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permission of the publisher. AKC is 
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The gleaming blue-and-
white lights atop the 

Empire State Building on 
September 16 honored a mile-
stone in the life of a resilient 
longtime New Yorker, the 
American Kennel Club. It 
commemorated the 140th anni-
versary of the AKC, a resident 
of Manhattan since 1887. 

In that year, the AKC took 
up residence at a modest o�ce 
at 44 Broadway. Subsequent 
downtown addresses of AKC 
headquarters in those early years 
were 55 Liberty Street and 1 
Liberty Street. 

Then there were moves that 
took us progressively uptown: 221 
Park Avenue South, 51 Madison 
Avenue, 260 Madison Avenue, 

and most recently 101 Park 
Avenue, where our next-door 
neighbor is another hearty survi-
vor of the city’s horse-and-buggy 
era, Grand Central Terminal.

It is humbling to be honored 
by your hometown in such a 
spectacularly public place as the 
top of the Empire State Building. 
And it adds extra incentive for us 
at the AKC to be good neighbors 
to our fellow citizens in New 
York and Raleigh alike.

FREE
AKC GAZETTE
SUBSCRIPTION

On Our Cover: 
Miniature Poodle 
“Flashlight of 
Manorhead” 
by Frederick T. 
Daws, AKC  
Museum of the 
Dog

True Blue  
New Yorkers

mailto:venus.rodriguez%40akc.org?subject=
mailto:gazette%40akc.org?subject=
https://www.akc.org/subscribe/
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The AKC has 
announced Gordon 

Comfort as its new chief 
operations o�cer.

Comfort attained his 
master’s degree from 
Harvard University. He 
spent over 15 years as 
chief executive o�cer or 
chief operating o�cer and 
has served on the board 
of directors for Richland 

School District and Tool 
Bank of Phoenix, as well as 
providing pro bono board 
development, strategic 
planning, and consult-
ing for such nonprofits 
as Goodwill Industries, 
Habitat for Humanity, and 
ToolBox.

“I am honored to take on 
this role at such a prestigious 
organization,” Comfort says. 

“I look forward to working 
with the talented people at 
AKC to drive innovation 
and operational excellence, 
ensuring that we continue 
to support the canine com-
munity and expand the 
brand in meaningful ways.”

Comfort is working on 
his Ph.D. in business tech-
nology. He is based in the 
AKC’s Raleigh o�ce. 

NEW YORK—This one-of-a-kind object—part  
Belgian Malinois, part helicopter—is the AKC  
Museum of the Dog’s latest conversation starter.

“Torque,” a lifesize wooden sculpture, is the 
work of artist James Mellick. It honors a real-life 
K-9 named Torque, trained to detect electronic 
devices in child sexual-abuse cases. 

Torque is also a crew member for a restored 
Vietnam-era Huey helicopter. Her soothing 
presence brings solace to veterans with PTSD 
during therapy flights in the chopper. To honor 
this work, the torso of “Torque”  
resembles the body of the helicopter.

Torque is on display at the museum through 
January 5. 

Comfort Elected COO

Unique in New York

https://museumofthedog.org
https://museumofthedog.org
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raleigh—The 
AKC, AKC Canine 
Health Foundation, 
and Theriogenology 
Foundation have 
announced the latest recip-
ients of Theriogenology 
Residency Program 

awards. Theriogenology 
is the branch of veterinary 
medicine concerned with 
reproduction. 

Auburn University and 
Virginia-Maryland College 
of Veterinary Medicine 
have received funding 

for new residents starting 
in the summer of 2025. 
Also, Dr. Joshua Trumble 
begins his residency train-
ing at the 2024 award 
recipient, The Ohio State 
University.

More Information

CHF: �eriogenology Awards 
Announced

The most successful dog book ever published, 
with over two million copies sold, The New 
Complete Dog Book is the American Kennel 
Club’s bible of dogs, a celebration of every 
breed— over 200 recognized by the AKC. 

This volume o�ers readers: 

• O­cial standard for every AKC-recognized 
breed

• Over 800 exceptional color photographs of 
adults and puppies

• Spotlight on finding well-bred puppies, 
sports, and activities for dogs and owners

This 23rd edition of  The American Kennel 
Club’s The New Complete Dog Book 
belongs in every dog lover’s home, the library 
of every town and institution, and dog club 
reference section in America.

Available at Amazon or in the AKC Shop at shop.akc.org

THE ONE BOOK
EVERY DOG LOVER NEEDS

COMPLETELY

UPDATED & 

EXPANDED!

https://www.akcchf.org/news-events/news/theriogenology-residency.html
https://shop.akc.org/products/the-new-complete-dog-book/
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SLIDESHOW

A new look for a new century—that was 
the idea behind a years-long run of 

akc gazette covers still recalled fondly by 
longtime readers, and still useful to the edi-
tors as eye-catching spot illustrations in our 
Breed Columns section. 

The new look was characterized by a strik-
ing elegance, with little or none of the text 
and graphics that cluttered other magazine 

covers. gazette covers of the 2000s relied 
solely on vivid breed portraits to pull readers 
into the issue. Happily, there was no short-
age of such images. A new generation of 
superb canine photographers and designers 
made sure of that.  

This month’s slideshow salutes the artists 
who made the first years of the new century 
a visual feast for dog fanciers.

https://youtu.be/OeCrRcReNMY
https://youtu.be/OeCrRcReNMY
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Pee Wee | St. Croix Valley KC
Photos by Kathleen Riley Photography

st. elmo, minnesota—A 
delightful added attraction 
at the St. Croix Valley KC 
shows in August was Pee 
Wee, a pre-Juniors event 
for kids 5 to 9 years old. A 
Pee Wee team consists of a 
child, a parent or guardian, 

and a dog. It is not a com-
petitive class but rather an 
enjoyable learning  
experience.

Dr. Lisa M. Costello 
served as judge—but, actu-
ally, no child is “judged” 
in Pee Wee. The event is a 

mentoring experience that 
prepares young handlers 
for what they can expect in 
Juniors competition. It is 
also, as these photos sug-
gest, a heck a lot of fun for 
participants and spectators 
alike.

https://www.kathleenrileyphotography.com/home
https://www.scvkc.com


https://www.kathleenrileyphotography.com/home


https://www.kathleenrileyphotography.com/home


https://www.kathleenrileyphotography.com/home


https://www.kathleenrileyphotography.com/home
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ANNE SHINKLE: “A BIT 
MORE RESERVED”

Since acquiring our first 
Curly-Coated Retriever in 
the late ’70s, I have given 
lots of thought to why I 
am so fond of this breed. 
David Ferguson says, 

“They are the perfect 
combination of sporting 
dog and companion dog,” 
which is so true. One can 
take a Curly out in the 
field, and she will come 
home and settle down 
readily. 

I have known of only one 
Curly who needed to be 
crated at times, due to her 
hyperactivity. The great 
majority of them are very 
calm in between their activ-
ities. I enjoy living with 
dogs that can settle well in 

FEATURE
“The coat, surprisingly, picks up few burrs 
and is excellent at protecting the dog from 
punishing undergrowth and freezing water.”
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FEATURE

AUBREY LACROSSE: 
“GOOD GIRL!”

The dictionary defines 
versatility as capable of or 
adapted for turning easily 
from one to another of various 
tasks, fields of endeavor, etc. 

I have found the majority 
of Curlies fit this defini-
tion well, being that the 
breed standard reads: “The 
Curly is wickedly smart 
and highly trainable and, 
as such is cherished as 
much for his role as loyal 
companion at home as 
he is in the field.” Curlies 
have been bred for years 

to go from the field to the 
fireplace along with their 
humans. 

I don’t find Curlies to be 
specialists. The breed, as 
a whole, is good at many 
things. Some breeds can-
not make the transition 
like the Curly can. Being a 
very trainable and adapt-
able breed, Curlies are very 
attuned to their owners. 
They know what their jobs 
should be at what time. 
There is a time to hunt and 
run and play, and also a 
time to be calm and quiet. 

Being a lower-drive dog 
than some of the other 
retrievers, one might have 
to work a little harder to 
get the drive and flash that 
some competitors want. 
However, when asked to 
compete in performance 
events such as agility or 
obedience, Curlies are able 
to compete with the best of 
them. Being able to go from 
the dock-diving pool to the 
rally obedience ring and 
then to the breed ring is 
something that Curlies are 
good at. 

Versatility in performance 
events can showcase this 
talent. Any dog who can 
compete in multiple ven-
ues is an asset to the breed. 
Breeders should take this 
into consideration and con-
tinue to produce dogs who 
can go from the show ring 
to the field and any other 
venue their owners want 
to participate in. Not only 
does this show the biddable 
and trainable nature of the 
dog, but also the stable and 
solid temperament Curlies 
should have. …

A dog that has learned to 
work with and for its owner 
can successfully do any dog 
sport the handler desires. 
The Curlies I have person-
ally known love to work to 
please me. Sure, they like 
their treats and to play with 
toys, but a sincere “Good 
Girl!” or some loving goes 
a long way. Making me 
happy was what made them 
want to perform. And I 
had to make sure I wasn’t 
faking it either! They are 
wickedly smart and know 
the di�erence. gz

Parent Club 
Info

Curly-Coated Retriever 
Club of America
Founded 1979

• Officers/Board
• Illustrated Breed  
     Standard
• Health Information
• GAZETTE Breed 
     Columns

https://www.ccrca.org/officers.html
https://www.ccrca.org/judges_ed/IllStand0532018single_red.pdf
https://www.ccrca.org/judges_ed/IllStand0532018single_red.pdf
https://www.ccrca.org/health.html
https://www.ccrca.org/AKC_Gazette.html
https://www.ccrca.org/AKC_Gazette.html
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Kurzhaar because of its 
shorthaired coat, there was 
concern that the reference 
could be construed to mean 
any German breed of dog 
with short hair. But it was a 
specific type of shorthaired 
coat they wanted. 

Throughout the year, 
the dog would be expected 
to work in dense wooded 
areas, muddy fields, heavy 
underbrush, water-retrieve 
during all type of weather 
conditions, and to live in the 
home as part of the family. 

It was the desired water 
work that led to the obser-
vation that using the otter, 
beaver, and polar bear coats 
as examples, one does not 

find longhaired water ani-
mals in nature. These types 
of coats resisted mud and 
ice and protected from the 
harsh elements of cold, wet 
weather. Subsequently a 
short, dense, hard outer coat 
was achieved with a very 
short, dense, waterproof oil 
undercoat bred in for its 
insulating qualities, allowing 
the short outer coat qualities 
to be retained. 

The hair shaft is not flat or 
porous, rather when rolled 
between the fingers will feel 
firm and round. While the 
hair found on the head and 
ears is shorter and softer to 
the hand, it has the same 
qualities as those on the 

body. (The undercoat refer-
ence does not mean the breed 
has a double coat as found in 
other breeds.)

This short, tight coat 
allowed the dog to work in 
heavy or dense bush condi-
tions without entanglement 
or picking up burrs. The 
coat resists ice formation, 
easily sheds dried mud, 
and doesn’t mat or require 
trimming, making the breed 
easier to keep in the home.

When the comment was 
made to Herr Seiger, “You 
breed your dog too beau-
tiful—it is too beautiful 
and noble for the rough 
work outside in the field!”, 
Herr Seiger replied that the 
beauty of the dog and its 
coat was obtained through 
efficiency trial fundamentals 
that indicated the desired 
suitability they wished to 
attain. He further stated 
their best working trial 
Siegers, with maybe a slight 
exception, were identical to 
their most beautiful dogs in 
the ring. 

He continues in response 
to the remark if it was aimed 
at specific dogs because 

German Shorthaired 
Pointer



mailto:chexsix%40mac.com?subject=
https://www.gspca.org/
https://www.gspca.org/
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job to do—they are happiest 
when they are working and 
doing something for their 

owner or with their owner. 
They are a bright and happy 
breed, and the bonus is that 

they have quiet good sense. 
However, many dogs in 

today’s society do not have a 

Top left: Ch Eastern Waters’ Drummer, RN, CGC, with Katrina Palmer; Top right: Picture from the New York 
Times, 1953: 76th Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show at Madison Square Garden, Marguerite Horn Palmer 
with Ch. Tempest of Eastern Waters’ (left) and Eastern Waters’ Tiger Rag; Bottom left: Ch. Eastern Waters’ 
Drummer Boy, RN, CGC, with Katrina Palmer playing ball and sharing toys; Bottom right: The “Jewel” at 13 
years with Jacob Humer resting comfortably (Ch. Eastern Waters’ Sea Jewel, Am/Can CD, TD, WD).
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specific job other than being 
a “pet or companion.” There 
is nothing wrong with that, 
but some Chesapeakes do 
end up in a “pet home.” It 
might be in a housing devel-
opment, where children can 
readily go into each other’s 
homes without a formal 
“entry” such as knocking on 
the door and being admit-
ted, rather simply walking 
into a friend’s house. The 
resident dog who knows 
the children will happily 
greet them. Is a Chesapeake 
a breed that will accept a 
person or child who simply 
shows up and walks into 
their friend’s home or yard 
without being “invited in” 
by that homeowner? There 
are Chesapeakes who would 
accept this behavior, but a 
traditional reaction would be 
to bark at the intruder. After 
all, that is considered to be 
their job.

I feel that the temper-
ament of our breed is 
being modified—another 
word that could be used is 
“homogenized”—mean-
ing that in reference to 
other more popular breeds, 

Chesapeakes are becom-
ing more standardized and 
conforming and behav-
ing like the more popular 
retriever breeds mentioned 
earlier. It is not necessarily 
the protectiveness that is 
being reduced or eliminated, 
but also both physical and 
mental drive and the energy 
level.

As breeders, we work 
very hard to socialize, train, 
and produce dogs who are 
readily accepting of the jobs 
we ask them to do, whether 
in a show ring, an agility 
trial, a hunt test or even 
a Fast CAT event. They 
are around other dogs and 
expected not to interact with 
them in a negative fashion. 
The concept of Meet the 
Breeds and AKC family pet 
programs encourage dogs to 
be friendly to both canines 
and humans. 

What do you think? Is 
the basic protective tem-
perament of our breed 
changing?

—Betsy Horn Humer,
tiderunr2@verizon.net
American Chesapeake 

Club

Curly-Coated  
Retrievers

Longtime Curly fancier 
and breeder Sue Davis 

and her young Curly bitch 
Veeda are the definition of 
versatility! This month Sue 
details their many accom-
plishments.

THE VERSATILE CURLY
In 2020 I had the oppor-

tunity to retire early during 
Covid. I took advantage of 
retirement because I wanted 
to spend more time with my 
Curly-Coated Retrievers. I 
had an incredibly stressful 
and time-consuming job, 
which did not leave me a lot 
of time to spend with my 
dogs except for a few week-
ends a month. I promised 
myself that when I retired, I 
would pursue new and fun 
activities with my dogs.

In 2021 I imported Veeda 
from Sweden. She was the 
daughter of a dog I had bred 
and exported to Sweden 
years earlier. 

Veeda is a very energetic 
and spirited young girl. We 
began by enrolling in puppy 
basic obedience classes and 

mailto:tiderunr2%40verizon.net?subject=
http://www.amchessieclub.org
http://www.amchessieclub.org
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earning her Canine Good 
Citizen title. We then started 
out competing in activities 
with which I already had 
experience. 

I finished her AKC 
championship and grand 
championship. Then we 
worked on rally. We also 
competed in coursing abil-
ity and Fast CAT. Curlies 
are naturals at chasing little 
white plastic bags!  

I became interested in 
Barn Hunt, and I was 
able to take lessons with 
Veeda. She loved finding 
rats, but the tunnels were 
a real challenge. We used 
balls and treats to get her 
to go through the longer 

tunnels. She came to love 
going through tunnels, even 
though she is a bigger and 
taller dog. 

We had challenges along 
the way, but Veeda has 
earned her Barn Hunt 
Master title, and we are 
now working toward her 
RATCH.

Because Veeda has a great 
nose, I decided to try nose 
work with her. I knew abso-
lutely nothing about nose 
work, but I was fortunate 
enough to find a fairly local 
place to take lessons with an 
amazing instructor. Every 
Thursday we went to a class, 
and Veeda learned to distin-
guish the different odors. 

Our biggest challenge has 
been distractions. Veeda 
loves stuffed toys, and get-
ting her to ignore them has 
been difficult. We are work-
ing hard on that, and she 
is almost finished with her 
advanced nose work titles.

I love nose work because 
we work as a team. Nose 
work does not require me 
to run or make sharp turns, 
so I will be able to train and 
compete with her for years 
to come.

Veeda really enjoys dock 
diving. She is a natural 
swimmer, and I have to say 
this is probably her favorite 
thing to do. We are work-
ing with an instructor to 
increase the length of her 
jumps, which has been a 
real learning experience for 
me. Throwing a bumper 
correctly is harder than one 
might think! Timing and 
height and length of throw 
are very important. I am 
learning as much as she is!

We still compete in con-
formation, and we enter in 
the Owner-Handled Series. 
Veeda has also earned titles 
in Fit Dog, Retriever Dog, 

Curly-Coated Retriever cigarette card, early 20th century
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The lower edge shows a 
lightly developed double 
dewlap.

American standard: Strong, 
thick and muscular, clearly 
defined from the nape, 
blending into the shoulders 
in a harmonious line. The 
length of the neck shall not 
be less than two-thirds of 
the length of the head. The 
throat is moderate in skin 
with a double dewlap. 

Summary: The same.

Tail
Italian standard: Natural 

and thick, particularly at the 
base; without fringes; carried 
either horizontally or down; 
not wagging much during 
the trot. 

American standard: 
Follows the line of the 
croup, thick, with no fringes. 
The tail is carried horizon-
tally or down, flicking from 
side to side while trotting.

Summary: The Italian 
standard describes “not 
wagging much,” while the 
American standard says 
“flicking from side to side.” 
A difference, but not that 
big of a deal. I will say that 

the American-bred Spinone 
is losing its long croup and, 
as a result, the tail is coming 
straight off the back and 
carried high. The Spinone 
is to have a long croup, with 
the tail following the line 
of the croup and carried 
down or horizontal. Sadly, 
American judges want a 
“happy show dog,” so they 
pick the Spinone with its tail 
carried up and high, which 
is wrong.

Forequarters
Italian standard: General 

Appearance—Seen from 
the front they are perfectly 
parallel and perpendic-
ular to the ground. Seen 
in profile, the forearm is 
vertical and the metacar-
pus is slightly oblique. 
Shoulder—Shoulder blade 
powerful and long, measures 
a quarter of the height at the 
withers, and has an oblique-
ness below the horizontal of 
about 50 degrees; in rela-
tion to the median plane of 
the body, the points of the 
shoulder blades are not very 
close. Perfectly free in its 
movements, the shoulder 

has well-developed muscles; 
the opening of the scapu-
lo-humeral angle is of about 
105 degrees. Upper arm—
oblique below the horizontal 
with a slant of about 60 
degrees directed almost 
parallel to the median axis 
of the body. It is well-mus-
cled. Elbow—Parallel to the 
median plane of the body. 
The point of the elbow must 
be a little forward of the 
vertical line, which drops 
from the posterior point of 
the shoulder blade to the 
ground. The distance from 
the elbow to the ground is 
equal to 50% of the height at 
the withers. 

Forearm—Slightly longer 
than one third of the height 
at the withers, vertical seen 
from the front as well as in 
profile. Strong bone. The 
hind tendon is strongly 
accentuated in such a way 
that the groove between 
tendon and bone is clearly 
visible. Carpus (Wrist)—
Follows the vertical line of 
the forearm. Pisiform bone 
well protruding. Metacarpus 
(Pastern)—Flat and, seen 
from the front, follows the 





https://www.spinoneclubofamerica.com/
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rear angulation, correct 
body proportions, and a 
strong, slightly sloping 
topline are all critical. 
Is the tail set correctly? 
Are the ears properly 
positioned? Are the head 
and muzzle in harmony 
with the rest of the dog? 
These are just some of 
the qualities we evaluate.

For example, I recently 
co-bred a litter with a friend 
and flew back to evalu-
ate it due to the years of 
effort behind this breeding. 
Though I initially had no 
intention of taking a puppy 
home, one male caught my 
eye. He had the build, the 
beautiful head, excellent 

feet and legs, and the per-
fect tail-set. I declared him a 
keeper, but it was up to my 
co-breeder to decide. She 
chose a lovely bitch for her-
self but ultimately kept the 
male to grow him out, as I 
suggested. When I saw him 
again at 4 months, he still 

had “it.” By 8 months, he 
came to my home for social-
ization and show training. 

Now, at nearly 3 years old 
and shown selectively, he has 
won a Grand Sweepstakes 
at the regional before the 
national, six Working Group 
1s, a Reserve Best in Show, 

Clockwise from top left: Alaskan 
Malamute Armani at almost 4 
months; at 6 months in the show 
ring; sweepstakes win at AMCA 
national; Best in Show win.
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Traction socks
Dog boots
Introduce a lift vest before 

it is needed. Help your dog 
be comfortable and happy 
wearing it through positive 
reinforcement as you intro-
duce them to it. Having a lift 
vest available can be a great 
resource if the dog is com-
fortable wearing it. 

Before the dog becomes 
infirmed consider therapy. 
Consult with your veteri-
narian or canine therapist 
for the best exercises for 
your dog. Swimming, since 
it is a non-weightbearing 
exercise, can be very helpful 
for arthritic dogs to main-
tain strength and range of 
motion. 

When it comes to health, 
mobility, and pain manage-
ment, stretches, rubs, and 
massages can be beneficial. 
If you are unfamiliar with it, 
“Benefits of PetMassageTM 
for Dogs by Jonathan 
Rudinger” and “Canine 
Massage from Lifelearn Inc.
Dogs” are two articles avail-
able from Berner University 
(Berner University.org). 

You can maintain and 

improve mobility and range 
of motion of the joints with 
just a few minutes of stretch-
ing and massage each day. 
Be aware that older muscles 
can become stiffer as the 
muscle and collagen in con-
nective tissues changes. 

Stretches should be done 
gently and slowly to ensure 
they are well tolerated by 
your dog. If you are unsure 
of how to get started, seek 
medical advice. 

A sample regimen is: 
—nose to hip, left and right 

sides
—nose to toes
—sit with spine extension
—bow
—sit pretty
—assisted hind-leg stretch
These can be done on the 

floor and encouraged with 
belly-rubs.

Back into stand/stack, 
encouraging neck extensions. 

Consider the role education 
has in keeping your dog fit, 
flexible, and feeling great. 
Teaching new ways to move 
is good physically and men-
tally. Movement is healing 
and soothing for dogs, espe-
cially circles and weaves.  

Some examples of “parlor 
tricks” that can help:

—nose-touch to hand, 
—shake 
—sit pretty
—bow (puppy stretch)
These simple movement 

and fitness foundation 
exercises can be fun and 
enriching. The goal is to 
increase muscle strength and 
to improve performance, flex-
ibility, focus, proprioception, 
and balance. 

Wonderfully, there are other 
benefits. Dogs gain confi-
dence and anxiety is reduced 
as a result of these slow move-
ment exercises. 

Slow down, and stretch 
your relationship with your 
dog. 

—Marjorie Geiger,
marggeiger@yahoo.com
Bernese Mountain Dog 

Club of America

Black Russian Terriers
VISUALIZING THE STANDARD, 
PART ONE: GENERAL 
APPEARANCE AND 
TEMPERAMENT

Over the next few col-
umns, we will discuss a 

http://berneru.org
mailto:marggeiger%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.bmdca.org
http://www.bmdca.org
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piece-by-piece overview of 
the AKC standard for the 
Black Russian Terrier. My 
hope is for the readers to 
learn the ins and outs of this 
wonderful breed in a way 
they may not have realized 
before. 

For a full, in-depth detail 
of the BRT, please go to the 
BRTCA website to pur-
chase the beautifully done 
illustrated standard, at http://
www.brtca.org/shopping.html.

The overall appearance of 
the Black Russian Terrier, as 

stated in the standard, is that 
of a “robust, large, balanced, 
agile, and powerful dog.” 
What comes to mind when 
you read this statement?

With this past summer’s 
recent Olympic games fresh 
in our minds, a wonderful  

The overall appearance of the Black Russian Terrier, as stated in the breed’s AKC standard, is that of “a  
robust, large, balanced, agile, and powerful dog.”

http://www.thebrtca.org/shopping.html
http://www.thebrtca.org/shopping.html
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they miss their families. We 
offer our services during 
supervised visitation. We 
de-stress students during 
final exams. 

We have also extended 
our services to include visits 
with the victims advocate at 
the Sheriff’s Department, 
the Department of Children 
and Families, and the local 
mental health facility.

In Dependency Court, we 
serve the children, the par-

ents, the grandparents, the 
foster parents, the victim’s 
advocates, the guardians ad 
litem, the case managers, the 
attorneys, the bailiffs, and 
the judge. The magic is real.

Everyone benefits from the 
presence of a therapy dog. 
We recently attended a reuni-
fication party at the Manatee 
County Courthouse. It was 
to celebrate the return of 
foster children to their fam-
ilies, and their parents had 

completed their case plans. 
A little girl came running up 
to us with a big smile on her 
face. She said, “I know her. 
That is Fiona. She comes 
to the All-Star Foundation.” 
The magic is real.

On an occasion in depen-
dency court, a little girl spent 
about 45 minutes on the 
floor with Ruby Begonia. I 
told her that if she wanted 
Ruby would go with her 
when she went to talk to the 

LuAnn Topp and a number of her Bullmastiffs have done therapy work for 25 years in a variety of settings, 
from hospitals and nursing homes to schools and the judicial system. Left, LuAnn with Django; right, court-
room therapy dog Fiona, who provides comfort to children during trials, gives the judge a chance to de-stress 
as well.
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in the Yukon. The text is full 
of colorful descriptions of 
Walden’s adventures and is 
still considered a classic tale 
of the northland frontier. 

During this time, Walden’s 
favorite lead dog was a large 
Husky cross that he named 
Chinook, after the warm 
winter winds. When Walden 
returned to New England, 
he brought his love of 
dog sledding with him. 
He settled in Wonalancet, 
New Hampshire, a part 
of Tamworth, and in 
December 1902, he and 
Kate Sleeper married. 

Walden brought various 
dogs to Wonalancet Farm 
and began breeding dogs 
that possessed his ideal 
combination of strength, 
speed, endurance,  
and good-natured  
temperaments. 

Chinook’s ancestry was 
connected to exploration 
too. His dam, Ningo, was a 
Greenland Husky who was 
granddaughter of Polaris, 
Admiral Peary’s lead sled 
dog on his 1909 expedition 
to the North Pole. Kim, 
Chinook’s sire, was a large 

Mastiff mix that Walden 
picked up as a stray. 

Kim and Ningo produced 
three puppies born on 
January 17, 1917. Walden 
called them Rikki, Tikki, 
and Tavi after the charac-
ters in Rudyard Kipling’s 
famous Jungle Book. Walden 
soon recognized these pups’ 
intelligence and ditched 
Rikki and Tikki’s names, 
renaming them Chinook 
and Hootchinoo, after two 
outstanding lead dogs he 
had owned in Alaska. 

Walden first used 
Hootchinoo as his lead dog. 
A whole year later, Walden 
tried Chinook in the lead 
position. The unassum-
ing Chinook astounded 
everyone with his intel-
ligence, understanding, 
and trail sense. Chinook 
was friendly, gentle, fast, 
and had great endurance. 
He became Walden’s most 
trusted leader, the founda-
tion sire of his kennel lines, 
and his constant companion. 

—Kathleen Riley, 
kathleenrileyphotography@

gmail.com 
Chinook Club of America

Doberman Pinschers
DOBERMANS CAN DO IT ALL: 
JUMP IN AND MAKE A BIG 
SPLASH!

The Doberman Pinscher 
is an incredible blend 

of stubborn and trainable. 
Often frustrating when they 
decide to do it their way, 
which they often do, but 
once they “get it,” the results 
are spectacular. The official 
AKC standard describes the 
breed like this:

“Compactly built, mus-
cular and powerful, for 
great endurance and speed. 
Elegant in appearance, of 
proud carriage, reflecting 
great nobility and temper-
ament. Energetic, watchful, 
determined, alert, fearless, 
loyal and obedient.”

The home page of the 
website of the breed’s 
national parent club, the 
Doberman Pinscher Club of 
America, adds the following 
adjectives: “a fun-loving, 
exceptional athlete … 
perceptive, intuitive, and 
sensitive.”

These descriptors mean 
that Dobermans can do 
it all, and they ultimately 

mailto:kathleenrileyphotography%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:kathleenrileyphotography%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.chinookclubofamerica.org/
https://dpca.org/
https://dpca.org/
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excel. In addition to con-
formation, obedience, rally, 
and agility, other events 
are attracting Doberman 
owners. Dobermans do 
therapy work (the AKC 
offers titles acknowledging 
the important services these 
dogs provide); earn tracking 
titles, awarded when dogs 
accurately follow a scent-
trail; they do nose work, also 
using the keen canine sense 
of smell to help human part-
ners locate various targets; 
Barn Hunt—high prey-
drive Dobermans love this  
activity, where dogs search 

and locate live rats (which 
are safely hidden and 
untouchable); Coursing 
Ability Tests, where dogs 
chase a mechanically 
operated lure across a 
field; Schutzhund/IPO, a 
physically and mentally 
challenging three-part 
working dog sport; herding, 
where dogs are judged on 
their ability to round up and 
corral livestock; freestyle 
dancing; and dock diving!

Dock diving is one of the 
fastest-growing, fun, and 
exhilarating dog sports. 
In May 2014, the AKC 

became associated with 
the North America Diving 
Dogs organization (NADD) 
in recognizing titles earned 
at NADD trials. The first 
Doberman to place in a 
dock diving event was in 
the 2013 Eastern Regionals 
Purina Incredible Dog 
Challenge, in the Fetch-It.

To get started in dock div-
ing, you first need to teach 
your dog how to swim. A 
life vest—one designed 
for deep-chested dogs—is 
strongly encouraged while 
mastering the proper swim-
ming technique. 

As in any sport, make sure 
you work with an expe-
rienced trainer; you can 
contact NADD or another 
dog diving organization for 
referrals. 

Next the dog is taught how 
to jump off the dock and use 
the ramp to exit the pool. 
Finally, the dog retrieves 
the bumper or ball from 
the water. The handler and 
dog need to synchronize the 
dog’s run off the dock with 
the throwing of the bumper. 
Timing is essential, and it 
takes a lot of practice.

Doberman Pinscher Rancho Dobe’s Storm, Greenwich KC, 1951
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to see what really good dog 
and handler teams can do. 

On the other hand, many 
of us, including me, are 
pretty sure that will never 
be us. And that’s OK. What 
we mostly want to do is have 
fun with our dogs. 

The beauty, to me, of 
most dog sports is that it’s 
possible to aspire to be the 
best in the country, or even 
the world—and it’s equally 
possible to aspire to nothing 
greater than a lovely week-
end with your dog and other 
like-minded dog owners.

I brought home my first 
German Pinscher almost 
16 years ago. I had always 
owned Rottweilers, a breed 
I loved and still do love, but 

I wanted a dog that I could 
pick up in an emergency if I 
had to. A shorthaired breed 
that was generally healthy, a 
smart, independent thinker, 
and a general all-around 
companion. The medi-
um-sized German Pinscher 
seemed to fit the bill. 

I knew that I wanted to 
continue to do some of 
the performance and obe-
dience sports I’d done 
with my Rottweilers, and 
though there were not many 
German Pinschers involved 
in those activities 16 years 
ago, they seemed to me, as a 
breed, to be well suited. 

German Pinschers may 
not be typical sport dogs, 
but their adaptability, their 

keenness and intelligence, 
their conformation, and 
their willingness to try make 
them versatile dogs and 
capable of enjoying most 
sports. 

As the number and variety 
of dog sports has grown, 
German Pinschers have 
excelled at some level in 
nearly all of them. Some 
newer sports, like Fast CAT, 
are non-competitive in that 
they’re not about defeating 
other dogs but about the 
individual dog and that dog’s 
skills, and, mostly, for both 
dog and handler to have fun.

Dog sports are a way to 
have organized fun with 
your dog, like softball 
leagues or swim meets. 
They’re fun for lots of rea-
sons—to learn new skills, to 
test your abilities as a team, 
to spend time with other 
people and their dogs. But 
they’re not necessary. 

To have fun with our dogs, 
the main criteria is to go out 
with your dog and have fun.

—Deb Coates, 
charmingbillie@gmail.com
German Pinscher Club of 

America

German Pinscher

mailto:charmingbillie%40gmail.com?subject=
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In running a dog show—a 
major club activity, but in 
the end just one of many—
the win could be to be able 
to document how the show 
resulted in learning, chang-
ing, and growing. Perhaps 
there was something new 
done that was successful, 
or perhaps there was some-
thing not successful but 
you tried and learned. Also, 
often that experience can be 
tweaked for next time to be 
even better. 

Second is a win for the pro-
cess itself. Document how 
something was done, so next 

time it is easier for the next 
“new” team, especially the 
new ones. Outline problems 
you had and how to prevent 
them so that the next group 
doesn’t have to go through 
the same difficulties.

Doing a project is like 
building a wall. Each layer 
stands on the layers below 
that. Each layer must be 
solid for the next one to 
succeed and for the wall 
to get taller. Each project 
should be able to contribute 
something solid so the next 
project and project team 
benefits from this one. A 
win for a dog club or show 
would be a clear under-
standing of how things get 
done.

The third win might be 
the most important of all: a 
“win” for the team mem-
bers, your club membership. 
Sometimes just enjoying 
being part on a well-oiled 
team is a motivating accom-
plishment. But never stop 
showing club members 
how the project, the work, 
affected them personally, 
and how their work directly 
and actually contributed to 

the whole picture of why we 
have a dog club.

At the end of the project 
for your club, every member 
should be able to say, “I was 
part of that. I made a dif-
ference!” And they take that 
with them.

So if we want to attract 
new members, actual work-
ers, we need to remember 
how we felt when we first 
joined and be able to gen-
erate that feeling in new 
and prospective members. 
And this means consistently 
demonstrating our own:

 passion, enthusiasm,  
hunger, eagerness, fervor, 
gusto, zeal, zest, excitement, 
keenness …

If you can do this, while 
you are remembering that 
the dog show is only one 
club activity (a critical one, 
but not the only one), you 
will find it hard to feel help-
less or apathetic yourself.

See, emotions are catching!
—Margaret R. (Peggy) 

Wolfe, 
Margaret.peggy.wolfe@

gmail.com
United States Neapolitan 

Mastiff Club

Neapolitan Mastiff, June 2004, 
Chet Jezierski painting
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has 24K followers.
• Tedthenewfoundland fea-

tures a 5-year-old Newf who 
has 17K followers. Includes 
TikTok music videos about 
holidays, camping, snack 
time, and “derp face.” 

• Onefloofynewfie has 6K 
followers and pictures of 
Huckleberry, the traveling 
Newf, posed by state signs 
and in national parks.

My Brown Newfies by Jen 
Costello is a fun, informative 
blog with lots of helpful tips. 

In addition to information 
and advice on these sites, 
plenty of humorous pictures 
are uploaded, including 
images created with artificial 
intelligence. 

I can just imagine 
Gentleman Newfoundland 
Smith writing, “We used to 
be wolves, wild and wary, 
but then we noticed you 
had sofas.” (The quote is 
attributed to Francesco 
Marciuliano, author of I 
Could Chew on This and 
Other Poems by Dogs.)

—Katie Dolan,
katie@katiedolan.net
Newfoundland Club of 

America

Portuguese Water Dogs
THE MARK OF CABRAL 

The history of the 
Portuguese Water Dog 

is long, with some references 
to the breed going back to 
the 1200s. However, the 
modern PWD owes its exis-
tence to the work of several 
Portuguese dog fanciers 
who, with great effort, rees-
tablished the breed in the 
first half of the 20th century. 

The PWD was used his-
torically by fisherman to 
catch fish that escaped nets, 
carry messages between 
boats, recover overboard 
items, guard the catch, and 
even perform rescues. 

With the advent of mech-
anization of gear and 
radios, the dogs’ purpose 
was diminished, and the 
breed fell into disfavor. 
In 1934 two specimens 
were presented at an inter-
national exposition and 
caught the attention of Dr. 
Vasco Bensaúde, a wealthy 
shipping magnate and dog 
fancier, who decided to rees-
tablish the breed. 

Bensaúde set about 
obtaining specimens of the 

breed from the Algarve 
region of Portugal to create 
the Algarbiorum kennel. 
As a result of his breeding 
program, he produced a line 
of dogs that were black with 
little white and had good 
working skills. Dogs that 
were cream, white, or grey 
and those of small size or 
lacking in robust structure 
were eliminated from his 
program and sent to others 
in Portugal and Europe. 

One such dog, a grey 
female, was used by Antonio 
Cabral, DVM, to establish 
a second main lineage of 
PWDs—the Alvalde kennel—
with a dog he obtained from 
the Algarve. 

The Algarve male he used 
for his first breeding with 
this grey female from the 
Algarbiorum kennel was 
of a lighter stature than the 
typical Algarbiorum dogs. 
The resultant Alvalde dogs 
often had a triangular patch 
of differently colored hair —
usually white —a few inches 
from the base of the tail. 
This is known as the “Mark 
of Cabral,” or sometimes 
the “Kiss of Cabral.” It is 
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and a weak underjaw. 
Recently, dogs with more 

Bullmastiff-type heads have 
been awarded in the show 
ring. It is not only incorrect 
but brings with it muzzles 
that are not level. Noses 
turning up, bumpy toward 
the nostrils, or turning 
downward are not accept-
able and are serious faults.

A massive head is heavy 
to carry, weighing the dog 
down and compromising 
his ability to work a full day. 
Too short a muzzle interferes 
with cooling and breathing, 

shortening how long the dog 
can be useful. A dog that is 
overheated, short of breath, 
or exhausted by mid-morn-
ing is useless. It is better 
to award good, balanced 
structure with expansive, 
ground-covering movement 
and strong musculature than 
a pretty head on a weak or 
unsound body. 

While there is no doubt 
that an impressive head is 
indeed head-turning (pun 
intended), it must sit upon a 
neck of medium length and 
notable strength, inserting 

correctly into a well angu-
lated shoulder assembly, 
allowing the dog to easily 
reach forward on strong, 
upright pasterns. Eyes are 
almond shaped, not round or 
bulging, with well-fitting lids, 
dark brown in color. You 
should be able to see or feel 
the muscle of the mandibu-
lar jaw, often demonstrated 
by good, strong cheeks. A 
large, black nose with large 
holes for breathing is man-
datory for scenting and 
cooling. 

The Rottweiler head is 
clean and efficient, designed 
for work. 

Above all else, never forget 
that what’s inside the head is 
the most important aspect 
of our breed. Pretty is and 
pretty does—and this breed 
must be able to work, think, 
make decisions, and display 
discrimination. Please do not 
award or use a dog in your 
breeding program that is fear-
ful, shrinking away, avoids 
being touched, or in any way 
appears stupid or timid. 

—Jill Kessler Miller,
jillymillygsrc@gmail.com
American Rottweiler Club 

Rottweiler

mailto:jillymillygsrc%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.amrottclub.org/
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Siberian Huskies

Our guest columnist  
this month is Kevin 

Snyder, DVM, MS, 
DACVO. Kevin is the cur-
rent chair of the Genetics 
and Health Committee for 
the Siberian Husky Club of 
America. He and his family 
breed Siberians under the 
Treeline kennel prefix.

SPS1 AND SHPN1: WHAT THEY 
ARE AND WHY WE NEED TO 
TEST FOR THEM

Shaking puppy syndrome,  
Type 1 (SPS1) and Siberian 
Husky polyneuropathy, 
Type 1 (SHPN1) are two 
recently identified neuro-
logic diseases that affect 
the Siberian Husky breed. 
With the help of pas-
sionate breeders, owners, 
and researchers from the 
University of California-
Davis and University of 
Minnesota, we are now 
able to directly test a dog’s 
genetic status for SPS1 and 
SHPN1. This means that 
these two specific diseases 
are preventable with genetic 
testing. The Siberian Husky 
Club of America (SHCA) 

and SHCA Trust financially 
supported the collaborative 
research to identify a genetic 
cause of these diseases. 

SPS1-affected puppies 
first show identifiable signs 
around 2–3 weeks of age 
when they begin to walk. 
Clinical signs observed are 
tremors, incoordination, 
and difficulty walking. All 
SPS1-affected dogs studied 
have experienced sudden 
death prior to 2 years of age. 
SPS1 is inherited as a fully 
penetrant autosomal reces-
sive disease, meaning a dog 
needs two “bad” copies of 
the gene, one from each par-
ent, to be affected with this 
lethal disease.

SHPN1-affected dogs 
show a juvenile disease onset 
with symptoms typically 
present by 9 to 11 weeks 
of age (and, by definition, 
before 2 years of age) with 
clinical signs consisting of 
muscle weakness and gait 
abnormalities. SHPN1 
affects the communication 
in peripheral nerves that 
send sensory information 
from muscles to the brain/
spinal cord and back, 

resulting in abnormally 
rapid transmission of elec-
trical signals. SHPN1 dogs 
are increasingly immobile, 
developing muscle tremors 
and atrophy leading to loss 
of strength in the extremi-
ties. Important to note that 
SHPN1 is not caused by 
the same mutation found in 
a clinically similar disease 
called Alaskan Malamute 
polyneuropathy (AMPN), 
nor to a similar disease in 
Alaskan Huskies called 
Alaskan Husky encephalop-
athy (AHE). 

SHPN1 is inherited as a 
partially penetrant autoso-
mal recessive disease. Like 
SPS1, a dog needs two 
“bad” copies of the gene, 
one from each parent, to be 
affected. But unlike SPS1, 
with SHPN1 not every dog 
with two bad copies of the 
gene will develop severe dis-
ease; clinical signs may vary 
depending on the individual, 
but their quality of life will 
always be affected.

Testing for SPS1 and 
SHPN1 is needed only 
once in a dog’s lifetime 
and tests directly for the 
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ers, Italian Greyhounds, American Eskimo 
Dogs, Dalmatians, Shiba Inu

Dr. Bev Sigl Felten (65674) WI
(414) 828-2449
beverlyfelten5@gmail.com
Barbets, Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, 
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, Irish Red and 
White Setters, Boykin Spaniels, Irish Water 
Spaniels, Sussex Spaniels, Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffons, American Staffordshire 
Terriers

Mr. David Fitzpatrick (27307) PA
(717) 586-0961
dcfitz7@aol.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group (Bichons 
Frises, Finnish Spitz, Norwegian Lunde-
hunds, Schipperkes, Shiba Inu)

Mrs. Nancy Griego (90264) NM
(505) 681-8020
nrgakc@spinn.net
Lancashire Heelers, Polish Lowland 
Sheepdogs, Shetland Sheepdogs

Krista Hansen (95868) NY
(585) 457-7106
camlochcollies@aol.com
Black and Tan Coonhounds, Bluetick 
Coonhounds, Irish Wolfhounds, Treeing 
Walker Coonhounds, Whippets

Mr Fred Hyer (94219) MI
(616) 874-3647
fred@hyerluv.com
Basenjis, Black and Tan Coonhounds, 
Ibizan Hounds, Portuguese Podengo 
Pequenos, Whippets

Mrs. Pat M. Jenkins (9451) UT
(435) 770-0334
pmj16@msn.com
Balance of Non-Sporting (Bichons Frises, 
Chow Chows, Cotons du Tulear, Norwe-
gian Lundehunds, Schipperkes)

Mr. Gregg G. Kantak (94722) MD
(202) 492-1876
greggkantak@yahoo.com
Dalmatians, French Bulldogs, Keeshon-
den, Schipperkes

Mr. Kristofer Kelso (40630) CT
(203) 520-3861
kelsojk1@gmail.com
Irish Water Spaniels, American Eskimo 
Dogs, Lhasa Apsos

Martha C. Lageschulte (106091) CO
(303) 929-9064
starqust.mcl@gmail.com
Great Danes, Greater Swiss Mountain 
Dogs, Rottweilers

Miss Sandra Lex (7136) CN
(416) 252-9957
sandralex@rogers.com
Balance of Terrier Group (American 
Hairless Terriers, American Staffordshire 
Terriers, Bull Terriers, Cesky Terriers, Irish 
Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, Minia-
ture Schnauzers, Parson Russell Terriers, 
Rat Terriers, Russell Terriers, Staffordshire 
Bull Terriers)

Ms. Kathryn Madden (92226) NY
(516) 885-4860
madterv@gmail.com
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Vizslas, Wirehaired Vizslas
Mrs. Sherry Patton (110239) TX

(318) 518-6542
4everbts@gmail.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group (Bichons 
Frises, Cotons du Tulear, Finnish Spitz, 
Keeshonden, Norwegian Lundehunds, 
Schipperkes, Shiba Inu)

Ms. Margaret (Maggie) Peat (6409) CA
(415) 309-0103
maggiepeat@gmail.com
Petits Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Whippets

Mr. Joseph Reno (6407) NJ
(908) 561-7098
H icrest121@aol.com
Dalmatians, Lhasa Apsos, Lowchen, Shiba 
Inu, Tibetan Terriers, Xoloitzcuintli

Mrs. Charlene Rutar (94495) IN
(317) 989-3120
whiteriver.gsp@gmail.com
Balance of Non-Sporting (Bichons Frises, 
Chow Chows, Cotons du Tulear, Tibetan 
Spaniels)

Mr. Jeffrey P. Ryman (93219) WA
(425) 876-2213
jeff_ryman@hotmail.com
Australian Shepherds, Beaucerons, Ber-
gamasco Sheepdogs, Collies, Entlebucher 
Mountain Dogs, Lancashire Heelers, Nor-
wegian Buhunds

Ms. Johannah Winn Ryman (96233) WA
(360) 568-5525
johannahryman@gmail.com
French Bulldogs

Dr. Vicki Sandage (98425) KY
(606) 922-9552
sandfoxdvm@gmail.com
Beagles, English Foxhounds, Greyhounds, 
Harriers, Salukis, Sloughi

Mrs. Helene Stearns (101598) PA
(570) 595-3097
cairns@aberdeencairns.com
Australian Terriers, Cesky Terriers, Dan-
die Dinmont Terriers, Irish Terriers, Kerry 
Blue Terriers, Parson Russell Terriers

Mr. Wood Wormall (95931) DE
(805) 264-3304
woodwornall@hotmail.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group (Finn-
ish Spitz, Keeshonden, Norwegian Lun-
dehunds, Shiba Inu, Tibetan Spaniels), 
Affenpinschers

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING 
APPLICANTS
Ms. Chante Gonzales (116451) WA

gonzaleschante42@gmail.com
JS

Mrs. Pamela Schroeder (108285) WA
(778) 834-0059
pam@schroeder.bc.ca
JS

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been approved 

on a Permit basis for the designated breeds 
in accordance with the current judging 
approval process. They may now accept 
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assignments and the fancy may still offer 
comments to Judging Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Ms. Jodie Berry (115757) MA

jodie@willaby.net
Staffordshire Bull Terriers, JS- Limited

Mr. Phillip (Phil) Booth (115975) NY
(517) 518-2641
philboothphs@gmail.com
Brittanys, Lagotti Romagnoli, Pointers, 
German Shorthaired Pointers, Ger-
man Wirehaired Pointers, Chesapeake 
Bay Retrievers, Flat Coated Retrievers, 
Golden Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers, 
English Setters, Gordon Setters, Irish Set-
ters, Irish Red and White Setters, Clum-
ber Spaniels, Cocker Spaniels, English 
Cocker Spaniels, English Springer 
Spaniels, Field Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani, 
Vizslas, Weimaraners, Giant Schnauzers, 
Smooth Fox Terriers, Dalmatians, Austra-
lian Shepherds, JS 

Mr. Kenneth D. Granacki (115845) FL
(541) 280-2863
kgranacki86@gmail.com
Samoyeds

Gina Hayden (115521) CO
(661) 301-8430
ginahayden111@gmail.com
Salukis

Kelly Leonard (111922) MI
(734) 846-8015
kleonard734@gmail.com

American Foxhounds, Irish Wolfhounds, 
JS

Mr. Kevin E. Lind (112598) MD
(202) 440-2225
kevin.e.holmes@me.com
Standard Schnauzers, Affenpinschers

Melanie Mercer, DVM (114545) MO
(214) 641-6578
vetmel1300@aol.com
Irish Wolfhounds

Michelle Lee Ricklefs Cazett (115431) IA
(641) 521-5032
atpbulldogs@gmail.com
Bulldogs

Heather Stevenson (115693) CA
heather@oakbrooksamoyeds.com
Samoyeds, JS

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 
Mrs. Vicki Allenbrand (91374) KS

(678) 429-4609
blackjackdogs@earthlink.net
Azawakhs, English Foxhounds, Grey-
hounds, Harriers, Ibizan Hounds, Pharaoh 
Hounds, Whippets

Mr. Gary L. Andersen (6176) AZ
(480) 991-7485
glandersen@cox.net
Australian Cattle Dogs, Belgian Malinois, 
Belgian Sheepdogs, Belgian Tervurens, 
Briards, Lancashire Heelers, Old English 
Sheepdogs

Mr. Kurt D. Anderson (18749) CT
(203) 640-6460
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Galveston County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Cathy De La Garza
Garden State All Terrier Club, Inc.—Mr. 
Richard L. Reynolds
German Pinscher Club of America—
Barbara L. Visinski
German Shepherd Dog Club of America—
Dr. Carmen L. Battaglia
German Wirehaired Pointer Club of 
America, Inc.—Joan Payton
Giant Schnauzer Club of America, Inc.—
Chris Reed
Gig Harbor Kennel Club—James R. Dok
Glens Falls Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. 
Bonnie Lapham
Gloucester County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Barbara Breidenback
Gloucester Kennel Club of Virginia—
Debbie Hockaday
Golden Retriever Club of America—Mrs. 
Ellen Hardin
Gordon Setter Club of America, Inc.—
Nance O. Skoglund
Grand Rapids Kennel Club—Mrs. Carol L. 
Johnson
Greater Clark County Kennel Club Inc—
Ms. Karen J. Burgess
Greater Collin Kennel Club, Inc.—Barbara 
Shaw
Greater Fredericksburg Kennel Club—
Helen Norton
Greater Ocala Dog Club, Inc.—Mrs. Penny 
DiSiena

Greater Philadelphia Dog Fanciers 
Association—Mr. Jerry A. Berkowitz
Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of 
America, Inc.—Joanne Schottinger
Greenville Kennel Club—Gloria Askins
Greenwich Kennel Club—Donna Gilbert
Greyhound Club of America—Kathleen B. 
Whitaker
Harrisburg Kennel Club, Inc.—Sandra L. 
Rolenaitis
Hatboro Dog Club, Inc.—Sally L. Fineburg
Heart of the Plains Kennel Club—Patricia 
M. Cruz
Hendersonville Kennel Club—Elizabeth 
Ann Brown
Hockamock Kennel Club, Inc.—Nancy Fisk
Houston Kennel Club, Inc.—Thomas D. 
Pincus
Hungarian Pumi Club of America —Nancy 
Nelson
Huntingdon Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
Susan Ratz
Huntington Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. Marile 
A. Waterstraat
International Kennel Club of Chicago, 
Inc.—Mr. D S. Pfeil
Irish Red and White Setter Association of 
America—Christopher M. Orcutt
Irish Setter Club of America, Inc.—Ms. 
Karolynne M. McAteer
Irish Water Spaniel Club of America—Dan 
Sayers
Irish Wolfhound Club of America—
Eugenia Hunter
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Myrtle Beach Kennel Club—Sylvia 
Arrowwood
National Beagle Club—Eddie Dziuk
National Capital Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. 
Alfred J. Ferruggiaro
National Shiba Club of America—Maggi 
Strouse
New England Dog Training Club, Inc.—
Lucy Grant-Ruane
Newfoundland Club of America, Inc.—
Julie Poulin Siefert
Norfolk Terrier Club—Susan Schneider
North Shore Kennel Club—Holly E. 
Johnson
Northeastern Maryland Kennel Club—Ann 
M. Schultz
Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever Club 
(USA)—Brenda W. Dorman
Obedience Training Club of Hawaii, Inc.—
Beverly H. Conroy
Old Dominion Kennel Club of Northern 
Virginia, Inc.—Susan D. Sorbo
Olympic Kennel Club, Inc.—Tim Ufkes
Orange Empire Dog Club, Inc.—Bradford 
Yamada
Otterhound Club of America—Joellen 
Gregory, D.V.M.
Pacific Coast Pekingese Club—Frank Meister
Pasanita Obedience Club Inc.—Mrs. Betty 
M. Winthers
Pasco Florida Kennel Club—Renee L. 
Popkey
Pekingese Club of America—Steven 
Hamblin

Penn Treaty Kennel Club, Inc.—Bettina 
M. Sterling
Pharaoh Hound Club of America—
Dominic P. Carota
Philadelphia Dog Training Club, Inc.—
Larry Wilson
Piedmont Kennel Club, Inc.—Dean Burwell
Plainfield Kennel Club—Sheila Gallizzo
Plum Creek Kennel Club of Colorado—
Marlene Groves
Port Chester Obedience Training Club, 
Inc.—Kathy Gregory
Providence County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Kristen Burgoyne
Putnam Kennel Club, Inc.—Berna H. Welch
Puyallup Valley Dog Fanciers, Inc.—
Frances Stephens
Queensboro Kennel Club, Inc.—Cameron 
Capozzi
Rhode Island Kennel Club, Inc.—Grace 
Wilkinson
Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the United 
States, Inc.—Mary L. Elliott
Rio Grande Kennel Club—Mary E. 
Ferguson
Riverhead Kennel Club, Inc.—Michael 
Capozzi
Rockford-Freeport Illinois Kennel Club—
Barbara L. Burns
Rogue Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Paul 
Bodeving
Rubber City Kennel Club—Cathy Gaidos
Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club—Karen 
Cottingham
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These amendments were proposed by the 
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee and 
brought forward with approval by the AKC 
Board of Directors. 

There were no questions or discussion.

There was a two-thirds vote in the affirma-
tive and the amendments were adopted. 

The proposed rule changes to Chapter 
10, Section 2 and Section 5 of the Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows were voted on as 
one amendment. 

The next vote was on the proposed 
amendments to Chapter 10, Section 2 
and Section 5 of the Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows – Show Veterinarians, which adds 
the obligation for the Show Veterinarian to 
examine a dog referred by the event com-
mittee for examination to those who may 
become ill or injured at a show and adds 
the obligation that any cost associated with 
the examination of a dog by the Show 
Veterinarian is to the owner or owner’s 
agent of the dog. It replaces veterinarians 
with Show Veterinarians for consistency. 
It deletes the requirement for a club to 
be responsible for any expenses incurred 
in the examination of a dog it remands 
to determine if its presence endangers 
the health of other dogs. It also assigns 
responsibility for any expenses to the dog’s 

owner or agent.

These amendments were proposed by the 
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee and 
brought forward with approval by the AKC 
Board of Directors. 

There were no questions or discussion.

There was a two-thirds vote in the affirma-
tive and the amendments were adopted. 

The next vote was on the proposed amend-
ment Chapter 15, Section 1 of the Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows – Protests Against 
Dogs, which inserts that a dog remanded 
for examination by an event committee 
may only return to compete that same day, 
weekend, circuit, or cluster if the Show 
Veterinarian has examined the dog and 
determined its presence does not endanger 
other dogs. 

This amendment was proposed by the 
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee and 
brought forward with approval by the AKC 
Board of Directors. 

There were no questions or discussion.

There was a two-thirds vote in the affirma-
tive and the amendment was adopted. 

The last vote was on the proposed amend-
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The following Delegates spoke during New 
Business:

Gale Golden, Delegate from the 
Framingham District Kennel Club and 
Board member of the Ladies Dog Club, 
discussed the difficulty of clubs coor-
dinating available dates and venues in 
a small state like Massachusetts, the 
Northeast or similar geographic areas. 
She noted that the AKC Board has 
agreed to help find alternative ways for 
clubs to coexist while we continue work-
ing to build our sports. 

Douglas Johnson, Delegate from the 
Colorado Springs Kennel Club, who spoke 
on behalf of the Parent Club Committee 
announced the four recipients of the Pat 
Laurans Difference Maker Award for the 
quarter. The honorees were Mari-Beth 
O’Neill, Susan Hamil, Patti Strand and 
Larry Sorenson. 

Matt Townsend, Delegate from the 
Carolina Working Group Association, 
shared the idea of the AKC having a sec-
ond nationally televised show with the focus 
on reinforcing preservation breeding and 
celebrating elementary breeds. He, along 
with Karen Burgess, the Delegate 
from the Greater Clark County Kennel 
Club will be moving forward with this event 
concept. Interested Delegates are welcome 

to contribute.

Kathy Gregory, Delegate from the Port 
Chester Obedience Training Club remarked 
on the gratification of including veteran dogs 
at the Long Island Doberman Pinscher Club 
Specialty, which featured a veteran parade. 
20 veteran dogs participated, and it was 
impressive that four of the Doberman were 
14 years old and three were still able to trial. 
She encouraged the Delegates to showcase 
veterans at their specialties.

Alyson Casper, Delegate from the 
Dog Obedience Club of Florida and 
Coordinator for the December issue of 
Perspectives, asked the Delegates to submit 
articles to the newsletter by October 15, 
2024.

The Chair called on Ernest Obubah from 
KPMG to read the Teller's Report results 
on the vote for the Delegate Standing 
Committees. 

Mr. Obubah: Here are the results:
For the Bylaws Committee, the following 
three candidates were elected for three-year 
terms: 

•	 Sylvia Arrowwood
•	 Jan Ritchie Gladstone
•	 Dr. Gregory Paveza

Also, for the Bylaws Committee, the follow-
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https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/portuguese-podengo-pequeno/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/redbone-coonhound/
http://www.rrcus.org/
https://salukiclub.org/index.html
http://www.deerhound.org
https://sloughi-international.com/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/treeing-walker-coonhound/
https://www.americanwhippetclub.org


http://www.akitaclub.org/
http://alaskanmalamute.org/
https://asdca.club
https://www.bmdca.org/
http://www.thebrtca.org
https://americanboerboelclub.org
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.bullmastiff.us/
http://www.canecorso.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/chinook/index.cfm
http://www.dpca.org/
https://www.dogousa.org/
http://www.ddbsa.org/.
https://germanpinscher.org/
http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/
http://www.gdca.org/
https://greatpyrenees.club
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://komondorclubofamerica.org/
http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
http://www.mastiff.org/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
http://saintbernardclub.org/
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/
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Cesky Terrier

Airedale Terrier American  
Staffordshire Terrier

Australian Terrer Bedlington Terrier

Border Terrier

American 
Hairless Terrier

Bull Terrier Cairn Terrier Dandie Dinmont 
Terrier

Fox Terrier 
(Smooth)

Glen of 
Imaal Terrier

Irish Terrier Kerry Blue 
Terrier

Lakeland Terrier

Miniature Bull 
Terrier

Miniature 
Schnauzer

Norfolk Terrier Norwich Terrier

Parson Russell 
Terrier

Scottish Terrier Sealyham TerrierRat Terrier Russell Terrier

Skye Terrier Soft Coated 
Wheaten Terrier

Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier

Welsh Terrier West Highland 
White Terrier

Wire Fox Terrier

Manchester 
Terrier

http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
http://www.btcoa.org/
http://www.btca.com/
http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
http://ddtca.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/rat-terrier/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/russell-terrier/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://sealyham.org/
https://stca.us/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
https://welshterrier.org/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/wire-fox-terrier/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/smooth-fox-terrier/


http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://biewerterrierclubofamerica.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://www.japanesechinclubofamerica.org/
https://www.americanmaltese.org
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
https://pekingeseclubofamerica.com
https://ampomclub.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
http://silkyterrierclub.yolasite.com/
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/


http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
https://www.usactc.org/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org/
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/norwegian-lundehund/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://schipperkeclubofamerica.org
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/shiba-inu/
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/xoloitzcuintli/


https://www.acdca.org/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/belgian-laekenois/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.picards.us/
https://bordercolliesocietyofamerica.com
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
https://www.finnishlapphund.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org/
https://unitedstateslancashireheelerclub.com
https://www.mudi.us/
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pumiclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org/
https://www.swdclub.org/
https://www.swedishvallhund.com


https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/handlers/
http://www.akc.org/events/junior-showmanship/junior-clinics/
http://www.akc.org/events/handlers/adult-clinics/
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