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What's New in Government

Relations

As we welcome the beginning of spring,

it's a perfect time to reflect on the

growing importance of responsible dog

ownership and advocacy. The longer

days, warmer temperatures, and

blooming flowers mark a new season

and new opportunities for fun with our

dogs. They also serve as a reminder of

the ongoing work required to protect

our canine companions and the

responsibilities we hold as dog lovers.

This newsletter brings together key

insights and actions from recent blog

posts that highlight important issues

facing dogs, their owners, and the

legislation that affects them.

READ MORE

 

 

What’s The Difference

Between Animal Rights And

Animal Welfare—And Why

Does It Matter?

Words matter. As dog lovers, we hear

the words “Animal Rights” and “Animal

Welfare” a lot. But have you given much

thought to what the terms actually

mean and their implications?

Online and in conversations, in popular

media, and even among policymakers

(especially around election time), these

terms are commonly interchanged. This

leads to a whole lot of confusion, but

even worse, real danger for dog lovers

and the future of our sport.

READ MORE

 

 

25 Things Your Club Can Do

Now To Fight Bad Dog Laws

Good laws protect dogs and uphold the

rights of responsible owners. But

alarmingly, too many recent animal laws

erode the rights of owners and mandate

care requirements that defy both

science and common sense. The

American Kennel Club Government

Relations Department (AKC GR) works

with dog owners, AKC clubs, and allied

groups to protect the rights of dog

owners and help ensure that laws

governing dog ownership, exhibition,

and breeding are reasonable and non-

discriminatory. AKC clubs drive this

advocacy on behalf of dogs, especially

on the state and local levels. Members

may ask, “What can we do to support

good laws and to amend or defeat bad

ones?” 

READ MORE

 

Welcome, Spring: A Season of

Renewal for Dogs and Their

Unique Needs

Today marks the first day of spring, a

season that brings warmth, blooming

flowers, and longer days – all of which

can be a refreshing change for both

humans and their canine companions.

As the weather begins to shift, it’s

important to remember that dogs, like

us, have different tolerances to

temperature. From the first spring

breezes to the hot summer days ahead,

each breed is uniquely adapted to thrive

in specific climates.

Dogs come in all shapes and sizes, with

characteristics that make them

exceptional in different environments.

Whether it’s a furry arctic breed with a

dense undercoat or a sleek, single-

coated breed, each dog has traits that

help it thrive in various weather

conditions. Understanding these unique

qualities is key to ensuring that your dog

remains comfortable and safe as the

seasons change.

READ MORE

 

 

Did You Know: Government

Relations Awards

Did you know the AKC has several grant

opportunities and awards that are given

throughout the year to various AKC

clubs, federations, and other

exceptional community leaders who

work to advance responsible dog

ownership? Read more about the award

opportunities. You can find these award

nominations in the Legislative Action

Center.

READ MORE

 

Legislative Information and Updates

Linked below are some highlights of pending legislation impacting dog ownership

and dog owners’ rights across the country. For more information on these issues,

and information on how you can get involved, visit the AKC GR Legislative Action

Center here.

Visit the 2025 Legislation Tracking map for the most up-to-date information on

state and federal legislation. This site, updated each weekday, provides the latest

bill text, status, and links to legislative alerts posted by the AKC. 

In addition to tracking and responding to legislative proposals, AKC Government

Relations addresses dog-related regulatory proposals from the U.S. federal

government, all 50 states, and the District of Columbia. AKC GR’s Regulatory

Resource Center provides updates on federal and state regulatory issues that may

impact dog owners.

Federal

Issues that may

affect all dog

owners in the U.S.

State

Issues specific to

your state 

Local

Issues at the city,

county, and

metropolitan levels,

and in U.S.

territories 

Regulatory

regulatory issues at

the federal, state,

and local levels

 

Please contact AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org for more information

or to let us know what’s happening in your local community.
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