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Official Standard of the Yakutian Laika 

 

History: The Yakutian Laika is an ancient native dog breed which was naturally bred by aboriginal 
people of Northeastern Russia as a sled dog and a hunting dog. Certain archaeological discoveries 
confirm that the local people used dogs for sledding and hunting as far back as 8000 years ago. The 
very first references about dogs in this region date back to 1633. The first published account of the 
Yakutian dogs was entitled “How Yakutians travel in winter” which was included in the book 
“Northern and Eastern Tartary” by Nicholas Witsen (Amsterdam, 1692). The first description of 
the Yakutian Laika appeared in the book “Geography of the Russian Empire” (Derpt, 1843), which 
announced it to be a “dog of a special breed.” The first mention of the Yakutian Laika’s total 
number found in the book “Statistical tables of the Russian Empire” (St. Petersburg, 1856): “There 
are 15157 dogs in the Yakut region used for sled work.” The first Breed Standard for the North-
East Sled Dog was adopted in 1958 and it formed the basis for the Yakutian Laika Breed Standard 
published in 2005 by the Russian Kynological Federation. For many centuries, the Yakutian Laika 
accompanied the northern man in everyday life, helping him to hunt, vigilantly watching his home, 
herding reindeers and transporting goods in the severe conditions of the Far North. These skills 
have glorified the Yakutian Laika as a versatile breed not only in Russia but also in many countries 
on different continents. 
For centuries the Yakutian Laika was an irreplaceable and faithful assistant to man in the 
conditions where the slightest demonstration of weakness was punished with death. It always 
received a respectful attitude from its human family, which treated it as its member rather than a 
simple domestic animal. This means that it developed into a fabulous companion dog, devoted, 
lively and biddable. The breed is extremely gentle and considerate with children to whom it 
commonly establishes especially tight bonds. Nevertheless, its friendly nature doesn't exclude the 
necessity of a certain amount of socialization, preferably at an early age. 
The Yakutian Laika is slightly reserved with unknown people but in most cases it's excited to 
acquire a new playmate. Human aggressiveness was considered by dog breeders as a major fault 
and was meticulously eliminated from its characteristics. The breed is endowed with a very 
sensitive nose and ears, which make it a rather capable watchdog. However, its barking is no more 
than a means to show its anticipation of the perspective of making a new acquaintance. This dog 
will most likely fail in the role of a guardian due to its friendly nature. 
Yakutian Laikas used to pull a narta (sled) in close collaboration with dozens of other dogs, so 
they're quite accepting of other dogs. The breed surely prefers to have one or several constant 
canine companions and can be introduced with few issues to the household with a pre-existing dog, 
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although it should be performed with necessary caution. The second primary duty of this breed was 
hunting, and it preserves much of its prey drive. That's why its interaction with other small and 
average-sized animals should never go unsupervised. The Yakutian Laika will most likely get on 
with a home cat if they have been reared together. 
General Appearance: The Yakutian Laika is a medium-sized working dog. The functional double 
coat and plumed tail identify him as a dog capable of surviving severe arctic weather while its 
strong, compact, well-muscled body identify him as capable of performing a number of tasks upon 
which the inhabitants relied. The males are masculine but never coarse and the females are 
feminine without weakness.  
Size, Proportion, Substance: Height – Dogs 21.5 – 23.5 inches; Bitches – 20.5 – 22.5 inches. 
Deviations from these heights should be penalized Substance – Any appearance of excessive or 
weak bone should be penalized. Proportions – The length of the body from the point of the 
shoulder to the buttocks is slightly longer than the height of the dog from the ground to the withers 
by 10-13%. Length of leg from elbow to ground is slightly more than the distance from the elbow 
to the top of the withers by approximately 55%. 
Head: Wedged. Skull – Moderately broad; slightly rounded. Stop – Moderate. Muzzle – Slightly 
shorter than the length of the skull. Well-filled under the eyes with wedge gradually tapering 
towards the tip of the nose. Ears – Triangular, set high, well-furred, and wide at the base. Erect ears 
are preferred; tipped ears are acceptable but not preferred. Nose – Large with wide nostrils. Black 
or brown, but any color conforming to the general coat color of the dog is acceptable. The lighter-
streaked “snow nose” is equally acceptable. Eyes – The oval eyes are wide apart and evenly set. 
Any color is permissible including brown, blue, bi-eyed or parti-eyed. Eye pigment matches nose; 
depigmented eye rim against a white background is permissible. Lips – Tight-fitting; well-
pigmented. Teeth – Strong and white. Scissors or level bite. Reverse scissor acceptable but not 
preferred. Disqualification – Overshot or an undershot bite in which two or more of the upper 
incisors lose contact with two or more of the lower incisors. 
Neck, Topline, Body: Neck – Moderately long and muscular. Body – Slightly longer than tall, 
compact. Topline – Straight, slightly sloping from moderately pronounced withers to base of tail. 
Loin – Short, broad, and muscular. Croup – Moderately sloped. Chest – Well-sprung ribs of good 
length; moderately deep. Underline – Slightly tucked up. Tail – The plumed tail is profusely 
covered with long hair. The tail is carried forward over the back or side when alert in a mobile, 
loose curl. A double hook/curl or a tail snapped on the back is a fault. The tail may drop at rest or 
when moving. The tail bone should reach the hock when down. The tail is moderately set; neither 
high-set nor low-set.  
Forequarters: Well-angulated. Feet – Oval, compact, well-furred and cushioned. Feathering on 
toes may extend beyond the feet. Dewclaws permissible. 
Hindquarters: Angulation to match the front. Feet – Same as front; may be slightly bigger. May 
have no, one or two dewclaws, not necessarily matched. 
Coat: Double coat of medium length. The undercoat is soft and dense. The outercoat is straight and 
coarse to the touch. The forelegs and trousers are heavily feathered. The Yakutian Laikas carry a 
mane on the neck, particularly in the males.  
Color: Any color, color pattern, or combination of colors is acceptable, including dogs with 
minimal markings. The only acceptable solid color is white. Disqualification – Any solid color 
other than white.  
Gait: Light and elastic. Will single track as speed increases. Their normal speeds are a working trot 
and a gallop. 
Temperament: The Yakutian Laika is friendly, gentle and alert. Some measure of reserve or 
aloofness may be shown around strangers, and they are highly aware of environmental factors. 
They are dedicated, loyal and loving with their family.  
Disqualifications:  



PAGE 3 OF 3 

 

Any solid color other than white. 
Overshot or an undershot bite in which two or more of the upper incisors lose contact with two or 
more of the lower incisors.  
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