
Some dogs were specially bred for a super cool job –
catching pesky tcpkgl! These awesome dogs are known as
"rat catchers"! Being a "rat catcher" means a dog has to be
skil led in hunting and teamwork. Speaking of teamwork,
there's this amazing sport called Barn Hunt where dogs and
their awesome human pals team up to find and mark rats.
Here's the coolest part: In Barn Hunt, any dog can join in on
the fun – whether they're a purebred or mixed breed! As long
as they can wiggle through an 18" wide tunnel, they're ready
to rock and roll! Keep on reading to learn more about Barn
Hunt!
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an animal that causes harm or damage or is difficult to
control, such as rats and cockroaches
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caged rat at the other end of the tunnel. Then, the dog has to bark or dig at the
rat to let the judge that it found one! But here's the twist: Earthdog was only for
certain types of dogs, and Miniature Pinschers like Zipper weren't on the guest
list. Bummer, right? But Nuttall knew Zipper had the spirit of a champion, so they
decided to practice anyway! Nuttall worked so hard to try and get the Miniature
Pinscher to be an accepted breed in Earthdog, but she didn’t have any luck.
Nuttall and Zipper didn't give up, though! They started going to unofficial Barn
Hunt-style events wherever they could find them, showing off Zipper's amazing
skills. Then, Nuttall had a brilliant idea! She decided to make her own version of
Barn Hunt with rules that welcomed all kinds of dogs. And guess what? It worked!
Today, Barn Hunt is an official sport that is open to any dog that can wiggle
through an 18" wide tunnel made out of stacked 
straw bales. Each year at the Barn Hunt National 
competition, the Zipper Spirit Award (named 
after that little hero Zipper) is given out. This 
award goes to someone who shows the main 
values Barn Hunt: working hard, being honest, 
and loving the game. Without Zipper, Barn Hunt 
wouldn’t exist, so way to go Zipper!

Say hello to Zipper! Zipper is a Miniature Pinscher
and is the dog who inspired the sport of Barn
Hunt. He was the very first Miniature Pinscher that
his handler, Robin Nutttall, ever owned. Before
Zipper, Nuttall owned Doberman Pinschers who
enjoyed competing in AKC Earthdog
competitions. Earthdog is a sport where a dog
enters a tunnel and uses its hunting skills to find a
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Ajgai fcpc to visit our store
on Teachers Pay Teacher for

free resources and
downloadable lesson plans

and activities.
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Ajgai fcpc to sign up for
Canine Corner, a monthly
teacher newsletter with
ideas and resources for

the classroom.

Follow us!Contact us!

AKC Public Education will be
holding a Teacher Appreciation
Raffle Make in April to celebrate

our educators. Make sure you
follow us on Instagram to enter!

mailto:publiced@akc.org
https://www.akc.org/public-education/
https://www.instagram.com/akceducation/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanKennelClub
https://www.youtube.com/@americankennelclub
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Akc-Public-Education
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Akc-Public-Education
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Akc-Public-Education
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Akc-Public-Education
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Akc-Public-Education
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Akc-Public-Education
https://akc.jotform.com/210834149848867
https://akc.jotform.com/210834149848867
https://akc.jotform.com/210834149848867
https://akc.jotform.com/210834149848867
https://akc.jotform.com/210834149848867

