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Welcome to our annual 
holiday issue. Since the 

1920s, the December gazette 
has arrived in mailboxes and 
inboxes with a smile on its face, 
delivering glad tidings with 
warmest wishes.

In the season when we rem-
inisce about loved ones of our 
youth, we recall the universally 
esteemed Anna Katherine 
Nicholas in the article “The 
Genius.” 

Poetry is always a part of these 
holiday issues. This year, we 
bring you dog-themed haiku, 
both cosmic and comic.

Our slideshow celebrates a 
delightful combination, dogs and 
snow. And our “Videos” pages 
bring you two more seasonal gal-
leries of times past. 

December wouldn’t be com-
plete without the AKC National 
Championship. See our ANC 
preview pages. 

Mainstays of our annual hol-
iday gathering are the Toy, 
Non-Sporting, and Herding 

Group breeds, represented by 
their merry and bright colum-
nists.

Gazette staff wish our readers 
and contributors all the joys of 
the season.—B.B.

On Our Cover: Chihuahuas,  
photographer unknown, c.1950s; 
colorized by Chris Espiritu
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SLIDESHOW

“Why do dogs love new snow?”

“Good question. 
Let me answer it 

with another one: Why do 
kids love snow? Why do 
some adults? I remember 
growing up in the Arizona 
desert and seeing Christmas 
cards with snow and feeling 
deprived. Truly deprived. 
When it did snow once 
in Tucson everyone was 

crazy with excitement. 
“I honestly don’t know 

why snow is so exciting to 
dogs, and kids, and adults 
who don’t have to shovel it. 
But maybe because it’s new 
and di�erent, and it turns the 
world into one big playroom 
for animals that love to play. 
(I’m thinking too of river 
otters who love to play in 

snow. So do bears.)” 
“So, who doesn’t like snow 

as a new toy, unless you have 
to shovel it, hate where you 
are snowed in, or are a hawk 
who goes hungry because the 
field mice and voles can hide 
from you so well under the 
blanket of white?”—Patricia 
McConnell, Scientific 
American

https://youtu.be/XnqPI64V4wU
https://youtu.be/XnqPI64V4wU
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“Her knowledge of all aspects of purebred dogs remains 
unparalleled. She’s the genius of our sport.”—Dr. Sam 
Draper, 1995

FEATURE

�eGenius In her own words, a judge’s journey 
from child prodigy to living legend.

Madison Square Garden, 
1970: Anna Katherine Nicholas 
strides across the ring during 
BIS judging. (Gilbert photo)



https://buckscountykennelclub.org
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FEATURE
“Miss Anna,” who remi-
nisced about her influences 
and her early days in dogs.  

THE MAKING OF A 
LEGEND
How did you get started in 
dogs? 

Well, I have been interested 
in dogs all my life. Every 
time my mother would 
wheel me by a dog, I’d say, 
“Doggie! Doggie!” The 
only thing, really, that I was 
ever very much interested 
in was dogs. I didn’t take up 
with any of the other things 
the kids took up with ... I 
didn’t want to go to college, I 
wanted to go to dog shows. 

We lived in New York 
City at that time; later, in 
the Westchester suburbs. 
Many of the famous kennels 
in those days were here in 
the Northeast, and I got to 
know all of the breeders. 
They would take me to their 
kennels, and they would 
show me their dogs, and 
they would explain their 
dogs to me. They would 
explain the breed, the points 
of the breed, what was good 

and what was bad. Pretty 
soon they began to urge me 
to judge. 

The president of the 
Pekingese Club of America 
finally suggested that I take 
out a license to judge. I 
hadn’t even thought about 
it up until that point. I 
was 15 at that time, and I 
said, “Well, do you think I 
could judge?” And they all 

said, “You could, you’ve 
learned, you’ve spent a lot 
of time with all of us, you 
know all the di�erent types 
in the breed, you’ve learned 
all the di�erent ways of 
looking at the breed.” And 
they said they would be very 
glad to sponsor me. 

I got 31 Pekes at my very 
first show, which was up at 
Hartford, Connecticut. In 

Westminster KC, 1956: Nicholas’s Toy Group winner is Poodle 
Ch. Wilber White Swan, handled by Anne Hone Rogers. Later in 
the evening, “Peanut” became WKC’s first-ever toy-breed BIS. 
(Shafer photo)

https://pekingeseclubofamerica.com
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FEATURE

those days, the shows were 
running at about 600 dogs 
maybe at the most—that was 
a big show in those days—
and I don’t think they’ve ever 
had 31 Pekes at Hartford 
since then! That was in 
1934. And that was when I 
started judging. 

When I started, the shows 
would start around 10 in the 
morning. It was the day of 
the benched show. It was 
the days of lots of servants, 
too—you had a big sta� at 
home, and kennel help and 
household help, and all of 
that. The breeders would 

come, and their servants 
would prepare their lunch 
for them ... they’d bring their 
dogs, and their kennel help 
would show the dogs for 
them. They’d all come and 
sit around the benches all 
day, and talk, about the dif-
ferent dogs in the breed and 
everything. You can imagine 
how much you could learn 
that way, sitting and talking. 
That’s really how I learned 
about dogs, about the dif-
ferent breeds. 

Things have certainly changed. 
Yes, they have, you know 

people are always lamenting 
that fact, too. People just 
show up for ring time. It is 
too bad—now, most times, 
they don’t even stay for Best 
of Breed. If they haven’t won 
the Open class or something, 
it’s “OK, bye-bye!” They 
don’t even stay to see who 
gets the breed. 

But in those days, the 
breeders would stay all day, 
whether they won or lost. 
They would just sit and 
converse and talk about the 
dogs, look at each other’s 

Westchester KC, 1966: Jane Kamp handled Afghan Hound Ch. Holly 
Hill Desert Wind to a group win under Nicholas. “I think very highly of 
her,” Nicholas said of the future Mrs. Forsyth. (Gilbert photo)

https://www.facebook.com/proflie.php?id=61565232583200
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return to the pack.
If you have a quality male, 

the way to be sure of his 
quality is using him as a stud 
in your breeding program. 
I believe a male needs to 
be bred at least three times 
to three di�erent bitches to 
determine his worthiness as 
a good sire. It takes time to 
establish a great stud dog. 
So going to a top dog or 
keeping your own stud dog 
is up to each individual. If 
establishing a “line,” most 
likely you will want to keep 

several males of your own to 
integrate into your program. 

These little boys can eas-
ily be housetrained, but 
the invention of the “belly 
band” has alleviated much 
of the fear of letting our stud 
dogs run loose in the house. 

These little guys are much 
more loving and willing to 
please than their female 
counterparts, and they don’t 
blow their coat during the 
show season, which makes 
them more competitive than 
the female during a full 

show year.
Several years ago, a friend 

of mine wanted a female 
pet-quality puppy from my 
breeding program. I didn’t 
have one, so they decided to 
try a male. We always have 
extra males, right? Just the 
other day the owner said 
to me, “I would never have 
believed I could love my 
boy more than any of the 
females I have owned”—a 
true testament to the won-
derful, loving heart these 
dogs possess. Yep, another 
happy owner of the male 
Chihuahua.

How many times have we 
tried to tell a prospective pet 
buyer that the male is more 
loving than the female? If 
they’ve never owned a male, 
it’s hard for them to believe 
this, and they think we are 
just trying to pass o� our 
males. Well, many times that 
could be the case, but how 
sad that they are not willing 
to experience the special 
bond that is created with 
these little boys. 

I am always drawn to my 
males first. I know how big 
their heart is and how much 

Chihuahua



https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
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‘hindquarters drooping’ 
(Scottish Deerhound breed 
standard).” 

This definition already 
o�ers more clarity by giving 
an anatomical lens, as well as 
piquing my interest with its 
relevant breed example and 
accompanying illustration.

The Scottish Deerhound 
standard calls for “hind-
quarters drooping, and 
as broad and powerful as 
possible, the hips being 
set wide apart.” While the 
Deerhound is a powerfully 
built animal, it is also very 
elegant, with flowing curves 
that befit a hound that has 
an “air of quiet dignity.” 
With this in mind, the hind-
quarters must have enough 
curve to stay in harmony 
with this series of flow-
ing curves while avoiding 
becoming too steep of a 
curve which would abruptly 
interrupt the smooth transi-
tion from the back to the tail. 
Therefore, “hindquarters 
drooping” should be inter-
preted as a gentle downward 
curve of the croup.

Additionally, I would 
note that four terrier stan-

dards (Airedale Terrier, 
Smooth Fox Terrier, Wire 
Fox Terrier, and Kerry 
Blue Terrier) cite the word 
droop in reference to an 
undesirable hindquarter 
assembly. This inclusion is 
not surprising at all, since I 
picture a terrier’s structure 
to be almost the antithesis 
of an Italian Greyhound’s 
or Scottish Deerhound’s. 
It would make sense to 
use language attributed to 
running breeds as the con-
trast to what an “earthdog” 
would require, which is a 
strong and muscular rear 
assembly with a high tail-set. 

I also found it interesting  
that the last three terrier  
breeds used the same 
phrase, calling for hind-
quarters “free from droop 
or crouch.” This again con-
firms that droop is meant 
to describe an anatomical 
feature of the hindquarters, 
while crouch describes the 
stance. There is a distinction 
between the two concepts, 
and I should be mindful of 
that distinction.

Now that I have devel-
oped a fuller understanding 

of the word droop, I will 
read that part of the Italian 
Greyhound standard again:

“Body: Of medium length, 
short coupled; high at 
withers, back curved and 
drooping at hindquarters, 
the highest point of curve at 
start of loin, creating a defi-
nite tuck-up at flanks.”

What is the mental image 
now? Is the word drooping 
still o�ensive?

For me, personally, I do 
not find it o�ensive. In fact, 
I am glad the original  
authors included this word, 
because it describes the 
type of curve. Without 
“drooping,” the curve 
would have no limits, it 
could be as steep or as 
shallow as fancy desires. 
However, in its correct 
context, “drooping” com-
municates moderation. With 
“drooping” in mind, I now 
picture a gentle downward 
curve from the highest 
point at the start of the loin 
to the hindquarters. This is 
a harmonious interpretation 
with the rest of the standard 
that calls for balance—a 
necessary ingredient for 



mailto:harryonly%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.italiangreyhound.org
http://www.italiangreyhound.org
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able to eye injury or severe 
dryness.

So, knowing all of this, 
how do we safeguard our 
beloved Japanese Chin’s 
well-being and ensure that 
the breed continues to be 
healthy and long-lived for 
the next five centuries?

First, keep up with regular 
veterinary care and daily 
hygiene routines. 

Ensure that your Chin’s 
teeth are clean and talk to 
your vet about dental proce-
dures if they are needed.

Keep their coats clean and 

groomed to ensure that they 
do not get overheated. A 
clean, mat-free coat keeps a 
dog cooler.

Help your Chin keep a 
healthy weight. Carrying 
extra pounds makes your 
dog work harder.

Take extra care in keeping 
your dog cool in hot months 
or climates. Cooling mats, 
access to fresh cool water, 
cooling vests, and other 
options are great to help 
your dog to regulate their 
temperature.

Most importantly, work 

with a breeder who makes 
their dogs’ health and 
well-being a priority. The 
AKC can help you find a 
breeder in good standing.

There is nothing sweeter, 
more beautiful, or more 
endearing than a Japanese 
Chin. Their structure makes 
them unique and draws peo-
ple to our breed. Keeping 
them healthy and making 
their well-being a top pri-
ority will help ensure that 
future generations can know 
the joys of the Japanese 
Chin.

—Karen Wolfer
Japanese Chin Club of 

America

Papillons
THE PAPILLON’S FRONT 
ASSEMBLY

When we speak about 
someone having “a 

good eye for a dog,” we 
mean that the person has 
trained their mind to take a 
mental picture of the entire 
dog and is able to instantly 
recognize quality, or a lack 
thereof—that is, anything 
that appears substandard.

Japanese Chin Eddie Vedder stays comfortable on a hot summer day 
with a cooling jacket and his cooling mat.

https://www.japanesechinclubofamerica.org/
https://www.japanesechinclubofamerica.org/
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We learn through visual 
imagery, repetition, asso-
ciation of experiences, and 
basic canine knowledge to 
train our mind’s eye what to 
look for in evaluating dogs. 
However, first we need to 
understand the breed stan-
dard and know structure 
and motion of Papillons 
before we can have a good 
eye for a Papillon and be 
able to identify perfection 
and quality in our own dogs 
or in judging others.

In the standard, the breed’s 
movement is mentioned in 
the section on Gait: “Free, 
quick, easy, graceful, not 
paddle footed, or stiff in hip 
movements.” It is also men-
tioned briefly in General 
Appearance: “The Papillon 
is a small, friendly, elegant  
toy dog of fine-boned 
structure: light, dainty and 
of lively action.” It is also 
mentioned in discussing the 
Forequarters: “Shoulders 
well developed and laid 
back to allow freedom of 
movement. Forelegs slen-
der, fine-boned and must be 
straight.”  We also know that 
the Papillon is not extreme 

in body type: “is slightly lon-
ger than the height at withers. 
It is not a cobby dog … has a 
chest of medium depth with 
ribs well sprung and its belly 
tucked up.” These state-
ments imply that the gait is 
quite normal and without 
exaggeration. And when 
describing the Hindquarters: 
“Well developed and well 
angulated. The hind legs 
are slender, fine-boned, and 
parallel when viewed from 
behind. Hocks inclined nei-
ther in nor out.”

Papillons should have a 

free-flowing movement that 
should be light, dainty, and 
of lively action. However, 
this does not mean exag-
gerated or extreme, as in 
hackneyed or high-step-
ping motion. Correct gait 
should be smooth and leg 
motion most e�cient when 
confined to a single plane, 
without paddling or weav-
ing and void of deformity 
or movement oddities, such 
as the “tied at the elbow,” 
where there is an “East-
West” front that is restricted 
at the elbows, causing the 

Papillon
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of shoulders. Usually, dogs 
with good length of neck will 
have well laid-back shoul-
der blades and good reach, 
while short-necked dogs 
will have steep shoulders, 
with a shorter stride and a 
lack of reach, with wasted 
energy—in most cases mak-
ing them not as functional 
to perform simple chores. 
As one well-respected and 
wise judge once said to his 
exhibitors, “I doubt if they 
could both make it to the 
food bowl.” 

Certainly “food for 
thought” when breeding 
or purchasing your next 
Papillon. —Roseann Fucillo, 
2017

Papillon Club of America

Pekingese
HANDS-ON EVALUATION OF 
PEKINGESE

Hands-on evaluation of 
Pekingese is of great 

importance to judges and 
breeders. Learning to cor-
rectly examine and evaluate 
a Pekingese requires knowl-
edge and understanding of 
the results, along with the 

importance of the findings 
to a breeding program. 
Portions of the written stan-
dard will be quoted and 
used in this explanation of 
“hands on.”

Because the shape of the 
Pekingese body is one of the 
most distinctive features of 
the breed, we will primarily 
concentrate on that in this 
discussion. The standard 
states, “It is pear-shaped, 
compact and low to the 
ground. It is heavy in front 
with well-sprung ribs slung 
between the forelegs. The 
fore-chest is broad and full 
without a protruding breast-
bone. The underline rises 
from the deep chest to the 
lighter loin, thus forming a 
narrow waist. The topline 
is straight and the loin is 
short.” 

The pear shape with the 
narrow waist and the heavy 
fore-chest is obvious with a 
hand examination. The great 
spring of rib and lowness to 
the ground should imme-
diately be impressive, along 
with the solid substance of 
the body. You should feel a 
solid, compact dog with a lot 

of substance for the size.
The “Pearls of Wisdom” 

written in the mid 1800s by 
the Chinese Empress Tzu 
Hsi is often called the first 
standard and refers to the 
body shape of a Pekingese: 
“Let its body be shaped like 
that of a hunting lion spying 
for its prey.” 

Because of the double and 
heavy coat of the Pekingese, 
it is even more important 
that breeders and judges use 
correct “hands-on” to eval-
uate the dogs. A hands-on 
examination will and should 
be impressive, with the big 
spring of ribs along with the 
lowness to the ground. 

The Pekingese should be 
examined first by placing 
your hands behind the ears, 
cupping them to frame the 
face. 

After the head has been 
evaluated according to the 
standard, move your hands 
down the short, thick neck 
to the well–laid-back shoul-
ders and tight elbows and 
feel the short, heavy-boned 
forelegs that are moderately 
bowed between the pastern 
and elbow. Feel for a broad 

http://www.Papillonclub.org
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accommodate the carrying 
of puppies. 

Hound Group
Azawakh: Body 

Proportion—Length 
of body/height at with-
ers—9:10. Length of the 
body is 90 percent height 
of hound. This ratio may be 
slightly higher in bitches. 

Working Group
Akita: Body—Longer than 

high, as 10 is to 9 in males; 
11 to 9 in bitches. 

Black Russian Terrier: 
Females may be slightly lon-
ger than males. 

Chinook: Females may be 
somewhat longer in body. 

Great Dane: In bitches, 
a somewhat longer body is 
permissible, providing she 
is well proportioned to her 
height. 

Samoyed: Females allowed 
to be slightly longer than 
males.

Terrier Group
Wire Fox Terrier: The 

bitch may be slightly longer 
in couplings than the dog. 

Lakeland Terrier: The loins 

are taut and short, although 
they may be slightly longer 
in bitches. 

Irish Terrier: The bitch 
may be slightly longer than 
the dog. 

Toy Group
Chihuahua: Somewhat 

shorter bodies are preferred 
in males. 

Miniature Pinscher: 
Length of males equals 
height at withers. Females 
may be slightly longer. Toy 
Fox Terrier: Slightly longer 
in bitches is acceptable. 

Non-Sporting Group
Chinese Shar-Pei: The dog 

is usually larger and more 
square bodied than the bitch 
but both appear well pro-
portioned. 

Shiba Inu: Males have a 
height to length ratio of 10 to 
11, females slightly longer.

Herding Group
Beauceron: Bitches can be 

slightly longer than dogs. 
Briard: The female may be 

a little longer. 
Belgian Sheepdog: Bitches 

may be slightly longer. 

Belgian Tervuren: Females 
may be somewhat longer in 
body.

Male/female proportion in the 
Pom standard: a history

Since there are breeds 
that distinguish between 
the proportions of males 
and females, this led me to 
do a deep dive on the his-
tory of our standard, to see 
if at any point in history 
Pomeranians were given 
such latitude. 

1916 Standard 
Appearance—The 

Pomeranian in build and 
appearance should be a 
compact, short-coupled 
dog, well-knit in frame. 
Body—The back must be 
short, and the body com-
pact, being well ribbed up 
and the barrel well rounded. 

Legs—not such as would 
be termed “leggy” or “low 
on leg,” but in length and 
strength in due proportion 
to a well-balanced frame. 

1935 Standard 
Body—The back must be 

short, and the body compact, 
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With fanciers in the early 
years, the main goal was to 
critique the breed standard 
for breeding and conforma-
tion showing. What a boring 
life for many dogs who had 
little human interaction. 
Joining a breed club today, 
where one can learn the 
many wonderful sports that 
stimulates the dog’s mind. 

The dog is a family mem-
ber who can bring everyone 
closer together. Newcomers 
would be surprised to know 
that most show dog exhibi-
tors train their dog in other 
sports to encourage them to 
enjoy showing better. The 
interactions the dogs have 
in doing di�erent activities 
help them to bond better 
with humans. Remember, all 
dogs can’t be show dogs, but 
boy, can they excel in many 
fun ways. 

Showing dogs can be a 
contagious hobby like boat-
ing or golf, with one main 
di�erence—the dog gets 
to participate and surprise 
everyone with their special 
talents.  

Let’s look at some events 
people enjoy training dogs 

for, and why.
Obedience classes are a 

fun way to start training and 
going to dog shows. As an 
obedience teacher, the great-
est feeling was to see a father 
and son being able to bond 
together through training of 
the family dog. The boy was 
very intellectual and hated 
all sports in school. After 
taking obedience classes, 
it gave them something to 
enjoy as they talked about 
strategies of winning at the 
shows, kind of like in school 
sports. On the weekend the 
mother would pack a picnic 
lunch, and they’d all go to 
the shows. The kid learned 

to interact with other people. 
What a wonderful gift the 
dog gave this family. 

Teaching a dog to sit, stay, 
and come to you with both 
hand and voice commands 
is very important. One man 
told me that if not for obedi-
ence classes, his dog would 
be dead. The dog was run-
ning from across the road 
as a car was coming … the 
puppy could see but not 
hear the owner from that 
distance. He gave the hand 
signal to stay, and the dog 
sat. The car flew by but the 
dog was saved.

Dominic and Jodi Koon, 
both AKC Boston Terrier 

Boston Terrier
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community, and a way for 
scientists to reach out to 
Keeshond owners for infor-
mation and to help gather 
samples needed for research. 
Today, KHT, which is a 
Facebook page (because 
let’s face it, the dog world 
is on Facebook!), has over 
4,000 members worldwide. 
Keeshond Health Today has 
become a reliable source 
of health information and 
sharing. The page is curated, 
and members are asked to 
follow rules to ensure that 
information shared is accu-
rate and the culture remains 
welcoming and friendly. 
The administrators are Beth 
Blankenship and myself. We 
would like to thank everyone 
for their participation and 
engagement in Keeshond 
Health Today. We look for-
ward to working with all of 
you in the future.

I want to thank all of the 
readers of the gazette, the 
many amazing people and 
treasured friends made 
along the way, both in the 
U.S. and abroad. We share 
our love of this breed and 
each other. Thank you to 

Jennifer Sturgeon, President 
of the Keeshond Club of 
America, and the wonder-
ful Arliss Paddock, Editor 
of the AKC gazette Breed 
Columns, for her support 
and encouragement, and to 
Bud Boccone, the gazette’s 
Managing Editor, for his 
support throughout the 
years. We may be able to do 
a guest column from time to 
time. 

Until then, wishing all you 
and yours all good things. 
Hug your dogs. 

—Debbie Lynch, 
Warrenton, Virginia

dlnpoconsult@gmail.com
Keeshond Club of 

America

Lhasa Apsos
PUT “PRETTY” ON “GOOD”

Even when a dog is good, 
if it is not particularly 

“pretty” it will usually lose 
to a lesser, but pretty one. 
These priorities do not 
have to compete, just be 
kept in the right order. You 
can add “pretty” to “good” 
much more easily than the 
opposite.

I thought of this recently 
while grooming a puppy for 
her first show. We hold our-
selves to high standards for 
conformation quality, coat 
condition, and presentation. 
This puppy easily passed 
the first test. I stacked her on 
the table and admired her 
solid back and set of neck. 
Her shoulder assembly and 
straight forelegs were framed 
in lean, hard muscle with-
out bulk, giving her elegant 
carriage and reach. Her first 
and second thighs were held 
in place by well-developed 
muscle. She stood solid, and 
her dark eyes sparkled with 
mischief, communicating 
that she was eager to dump-
ster-dive into my grooming 
bag once o� the table. 

I looked at her coat: good 
texture and length for her 
age. But then there was 
something we’re not used to: 
stained feet, face, and whis-
kers. While not necessarily 
a sign of neglect, coat stain 
seriously detracts from the 
pretty look we all seek in 
both pets and show dogs.

We strongly believe pup-
pies and adults need plenty 

mailto:dlnpoconsult%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.keeshond.org
https://www.keeshond.org
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of free exercise to develop 
their full potential, both 
physically and mentally. 
Ours have a large play-yard 
with a wall to climb and run, 
blocks to jump, and lots of 
toys. Six inches of quar-
ter-inch washed pea gravel 
covers the ground, which 
normally provides good 
drainage of both rain and 
urine, and does not damage 
coat. But rain came early 
this fall and was relentless, 

yielding little opportunity to 
clean the wet, yellow leaves 
and dead fir needles cover-
ing the ground. Hairy feet 
and faces got soaked and 
stained in the sodden mess, 
and there was little reprieve 
in the small, covered runs. 

Coat stain can be caused 
by a number of factors, and 
there are solutions or reme-
dies to combat the problem 
when prevention has failed. 
Using bleach or antibiotics 

is not recommended. These 
measures can help:

• Resolve chronic licking—
Allergies or infection are 
usually involved. Eliminate 
the cause.

• Keep things clean—Avoid 
soiled pens, crates, and 
runs. Regular cleaning is 
mandatory.

• Dietary factors—Some 
foods, even very good ones, 
have ingredients that a�ect 
body chemistry, resulting in 
a stained face or rear. Check 
with friends who have white 
dogs for recommendations, 
and watch for changes in 
formula.

• Water—Chemicals, espe-
cially some found in well 
water, may discolor coat. 
Give distilled drinking water 
and use a cleansing sham-
poo and rinse to remove 
chemical buildup on the 
hair.

• Body chemistry and 
inflammation—Some dogs 
have a natural body chemis-
try or systemic inflammation 
that results in stain from the 
eyes, mouth, and feet. Eye 
stain can be removed with 
daily application of a topical 

Lhasa Apso: Ch. Drax Ni-Ma Me, 1968 (Graham photo)
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I mean minus-10 degrees 
Fahrenheit, with a breeze), 
I carried the pup outside 
and placed him on the pot-
ty-pad. This new (to me) 
method worked great, and 
after a few days the pup 
learned to potty fast, with no 
time wasted. As a secondary 
result, this method allowed 
the pup to slowly become 
accustomed to the sound 
and feel of wind, and to gain 
confidence on the snow. It’s 
a method I’ll want to explore 
a little more and try with 
future litters. 

Stay warm, and stay safe! 
—Letty Hughes, 
lettyhughes.nsca@gmail.com
 National Shiba Club of 

America

Tibetan Spaniels
“COULD THIS BE A TIBETAN 
SPANIEL?”

One of the idiosyncra-
sies of owning Tibetan 

Spaniels is that our breed 
will often be mistaken for 
Pekingese—or even Shih 
Tzu, on occasion—and like-
wise, many rescues, shelters, 
and owners will misidentify 

their old-fashioned Pekes as 
Tibbies. 

Shelter employees, in their 
zeal to give each of their 
dogs a purebred identity, 
will often flip through a 
generic dog book, however 
old, find a Tibetan Spaniel 
pictured, see some resem-
blance, and conclude that 
must be what the flu�y little 
black-masked fawn dog is 
in the crate out back. That 
might be followed by a quick 
search of the breed name on 
Facebook, some bad pho-
tos taken with an iPhone, 
and an urgent email sent to 
Tibetan Spaniel Rescue. 

The reality is that Tibbies 
are a pretty uncommon 
breed, and so the flu�y lit-
tle dog in question is most 
probably a poorly bred pet 
Pekingese, or perhaps a 
Peke–Shih Tzu cross. The 
head shape, short muzzle, 
and facial wrinkles definitely 
suggest Pekingese. The 
phrase “close but no cigar” 
comes to mind. The shelter 
might be hundreds, even 
thousands of miles away 
from Tibbie people. Since 
these “would-be Tibbie 

types” have their appeal 
to dog lovers looking for a 
new pet, it is infinitely more 
practical for the shelter to 
place them locally in good 
homes, rather than creat-
ing a cross-country false 
alarm. Happily, Tibbies 
and Pekingese have gen-
erally long life spans, so 
even senior dogs in need of 
rehoming will typically find 
loving new owners.

Facebook has several 
groups for Tibetan Spaniel 
owners worldwide to post 
their photos and share anec-
dotes about their well-loved 
pets. Hardly a day goes 

MAY 2009

Tibetan Spaniel, May 2009 
(Miguel photo)
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sheep split from the flock, 
she stayed with the one 
stray sheep. She also didn’t 
know what to do once she 
cornered the sheep. Five 
months earlier, we had 
had taken our first herding 
instinct test, and since then 
we have been training in 
tending work. 

I have two younger 

Belgians. One did not pass 
the instinct test, and the 
other did. Some will argue 
you breed for instinct and 
ability, and others will tell 
you a dog either has it or 
not. The dam of my girls 
famously failed herding 
instinct twice at the 2019 
national. She has also pro-
duced three herding-titled 

o�spring, with two more 
that have instinct tested well. 
In hindsight, their puppy 
testing shed some insight, 
one might say. One puppy 
had good prey drive, and 
the other showed very little. 
Fast forward, I have one 
dog who’s climbed through 
a gate to get to sheep, and 
another who refused to look 
at them and instead glared 
at me with all her might. 

In all the sports I have 
encountered with Belgians, I 
can say herding is by far the 
most humbling, yet equally 
rewarding. Obedience, rally, 
and agility while o� lead, do 
not begin to take on the task 
of learning to control prey 
drive and instinct. AKC 
Herding A, B, C, and D 
Courses and French Style 
Herding o�er Belgians and 
their handlers a variety of 
tests and titles to train for 
and compete in. 

To get started in herd-
ing, you will need to find a 
Herding Instinct Test and 
instructor in your region. 
Facilities with livestock typ-
ically include sheep, ducks, 
goats, and even geese. 

Belgian Sheepdog



DECEMBER 2024AKC GAZETTE 88

HERDING GROUP

Puppies must be a mini-
mum of 6 months old to be 
tested for Instinct. Plan to 
wear clothes you are com-
fortable getting dirty in, and 
a pair of gloves with good 
grip are handy to have.

Most people do not have 
ready access to sheep, so 
rest assured you are not 
alone. Your instructor will 
give you lots of homework 
you can do at home without 
livestock. 

Herding can be done suc-
cessfully with dedication, 
time, and weekly lessons. 
Throughout your herding 
journey you will learn to use 
and implement terms like 
“go-by” and “lie down.” You 
will learn what it means for a 
dog to stay perfectly in bal-
ance with the sheep. 

There are so many fun 
venues you can train and 
compete in with Belgians. 
The hallmark versatility 
of the breed is what draws 
most people to them. So, 
whether you’re feeling hum-
bled with your first herding 
dog or are reaching new 
goals with your fifth, just 
remember to have fun. —

Susan Reed Davis, 2022
Belgian Sheepdog Club of 

America

Belgian Tervuren
“HEY, LOOK AT ME!”

Judges have approximately 
three minutes to exam-

ine a dog. If you add in the 
time for ribbons, and then 
judging Winners classes, it 
cuts your time even shorter. 
Of course, you can catch 
the judge’s eye in the lineup 
while other dogs are being 
examined. No pressure here! 

Quite often in a judge’s 
routine they will bring you 
into the ring, check your 
armbands, and then send 
you around the ring one 
time before starting the 
exam. This is done in part 
so the dogs can relax and 
settle in a little bit before the 
individual exams begin. 

Most handling classes will 
go over these patterns with 
you, but in case they don’t, 
grab an egg-timer and go 
out in the backyard, walk 
up to a point, and set your 
timer, and begin your rou-
tine and move your dog. It 

goes a lot quicker than you 
expect. 

What can you, as the han-
dler, do to best present your 
dog in this short period of 
time? 

Years ago, I attended 
a handling seminar that 
focused on how to show 
your dog to your best ability. 
Which is what we all want to 
do! The basic premise was 
that the handler is there to 
showcase the dog—it does 
not matter whether you’re 
wearing a $2,000 suit or a 
$20 business-casual outfit, 
you should be neatly dressed 
and make sure that the dog 
is the primary focus in the 
ring—not you. Your job is 
to be as invisible as possible 
and to make sure your dog 
is happy, and that you are 
exhibiting their best quali-
ties as well as moving them 
according to what your stan-
dard calls for in movement. 

The handler should be 
invisible, and the dog should 
be who everyone is looking 
at. You need to focus on 
your dog!

Do not hover over your 
dog, do not block other 

http://www.bsca.info
http://www.bsca.info
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to see a good attitude come 
from your dog. They do not 
want to see statues. Let your 
dog sparkle and shine, and 
let him convey to the judge 
that he is the dog who the 
judge should be looking at 
and selecting! 

—Dana B. Mackonis, 
cachetnoir@yahoo.com
American Belgian 

Tervuren Club

Briards 
THE PASSWORD IS 
SOCIALIZATION

Briards are sweet pup-
pies who will never 

realize their potential with-
out rigorous socialization. 
A phrase often connected 
with them, though not in the 
Briard standard, is “a heart 
wrapped in fur.” It is cred-
ited to French international 
actress, model, and singer 
Brigitte Bardot. Ms. Bardot 
had many Briards during 
her well-to-do upbringing. 
Her love of dogs inspired 
her to become one of 
Europe’s most prominent 
animal-rights activists after 
she retired in 1973. As I 

write this, she was about to 
celebrate her 90th birthday 
on September 28.

That’s a nice piece of 
trivia, but let’s be clear: 
Briards will not be hearts 
wrapped in anything 
unless a new puppy owner 
understands that Briards 
are not self-socializing 
dogs. Historically, Briards 

are working, herding, and 
guarding dogs. These are 
genetic traits in Briards 
and are what make their 
intelligence and trainability 
so great. Because Briards 
possess a discriminating 
instinct and strong sense 
to protect their “flock” 
(family), they must be pur-
posefully socialized.

Briard

mailto:cachetnoir%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.abtc.org
http://www.abtc.org




DECEMBER 2024AKC GAZETTE 92

HERDING GROUP

shyness could be because of 
hormones. You remember 
what it was like to mature. 
Think about how inse-
cure you felt in junior high 
school. That could be how 
your dog feels. If your ado-
lescent Briard starts to back 
or run away from things that 
scare him, try to help him 
relax and feel playful.

Socialization includes how 
your dog reacts to people 
who come to your home. 
Be sure to invite people into 
your home. This will help 
your Briard become more 
confident. 

The big surprise will be 
that after all the work, you 
will have a wonderful dog 
and a best friend. You will 
want to do more with your 
dog, such as train and par-
ticipate in AKC events. It 
will not only provide your 
Briard with a rich and stim-
ulating life, but also you will 
meet great people along the 
way. These folks will become 
your lifelong friends. 

Briard News
The 2024 Briard Club of 

America national specialty 

was held on August 18 in 
Sturbridge, Massachusetts. 
Judge Stephanie Hedgepath 
awarded Best of Breed 
to GCh.B Popsakadoo 
Deja Vu Slave to Fashion. 
Erté is owned by Martha 
Timlin, Dominique Dubé 
and Terry Miller, and was 
bred by Dominique Dubé 
and Terry Miller and han-
dled by Regina Keiter. The 
results for all the events at 
the weeklong specialty are 
available at http://www.bri-
ardclubofamerica.org

—Debra S. Park,
Debrapark7@gmail.com
Briard Club of America

Canaan Dogs 
CANAAN DOGS AND GRIEF 

Death is a part of life, a 
fact that we must face 

at one time or another in our 
own existence. It is those left 
behind who must cope with 
that inevitable truth when 
a beloved friend or family 
member, human or pet, 
passes away. 

Humans have many ways 
to reconcile their loss, such 
as through the support of 

family and friends, counsel-
ing, and so forth. But what 
of pets, particularly dogs? 
Some people will insist that 
dogs don’t feel emotions like 
humans do. However, dog 
owners, especially Canaan 
Dog owners, have a di�er-
ent opinion. 

Canaans have a strong 
pack hierarchy retained 
from their desert origins, 
with their human owner as 
overall leader and the dom-
inant male or bitch as head 
of the canine contingent. 
One owner whose male was 
diagnosed with subcutane-
ous hemangiosarcoma and 
in much pain had her vet 
come to her home to help 
his passing. The dog was 
let out in his front yard to 
survey his territory one last 
time while the owner and 
vet sat on a blanket, then 
he came to lay his head in 
his owner’s lap and was 
released from his pain. At 
that moment of passing, the 
house and kennel Canaans 
began to howl as if they 
could feel his spirit leaving. 

Another owner who also 
euthanized her alpha male 

http://www.briardclubofamerica.org
http://www.briardclubofamerica.org
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http://www.briardclubofamerica.org
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at home let her remaining 
three Canaans into the room 
to view and smell the body, 
but they were more inter-
ested in the vet’s presence 
than that of their departed 
canine leader. However, 
the littermate to the male 
later spent the entire eve-
ning lying on the exact spot 
where her brother passed 
away—the one and only 
time she laid there. 

Even in Canaan packs of 
only two dogs, the grief in 
the surviving member is 
pronounced. One owner 

who recently had to put 
down her bitch subse-
quently had to deal with the 
bitch’s housemate, a slightly 
younger male, who cried on 
and o� and was sad look-
ing, unusually fussy in his 
habits, and alternately rest-
less and lethargic for many 
weeks thereafter. In another 
instance, a Canaan owner 
reported that when she took 
her elderly bitch to the vet 
for the final time, she found 
that her male Canaan had 
climbed into the bitch’s bed, 
and he stayed there for some 

time, very quiet and sad 
looking. 

It is not uncommon that a 
Canaan owner who loses a 
dog soon acquires another 
Canaan to be company for 
the sometimes still-grieving 
survivor. 

What of a dog’s grief for 
his or her owner? Are dogs 
picking up on one human’s 
grief for another human, 
or is it their own true grief? 
The answer to that is the lat-
ter—not only for Canaans, 
but other breeds, as shown 
by the well-known example 
of Greyfriars Bobby, the 
19th-century Skye Terrier 
who stayed by his owner’s  
grave for 14 years in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, until 
his own death. 

A Canaan example is 
from my own experience 
when my father unexpect-
edly passed away, and on 
our first visit to my parent’s 
home, my male went imme-
diately to the family room 
and laid his head on my 
father’s recliner. Even though 
he was more bonded to me 
than my dad, he stayed there 
for most of the time, leaving 

Canaan Dog
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it only to eat, go outside, and 
sleep with me. 

So, in answer to those 
skeptics, yes, Canaans do 
grieve, whether the pack 
member is human or canine. 

Thanks to the following 
owners (and Canaans) for 
their anecdotes: Christina 
Miller (Pocket), Catherine 
Oskow (Mazel and Tovah), 
Denise Gordon (Wolf), 
Norma and Tom Woolf 
(Promise and Banner), 
and Carrie Franz-Cabrera 
(Nathan, Della, Ziva, and 
Maccabee). —Denise A. 
Gordon, 2017

Canaan Dog Club of 
America

Cardigan Welsh Corgis
WHAT ABOUT THAT FRONT?

Cardigan breeders and 
breeder-judges often 

say, “The front is the hall-
mark of the breed.” Yet the 
breed’s front seems to be the 
part that is the most di�cult 
to “get.”

The correct Cardigan front 
is not out at the elbows; the 
ankles don’t collapse inward; 
the paws shouldn’t turn 

out beyond 30 degrees; the 
chest is not flat between the 
legs; the legs are not straight 
and set far apart. The 
prosternum is not flat, the 
shoulders are not straight, 
and the prosternum and 
the elbows should not be so 
close together that the dog 
sets up over himself. The 
ribcage should not be flat. 

The correct Cardigan 
front has a wrap that cradles  
a well let-down chest. The 
chest should fit into your 
cupped hand with an obvi-
ous rounded point; we in 
the breed refer to this as 
an inverted egg. The pas-
terns should be sturdy and 
relatively short. The paws 
should remain within the 30 
degrees suggested for ideal 
turnout. The prosternum 
should be pronounced, like 
the prow of a ship, and the 
distance between the pros-
ternum and elbow should 
make up approximately one-
third of the body length. 

The shoulder and upper 
arm are supposed to be set 
at an approximate right 
angle, with good layback, 
and the flowing neck ties 

into the shoulders behind 
the elbows. Ideally, the 
upper and lower arms are of 
equal length. The rib-spring 
should be rounded and 
generous. The deep chest 
should flow in a curve up to 
the ribcage, blending easily.

In motion, from the side, a 
correct front allows for good 
reach. The forward-back 
rotation of the shoulder 
will show equal reach and 
matching extension under 
the ribs. In motion, from the 
front, the legs tend toward 
one another as if to sin-
gle-track but are too short to 
actually do so. 

Movement should be 
clean coming, with sturdy 
legs; short pasterns aid the 
appearance of strength and 
correctness. Legs should 
neither be too close nor 
too wide, and without pro-
nounced twist at the ankles. 
Leg bone should be mod-
erate but appear sturdy 
enough to match the mass 
of the body. And while the 
Cardigan front carries more 
weight and mass than the 
rear, it should not be so 
heavy as to mimic muscle- 

http://www.cdca.org
http://www.cdca.org


https://cardigancorgis.com/cwcca/
https://cardigancorgis.com/cwcca/


DECEMBER 2024AKC GAZETTE 96

HERDING GROUP

AK
C 

M
U

SE
U

M
 O

F 
TH

E 
D

O
G

If the potential home has 
never had a pet before, you 
really have to ask questions 
and be persistent in details.

As an example, simply 
answering yes to “Do you 
have a fenced yard?” might 
be too broad a response. 

What kind of fence, how 
tall is it, is it completely 
enclosed, or is it near a busy 
road are all additional things 
to ask. 

I know breeders who guilt-
ily confess to using Google 
Maps as a resource to see 

where a house is situated, 
but they shouldn’t feel 
guilty. If there is no fenced 
yard, how are they going 
to exercise the dog? If they 
work, where will the dog be 
during the day, where will 
he be when you are home, 
where will he sleep at night? 

Recently a breeder sold a 
puppy to a family with three 
children all under 6 years 
old. No fenced yard, and 
a spouse who works long 
hours. The family thought 
they could handle it, but 
now as the puppy is get-
ting older and bigger, they 
have second thoughts about 
keeping the dog. 

Would you sell a puppy 
to them? Would you sell 
a puppy to someone who 
works nine hours a day, 
where the dog is crated all 
day (sometimes even when 
it’s work from home) and 
then again for another eight 
hours at night? How about 
an elderly person?

Show dogs—that’s a tricky 
topic. Our breed requires 
coat and condition, roughs 
and smooths both. We used 
to call puppies who grew 

Collie: Ch. Seedley Sterling, Ferdinand Sinet (1862–1947)
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up in the kitchen “linoleum 
legs” because they never got 
enough exercise to develop 
proper muscle and joints. 
So how is your puppy buyer 
going to raise a show pros-
pect? Is the dog going to live 
in a kennel, or be part of the 
family? I’ve seen some beau-
tiful kennels, but in these 
the dogs live separate from 
the home and family. What 
it takes to reach their poten-
tial should be discussed and 
understood before selling a 
show prospect.

We can’t know everything, 
but we should try to find out 
as much as possible. We’ve 
all misjudged, hopefully 
rarely and in ways not too 
serious, but the bottom line 
is you can’t gather too much 
information. 

There is also the dilemma 
of getting a referral from 
someone whose opinion you 
either don’t trust or believe. 
Try to find out more; we’re 
a small community, after all. 
Agreements and contracts 
are not a bad thing! They 
are opportunities for the 
breeder to review expecta-
tions and sends the message 

to buyers (as in the right of 
first refusal) that you care 
about the well-being of your 
dogs. They may even help 
you think about your poli-
cies and what is important. 

The well-being of the dog 
should be the priority in any 
sale. Some have minimum 
requirements, and others 
may have pretty strict crite-
ria, but it should always be 
about the best life we can 
give the dogs we bring into 
this world. 
—Marianne Sullivan, 
Charlottesville, Va.

millknock1@gmail.com
Collie Club of America 

German Shepherd Dogs
TO SPEED OR NOT TO SPEED

The German Shepherd 
Dog was originally 

developed as a dog to be 
used in tending stock. 
Unlike many other herding 
breeds, the shepherd was 
designed to keep stock in a 
graze area by patrolling in 
a steady, quiet manner. The 
breed then morphed into a 
breed prized by the military 
and law enforcement for a 

variety of tasks, including 
patrol and detection work.

With the correct nerves 
and temperament, there is no 
end to the work or sport in 
which this breed can excel.

Because German 
Shepherds were developed 
for long, tiring tasks, the 
dogs’ movement is critical. 

The opening statements of 
the standard are among my 
personal favorite descriptors 
of the breed. Descriptors 
like strong, full of life, and 
having the appearance of 
nimbleness are just a few. 

The German Shepherd 
should be eager and alert—
both fit and willing to serve 
in many capacities. A har-
monious, balanced side gait 
is then described in detail. 
The movement should be 
sound, elastic, and smooth. 
E�ciency and a lack of 
wasted motion are high-
lighted as desired.

Somewhere along the way, 
it became fashionable to 
show extreme, exaggerated 
movement in the show ring. 
There was a trend toward 
dogs who were over- 
angulated, particularly in 

mailto:millknock1%40gmail.com?subject=
https://collieclubofamerica.org
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mailto:kbethwt%40yahoo.com?subject=
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2. It is never a “sugges-
tion” for the dog to come 
when called; it is mandatory. 
If your dog blows you o�, go 
and get him. The corrections 
must communicate the right 
response, not punish.

3. Practice, practice, and 
then practice some more. 

Recall games are a great 
way to get this practice. You 
could make up your own 
games, but some examples 
are described below. In any 
of these you are the key fac-
tor and must be the most 
exciting thing out there for 
you dog. You need to be 
happy, smile, and jazz it up 
so your dog reads your body 
language as “my human is 
really happy.”

Treat recall—Have two 
treats. Show the dog one, 
and then throw it out a few 
feet. As soon as he gets it, 
call him back for the second 
one. When he gets back and 
gets the second treat, it’s 
happy time with your dog. 

If you have to, start with 
the dog on a lead so you reel 
him in on the recall. As you 
and the dog progress, you 
can increase the distance and 

add distractions of some sort. 
Two-person recall—This 

requires two people, each 
with a supply of treats of 
some sort. With the dog 
beside him or her, that per-
son says “Go see (name of 
other person).” At the same 
time this person says “(Dog’s 
name), come.” When the dog 
arrives, it’s happy time once 
more. 

As with the previous exer-
cise, initially a line can be 
passed back and forth to 
bring the dog to the person. 
Then as the back and forths 
become more solid, the dis-
tances can be increased. 

You can also have other 
people alternate with the sec-
ond person or begin to add 
other distractions.

Hide-and-seek recall—This 
is a twist on the game you 
played as a child. Have 
someone distract the dog 
while you go hide some-
where within voice range. 
Once you are hidden, call 
the dog. When it finds you 
there is a treat and more 
happy time with you.

Restrained recall—Have 
someone hold the dog for 

a couple seconds as you 
call. As soon as the person 
feels the dog strain to come, 
the person simply lets go, 
without a push. You then 
welcome the dog when he 
reaches you.

“Chase me” recall—Find a 
large, open area, and have 
two or more toys. Play with 
one of the toys, then toss 
it. When the dog gets to 
it, turn and run, shaking 
the second toy and calling 
the dog as you go. When 
the dog catches up to you, 
engage to establish the 
recall and then throw the 
second toy. Repeat until 
you are winded.

There are other games 
you can try. The idea is to 
keep practicing, making the 
recalls more challenging, 
but always making them fun 
for your dog. In the end you 
want to instill the automatic 
response to come when 
called. Doing so could avoid 
a disaster or even save your 
dog’s life.  

—Joe Schlitt,
wylecotejs@earthlink.net
Old English Sheepdog 

Club of America

mailto:wylecotejs%40earthlink.net?subject=
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org
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Pembroke Welsh Corgis 
A NEW ILLUSTRATED 
STANDARD

The Pembroke Welsh 
Corgi Club of America 

(PWCCA) first published 
An Illustrated Standard of 
the Pembroke Welsh Corgi 
in 1975. It was in black and 
white and contained line 
drawings to illustrate var-
ious parts of the standard 
as well as faults. The poem 
“Corgi Fantasy” written by 
Anne Biddlecombe in 1946 
appears in the beginning of 
the booklet. Famed artist 
and Pembroke fancier Tasha 
Tudor provided some draw-
ings to illustrate the poem. 
The poem provides some 
speculation about the ori-
gins of this charming breed.

Technological changes in 
printing brought about The 
New Illustrated Standard of 
the Pembroke Welsh Corgi in 
2000. This publication was 
in full color and used color 
photographs of outstanding 
specimens of the breed. The 
same Pembroke drawings 
were used, along with newer 
computer-generated images 
to show important points 

such as too long in loin or 
a poor front. Black-and-
white photos of champion 
Pembrokes who earned top 
titles in obedience, tracking, 
herding, and agility showed 
the versatility of the breed.

Almost 25 years later, it 
was felt it was time to revisit 
the illustrated standard. 
Once again, The Illustrated 
Standard of the Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi New Edition 
2024 is in full color, with 
outstanding specimens of 
the breed used throughout. 
The focus of this publica-
tion is on educating current 
and prospective judges and 
serious fanciers about the 
salient features of the breed. 

While elements of the 
preceding two publications 
remain, there are definite 
changes.

In an interview with 
Judges Education Chair 
Betsey Orman, she said that 
the committee decided there 
were four main objectives in 
creating the revision: 

With the use of new and 
sophisticated photo apps, 
to update Photoshopped 
images; include and empha-

size the breed’s functional 
history and how it relates to 
the moderate dog our stan-
dard describes; provide clear 
judging priorities, particu-
larly for judges coming from 
other breeds; and finally, 
condense and refocus away 
from fanciful stories, amus-
ing as they are, and not 
spend time on explanations 
of aspects or attributes that 
any judge should know 
(what a scissors bite looks 
like, for example) but 
rather hone in on aspects 
that make a Pembroke a 
Pembroke. 

Besides Betsey, commit-
tee members were Carrie 
Chase, Terry Hansen, 
Yolanda Lininger, Vince 
Savioli, Deborah Shindle, 
Patsy Smith, and Marian 
Your. 

I asked about the pro-
cess used to create the 
2024 edition. At the outset, 
the committee decided to 
always relate every point 
back to the breed standard. 
Many longtime fanciers 
will remember hearing, and 
some present-day judges 
and exhibitors still feel, that 





http://www.pwcca.org
http://www.pwcca.org
mailto:TifflynLDM%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.pwcca.org
http://www.pwcca.org
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https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/about-the-akc-nohs/
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/about-the-akc-nohs/
https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/ohs/points_ranking/
https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/ohs/points_ranking/
https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/ohs/points_ranking/
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/akc-nohs-point-scale-and-ribbon-colors
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https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/akc-nohs-point-scale-and-ribbon-colors
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/akc-nohs-point-scale-and-ribbon-colors
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/akc-nohs-point-scale-and-ribbon-colors
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Shetland Sheepdogs
COAT AND COLOR

Why is the first impres-
sion of your Shetland 

Sheepdog’s entrance in the 
ring only worth five points 
on the standard’s point 
value? 

The crowning glory of 
every dog is its coat. A 
Sheltie in proper condition 
and coat will have a coat 
that enhances the balance 
and proportions of the dog. 

The five points isn’t about 
abundance. What’s more 
important than a big, full 
coat? The texture, fit, and 
color. Bigger is not better in 
this case. This is not a con-
test for the most coat.

The phrases from the 
standard that I would like to 
focus on are:

“The coat should be dou-
ble, the outer coat consisting 
of long, straight, harsh hair; 
the undercoat short, furry, 
and so dense as to give the 
entire coat its ‘stando�’ 
quality. … Mane and frill 
should be abundant, and 
particularly impressive in 
males. … Faults—Coat 
short or flat in whole or in 

part, wavy, curly, soft or 
silky. Lack of undercoat, 
smooth-coated specimens.”

A double coat must have 
both required types of 
coat in order to be correct. 
Without the furry under-
coat, lifting the outer coat 
or guard hair, you cannot 
determine if the dog dis-
plays the correct shape and 
fit of the coat to the body. 
The stando� quality should 
reveal to you if the coat 
enhances the correct shape 
of the correct proportioned 
Sheltie. A Sheltie with no 
undercoat or lacking under-
coat will not display this 
correct balance.

Shelties frequently carry 
excess coat, and the current 
trend is the sculpting of the 
desired shape by carefully 
trimming the body coat. 

Our standard specifically 
states that excess hair on the 
ears, feet, and hocks may 
be trimmed for the show 
ring. Don’t let the current 
style of grooming lead you 
to believe the structure of 
the dog is better than your 
hands reveal and your eyes 
determine.

Males carry a much more 
abundant coat than bitches 
usually carry. If a bitch has 
the correct double coat with 
harsh outer coat that fits her, 
then the decision between 
the two needs to be based 
on other criteria, because 
her coat is correct for her.

There is a factor of the 
correct coat that is most 
pleasing. Send a Sheltie 
out to play in fresh snow 
or a light mist of rain, and 
watch the coat respond to 
the moisture in the snow 
and the air. The weather 
will enhance the stando�, 
water-shedding quality of 
the correct coat. Soft, wavy, 
or silky Sheltie coat will soak 
in the water and not protect 
the dog while working in 
inclement weather. So lack 
of undercoat and guard hair 
adversely a�ects the dog’s 
ability to work comfortably 
in bad weather.

I have never seen in 
person a smooth-coated 
Sheltie, but I did see an old 
picture of a dog that was 
supposed to be a smooth-
coated Sheltie. It did not 
look like a bitch completely 
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seem to be past history, with 
many more dogs from such 
breedings being shown and 
finished.

Do we want judges to 
judge to just part of our 
standard, like heads and 
shoulders, or maybe gait, 
but when it comes to coat 
and color they can stretch 
their interpretation? I want 
judges who apply all of the 
standard to the entry. 

We have a beautiful breed 
that draws attention every-
where they go. We have 
taken the mantle of pro-
tecting it according to the 
standard.

—Janice M. Leonard, 
ASSA Life Member

American Shetland 
Sheepdog Association 

Swedish Vallhunds
ANIMAL MADNESS—AND 
HUMAN MADNESS 

I recently read Animal 
Madness: How Anxious 

Dogs, Compulsive Parrots 
and Elephants in Recovery 
Help Us Understand 
Ourselves, by Laurel 
Braitman. This book came 

to me from a dear friend 
knowing of my interest in 
anthropomorphism (pro-
jecting human traits onto 
animals) and having read 
my March 2024 gazette 
breed column. She said it 
would perhaps be material 
for another column—and 
here we are!

From the carefully crafted 
introduction to Max, “the 
schizo donkey,” and Oliver, 
the rehomed Bernese 
Mountain Dog who exhib-
ited extreme fear, anxiety, 
and compulsions, the lan-
guage of this book indicated 
an approachable and reader- 
friendly text, more than an 
intensely scientific treatment 
of animal behavior. 

Oliver’s story comes from 
a very personal place—he 
was the author’s dog.

When Braitman and her 
husband moved to their 
first apartment, they wanted 
a dog. Put o� by the cost 
of a purebred, especially 
high to a young couple just 
beginning their professional 
careers, they were thrilled 
to find Oliver, a 4-year-
old Bernese Mountain 

Dog being rehomed by his 
breeder. 

“Free to a good home ...” 
Famous last words. The 
author and her husband 
were so blinded by being 
able to adopt a purebred 
dog that they missed or 
ignored many pieces of 
information that should 
have been red flags. They 
didn’t ask questions that 
might have changed their 
minds. 

Both puppy buyers and 
breeders may well fall prone 
to the same shortcoming. 
Getting the scarce puppy 
(“Oh, he’s a very rare 
color!”) or believing pro-
spective owners (“We grew 
up with dogs. We always had 
dogs when I was a kid.”) 
does not mean that the 
match is fated to work (or 
that it is not).

As Oliver’s obsessive 
behavior worsened (at one 
point, he had chewed a hole 
the size of a tennis ball at 
the base of his tail), other 
troubling behaviors began 
emerging as well. The cou-
ple’s struggle to help Oliver 
led the author, a Ph.D. in 

https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org
https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/19150957/AKC-Gazette-March-rev-2024.pdf




https://www.swedishvallhund.com/
https://www.swedishvallhund.com/


DECEMBER 2024AKC GAZETTE 117

ATTENTION DELEGATES

NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates will be 

held at the Rosen Centre Hotel, Orlando, 

FL on Friday, December 13, 2024, 

beginning no earlier than 10:30 a.m. It will 

follow the Delegate Forum which will begin 

at 9:00 a.m.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Cheyenne Kennel Club

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS

Sylvia Arrowwood, Moncks Corner, SC, 

Clarksville Kennel Club

Krista Beal, Boyds, MD, 

Labrador Retriever Club

Cathy Eke, Knightstown, IN, 

Chicago Bulldog Club

Vicki Gray, La Habra, CA, 

Havanese Club of America

Marilyn Jacobs, Travis AFB, CA, 

Norwich Terrier Club of America

Andrew I. Kalmanash, Stamford, CT, 

Big Apple Working Group Club 

Lawrence Letsche, DVM, Ann Arbor, MI, 

Detroit Kennel Club

Cheryl Maass, Goodyear, AZ, 

Scottsdale Dog Fanciers Association

Click here to read the 
December 2024 issue!
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hautek9@gmail.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Papillons, 
Pekingese, Poodles, Pugs, French Bulldogs

Ms. Mary Faeth (101477) CA
(530) 210-7791
spinfandel@yahoo.com
Afghan Hounds, Bloodhounds, Grand 
Bassets Gri�ons Vendeens, Greyhounds, 
Irish Wolfhounds, Norwegian Elkhounds, 
Petits Bassets Gri�ons Vendeens, Pharaoh 
Hounds, Plott Hounds, Salukis, Scottish 
Deerhounds, Whippets

Mrs. Debra Ferguson-Jones (95483) WA
(425) 228-9750
debrafergusonjones@gmail.com
Bracci Italiani, Labrador Retrievers, Clum-
ber Spaniels, Wirehaired Pointing Gri�ons

Brenda Fontanos (111809) OR
(541) 405-6896
cuddleums@gmail.com
Finnish Spitz, Lhasa Apsos, Lowchen, 
Poodles, Shiba Inu

Ms. Dawn Gabig (103897) NC
(660) 342-6555
dawngabig@gmail.com
Australian Shepherds, Cardigan Welsh 
Corgis, Miniature American Shepherds, 
Norwegian Buhunds, Pembroke Welsh 
Corgis, Pulik, Pyrenean Shepherds, Swed-
ish Vallhunds

Mrs. Christine Goodin (113467) VA
(804) 310-5203
deelittlepoms@aol.com
A�enpinschers, Chihuahuas, Russian Toys, 

Silky Terriers
Mrs. Sandra Pretari Hickson (50017) CA

(650) 346-9912
sandra.pretarihickson@gmail.com
Airedale Terriers, American Hairless Terri-
ers, Glen of Imaal Terriers, Lakeland Ter-
riers, Norfolk Terriers, Norwich Terriers, 
Parson Russell Terriers, Rat Terriers, Soft 
Coated Wheaten Terriers, Welsh Terriers

Jody (Jo Ann) Hill (112835) FL
(407) 353-6275
findjody2@gmail.com
Whippets

Ms. Robin A. Hug (67358) CO
(303) 717-1702
robinahug@gmail.com
Cirnechi dell'Etna, Ibizan Hounds, Treeing 
Walker Coonhounds, Beaucerons, Cardi-
gan Welsh Corgis, Swedish Vallhunds

Mrs. Stephanie Kaul (110173) CA
(408) 242-7990
stephanie@kauls.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Pomeranians

Mr. John S. Lucas (7444) TX
(512) 422-2625
john.lucas@zambar.net
American Water Spaniels, Boykin Spaniels, 
Field Spaniels, Irish Water Spaniels, Sussex 
Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani, Australian Cattle 
Dogs, Collies

Mr. James A. Moses (93094) GA
(770) 329-4868
jmoses0924@aol.com
Balance Sporting Group (Barbets, Bracci 
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AKC OFFICES AT 101 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK, NY 
NOVEMBER 11-12, 2024

The Board convened on Monday, November 
11, 2024, at 8:00 a.m. Eastern Time.

All Directors were present in the New 
York o�ce except for Ms. Biddle, who 
participated via video conference. The 
Executive Secretary, the Chief Operating 
O�cer, and the Chief Financial O�cer 
were also present.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Sprung called an EXECUTIVE 
SESSION to discuss business matters. 
Nothing was reported out of this session.
      
Legal Update
The Board reviewed the Legal Department 
update as of October 2024.

CMS Upgrade Project
Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events; 
Keith Frazier, EVP Business Support 
Services; Torraine Williams, Director of 
Engineering; and Ian Hennigan, Sports 

and Events Project Manager participated 
in this portion of the meeting via video 
conference.
 
The purpose of the CMS Upgrade Project 
is to provide a comprehensive system which 
enables all users to collaboratively exchange 
information to e�ciently manage their 
involvement with AKC sports and events. 
Sta� provided a status update.
 
There are 13 projects that have been or will 
deploy in 2024. Examples include:

•	 Added all existing titles to the Title 
Application Portal

•	 Identify Package Shows
o	Allowing for better communication 

and coordination of Cluster Events.
•	 Upgraded Judge Panel Management 

(JPM) System
o	Added improved history/audit of 

judge changes so clubs and superin-
tendents can track changes to Judge 
Panels.

o	Assist clubs in finding replacement 
judges in overload situations or due 
to cancellations.

•	 Fast CAT® logic check of speeds
o	Automatically catching errors in 

electronically results submitted by 
Event Secretaries.

•	 Club Relations Portal
o	More e�cient and communitive 

management of new club applica-
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recording in the Foundation Stock 
Service® (FSS®) program with a Non-
Sporting designation in October 2020. 
The Alaskan Klee Kai Club of America 
has met the Recognition of New Breeds 
Board Policy requirements, approved in 
February 2017. Requirements include 
an active Parent Club, with serious and 
expanding breeding activity over a wide 
geographic area and documented club 
activity.

Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, 
seconded by Dr. Battaglia, the Board 
VOTED (unanimously) to approve the 
Alaskan Klee Kai for advancement to the 
Miscellaneous Class, e�ective June 25, 
2025.

Staffordshire Bull Terrier Proposed Breed 
Standard Revision
The Sta�ordshire Bull Terrier Club of 
America, Inc. (SBTCA) has submit-
ted a proposed revision to the Color and 
Disqualifications sections of the breed 
standard. The current Sta�ordshire Bull 
Terrier breed standard was approved 
November 14, 1989. 

Sta� recommends the Board approve the 
proposed revision for publication for com-
ment in the December 2024 Secretary’s 
Page of the AKC Gazette.

Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, sec-
onded by Mr. Sweetwood, the Board 
VOTED (unanimously) to publish the 
proposed changes for comment in the 
December 2024 Secretary’s Page of the 
AKC Gazette.

New Breed for Foundation Stock Service® 
– Canadian Eskimo Dog
The Board was advised that the Foundation 
Stock Service (FSS) Committee recently 
approved a petition for the Canadian 
Eskimo Dog to be accepted into the FSS 
program.

The Canadian Eskimo Dog is known to 
have been resident in the Arctic for at least 
four thousand years. The Thule People 
first bred the Canadian Eskimo Dog. The 
people of the Thule originally resided 
in Alaska in 500AD, and later Nunavut, 
Canada. The Canadian Eskimo Dog or 
Canadian Inuit Dog as it is known in 
Canada is a large breed of Arctic dog. It is 
one of North America’s oldest purebred 
indigenous dogs. The dogs were used 
by the migrant Inuit people as sled dogs 
to pull their homes and sled’s laden with 
their spoils from hunting. They were also 
used to hunt, hold at bay polar bears and 
in some cases for their fur. There are still 
people that use these dogs in the tradi-
tional ways as transport across the frozen 
arctic tundra but mostly teams are used 
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for research and expedition trips.

AKC Museum of the Dog – Traffic Update
Based on Board discussion in October, 
Sta� was asked to obtain the AKC 
Museum of the Dog’s attendance data 
since the Museum opened in NYC. The 
information was presented via memo. 

AKC Communications Q3 Report
Brandi Hunter Munden participated in this 
portion of the meeting. 

AKC Communications department media 
coverage totals and activity highlights.
TOTALS: Clips Evaluated in Q3: 
6,302 (+7% from 5,890 in 2023)
Q3 Totals Comparison of Year Clips 
Evaluated
2021 4,754
2022 5,852
2023 5,890
2024 6,302

Q3 PERFORMANCE HIGHLIGHTS
•	 5.18% increase in media relations and 

press coverage in Mandarin language 
and Spanish language publications (vs. 
4.25% in 2023)

•	 12% increase in the media visibility of 
our Chief Veterinary O�cer (vs. 11% 
in 2023)

•	 Maintained a 94.41% positivity rating 
(on par 94.1% in 2023)

•	 Increased McClatchy pick up (up to 
over 700 newspapers weekly) (on par 
with 2023)

•	 12.3 % increase media coverage of 
AKC A�liates (AKC Reunite, AKC 
MoD, AKC Humane Fund and AKC 
CHF) (vs. 12.9% in 2023)

AKC Education Q3 Review
Ashley Jacot participated in this portion of 
the meeting.

AKC Canine College
In Q3, the AKC Canine College developed 
and published 5 new courses, adding 41 
modules to the catalog. The Learning 
Management System (LMS) now hosts 
465 courses, totaling 1,123 modules.

Breed-Specific Courses
In Q3, four new breed-specific courses 
were launched, bringing the total to 78 
available on AKC Canine College.

Breeder Education Courses and Exams
39 breeder courses, webinars, and exams 
are now available on AKC Canine College. 
In Q3, the third section in a series of new 
Breeder Education courses optimized by 
Kyle Trail, and reviewed by Dr. Jerry Klein 
and Dr. Carrie Thurber, began devel-
opment, with five of the eight modules 
reviewed. The three remaining modules are 
currently under review or in development.
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Capitol on September 17, 2024. The 
focus of the event was to familiarize law-
makers and congressional sta� with AKC 
leadership in responsible canine policy 
and the many exceptional things AKC 
does for dogs and responsible dog own-
ership. Highlights of the day and event 
included: 

Congressman David Rouzer (NC) intro-
duced U.S. House Resolution 541 honoring 
the AKC for the contributions it makes to 
the wellbeing of dogs. 

Dennis Sprung, AKC President & 
CEO and Sheila Go�e, AKC VP 
Government Relations presented the AKC 
2024 Legislator of the Year Award to 
Congressman G.T. Thompson (PA-15). 

Throughout the day, several dogs, and their 
owners/ handlers – along with represen-
tatives from AKC – participated in meet-
ings with members of the U.S. House and 
Senate and their sta�. 

The evening reception at the U.S. Capitol 
featured a “mini” Meet the Breeds with 
specially selected representatives from each 
of the seven groups, and extensive informa-
tion about AKC and the achievements of 
the organization. Evening reception speak-
ers included Congressman GT Thompson 
(PA) and Don Davis (NC). 

The successful event brought positive 
attention to AKC, and provides benefits 
in terms of reputation, access, and policy 
impact on issues of crucial importance to 
AKC, the sport, and dogs in general. 

Government Relations (GR) Update Third 
Quarter 2024
AKC GR Sta� has been monitoring more 
than 1,700 legislative bills that could impact 
responsible dog ownership, the health and 
wellbeing of dogs, the rights of dog owners, 
and/or the interests of the sport and The 
American Kennel Club.

To date, AKC GR has published 209 
legislative alerts delivered via geo-targeted 
emails to impacted constituents, the AKC 
GR legislative action center, and social 
media.

Many state legislatures met early and 
adjourned following short sessions this 
election year. At the federal level, the key 
areas of focus in the third quarter focus 
remained the federal “Farm Bill”, a must 
pass quinquennial (every five years) con-
gressional funding reauthorization for U.S. 
Agricultural programs that typically serves 
as a vehicle for a broad range of federal 
canine legislation.

AKC GR is monitoring more than 450 
pending proposed regulations (administra-

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-resolution/1451/text?s=1&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22American+Kennel+Club%22%7D
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unbenched
•	 the exact location of the show
•	 the date or dates on which it is to be 

held
•	 the times of opening and closing of the 

show 
Notification must be printed in the 
Premium List only if the club is not o�er-
ing the three-point major to the Reserve 
Winners at the National Specialty. 
Notification must be printed in the 
Premium List for independent specialties 
and/or all-breed shows which do not o�er 
any competitive classes beyond Best of 
Breed only if neutered dogs and spayed 
bitches are allowed to compete in Brace, 
Team, Veterans and/or any other single 
entry non-regular classes.
All-Breed Conformation events whose entries 
are limited must have a defined date and time 
for the opening of entries that is to be prom-
inently displayed in the premium list. For 
these events, the premium list is required to be 
published at least 72 hours prior to the accep-
tance of entries. 

JUDGING OPERATIONS
Tim Thomas, VP of Conformation, 
and Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & 
Events, participated in this portion of the 
meeting.

Judging Approval Process – Appeals
The Board approved Judging Approval 

Process provides the requirements and pro-
cedures associated with the approval of 
Conformation dog show judges. The policy 
specifies an applicant or judge’s right to 
appeal specific components related to the 
policy.

Sta� recommends that the Board take no 
action to modify the Judging Approval 
Process to require all appeals to be submit-
ted to the Executive Secretary. 

Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, sec-
onded by Mrs. Wallin, the Board VOTED 
to approve the Sta�’s recommendation. 
(Opposed: Dr. Battaglia)

Mandatory Ramp Examination – Spanish 
Water Dog
The Spanish Water Dog Club of America 
(SWDCA) has requested that the Board 
of Directors mandate the use of a ramp for 
the examination of the Spanish Water Dog 
through all levels of Conformation compe-
tition. Currently, the Spanish Water Dog 
may be judged either on the ground or the 
ramp at the discretion of the judge.

Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, sec-
onded by Mr. Hamblin, the Board 
VOTED (unanimously) to add the Spanish 
Water Dog to the list of breeds required 
to be judged on the ramp through all lev-
els of conformation competition e�ective 
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February 26, 2025.

Judging Appeals
At the October Board meeting the Board 
asked Sta� to clarify how the di�erent 
appeal scenarios for Conformation Judges 
are managed.

The items subject to appeal are outlined 
in Board Policy and include the denial of 
any breed(s), a judge’s belief an Executive 
Field Representative has gone beyond the 
intent of the Judge Breed Commentary 
observations, the department’s remand-
ing of a judge to attend a Basic Judging 
Institute following consistent and habitual 
procedural issues, and the Board’s removal 
of a breed.

Per policy, the appeal must be filed 
in writing to the Judging Operations 
Department within 15 days of the letter 
of notification and requires the submis-
sion of a $50 Appeal fee. The appeal 
request must include the applicant’s rea-
sons for the appeal and why the denied 
breed(s) should be approved. Upon 
receipt, the department must review 
the reasons for appeal and determine 
within 15 days if any change should be 
made to its original decision. If yes, the 
a�ected breed(s) are granted, and the fee 
is returned. If the department decides no 
change should be made, a hearing before 

the Board Appeals Committee is sched-
uled pursuant to policy.

Stewards of Children Accommodations
At the Board’s October 2024 meeting 
a discussion ensued involving how to 
address those required by Board Policy 
to compete the Stewards of Children® 
course provided Darkness to Light® who 
have had individual experiences that make 
it di�cult or impossible to complete the 
course.

Sta� provided the company’s feedback and 
will implement their suggestions. 

CLUBS
Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events 
participated in this portion of the meet-
ing via videoconference and Lisa Cecin, 
Director of Club Relations, participated in 
this portion of the meeting in person.

REPORT ON MEMBER CLUB 
BYLAWS APPROVED IN 
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER
Anatolian Shepherd Dog Club of America 
(2010) 
Monterey Bay Dog Training Club, 
Watsonville, CA (1994) 
Nebraska Kennel Club, Omaha, NE 
(1937) 
Scottish Terrier Club of America (1921) 
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REPORT ON NEWLY LICENSED 
CLUBS APPROVED IN 
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER
Irish Wolfhound Association of Lake Erie; 
Fredonia, NY (including communities 
west to Erie, PA, east to Binghamton/
Interstate 81, south to New York/
Pennsylvania state line), 21 total house-
holds, 13 local.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION 
to discuss business matters. Nothing was 
reported out of this session.

COMPLIANCE
Bri Tesarz, Director of Compliance, par-
ticipated in this meeting portion via video 
conference.

(Final Board Disciplinary actions are 
reported on the Secretary’s Page.)

REGISTRATION DEVELOPMENT
Mark Dunn, EVP of Registration partici-
pated in this portion of the meeting. 

Pyrenean Mastiff Association of America 
Semen Bank
The Pyrenean Masti� Association of 
America (PMAA) requests that the AKC 
Board allow the registration of frozen 
semen litters wherein the frozen semen 
owner is a canine reproductive bank estab-

lished by the PMAA.

This request is in keeping with AKC 
Board Policy established in February 2017. 
Registration Sta� recommends approval of 
the request.

Following a motion by Mr. Hamblin, sec-
onded by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the PMAA’s 
request. 

The Board recessed at 5:22 p.m.

The Board Meeting reconvened on 
Tuesday, October 8, 2024, at 8:00 a.m. 
All Directors were present in the New 
York o�ce except for Ms. Biddle, who 
participated via video conference. The 
Executive Secretary, the Chief Operating 
O�cer, and the Chief Financial O�cer 
were also present.

MARKETING
Kirsten Bahlke, VP of Marketing; 
Jacqueline Taylor, Director of Marketing; 
and Brandi Hunter Munden, VP of Public 
Relations & Communications participated 
in this portion of the meeting. 

AKC Brand Campaign Update
The Board received an update on deliver-
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Xoloitzcuintli

American Eskimo 
Dog

Bichon Frise

Coton de Tulear

Boston Terrier Bulldog Chinese  
Shar-Pei

Chow Chow Dalmatian Finnish Spitz French Bulldog

Keeshond Lhasa Apso Löwchen Norwegian  
Lundehund

Poodle  
(Miniature)

Schipperke Poodle (Standard) Shiba Inu Tibetan Spaniel Tibetan Terrier

http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
https://www.usactc.org/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org/
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/norwegian-lundehund/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
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https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/shiba-inu/
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http://www.ttca-online.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/xoloitzcuintli/
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PARENT CLUB LINKS
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Finnish 
Lapphund

Australian  
Cattle Dog

Australian  
Shepherd

Bearded Collie Beauceron Belgian Laekenois

Belgian  
Malinois

Belgian Sheepdog Berger PicardBelgian Tervuren Bergamasco

Bouvier des 
Flandres

Briard Canaan Dog Cardigan Welsh 
Corgi

Collie (Rough) Collie (Smooth) Entlebucher 
Mountain Dog

German Shepherd 
Dog

Icelandic 
Sheepdog

Miniature American 
Shepherd

Lancashire Heeler Mudi Norwegian Buhund

Old English 
Sheepdog

Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi

Polish Lowland 
Sheepdog

Puli

Pyrenean 
Shepherd

Pumi

Shetland 
Sheepdog

Swedish  
Vallhund

Spanish Water Dog

Border Collie
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https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/belgian-laekenois/
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https://bordercolliesocietyofamerica.com
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/
http://cdca.org/
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http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
https://www.finnishlapphund.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org/
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https://www.mudi.us/
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http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pumiclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org/
https://www.swdclub.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/
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