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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This month is the official 
140th anniversary of 

the great American Kennel 
Club. Our legacy is a sto-
ried one. On September 17, 
1884, a group of 12 dedi-
cated sportsmen from local 
dog clubs convened to form 
the American Kennel Club. 
Today, we have grown 
into the world’s largest not-
for-profit dog registry and 
the second-oldest amateur 
sport-governing body in the 
country.

What started out with 
conformation and field trials 
as its only sports has now 
grown to include 28 sports, 
many of which every dog is 
welcome to participate in.

The AKC continues to 
be the premier destination 
for everything dog and con-
tinues to promote canine 
health and well-being and 
responsible dog ownership 
and breeding, throughout 
the years. Through public 
education programs, legis-
lative and advocacy efforts, 

advancing canine health 
and working to protect the 
rights of each dog owner, 
the AKC provides the high-
est level of guidance to over 
5,000 clubs and affiliated 
organizations nationally.

Our 140th year brought 
many exciting develop-
ments. In addition to record 
numbers of entries in con-
formation, companion, 
and performance events, 
the AKC recognized its 

201st breed, the Lancashire 
Heeler, in January. 

January also marked our 
15th annual New York City 
AKC Meet the Breeds, the 
wildly popular educational 
initiative that gives attendees 
the unique opportunity to 
meet and play with hun-
dreds of dog breeds while 
learning about responsible 
ownership from parent-club 
experts, and over 30,000 
people attended. AKC also 

Looking Back and Ahead
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joined forces with Allivet to 
create AKCRx, an online 
pet pharmacy offering FDA 
and EPA prescription and 
over-the-counter selections 
for a wide range of animals, 
including dogs, cats, horses, 
livestock, and birds. 

Additionally, we launched 
AKC DNA + Health. This 
new test combines genetic 
health and traits testing with 
AKC DNA identification, 
creating a powerful tool for 
breeders.

And most importantly, we 
continue to hold steadfast to 
our mission to promote the 
sport of the purebred dogs 
and to make a better world 

for dogs and their owners. 
It is genuinely great to be 
AKC.

We are celebrating 
another anniversary as well. 
This year marks the 14th 
anniversary of the AKC 
National Owner-Handled 
Series. This competition 
highlights the canine-hu-
man bond and is a beautiful 
demonstration of dedica-
tion to the breeding and 
exhibition of purebred 
dogs. We are thankful for 
every owner-handler and 
their beloved dogs for their 
participation over the years.

As we look ahead to 
the next 140 years, I am 

enthusiastic for the future. 
Certainly, we will continue 
to find new ways to educate 
and engage the public about 
responsible dog ownership 
and breeding, as well as the 
uniqueness of our purebred 
dogs.

Thanks to each of you for 
your participation in our 
sports and the passionate 
work of the AKC.

Until next time,

Dennis

AKC Meet the Breeds in New York  
delighted and educated 30,000 visitors.

Dennis B. Sprung
President and CEO
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Northeastern Illinois Norwegian Elkhound Association | Huntley, Illinois
Photos by Lynda Beam 

https://lyndabeam.zenfolio.com
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Summer Solstice Cluster | Cambridge, Minnesota
Photos by Kathleen Riley

https://www.kathleenrileyphotography.com/p278106133
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AKC Family Dog is a magazine unlike any other— 
written for dog people, by dog people. With stunning 
photography and compelling narratives, our multiple 
award–winning articles capture the infinite ways dogs 
enrich our lives—and what we can do to enrich theirs.

Give six digital, bimonthly issues for just $12.95! 
Your gift will be announced via email with a handsome 
AKC greeting card.

TREAT YOUR  
PET-LOVING FRIENDS 

with a
gift subscription to 

AKC Family Dog Magazine

CLICK 
HERE

TO SUBSCRIBE!

https://www.cambeywest.com/FDG/?f=gift&s=F4GAM
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CThere has been a good 
deal of discussion 

regarding the National 
Owner-Handled Series 
(NOHS) over the years. I 
am a breeder-owner-han-
dler, one of the 85 percent 

NOHS: 14 Years 
and Going Strong
The National Owner-Handled Series recognizes the core 
of our sport. By Carl C. Ashby

feature
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of exhibitors who show their 
own dogs and experience 
the challenges owner-han-
dlers encounter. As a past 
AKC Director, who strongly 
pushed for NOHS, I have 
had the opportunity to 
study the state of conforma-
tion shows in the past and 
today and, in my opinion, 
the outlook is not bright. In 
the following paragraphs I 
will highlight why and then 
directly focus on the impact 
of the NOHS.

Although our confor-
mation event entries 
(all-breed, specialty, and 
group) have remained rela-
tively constant over the past 
four years excluding 2020 
and 2021, the number of 
unique dogs in competition 
continues to decline. In 
2011, 128,468 unique dogs 
competed, compared with 
100,066 in 2023—a decline 
of 22 percent. During the 
same period the number of 
conformation events has 

increased by 18 percent.  
During this same period, 

we have seen the number 
of low-entry breeds grow 
to over 50 percent of our 
Stud Book. For example, 
breeder/exhibitors of 67 
breeds have a less than 50 
percent chance of having 
an entry at an event, and 
30 breeds less than a 70 
percent chance. This has 
huge implications for the 
future as it impacts both 
entries and participants. To 
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make things worse, in 2011, 
3.5 percent of the pups in 
all registered litters were 
shown, where in 2022 the 
number was 1.8 percent. 

Bottom line: We are 
redistributing a shrinking 
number of conforma-
tion participants across 
more entry opportunities. 
Redistribution will not sus-
tain the sport.

The reality of these 
figures validates the impor-
tance of keeping as many 
dogs and people as possible 
involved in conformation 
events. The NOHS was 
not intended to solve all the 
challenges of our sport, but 
to contribute to sustaining 
it and the core mission of 
the American Kennel Club.

Attitude surveys have 
shown that many own-
er-handlers believe (right or 
wrong) there is little room 
for them to be successful 
at the breed and/or group 
level. The result is, people 
are simply not showing 
beyond the classes, being 
highly selective where they 
showed based on internet 

research of a judging panel, 
or simply dropping out.  

Keeping an existing 
exhibitor (owner-handler) 
is always easier than gaining 
a new one. Changing cul-
tural norms, and restrictive 
pet ownership ordinances 
and laws, make it increas-
ingly di�cult to have 
multiple dogs and, simply, 
the 24/7 commitment to 
their dogs forms barriers 
for new participants. 

 
FOUR KEYS

When the AKC Board 

of Directors established 
the NOHS, we considered 
several factors impacting 
conformation:

1. People have a lot of 
recreational choices which 
don’t require a 24/7 com-
mitment as do dogs. They 
need a reason to stay at the 
show after breed judging 
rather than “one and done 
and gone.”

2. Success is measured 
by recognition for the 24/7 
commitment to their dogs.

3. There is a role for the 
professional in the sport, 
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These challenges have 
diminished over time.

The National Owner-
Handled Series is 
approaching its 15th year 
as part of our conforma-
tion sport. Over that time, 
it has become an integral 
part of the conformation 
event. While there may still 
be some who believe this is 
a second-class competition, 
the vast majority find it to be 
a great addition, evidenced 
by exhibitors who “check the 
box.” At a time when class 
entries are dropping (from 

approximately 74 percent 
of total entry in 2010 to 
59 percent in 2023), the 
NOHS is more important 
than ever.

  
THE TAKEAWAY

There are di�erences in 
points of view regarding 
NOHS, as well as other 
areas of conformation. In 
spite of our di�erences, we 
must come together. We are 
the ones who give our dogs 
a voice. They are counting 
on us to ensure they don’t 
become extinct. While the 
NOHS, on its own, will not 
ensure the future of our 
sport, it serves as a bridge 
to that end. If you are not 
checking the box, please do. 
If your club(s) are not o�er-
ing the competition, please 
encourage them to do so for 
the future of our dogs and 
sport. GZ

Carl C. Ashby is the AKC 

Delegate from the United States 

Kerry Blue Terrier Club. His 

article first appeared in Perspec-

tives, the Delegates’ publication.

More Info
More than 80 percent of show dogs are handled by 

their owners. The AKC National Owner-Handled Series 
celebrates enthusiastic, hardworking owner-handlers and 
allows their dogs to compete head-to-head in the show 
ring.

NOHS competition is held after Best of Breed judging 
in each breed ring. Dogs ranking in the top 10 for their 
breed during the qualifying period are eligible to partici-
pate in this competition. 

NOHS Ranking
Point schedule
NOHS Finals

https://www.uskbtc.com
https://www.uskbtc.com
https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/ohs/points_ranking/
http://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/akc-nohs-point-scale-and-ribbon-colors/
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/nohs-finals/
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Elegance in Motion

Angela Pickett judges Italian Greyhounds at Houston KC. 3:12

Breeder of the Year Portraits

Great champions from the kennels of top breeders, including this month’s two Legacy 

Breeders. 1:06

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlVQ3scozyE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPEWoePmeWs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPEWoePmeWs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlVQ3scozyE
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dog people

“In a breeding program, you need to 
concentrate virtues and minimize 

faults when you breed. So, you need to be 
able to see what a stud dog can give in virtues 
and what faults you might get and not double 

on what you have in your female. See what 
her strengths are and not double on the faults 
that they have. So, generation after gener-
ation, you do that.”—Margery Good, Pure 
Dog Talk podcast

Margery Good
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Brussels Gri�ons
THE HARDEST THING ABOUT 
BREEDING GRIFFONS

My friend Judy stopped 
by at the farm to 

play with my 20 Brussels 
Gri�ons. She asked, 
“What’s the hardest part of 
breeding dogs?”

Then she answered her 
own question. “It’s picking 
up the poop, right?”

Laughing, I shook my 
head. “No.” 

My mentor as a breeder 
was Carol Harris. I visited 
her Ocala farm and kennels 
whenever I got a weekend 
o� from work. Early in our 
friendship, she handed me 
pooper-scoopers, picked 
up her own, and we set o� 
across her broad front lawn. 

Carol said, “To be a good 
breeder, you have to like 
everything about taking care 
of your dogs. Even picking 
up. In fact, you have to love 
picking up, because you can 
tell a lot about your dogs by 
what you pick up.”

From that day forward, I 
have loved picking up after 
my dogs. 

What is the hardest thing? 

I had to think about that. 
Getting up every morn-

ing at 6 or 7 a.m. to let dogs 
out? Shaking out the blan-
kets and rinsing the water 
buckets and sweeping and 
mopping the kennel floor? 
The expensive trips to the 
vet?

Judy suggested, “Selling 
the puppies?”

Not that, I told her. My 
mentor used to say, “I love 

all the wonderful friends 
the dogs have brought into 
my life.” That’s how I feel, 
too. Because I am careful 
to get to know a bit about 
every potential buyer, with 
nearly every puppy I make a 
friend. My Christmas card 
pile is high with cards from 
people who own puppies 
that were born here. When 
they stay in touch and send 
photos, we always respond.

Brussels Griffon



https://abga.club/
https://abga.club/


https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org


SEPTEMBER 2024AKC GAZETTE 38

AK
C 

G
AZ

ET
TE

 C
O

LL
EC

TI
O

N

in with tree sap stuck to their 
long coats. Hmmm. It took a 
lot of experimentation with 
various safe substances to 
find that a small amount of 
rubbing alcohol dabbed on 
the sap dissolves it, fast, with 
no harm to the coat.

Long before everyone had 
a cell phone (with camera) 
attached to an ear, we took 
pictures with actual still 
and video cameras—big, 
bulky things. Film needed 
developing, and the whole 
process was clumsy at best. 
Today, taking pictures and 
videos couldn’t be easier, 
and the results are immedi-
ate. Back in the “dark ages,” 
it was a lot harder to see 
your dog in the ring as oth-
ers (judges) see him. So why 
aren’t more people asking a 
friend to video dogs so that 

they can analyze and cri-
tique the dog as he is? I find 
it shocking to observe highly 
promoted dogs and think, 
“Have they looked at the 
rear on that dog?” 

Take a video and show it 
to a trusted, experienced 
dog show friend, handler, 
judge, or trainer. Be sure 
that they will give you an 
honest and educated opin-
ion. No dog is perfect, and 
pictures (usually) don’t 
lie. We have been videoing 
and analyzing our dogs for 
decades. Look and learn!

Very smelly dog? Is 
it urine? Or skunk? 
Sometimes no matter how 
well you think you bathe 
your dogs, there is a linger-
ing foul odor. There are a 
number of remedies right 
on your shelf that can ame-

liorate that problem. (Test 
everything first on a small 
spot to be sure your dog has 
no adverse reaction.) 

Try diluting a little 
Dawn liquid detergent in a 
spray-bottle and spray it on 
the problem area. Doesn’t 
work? Try diluted white vin-
egar, sprayed on and left in 
for 10 minutes before wash-
ing out. Regular Listerine 
mouthwash is also great 
for removing coat odors. 
Listerine White also works 
on stained coat areas. Lemon 
juice concentrate is an old 
handler’s remedy for mouth 
stains, too, mixed with corn 
starch to a paste and left on a 
beard for 20 minutes. 

Speaking of mouth stains, 
I personally hate dogs with 
wet beards. To minimize 
how wet (and consequently 
stained) beards can get, I 
have designed a water-bowl 
system that holds plenty of 
water but limits how wet a 
face can get. Take any bowl 
from small to large and 
create a “moat” by putting 
something in the middle 
of the bowl so the only 
water exposed is a narrow 

Havanese
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out food, then finding food 
paired with an essential oil, 
then hunting for a Q-tip 
dabbed with the oil. Cheryl 
said the Pekingese who 

smelled then stole food o� 
her co�ee table became her 
scent work dog.

One of Cheryl’s proudest 
memories was when her 
Pekingese, Monk, earned 
the first leg of an agility 
title. She told herself, “Now 
I know I can do this.” She 
said a lot of judges in these 
events have never had a 
Pekingese in their trials 
before, and some judges 

do not even recognize the 
breed. When enlightened, 
they say, “I didn’t know a 
Pekingese could do this.” 

Cheryl did have a stellar 
conformation memory when 
her Forest, Da Mao Black 
Forest Cake, took a Best in 
Show. Forest also earned 
an Beginner Novice title in 
obedience, a Rally Novice 
title, and a CGC.

Seeing Reese participate in 

Pekingese Reese enjoys a wide range of activities including agility, 
rally, tricks, and Fast CAT. Owned and trained by Sharon Sipple, Reese 
earned the PCA’s Versatile Pekingese Gold award.
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having an appearance that 
suggests great stability and 
strength should hopefully 
encourage people to expect 
breeders to produce such 
vibrant dogs. 

Another misconception 
is that Bulldogs cannot 
run or jump. Hopefully the 
growing number of active, 
normal Bulldogs being fea-
tured in social media posts 
as well as participating in 
AKC performance events 
will put that myth to rest. 

While it can be expected 
that a pup kept completely 

out of condition and obese 
will struggle with even 
the most basic activities, 
that becomes owner error. 
Granted, some careless 
breeders do not take the 
basic requirements for 
soundness into consid-
eration when choosing 
breeding pairs, and resulting 
puppies may be the ones 
who pay the price; that’s not 
the fault of the entire breed. 
And certainly not the stan-
dard.

And of course the most 
overused of all is that 

the breed is inherently 
unhealthy by virtue of their 
conformation. Through our 
BCA Health Ambassador 
Program and other means, 
were have proved that to be 
a false blanket claim. 

Owners seeking to add 
a Bulldog to their families 
would be wise to find breed-
ers who have demonstrably 
normal dogs. 

And speaking of the stan-
dard, it describes a strong 
dog who moves with unre-
strained, free, and vigorous 
action. 

2024 National Specialty
The Bulldog Club of 

America’s 2024 national 
specialty will be held at 
the Eisenhower Hotel in 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
on November 24–30.

Submissions for the 
Ambassador for Health pro-
gram are due on October 1. 
Certificates will be handed 
out during national week, 
with the Platinum and 
Diamond recipients being 
announced at the annual 
awards banquet. 

Hall of Fame submissions 

Bulldog
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Matgo Law, and those who 
heard his call, and those 
who were the first roster of 
fanciers, and the breeders 
and fanciers they brought in, 
and so on—if not for them, 
this breed could be lost, just 
a rumor or a story in a his-
tory book. And as our sport 
shrinks, as our numbers 
dwindle to fewer breeders, 
fewer dogs, we have to pay 
attention!

Marge Calltharp, the 
CSPCA’s AKC Delegate, 
brought a topic to the 
CSPCA Board Meeting 
last week that is something 
breeders and clubs should 
become familiar with: The 
American Kennel Club 
Purebred Preservation Bank 
(akcppb.org). The introduc-
tion on the site says: 

“The Mission of the AKC 
Purebred Preservation Bank 
(AKC PPB) is to ensure the 
viability of purebred dogs. 
This valuable service is nec-
essary to salvage or restore 
endangered dog breeds now 
and in the future. While 
coordinating e�orts with 
non-profit breed-specific 
clubs, the AKC PPB will 

educate breeders, clubs, and 
the public about the impor-
tance of safeguarding frozen 
semen and protecting pure-
bred dog breeds for future 
decades.”

I know it’s easy to say, 
“Nah, that will never happen, 
no worries.” But. But we lost 
or nearly lost some breeds 
during the World Wars. When 
you are fighting for your life, 
barely surviving, saving a 
breed is not at the top of the 
list. Beyond that, as our sport 
ages out, there are fewer fan-
ciers to replace us, to keep 
our bloodline and even our 
very breed in existence. 

How many have said, “Oh, 
my kids won’t want those 
photos, those trophies …” 
For the reason that a cave 
exists containing the seeds 
of every plant on Earth, just 
in case, we should look into 
storing our breed in ways 
that we can recover them, 
should they be lost or nearly 
extinct. And this is a possible 
start in that direction.

Check it out, give it your 
attention, and even if right 
now you don’t see a need, 
well, I wouldn’t have seen 

it as a need 30 years ago 
either. But those years 
passed fast, and as friends 
quit breeding, as long-timers 
have passed on, many lines 
have been lost! Let’s not 
wait until we need another 
Matgo Law, because that 
lightning may not strike 
twice.

—Karen Kleinhans 
DeSilva,

kasupei@aol.com
Chinese Shar-Pei Club of 

America

Chow Chows
CHOW CHOWS: PRESERVING 
THE ESSENTIALS 

One of the foremost 
goals of every Chow 

Chow breeder should be to 
practice and promote the 
breeding of quality in Chow 
Chows—not only in health 
matters, but also in accor-
dance with the description 
of the ideal Chow Chow 
as defined in the breed 
standard. It is the responsi-
bility of breeders to ensure 
our breed continues to be 
healthy and exemplifies 
the essential characteristics 

https://akcppb.org
mailto:kasupei%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.cspca.com
http://www.cspca.com
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of the breed so the Chow 
Chow will survive well into 
the future. 

This e�ort depends upon 
a consistent international 
e�ort by dedicated fanciers 
who share a common vision. 

Ours is one of the oldest 
breeds, recognized by their 
square profile, correct pro-
portions, coat and breed 
type, with unique char-
acteristics: square profile, 
scowling expression, stilted 
gait, and blue-black pigmen-

tation. 
The breed standard says, 

“While primarily a compan-
ion today, his working origin 
must always be remembered 
when assessing true Chow 
type.” Throughout history 
the Chow Chow has served 
mankind by performing 
a variety of tasks, such as 
drafting, protection, and 
herding. 

The first Chows were 
brought to England in 
1781 from the Canton area 

of China by a member of 
the East India Company. 
As news of the arrival of 
the new breed spread, the 
importation of Chows into 
England increased in the 
mid-1800s, and the breed 
began its ascent to pres-
ent popularity after Queen 
Victoria took an interest in 
this “Wild Dog of China,” 
as it was called when on 
display in the London Zoo. 
Queen Victoria was given a 
Chow in 1865, and in 1881 
the Prince of Wales had one 
which was exhibited. 

The Chow Chow Club 
was founded in England in 
1895. The breed standard 
was based on a famous dog 
of the day, Chow VIII, and 
this is still the standard that 
is used in England. 

The Chow was recognized 
by The Kennel Club of 
England in 1894. A number 
of Chow Chows were exhib-
ited at the Crufts dog show 
of 1925. 

Chow Chows were exhib-
ited for the first time in the 
United States in 1890. The 
American Kennel Club o�-
cially recognized the breed 

“Chow VIII”—the Chow Chow upon whom the breed’s standard in England 
was based in 1895. This is still the standard that is used in England.
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in 1903, and the Chow 
Chow Club was admitted 
as an AKC member club in 
1906.

Through the dedica-
tion and tenacious e�orts 
of Chow Chow fanciers 
through the years, our breed 
has continued to flourish. 
Education of new fanciers 
has always been and must 
continue to be a foremost 
e�ort of the clubs and fan-
ciers. In the United States, 
the AKC, the Orthopedic 
Foundation for Animals 
(OFA), and the Chow 
Chow Club, Inc. have 
invested a great amount of 
time, talent, knowledge, and 
financial support to assist 
us in protecting our breed 
and educating our fanciers. 
Please continue to use and 
share these resources as we 
move forward.

Long live the Chow Chow!
—Love Banghart, 
Lkendr4300@aol.com
Chow Chow Club, Inc. 

Dalmatians
CREATING TOMORROW TODAY

It’s our duty and responsi-
bility to ensure the sport 

of dogs continues for gener-
ations to come. One of the 
best ways we can do that is 
by investing our energies 
and resources into encour-
aging children to participate 
in Junior Showmanship. 

Around for decades, the 
first AKC classes for chil-
dren were o�ered in 1920 
and were considered a great 
opportunity for lifelong 
training in dogs shows and 
for the upcoming challenges 
of life. 

This sport o�ers a great 
chance for kids to develop 
so many essential skills that 
they can also carry forward 
into adulthood. Not only 
will they learn a sense of 
responsibility in caring for 
others dependent on them, 
they will also learn sports-
manship—as we all know, 
you win some and lose a lot. 

In addition, they will learn 
lessons in how to be respect-
ful, fair, humble, and how 
to develop positive relation-
ships with others.

The Dalmatian Club of 
America (DCA) enthu-
siastically supports and 
encourages this aspect of 
our sport with lots of incen-
tives and rewards. 

• The DCA annually 
awards a $500 scholarship 
to a qualified and deserving 
DCA Junior Showmanship 
member.

• The top-winning 
junior handler showing 
a Dalmatian during the 
previous year who is a cur-
rent DCA member will be 
presented with a bronze 
medallion, preferably at the 
annual banquet if possible. 
The AKC statistics will be 
used to determine the top 
junior handler during the 
respective year.

• The DCA will also 
provide a $250 stipend 
to the AKC National 
Championship and/or the 
Westminster Kennel Club 
show to qualifying and 
competing juniors showing 
a Dalmatian. Timely appli-
cation for this stipend is the 
responsibility of the junior.

• The DCA will also o�er a 
$100 stipend to any junior at 

mailto:Lkendr4300%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.chowclub.org


mailto:janlinne56%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://dalmatianclubofamerica.org
https://dalmatianclubofamerica.org




https://frenchbulldogclub.org/
https://frenchbulldogclub.org/




SEPTEMBER 2024AKC GAZETTE 64

non-sporting group

Given this outline, balance 
is the key in seeking the ideal 
Keeshond head type. 

Breeding a true Keeshond 
expression can be a chal-
lenge for breeders. I think 
breeders fall in love with 
their dog’s head and expres-
sion and sometimes find it 
di�cult to fault their heads, 
while they may find it much 
easier to fault, color, coat, 
and structure. 

As in all breeding deci-
sions, objectivity is the key. 
It is helpful in evaluating 
head type, as in other areas, 
to take measurements. You 
will find that those with the 
most pleasing expressions 
will have many measure-
ments that equal, such as 
the distance from the corner 
of the eye to the base of the 
ear, the length of the muzzle, 
the depth of the muzzle, the 
length of the back-skull, and 
so on. Keep the measure-
ments on hand and compare 
generations. The informa-
tion will be enlightening. 

Every generation of 
Keeshonden has individu-
als that are known for ideal 
head type. Observe them, 

and look at generations 
past. What they all have in 
common is balance and the 
exquisite alert and intelligent 
expression called for in the 
Keeshond standard. 

—Debbie Lynch, 
dlnpoconsult@gmail.com
Keeshond Club of 

America

Lhasa Apsos
BE A LIFELONG LEARNER

As summer ebbs, mil-
lions of children have 

headed back to school. 
Learning is neither just for 
children, nor limited to fall 
through spring. Each of us 
should be a lifelong learner, 
eager to assimilate new ideas 
and test new theories. 

Serious dog fanciers and 
breeders know that expertise 
and growth are fueled by 
new information and expe-
riences. While learning styles 
di�er, each of us builds 
knowledge through a combi-
nation of reading, listening, 
observation, technology, and 
experience. 

Planning a breeding pro-
gram requires having a goal, 

understanding strengths and 
weaknesses, and planning a 
course of action to achieve 
it. Decisions can’t be just 
data driven or gut reactions. 
Instinct drives the creative 
part of breeding but is most 
valuable when backed by 
knowledge and experience.

The internet a�ords access 
to books, articles, and mag-
azines, both breed-specific 
and general. Books specif-
ically on the Lhasa Apso 
authored by noted breed 
authorities Robert Berndt 
and the Herbels are readily 
available. 

Treasures such as The 
Lhasa Apso by the late 
Frances Sefton are out of 
print but a must-read if you 
can find one to learn semi-
nal breed information. 

Mastering structure, 
movement, genetics, and 
health issues are non-ne-
gotiable, so works such as 
The Genetics of the Dog by 
Malcolm Willis are valuable.

Presently, only one peri-
odical is devoted solely to 
our breed, the American 
Lhasa Apso Club Bulletin, 
published by the American 

mailto:dlnpoconsult%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.keeshond.org
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into the box where they will 
be spending the next eight 
weeks, and put mom in with 
her pups. 

For Standards or even 
Miniatures, a whelping box 
with a “pig rail” will prevent 
the bitch from trapping a 
puppy between herself and 
the side of the box. Make 
sure she has food and water 
available, but most likely she 
will just settle in and begin 
cleaning her pups and prob-
ably have a good nap. 

Spend the first few nights 
or longer with the new fam-
ily to make sure no puppies 
get trapped under the mom. 
This is particularly true with 
larger dogs, larger litters, or 
first-time moms. 

Make sure that every 
puppy has nursed—and that 
the bitch knows about clean-
ing the puppies, if this is her 
first litter. 

If you really want to be 
cautious, weighing each 
puppy every day will show 
you that everyone is nurs-
ing and thriving, and it will 
alert you to catch a potential 
problem early. Most breed-
ers have di�erent-colored 

yarn or paper collars to help 
keep tabs on each puppy. 

If it’s been more than 
two hours of real straining 
before or between pup-
pies, it’s time to call your 
vet. Your vet will probably 
begin with a manual exam, 
which should include feeling 
inside the vulva to see if a 
puppy is present in the birth 
canal and if the presentation 
seems normal. 

Assuming there are no 
problems discovered, it 
might be a good time for an 
oxytocin injection to stimu-
late labor. This may be all it 
takes to get things going. 

I try not to give oxytocin 
too early, if possible, because 
in cases of large litters giving 
it too early can wear her out 
so that there is nothing left 
to get out the last couple of 
puppies. This is called uter-
ine inertia and will result in 
a C-section to deliver the 
last one or two puppies. 

If the oxytocin does not 
cause the bitch to strain 
almost immediately, or if a 
puppy doesn’t come pretty 
quickly—say within a half-
hour—then the next step 

is an X-ray. This can tell 
if there is a puppy in an 
impossible position, or two 
puppies coming together, 
or some other problem in 
presentation. Probably a 
Caesarian section will be 
needed. 

By the way, in my experi-
ence, whenever I have had a 
bitch go into labor normally 
and do all the textbook 
things, and after an hour or 
so just stop everything and 
go to sleep, it always means 
a section.—M.P.

Thank you, Madeline. 
(To continue in the 

December 2024 issue.)
Poodle Club of America 

Schipperkes
IF TOMORROW NEVER COMES

It’s really a tough subject 
none of us wants to think 

about: What would happen 
to my dog(s) if something 
happens to me? We have lost 
club members to sudden ill-
ness or accidents, especially 
the past several years. Some 
of these situations have been 
prepared for by the individ-
ual, and others not so much. 

https://poodleclubofamerica.org/
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Shiba’s mind is highly intel-
ligent and picks up training 
concepts quickly but frowns 
upon a lot of repetition. 

The handler must see the 
training through a Shiba’s 
eyes: “I am not here to 
please you, and furthermore, 
how are all your requests 

advantageous to me?” 
Understanding this, as well 

as the breed’s independent 
hunting nature, allows the 
Shiba Inu and handler to 
excel in the performance 
world. 

Increasingly more Shibas 
and their owners are dip-

ping feet and paws into the 
wide array of events o�ered 
by the AKC and other orga-
nizations. Coursing ability 
tests—CATs, Fast CATs—
scent work, and Barn Hunts 
are weekend favorites for the 
highly active Shiba who can 
show o� their skills chasing 
and seeking out critters. 

A recent scenario 
described to me depicted 
a Barn Hunt event set up 
near the conformation ring, 
and the Shiba let loose 
the breed’s typical “Shiba 
scream” outside the show 
ring once his keen sense 
of smell picked up the rat 
scent. I can only imagine the 
handler diligently working to 
gain the focus of their Shiba 
before entering the ring. 

The owner who is looking 
for a little more challenge 
and has a nearby facility can 
try dock diving. According 
to the National Shiba Club 
of America (NSCA) web-
site, there are two Shibas 
with dock diving titles, one 
of whom has earned a Dock 
Diving Advanced title. This 
is quite the achievement for 
a breed that is not particu-

Shiba Inu
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larly fond of water. 
The opportunities to earn 

titles such as Trick Dog and 
rally through AKC’s virtual 
program allow the Shiba 
and their owner to explore 
performance in a low-stress 
and safe environment at 
home or a training facility. 

The NSCA is seeing more 
of the membership partic-
ipate in these activities and 
earn titles, which in return 
can be applied toward the 
club’s annual award pro-
gram. 

I personally took the 
opportunity this past year 
to explore trick titles with 
my Shibas. I’ll admit tricks 
with my crew were never on 
the list; however, I quickly 
realized the fun I missed, 
and it was me, the handler, 
who needed to learn how 
to teach the trick! These 
fun events extend beyond 
being a great pastime to 
challenge the Shiba mind 
and their athletic, compact 
body—they enhance the 
relationship between handler 
and dog, build confidence in 
a young Shiba for the show 
ring, help an older senior be 

active, and increase skills of 
the new or advanced han-
dler. 

—Letty Hughes, 
lettyhughes.nsca@gmail.com
National Shiba Club of 

America

Tibetan Spaniels
HOW DID YOU DISCOVER 
TIBBIES?

We often hear Tibetan 
Spaniels referred to 

as the “best-kept secret in 
the dog world.” No argu-
ment from me! So with that 
being the case, how did you 
first discover Tibbies? We 
reached out to a number 
of active Tibbie people and 
asked them to share their 
stories.

Deb Lindsay recalls that 
she was stewarding for AKC 
judge David Kirkland at a 
show in June 2015. David 
was a longtime friend 
from their days of show-
ing Miniature Schnauzers. 
“While on a break during 
judging, I mentioned that 
grooming the Miniature 
Schnauzer was taking a 
toll on my wrist, and I 

was interested in finding a 
small breed that required 
less demanding grooming, 
says Deb. “David excit-
edly mentioned the Tibetan 
Spaniel and called them ‘the 
best-kept secret in the dog 
world!” 

At lunch Deb quickly 
researched Tibbies on the 
parent club website, and “I 
was in love.” Eight months 
later, the first of Deb’s cur-
rent three male Tibbies 
arrived. “This little black 
and tan, a very inquisitive 
boy, completely hooked 
me in!” Deb is amazed that 
“one sentence, spoken at 
the right time, changed the 
course of my life in pure-
bred dogs. Finding success 
in the breed ring with own-
er-handled Tibbies was a 
dream come true.”

Connie Buckland dis-
covered the breed shortly 
after it entered the AKC 
Non-Sporting Group in 
1983. She was asked to help 
show a Tibbie that sum-
mer. “At first, I had a hard 
time accepting their bite. 
It looked like teeth every-
where! But the more I was 

mailto:lettyhughes.nsca%40gmail.com?subject=
https://shibas.org/
https://shibas.org/
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could bathe, groom, train, 
feed, and put on a table. 
“While on the Tarheel 
Circuit when Samantha 
was around seven, she was 
spending a lot of time at 
Carol and Dick Je�ery’s RV. 
It seems they had a litter of 
Tibbies that Sam had fallen 
in love with. Sam finished 
Empi quickly, even show-
ing against adult handlers. 
And that’s how we got into 
Tibetan Spaniels 40-plus 
years ago.” 

Susan adds that when 
Samantha would arrive 
ringside, adults would say 
“Hi, Sam” and pat her on 
the head. “Hence our kennel 
name became Hysams.”

Lary Hesdor�er and 
Ed Jimenez were living in 
a high-rise apartment in 
Atlanta in 1999 and went 
about finding the right 
breed for them in a very 
organized way. The breed 
had to comfortably fit their 
urban lifestyle and meet 
their preferences in type and 
aesthetics. 

“We each had had dif-
ferent breeds before but 
didn’t want to repeat those 

choices. We sat down with 
an encyclopedia of dogs and 
a package of Post-it notes. 
We placed a Post-it on any 
breed page that interested 
us in the slightest. Then we 
read through the pros and 
cons to further refine the 
quick reviews. As the sticky 
little tabs became fewer and 
fewer, we studied more of 
the details of each breed: 
health concerns, exercise 
needs, grooming require-
ments.” 

At the end of the review, 
their strongest interest was 
in the Tibetan Spaniel—a 
breed that neither of them 
had ever seen before. After 
that, they found a breeder 
who was expecting a litter in 
a few months’ time. 

“Now, more than 25 years 
later, I’d say the decision to 
acquire a Tibbie was not just 
right; it was perfect,” con-
cludes Lary.

Headed to shows in 
Virginia Beach hoping to 
win a major on her Golden 
Retriever, Dianne Tyree 
recalls she’d been look-
ing for a small breed that 
didn’t require a great deal 

of grooming and was own-
er-handler friendly. 

“I watched Tibbie breed 
judging and was enchanted 
by these delightful little 
dogs. My friend and I visited 
a local restaurant for lunch 
that day and were discuss-
ing the breed, when from 
a table away, a woman said 
she had Tibetan Spaniels, 
and they were [you guessed 
it!] the best-kept secret in 
the dog world.” Dianne 
says, “I came home without 
the major but knowing that 
my next breed would be a 
Tibetan Spaniel.”

Colleen Bias Cha�ee 
obtained her first show 
dog, an English Springer 
Spaniel, in 1972, and 
continued breeding and 
showing Springers until the 
mid-1990s. “When an arm 
injury would not allow me 
to do the intense grooming 
needed for Springers in 
the show ring, I began my 
search for a smaller, easy-
to-care-for breed. I looked 
at a lot of breeds but kept 
coming back to Tibetan 
Spaniels,” says Colleen. 
“Thanks to Margie Wikerd, 
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Just when you’ve decided 
there’s nothing in the ring 
who can defeat your special, 
what are the chances (A) 
he’ll be bored by the whole 
business and mope around 
the ring, (B) he’ll relieve 
himself in the ring, or (C) 
he’ll lose to a 6-month-old at 
her first show?

A friend has a family 
emergency and has to leave 
town. Out of the goodness 
of your heart you agree to 
look after her dog while 
she’s away. What are the 
chances the dog will (A) 
come down with kennel 
cough the following day, (B) 
come into season, or (C) 
be so miserable missing her 
mom that she’ll chew up 
your new sofa?

You’ve been training your 
Beardie for her debut in 
Novice obedience, and she’s 
letter perfect. You walk into 
the ring, and (A) when you 
say “sit” she looks at you as 
though she’s never heard the 
word, (B) she does the entire 
heeling exercise on the right 
side and six feet in arrears, 
or (C) she does everything 
perfectly until the Long 

Down—which she does on 
her back with all four feet 
waving in the air.

With any luck, you have 
progressed to Open obedi-
ence. What are the chances 
your boy will (A) walk 
through the broad jump, 
stepping carefully between 
the boards; (B) happily 
retrieve the dumbbell but 
return it to the judge; or 
(C) drop perfectly on the 
recall—but not until his nose 
is almost touching your toes?

So, have any of these 
things happened to you? Or 
is it just me? 

—Alice Bixler,
alice@bedlamkennels.com
Bearded Collie Club of 

America 

Belgian Malinois
THE WEIGHT OF THE EVIDENCE

When I left o� in the 
June 2024 issue, I had 

just introduced the height 
data that I collected on 
Malinois and other Belgians. 
Height requirements are 
well documented in our 
standards, and don’t depend 
on much of anything except 

genetic predisposition (early 
nutrition is likely not a prob-
lem in this subpopulation). 
Remember, we are working 
our way around to consid-
ering whether our Belgians 
have the right amount of 
“substance”—or, as the 
Belgian Sheepdog standard 
used to put it, “timber.” 

To me, “substance” is 
a word that describes the 
range of builds from deli-
cate, reedy, and fine-boned 
to “built like a tank,” with 
heavy bone. Dogs of the 
same height could be this 
di�erent. Consider the 
Whippet and the Australian 
Shepherd, which have 
approximately the same 
height range but do not have 
the same amount of skel-
etal and bodily heft. While 
each might be appropriate 
to its function and standard, 
they do not have the same 
amount of “substance.” A 
dog of the same height may 
be built more or less heav-
ily. Presumably, even for 
dogs of the same height this 
would show up as a weight 
di�erence. Indeed, to com-
pare two breeds of similar 

mailto:alice%40bedlamkennels.com?subject=
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
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I term the midpoints of 
these ranges, 50 and 60 
pounds respectively, the 
“ideal” weights.

Figure 1:  Weight ranges 
in Belgian breeds. Figure 
1 shows a histogram of 
the weights of all 94 mea-
sured Belgians of all types, 
reported as the percent of 
the sample group within 
each four-pound interval. 
Since males and females are 
expected to have di�erent 
weights, I’ve shown separate 
lines for them. 

You can see that the most 
common weight in females 
was around 45 pounds, and 

the most common weight in 
males was around 54. 

There is a lot of variabil-
ity, from 33 to 70 pounds. 
Maybe it’s not surpris-
ing that the weights are 
shifted to the low end of the 
expected range, since height 
tended to run in the low half 
of the range as well, particu-
larly for the female Malinois 
and Tervuren.

Figure 2: Relationship 
between height and weight. 
Let’s look at how strong 
the relationship is between 
weight and height. Figure 2 
shows weight plotted against 
height. Also shown are the 

results of a linear regression, 
including the equation of the 
line that best represents the 
data, and which gives you the 
ability to predict the average 
weight of a dog of known 
height. Based on this sample 
group, about 61percent of 
the variation in the weight 
data is explained by variation 
in the dog’s height (r2-ad-
justed). Something else 
explains the other 39 percent 
of the variation in weight. 

Now we are on a hunt for 
that other 39 percent. We 
have data we can use for 
that! We have:

• Body condition
• Age
• Sex
• Muzzle circumference
• Circumference of the 

front and rear legs
• Chest circumference
• Body length
We don’t know if any 

of these parameters will 
explain the variability, but 
we will give it a shot in my 
next column.

—Carilee (Cole) Moran, 
colemich@sbcglobal.net
American Belgian 

Malinois Club Figure 2

mailto:colemich%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
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Belgian Sheepdogs
SO YOU THINK YOU WANT A 
BELGIAN?

The breed standard for 
the Belgian Sheepdog 

says, “He should be watch-
ful, attentive, and always 
in motion when not under 
command.” For the right 
home, a Belgian Sheepdog 
can be a lot of fun. Left to 
their own ideas, your shoes 
may be the new favorite 
toy for a Belgian Sheepdog 
who is running circles in the 
backyard. 

A Belgian Sheepdog is 
always happiest when he 
knows his job. Agility, con-

formation, 
herding, 
obedience, 
rally and 
tracking are 
the staples 
for many 
a Belgian 
Sheepdog 
competitor. 
As younger 
generations 
emerge, 
we are see-
ing many 
Belgian 

Sheepdogs thriving in newer 
titling events like dock div-
ing, Fast CAT, scent work, 
and Trick Dog.

Finding a Belgian 
Sheepdog breeder can be 
hard. The website of the 
breed’s national parent club, 
the Belgian Sheepdog Club 
of America, o�ers national 
and regional club con-
tacts, as well as a Breeder’s 
Directory and many other 
resources for both current 
and prospective Belgian 
Sheepdog owners. Go to a 
club meeting or event and 
meet local breeders, owners, 
and fanciers of the breed, as 

this is typically the best way 
to get an idea of whether 
you and your prospective 
Belgian will be suitable for 
each other. You may also 
find that your home is not 
for a Belgian, due to the 
breed’s necessary early 
socialization needs and high 
energy level. That’s OK! 
Better for all to find out now 
rather than being heartbro-
ken and having to return the 
puppy later on.

Temperament is of 
importance with any breed 
and should be considered 
strongly, along with health, 
when choosing a Belgian 
Sheepdog. The standard 
says, “In his relationship 
with humans, he should be 
observant and vigilant with 
strangers, but not apprehen-
sive.” He should not show 
fear or shyness. The stan-
dard also says, “Viciousness 
is a disqualification.”  

Yes, as with any breed, 
there are things to be 
aware of when consider-
ing a Belgian Sheepdog. 
A responsible breeder will 
have assessed each puppy 
individually by 8–9 weeks of 

Belgian Sheepdog

http://www.bsca.info
http://www.bsca.info
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tion may slip through the 
cracks, and you will see a 
judge perform this type of 
exam. It may not be a bad 
idea to train your dog to 
accept this type of exam so 
they don’t have a meltdown 
if it happens. Do not expect 
it to be the norm.

The entire bite exam 
should take seconds. 
Practice until you feel you 
are doing a smooth presen-
tation. 

In the event a judge still 
wants to check the bite on 
his own, remember that you 
may ask if you can show the 
bite instead. Most judges 
will comply, but remember 
that it is their choice. 

—Dana B. Mackonis, 
cachetnoir@yahoo.com
American Belgian 

Tervuren Club

Briards
IN A CHANGING WORLD

In a world where the only 
constant is change, the 

Briard is a breed that has 
remained relatively true to 
its original roots, both in 
appearance and character. 

A photo of a Briard of 1921 
looks amazingly like the black 
roadblock slumbering at my 
feet. (Both could benefit 
from a proper grooming.) 

While some other breeds 
have rambled through a half-
dozen di�erent names and 
myriad manifestations, the 
Chien Berger de Brie (sheep 
herding dog of Brie), or 
Briard, has long been the 
appellation of this sturdy, 
long-coated French sheep 
dog. 

Fortunately, the breed has 

never su�ered the 
pangs of popu-
larity. Aficionados 
will tell you this 
is not a breed for 
everyone, and 
that’s all to the 
good. 

The only real 
changes to the 
Briard’s appear-
ance have been 
the result of 
better nutrition, 
advanced groom-
ing equipment, 
and enhanced 
coat-care products. 

When it comes 
to comparing the Briards 
of a century or more ago 
with the dogs of today, The 
Shepherd Dog of Brie is a 
positive treasure. The book 
was written in 1925 by M. 
Sedir and was later trans-
lated and reprinted in an 
illustrated, spiral-bound 
format by the Atlantic States 
Briard Club. (It shows some 
things never change, as two 
authorities of the time argue 
in print if the breed’s req-
uisite double dewclaws are 
genuinely useful or just a 

September 2020 (Lynda Beam photo)

mailto:cachetnoir%40yahoo.com?subject=
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A detailed, high-quality 
judges’ education presen-
tation should su�ciently 
equip prospective judges 
to evaluate a breed, Mrs. 
Menaker says. But experi-
encing the dogs in person 
paints a much fuller picture, 
especially for Heelers, who 
should radiate a courage and 
intensity that cannot be cap-
tured on screen.

“The breed standard is a 
blueprint—but that blue-
print is a basic blueprint,” 
she says. “There’s much 
more to a breed with the 
characteristics you see 
live, in person. And when 
you’ve got your hands on [a 
dog], there’s an interaction 
there—a human-dog inter-
action. So when you’ve got 
dogs or breeds that have big 
characters, or that have a 
strong drive or have deter-
mination, there is a presence 
about those types of dogs.”

However, to give judges 
the best introduction to 
our breed, Mrs. Menaker 
encourages exhibitors to 
be intentional in showing 
sound, well-constructed 
representatives. Going over 

poor specimens that do not 
fulfill the breed standard is 
not a good learning experi-
ence for judges.

“As a breeder, that dog 
will represent your breeding 
program,” she says. “Even 
in the U.K., there is diversity 
within the breed. There’s 
variance within breed type—
you know, the good and the 
not so good. You’re doing 
your best to establish the 
breed, and by establishing 
the breed, proper messaging 
is important. So you’ve got 
to ask yourself, ‘What are 
we—as fanciers and aficio-
nados and guardians of the 
breed—what do we want to 
portray the breed as?’”

So if being the “only” 
feels a bit lonely, don’t 
lose heart—the benefits of 
showing your Lancashire 
Heeler go beyond the rib-
bons. You’re contributing 
to judges’ education. You’re 
promoting the breed to the 
larger dog show community. 
And most importantly, you 
and your Heeler are taking 
joy in a shared activity—and 
that joy is contagious.

“When you’re really pas-

sionate about something,” 
Mrs. Menaker says, “you 
can convince other people 
that, ‘Wow! This is the best 
thing since sliced bread!’”

Thank you, Mrs. Lorna 
Menaker, for sharing your 
wisdom with our club! I look 
forward to sharing more from 
our discussion in future col-
umns.

—Lindsey Dobruck,
lindseydobruck@gmail.com
United States Lancashire 

Heeler Club

Norwegian Buhunds
PROTOCOLS FOR THERAPY 
DOGS

Therapy dogs are a won-
derful adjunct to other 

forms of therapy. However, 
do therapeutic activities 
involving dogs increase 
well-being in people at the 
expense of the well-being 
of dogs? Not if the dogs are 
appropriately selected and 
trained for therapy work and 
there are adequate protocols 
in place to ensure the wel-
fare of therapy dogs. 

Most therapy organi-
zations have established 

mailto:lindseydobruck%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.unitedstateslancashireheelerclub.com
http://www.unitedstateslancashireheelerclub.com
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guidelines to ensure the 
welfare of dogs engag-
ing in therapy work. For 
example, the International 
Association of Human-
Animal Interaction 
Organizations (IAHAIO) 
published the white paper 
“Definitions for Animal 
Assisted Intervention and 
Guidelines for Wellness of 
Animals Involved” (2018) 
that specifies best practices 
in animal assisted therapy. 
These best practices empha-
size that handlers should 
be aware of human partici-
pants and implement safety 
measures to ensure that 
“clients do not have species 
or breed specific allergies, be 
aware of high risk in some 
population and of exclu-
sion criteria depending on 
the risk (e.g., infection in 
immunosuppressed patients, 
and diseases which can be 
spread from client to client 
via the animal).” 

The IAHAIO guide-
lines also emphasize the 
importance of appropri-
ate selection criteria for 
therapy dogs. According 
to the guidelines, therapy 

dogs should “be carefully 
evaluated for behavior and 
temperament by experts 
in animal behavior such as 
veterinarians and animal 
behaviorists. Only those with 
the proper disposition and 
training should be selected 
for AAI [Animal Assisted 
Interventions]. Regular 
evaluations should be per-
formed to ensure that the 
animals continue to show 
proper disposition.” 

Therapy organizations 
such as the Alliance of 
Therapy Dogs, Love on 
a Leash, or Pet Partners 
emphasize careful selection 
by certifying only those dogs 
that have been trained and 
tested to meet their criteria. 

The testing involves mea-
suring the ability of dogs to 
remain calm and confident 
under stressful situations, 
reliably respond to handlers, 
and be happy to interact 
with unfamiliar people. 

When I certified my 
Buhunds, our certification 
process also tested reactions 
to strangers, medical equip-
ment, loud and novel stimuli, 
and crowds of people. 

Dogs selected for partic-
ipation in therapy activities 
should be healthy. For 
example, the organization 
through which my Buhunds 
are certified requires an 
annual veterinary examina-
tion, screening for common 
diseases, and preventative D
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and the vet has given you a 
thumb’s up, you can start to 
focus on an increased level 
of activity. 

For older dogs there seems 
to be little doubt that swim-
ming is ideal. This allows 
the dog to work muscles 
and ligaments without put-
ting a load on his joints. 
Unfortunately, most of us 
do not have the necessary 
aquatic facilities. In addition, 
a large, wet, shaggy dog wan-
dering around shaking and 
dripping may not be your 
cup of tea.

For older dogs, is there 
much else besides walking? 
This has many advantages 
and may benefit you as well 
as the dog. Knowing that 
your dog is in need of some 
exercise can be the motivation 
to get o� your du� and out 
the door with your partner. 

Once you two are on your 
way, there will likely be some 
mental as well as physical 
benefits. Most dogs like being 
outdoors, with the changing 
sights and smells. The two of 
you can also be bonding with-
out distractions from family 
members, be they four-legged 

or two-legged. 
There are many variables 

you can change as your 
walking program evolves. 
Duration is obviously one. 
You can start with short 
walks, then add to the 
distance covered as your 
conditioning improves. A 
level route also seems like 
the way to start, eventually 
adding some inclines. 

You should even give 
some thought to your walk-
ing surface. A sandy beach, 
mowed grass or a synthetic 
sports surface will cause less 
damage to joints than hard 
surfaces like concrete side-
walks. 

If you try walking, you can 
also look for other ways to 
vary the activity. 

Finally, let me close with 
a tip of the hat to that R&B 
singer Rufus Thomas, 
whose 1964 hit song 
“Walkin’ the Dog” provided 
the title for this column and 
some good advice. 

—Joe Schlitt,
wylecotejs@earthlink.net
Old English Sheepdog 

Club of America

Pembroke Welsh Corgis
AGILITY TRAINING TIPS

The last time a 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi 

won a regular height divi-
sion at the AKC National 
Agility Championships 
(NAC) was 23 years ago, 
the year in which Janelle 
Julyan started training her 
first Pembroke, Zippy. 
She showed Zippy to sev-
eral AKC agility titles and 
became hooked. 

Janelle is the trainer, 
owner, and best friend of 
Chelsea, the winner of the 
8-inch class at this year’s 
AKC National Agility 
Championship. We chatted 
about some training tips for 
Pembrokes. 

Janelle has a background 
in working with horses, so 
she came into dog training 
with the philosophy that 
what we are are trying to 
teach a dog is not natural 
or instinctual for them, so it 
was up to her to find a way 
to communicate what she 
wanted the dog to do in a 
way that they enjoyed and 
that motivated them to want 
to work for her. She never 

mailto:wylecotejs%40earthlink.net?subject=
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ATTENTION DELEGATES

NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates will be 

held at the Doubletree Newark Airport Hotel 

on Tuesday, September 10, 2024. For the 

sole purpose of conducting the vote for the 

Delegate Standing Committees, the meeting 

will be called to order at 9:30 a.m. After those 

present at that time have voted, the Delegate 

Meeting will recess to begin the Forum 

(approximately 1 hour in duration). The 

Delegate Meeting will reconvene following the 

conclusion of the Forum at which time anyone 

who had not yet voted will have the opportu-

nity to do so, then the polls will be closed. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

American Hairless Terrier of America

Greeley Kennel Club 

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS

Barbara Steinbacher Dalane, Sussex, NJ, 

Border Terrier Club of America

Sara Gildersleeve, Lake Katrine, NY, 

Rockland County Kennel Club 

June Johnston, Ashland City, TN, 

German Shorthaired Pointer Club of 

America

Click here to read the 
September 2024 issue!

8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27617
101 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10178

Raleigh, NC Customer Call Center�����������������������������������������������������(919) 233-9767
New York, NY Office��������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8200
Fax��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������(212) 696-8299
Website������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ www.akc.org

TRIAL BOARDS

APPEALS TRIAL BOARD
MARTHA FELTENSTEIN,

ESQ., CHAIR 
BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 

BARBARA PENNY, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
THERESA DOWELL, ESQ
EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
DR. KLAUS ANSELM

KATHI BROWN
MEDORA HARPER

CARL HOLDER
VINCENT INDEGLIA
LAURIE MAULUCCI
DR. ROBERT MYALL
ROBERT NEWMAN

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
ROBERT STEIN

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK 
SYLVIA THOMAS

PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
FRANK BARTON

ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2025
RITA J. BIDDLE, ESQ.
DOMINIC P. CAROTA
DR. THOMAS DAVIES

THOMAS POWERS

CLASS OF 2026
CHRISTOPHER L. SWEETWOOD

HAROLD “RED” TATRO III 
ANN WALLIN

CLASS OF 2027
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

CLASS OF 2028
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

SALLY L. FINEBURG
DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio
THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus
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and function.
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the purebred dog 
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of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.
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Dr. Erin Kerfoot, Marion, VA,  
Roanoke Kennel Club 
Sylvie McGee, Olympia, WA,  
Nisqually Kennel Club
Leslie Puppo-Rogers, Salisbury, NC, 
Curly-Coated Retriever Club of America 
Leslie Savoye, Lafayette, CA,  
Contra Costa Kennel Club
Allison Schultz, Badger, MN,  
Bracco Italiano Club of America
Dale Suzanne Tarbox, Columbus, NC, 
Great Dane Club of America

NOTICE
Ms. Deborah McKenna (Parker, CO). 

Action was taken by the Flatirons Kennel 
Club for conduct at its June 2, 2024 
event. Ms. McKenna was charged with 
public criticism of a judge that causes 
a disruption at an event. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty 
as a three-month event suspension and 
imposed a $300 fine, effective June 11, 
2024. (Cocker Spaniels)

NOTICE
Mr. Robert Shailer (Benson, AZ). Action 

was taken by the Sangre de Cristo Kennel 
Club for conduct at its July 7, 2024 event. 
Mr. Shailer was charged with inappropri-
ate, abusive, or foul language. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty 

as a reprimand and imposed a $100 fine. 
(Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
Mr. Charles Stephen Williams 

(Riverview, FL). Action was taken by the 
Citrus County Kennel Club for conduct 
at its July6, 2024 event. Mr. Willaims was 
charged with inappropriate, abusive, or 
foul language. The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set penalty as a one-month suspen-
sion of event privileges and imposed a 
$500 fine, effective July 6, 2024. (Multiple 
Breeds) 

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Mr. John 
McCartney (Orlando, FL) for a lifetime 
of all AKC privileges, imposed a $10,000 
fine, prohibited him from being on the 
grounds of AKC events, and can adminis-
tratively remove his name of registrations, 
for violating AKC’s Personal Conduct 
Policy, effective July 9, 2024. (American 
Staffordshire Terriers)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Ms. Elisa 
Brandvik (Ozark, AR) for five-years from 
all AKC privileges and imposed a $5,000 
fine, for non-compliance with AKC’s Care 
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published to receive any comments prior to 
the balloting of the club membership. Any 
comments may be forwarded directly to:
Mari-Beth O’Neill
VP Sport Services
mbo@akc.org 

General Appearance: The Ridgeback 
represents a strong, muscular and active 
hound, symmetrical and balanced in out-
line. A mature Ridgeback is a handsome, 
upstanding and athletic dog, capable of 
great endurance with a fair (good) amount 
of speed. Of even, dignified temperament, 
the Ridgeback is devoted and affectionate 
to his master, reserved with strangers. The 
peculiarity of this breed is the ridge on the 
back. The ridge must be regarded as the 
characteristic feature of the breed.

Size, Proportion, Substance: A 
mature Ridgeback should be symmetri-
cal in outline, slightly longer than tall but 
well balanced. Dogs – 25 to 27 inches in 
height; Bitches – 24 to 26 inches in height. 
Desirable weight – Dogs – 85 pounds; 
Bitches – 70 pounds. 

Head: Should be of fair length, the skull 
flat and rather broad between the ears 
and should be free from wrinkles when 
in repose. The stop should be reasonably 
well defined. Eyes – Should be moderately 
well apart and should be round, bright 

and sparking with intelligent expression, 
their color harmonizing with the pigmen-
tation color of the dog. Ears – Should be 
set rather high, of medium size, rather 
wide at the base and tapering to a rounded 
point. They should be carried close to the 
head. Muzzle – Should be long, deep and 
powerful. The lips clean, closely fitting 
the jaws. Clear faced or masked dogs are 
equally correct and neither is preferred. 
A clear face with black or brown/liver pig-
mentation only on nose, lips and around 
the eyes, or a masked face with black or 
brown/liver pigmentation is correct as 
long as the color is not continuing with 
a solid mask over the eyes. A darker ear 
often accompanies the darker masked dog. 
Nose – Should be black, brown or liver 
or brown, also known as liver, in keeping 
with the color of the dog. No other colored 
nose is permissible. A black nose should 
be accompanied by dark eyes, a brown 
or liver nose with amber eyes. Bite – Jaws 
level and strong with well-developed teeth, 
especially the canines or holders. Scissors 
bite preferred.

Neck, Topline, Body: The neck should 
be fairly long. It should be strong, free 
from throatiness and in balance with the 
dog. The chest should not be too wide, 
but very deep and capacious, ribs mod-
erately well spung, never rounded like 
barrel hoops (which would indicate want 
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der to point of buttocks. Brisket comes to 
the elbow and is mid-way between withers 
and the ground. Substance – The Mudi is 
medium boned. Size – Dogs are from 16 
15.5 inches to 18 ½ 19 inches, bitches from 
15 14.5 inches to 17 ½  18 inches. Ideal 
height for dogs is 17 ½, for bitches is 16 
½. Disqualification – Dogs less than 15 ½ 
inches and over 19 inches, and bitches less 
than 14 ½ inches and over 18 inches. Over 
or under listed height. Weight – Ideal weight 
in dogs is 14 pounds to 29 pounds and in 
bitches 18 pounds to 24 pounds.

Head: The head is wedge shaped when 
viewed from the top and from the side 
with sufficient fill under the eyes to make 
a smooth wedge line from ear to nose. The 
length of the muzzle is slightly less than 
half of the total length of the head creat-
ing a wedge shape when viewed from the 
side. The stop is defined by not obvious. 
Expression – The Mudi expression is alert, 
lively and intelligent. A “daredevil”, lively, 
intelligent and alert expression. Eyes – The 
eyes are almond shaped and set slightly 
oblique thus giving the Mudi a “dare devil” 
expression. The eyes should be eyes, as 
dark as possible, are set slightly obliquely. 
The rims of lids are tight, close-fitting to 
the eyeball and completely pigmented. The 
following variations are permitted: Merle 
patterned dogs can have solid brown, blue, 
or brown speckled with blue eye(s). Brown, 

gray and gray-brown dogs can have lighter 
brown eyes. Yellow and white colored dogs 
can have dark brown, lighter brown, blue, 
or brown speckled with blue eye(s). Rims of 
lids are tight, close-fitting to the eyeball and 
completely pigmented. Brown and gray-
brown dogs have brown pigmentation and 
gray dogs have gray pigmentation. Yellow 
and white dogs may have black, brown 
or gray pigmentation. Disqualification - 
Yellow eyes in black dogs. Pink (albino) 
eyes in white dogs. Incomplete or pink 
pigmentation of the eye rims.  Eyes: Black 
Dogs – Dark as possible. Merle – Brown, 
blue or partially blue eyes. Brown, gray and 
gray-brown may have lighter brown eyes. 
Yellow and white dogs may have brown, 
blue or partially blue eyes. Eye Pigment: 
Black Dogs – Black. Merle Dogs – Match 
base color. Brown and gray-brown – 
Brown. Gray dogs – Gray. Disqualification 
– Incomplete or pink pigmentation of the 
eyes and eye rims, yellow eyes in black 
dogs. Ears – The Mudi Ears are high set, 
fully erect and covered with abundant 
hair reaching beyond the edges of the ear 
leather. The ears are triangular and only 
slightly taller than the width at the base. The 
ears are very mobile and alert, able to move 
independently in reaction to any stimu-
lation. Disqualification – Drop or semi-
pricked ears. Skull – The skull and forehead 
are slightly domed. The occiput and brows 
are only slightly apparent. Muzzle – The 
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Affenpinschers, Silky Terriers
Mrs. Lisa Graser (37267) TN

(608) 655-1993
bluhvns@msn.com
Bracci Italiani, Brittanys, Pointers, Chesa-
peake Bay Retrievers, Nova Scotia Duck 
Tolling Retrievers, Irish Setters, Weimara-
ners, Wirehaired Vizslas

Marlene Groves (108243) CO
(303) 621-1111
marlene@buffalogroves.com
Azawakhs, Basset Hounds, Beagles, Bor-
zois

Ms. Jennie Hynes (105029) CT
(203) 858-3394
jhynes@dbasis.com
Pharaoh Hounds, Australian Shepherds, 
Old English Sheepdogs

Mr. Douglas Johnson (17190) IN
(812) 322-0322
clussexx@aol.com
Airedale Terriers, Bedlington Terriers, Bull 
Terriers, Cairn Terriers, Glen of Imaal 
Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, Scottish 
Terriers, West Highland White Terriers. 
Border Collies, Canaan Dogs, Old English 
Sheepdogs, Pyrenean Shepherds

Mrs. Cindy Lane (65098) GA
(864) 316-6351
glane1464@yahoo.com
American English Coonhounds, Ameri-
can Foxhounds, Beagles, Black and Tan 
Coonhounds, Bloodhounds, Bluetick 
Coonhounds, English Foxhounds, Harri-

ers, Norwegian Elkhounds, Plott Hounds, 
Redbone Coonhounds, Treeing Walker 
Coonhounds

Ms. Jennifer Lazowski (105991) VA
(717) 823-2501
whirlaway12@gmail.com
Black and Tan Coonhounds, Cirnechi 
dell’Etna, Greyhounds

Mrs. Julie M. Lux (94129) MO
(816) 807-9972
juliemlux@aol.com
Poodles, Cardigan Welsh Corgis

Mrs. Carol Makowski (18958) CO
(303) 665-9007
bristleconebassets@yahoo.com
Harriers, Plott Hounds, Redbone Coon-
hounds

Ms. Robin Mathews (110537) NJ
(732) 501-9581
bisdogs@aol.com
Golden Retrievers, Petits Bassets Griffons 
Vendeens, Bearded Collies

Mr. Neil McDevitt (91600) OH
(937) 371-8249
nmcdevitt1@woh.rr.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Brittanys, 
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, Flat Coated 
Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers, Nova 
Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers)

Mrs. Sheree Moses Combs (93651) WV
(540) 219-1647
shereemosesgsd@hotmail.com
Balance of Herding Group (Bearded Col-
lies, Belgian Laekenois, Collies, Entlebu-
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Ms. Lindsey Mullen (116047) AZ
lindsevmullen00@gmail.com

Dr. Vicki Sandage (98425) KY
(606) 922-9552
sandfoxdvm@gmail.com

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been approved 

on a Permit basis for the designated breeds 
in accordance with the current judging 
approval process. They may now accept 
assignments and the fancy may still offer 
comments to Judging Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Dennis Balanag (115731) CA

(760) 686-6648
dennilane@msn.com
Bulldogs

Dianne Mullikin (115691) CA
rycroft.geo@yahoo.com
Labrador Retrievers

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 
Mr. James S. Albrecht (100017) MA

(603) 770-6933
nhbriard@aol.com
Bulldogs, Chow Chows, Finnish Spitz, 
Lowchen, Norwegian Lundehunds, Tibet-
an Terriers

Ms. Nancy S. Amburgey (42492) OH
(614) 264-7524
lopat@aol.com
Balance of Toy Group (Biewer Terriers, 

Brussels Griffons, Manchester Terriers, 
Miniature Pinschers, Russian Toys, Toy 
Fox Terriers)

Candace L. Ardizzone (102229) NY
(315) 481-1200
ardizzonefamily@verizon.net
Shetland Sheepdogs

Maria Arechaederra (110565) CA
(949) 981-7646
ederrakuv@aol.com
Dogo Argentinos, Great Pyrenees, New-
foundlands, Rottweilers, Samoyeds, Glen 
of Imaal Terriers

Ms. Shira Lee Barkon (108315) PA
snocrest1@gmail.com
Akitas, Black Russian Terriers, Chinooks, 
Tibetan Mastiffs

Mrs. Mary Benedict (66054) NY
(585) 747-5380
longacrecollies@yahoo.com
Balance of Herding Group (Lancashire 
Heelers, Mudik, Pulik), Doberman Pin-
schers, Siberian Huskies, American Eski-
mo Dogs

Ms. Sandy Bingham-Porter (94107) IL
(217) 345-7571
sbinghampoter@eiu.edu
Basenjis, Borzois, Cirnechi dell’Etna, Irish 
Wolfhounds, Petits Bassets Griffons Ven-
deens, Pharaoh Hounds, Salukis, Scottish 
Deerhounds, Whippets

Mr. Douglas Broadfoot (96999) NC
broadstrider@gmail.com
Afghan Hounds
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Ms. Julianna Falk (115685) WA
julianna262@yahoo.com

Ms. Emilie Hooker (115687) CA
(805)231-4828
emilie.hooker27@gmail.com

BEST IN SHOW
The following person, has successfully 

completed  the required Group Assign-
ments in the first Variety Group for which 
they were approved, have been added to 
the list of  judges eligible for approval to 
judge Best In Show.
Ms. Sheila Dee Paske (46304) CA

(530) 306-8889
sheilapaske@gmail.com

CONFORMATION JUDGES: RESIGNED 
BREED OR JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP

The judges below have notified AKC to 
resign their privileges for the following:
Dr. Elizabeth (Betty) F. Lewis

Junior Showmanship
Mrs. Sharon Marples

Junior Showmanship
Dr. Gareth Morgan-Jones

Junior Showmanship
Mr. Herni B. Tuthill

Junior Showmanship
Ms. Marjorie Underwood

Junior Showmanship

RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Ms. Christine E. Carter

Mrs. Billie Hayes
C. Gill Ullom
Mrs. Marjorie A. Wikerd

EMERITUS CONFORMATION JUDGES
Kay F. Dickeson
Mrs. Edeltraud Laurin
Ms.Ann Smith Martin
Ms. Susan L. MacMillan
Mr. Robert Michael (Mike) McKenzie

DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mrs. Doris Cozart
Mr. P. Levi Marsman
Sue S. Woodle

REGULAR STATUS APPROVED OBEDIENCE/
RALLY/TRACKING JUDGES 

The following persons have completed their 
Provisional Judging assignments and their 
names have been added to the list of regular 
approved judges for the class indicated.
Lisa Mitchell (40966) NY

(607) 351-5639
lmm13@cornell.edu
Obedience – Utility 

Cheryl Tisdale (94543) TN
 (615) 653-5523
eqwynd@peoplepc.com
Obedience – Utility 

Patricia John (107359) NY
(315) 480-4493
pjohn173@gmail.com
Rally – All 
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AKC OFFICES AT 101 PARK AVENUE,  

NEW YORK, NY 
AUGUST 12-13, 2024

The Board convened on Monday, August 
12, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time.

Tom Powers was unable to attend the 
meeting. All other Directors were present in 
the New York office except for Ms. Biddle, 
who participated via video conference. The 
Executive Secretary was also present.

Copies of the July 8-9, 2024, Board Meeting 
minutes had previously been provided to all 
Directors for review. Upon a motion by Mr. 
Sweetwood, seconded by Dr. Battaglia, the 
Board VOTED to approve the July 2024 
Board Meeting minutes.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION 
to discuss business matters. Nothing was 
reported out of this session.
      
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Mr. Sprung reported on registration 
through July. Litters are down 6 % to bud-

get, and individual dog registrations are 
down 12%. There is a worldwide slump 
in dog and pet acquisition and the sale of 
related products. This is evident from the 
talks with the UK, Canada, Mexico, the 
WPA and APPA trade organizations, and 
major manufacturers. 

The number of Events through June has 
increased by 11% or 1,472 year over year. 
Through June, there were 14,675 events 
across sports. Conformation events are led 
by Specialties and NOHS, followed by Fast 
CAT®, Scent Work, and Agility. Also, the 
new Fetch was held 576 times with over 
12,000 entries. 

Entries are up 4%, or 67,610, totaling 
1,894,320 through the end of June. 

Leading the entry growth is Agility, which 
increased by 22,830, Fast CAT® by 
21,042, Scent Work by 16,216, and Rally 
by 9,421.

Mr. Sprung has asked Staff to research new 
revenue initiatives that will be incorporated 
into the 2025 proposed budget.

Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, joined 
the meeting and was present for its remainder. 

Legal Update
The Board reviewed the Legal Department 
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Powers) to consider the matter at this meet-
ing, waiving the normal notice procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Smyth, sec-
onded by Dr. Garvin, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously; absent Mr. Powers) to 
change the February 2025 Board meeting 
dates to February 6th & 7th, 2025.

Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, seconded 
by Dr. Garvin, the Board VOTED (unani-
mously; absent Mr. Powers) to set the 2026 
Board and Delegates meeting dates. 

AKC Communications Q2 Report
Brandi Hunter Munden presented the 
Communications Department Q2 report.

Clips Evaluated in Q2: 6,502 (+9% from 
5,946 in 2023).

Highlights:
•	 6.23% increase in media relations and 

press coverage in Mandarin language 
and Spanish language publications (vs 
4.12% in 2023).

•	 15% increase in the media visibility of 
our Chief Veterinary Officer (vs. 11% 
in 2023).

•	 Maintained a 95.41% positivity rating. 
(vs. 94.1% in 2023).

•	 Increased McClatchy pick up (up to 
over 700 newspapers weekly) (on par 
with 2023).

•	 12 % increase media coverage of AKC 
Affiliates (AKC Reunite, AKC MoD, 
AKC Humane Fund and AKC CHF) 
(vs. 13.3% in 2023).

COMMUNICATIONS/PR ACTIVITIES 
•	Ongoing media pitching executed to 

key audiences with stories that speak 
to positive qualities of AKC purebreds 
and breeders. Distributed 17 press 
releases to appropriate media outlets. 

•	 Continued raising the visibility of the 
Chief Veterinary Officer as an expert 
in an increasing number of media 
requests. 

•	 Promoted all major AKC events and 
broadcasts on ESPN with press releas-
es and media alerts. 

•	 Began work on AKC Meet the 
Breeds® New York, including draft-
ing the return to Javits Center press 
release. 

•	 Started planning PR campaign for 
140th anniversary. 

AKC Education Q2 2024 Review 
AKC Canine College 
In Quarter 2, the AKC Canine College 
(AKCCC) developed and published 10 
new courses, adding 47 modules to the cat-
alog. The Learning Management System 
(LMS) now hosts 460 courses, totaling 
1,082 modules. Between April 1 and June 
30, 2024, over 6,000 active learners com-
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A key area of legislative focus in the second 
quarter was the federal Farm Bill.

AKC GR is monitoring more than 350 
pending proposed regulations (administra-
tive or implementing changes) to dog laws 
at the state and federal level. 

For the most up-to-date information on 
legislative issues, visit legislative/regula-
tory alerts and the legislative tracking tool 
on AKC GR’s Legislative Action Center, 
https://www.akcgr.org, or contact the AKC 
GR Department. 

MARKETING
Kirsten Bahlke, Vice President of 
Marketing, participated in this portion of 
the meeting. 

Update on AKC Brand Awareness 
Campaign
Leap Group, AKC’s Agency of Record, 
presented brand planning elements and 
ad campaign creative concepts for Board 
input. 

Q2 2024 Social Media Update
Highlights of our social media coverage 
in Q2 2024 included our on-the-ground 
coverage of the Westminster Kennel Club 
show, breed education, ESPN broadcast 
coverage, National Purebred Dog Day, and 
responsible dog ownership advice. 

Q2 2024 TOTALS: 
Total: 5,311,321 followers 
3.8% total follower increase YOY 

Marketing Incremental Funding Request
Based on a Board request, Staff presented 
costs associated with an additional head-
count in the Email and Social Media 
Departments to address the changing social 
landscape, traffic volume, and future brand 
awareness campaign needs. 

The Board VOTED not to approve the 
two requested positions but approved the 
funding of one. 

Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, 
seconded by Mr. Hamblin, the Board 
VOTED (unanimously; absent Mr. 
Powers) to approve the funding for an 
unbudgeted headcount for the Email area 
of the Marketing Department.

Updates on Organic Search Landscape 
The Board reviewed a memo on plans to 
promote and grow organic search traffic.

AKC Shop Email & SMS Performance Mid-
Year Review 
The Board was presented with metrics on 
AKC Shop and SMS performance. For 
the remainder of 2024, the focus will be on 
increasing our subscriber base. Staff will 
be rolling out an SMS (texting) program 

https://www.akcgr.org


SEPTEMBER 2024AKC GAZETTE 141

for Registration initiatives, first focusing on 
customers who have abandoned their regis-
tration. 

The Board recessed at 5:22 p.m.
  

The Board Meeting reconvened on 
Tuesday, August 13, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. All 
Directors were present in the New York 
office except for Ms. Biddle, who partici-
pated via video conference. The Executive 
Secretary and CFO were also present.

COMPANION and PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, EVP of Sports & Events; 
Mary Burch, Director of the AKC Family 
Dog Program; Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice 
President of Sports Services; and Caroline 
Murphy, Director of Performance Events, 
participated in this portion of the meeting 
via video conference.

FSS History and Prefix Performance Titles
Staff recommended allowing Foundation 
Stock Services (FSS) breeds to obtain pre-
fix titles in Performance Events. Currently, 
these breeds may only earn Performance 
Event suffix titles. This change would have 
the greatest application for the 15 FSS 
breeds allowed to participate in herding. 

There are two elements to the recommen-

dation. (1) Modify the general practice to 
allow FSS breeds to earn prefix titles in 
Performance Events, and (2) To specifi-
cally allow FSS breeds in herding to earn the 
Herding Champion (HC) title. There are 15 
FSS breeds allowed to participate in herding 
trials. 

Currently, FSS breeds are not allowed to 
obtain prefix titles in Performance Events 
until the breed becomes fully recognized.

This will be discussed further at the 
October Board meeting. 

AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy Title 
Currently, dogs that take an AKC S.T.A.R 
Puppy class and pass the AKC S.T.A.R. 
Puppy test receive an award certificate if 
the owner applies for it. This is not con-
sidered a title or listed on the dog’s record. 
Staff recommends providing the owner an 
option to apply for a title certificate, and 
the suffix title of STR will be added to the 
dog’s record.

Dogs that have previously earned the 
S.T.A.R. Puppy certificate would be eligi-
ble for the S.T.A.R. Puppy title by apply-
ing and submitting the processing fee.

If approved by the Board, the S.T.A.R. 
titling option would be offered starting 
January 15, 2025.
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REPORT ON NEWLY LICENSED CLUBS 
APPROVED IN JUNE AND JULY
Colorado Portuguese Water Dog Club, 
greater Denver, CO (including communi-
ties in proximity to Interstate 25, north to 
Longmont, south to Highlands Ranch), 51 
total households, 35 local. 

Flathead Lake Retriever Club, Ronan, MT 
(including St. Ignatius and Charlo), has 21 
total households, 13 local. 

Greater Fort Worth Samoyed Club, greater 
Fort Worth, TX, 25 total households, 22 local. 

Lake Norman Kennel Club, Mooresville, 
NC (including communities in Iredell, 
Cabarrus, Cleveland, Gaston, and Lincoln 
counties), has 42 total households, 26 local. 

Liberty Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 
Retriever Club, greater Philadelphia, 
PA (including communities northeast to 
Yardley/Levittown, west to East Berlin, 
north to Newton Township, south to the 
Delaware/Pennsylvania/New Jersey state 
lines), 29 total households, 14 local.

CONSENT
There was a motion by Dr. Garvin, sec-
onded by Mr. Tatro, and it was VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the following 
Consent items:

Retriever Hunting Test Regulations – Six 
Clarifications
The Board VOTED to allow six clar-
ification changes to the Regulations & 
Guidelines for AKC Hunting Tests for 
Retrievers. 

1) Specify the hunt test application is 
required 3 months before the opening 
date.
2) Clarify the exact point at which honor-
ing begins when the working dog is sent 
for a marked retrieve. 
3) Clarify judges can call the next dog to 
the line by saying the word “dog”. 
4) Clarify the blind must be clearly 
marked by a conspicuous object. 
5) Clarify inspection of birds is required 
by a judge when the damage to a bird is 
suspected due to a hard mouth or unusual 
situation. 
6) Specify for a senior test; blinds shall 
not be run between marks unless they are 
run first. 

The changes are effective October 1, 2024.

Regulations & Guidelines for AKC Hunting 
Tests for Retrievers. 
Chapter 1. General Regulations

Section 3. Making Application. A 
licensed or member club that meets all 
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Jefferson Sossamon
To represent Columbia Missouri Kennel 
Club 
Published June 2024, July 2024
	
Cynthia J. Weight-Carter
To represent Miniature American 
Shepherd Club of the USA
Published June 2024, July 2024
	
Berna Hart Welch
To represent Putnam Kennel Club 
Published January 2024, February 2024
	
NEW BUSINESS
Conformation Judges Recertification Exam
Dr. Battaglia asked the Board to create 
a committee of the Board to review the 
Recertification Exam.

Ms. Biddle moved, seconded by Mr. 
Tatro, to create a committee to review the 
Recertification Exam and, if necessary, 
make changes to it. The Board VOTED 
to approve this motion (Dr. Garvin was 
opposed). The Board members on the 
Committee are Dr. Battaglia, Chair, Ms. 
Biddle, and Mr. Smyth. Staff Committee 
members are Tim Thomas, Vice President 
of Conformation and Ashley Jacot, Director 
of Education.

Process for Conformation Judges to 
Appeal Judging Department Decisions
Staff was asked to provide a memo outlin-
ing the current process for a Judge applying 
for breeds to appeal the determination of 
the Judges Department. 

This will be discussed further at the 
October Board meeting. 

Conformation Judges who Self-Limit to 
150 entries per Day
Dr. Davies asked the Staff to create a list 
of the Conformation Judges who have 
self-limited their judging assignments to 
150 dogs per day. The list will be placed 
on the landing page of the Judges section of 
AKC.org. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION 
to discuss business matters. Nothing was 
reported out of this Session.

It was VOTED to adjourn on Tuesday, 
August 13, 2024, at 12:20 p.m. Eastern 
Time.

Adjourned
Attest:________________________________

Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary



http://www.americanwaterspanielclub.org/
https://www.barbetclubofamerica.com/
http://theboykinspanielclub.com/
http://www.theamericanbrittanyclub.org
http://www.amchessieclub.org/
http://www.clumbers.org/
https://www.americanspanielclub.org/
http://www.ccrca.org/
https://englishcocker.org/
http://www.esaa.com/
http://www.essfta.org/
http://www.fieldspaniels.org/
https://fcrsa.org
http://www.gspca.org/
http://www.gwpca.com/
http://www.grca.org/
http://www.gsca.org/
http://www.irishredwhitesetterassociation.com/
http://www.irishsetterclub.org/
https://iwsca.org/
http://www.thelabradorclub.com/
https://www.lagottous.com/
https://www.kooikerhondjeusa.org/
http://nsdtrc-usa.org/
http://www.americanpointerclub.org/
http://www.spinoneclubofamerica.com/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/sussex-spaniel/
http://www.vcaweb.org/
http://weimaranerclubofamerica.org/
http://www.wssca.com/
http://www.awpga.com/
http://www.whvca.us/


http://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/american_english_coonhound/index.cfm
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/american-foxhound/
http://www.azawakhs.org/
https://www.basenji.org/
http://basset-bhca.org/
https://www.nationalbeagleclub.org
https://abtcc.org
http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/bluetick_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.borzoiclubofamerica.org
https://cirneco.org/
https://www.thebraccoclub.org
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/english_foxhound/index.cfm
https://www.gbgv.net/
http://www.greyhoundclubofamericainc.org/
http://www.harrierclubofamerica.com/
http://www.ihcus.org/
http://www.iwclubofamerica.org/index.html
http://neaa.net/
http://www.otterhound.org/
http://www.pbgv.org/
http://www.ph-club.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/plott-hound/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/portuguese-podengo-pequeno/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/redbone-coonhound/
http://www.rrcus.org/
https://salukiclub.org/index.html
http://www.deerhound.org
https://sloughi-international.com/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/treeing-walker-coonhound/
https://www.americanwhippetclub.org
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Akita Alaskan 
Malamute

Anatolian 
Shepherd Dog

Bernese 
Mountain Dog

Black Russian 
Terrier

Boerboel Bullmastiff Cane Corso Chinook

Dogue de  
Bordeaux

Dogo Argentino German 
Pinscher

Giant  
Schnauzer

Great Dane Great Pyrenees Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dog

Komondor Leonberger

Kuvasz Mastiff Neapolitan 
Mastiff

Newfoundland Portuguese 
Water Dog

Rottweiler Saint Bernard Samoyed Siberian Husky Standard 
Schnauzer

Tibetan Mastiff

Boxer

Doberman 
Pinscher

http://www.akitaclub.org/
http://alaskanmalamute.org/
https://asdca.club
https://www.bmdca.org/
http://www.thebrtca.org
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/boerboel/
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.bullmastiff.us/
http://www.canecorso.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/chinook/index.cfm
http://www.dpca.org/
https://www.dogousa.org/
http://www.ddbsa.org/.
https://germanpinscher.org/
http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/
http://www.gdca.org/
https://greatpyrenees.club
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://komondorclubofamerica.org/
http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
http://www.mastiff.org/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
http://saintbernardclub.org/
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/


http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
http://www.btcoa.org/
http://www.btca.com/
http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
http://ddtca.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/rat-terrier/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/russell-terrier/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://sealyham.org/
https://stca.us/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
https://welshterrier.org/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
http://www.aftc.org/
https://www.aftc.org/


http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://biewerterrierclubofamerica.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://www.japanesechinclubofamerica.org/
https://www.americanmaltese.org
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
https://pekingeseclubofamerica.com
https://ampomclub.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
http://silkyterrierclub.yolasite.com/
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/


http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
https://www.usactc.org/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org/
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/norwegian-lundehund/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://schipperkeclubofamerica.org
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/shiba-inu/
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/xoloitzcuintli/


https://www.acdca.org/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/belgian-laekenois/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.picards.us/
https://bordercolliesocietyofamerica.com
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
https://www.finnishlapphund.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org/
https://unitedstateslancashireheelerclub.com
https://www.mudi.us/
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pumiclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org/
https://www.swdclub.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/


http://www.akc.org/events/handlers
http://www.akc.org/events/junior-showmanship/junior-clinics/
http://www.akc.org/events/handlers/adult-clinics/
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