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What's New in Government

Relations

On September 17, the American Kennel

Club® (AKC) proudly celebrated its

140th anniversary, honoring its

profound impact on the lives of dogs

and their owners. The milestone was

marked by illuminating the Helmsley

building in New York in vibrant blue and

hosting a special reception at the U.S.

Capitol for members of Congress and

Congressional staff featuring a mini

Meet the Breeds event. Among the

standout canine participants was

Mercedes, a German Shepherd known

for her victories at major dog shows,

including the AKC National

Championship and Westminster Kennel

Club.

READ MORE

 

 

AKC Celebrates 140 Years of

Being the Dog’s Champion

On September 17, the American Kennel

Club® (AKC) celebrated 140 years of

advancing and improving the lives of

dogs. In New York the Helmsley building

was lighted blue; and in Washington,

D.C., a reception at the U.S. Capitol

featured a mini Meet the Breeds with

blue-ribbon dog stars including AKC

National Championship and

Westminster Kennel Club Reserve Best

in Show German Shepherd Dog

Mercedes.

The Capitol event anchored a year of

ongoing efforts by AKC’s Government

Relations/Advocacy team to share the

accomplishments of the AKC in

advancing, protecting and preserving

more than 200 unique breeds of dogs,

as well as the wellbeing of all dogs and

the rights of responsible dog owners

and breeders.

READ MORE

 

 

 

Congressional Agriculture

Chair Provides Keynote for PA

Federation Annual Meeting

Congressman Glenn “GT” Thompson,

Chairman of the U.S. House Agriculture

Committee, provided the keynote

address to the recent Pennsylvania

Federation of Dog Clubs (PFDC) annual

meeting in Millmont, PA.

Congressman Thompson provided an

update on the status of the Farm Bill

which passed out of his committee

without anti-breeder language from the

Puppy Protection Act (H.R. 1624),

Goldie’s Act (H.R. 1788), or the Better

CARE for Animals Act (H.R. 5041).

READ MORE

 

AKC’s Bebout Award

Presented to Gale Golden,

Legislative Chair, and Members

of Ladies Dog Club, Inc.

Congratulations to Gale Golden,

Legislative Chair, and members of the

Ladies Dog Club, Inc. (LDC), winners of

the Walter Bebout Memorial Award for

Leadership in Canine Legislation.  The

Award was presented to LDC by Stacey

Ober, American Kennel Club

Government Relation’s, New England

Regional Manager, and accepted by Ms.

Golden at the club’s September 18

annual meeting.

Over the past six years, Golden has

made significant contributions

influencing Massachusetts canine

legislation. In preparation for the 2023-

2024 legislative session, she

collaborated with her lawmaker,

Representative Danielle Gregoire, in

filing dog daycare facility oversight

legislation as an alternative solution to

the problematic kennel licensing re-filed

bill known as “Ollie’s Law,”. By escorting

Representative Gregoire around the

2023 Ladies Dog Club conformation

show, Ms. Golden ensured that the bill

sponsor would have a depth of

knowledge about breeders and their

personal kennels.

READ MORE

 

 

Patriotic Puppy Program

Heads to the Midwest

After more than a year of discussion and

planning, AKC’s Patriotic Puppy

Program conducted its first Midwest

hands-on training seminar on

September 28-29, 2024, at Kirkwood

Community College in Cedar Rapids,

Iowa.  Local Patriotic Puppy Program

(PPP) participants Marie and Travis

Appel led efforts to bring the PPP to

Iowa for this event.  Participants

traveled from around the country to join

canine training specialist, Jamie Popper

and PPP Program Manager, Stacey

West for two days of training at

Kirkwood’s Statler Agricultural Science

Center on the Kirkwood Community

College campus.  This setting presented

some unique opportunities for all the

pups and participants to experience. 

READ MORE

 

 

Mississippi Gulf Coast Kennel

Club Hosts AKC GR Table at

Paws Under the Oaks

Members of the Mississippi Gulf Coast

Kennel Club (MGCKC) each year hold a

series of public education events,

highlighted by the 2024 third annual

“Paws Under the Oaks” presented on

September 14 at Centennial Plaza in

Gulfport.

The 2024 event was expanded to

include American Kennel Club (AKC)

Canine Good Citizen® and Trick Dog

testing, dog and human costume

contests, a search-and-rescue dog

presentation, and demonstrations of

AKC Rally, Scent Work, and Fetch.

READ MORE

 

 

AKC GR Educates 2024 Master

Retriever National Participants

Jacob Hupp, Central US Legislative

Analyst for AKC Government Relations

(GR), recently attended the prestigious

2024 AKC Master National, which was

hosted in Paducah, Kentucky. His

outreach efforts focused on connecting

with sportsmen and women and raising

awareness about important legislative

issues AKC GR is tracking across the

country impacting handlers, trainers,

and field trials.

Events like the Master National are

more than just competitions to AKC GR;

they provide opportunities to educate

the canine community.  At the Master

National, Hupp set up an informational

booth where attendees could learn

about current laws affecting dog owners

and breeders. He encouraged

participants to engage with their local

lawmakers and advocate for responsible

dog ownership.

READ MORE

 

 

AKC GR Provides Educational,

Advocacy Resources at

Pennsylvania Breeder Expo

Recently, Charley Hall, AKC

Government Relations Mid-Atlantic

Region Manager, attended the annual

Pennsylvania Animal Welfare & Safety

(PAWS) Pet Breeders Expo at the

Solanco Fairgrounds in Quarryville, PA. 

The event was attended by nearly 2000

people including breeders, prospective

breeders, dog owners, and the general

public.  In addition to general business

and dog care vendors, USDA and the

Pennsylvania Bureau of Dog Law

enforcement were on hand to answer

questions and provide information to

attendees.  Hall joined staff from AKC

Breeder Relations and Compliance

Departments in staffing an educational

and information booth to educate

attendees about the many resources

AKC provides – including the work of

the AKC Government Relations

Department (AKC GR).

READ MORE

 

 

AKC Exhibit at Lawmaker

Conference Draws Supportive

Crowds

Recently, AKC Government Relations

staff attended and hosted an

informational booth at the National

Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)

annual conference in Louisville,

Kentucky. 

NCSL is an important annual event that

provides an opportunity for AKC GR to

interact with and educate thousands of

lawmakers and legislative staff from

around the country.  This year,

Government Relations Research and

Program Manager Melissa Ferrell,

Regional Analyst Bob Rilling-Smith, and

Director of Legislative Outreach

Jennifer Clark attended and provided

attendees with a wealth of information

about the AKC and canine policy. 

READ MORE

 

Legislative Information and Updates

Linked below are some highlights of pending legislation impacting dog ownership

and dog owners’ rights across the country. For more information on these issues,

and information on how you can get involved, visit the AKC GR Legislative Action

Center here.

Visit the 2024 Legislation Tracking map for the most up-to-date information on

state and federal legislation. This site, updated each weekday, provides the latest

bill text, status, and links to legislative alerts posted by the AKC.

In addition to tracking and responding to legislative proposals, AKC Government

Relations addresses dog-related regulatory proposals from the U.S. federal

government, all 50 states, and the District of Columbia. AKC GR’s Regulatory

Resource Center provides updates on federal and state regulatory issues that may

impact dog owners.

Federal

Issues that may affect all

dog owners in the U.S.

State

Issues specific to your

state 

Local

Issues at the city, county,

and metropolitan levels,

and in U.S. territories 

 

Please contact AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org for more information

or to let us know what’s happening in your local community.
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