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Understanding Senior 
Frailty
A leading researcher dis-
cusses treatment and  
quality-of-life decisions in 
elder dogs.

The Genius
In her own words, Anna Kath-
erine Nicholas’s climb from 
child prodigy to living legend.

Ellie and Officer Ben
The journey of a junior 
and a police dog to the  
AKC Rally National 
Championship.

Masters in Their Field
AKC Delegate says,  
“Wow! What a Master 
Hunter Excellent weekend 
for me!”

Gazette Extra GAZETTE readers made these our most popular feature 
stories of 2024.

new york—The AKC 
Museum of the Dog will 
kick off Westminster week-
end with an elegant cocktail 
party on Friday, February 7, 
beginning at 4:30 p.m.  

Enjoy music, drinks, and 
hors d’oeuvres with friends 
while supporting the only 
museum in the country that 
celebrates our sport	 and 
the eternal canine-human 
bond. The party will honor 
Gayle Bontecou, longtime 

Museum supporter and 
board member.

Ticket sales and spon-
sorships help the Museum 
continue to educate the 
public about the important 
roles that dogs play in soci-

ety, raise awareness about 
our sport, present expertly 
curated exhibitions, and host 
fun events throughout the 
year.

Tickets/More 
Information

Party Time
             in NYC
Westminster Cocktail Kickoff 
at AKC Museum

“The Bumble Bee,” François Bernard, AKC Museum of the Dog

“Ellie and Officer Ben”

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/08144019/rev-AKC-Gazette-November-2024.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/08144019/rev-AKC-Gazette-November-2024.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/27150744/AKC-Gazette-December-2024.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/09141843/July-2024-Gazette-rev.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/03094859/AKC-Gazette-April-2024-rev.pdf
https://museumofthedog.org/mc-events/westminster-kickoff-cocktail-party-a-fundraiser-for-the-akc-museum-of-the-dog/?mc_id=338
https://museumofthedog.org/mc-events/westminster-kickoff-cocktail-party-a-fundraiser-for-the-akc-museum-of-the-dog/?mc_id=338
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From the Canine Health 
Foundation—Heart 

disease is common in dogs, 
and a substantial proportion 
of affected dogs suffer from 
congestive heart failure as 
their disease progresses. This 
lecture will review disease 

processes that contribute to 
congestive heart failure and 
its progression, current med-
ications used to treat heart 
failure, and novel treatment 
approaches (medical and 

nonmedical) to address this 
important syndrome in dogs.

Tuesday, February 18
7:00 p.m. et
Speaker: Darcy B. 

Adin, DVM, DACVIM 
(Cardiology)

Register

The most successful dog book ever published, 
with over two million copies sold, The New 
Complete Dog Book is the American Kennel 
Club’s bible of dogs, a celebration of every 
breed— over 200 recognized by the AKC. 

This volume offers readers: 

• Official standard for every AKC-recognized 
breed

• Over 800 exceptional color photographs of 
adults and puppies

• Spotlight on finding well-bred puppies, 
sports, and activities for dogs and owners

This 23rd edition of  The American Kennel 
Club’s The New Complete Dog Book 
belongs in every dog lover’s home, the library 
of every town and institution, and dog club 
reference section in America.

Available at Amazon or in the AKC Shop at shop.akc.org

THE ONE BOOK
EVERY DOG LOVER NEEDS

COMPLETELY

UPDATED & 

EXPANDED!

Congestive Heart Failure in Dogs:  
                     Research and Innovation

https://akc.zoom.us/webinar/register/1017364339226/WN_RTlmlZvpQkmHTNvZkZOuoA
https://shop.akc.org/products/the-new-complete-dog-book/
https://www.akcchf.org
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AKC National Championship presented by Royal Canin, 
December 14 and 15 

RINGSIDE
Photos by John Ricard ©AKC
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AKC National Championship presented by Royal Canin, 
December 14 and 15 
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RINGSIDE
AKC Agility Invitational December 14 and 15, 
Orlando, Florida 





https://www.cambeywest.com/FDG/?f=gift&s=F5GAM  
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climbing over America’s 
best show dogs to reach the 
summit of seven.

Whippet GCh. Sporting 
Fields Shameless, the coun-
try’s number-one hound 
and number-three dog, 
was judge Eugene Blake’s 
Hound Group winner;

Peggy Hauck put up 
multi-BIS, multi-specialty 
winning Chow Chow GCh. 
Eastern-Magic Fly Me Safe 
in her Non-Sporting ring; 

Out of the classes came 

the wild card: Malcom 
Moore’s choice in the Toy 
Group, a South Korean 
toy Poodle named Hidden 
Valley B R8, winner of 28 
Asian BIS, who took the 
group at Central Valley KC 
three days earlier; 

Elliot Weiss’s popular 
choice in the Sporting Group 
was the Irish Setter from 
the Veterans class, GCh. 
Darnelle’s Pennies From 
Heaven, a national-specialty 
winner—grizzled but still 

grand—who scored an upset 
Group I over highly ranked 
competition; 

In the terrier ring Bruce 
Schwartz looked past the 
event’s reigning cham-
pion, Skye Terrier GCh. 
Cragsmoor Good Time 
Charlie, and gave the nod 
to Scottish Terrier GCh. 
Roundtown Queen of 
Hearts, daughter of 2009 
National Champion Ch. 
Roundtown Mercedes of 
Maryscot;

Toy Poodle Hidden 
Valley B R8
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TIMES PAST
Convention Center was 
her personal rumpus room, 
where she was entertaining a 
few close friends. 

But this was no walkover. 
If Boyles hoped to take 
home the red-white-and-
blue rosette, Rumor would 
have to step up and take it. 

Her six competitors all 
showed like champions, 
nary a false move among 
them. And yet, on this 
night and in this building, 
Rumor owned the ring. 
The revered all-rounder Bill 
Kendrick always insisted 
that the best handling is 
the least handling; Wild 
Bill would have been well 
pleased to see the light 
touch with which Boyles 
guided his Shepherd. It 
sometimes seemed Rumor 
was showing herself, espe-
cially when frozen in one of 
her signature self-stacks.

The spectators became 
increasingly vocal as one 
by one the dogs played 
their roles to perfection. 
They sensed they were 
part of a memorable Best 
in Show finale—19 min-

utes of high-stakes drama 
where each actor was true to 
their breed’s character: the 
perky little Poodle moving 
with the springy step of a 
sparrow on hot asphalt; the 
Chow, lordly and scowling, 
submitting to the judge’s 
examination with a snobbish 
aplomb; the sleek-headed 
Whippet gaiting with the 
clockwork grace of a good 
hound.

Stein watched patiently, 
hands clasped behind his 
back, murmuring instruc-
tions to the handlers in a 
low, neutral tone. He sent his 
charges once more around. 
He gave the lineup a last 
look, and lingered as though 
he couldn’t bear to disturb 
such a thing of beauty. 
Finally he said, “I just want 
to say, forty-five hundred 
dogs, and you’re the last 
ones left. That’s quite an 
accomplishment.” 

STEAK FOR THE LADY
Stein made his way to the 

judge’s table and reached 
into his vest pocket for a 
pen—one of those yellow 

and purple Westminster 
ballpoints. He checked his 
watch and filled out the 
judge’s book. Bigwigs from 
the AKC and Eukanuba 
assembled in the ring with 
trophies, prizes, and one 
very large check.

Back at center ring, Stein 
settled the matter. First, he 
gave his Reserve rosette to 
Queenie the Scottie. Then, 
with the disdain for theatrics 
he exhibited throughout, 
Stein made a small ges-
ture with his hand and 
said simply, “The German 
Shepherd Dog.” The 
crowd shrieked. The PA 
announcer boomed. And 
the new National Champion 
looked around the arena as 
though she was wondering, 
why all the fuss? After all, 
she had done this 99 times 
before.

In the post-show inter-
view, Boyles was asked if 
Rumor had earned a steak 
dinner. He replied, “She’s 
been getting steak dinners 
all week long, but she’ll get 
some more tonight, that’s 
for sure.”—B.B.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxw7b3--ZL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQF7TC6YtC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQF7TC6YtC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zxw7b3--ZL0
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Katie 
Bernardin
“You have to love your job,” 

2024’s ANC Best in Show 
handler Katie Bernardin says. “You 
have to do it with a passion. You 
sacrifice your own life to make 
sure the dogs always come 
first. You take care of the 
dogs. But you have to 
learn to take care of 
dogs.”

 A quick tip from 
Katie: “Think of someone 
you really admire in the sport, 
and imagine they’re always 
looking over your shoulder. 
Act like they are always 
watching.”



mailto:arliss.paddock%40akc.org?subject=
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Afghan Hounds
THE BITE AND MUZZLE

I have heard people wonder 
why the standard prefers 

a “level mouth” and allows a 
“scissors bite” but describes 
the latter as being “more 
punishing.” Way back in my 
beginning in the breed, I too 
wondered what this meant. I 
held the standard like it was 
the Ten Commandments; I 
didn’t question it but stud-
ied it and everything related 
to it, like a scholar studies 
the Bible. 

I finally came to this 
conclusion: For as long 
as Afghan Hounds have 
existed (one may remem-
ber in writings that they 
were often referred to as the 
breed of dog representing 
the species on Noah’s Ark), 
the breed was not discov-
ered by Western civilization 
until the very late 1800s, in 
India. 

In the early 1900s, some 
Afghan Hounds were 
brought back to England. 
This was at a time when 
people were already inter-
ested in and developing the 
whole process of selective 

dog breeding and dog exhi-
bitions. This was also around 
the time that existing writ-
ten descriptions of di�erent 
dogs were being converted 
to take the form of formal 
breed standards. 

I believe that the “level 
bite” was simply an obser-
vation made regarding the 
actual Afghan Hounds that 
were brought to Europe. 
This was found to be 
unusual and odd as com-
pared to what folks were 
already aware of seeing with 

the hunting dogs that these 
people were familiar with 
for years. I don’t feel that 
the idea of the scissors bite 
being “more punishing” 
is based on any scientific 
research but rather can be 
attributed to the established 
awareness of the hunting 
prowess of the Greyhounds, 
Wolfhounds, Deerhounds, 
Whippets, and various terri-
ers and their scissors bites. 

The Afghan Hound stan-
dard is all about unusual, 
peculiar, and exotic, and 

Afghan Hound
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virtues di�cult to breed. It 
is also and very importantly 
emphatic about strength and 
power. The very di�erent 
level bite goes right along 
with this. It works well on 
the Afghan Hound.

Putting all jokes aside 
regarding the brain of the 
Afghan Hound, these dogs 
have the same size brain as 
any dog of their size. It is 
shaped di�erently, and so 
it is encased in a back-skull 
that is elongated to make up 
the di�erence of its narrow-
ness. To the average eye, the 
Afghan Hound’s foreface 
appears skinny, and some 
folks might even describe it 
as pointy. However, this is 
not so. The Afghan Hound’s 
muzzle is narrow and cer-
tainly is so in comparison 
to most breeds of its size. 
The strength of this muzzle 
is made up for in its length 
and depth, and there is a 
prominent under-jaw. This 
lower jaw squares o� the 
muzzle at the nose. This 
squareness best accommo-
dates a level bite. 

I also want to add here that 
it is not uncommon for the 

Afghan Hound to develop 
what I call a “milk mouth,” 
where the hairs on the chin 
(the front of that under-
jaw) are white. This visually 
diminishes from view the 
prominence of that jaw, and 
so this area should always 
be inspected close up. As 
well, a Mandarin beard may 
enhance this area.

—Harry Bennett,
harryonly@aol.com
Afghan Hound Club of 

America

Basenjis
ETHEL BLAIR: ADVOCATE FOR 
BASENJIS AND HUMANITARIAN 
EFFORTS IN THE DRC

I recently interviewed fan-
cier Ethel Blair, who lives 

in Brisbane, Queensland, 
Australia. Listening to her, I 
was reminded yet again how 
much passion and dedica-
tion so many of us have for 
our beloved breed.

The Beginning: Her introduc-
tion to Basenjis

Ethel saw her first Basenji 
in a co�eetable book by the 
photographer and writer 

Robert Vavra. The author’s 
photo showed him sitting in 
a huge chair with his Basenji 
in his lap. “I was just mes-
merized,” said Ethel.

Then she found another of 
Vavra’s books, The Unicorn of 
Kilimanjaro, that had a more 
extensive story about Vavra’s 
time in Kenya and several 
photos of his Basenjis. “That 
was it—I had to have one.” 

 Two years of searching, 
and then, in 1996, “I got this 
call from a woman who said 
she was involved in rescue. 
She said, ‘I’ve got this Basenji 
bitch—if you don’t take 
her, she’s going to be eutha-
nized.’”

Aggie was 9. “I’d never 
seen anything like it in my 
life: Within the first 30 min-
utes, she was standing on 
the kitchen table. So, I got 
this strange Basenji, who 
was a biter, and I didn’t 
really know what to do with 
her. But she lived until 17 
and taught me a lot about 
the breed and being tough 
in the face of adversity.”

Basenji Rescue
Ethel added a few more 

mailto:harryonly%40aol.com?subject=
https://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
https://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/




BREED COLUMNS

FEBRUARY 2025AKC GAZETTE 45

Basenjis to her pack and 
joined the local Basenji 
club. And then: “I got the 
rescue job by default, really. 
The woman who had been 
running rescue was quite 
elderly. She told the commit-
tee that if they didn’t do it 
her way, she would resign.” 
Someone in the club turned 
to Ethel and said, “Would 
you like to do it?” She did. 

When that club folded 
around 2012, Ethel and a 
few other members founded 
Basenji Breed Network 
Australia and the a�liate 
Basenji Breed Network 
Queensland. They have 
successfully rescued and 
rehomed about 300 Basenjis 
in Australia over 30 years. 

When I contacted Ethel, 
she was on a rehoming road 
trip—by my calculations, a 
37-hour round trip.

“We have a small group 
of volunteers and fosters 
who are very committed. 
And when I have called on 
this community as a whole, 
they do step up,” said Ethel. 
As in a $15,000 donation 
to cover a surgery for a 
bitch with major hip issues: 

“She’s living a great big life 
now.” 

The Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC)

In 2010, Ethel expressed 
to fancier Jon Curby her 
interest in having an African 
Basenji. Outcome: Ethel 
joined Curby and others on 
an expedition to the Uele 
region of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) in February 2011, 
and exported a male puppy, 
Akua. Later that year, she 
purchased a full-African, 
Poppy, from Jon on the con-
dition that Poppy would be 
shown. Conformation would 
be a first: Ethel had never 
been in the ring before, let 
alone with a full African. 

How was it? “Oh, my 
gosh, oooh, boy! But Jon has 
been a great mentor.”

Rainshine Foundation
I met Ethel at the BCOA 

national in Gettysburg in 
2012—her first BCOA spe-
cialty. Ethel’s Poppy won 
Best Puppy in the African 
Stock Exhibition under 
judge Mia Löwbeer and 

placed third in the AKC 
puppy class. Also attend-
ing the specialty was Jon 
Valk, who had been the 
Basenji safari director for 
Ethel’s group in 2011. Jon 
Curby had invited Valk to 
Gettysburg so he could 
meet with donors who had 
been supporting the DRC 
Epi primary school for 
many years.

After discussions at the 
specialty, Ethel reached 
out to fanciers Robert 
Freedman, Nicole Murray, 
Alan Burns, and Hiram 
Wurf to establish Rainshine 
Foundation USA. A few 
years later came Rainshine 
Australia.

For a few years, the foun-
dations’ main activity was 
GoFundMe campaigns. In 
2016, after John Valk passed 
away, Ethel stepped up her 
involvement; otherwise, 
the Epi school would have 
closed. Now she travels to 
the region once a year and 
relies on local managers. 

Each of Ethel’s trips has 
had a life-changing focus: a 
water well in Duru village, 
a solar system (for church 





https://www.facebook.com/basenjibreednetwork/
https://www.facebook.com/basenjibreednetwork/
https://www.rainshinefound.org/
https://www.rainshinefound.org/
https://www.rainshinefoundation.org.au/
https://www.rainshinefoundation.org.au/
mailto:marciabarkless%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.basenji.org
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why we want them to do 
something as silly as a figure 
8 heel pattern. “We’ve been 
here already, Mom,” you 
can hear them say. “Let’s go 
over and play somewhere 
that has smells!”

Heeling well is like danc-
ing. If you know the steps 
and practice a lot, it seems 
e�ortless! By practicing each 
part of the exercise, it flows 

together to make a smooth 
routine. 

How do you break it 
down? Start at the begin-
ning. Be sure your dog 
knows and responds to the 
cue words: “Ready” and 
“Watch me” (later short-
ened to “Watch”). Until 
those words are learned, the 
dog is not ready to learn 
how to heel. 

These two commands 
are very useful for young 
puppies. They may have 
the attention span of a gnat, 
but they are listening all the 
time. By using “Watch me” 
as a lead-in to cookies or 
treats, you can be assured of 
instant attention when those 
words are even whispered. 
“Ready” is taught as the cue 
leading into any exercise. 

One of the best ways in the 
world to teach the “watch 
me” command is to use it 
while you are making their 
dinner. At least in my house, 
dinnertime is the one time I 
have my hounds’ undivided 
attention! I use the “watch 
me” command while they 
are looking at me ... and 
then give them a nugget of 
food as a reward, followed 
by the “ready” just before I 
put the bowls down.

Heeling can start with 
controlled, straight-line 
walking (no sits or turns) 
until your hound is with 
you for at least 40 feet, 
head up and attentive. If he 
decides to wander or loses 
attention, change directions 
abruptly and allow the leash 

Bloodhound
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organ is so sensitive that a 
pit viper can detect a di�er-
ence of as little as 1/1000 of 
a degree C, helping the viper 
to accurately find its prey 
even in the dark. Vampire 
bats are the rare mammal 
also having this ability. 

The European scientists 
wondered if the dog’s nose 
could sense di�ering tem-
peratures. The Swedish 
scientists trained three pet 
dogs of di�erent breeds 
and sizes (20, 40, and 88 

pounds) to push a warm 
panel for a treat. The room 
was kept at 22.5 degrees C 
(72.5 F), and the “warm” 
door was 11–13 degrees C 
(92–96 F) higher than the 
room temperature. 

The radiating heat used 
in the experiments was too 
weak to be felt by human 
hands, even at very short 
distances. The researchers 
had to touch the surfaces 
themselves to feel the 
warmth. A quiet fan con-
sistently blew from the dog 
toward the panels to prevent 
any scent of the enclosed 
treats from drifting back to 
the dog. 

After the dogs learned 
this “trick” of choosing a 

warm door for a treat, the 
researchers then ran dou-
ble-blind tests in which 
neither the handlers nor 
the dogs knew which panel 
was “warm.” The dogs had 
to identify the panel from 
a distance of at least 1.6 
meters (5¼ feet) to get the 
treat. With a very high accu-
racy rate, the dogs found the 
treat. 

The best sni�er was 
Kevin, who was correct 80% 
of the time; the least accom-
plished was right only 68% 
of the time. (You can read 
the details of the experiment 
in A. Balint et al., “Dogs 
Can Sense Weak Thermal 
Radiation,” Scientific 
Reports. Nature Research 

Dachshund noses—Dogs have been found to sense faint radiant heat 
with their noses at a distance. In the thermal image, the “hotter” the 
color, the warmer the surface temperature, so the dogs’ cold, wet 
noses are almost black in contrast to their bodies. The eyes, mouth, 
and inside of the ear are far warmer than the rest of the animal.

http://www.ForActiveDogs.com
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Vol. 10, Feb. 2020. The arti-
cle is Open Access so can be 
seen without a paywall.)

Then their Hungarian 
colleagues used 13 pet dogs 
(five Goldens, four Border 
Collies, one Australian 
Shepherd, one Chinese 
Crested, and two mixed-
breeds; five females, eight 
males) who were previously 
trained to lie still in an fMRI 
unit and showed them either 
a warm box or a neutral 
(room temperature) box. 
The fMRI images were then 
checked to see which part of 
the dog’s brain showed any 
activity when the dog looked 
at a box. 

The neutral box elicited 
no response, but the warm 
box activated a discrete area 
on the left side of the brain 
in region where many kinds 
of sensory information are 
processed. This is where 
specific, targeted moves are 
planned—like grabbing a 
rat. The dogs were merely 
shown the boxes; they did 
not touch them.

Thus it is clear that dogs 
can sense weak thermal 
radiation with their nose. 

In addition to their keen 
hearing and superior sense 
of smell, our Dachsies have 
a sixth sense—they can 
sense faint radiant heat with 
their noses at a distance.

Perhaps we can change 
the phrase “cold nose, warm 
heart” to “cold nose, smart 
nose.”—Trudy Kawami,

salixbrooklyn@aol.com
Dachshund Club of 

America

Greyhounds
ENGLISH AND FCI VS 
AMERICAN GREYHOUND 
STANDARDS

This comparison started 
last time with a look at 

the “General appearance” 
as seen in the English and 
FCI standards, the head and 
neck, and the description of 
the body. You might remem-
ber, the point of this article 
is to help you read between 
the lines of our American 
standard, which was written 
for people back in the day 
who had a strong under-
standing of horses and the 
accompanying dogs. The 
emphasis was function and 

doing the job they were bred 
to do. 

Let’s go to the forequarter 
comparison, with all three 
standards in agreement 
that the “legs turn neither 
in nor out.” The English 
and FCI go on to include 
the elbows and toes in their 
statement. The English and 
FCI call for oblique shoul-
ders that are well set back 
and not “loaded,” while the 
American standard is silent 
on that issue. Pasterns are 
addressed as “strong” by the 
American standard, and the 
English and FCI standards 
defines them as of moderate 
length and slightly sprung. 
Remember, the reason for 
that is the galloping power 
needed for the job requires 
flexibility; here we would 
say “slightly let down” to 
describe this flexion ability 
of the pastern. The FCI and 
English also go on to say 
that the bone should be of 
good substance. 

In the rear, where the 
drive and powerhouse of 
the double-suspension gait 
originate, the FCI has the 
longest description. The 

mailto:salixbrooklyn%40aol.com?subject=
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around a foot deep. They 
would be wrong.

Our nation’s urban popu-
lation growth has changed 
significantly over the past 
60 years. We all live in an 
evolving landscape, but 
more than ever, metropol-
itan areas fuel virtually all 
of America’s population 
growth. Private breeders 
who employ questionnaires 
to filter puppy requests 
realize that finding an ideal 
Wolfhound companion 
home is much more chal-
lenging. Today, one in three 
Americans lives within the 
metro areas of 10 cities. 

So, what does this have 
to do with howling? Today, 
from all the inquiries I 
receive, the average future 
Wolfhound owner possesses 
an average of only half an 
acre and is located within a 
housing subdivision. Despite 
my attempts to educate 
these potential owners that 
such a small area is insu�-
cient for a giant, galloping 
sighthound, these buyers 
go elsewhere to obtain a 
Wolfhound. 

However, living in an 

urban area with an Irish 
Wolfhound can also pres-
ent other challenges that 
are essential to consider 
before a novice brings one 
into their home. Neighbors 
are usually very close and 
well within earshot, and it 
is unlikely that these sur-
rounding, otherwise friendly 
neighbors will always find 
a Wolfhound’s howling 
charming, particularly in 
the middle of the night. But 
wait, we also have novice 
owners looking to obtain 
a second Wolfhound as 
a playmate for their first 
Wolfhound! So, now, folks, 
we will have a choir with a 
cacophony that can raise the 
dead.

Let’s chat about digging. 
Consider the size di�erence 
between an average dog 
and an Irish Wolfhound. 
Based on size alone, an 
Irish Wolfhound can dig an 
immense hole and, without 
exaggeration, so deep it can 
fit its entire body length into 
it with just their tail sticking 
out. And they can achieve 
this in a short amount of 
time. As I said, they can put 

a backhoe to shame. Still, 
when you describe this to a 
novice, they laugh and tell 
you their dog also digs. Oh, 
yes, as if they know what a 
Wolfhound hole looks like! 
I have a hole nearly the size 
of a small cave that does not 
simply go straight down, 
but down and then turn-
ing sideways into the earth! 
IWs will dig around massive 
bushes and eventually tear 
them out. Worse, if you have 
a buried septic tank in that 
fenced area, they often try to 
unearth it.

I always wonder what the 
subsequent conversations 
are like in a novice home 
when the IW gets older and 
begins to howl or begins 
the digging fetish. Does 
the excitement of owning 
a Wolfhound that inher-
ently howls and/or loves to 
excavate grow thin with the 
neighbors and/or the hus-
band who regularly fills in 
the craters or has to replace 
bushes? What are those con-
versations or arguments like 
behind closed doors? 

Do these quirks impact 
the bond between the own-



mailto:lisa%40lisadubeforman.com?subject=
https://www.iwclubofamerica.org
https://www.iwclubofamerica.org




mailto:lisa.peterson%40barngirlmedia.com?subject=
mailto:lisa.peterson%40barngirlmedia.com?subject=
http://www.neaa.net
http://www.neaa.net




mailto:eibhlinglennon%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://otterhound.org
https://otterhound.org


BREED COLUMNS

FEBRUARY 2025AKC GAZETTE 64

CO
U

R
TE

SY
 P

AU
L 

U
RB

AN
 /

 C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 O
W

N
ER

S

grandfathered in, seven 
RHX titles, three RHX2 
titles, and two RHX3 titles 
were certified by PBGVCA.

To obtain a RHX title, 
a hound must first obtain 
titles of PCMH and 
PCMHX, which requires 
19 qualifying scores. Then 
another 10 qualifying hunt 
test scores are needed to 
obtain the title of RHX. An 
additional 10 qualifying 

scores are required for each 
higher-level title—RHX2, 
RHX3, RHX4, RHX5, 
and so on. So a minimum 
number of qualifying scores 
would be 119 for RHX10.

As of 9/1/2024, only two 
hounds have been able to 
reach the RHX10 milestone 
in our hunt tests—one in 
2021, and one in 2024.

OK, so how do we get 
a hound to the title of 

RHX10? You need to start 
as early as possible with 
the process, some say even 

Top: Chart showing RHX titles earned by year. Above: Participants at an 
event in Concord. Right (from top): Cooper hunting; Red in full pursuit; a 
puppy checks out a caged rabbit; hunting in wet conditions.
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to the selection of a puppy 
from parents that are known 
good hunters—although this 
is not an absolute require-
ment, as the hunting instinct 
is strong in the breed.

More important is the 
introduction of the hound 
to rabbits. A caged domes-
tic rabbit is good but a wild 
rabbit is the best. Taking a 
hound to an open area on a 
long lead where wild rabbits 
are known to be present is 
probably the easiest for most 
handlers to introduce their 
hound to rabbits. Allowing 
the hound to see and chase 
rabbits on a long lead will 
be very helpful to stimulate 
their hunting instinct.

A local Beagle club mem-
ber with a private rabbit 
pen may be persuaded to 
allow you to use their pen to 
introduce the hound to rab-
bits. The biggest advantage 
with a private pen is that the 
hound can be let o� lead, if 
OK with the pen’s owner.

Next, a reliable recall 
and a “down” command 
is important during actual 
hunt tests—the reason being 
that at the end of a hunt test 

a hound must be leashed up 
(picked up) within 10 min-
utes, so that the next hunt 
test run can start. Failure to 
pick up the hound within 
10 minutes will result in 
the hound not qualifying 
(NQ)—a heartbreaker after 
a great run and potential 
high score.

Once a hound has passed 
the Hunting Instinct Test, 
an e�ort should be made to 
enter the hound in a pack 
with experienced hounds. 
This can be done at our 
hunt tests by entering the 
hound in a prearranged 
pack. At hunt test events, ask 
other handlers if it would be 
possible to join in with their 
pack in the future hunt test 
events.

How many hunt test 
events must a hound enter 
to obtain the RHX10 title? 
Well, this will really depend 
on several things as the 
hound is tested: 

1. The number of hunt test 
events entered each year.
(Note: a hunt event is a two-
day event with one test per 
day, so, there are two pos-
sible qualifying scores per 

hunt test event.)
 Currently there are 10 

hunt test events being held 
each year, typically two are 
held on the same date in 
Texas and North Carolina. 
So, that makes attend-
ing nine hunt test events 
per year possible. We will 
assume that attending six 
per year is obtainable for a 
dedicated handler. 

2. Will the hound be able 
to qualify on each test, with 
high enough scores to earn 
all the titles required as 
prerequisites for the RHX 
titles? 

We will assume that the 
hound is perfect and always 
qualifies with the required 
scores. The minimum hunt 
tests required to obtain the 
prerequisites will be 19 tests 
(10 events, two tests/event), 
plus another 100 tests (50 
events, two tests/event) 
qualifying scores for the 
RHX10 title.

3. So, it will take our perfect 
hound 10 years, qualifying 
(Q) 119 times with high 
enough scores in 60 hunt test 
events to obtain the RHX10 
title. A not-so-perfect qual-
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ifying hound (90%, 75%, 
or 50%) will require more 
hunts per year to obtain a 
RHX10 title. 

Obstacles to obtaining the 
RHX10 title:

1. Finding the time to 
enter hunt test events each 
year.

2. The hound being able to 
qualify consistently.

3. The hound aging out.
(At best, we can expect our 
PBGV to be able to hunt for 
13 years.)

4. Hound health (sickness, 
female in season, injury, and 
so on).

5. Hunting conditions: 
rabbit population, field con-
ditions (wet, dry, windy, 
heavy cover).

It becomes obvious that 
obtaining a title of RHX at 
the higher levels is not an 
easy task. Since the RHX 
titles became possible in 
2014, there have only been 
two hounds who accom-
plished obtaining RHX10 
titles (see chart on p. 64 for 
other RHX numbers). 

In conclusion: To obtain 
a RHX10 title, start early; 
train hard; enter as many 

hunt events as possible; if 
necessary, pick and choose 
events (some event locations 
consistently have better rab-
bit populations); pack up 
with experienced hounds; 
have a high qualifying rate; 
and hope your hound stays 
in good health and does not 
age out before the RHX10 
title is earned. 

We should recognize the 
two PBGVs who have been 
able to achieve RHX10 
titles. The first hound to 
reach this milestone was Ch. 
PACH2 Pacar’s Baron Von 
Richthofen, RE, NA, NAJ, 
MXP9, MXPG, MJP13, 
MJPB2, PAX2, T2BP, 
PCMH (Red), in January 
2021, owned by Paul and 
Carole Urban and handled 
by Paul Urban, when he was 
12 years old.

The second hound to 
reach this milestone was 
Ch. Douglan’s Creme 
Caramel at Joeley, BN, 
RN, NJP, PCMH, CGC 
(Cooper), owned and han-
dled by Vickie Willmann, 
in February 2024, when he 
was 12 years old. Cooper 
has also reached the next 

milestone of RHX11 in 
April 2024 and is still going 
strong. Wow!—Paul Urban

Thank you, Paul.
—Susan Smyth, PBGVCA 

Column Chair,
Oldyork2002@aol.com
Petit Basset Gri�on 

Vendéen Club of America

Salukis
WHAT DOG CLUBS USED  
TO DO …

From the Saluki Club of 
Greater San Francisco 

and San Angeles Saluki 
Club newsletters, here’s a 
sampling of club life some 
five decades before the inter-
net, smartphones, or home 
computers …

Meetings were held at 
someone’s home in the 
SF Bay Area every other 
month (and telegrams 
were sometimes needed to 
notify members). Notices 
emphasized fun—“superb 
partying”—but with busi-
ness getting done. 

After shows, “dinner and 
drinks” happened frequently 
at restaurants. For one eve-
ning meeting at a country 

mailto:Oldyork2002%40aol.com?subject=
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members brought flash-
lights for the dark walk back 
to the cars. Open houses 
during the Christmas season 
were much anticipated, and 

once at a member’s house, 
two hungry Salukis wiggled 
through a camper- 
shell window to get the 
brought-along, cooked  
turkey—leaving mostly 

bones to be served on the 
platter (with fortunately 
still just enough meat for 
guests).

Meetings often had guest 
lecturers (sometimes that 
day’s judge), and topics 
included the breed standard, 
hip dysplasia, anesthesia in 
sighthounds, the newly-born 
sport of lure coursing 
(see “That Whizzing 
Contraption,” AKC Family 
Dog Sept./Oct. 2024), first 
aid, and the innovative 
method of mending broken 
bones with steel plates (in 
1973, only three vets in Los 
Angeles were doing this). 

Slides and 16mm movies 
were often shown, and at 
one annual dinner, a “pro-
fessional animal analyst” 
used telepathy to read the 
thoughts of members’ dogs. 

Left (top): The American Saluki  
Association’s “Arabian Dinner,” 
hosted by Saluki fancier and art 
patron Cynthia Woods, 1968; 
below, San Angeles Saluki Club’s  
restaurant dinner/meeting,  
with demonstration by a 
“thought-reading” animal  
analyst, 1970.
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Airedales
CELEBRATING 125 YEARS!

This year our breed’s 
national club, the 

Airedale Terrier Club of 
America, celebrates its 
125th anniversary. This 
quasquicentennial jubilee is 
a testament to the enduring 
legacy and remarkable ver-
satility of the Airedale. In 
addition to commemorating 
a rich history, this milestone 
highlights the unique qual-
ities that make the Airedale 
a beloved companion, 
working dog, and family 
member. Over the years, the 
Airedale has demonstrated 
an impressive adaptability 
that marries many traits, 
making it an ideal generalist 
dog that excels in a variety 
of roles.

The “King of Terriers,” the 
Airedale Terrier has roots 
firmly planted in the Aire 
Valley of Yorkshire, England. 
This breed emerged in the 
19th century, when it was 
intentionally bred to serve 
as an all-purpose utility dog. 
The original purpose of 
the Airedale was to assist in 
hunting otters and vermin. 

However, its utility quickly 
expanded to include roles 
such as retrieving waterfowl, 
herding livestock, guarding 
homes and property, and 
serving as a family compan-
ion. This versatility meant 
that a typical family could 
own just one dog that ful-
filled many roles, rather than 
requiring many specialized 
breeds.

This breed’s history is 
rich in purpose and adapt-
ability. Early Airedales were 
utilized by farmers and 
tradesmen who needed a 
reliable all-around dog to 
assist with various tasks. 
The breed’s physical prow-
ess and keen intelligence 
allowed Airedales to excel 
in hunting and herding, 
while their protective nature 
made them excellent watch-
dogs. What’s more, their 
amiable disposition and 
loyalty have allowed them 
to form strong bonds with 
their human companions, 
making them cherished 
family pets.

To understand the distinc-
tive traits of the Airedale, 
one must appreciate the 

breed’s physical charac-
teristics. Airedales are the 
largest of all terrier breeds, 
often weighing between 45 
to 65 pounds, with a rugged, 
built-to-last exterior and a 
distinctive wiry coat. This 
sturdy structure allows 
them to engage in rigorous 
activities—whether navigating 
rugged terrain on a hunt or 
frolicking in the backyard 
with children. Their keen 
sense of smell and excellent 
endurance further con-
tribute to their ability to 
perform various functions, 
from hunting to agility.

Over the years, the 
Airedale’s reputation has 
evolved beyond mere 
functionality. They have 
been recognized for their 
intelligence, trainability, 
and keen ability to learn 
commands and tasks e�-
ciently. Airedales have also 
earned their stripes in var-
ious sectors, including law 
enforcement and service 
roles, where their bravery 
and loyalty shine. This con-
tinual evolution underlines 
the breed’s ability to adapt 
to the changing needs of 
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how they picked their breed-
ing stock, and continue the 
conversation.

So—back to our title. What 
is a mentor breeder? One 
definition is someone who 
has been breeding quality 
dogs and is willing to share 
their knowledge with others. 
Their animals are healthy, 
bred for their original 
purpose, follow the specifica-
tions of the breed standard, 
and carry these qualities for 
many generations. 

As you do research you 
will discover longtime 
respected breeders who 
have great suggestions on 
their journey through breed-
ing better dogs. You will find 
they have made mistakes, 
had unusual outcomes, and 
had luck—both good and 
bad. They’ve researched 
pedigrees for generations 
and asked many of their 
peers about breeding better 
dogs. They have been con-
tinual learners/students of 
breeding better dogs. It’s an 
ongoing process.

So, learn, learn, learn! 
Keep asking questions. But 
don’t hesitate to breed. It is 

a continual process. Those 
breeders who have only a 
few years and those with 
decades of experience can 
help you along.

You need to start with a 
vision of your breed, two 
good dogs, and guidance 
from those you trust and 
have learned from—then 
breed. Once you have a lit-
ter, you are a breeder! If you 
enjoy it. and you feel that you 
have slightly improved the 
breed in that litter, then keep 
going. If you didn’t come up 
with what you were hoping 
for, assess and try again. 

You won’t be a mentor 
breeder in the beginning, 
but you will start having 
knowledge that can improve 
your breed for the future. 
You may end up being a 
mentor breeder for gener-
ations of breeders to come. 
—K.D. and C.H. 

Thank you, Karen and 
Caren.

—Dr. Grace Massey, 4343 
Mallard Dr., Gloucester, VA 
23061 firewalkeraussies@
gmail.com

Australian Terrier Club of 
America

Bedlington Terriers
COLOR SENSE

In a previous column,  
I referred to our 

Bedlingtons as living art 
forms, because of the color 
changes they experience 
throughout their lifetimes. 
It is one of the things that 
makes our breed so fasci-
nating and fun to live with. 
Puppies are born solid black 
and solid dark brown, with 
bi-colors’ points lighter 
brown. The genetics are as 
complex as the dogs are 
interesting.

A breed standard can-
not possibly address all the 
color nuances we observe in 
our dogs. All the factors we 
observe that influence our 
dogs’ color are climate, sun 
exposure, age, diet, health, 
hormonal changes, and sea-
sonal transitions. 

As noted, puppies start 
life in solid dark color. 
They begin to show signs 
of change at 4 to 5 weeks. 
By 6 months, the topknot is 
very light but the body color 
is darker, with a mixture of 
color. Young adults can be 
very light but darken up as 

mailto:firewalkeraussies%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:firewalkeraussies%40gmail.com?subject=
https://australianterrier.org
https://australianterrier.org
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they age. Bitches typically 
darken when they approach 
proestrus and stay dark well 
into their estrous cycle. 

It would not be practical 
to discuss all of these influ-

ences on color in a breed 
standard. Here is what 
we have to guide us in the 
approved breed standard:

“The topknots of all adults 
should be lighter than the 

body color. Patches of darker 
hair from an injury are not 
objectionable, as these are 
only temporary. Darker body 
pigmentation of all colors is 
to be encouraged.”

From top: Blue dam with new-
born blue puppies; two photos of 
a 3-month-old liver puppy; blue 
and liver Bedlingtons; Carillon 
Love Walked Right In to Ronbajan 
(center), showing that Mother 
Nature doesn’t color our dogs 
uniformly; and Ch. Carillon Seren-
dipity Bluenote, again illustrating 
Mother Nature’s color sense.
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Much discussion is 
devoted to the directive that 
darker body pigmentation 
is to be encouraged. Does it 
mean hair and/or skin? Does 
it mean that a dog that isn’t 
dark should be penalized? 
Should young adults who 
are very light be withheld 
from exhibition until their 
coats mature? I am not the 
first columnist and probably 
not the last to ponder these 
issues. I will paraphrase 
Anna Neary’s gazette col-
umn from the October 1960 
edition: 

We in the U.S. overdo 
coat, and this column has 
drawn attention to it time 
and time again, the last being 
in April. Do let us show our 
Bedlingtons as the stream-
lined beauties that they are. I 
am intrigued with the refer-
ences now going on regarding 
soft coat and almost light 
color of some specimens over 
here. Yet, there is something 
that bothers me. How come 
if we have lost pigmenta-
tion that our blues are still 
born black. Another strange 
phenomenon is having one 
excessively dark puppy and 

in the same litter, one exces-
sively silver. Will the experts 
please explain!

We are still overdoing 
coat some 65 years later 
and lamenting less than 
ideal coats. A stroll through 
the grooming area with 
dogs being prepared for 
a specialty reveals the use 
of many substances, some 
clearly unethical, and cer-
tainly irritating to both 
humans and canines. A 
little white chalk in the legs 
and head that is blown out 
doesn’t cross the line but 
certainly could be irritat-
ing to the neighbors in the 
grooming area. Artfully 
colored and enhanced dogs 
put the honest exhibitors 
at a distinct disadvantage. 
Bedlingtons that have natural 
color and pigmentation are 
not often uniform and even, 
as Mother Nature doesn’t 
have that artistic skill. 

When an exhibitor applies 
color with black or gray 
chalk or human hair dye, 
the rules of the American 
Kennel Club are clearly 
violated. A shortened ver-
sion of Chapter 11, Section 

8, defines the violations as 
follows: “dogs with changed 
natural color or markings 
cannot compete or win 
awards. Judges must with-
hold awards and report any 
violations; both handlers 
and judges could face disci-
plinary action.” 

It is my opinion that 
enforcement of this rule 
can be equivocal, legally 
risky, and certainly would 
require a complete change 
in the culture of exhibition. 
I would like to see a refine-
ment of this rule to make it 
enforceable and make our 
sport more ethical. 

Our Bedlington breeders 
and exhibitors certainly 
need more guidance 
regarding color and pig-
mentation and should strive 
for ethical presentation. The 
objective of exhibition at 
conformation events is to 
display our breeding stock, 
not our skill at grooming 
and concealing faults.

—Lucy Heyman, Spring, 
Texas, lucy@carilloncares.
com

Bedlington Terrier Club of 
America

mailto:lucy%40carilloncares.com?subject=
mailto:lucy%40carilloncares.com?subject=
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https://www.bedlingtonamerica.com
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Border Terriers
TO THANK A JUDGE

Have you ever won-
dered about proper 

etiquette when your dog gets 
a win? Is a verbal “Thank 
you” su�cient when you 
are handed a ribbon or a 
trophy? Should you write 
a note, send a photo, or 
give a shout-out on social 
media? And how much is 
too much? 

The versatility of Borders 
makes them frequent “win-
ners,” be it in the ring, field, 
or performance venue. In 
the interest of good sports-
manship, this may leave 
you wondering, what is the 
proper protocol to convey 
my appreciation for this 
award? Too much gush-
ing could be construed as 
brown-nosing or bragging, 
while too little might seem 
arrogant or unappreciative. 

A great reference for 
competitors is AKC’s Rules, 
Policies and Guidelines for 
Conformation Dog Show 
Judges. This document 
prohibits judges from 
accepting “any payments or 
presents for past or future 

placements.” AKC also 
advises judges to prevent 
“tagging” on social media 
or allowing exhibitors to 
post to their personal social 
media accounts. A handful 
of AKC judges have gra-
ciously shared the following 

insights on this topic. 
The competitor must use 

judgment to avoid impro-
priety. Twenty or 30 years 
ago, before communica-
tion was made swift by the 
internet, exhibitors might 
send a handwritten note to 

Border Terrier
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should know better that 
ginger Wires should not be 
recognized because that 
color isn’t mentioned in the 
standard. True, ginger isn’t 
mentioned in the standard; 
however, comments like this 
make me wonder if these 
individuals have ever read 
the standard. Black and 
brown aren’t mentioned 
in the standard either—so 
should we also exclude 
Wires with these colors? 

The only “color” that a 
Wire must have is white, 
which should (not must) 
predominate; and, yes, an 
all-white Wire is perfectly 
acceptable. Red, liver, and 
slaty blue are mentioned as 
objectionable. Brindle, as 
defined by AFTC as striped 
(e.g., like Great Danes, 
Boxers, and so on), is objec-
tionable too; however, there 
is no disqualification for 
color/markings. Basically, 
Wires may be White or 
Colored. If colored, they 
are ginger-colored (ginger 
and white) or tri-colored 
(brown [tan], black, and 
white). There is no in-be-
tween mixture possible. The 

ginger color is exactly that: 
ginger, not the same brown 
as the brown of a tri-col-
ored Wire. The color ginger 
is not red, brown, or tan; I 
would describe it as an orange 
brown.

The “ginger” Wire Fox 
Terrier is the result of what 
is referred to genetically as 
“epistasis.” Epistasis is not 
the same thing as domi-
nance. Epistasis is defined 
as a phenomenon in genet-
ics in which the e�ect of a 
gene mutation is dependent 
on the presence or absence 
of mutations in one or 
more other genes (modi-
fier genes). With epistasis, a 
mutation in one gene masks 
the expression of a di�erent 
gene. With dominance, one 
allele of a gene masks the 
expression of (i.e., domi-
nates over) another allele of 
the same gene. 

To get a ginger pup in a 
Wire litter, at least one par-
ent must be ginger. Ginger 
Wires produce ginger 
and tri-colored pups. Two 
tri-colored Wires can only 
produce tri-colored pups, 
even if both parents of each 

were gingers.
When born, a ginger 

Wire pup already has a 
ginger-colored head. Upon 
close inspection, it may also 
have black guard hairs that 
fall out with the puppy coat. 
Tri-colored pups at birth 
have black heads with per-
haps a little brown on their 
cheeks and eyebrows. Their 
heads change to brown 
when they lose their puppy 
coat. Of course, both gin-
gers and tris may also have 
white on their heads. 

So, one can tell at birth 
whether a pup is a tri or a 
ginger, unless the pup is all 
white and has at least one 
ginger parent (see below). 

Ideally, an adult tri-colored 
Wire has no brown within 
its black markings; however, 
usually a few brown hairs 
are present within the black, 
particularly at certain loca-
tions (e.g., top of back, in 
front of the tail). This does 
not constitute a brindle des-
ignation because it is not a 
striped pattern.

It has long been advised 
that the tails on ginger pups 
be docked slightly longer  
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than the tails of their tri- 
siblings because the tails 
of gingers do not grow as 
much after docking as the 
tails of tris grow. I’ve noticed 
that tail lengths vary within 
“lines” as well as within a 
litter. The goal is to have the 
tip of the adult’s tail slightly 
shorter than the height of 
the top of the head—that’s 
balance. Also, a short tail is 
not conducive to work.

White (not really a color) 
has the ability to mask or 
dominate the brown, black, 
and ginger colors, confound-
ing color manifestations. 
With this in mind, what color 
(ginger or tri) is a totally 
white Wire pup born in a lit-
ter from a ginger parent and 
a tri parent (or from two gin-
ger parents)? One would not 
know the answer until the 
pup is bred. If gingers result 
from breeding it to a tri, one 
would know the white Wire 
is really a ginger. Conversely, 
if no gingers result from its 
breeding to a tri, one would 
know the white wire is a tri. 
A white Wire resulting from 
tri-colored parents can only 
be a tri and produce only tris 

unless it’s bred to a ginger.
Years ago, I collected data 

on ginger litters (163 pups), 
this data generously contrib-
uted by the vast majority of 
the Wire breeders whom I 
contacted. The data consist 
of 42 litters (tri/ginger and 
ginger/tri breedings)—29 
of them a ginger sire and 
a tri dam, the other 13 the 
reverse. This alone reveals 
that twice as many Wire 
breeders breed tri bitches to 
ginger males as those who 
breed ginger bitches to tri 
males. Also, it suggests that 
more breeders are getting 
into gingers; that is, they 
are breeding one of their tri 
bitches to a ginger stud. 

In the 29 litters of gin-
ger-sired breedings, 114 
pups were produced, exactly 
57 of them tris and 57 gin-
gers. Amazing! Fifty-two 
males and 62 females were 
produced. Obviously, one 
can conclude that when a 
ginger stud is bred to a tri 
bitch, half the pups will be 
of each color.

In the 13 litters of tri-sired 
breedings, 49 pups were 
produced, 22 of them tris 

and 27 gingers. Twenty-
three males and 26 bitches 
resulted.

The mode of inheritance 
of the ginger color in Wires 
is epistatic, with a 9 gin-
ger–7 tri expected ratio. 
This statement is supported 
by analysis of the collected 
data: 84 ginger and 79 
tri pups in the 42 litters. 
Epistasis may be expressed 
as a 15:1, 12:2:1, 13:3, or 
9:7 ratio. The only epistasis 
ratio that fits the data is the 
9 ginger–7 tri ratio. 

This ratio (9 ginger and 
7 tri) was tested using a 
Chi-square goodness of fit 
test. The test statistic Chi-
square (calculated from the 
data) was 1.479. The table 
Chi-square at 0.05 proba-
bility level was 3.841. The 
calculated value (1.479) 
is less than the table value 
(3.841); therefore, the null 
hypothesis that the ratio is 
9 ginger:7 tri is not rejected 
(i.e., the data failed to indi-
cate that the ratio is not a 9 
ginger and 7 tri ratio). The 
Chi-square test statistic for 
9 tri and 7 ginger was 4.021; 
therefore, the null hypothe-
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Breed standards are the 
foundation of every dog 
show, and the breeder’s 
most important reference. 
Without breed standards 
there can be no judging, 
no winners, and no Best 
of Breed or Best in Show. 
The standard can be 
revised—though never more 
frequently than every five 
years—and revising a stan-
dard should never be taken 
lightly. Even small changes 
can have a huge impact 
over decades of breeding. 

Preserving breed type in 
form and function while 
producing a healthy dog 
with sound movement and 
good temperament is the 
goal. 

In addition to the breed 
standard, most if not all 
clubs encourage adher-
ence to a Code of Ethics 
(COE). The Glen of Imaal 
Terrier Club of America’s 
(GITCA) code covers four 
areas: General Conduct, 
Breeding, Care and Transfer 
of Puppies, and Exhibiting. 

Members of the club must 
agree to follow the code as a 
condition of membership. A 
copy of the GITCA Code of 
Ethics is to be given to every 
puppy buyer. 

A very important part of 
the COE is listing of the 
health testing required for 
both sires and dams before 
breeding. While the breed 
standard is rarely changed, 
the health testing require-
ments are responsive to 
health issues within the 
breed.

In recent years the crd3 
genetic test (marker for pre-
mature retinal atrophy) was 
made available to us, and 
what a wonderful discovery  
that was. Before it was avail-
able, we held our breath 
every time we took our 
Glens for eye exams, pray-
ing that the ophthalmologist 
would not see blindness in 
their futures. 

In recent years concerns 
have been raised over an 
orthopedic diagnosis called 
premature closure of the 
distal ulna, or PCDU. This 
condition can cause severe 
bowing of one or both front 

Glen of Imaal 
Terriers
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ular to visiting Mom at the 
nursing home, a longtime 
handler-breeder. Everyone 
anticipated the visits. The 
whole energy of the room 
changed—it brought a joy 
and welcome engagement to 
the day. The keen connec-
tion was the canine-human 
bond.

As a professional pet- 
assisted-therapy team, you 
(the facilitator) and your 
trained dog become a  
credentialed team. Our  
credentialing was mastered  

at a yearlong course through 
Providence College in 
Rhode Island, with class-
room lectures by longtime 
team members. They shared 
their experiences from var-
ious populations, including 
nursing home facilities, 
hospitals, prisons, schools/
colleges, libraries, airports, 
courtrooms, visiting adults 
with disabilities and children 
with autism, and so on. The 
class included a well-writ-
ten text of philosophies and 
case studies highlighting 

the proven impacts of the 
canine-human bond. Our 
weekly reports and final 
exam portfolio detailed 
our canine therapy plan, 
followed by an intensive 
internship with the dog 
being evaluated at a hospital.

The Irish temperament, 
alertness, and a�ection help 
the breed to excel in canine 
therapy. 

Their keen intelligence 
and natural curiosity are 
tested within the hospital. 
This includes approaching 
patients who use a walker as 
well as others in wheelchairs. 
Important confidence levels 
are tested in riding elevators, 
walking back stairwells, and 
hearing alarms or equip-
ment alerts. Obstacles in 
hallways such as cleaning 
equipment and food carts 
may tempt stopping to 
investigate, yet the Irish now 
focuses on the task at hand, 
which is visiting a patient’s 
bedside. They are precise 
as to where they step and 
are the perfect size to eas-
ily leap onto a bed, or are 
encouraged to sit in a chair 
next to the bed. Their keen 

With their keen intelligence, alertness, and affectionate nature, Irish 
Terriers excel in canine therapy settings.
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described as “Game to a 
fool-hardy degree, faith-
ful and devoted beyond 
reproach, he is the most 
alert of all Terriers. He has 
an instinctive air of watchful 
waiting and is quick to dis-
cern right from wrong.”

In 2017, I attended the 
October terrier shows in 
Pennsylvania with members 
of my Kerry Blue Terrier 
club who were showing their 
dogs. I will never forget the 
Hatboro show, in which 
Irish breeder Mr. Harold 
Quigg was the judge for the 
concurrent specialty that 
day. Quigg gave us “quite 
the show” of our Kerry Blue 
Terrier personalities and 
character! During the Best 
of Breed competition, he 
examined each dog, did the 
usual down-and-back and 
around-the-ring display  
of movement, and then 
brought out the dogs to the 
middle of the ring to spar. 
As the dogs saw each other, 
some would break from the 

Kerry Blue Terriers are easily  
encouraged to show off the 
breed’s lively character in the 
ring.
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tory of any health care 
they may need to prepare 
for more outdoor activity. 
Not all areas of the coun-
try continue heartworm 
medication and flea/tick 
prevention year-round. With 
the warmer weather, it will 
be time to get them back on 
preventative medications 
and ensuring all their vacci-
nations are current. 

There also may be a 
change to supplements or 
feeding regimes as their 
activity levels change. They 
will tell you they need all of 
the food and treats, all the 
time, every day. 

Additionally, spring can 
mean seasonal allergies 
for some dogs. While most 
Manchesters are not both-
ered by allergens, dogs in 
general can be impacted by 
the pollen and newly grow-
ing grass. Make sure you 
have their allergy medicine 
on hand and that you have 
any necessary shampoo 
available. More outdoor 
activity and travel means 
they too need to be pro-
tected. Your vet can assist 
you with the best options for 

your area of the country. 
While our Manchesters 

are not as aware of the sea-
sonal changes as we are, 
they do know that some-
thing is di�erent. We are 
more active bustling around 
the house preparing for the 
new season. The days are 
starting to get longer, and 
they have more opportuni-
ties to hang out outside. A 
Manchester will never turn 
down a snuggly blanket, but 
they may not stay under as 
long knowing there are sun-
beams to chase and a yard 
abloom to explore.

—Robin Gates,
robingates42@gmail.com
American Manchester 

Terrier Club

Norfolk Terriers
NTC EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS

As a breed, Norfolk 
Terriers are small in 

number, but our parent 
club has members from one 
coast to the other, and many 
in between. This means that 
we know, at least via Norfolk 
Notes and social media, 

people who live in many 
states and who experience 
the vagaries of weather con-
ditions ranging from rain to 
forest fires, from tornados 
to hurricanes, from drought 
conditions to floods. At any 
time of year, a member may 
be a�ected by a personal sit-
uation—weather related or 
not—that at least temporarily 
a�ects their ability to care for 
themselves and their dogs.

But all is not gloom and 
doom! Thanks to the lead-
ership of Vice President Judi 
Hartell, we have established 
a NTC Disaster Relief 
Outreach program with 
a goal of reaching out to 
our membership within 48 
hours before a predictable 
weather event, or within 
48 hours after an unfore-
seen incident, to assist with 
emergency services such 
as temporary housing for 
member households and 
their animals, emergency 
evacuations, or food and 
other supplies.

Judi’s experience includes 
working with the AKC on 
emergency disaster relief 
for Hurricane Katrina, and 

mailto:robingates42%40gmail.com?subject=
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she brings her organiza-
tional abilities to a team 
that is responsible for main-
taining data on available 
resources throughout the 
United States. The country 
has been divided into five 
regions, and each has a divi-
sion leader who is supported 
by additional volunteers 
who have signed on to be 

part of a support team. 
Judy’s co-chairs will develop 
and manage databases of 
household information 
and resources within each 
region.

Any members who were 
not at the annual meeting in 
October, where information 
about the Disaster Relief 
program was distributed, 

can obtain details by con-
tacting Judi. Members will 
be able to submit informa-
tion about their households, 
including their contact 
information and details 
about their family situation 
(number of people, and 
number and type of pets) 
so that we will have it on 
file. You can also volunteer 
to help by providing your 
contact information and the 
type of support you may be 
able to provide.

Not to appropriate the 
motto of the Boy and Girl 
Scouts, but “Be prepared” is 
part of our lexicon, too!

—Sheila Foran,
Sforan2@cox.net
Norfolk Terrier Club 

Norwich Terriers
WHY BUY A PET PUPPY FROM 
A SHOW BREEDER?

As breeders we often get 
inquiries from people 

who want to add a purebred 
pet Norwich Terrier to their 
family and who specify that 
they want “just a pet, not 
a show dog.” Sometimes 
the person has the impres-

Norfolk Terrier

mailto:Sforan2%40cox.net?subject=
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product of intentional 
breeding for profit, it is 
always a dice-roll as to what 
the dam and sire contribute 
to the litter of pups. 

The oft-held position is 
that in mixing up the gene 
pool, the puppies will be less 
prone to the genetic weak-
nesses of a single breed and 
will therefore carry a stron-
ger constitution to ward o� 
illness and disease and thus 
live longer. But to start with, 
most of these dams and sires 
will have never been tested 
for any maladies, and their 
temperament is a complete 
unknown. 

Certainly, I have met many 
an adopted shelter dog that 
is just a sweet as can be, 
but the ones that aren’t or 
are sickly simply don’t get 
adopted and face an uncer-
tain future. This approach 
toward obtaining a dog is 
always a gamble.

Breeding for temperament 
and health should be at the 
forefront of any respectable  
breeder’s criteria. The 
Scottish Terrier should have 
that “fire within,” but should 
not be argumentative and 

overly aggressive. When I 
first started showing and 
breeding, a couple I often 
saw at shows had Scottish 
Terriers who were mania-
cal, and they admitted that 
they liked that “fire” in their 
dogs, but I didn’t feel com-
fortable in the ring with their 
dogs. 

The point all of us should 
keep in mind is that the dogs 
we produce will spend most 
of their lives as companions, 
hopefully within the family 
home as a family member. 
One of the greatest com-
pliments I can receive as a 
breeder is that my puppy 
buyers comment on what 
great personalities my dogs 
have, compared to their pre-
vious puppies found online 
or in the paper.

Same thing when breeding 
for health. With the recent 
life-changing gift that the 
Scottish Terrier Club of 
America Health Trust Fund 
(HTF) received in 2022, 
they can now work to iden-
tify and eradicate health 
issues that plague our breed 
and others through funded 
research and careful track-

ing and testing of our dogs. 
Then, through dedicated 
selective breeding we can 
eliminate life-threatening 
diseases, like we did with 
von Willebrand disease 
(vWD). Today, the HTF 
is moving close to similar 
approaches on other a�ic-
tions such as Scottie Cramp 
and liver diseases. It’s 
through such focused e�orts 
that we can guarantee that 
our breeds go forward with 
better health and longevity. 

Again, with my puppy 
buyers, I like them to see 
my spry 12-plus-year-olds 
bouncing with excitement as 
they greet visitors; this was a 
deciding factor with my last 
puppy buyer who lost their 
previous Scottie to cancer at 
8 years of age.

So, the answer to the 
question about crossbred 
vs purebred dogs: It is and 
will remain complicated. 
But with dedicated breeders 
who choose to put their dog 
breed’s best interests at the 
heart of what they are trying 
to achieve in their breeding 
program, we can promote 
the fact that a purebred dog 
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is more predictable in both 
health and temperament.  

It’s really di�cult to quash 
many of these myths, but as 
purebred Scottish Terrier 
enthusiasts, we need to 
make sure that both are at 
the forefront of our breed-
ing programs, so that we 
can truthfully answer that a 
purebred dog can live a long 
and healthy life.

—Richard C. Bumstead, 
glenclark6517@yahoo.com 
Scottish Terrier Club of 

America

Sealyham Terriers
NO SEALYHAM LEFT BEHIND

It takes a village. The 
Sealyhams Forever 

Foundation (SFF) was 
incorporated in 2005 as a 
501(c)3 charitable founda-
tion when several Sealyhams 
were about to be sold at a 
Midwest auction. Carl and 
Marianne Metzelthin were 
the initial fosters and at the 
helm of the foundation for 
many years. 

Abandonment often hap-
pens when owners can no 
longer responsibly care for 

their dogs, due to no fault 
of their own. Reasons can 
include hospitalization, a 
move into assisted living, 
or passing away with no 
will or arrangements made. 
SFF makes sure that no 
Sealyham is left behind, and 
ensures for each:

• medical attention if 
needed;

• socialization if they have 
been left alone too long; 

• help co-existing with 
other dogs; and

• reassurance that they are 
in their forever homes— 
forever!

Sealyham stories with happy 
endings

Teddy. Teddy was already 
10 or 11 years old when his 
human passed away. The 
owner’s brother contacted 
SFF—telling the group that 
if they couldn’t arrange to 
drop o� the dog in three 
days, he was going to the 
local shelter. 

Teddy arrived like a 
prince in a chariot. SFF 
transported him and his 
padded seat to Monterey, 
a vet, then to be fostered 

with Joan Taggart at Slyfox 
Sealyhams. According to 
Suzanne Hill, past president 
of SFF, Teddy “had such a 
big personality and would 
carry on long conversations 
with a lot to say, finding 
himself in a new and unfa-
miliar situation.” 

Teddy’s forever home, 
Anita Lennick, says: “The 
pluses are endless—helping 
a Sealyham in need—gives 
back ‘all the love their little 
heart can hold.’ Over the 
three years with Teddy, I 
hoped I had done his former 
human proud. I believe I 
did. Teddy’s great love for 
me was proof of that. He 
followed me everywhere.” 
(Teddy recently crossed the 
Rainbow Bridge.)

Gulliver. Gulliver became 
orphaned at 2 years old, 
with no future plan for him. 
Adored by his mom, who 
had passed away, he became 
a celebrity—known as The 
Mayor in his small home-
town of Connecticut. Her 
children, living in larger cit-
ies, could not accommodate 
Gulliver. 

Gulliver’s forever home, 

mailto:glenclark6517%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.stca.biz
https://www.stca.biz
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from the home, even when 
one of us remains. We have 
devoted considerable train-
ing time and attention for 
his adjustment. Our most 
joyful moment? Watching 
Gulliver’s love of digging a 
hole that is as deep as half of 
his body.” 

Regi. When the owner of 
Regi, AKA Danny, died, his 
kids didn’t want the dog. He 
ended up in a shelter—no 
place for a senior Sealyham. 
His prior situation had been 
a hard-luck life. He lived 
most of his life outdoors 
with two big backyard dogs. 
He was pulled from the 
shelter then ganged up on 
by Scotties in that home. It 
was “touch and go” as the 
SFF took care of his medical 
bills. While not in the best 
shape, he was passed on to a 
temporary foster home. 

SFF then reached out to 
another home. John and 
Jennifer Strawn drove from 
South Dakota to Colorado. 
When no one stepped up, 
the Strawns adopted Regi. 
“Regi was traumatized, 
but he adjusted well to our 
homelife after he healed.  

He loved car rides, riding 
‘shotgun’—his walks were 
short and slow, but enjoyed 
them immensely. He had a 
special chair that was only 
his—to watch out the win-
dow. Regi became family, 
always joining us for our 
pancake breakfasts.” 

When asked what kind of 
person loves and appreciates 
a Sealyham’s temperament, 
the Strawns reply, “Anyone 
with a sense of humor. 
They are a cement block 
with legs—a clown. Every 
Sealy we have fostered, 
and there have been a few, 
have all been a joy to have 
around. Very loving, want-
ing to please. Never a dull 
moment. They have all got-
ten along well with our other 
dogs, as long as introduced 
properly.”

Winston. Sealyham Winston 
could no longer be cared 
for, along with other terriers, 
after a woman’s husband 
died. Winston was an almost 
“foster fail” after Sandy 
Schneider and Robert coor-
dinated with SFF to pick him 
up in Austin. While in their 
care, his behavior was doc-

umented and vet visits were 
made (covered by SFF) to 
decide what would be his 
best future home. “Winston 
used his Sealy charm to 
move right in, which made 
it hard a month later when 
it was time to say goodbye.” 
Winston found the perfect 
forever home with a lov-
ing and patient Sealyham 
parent, Steve Nadler, a pro-
fessor at UC Davis, where 
he takes Winston to class 
with him to meet his  
students.

SFF gives their time and 
energy transporting,  
fostering, placing, and 
fund-raising to help 
Sealyhams. For further 
information, contact  
sealyham.org.

—Bev Thompson,
Thompscom@aol.com
American Sealyham 

Terrier Club

Skye Terriers
HIGH ROAD SKYES

Before entering the world 
of Skye Terriers, Erin 

Ott Shaw owned a Corgi 
and a Dachshund. In fact, 

http://sealyham.org
mailto:Thompscom%40aol.com?subject=
https://sealyham.org
https://sealyham.org




mailto:JudithATabler%40gmail.com?subject=
https://stca.us
https://stca.us


BREED COLUMNS

FEBRUARY 2025AKC GAZETTE 111

CO
U

R
TE

SY
 L

O
R

A 
W

ES
T

So� Coated Wheaten 
Terriers

Our guest author for this 
issue is Lora West. 

GETTING STARTED WITH BARN 
HUNT

Soft Coated Wheaten 
Terriers are lively, intelligent, 
friendly dogs, originally bred 
in Ireland to be versatile 
farm helpers and loyal com-
panions. These dogs played 
many roles: controlling ver-
min, alerting their families 
to intruders, and helping 
drive livestock. Today, how-
ever, most Wheaten Terriers, 
like my dog Coach, live in 
homes without barns or 
livestock and have limited 
opportunities to use those 
natural instincts. This is why 
I was delighted to discover 
Barn Hunt! 

Barn Hunt capitalizes on 
dogs’ incredible sense of 
smell and prey drive. The 
sport involves hiding rats 
in tubes within a straw bale 
structure. The dogs must 
locate the rats and alert their 
handler, who then signals the 
judge by calling out, “Rat!” 

Levels of di�culty 

increase as the dog pro-
gresses, with more rats to 
find, longer and darker  
tunnels, and more complex  
structures to navigate. 
Success in Barn Hunt earns 

titles recognized by the 
AKC, UKC, and CKC. 

One of the best things 
about Barn Hunt is its inclu-
sivity. Dogs of any breed or 
mix, even three-legged ones, 

Vermin-catching is one of the breed’s historical roles, and Soft Coated 
Wheatens naturally excel at Barn Hunt.
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can compete as long as they 
can fit through an 18-inch-
wide tunnel. Handlers of 
varying mobility levels are 
also welcome. Even the 
rats—who live as well-cared-
for family pets—seem to 
enjoy the game and interact-
ing with the dogs, hopping 
willingly into their tubes 
when it’s time to “play.” 

Getting started begins with 
a “meet the rat” session, 
where dogs are introduced 
to rats safely contained in 
their tubes. This teaches the 
dogs to identify the rats’ 
unique scent. To make things 
more challenging, decoy 
tubes—either empty or filled 
with used bedding—are 
added, requiring dogs to 
di�erentiate between tubes 
containing rats and those 
that don’t. Fun fact: Male 
rats have a stronger scent 
than females, so novice dogs 
are often started with the 
male rats. 

Barn Hunt is more than 
just a test of a dog’s scenting 
abilities—it’s also a lesson in 
teamwork. Dogs must alert 
when they find a rat. For 
example, Coach alerts by 

pawing at the tube. Other 
dogs may bark, lie down, or 
even simply glance at their 
handler. The key is for the 
handler to recognize their 
dog’s unique “tell” and 
communicate this to the 
judge. Watching the variety  
of styles among teams 
during a trial or group prac-
tice is fascinating. 

Each run is timed, and 
in addition to finding the 
rats, dogs must climb on 
the straw bales and navigate 
tunnels in the time allowed. 
Tunnels range from short 
and open to long, dark, and 
twisting. A climb, a tunnel, 
and a rat earn one qualifying 
run towards a Novice title. 

It sounds simple, and  
usually works in practice  
sessions, but the trial  
environment adds unique 
challenges. Handlers and 
dogs both must remain 
focused amid distractions 
like barking dogs, chatting 
participants, and the tanta-
lizing smells of lunch. 

Rules require handlers to 
avoid touching their dogs, 
the straw bales, or the tubes 
during a run—a surprisingly 

di�cult habit to break. Dogs 
“run naked,” so handlers 
must remember to remove 
and leave all collars, har-
nesses, and leashes at the 
start box. Forgetting this 
(as I’ve done!) can lead to 
disqualification, even after a 
great run. 

After a year and three tri-
als, Coach has yet to earn his 
Novice title. His a�ectionate 
Wheaten Terrier personality 
often gets the best of him—
he spends valuable time in 
the ring giving the judges 
and rat wranglers the full 
Wheaten Greetin’. On the 
other hand, he’s a tunneling 
master and could likely earn 
a title just for that skill alone! 

Despite the challenges, 
we’ve both had a blast 
learning the sport and 
participating in trials. The 
Barn Hunt community is 
incredibly supportive, and 
the camaraderie among par-
ticipants makes every event 
a party. 

One day, I’m confident 
the cheers will be for us 
when Coach earns his 
Novice title. Until then, 
we’ll keep practicing, 



http://www.barnhunt.com/index.html
http://www.barnhunt.com/index.html
http://www.scwtca.org
http://www.scwtca.org
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Mr. Neal Goodwin (45218) CT
(626) 327-2311
doggone1@mindspring.com
Bracci Italiani, Nederlandse Kooiker-
hondjes, Labrador Retrievers, Clumber 
Spaniels, English Springer Spaniels, 
Spinoni Italiani

Mrs. Lisa Graser (37267) TN
(608) 655-1993
bluhvns@msn.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Flat Coated 
Retrievers, Irish Red and White Setters, 
American Water Spaniels), Bulldogs, 
Chow Chows, Lhasa Apsos, Shiba Inu

Gigi Gri�th (109593) TN
(760) 908-8188
terranova57@gmail.com
Black Russian Terriers, Great Pyrenees, 
Portuguese Water Dogs, Tibetan Mas-
ti�s, Lancashire Heelers

Mr. Kim Gri�th (99175) TN
(760) 908-8171
kwmgri�th@yahoo.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Doberman 
Pinschers, Great Danes, Rottweilers, 
Australian Shepherds

Mrs. Junko Guichon (111435) VA
(540) 247-1121
junko@guichonchi.com
Pekingese

Dr. Alan Hargrave (112433) IN
(765) 730-3828
ahargrav@bsu.edu
American Hairless Terriers, Irish Terri-
ers, Kerry Blue Terriers, Parson Russell 

Terriers, Scottish Terriers, Welsh Terriers, 
West Highland White Terriers

Judy A. Harrington (16665) MA
(413) 267-5236
jahyeesss@comcast.net
Berger Picards, Finnish Lapphunds, 
German Shepherd Dogs, Shetland 
Sheepdogs, Swedish Vallhunds

Mr. Steve Hayden (6674) IL
(217) 725-3647
hybrk1@comcast.net
Akitas, Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, Chinooks

Ms. Dawn Hitchcock (100299) SC
(864) 238-2742
bubblezsc@hotmail.com
Bedlington Terriers, Bull Terriers, Cesky 
Terriers, Glen of Imaal Terriers, Irish 
Terriers, Kerry Blue Terriers, Miniature 
Bull Terriers, Sealyham Terriers

Mary Holkenbrink (93078) CA
(925) 352-3131
mholkenbrink@hotmail.com
Lagotti Romagnoli, German Shorthaired 
Pointers, German Wirehaired Pointers, 
Clumber Spaniels, Wirehaired Pointing 
Gri�ons

Ms. Cheri Hollenback (71029) ID
(509) 993-4504
cascadesamoyeds@aol.com
Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, Boerboels, 
Chinooks, Saint Bernards

Ms. Deborah A. Hubbard (102869) RI
(401) 284-6303
deb@fridaygodlens.com
English Springer Spaniels
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Miss Lee Kouski (100825) IL
(847) 921-1407
goldnblu2@hotmail.com
Balance of Toy Group (Japanese Chins, 
Manchester Terriers, Miniature Pin-
schers, Pekingese, Russian Toys)

Ms. Robin MacFarlane (95827) FL
(772) 801-5293
armor16@aol.com
Balance of Working Group (Alaskan 
Malamutes, Boerboels, Giant Schnau-
zers, Kuvaszok, Neapolitan Masti�s, 
Portuguese Water Dogs, Saint Bernards, 
Standard Schnauzers, Tibetan Masti�s)

Sharon Masnick (97181) SC
(843) 933-5516
skmasnick@aol.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group 
(Bichons Frises, Chinese Shar-Pei, 
Keeshonden, Norwegian Lundehunds, 
Schipperkes)

Ms. Susan M. Napady (95639) IN
(219) 762-5203
susan.napady@frontier.com
Balance of Terrier Group (American 
Sta�ordshire Terriers, Australian Terriers, 
Lakeland Terriers, Manchester Terriers, 
Russell Terriers, Sta�ordshire Bull Terri-
ers), A�enpinschers

Mary B. Napper (62737) TX
(817) 458-1442
mbnapper@gmail.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Curly-Coat-
ed Retrievers, Gordon Setters), Bulldogs, 
French Bulldogs, Schipperkes

Mr. David J. Peat (6909) AZ
(480) 473-4776
davepeat@cox.net
Balance of Sporting Group (Irish Water 
Spaniels), A�enpinschers

Mrs. Barbara Pessina (7372) NY
(845) 519-0425
moonshadowpuilk@aol.com
Boxers, Dogues de Bordeaux, Great 
Pyrenees, Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, 
Siberian Huskies

Ms. Deirdre Petrie (63937) PA
(610) 763-8976
deirdrepetrie@yahoo.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group (Bi-
chons Frises, Cotons du Tulear)

Mr. John C. Ramirez (1814) CA
(319) 991-0241
jrami68620@aol.com
Afghan Hounds, Australian Shepherds, 
Bouviers des Flandres, Polish Lowland 
Sheepdogs

Mr. Benson E. Ray (97179) SC
(843) 933-5367
benson592@aol.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group (Bi-
chons Frises, Chinese Shar-Pei, Finnish 
Spitz, Keeshonden, Norwegian Lunde-
hunds, Schipperkes)

Mrs. Sharon Ann Redmer (2711) MI
(734) 449-4995
sredme@umich.edu
Australian Terriers, Irish Terriers, Lake-
land Terriers







FEBRUARY 2025AKC GAZETTE 129

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Ms. Anna May Fleischi Brown (6300) IL

(217) 415-2176
stedelweis@aol.com
Pugs, Russian Toys

Ms. Kimberly Cardona (110939) FL
(407) 460-0089
vomdrakkenfels@gmail.com
Giant Schnauzers, Portuguese Water 
Dogs, Siberian Huskies

Mr. Jerome A. Elliott (112895) PA
(717) 884-2297
hautek9@gmail.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Papil-
lons, Pekingese, Poodles, Pugs, French 
Bulldogs

Mrs. Emily Fish (92354) WA
(360) 904-5765
emilypawcific@yahoo.com
A�enpinschers, Biewer Terriers, Brussels 
Gri�ons, Chihuahuas, Miniature Pin-
schers, Russian Toys

Ms. Karen J. Hynek (35536) MO
(636) 219-6991
jokareGS@aol.com
Airedale Terriers, Cesky Terriers, Wire Fox 
Terriers, Irish Terriers, Kerry Blue Terriers, 
Miniature Bull Terriers, Norfolk Terriers, 
Parson Russell Terriers, Sealyham Terriers, 
West Highland White Terriers

Mrs. Chris Ann Moore (108927) AR
(479) 221-0555
bisacd@aol.com
Dogo Argentinos, Dogues de Bordeaux, 
Giant Schnauzers, Great Pyrenees

Mrs. Dayl Phillip (103551) MO
(541) 340-4036
aurigan@gmail.com
Bouviers des Flandres

Ms. Johannah Winn Ryman (96233) WA
(360) 568-5525
johannahryman@gmail.com
French Bulldogs

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGES
Miss Mattie G. Lively (116533) IL

(618) 973-3663
mattie_lively1@hotmail.com

Mrs. Kellene Ru�oni (116659) CA
kelleyru�oni@gmail.com

BEST IN SHOW
The following persons, having success-

fully completed the required Group 
Assignments in the first Variety 
Group for which they were approved, 
have been added to the list of  judges eligi-
ble for approval to judge Best In Show.
Mrs. Pat M. Jenkins (99451) UT

(435) 770-0334
pmj16@msn.com

Mrs. Charlene Rutar (94495) IN
(317) 989-3120
whiteriver.gsp@gmail.com
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Patty Fulton (95283) MN
(763) 795-9394
corgizoom@gmail.com
Obedience – Open 

Laurie Rubin (97989) WA
(707) 890-2491
earthlaurie@sonic.net
Obedience – Open 

Dr. Karen Westerfield Tucker (97721) 
MA

(508) 668-4624
kbethwt@yahoo.com
Obedience – Utility 

Thomas Richard Harding (111457) MD
(410) 714-0343
singus@goeaston.net
Tracking – TD/TDU 

Dr. Cheryl Harris (109677) OH
(513) 476-1393
nml.doc@fuse.net
Tracking – TD/TDU	

Ellen Lash (100073) 
(913) 731-0173
ellenlash@gmail.com
Tracking – TDX

NEW PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

The following persons have been 
approved as a judge on a Provisional 
basis for the class/test indicated in accor-
dance with the Provisional judging system. 
They may now accept assignments.

Dr. Ronnie Sue Leith (90304) WA
(360) 344-2033
rsleithmd@sbcglobal.net
Obedience - Utility

Lisa Klein (111467) WA
(360) 798-7079
bignlildogs@gmail.com
Tracking - VST

EMERITUS OBEDIENCE/ RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

Phyllis Broderick (NJ)
Obedience/ Rally

Kathy Griner (GA)
Obedience 

James Thomson (NV)
Obedience & Rally

Sally Hensen (FL)
Rally

Lynn Kalinoski (OH)
Obedience & Rally 

Betty Ribble (CA)
Rally
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AKC OFFICES AT 101 PARK AVENUE, 

NEW YORK, NY 
JANUARY 13-14, 2025

The Board convened on Monday, January 
13, 2025, at 8:32 a.m. Eastern Time.

All Directors were present in the New 
York office, as were the Executive 
Secretary, the Chief Operating Officer, 
and the Chief Financial Officer.

November Minutes
Copies of the November 11-12, 2024, 
Board Meeting minutes had previously 
been provided to all Directors for review. 
Upon a motion by Mr. Powers, seconded 
by Dr. Battaglia, the Board VOTED 
to approve the November 2024 Board 
Meeting minutes.

President’s Update
Mr. Sprung reported that registration 
declines continue to affect the corpora-
tion’s profitability. 

We ended 2024 with litters down 9% and 
individual dogs down 15% to budget. This 

dilemma is universal, and the pet world 
has defined it as the “COVID Bump.” 
This is not an excuse but a fact, and it is 
being addressed across departments to 
counter the decline, which we believe will 
be with us until 2026. 

Conversely, Sports and Events are still 
prospering. In 2024, results through 
mid-December highlight year-over-year 
increases in events by 11% and entries 
up 2%. Gains are more significant in 
Fast CAT® and Scent Work, each with 
a 25,000+ increase. Rally and Agility are 
both up more than 12,000 entries, and our 
newest sport, Fetch, is up 20,000 entries. 

Our 28 different sports offer something 
for everyone, and the Staff is actively final-
izing due diligence as we explore new and 
exciting ways to expand upon this. Once 
again, the number of clubs continues to 
grow. This challenging year follows 12 
very strong ones, each with positive net 
operating results.

AKC is determined to use our talented 
in-house resources to enhance existing 
programs and develop new opportunities 
in various areas, including government 
relations, education for different audi-
ences, public relations, televised events, 
media, communications, and branding. 
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We remain creative, flexible, and willing to 
pivot when necessary. 

Legal Update
Heather McManus, VP & General 
Counsel, participated in this portion of the 
meeting.

The Board reviewed the Legal 
Department update as of December 2024.

Revision and Establishment of AKC 
Board Committee Charters
Heather McManus, VP & General 
Counsel, participated in this portion of the 
meeting.

Simpson Thacher, AKC’s long-term 
not-for-profit counsel, recommended the 
establishment of Committee Charters 
for each AKC Board Committee and 
the establishment of administrative pro-
cedures. The AKC Board has six (6) 
Committees: 1) Audit; 2) Finance; 3) 
Retirement Plans; 4) Investment; 5) 
Compensation; and 6) Appeal. The 
only Board Committee that currently 
has a Committee Charter is the Audit 
Committee. Prior to the meeting, each 
committee reviewed its charter and made 
recommendations for changes.

AKC Board Audit Committee Charter 
Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, sec-

onded by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the Charter 
of the American Kennel Club Audit 
Committee. 

AKC Board Finance Committee Charter 
Following a motion by Mr. Carota, sec-
onded by Mr. Tatro, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the Charter 
of the American Kennel Club Finance 
Committee. 

AKC Board Retirement Plans Committee 
Charter 
Following a motion by Mrs. Wallin, sec-
onded by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the Charter of 
the American Kennel Club Retirement 
Plans Committee. 

AKC Board Compensation Committee 
Charter 
There was a motion by Dr. Davies, sec-
onded by Dr. Knight, not to approve the 
Charter of the American Kennel Club 
Compensation Committee. The Board 
VOTED not to approve the Charter.
(Ms. Biddle and Mr. Sweetwood 
abstained).

AKC Board Appeals Committee Charter 
Following a motion by Mr. Smyth, sec-
onded by Ms. Biddle, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the Charter 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Gina DiNardo, Executive Secretary, par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting. 
Mari-Beth O’Neill, VP of Sports Services, 
and Sheila Goffe, VP of Government 
Relations, also participated in this portion 
of the meeting via video conference.

Drentsche Patrijshond – 
Recommendation to Advance to 
Miscellaneous
The Drentsche Patrijshond Club of 
America requests approval to move the 
breed into the Miscellaneous Class.

The Board of Directors approved the 
Drentsche Patrijshond to be eligible 
for recording in the Foundation Stock 
Service® (FSS®) program with a Sporting 
designation in May 2010. The Drentsche 
Patrijshond met the requirements of the 
Recognition of New Breeds Board Policy, 
which was approved in February 2017. 
Requirements include an active Parent 
Club with serious and expanding breeding 
activity over a wide geographic area and 
documented club activity. 

This will be discussed further at the 
February Board meeting.

Basset Fauve de Bretagne Eligibility 
to Compete in the Hound Group
The Basset Fauve de Bretagne Club of 

America has submitted a petition seeking 
acceptance into the AKC Stud Book and 
for the Basset Fauve de Bretagne to be 
eligible to compete in the Hound Group. 
The Board of Directors, at the February 
2023 Board Meeting, approved the Basset 
Fauve de Bretagne as eligible to compete 
in the Miscellaneous Class effective June 
28, 2023. Per the approved policy, breeds 
will remain in the Miscellaneous Class for 
one to three years and be evaluated at the 
end of the first year. Staff recommends 
that the AKC Board of Directors approve 
the request and the submitted breed stan-
dard. 

This will be discussed further at the 
February Board meeting.

Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka’s 
Eligibility to Compete in the Toy 
Group
The Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka Club of 
America has submitted a petition seeking 
acceptance into the AKC Stud Book and 
for the Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonka to be 
eligible to compete in the Toy Group. The 
Board of Directors, at the February 2022 
Board Meeting, approved the Russian 
Tsvetnaya Bolonka as eligible to com-
pete in the Miscellaneous Class effective 
January 1, 2023. Staff recommends that 
the AKC Board of Directors approve the 
request and the submitted breed standard.
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AKC GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
Sheila Goffe, VP of Government 
Relations, participated in this portion of 
the meeting via video conference.

“Extreme” Breeding Legislation 
Government Relations recommends 
developing a new canine legislation policy 
position statement on extreme breeding 
legislation that iterates AKC’s commit-
ment to responsible breeding, the unique 
characteristics of AKC registered breeds, 
cites the animal rights agenda of “extreme 
breeding” legislation, refutes misinforma-
tion about breed characteristics, empha-
sizes the importance of science and data, 
and emphasizes the significant value of 
AKC-approved breed standards as provid-
ing a blueprint for breeding healthy dogs 
that are free from unhealthy extremes. 

This will be discussed further at the 
February Board meeting. 

COMPANION and PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events; 
Diane Schultz, Director of Obedience, 
Rally & Tracking; Caroline Murphy, 
Director of Performance Events; and 
Doug Hurley, Director of Agility, partic-
ipated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference.

Obedience – Parent Club Request 
for Three Quarter Jump Height – 
Bouvier des Flandres
The American Bouvier des Flandres 
Parent Club has submitted a request to 
have the regular jump height requirement 
in obedience lowered to three-quarters the 
height of the dog at the withers. 

Under current regulations, the Bouvier’s 
regular jump height is 24-28 inches. With 
the requested change, they will be allowed 
to jump 18-22 inches. The request is 
consistent with other breeds previously 
approved to jump three-quarter heights, 
with a similar height/length/weight ratio, 
such as the Great Pyrenees, the Irish 
Wolfhound, and the Bassett Hound. 

This will be discussed further at the 
February Board meeting. 

Agility – Transferring of Points and 
QQs from MACH to PACH 
The Agility Staff recommends chang-
ing the Agility Regulations to allow for 
the transfer of accumulated points and 
double Qs (QQ) from the Master Agility 
Championship title (MACH) title track to 
the Preferred Agility Championship title 
(PACH) title track.

This is a frequent request from exhibitors 
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This will be discussed further at the 
February Board meeting. 

Herding – Change to the Minimum 
Field Size for Course B Ducks 
The Board reviewed a recommendation to 
reduce the minimum field size in Herding 
for Course B Ducks to allow clubs with 
smaller open fields to hold duck trials.    

Currently, the minimum field size for 
Course B Ducks is 200 feet by 250 feet. 
This is 1.15 acres. 

A Herding breed club representative on 
the HEC Committee suggested that if 
the field could be reduced in size without 
reducing the distances of the exercises, 
more clubs would be able to offer duck tri-
als. The Performance Events Department 
agrees. The recommendation is to reduce 
the minimum field size to 150 feet by 200 
feet. This field is 60% of the current size. 
The distances for the exercises do not 
change. This change will allow clubs with 
smaller open fields to hold duck trials.    

This will be discussed further at the 
February Board meeting. 

Herding – Regulation Clarifications 
for Course D 
The Board reviewed recommendations to 
provide additional clarifications to Chapter 

8, which covers Course D of the AKC 
Herding Regulations. These clarifications 
will give more specific information about 
the Herding work required for this course. 
These clarifications will benefit our judges 
when scoring each performance and allow 
exhibitors to gain more technical informa-
tion about what will be required to earn 
a qualifying score. This recommendation 
also includes permitting cattle as livestock. 

This will be discussed further at the 
February Board meeting. 

CONFORMATION
Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events; 
Diane Schultz, Director of Obedience, 
Rally & Tracking; Mari-Beth O’Neill, VP 
of Sports Services; Tim Thomas, VP of 
Conformation; Glenn Lycan, Director, 
Event Ops Support; Mark Desrosiers, 
Director of Event Programs, and Ian 
Hennigan, Sports & Events Project 
Manager participated in this portion of the 
meeting via video conference.

Susque-Nango Kennel Club – Fine 
Appeal 
The Susque-Nango Kennel Club (SNKC) 
has requested a review of the $200 fine 
accessed by the American Kennel Club 
for the cancellation of its May 4, 2024, 
Obedience Trial. 
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Staff recommends that the Board mod-
ify the fine levied to the Susque-Nango 
Kennel Club for canceling the May 4, 
2024, Obedience Trial to $100. 

Following a motion by Mr. Smyth, sec-
onded by Mrs. Wallin, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the staff recom-
mendation to amend the fine to $100. 

NOHS Regional Update 
The NOHS Regional pilot program con-
sists of eight approved events held from 
September 2024 to September 2025. 
Three events were held, and Staff pre-
sented their results. The Board will dis-
cuss this further in May after most of the 
approved events have been held. 

JUDGING OPERATIONS 
Tim Thomas, VP of Conformation, and 
Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events, 
participated in this portion of the meeting.

AKC Educational Requirements 
Policy Update 
Staff presented a memorandum to update 
the Board on the progress of implement-
ing the AKC Educational Requirements 
Policy and Recommendations adopted by 
the Board at its April 2024 meeting. 

On April 10, 2024, notice was sent to all 
judges across all sports informing them of 

this new requirement. 

On May 1, 2024, 2295 AKC-approved 
Junior Showmanship Judges were notified 
that they must complete the Stewards of 
Children® course by August 1, 2024.

On August 27, 2024, notice was sent to 
all AKC-approved Agility, Conformation, 
Obedience, Rally, Tracking, and 
Temperament Test Judges informing 
them of the need to complete the Stewards 
of Children® course by November 30, 
2024. Staff tracked completion data 
across sports in the weeks leading up to 
the November 30th deadline. After the 
Thanksgiving Holiday, it was decided 
to extend the deadline to complete to 
January 1, 2025, due to the busy time of 
year between the holidays and the AKC 
National events in Orlando. 

Per the procedures put in place, failure to 
complete the Stewards of Children® course 
by the completion date would result in the 
denial of any future assignments submit-
ted to the AKC for approval.

The second wave of judges was scheduled 
to receive notification of the requirement 
to complete the course in January 2025. 
The last group will be notified in April 
2025, completing the phase-in process.
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The Staff has moved to secure additional 
seats to cover all remaining judges left 
to fulfill this requirement and any newly 
approved judges through 2025. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION 
to discuss business matters. Nothing was 
reported out of this session.

Conformation Judging Statistics 
Judging Operations provides the Board 
with statistics related to Conformation 
judging applications considered by the 
Department during the preceding three 
months. The following is the list of New 
Breed (NB) and Additional Breed (AB) 
applicants whose applications were pre-
sented for final approval from October 
through December 2024.
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The Board was pleased with the project. 
Staff will have a draft to present to the 
Board for discussion in February. 

NEW BUSINESS

AKC August 2025 Board Meeting
Following a motion by Dr. Battaglia, sec-
onded by Dr. Garvin, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to hold the August 2025 
Board meeting at the Raleigh office. 

Conformation Recertification Exams 
Dr. Battaglia, Chair of the Board 
Committee appointed to review the 
Conformation Recertification Exams, gave 
a report. Suggested changes have been 
made to the format of the exams and the 
wording of some questions. Feedback on 
the suggestions was provided to the Board.

This will be discussed further at the 
February meeting. 

Board Show Conflict Distance Policy
Following a motion by Mr. Carota, 
seconded by Ms. Fineburg, the Board 
VOTED (Mr. Smyth abstaining) to 
approve the following Clarification to the 
Show Conflict Distance Policy.

Clarification: It is the intent of this policy to 
allow clubs that successfully appeal to host 
their events on the approved date(s) and at 
the approved site/venue. However, it is not 
intended to allow additional clubs at the same 
site/venue if that results in more than two 
consecutive days of all-breed events.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Sprung called an EXECUTIVE 
SESSION to discuss business matters. 
Nothing was reported out of this session.

It was VOTED to adjourn on Tuesday, 
January 14, 2025, at 12:44 a.m. Eastern 
Time.

Adjourned
Attest:	 _______________________ 
Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary
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Cesky Terrier

Airedale Terrier American  
Staffordshire Terrier

Australian Terrer Bedlington Terrier

Border Terrier

American 
Hairless Terrier

Bull Terrier Cairn Terrier Dandie Dinmont 
Terrier

Fox Terrier 
(Smooth)

Glen of 
Imaal Terrier

Irish Terrier Kerry Blue 
Terrier

Lakeland Terrier

Miniature Bull 
Terrier

Miniature 
Schnauzer

Norfolk Terrier Norwich Terrier

Parson Russell 
Terrier

Scottish Terrier Sealyham TerrierRat Terrier Russell Terrier

Skye Terrier Soft Coated 
Wheaten Terrier

Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier

Welsh Terrier West Highland 
White Terrier

Wire Fox Terrier

Manchester 
Terrier
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