute.org/
https://asdca.club
https://www.bmdca.org/
http://www.thebrtca.org
https://americanboerboelclub.org
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.bullmastiff.us/
http://www.canecorso.org/
https://www.chinookclubofamerica.org
http://www.dpca.org/
https://www.dogousa.org/
http://www.ddbsa.org/.
https://germanpinscher.org/
http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/
http://www.gdca.org/
https://greatpyrenees.club
https://gsmdca.org
http://komondorclubofamerica.org/
http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/mastiff/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
https://saintbernardclubofamerica.club
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/


http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
http://www.btcoa.org/
http://www.btca.com/
http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
http://ddtca.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/rat-terrier/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/russell-terrier/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://sealyham.org/
https://stca.us/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
https://welshterrier.org/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
http://www.aftc.org/
https://www.aftc.org/


http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://biewerterrierclubofamerica.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://www.japanesechinclubofamerica.org/
https://www.americanmaltese.org
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
https://pekingeseclubofamerica.com
https://ampomclub.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
https://silkyterrier.net
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/


http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
https://www.usactc.org/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org/
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/norwegian-lundehund/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://schipperkeclubofamerica.org
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/shiba-inu/
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/xoloitzcuintli/
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Finnish 
Lapphund

Australian  
Cattle Dog

Australian  
Shepherd

Bearded Collie Beauceron Belgian Laekenois

Belgian  
Malinois

Belgian Sheepdog Berger PicardBelgian Tervuren Bergamasco

Bouvier des 
Flandres

Briard Canaan Dog Cardigan Welsh 
Corgi

Collie (Rough) Collie (Smooth) Entlebucher 
Mountain Dog

German Shepherd 
Dog

Icelandic 
Sheepdog

Miniature American 
Shepherd

Lancashire Heeler Mudi Norwegian Buhund

Old English 
Sheepdog

Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi

Polish Lowland 
Sheepdog

Puli

Pyrenean 
Shepherd

Pumi

Shetland 
Sheepdog

Swedish  
Vallhund

Spanish Water Dog

Border Collie

https://www.acdca.org/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/belgian-laekenois/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
https://bpclubofamerica.org/about-the-bpca
https://bordercolliesocietyofamerica.com
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
https://www.finnishlapphund.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org/
https://unitedstateslancashireheelerclub.com
https://www.mudi.us/
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pumiclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org/
https://www.swdclub.org/
https://www.swedishvallhund.com


https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/akc-registered-handlers/



