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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Summer is full of excite-
ment at AKC. From 

competitions to scholar-
ships, I am happy to share 
some of the news with you.

We start with the AKC 
summer programming on 
ESPN. The canine com-
petitions kicked o� on 
Saturday, June 15, with 
the action-packed AKC 
Disc Dog Challenge, pre-
sented by The Farmer’s 
Dog, and will be followed 
by the wet and wild AKC 
Diving Dogs Challenge, 
presented by The Farmer’s 
Dog, on Wednesday, July 3, 
culminating with the elite, 
ultra-competitive AKC 
Agility Premier Cup, pre-
sented by Tractor Supply 
Co., on Sunday, July 28 
(check your local listings for 
each).

The AKC Disc Dog 
Challenge, held at UNC 
Asheville in Asheville, North 
Carolina, in early June, saw 
highflying canines and their 

humans demonstrate new 
heights of canine athleti-
cism in four unique games: 
Freestyle, Time Warp, 
Frizgility, and Far Out, 
while taking fetch to new 
heights. 

The AKC Diving Dogs 
took over the State Farm 
Stadium in Glendale, 
Arizona. Record-holding 
canine athletes competed 
in two divisions (Open and 
Lap) and two games (Air 
Retrieve and Distance) for 
bragging rights.

One hundred of the 
top agility dogs and han-
dlers from around the 
country navigated chal-
lenging courses as they 
competed in the AKC 
Agility Premier Cup at 
National Sports Center in 
Blaine, Minnesota. Agility 
teams competed in two 
early rounds, with the top 
50 advancing to the finals. 
Competitors included past 
AKC National Agility 
Champions, AKC Agility 
Invitational winners, and 

Highflyers and High Achievers

https://www.akc.org/press-releases/dogs-take-espn-summer-high-energy-akc-programming/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/dogs-take-espn-summer-high-energy-akc-programming/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/sports/2024-disc-dog-challenge-winners/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/sports/2024-disc-dog-challenge-winners/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

AKC Premier Cup winners.
You do not want to miss 

any of this fabulous pro-
gramming, so mark your 
calendars!

I congratulate the 25 
very deserving 2024–2025 
AKC Veterinary Outreach 
Scholarship recipients. The 
scholarships aim to support 
those with backgrounds in 
AKC events and programs 
seeking to promote animal 
health and medicine. A 
total of $122,000 in schol-
arship money was awarded, 
with awards ranging from 
$2,000–$10,000. 

The AKC would espe-

cially like to thank the KC 
of Philadelphia for their 
generous support of stu-
dents at the University 
of Pennsylvania, and the 
Windham County KC for 
their ongoing support of 
veterinary students at Tufts 
University.

Lastly, a very important 
reminder for our clubs, 
the AKC Eddy Award is 
accepting applications until 
September 1. Breeder educa-
tion is important to helping 
create responsible breeders 
and preserving our breeds, 
and we want to recognize 
you for the dedication and 

e�ort your club puts forth. 
The AKC Eddy Award 

is designed to encourage 
and reward parent clubs 
that demonstrate a breeder 
education e�ort (website, 
workshop, mentoring, or the 
like) that provides informa-
tion beyond the expected in 
an interesting and unique 
manner. 

Parent clubs will be 
divided into four tiers, based 
on the size of their mem-
bership program. Eight 
recipients will be selected by 
a committee consisting of 
Ashley Jacot (AKC Director 
of Education), Mari-Beth 
O’Neill (VP, AKC Sports 
Services), and Anne H. 
Bowes (Pembroke Welsh 
Corgi Club of America, 
Inc., and 2007 AKC 
Herding Group Breeder of 
the Year). We look forward 
to celebrating your work.

Until next time,
Dennis

Dennis B. Sprung
President and CEO

Congratulations to AKC Veterinary Outreach Scholarship recipients.

https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-announces-2024-2025-veterinary-outreach-scholarship-recipients/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-announces-2024-2025-veterinary-outreach-scholarship-recipients/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/akc-eddy-award-breeder-education-now-accepting-applications-2/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/akc-eddy-award-breeder-education-now-accepting-applications-2/


https://www.coastalpet.com/by-brand/safari-by-coastal/


https://www.akc.org/subscribe/
https://www.akc.org/about/down-and-back-akc-podcast/
https://www.akc.org/about/down-and-back-akc-podcast/
http://www.akc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtdoUGRTDks&list=PLPfEv_pKgm7eKIYtGTtMNag4L1QAYaogi
https://lyndabeam.zenfolio.com
mailto:venus.rodriguez%40akc.org?subject=
mailto:gazette%40akc.org?subject=
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2024 AKC SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Logann Beaulieu (Belcher-

town, Massachusetts), 
Jessica Braatz (Gaines-
ville, Florida), Grace Brown 
(Kensington, Maryland), 
Kathryn Doane (Lake Ge-
neva, Wisconsin), Carie 
Dumont (Chandler, Arizona), 
Ava Hada (Menifee, Califor-
nia), Caroline Hall (Granby, 
Connecticut), Michelle 
Hartman (Walnut Grove, 
North Carolina), Kathryn 
Markey (Berlin, Connecti-
cut), Ryan Markey (Berlin, 
Connecticut), O’Malley 
McGee (Simpsonville, South 
Carolina), Julia McKnight 

(Ponchatoula, Louisiana), 
Kaitlynn Myers (Leslie, 
Missouri), Annaliese North 
(Stillwater, Minnesota),  
Octavia Stenson (Everson, 
Washington), Karamia  
Quiriconi (Collierville, Ten-
nessee), Trenton Stevens 
(Ridgefield, Washington), 
Fenric Towell (Norfolk, 
Virginia), Olivia Uyeno (La 
Habra Heights, California), 
Danielle Wagner (Savage, 
Michigan), Allison YoHo (Still-
water, Minnesota), Ashley 
YoHo (Stillwater, Minnesota), 
Allyson Zapadinsky (Cary, 
North Carolina)

We join the international  
dog fancy in mourning the 

passing of Kaz Hosaka, 
a much loved and highly 

respected gentleman  
of our sport who died  

suddenly in June.

2024 Scholarships                                Announced

The AKC has announced the recipients of AKC Junior 
Scholarships, Companion Event Scholarships, and  

Performance Event Scholarships. 
“AKC encourages juniors to try different events and  

expand their involvement,” AKC Vice President Mari-Beth 
O’Neill says. “The commitment and dedication these 
juniors have shown to their education and participating 
in dog events is impressive.” The scholarships totaled 
$43,000.

Farewell, 
Kaz

https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-announces-recipients-akc-junior-scholarships/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-announces-recipients-akc-junior-scholarships/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-announces-companion-events-junior-scholarship-recipients/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-announces-performance-events-junior-scholarship-recipients/
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The most successful dog book ever published, 
with over two million copies sold, The New 
Complete Dog Book is the American Kennel 
Club’s bible of dogs, a celebration of every 
breed— over 200 recognized by the AKC. 

This volume o�ers readers: 

• O­cial standard for every AKC-recognized 
breed

• Over 800 exceptional color photographs of 
adults and puppies

• Spotlight on finding well-bred puppies, 
sports, and activities for dogs and owners

This 23rd edition of  The American Kennel 
Club’s The New Complete Dog Book 
belongs in every dog lover’s home, the library 
of every town and institution, and dog club 
reference section in America.

Available at Amazon or in the AKC Shop at shop.akc.org

THE ONE BOOK
EVERY DOG LOVER NEEDS

COMPLETELY

UPDATED & 

EXPANDED!
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The Bolognese, Czechoslovakian Vlciak, 
German Spitz, Pyrenean Mastiff, and Yakutian 
Laika are eligible to compete in the Miscel-
laneous Class at AKC conformation events. 
These additions were approved by the Board 
of Directors at its August 2023 meeting, 
excluding the German Spitz, which was ap-
proved at the Board’s October 2023 meeting.

The Bolognese is to be judged on the table; 
the Czechoslovakian Vlciak, Pyrenean Mastiff, 
and Yakutian Laika are to be judged on the 
ground. 

The German Spitz has three sizes, with the 
small and medium Spitz judged on the table 
and the large Spitz judged on the ground.

New Miscellaneous  
Breeds

Pyrenean Mastiff

https://shop.akc.org/products/the-new-complete-dog-book/


https://museumofthedog.org
https://akc.tv/events-all


https://youtu.be/Q-tBpomqhVI
https://youtu.be/Q-tBpomqhVI


https://www.cambeywest.com/FDG/?f=gift&s=F4GAM
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feature

Ellie set a goal to show 
Ben at the Marshfield, 
Massachusetts, 4-H Fair in 

August, and several times 
a week they practiced their 
obedience and showman-

ship skills with instructors 
at Masterpeace and else-
where. Their hard work 
paid off as they earned first 
places in Obedience and 
Knowledge, and a second 
place in Showmanship.

As Ellie and Ben trained 
together, their partnership 
strengthened and Ellie’s 
interest in various aspects 
of dog training and showing 
increased. She practiced 
showmanship, obedience, 
rally, scentwork, and agility 
skills as part of the training 
offered at Canine Capers 
meetings and events. Along 
with other members of the 
club, she often volunteered 
as a steward for dog events 
and watched the handlers 
(and the judges) closely. 
When her school was on 
holiday, she dropped in at 
regularly offered daytime 
classes for obedience and 
rally at Masterpeace—by 
far the youngest student. 
She always asked questions, 
wanting to learn more, 
and was open to being 
challenged to improve her 
handling skills.

2023: Ellie celebrates a Ju-
niors win at Springfield. “Her 
outward upbeat and can-do 
attitude covers up the pain and 
discomfort she may be feeling.”
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feature
SHOWTIME

In June 2023, at age 10, 
Ellie enrolled as a junior 
handler with the AKC, 
and the Mucciarone fam-
ily generously made Ellie a 
co-owner for Ben. In July, 
she began competing in 
Junior Showmanship, and 
after earning all first places 
as a Novice Junior, she is 
now competing as an Open 
Junior. Also in July 2023, 
they entered their first rally 
trial as part of a junior 
showcase, earning a score 
of 97 out of the Novice A 
class and first place. In her 
next two rally trials, she 
competed in Novice A with 
adults, earning two second 
places with scores of 96 
and 94. 

Little did Ellie (and 
her family) realize that 
these scores would 
result in an invitation 
to the 2024 AKC Rally 
National Championship in 
Wilmington, Ohio.

With this Rally invi-
tation, the Masterpeace 
community rallied around 
Ellie to support a trip for 

Rally judge Robin Botelho  
congratulates Ellie at the Show & 
Go fundraiser that raised $3,000



https://www.icelanddogs.com
https://www.icelanddogs.com
https://www.akc.org/sports/rally/events/akc-rally-national-championship/
https://www.facebook.com/p/AKC-Rally-National-Championship-100064898372151/


https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/nohs-regional-events/
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AKC FETCH EVENT | Jacobson, Minnesota
Photos by Kathleen Riley

AKC Fetch is a pass-fail 
noncompetitive test in 

the AKC Family Dog  
program.

The test’s four levels 
(Novice, Intermediate, 
Advanced, and Retriever) 
assess retrieving abil-
ity. In the Advanced and 
Retriever levels, the dog 
must respond correctly to 

signals. Also, Advanced and 
Retriever have a memory 
component: A retrieving 
bumper or ball is dropped 
(or thrown) behind a blind 
where it cannot be seen.

For each of the four 
titles, the dog must pass the 
test twice under two di�er-
ent approved AKC Fetch 
judges. All AKC-registered 

or -enrolled dogs at least 6 
months old are eligible.

AKC Fetch titles can be 
used as a required AKC title 
for earning the Gold level of 
AKC Fit Dog.

Kathleen Riley visited this 
spring’s Novice Dog events 
of the Ball Blu� Pointing 
Dog Club of MN and filed 
this photo coverage.

https://www.kathleenrileyphotography.com/home
https://www.akc.org/fetch/
https://www.ballbluffpointingdogclubmn.com
https://www.ballbluffpointingdogclubmn.com


https://www.kathleenrileyphotography.com/home


https://www.kathleenrileyphotography.com/home


https://www.akc.org/products-services/akcrx/?utm_source=qrcode&utm_medium=gazette_magazine&utm_campaign=akcrx&utm_id=akcrx&utm_term=learn_more&utm_content=mission_focused
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videos

Pet Gala

Lots of video from the AKC Museum of the Dog’s Pet Gala fundraiser. 27:51

Kaz: On the Record

Will Alexander’s in-depth interview with Kaz Hozaka, posted just days before Kaz’s death. 

1:06:16

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRVo4tb21f4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLX6ndk58l8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLX6ndk58l8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRVo4tb21f4
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videos

The Big Guys

This AKC Gazette Gallery is a photo montage of breeds from the Working Group. 1:25

Go Fetch!

As a companion to this month’s story “Ellie and Officer Ben,” Here’s a brief introduction 

to AKC Fetch Novice. 7:00

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Wb6TzpaePM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFGAaBwQBhc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFGAaBwQBhc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Wb6TzpaePM
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March 1926: The cover art depicts 
a 18th-century aristocrat after a 
successful day’s hunting with his 
coursing hounds. At his feet is a 
bounty of game birds and a rabbit. 
The etching was from the collec-
tion of Freeman Lloyd, a frequent 
gazette contributor recalled as the 
most knowledgeable dog writer of 
his time.

February 1929: Cover dog Ch. Sunnybank Thane was out of 
author and Collie breeder Albert Payson Terhune’s fabled 
Sunnybank Kennel. We believe the uncredited photo to be 
the work of Rudolph Tauskey, who in the 1920s was the ga-
zette’s staff photographer.
  

December 1926: This lovely Wire 
Fox Terrier illustration is from 
an etching by master artist Bert 
Cobb. A frequent contributor to 
the gazette of the 1920s and ’30s, 
Cobb was an all-around graphic 
artist for hire. He created politi-
cal cartoons, comic strips, sheet 
music covers, and caricatures for 
newspapers and periodicals. In the 
1920s, Cobb focused on etchings 
of dog-show champions. His books 
Portraits of Dogs and Hunting Dogs 
were published in 1931, and his 
dog art was exhibited nationwide. 
Cobb died in 1936 at age 66.

October 1926: The Tauskey 
cover photo commemorates 
Sealyham Terrier Ch. Pinegrade 
Perfection’s win at the American 
Kennel Club Sesqui Exhibition in 
Philadelphia. The show was part 
of the city’s celebration of Amer-
ica’s 150th birthday. Its entry of 
2,899 made it the biggest show 
to date.

TIMES PAST
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DOG PEOPLE

In the “The Golden Age of Canines” episode of the AKC Down and Back 
podcast, we hear of how Charles Schulz created Snoopy. 

At the peak of his popularity, Snoopy was awarded an honorary AKC  
registration number: beagle 1. When Charlie Brown asked his newly registered 
Beagle if he’d like to enter a dog show, Snoopy responded, “How could I?  
I don’t even own a dog!”

Charles Schulz

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEMGp7g&list=PLPfEv_pKgm7eKIYtGTtMNag4L1QAYaogi&index=2


mailto:arliss.paddock%40akc.org?subject=
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The breed columns are a
time-honored feature of the
akc gazette. Each columnist
is appointed by the breed’s
national parent club, which
preserves the breed’s  
standard and helps to  
educate breeders, judges, 
and the public about the 
breed’s traits, history, care, 
and training. A national  
parent club is made up of 
dedicated breeders and  
fanciers and represents 
many years of collective  
experience in the breed.  
Columnists are asked to write 
about topics of interest to  
serious dog fanciers in  
general as well as those of 
specific interest to judges 
and devotees of the breed. 
The breed columns rotate 
quarterly by group so that 
each breed’s column can  
appear four times a year.  
Information and opinions  
expressed in the breed  
columns represent the  
views of their authors, not 
necessarily those of the 
breed’s parent club or the 
AKC. For questions about the 
breed columns, e-mail 
Arliss.Paddock@akc.org

Border Terrier

THIS MONTH

Sporting 
32	 Brittanys

34	 Pointers

38	� German Shorthaired  

Pointers

40	 Chesapeake Bay Retrievers

43	 Curly-Coated Retrievers

44	 Golden Retrievers

45	 English Setters

47	 Gordon Setters

51	 Irish Red and White Setters

54	 Clumber Spaniels

56	 Cocker Spaniels 

57	 English Cocker Spaniels

59	� English Springer  

Spaniels 

62	 Field Spaniels

64	 Sussex Spaniels

65	� Welsh Springer  

Spaniels

67	 Spinoni Italiani 

69	 Vizslas

71	 Weimaraners

Working
73	 Alaskan Malamutes

74	� Bernese Mountain Dogs

76	� Black Russian Terriers

80	 Boerboels

84	 Boxers

85	 Bullmastiffs

89	 Chinooks

94	 Doberman Pinschers

95	 Dogues de Bordeaux

97	� German Pinschers

99	 Great Danes

100	 Great Pyrenees

102	 Komondorok

104	 Leonbergers

107	 Mastiffs

108	� Neapolitan Mastiffs

110	 Newfoundlands

112	� Portuguese  

Water Dogs

114	 Rottweilers

118	 Siberian Huskies

121	 Standard Schnauzers

mailto:arliss.paddock%40akc.org?subject=
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and Ben took his first bird 
with a clean shot. It was an 
event never to be forgotten 
—further because 12 years 
later, after Meg was retired 
from field trials, Ben took 
several chukars over her 

points and then retrieves.
Nuf Ced Herb Score was 

an unusual name. The entire 
litter of seven pups were 
named by the boys and me 
after baseball players. Our 
family kept two of them. 

Both Herbie and Bear were 
excellent hunters, who when 
“steady to wing and-shot” 
they never chased a bird 
while hunting or in field trial 
competition. Herbie per-
formed 23 years ago with a 

Brittanys who have been part of 
the author’s family; the author’s 
son Joe with Brittanys Sam and 
Dewey
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professional handler in the 
show ring and achieved a 
championship title in less 
than seven weeks. He had 
seven points toward a field 
championship, thus did not 
become a Dual. When not 
participating in the show 
ring and field trial events, it 
was estimated that in hunt-
ing maybe 80 birds were 
taken, on a limited number 
of hunts. 

Two other events of 
note have occurred, when 
Tommy Thomas han-
dled Irish to the National 
Amateur Field Trial 
Championship nine years 
ago, and a year later Tom 
Tracy handled Irish to 
the National All-Age 
Championship, both events 
at Booneville, Arkansas.

As this piece is being writ-
ten, it’s only several days 
ago, a promising field com-
petitive white-liver female, 
just 2 years of age, Snap, 
contracted what would be 
a life-ending disease, spinal 
melanoma. The supervising 
veterinary doctor indicated 
that it was possibly the result 
of a tick bite. At the vet hos-

pital the “time occurred,” 
Snap jumped in my lap, 
licked my face, and peace-
fully settled as the drug was 
administered. This was a 
tough loss, because Snap 
had a loving personality and 
also had excellent potential 
in field trial competition—
having a Derby placement 
while also being “steady to 
wing and shot,” was ready to 
start the field trial run for-
ward this coming year. Her 
ashes are in a leather box 
placed on a bookshelf over 
my desk.

These are eight brief 
glimpses of many events 
well remembered for each 
of the Brittanys. For me, 
this is very important, both 
ups and downs, so to speak. 
Many of these Brittanys 
have passed, but memories 
of each prevail. All 32 have 
a place in my memory bank. 
As you read this article, I 
am sure you recall a special 
place in your heart for your 
own Brittanys. 

In addition of equal 
importance is the fact that 
each of those Brittanys per-
formed afield. Some were, 

and are, super hunting and 
field trial dogs. Others had 
or have varying degrees of 
scenting and ability to find 
birds. Regarding appear-
ance they all were varying in 
color: orange/white, white/
orange, liver/white, white/
liver, even three tricolor, and 
one liver roan. Several of 
those Brittanys performed in 
the show ring, but their first 
desire was to be in the field 
in pursuit of birds. It’s all 
about performance and not 
about appearance.

The Brittany has a tem-
perament that is unique to 
the breed. It is up to us who 
own Brittanys to keep that 
trait strong, including per-
formance in the show ring 
and their desire to scent 
gamebirds while hunting 
and when in field competi-
tion events.

—David Webb,
davidawebb@aol.com
American Brittany Club 

Pointers
THE POINTER IN MOTION

A trotting Pointer pres-
ents a series of graceful 

mailto:davidawebb%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.theamericanbrittanyclub.org
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injury or damage from an 
uneven hit on the ground. 
The Pointer’s working gait, 
the gallop, requires a sound, 
ground-covering dog; this is 
then reflected in a dog who 
is sound and ground- 
covering in the showring 
gait, the trot. 

Soundness is supported by 
a balanced dog. A Pointer’s 
ideal ground-covering gallop 
is supported by a shoulder 
long and well-laid-back that 
allows the front to extend 
fully forward; and a proper- 
built pelvis into stifle, where 
there is a slightly arched, 
moderate-length loin that 
exudes power and provides 
capacity for sharp turns; 
and a cushion of muscle 
to extend and contract the 
body as well as absorb the 
shock of hard running; 
leading into a slight drop of 
croup to tail to well-defined 
shelf, pulling into the stifle 
to form an angle matching 
the front, enabling the rear 
to extend fully back and 
swing back under with ease. 

In movement, as in stand-
ing, balance and overall 
symmetry are more import-

ant in the Pointer than size; 
as Pointers are not measured 
or weighed in the AKC 
conformation ring, a judge 
at an AKC show cannot 
accurately ascertain a dog’s 
height, length, or weight 
anyway (only in compar-
ison to other dogs in the 
ring, which may all be near, 
below, or above the lim-
its of the standard), so the 
height, length, and weight 
of Pointers should be mea-
sured (the eye alone cannot 
be trusted) by owners and 
breeders (judges are without 
the tools to do so) and not 
taken as obvious in the ring. 
The build, i.e., the structure 
which can be evaluated in 
the ring, is central to the 
dog’s movement.

The build needed to com-
plete the gallop with head 
held high creates a build that 
results in a specific type of 
outline in trot. The head is 
held high, not like that of a 
hackney horse but like that 
of a thoroughbred horse 
trotting full out; the head 
is up, but the neck is not 
pulled back into the shoul-
ders, as this reflects a dog 

without the proper front 
assembly needed for the 
fully extended, lasting hunt-
ing gallop. 

A Pointer with hackney 
gait will suffer tremendously 
in the field, as it is reflection 
of a body not only unable 
to maintain a trot but also 
unable to last in a gallop; 
very often it is a shoulder 
that is not well laid back. 
In the trot, the front and 
rear should evenly and fully 
extend out and back under, 
without energy-wasting and 
body-straining that comes 
from repetitive high lifting; 
the balanced and well-an-
gled front and rear needed 
for a fully extended, bal-
anced, and sound gallop 
in hunt results in a fully 
extended, balanced, and 
sound trot in the ring. 

The Pointer should extend 
out evenly in movement and 
with a wide-open gait, not 
move the legs more often 
in small steps (regardless 
of whether even), as this is 
wasted effort and energy; 
this higher number of steps 
causes the muscles and 
joints to work harder, but 
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ing that demands the action 
level the tail reaches in the 
hunting environment. 

The length of the tail 
should be short, above 
the hock, and as a natural 
extension of the spine, it 
should not be carried over 
the back.

The Pointer in movement 
is unique. The ideal Pointer 
gives the immediate impres-
sion of compact power and 
agile grace: the head noble, 
proudly carried; slight arch 
over neck and loin; the mus-
cular body bespeaking both 
staying power and dash. 

The Pointer’s extension in 
the trot comes from a dog 
well-built to gallop, scent 
the wind, and cover many 
terrains for hours on end. It 
is not high-lifting but fully 
out, even-stepping, effort-
less, and efficient, a series of 
graceful curves. 

The Pointer in motion 
is distinct from any other 
breed, for the Pointer was 
made for a purpose distinct 
from any other.

—Hayley Thompson,
windlight1@aol.com
American Pointer Club 

German Shorthaired 
Pointers
MEAN SEEDS: HEADS UP TO 
ALL

Sadly, a friend in 
Pennsylvania lost his 

Shorthair when she inhaled 
the seed awn of a particular 
type of grass while hunt-
ing. A couple of days later, 
he noticed she had a slight 
cough as if to clear her 
throat, but nothing alarm-
ing. Later, when she began 
to exhibit signs of lethargy, 
he became concerned and 
took her to his veterinarian, 
who did a chest X-ray. It 
indicated her lungs were 
infected, to the point where 
nothing could be done other 
than keep her comfortable. 

Devastated, he took her 
home, so she could spend 
her final days in familiar 
surroundings. He then 
called me to ask if I would 
do an article to help others 
potentially avoid the same 
thing happening to their 
dogs.

These types of grass-seed 
awns are not just danger-
ous to hunting dogs in 
large fields, they can also 

be found in lawns, parks, 
greenbelt areas, and grounds 
used for hunt test, field tri-
als, tracking or scent work. 

What makes the seed 
awn particularly dangerous 
is how it gains entry into 
the dog and continues to 
migrate. Unlike a traditional 
burr or sticker that tends 
to stay in one place until 
removed by hand, brush, 
or curry comb or knocked 
off, it pierces the skin or is 
inhaled, as happened with 
my friend’s dog. It has a 
barb that keeps it in place 
as it continues to penetrate 
deeper. With a ratchetlike 
motion, the awn continues 
to progress forward through 
the skin, muscle, and tissue 
causing a bacterial infection, 
usually anaerobic with the 
potential for an abscess at 
some point in its progression.

Problematic grasses (fox-
tail, perennial rye, foxtail 
barley, and thread-and- 
needle) that produce these 
type of seed awns are com-
monly found and easily 
identified. Perennial rye is 
often used in lawns, and 
when mowed it can produce 

mailto:windlight1%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.americanpointerclub.org
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seed awns horizontally two 
feet from the root. 

If you are exercising your 
dog in a large field or plan 
to enter an event or hunt 
locally or out of state, it 

would be prudent to know 
what type of grasses are 
prevalent in the area. A dog 
scenting or searching for 
game maybe potentially at 
risk of coming in contact 

with and/or inhaling a dried 
seed awn if the grass is 
thick and tall. 

Considering the circum-
stances, one should be 
prepared to carefully go 

The sharp, flesh-penetrating seeds from the “foxtail” seed-heads of certain grasses pose serious risks to 
dogs engaging in outdoor activities. Pictured: foxtail barley; foxtail; perennial rye; rye growing horizontally; 
Shorthair working in thick grass.
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arrive nowhere. The first 
thing to consider is the coat 
of the dog. This, of course 
after disregarding physical 
faults, is the premiere char-
acteristic of the dog whose 
working time is spent 50% 
in the water and 50% in 
the cold air after immer-
sion. The very nature of his 
work places this foremost 
after physical soundness. 
The straight, long-haired 
Chesapeake and the tightly 

curled haired Chesapeake 
should rightly have no place 
in the regard of fancier or 
judge. Neither of them pos-
sess the water-shedding  
coat, which should char-
acterize the dog. The 
long-haired dog possesses a 
coat which, in place of  
shedding water, absorbs 
it —as the lack of curl indi-
cates the absence of the oily 
secretion which, while very 
obnoxious about a hot stove, 

is nevertheless absolutely 
necessary to these dogs in 
their working hours. Again, 
invariably the close-curled 
type is devoid of the inner 
fur or ‘Otter Coat’ about 
which hangs so much 
mystery and so many false 
impressions as to its ori-
gin. The real Chesapeake 
lies between these two 
extremes, the hair wavy 
over the flanks and shoul-
ders but becoming straight 
on the lower parts of the 
animal. The inner coat of 
fur-like texture is practically 
impervious to moisture, 
and is essential. So much 
for the coat about which 
there has been, and can be, 

Examples of different types of 
outstanding coats. “They fit like 
jackets!” one owner says. “It can 
be difficult to part the coat and 
find the skin.”



http://www.amchessieclub.org
http://www.amchessieclub.org
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Curly-Coated  
Retrievers
A NEW LIFESTYLE

Many dog owners think 
that once we reach 

retirement age, or feel less 
independent, we may have 
to give up our dogs. This is 
not always true. I researched 
multiple retirement situa-
tions in Florida and found 
a very nice apartment in a 
retirement community near 
Jacksonville.

Some retirement commu-
nities restrict dog ownership 
to small dogs or disallow 
dogs altogether. But my 
community allows me to 
have my Curly-Coated 
Retriever Fame here with 
me, and we are adjusting to 
a completely different way 
of life than we had before.

Obedience training has 
been easy to accomplish, 
because my three rooms 
connect to one another. 
Fame is able to trot quickly 
through all the rooms when 
we train, and she seems to 
really enjoy it!

As well as concentrating 
on “take it,” running to 
retrieve the item I’ve thrown, 

Fame is getting some exer-
cise. Sit- and down-stays are 
easy to accomplish, as we 
have two large outdoor areas 
and four small areas I can 
use for out-of-sight stays.

For a bit of additional 
training, when we are out-
side the apartment in the 
corridors, I will have Fame 
perform her exercises in a 
relaxed manner. We do this 
during quieter times in the 
building. Fame is always on 
lead. 

Since Fame is the largest 
dog in our community, I am 

aware that she needs to be 
an especially well-behaved 
citizen. Most of the other 
dogs are small, and some 
of their owners might have 
difficulty managing if the 
dogs took exception to one 
another. Obedience training 
keeps us ready to respond 
politely to surprises in the 
halls or outdoors. 

I plan to continue obe-
dience and other activities 
with Fame as our future 
progresses. Moving into a 
new lifestyle has not inter-
rupted our relationship and 

Curly-Coated
Retriever



http://www.ccrca.org
http://www.ccrca.org
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If you’re in a breed for the 
long run, what matters as 
much as the dogs is your 
relationships with the other 
people in the breed. You 
cannot keep and maintain 

an entire breed on your own. 
No one has that much room 
and you won’t live forever. 
You need good relationships 
so you can have access to 
other good dogs, if nothing 

else. You need other people 
on that terrible night when 
your bitch is having trouble 
and you are about to lose an 
entire litter. You need other 
people who can take a good 
puppy because you cannot 
keep anymore dogs, even 
though the puppy is show 
quality and you want him/
her to be shown and possi-
bly bred someday.

In short, if you’re in dogs 
for more than your own 
ego and you care about the 
breed, you need friends 
to help you along the way. 
You won’t have friends if 
you alienate everyone by 
always thinking you know 
more than everyone else and 
throwing insults at people. It 
doesn’t matter how nice your 
dogs are. People won’t hang 
around you to be insulted 
and belittled. No one appre-
ciates temper tantrums.

Aside from these obvi-
ous points, the American 
Kennel Club’s Code of 
Sportsmanship applies not 
just when you are at a dog 
show or other dog event. 
It also applies when you’re 
sitting at your computer. If 

English Setter
(Tauskey photo)
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you can’t be a good sport 
about doing things with your 
dog and interacting with 
other people and their dogs, 
maybe you need a time-out 
to consider whether you 
should be competing.

Here are some suggestions:
• Learn to be gracious 

whether you win or lose.
• Learn to appreciate the 

good points in dogs that 
belong to other people.

• Don’t air your grievances 
on social media and think 
that people won’t know who 
you’re discussing. Most 
breeds have a relatively 
small world of dog show 
friends so everyone will 
know.

• Try to remember that 
you actually don’t know 
everything no matter how 
long you’ve been in a breed. 
Other people may have dif-
ferent ideas that can also be 
right.

• Sour grapes always 
sound like sour grapes.

• Never say bad things 
about someone else’s dog. 
That’s just common sense. 
Nothing will lose you friends 
faster. You probably don’t 

know everyone who likes 
that dog, who has bred to 
him, or who has one of his 
puppies. Besides, do you 
really want to be the per-
son attacking a dog? He’s 
someone’s beloved pet. I 
guarantee you that he sleeps 
on someone’s bed at night.

It would be nice if we all 
try to play nicely together. I 
know that none of us is per-
fect, but we can all try to get 
along and be as nice as our 
dogs. With English Setters 
that’s a high bar, because 
our dogs are so good. But 
we can do it.

—Carlotta Cooper, 
eshever@embarqmail.com
English Setter Association 

of America

Gordon Setters
OUT IN THE FIELD

Before there was ever a 
dog show there were 

Gordon Setters working 
in the field —or more pre-
cisely, on the moors in 
Scotland, and when there 
are two or more people with 
dogs what is sure to follow is 
best described by the refrain 

from the old Ken-L Ration 
dog food TV jingle from 
years ago, “My dog’s better 
than your dog...” Welcome 
to field trials.

The first recorded field 
trial was held at Southill, 
England, north of London 
near Cambridge in April 
1863 and was limited to 
setters only. First prize was 
awarded to Dandy, a set-
ter from Gordon Castle 
breeding owned by Mr. J.N. 
Fleming. Second prize was 
awarded to another Gordon 
Setter, Old Moll, owned by 
J.A. Handy. And the third 
prize went to Rowland, 
owned by Major Elwond —
still another Gordon. 

Thanks to the Civil War 
and its aftermath it took the 
idea of field trials a bit of 
time to work its way across 
the Atlantic. The first record 
of trials in the U.S. comes 
from the National American 
Kennel Club stud book 
Vol.1, published in St, Louis 
in 1879. It covers the period 
from 1870 through 1879. 
This group is not to be con-
fused with the current AKC. 
This group was folded into 

mailto:eshever%40embarqmail.com?subject=
http://www.esaa.com
http://www.esaa.com
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stake limited to Gordon 
Setters was in December 
1890, hosted by the 
Central Field Trial Club of 
Lexington, North Carolina. 
The four placements went 
to Bendigo, Beaumont, 
Gordo, and Mont. There 
was not a second one, and 
Gordons faded into the 
background in trials. With 
any of these dogs men-
tioned, an argument can 
be made that they were not 
true Gordon Setters by 
today’s definitions. Most 
had “native” setters close 
up in their pedigrees. And 
to be fair, at that point in 
time it was performance and 
not pedigree that mattered. 
That said, they are listed 
in the “official’” records as 
Gordons.

In 1921 Dr. A.P. Evans 
began his kennel of 
Gordons, Svane Gordon 
Setters, mostly with imports 
from Norway and Denmark. 
In 1922 Svane June was 
whelped, and five years later 
she began a remarkable 
career in trials. The first 
trial held by the GSCA was 
in 1928, and Svane June 

finished 3rd in the all-age 
stake, but she came back at 
the second GSCA trial in 
1929 to claim first in the all-
age stake. Those trials were 
not AKC trials. Over the 
next several years she ran in 
numerous shooting club tri-
als and completed her career 
in 1929 and 1930, with 
three wins in all-age stakes 
of over 20 entries each. Her 
daughter, Svane June’s Baby, 
picked up where her mother 
left off and won a number of 
trials before her career was 
ended by the start of World 
War II. If one is looking for 
the first Gordon Setter as 
we know them today to win 
a field trial, then Svane June 
probably holds that distinc-
tion from her win in 1929.

When the GSCA was 
formed in 1924, most tri-
als were at local shooting 
clubs along the East Coast, 
and Gordons were active 
in those trials. AKC field 
trials began in 1924, with 
the first one hosted by the 
English Setter Association 
of America. It took seven 
years for the second AKC 
trial, and the GSCA and the 

Irish Setter Club of America 
co-hosted it in New Jersey 
in 1931. 

After the War
Following World War II, 

Gordon field trials began 
again in 1949. Anyone with 
any experience was out of 
the picture after a 10-year 
gap, so there was a learning 
curve. The first one, now 
run under AKC rules, was 
in New Jersey in the spring 
and open only to Gordons. 
From Jean Look’s book:

“Goodness knows there 
was nothing professional 
about the first trial. No one 
was quite sure what to do or 
where to go. The young dogs 
chased each other madly; 
the birds they found just 
as madly. Several dignified, 
well trained gun dogs with 
their dignified and kindly 
owners proceeded to show 
us how it should be done.”

Things improved quickly, 
and within three years 
there were 12 trials, all in 
the New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania area. The 
Gordons only limit was 
replaced by setters only in 
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1952, and by 1955 the trials 
were open to all pointing 
breeds. One dog, Page’s 
Shuriridge Liz, owned by 
Jack Page of Connecticut, 
dominated the scene in 
the 1950s, with over 100 
placements, more than 75 
of them in American Field 
competition.

By the end of the 1950s 
trialing eased a bit, but 
in 1966 a major change 
occurred when AKC rules 
were altered to allow for 
horseback handling. All 
trials to that point in time 
had been foot handled only. 
With that change, profes-
sional trainers and handlers 
became much more com-
mon, and performances 
improved. 

Within two years of allow-
ing horseback handling, 
the number of AKC point-
ing-breed trials more than 
doubled, to 450. 

Gordon Setter trials began 
in 1968 in California and 
grew quickly in numbers 
and quality, thanks in large 
part to Alec Laurence 
and Norm Sorby with his 
Springset Gordon Setters. 

In the 1970s the quality 
and number of Gordons 
running in California was 
unequaled elsewhere. With 
that success, the offspring 
from those dogs worked 
their way East, and when 
bred to the eastern lines of 
Gordons, things improved 
from coast to coast. Even 
if not breeding to the 
California dogs, their per-
formances encouraged 
others to put more emphasis 
into their own breeding pro-
grams and into training. It 
was a win for everyone.

Trials resumed in the 
Midwest in 1976 under 
the Mid America Gordon 
Setter Field Trial Club, first 
in Illinois, then Winimac, 
Indiana, and then to Killdeer 
Plains in Ohio. That club 
ran American Field Trials, 
then AKC trials under the 
GSCA banner and finally 
merged into the Miami 
Valley Gordon Setter Club 
of Ohio. 

The Mid America group 
hosted the first-ever classic 
stake for Gordon Setters 
under American Field rules 
in Winimac in the spring 

of 1980, a precursor to 
a championship stake. It 
was won by DC and AFC 
Shadowmere Scylla Savoy, 
owned by Barbara Burgess, 
Bruce Elliott, and Jim 
Thacker of Ohio, and han-
dled by Jim Basham. The 
winner was a clear example 
of the bi-coastal breeding 
mentioned above. Her sire 
was a top show dog from 
old Eastern gundogs lines, 
Ch. MacNeal of Ellicott. 
Her mother was a top-win-
ning field trial dog from 
California, Fld and AFC 
Springset Ladybug, CD. 
Norm Sorby and a crew 
from California made the 
trip east for that trial, bring-
ing dogs with them.

This group also hosted 
the first-ever championship 
stake for Gordons under 
American Field rules at 
Killdeer Plains in 1981, with 
no title awarded. The follow-
ing year at Killdeer Plains, 
Field Ch/AFC Belmor’s 
Pretty Belle owned by Dr. 
Joel and Barbara Morris of 
Maryland put on a master-
ful performance to become 
the first Gordon to win an 



mailto:dunbargs%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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gracious, elegant major-
ity, her newfound calm 
demeanor reigns. She is a 
joy. My joy. 

As one owner commented 
“They are Forever pups 
… body maybe slower, but 
they will not admit and keep 
going.” May our IRWS 
seniors keep going for many 
years to come. 

—Cynthia Lancaster, 
clclancaster@gmail.com
Irish Red and White Setter 

Association of America 

Clumber Spaniels

The Gazette’s longtime 
columnist for Clumber 

Spaniels, Dr. Bryant 
Freeman, passed away in 
February. Over the previous 
year he had provided sev-
eral informative articles for 
upcoming issues well ahead 
of deadline, thus we have 
a number of his unpub-
lished Clumber Spaniel 
columns in the lineup for 
upcoming issues. We are 
glad to continue sharing 
these remaining pieces in his 
honor and for the benefit of 
the breed.

THE FIRST AKC CLUMBER 
SPANIEL STANDARD

Amazingly, it was not an 
American but a wealthy 
German-born Canadian, 
Francis Hubert Frederick 
Mercer (1867-1900), who 
wrote the American Kennel 
Club’s first Clumber Spaniel 
standard. Amazingly, he 
wrote it single-handedly, 
and at the ripe old age of 
23. And most amazing of 
all, it stood unchallenged 
and unchanged for 70 years, 
from 1890 to 1960.

It could be argued, how-
ever, that the first Clumber 
Spaniel standard used in 
the U.S. dates from April 
1878—six years before 
AKC’s founding—when 
the Westminster Kennel 
Club stipulated: “Dogs 
to be judged according to 
Stonehenge’s Dogs of the 
British Islands, 3rd ed.” But 
this ruling was obviously in 
effect only for this one ken-
nel club. 

Thus it was an 
Englishman, Stonehenge 

Clumber Spaniel

mailto:clclancaster%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.irishredwhitesetterassociation.com/index.htm
https://www.irishredwhitesetterassociation.com/index.htm
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(pseudonym for Dr. John 
Henry Walsh, 1810-1888), 
who originally defined the 
first published breed stan-
dards used anywhere in the 
U.S. But as for our breed, 
numerous writers flatly state 
that Stonehenge did not like 
Clumbers, and that Bruce, 
his illustration for the breed, 
did great harm. 

Features in the Stonehenge 
standard which could well 
be considered most objec-
tionable today are “nose 
very long,” “eye large,” 
“neck free from dewlap,” 
“loin free from arch,” “coat 
slightly wavy,” only color 
“more or less lemon,” and, 
worst by far, “length two 
and a half times height.”  

At the May 19, 1885, 
meeting of the AKC 
Executive Committee, the 
secretary was instructed 
“to enlist prominent breed-
ers and exhibitors to write 
Standards for their respec-
tive breeds.” 

Mercer was the obvious 
choice. His outstanding 
Clumber kennel near 
Ottawa, Canada, which 
included lodging for 

staff, was featured in dog 
magazines of the times. 
He imported a number 
of England’s winning 
Clumbers and was one of 
this continent’s two main 
Clumber breeders (both in 
Canada), and a frequent 
Clumber exhibitor both 
in the U.S. and Canada. 
He published in 1890 The 
Spaniel and its Training 
(149 pp., still in print), and 
in 1891 contributed the 
16-page Clumber chapter 
(now available presented 
as a book) in the 734-page 
American Book of the Dog 
(George Oliver Shields, ed.), 

Most of what we know of 
Clumbers on this continent 
from 1849 to 1900 is thanks 
to Mercer. Never married, 
his life centered around 
Clumbers and his yacht, 
in which he was nearly 
drowned. He died of a sud-
den heart attack at age 32.

An obvious question often 
asked is why was a U.S. 
standard commissioned for 
a very English breed at a 
time (1890) when only 37 
Clumbers had ever been 
registered in the U.S., con-

trasting with 685 in Great 
Britain? 

But Mercer’s standard is 
a far more detailed updat-
ing of Stonehenge, starting 
with a useful “General 
Appearance” section totally 
absent in Stonehenge. 
Unfortunately Mercer does 
repeat some of Stonehenge’s 
points objectionable to us 
today. Instead of “nose 
very long” there is still “jaw 
long”; eyes are “large,” neck 
“free from dewlap,” though 
“loin not too much arched.” 

To Mercer’s credit, 
coat is “straight” rather 
than “slightly wavy,” and 
“orange” is not only admit-
ted as existing but apparently 
as acceptable as “lemon” 
(unlike in the U.K. stan-
dard even today!). Strangely 
for this particular spaniel, 
Mercer adds “ears long.” 
And he only somewhat 
attenuates Stonehenge’s most 
grievous error, stating “the 
nearer the dog is in length to 
being two and one-half times 
his height at shoulder the 
better.”

The present AKC stan-
dard, far more detailed 
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than Mercer’s, differs 
from Mercer notably in 
weight. Mercer: “dogs 
55–65 lbs., bitches 35–50 
lbs.”; today: “dogs 70–85 
lbs., bitches 55–70 lbs.” 
Mercer: “heavy-looking 
dog”; today: “substantial 
dog.” Mercer: “eyes large”; 
today: “prominent eyes 
penalized.” Today’s standard 
states muzzle “broad and 
deep,” “presence of dew-
lap not to be faulted,” “loin 
arches slightly,” “coat dense, 
straight and flat,” and “ideal 
length to height 11 to 9.” 

And unlike today’s stan-
dard, neither Stonehenge 
nor Mercer mention tail 
length, perhaps because the 
near universal practice was 
to dock this low-set breed 
meant to work in heavy 
underbrush. And most sur-
prising of all for us today, 
neither makes any mention 
whatsoever of bite, gait, or 
temperament.

Reminder: “The tall, 
square Clumber is the drag 
of our breed.” (Douglas A. 
Johnson)

—Bryant Freeman, Ph.D., 
Founding/Life Member, 

Clumber Spaniel Club of 
America

Clumber Spaniel Club of 
America

	

Cocker Spaniels
BACKDROP: WATCHING THE 
COCKER SPANIEL TOPLINE

The Cocker Spaniel 
standard advises us: 

“Above all, he must be free 
and merry, sound, well bal-
anced throughout and in 
action show a keen incli-
nation to work. A dog well 
balanced in all parts is more 
desirable than a dog with 
strongly contrasting good 
points and faults.”

There is no better way 
to observe this complete 
assembly of a Cocker 
Spaniel than to watch the 
Cocker and its topline 
in motion. This colum-
nist strongly recommends 
watching dogs, including 
Cockers, from around the 
country in motion on the 
AKC.tv app (also at https://
akc.tv/). This viewing will 
quickly reveal whether a 
Cocker is correctly put 
together and carries himself 

with a correct topline. 
The standard further 

specifies: 
“Topline—Sloping slightly 

towards muscular quar-
ters” and “Back is strong 
and sloping evenly and 
slightly downward from 
the shoulders to the set-on 
of the docked tail.” Also: 
“Prerequisite to good move-
ment is balance between the 
front and rear assemblies. 
He drives with strong, pow-
erful rear quarters and is 
properly constructed in the 
shoulders and forelegs so 
that he can reach forward 
without constriction in a full 

Cocker Spaniel puppies, January 
2005 (Dogphoto.com photo)

http://www.clumbers.org
http://www.clumbers.org
https://akc.tv/
https://akc.tv/
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stride to counterbalance the 
driving force from the rear. 
Above all, his gait is coordi-
nated, smooth and effortless. 
The dog must cover ground 
with his action: excessive 
animation should not be 
mistaken for proper gait.” 

It is truly amazing what 
the viewer can learn in the 
short time a dog is moving 
around the ring. Sometimes 
dogs that look beautiful in 
still photos just do not pass 
muster in their trips around 
the ring. Instead of a beau-
tifully arched neck with 
well-laid-back shoulders 
flowing into a hard, slop-
ing back and correct tailset, 
you may find in motion a 
“stuffy,” short neck and 
a topline that does not 
show a firm back and has a 
“rumpy” approach to the 
tailset. 

Fortunately, it does not 
take that much time for the 
topline in motion to reveal 
the Cocker’s assembly to 
the judge and to the ring-
side or other viewer. The 
well-built Cocker, topline 
correctly trimmed, will soon 
be evident, even in those 

brief down-and-back and 
around-the-ring trips! A 
heavy coat cannot obscure 
the way the way the front 
and rear assemblies function 
together in motion to create 
a Cocker with movement 
that extends and reaches 
forward and drives strongly 
from the rear. 

The sincere, knowledge-
able Cocker breeder should 
want to add to their knowl-
edge base, and not rely on 
photos and publicity to 
choose animals to incorpo-
rate into a breeding program 
designed to improve the 
future. Hands-on examina-
tion and the opportunity 
to observe the Cocker in 
motion have so much value 
and tell so many tales. 
Further, if you happen to be 
involved with the Parti-color 
variety, you need to under-
stand what part certain 
markings play in possibly 
altering the way the neck, 
topline, and tailset appear. 
For example: A spot in the 
middle of the neck can make 
the neck look shorter than 
it really is, while a marking 
at the shoulder and behind 

the shoulders at an angle 
can make the neck look 
longer and better set than it 
is. A “saddle” marking can 
have various implications. 
The judge, and the Cocker 
viewer, has a better chance 
to figure out the role mark-
ings play by watching the 
Cocker topline in motion. 

Keenly observant Cocker 
breeders soon learn that 
watching the Cocker topline 
in motion is key to under-
standing how the total dog is 
“assembled” and whether it 
“holds together” in motion 
as a correct sum of its parts. 

—Kristi L. Tukua,
American Spaniel Club 

English Cocker Spaniels 
THE ENGLISH COCKER SPANIEL 
CLUB OF AMERICA HEALTH 
AND RESCUE ORGANIZATION

Many people are 
unaware that the 

English Cocker Spaniel 
Club of America Health 
and Rescue Organization is 
a separate entity from the 
parent club organization, 
the English Cocker Spaniel 
Club of America (ECSCA). 

http://www.americanspanielclub.org
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safe spaces for displaced 
animals in the community. 
Once deployed, these trailers 
become the property of the 
affected community to help 
animals in need.

On the health side, well 
before the HRO existed as 
a separate organization, the 
ECSCA health committee 
was instrumental in provid-
ing funding for and driving 
the research into develop-
ing the genetic testing for 
progressive retinal atrophy 
(PRA) and adult-onset neu-
ropathy (AON). It was only 
due to the tireless efforts of 
our health committee that 
tests were developed to help 
breeders prevent these con-
ditions from being passed 
on to future generations.

Currently, efforts into 
health research are focused 
on immune mediated 
hemolytic anemia (IMHA), 
Addison’s disease, and anal 
sac carcinoma. For more 
information on these and 
other health concerns, please 
refer to the HRO website 
under Health Home.

On the rescue front, we 
are very fortunate that our 

breed does not often end up 
in a rescue situation, but at 
times when there has been 
a need for a large or small 
rescue effort, our group of 
rescue and foster volun-
teers step up to ensure that 
English Cockers receive the 
care and attention that they 
need! The adoption appli-
cation can be found on the 
HRO website under Rescue 
Home. 

There is a lot of demand 
for adoptable English 
Cockers, so please be 
patient—there will probably 
be a wait. In the meantime, 
one can apply to be a foster 
home.

Finally, please consider 
a donation to the HRO so 
that this important work 
can continue. There are 
many ways to give, such as 
through the United Way, 
the Purina Parent Cub 
Partnership Program, or 
through direct donation on 
the website, where Health 
or Rescue can be speci-
fied. The HRO can also 
be included in estate plan-
ning. Please refer to Legacy 
Donation on the HRO web-

site for more information on 
how to do this.

—Beth Hendrick,
bhendrick@verizon.net
English Cocker Spaniel 

Club of America

English Springer  
Spaniels
JUST ONE BITE, PLEASE:
TEMPTING FINICKY, ELDERLY, 
AND SICK EATERS

Let’s explore ways to 
tempt the less-than- 

enthusiastic eater. Before we 
drag out all the smelly fish, 
delectable soups, and stinky 
sauces, it is important to try 
and determine why our dog 
has lost interest in food. A 
search on “Caring For Your 
Senior Dog” yields results 
citing many possible rea-
sons, including: 

You changed their food 
and they don’t like it; den-
tal problems causing pain; 
diabetes; cancer; kidney 
disease; Cushing’s disease; 
liver disease; heart failure; 
pancreatitis; recovering from 
surgery; dementia; UTI; 
nausea; pain; you’ve moved 
recently, and the dog isn’t 

mailto:bhendrick%40verizon.net?subject=
http://www.englishcocker.org
http://www.englishcocker.org


https://howpetcare.com/dog-behavior/elderly-dog-wont-eat-30704/.
https://howpetcare.com/dog-behavior/elderly-dog-wont-eat-30704/.
https://howpetcare.com/dog-behavior/elderly-dog-wont-eat-30704/.


https://clearconsciencepet.com/products/supergravy-bon-a-la-goat-dog-food-topper-gravy-broth-mix
https://clearconsciencepet.com/products/supergravy-bon-a-la-goat-dog-food-topper-gravy-broth-mix
https://clearconsciencepet.com/products/supergravy-bon-a-la-goat-dog-food-topper-gravy-broth-mix
https://clearconsciencepet.com/products/supergravy-bon-a-la-goat-dog-food-topper-gravy-broth-mix
https://www.chewy.com/pet-tao-beef-spleen-freeze-dried-dog/dp/233538
https://www.chewy.com/pet-tao-beef-spleen-freeze-dried-dog/dp/233538
https://www.chewy.com/pet-tao-beef-spleen-freeze-dried-dog/dp/233538
http://bigdogmom.com/bone-broth/
http://bigdogmom.com/bone-broth/


https://spoiledhounds.com/satin-balls-for-dogs/
https://spoiledhounds.com/satin-balls-for-dogs/
https://spoiledhounds.com/satin-balls-for-dogs/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063681811726
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063681811726
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063681811726
http://www.essfta.org
http://www.essfta.org




mailto:shannontrodgers%40gmail.com?subject=
http://fieldspanielsocietyofamerica.org/
http://fieldspanielsocietyofamerica.org/


mailto:ZiyadahReg%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.sussexspaniels.org
http://www.sussexspaniels.org




BREED COLUMNS

JULY 2024AKC GAZETTE 67

their own family life. 
Finally, having met all my 

puppy families and brought 
them to interact with the 
puppies at 6-8 weeks, I use 
that information to select 
the right puppy for each 
family, considering what I 
have observed to be each 
puppy’s activity level and 
personality.

Our responsibility as 
breeders is to set up each 
puppy and their new family 
for success. Activity level is 
just one aspect of that pro-
cess.

—Wendy Jordan,
wendy.jordan@capstrate-

giesgroup.com
Welsh Springer Spaniel 

Club of America

Spinoni Italiani

Lately I have been hear-
ing the words “Spinone 

Americano” to describe my 
breed.

A Spinone Italiano is a 
Spinone Italiano, whether 
in Italy or America. I am 
writing a multi-part article 
about the AKC Spinone 
breed standard vs. the Italian 

(ENCI) Spinone breed 
standard, using each as my 
guide as I compare the stan-
dards, body part by body 
part.

SPINONE ITALIANO VS 
SPINONE AMERICANO, PART 
TWO: NOSE, MUZZLE, JAWS, 
TEETH, AND EYES

Nose
Italian standard: Set in the 

prolongation of the nasal 
bridge, voluminous, spongy 
in appearance with a very 
thick and distinctly rounded 
upper edge. Pink flesh 
coloured in white subjects, 
a bit darker in the white and 
orange subjects and brown 
in the liver roan subjects. In 
profile, the nose protrudes 
over the forward vertical line 
of the lips. Nostrils are large 
and protruding.

American standard: Large, 
bulbous and spongy in 
appearance with rounded 
upper edge. Nostrils are 
large and well opened. In 
profile, the nose protrudes 
past the forward line of the 
lips. Pigment is a rosy flesh 
color in white and orange 
dogs, brown in brown and 

white or brown roan dogs; 
in solid white dogs it can 
range from flesh colored to 
brown.

Summary: Noses are the 
same.

Muzzle
Italian standard: Length 

is equal to length of skull; 
the depth, measured at mid 
length, reaches a third of 
the muzzle’s length. Profile 
is straight or slightly con-
vex (Roman nose). The 
lateral faces are parallel so 
that, seen from the front, 
the muzzle appears square 
shaped. The lower profile 
is defined by the upper lip; 
the lowest point is the labial 
commissure. Lips —The 
upper lips are rather fine 
and form an open angle 
below the nose; in the fore-
part they are rounded, then, 
covering the lower lips, they 
reach the labial commissure 
where they form a visible 
fold.

American standard: Stop 
is barely perceptible. Bridge 
of the muzzle is straight 
or slightly Roman. Square 
when viewed from the front. 

mailto:wendy.jordan%40capstrategiesgroup.com?subject=
mailto:wendy.jordan%40capstrategiesgroup.com?subject=
https://www.wssca.com/
https://www.wssca.com/
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The width of the nasal bridge 
measured at its midpoint is a 
third of its length. The upper 
lips are rather soft and are 
rounded in front. The lower 
profile of the muzzle is cre-
ated by the lower line of the 
upper lip.

Summary: The American 
standard addresses the length 
of the muzzle in the first sen-
tence of the head description. 
Otherwise, muzzle descrip-
tions are the same.

Jaws/Teeth
Italian standard: Powerful 

and normally developed, at 
mid length the branches of 
the lower jaw are very lightly 
curved. Dental arches well 
adapted and complete; scis-
sor or pincer bite.

American standard: Jaw 
is powerful; at mid-length, 
the sides of the mandible 
are very lightly curved. 
Teeth are positioned in 
a scissors or level bite. 
Disqualification—overshot 
or undershot bite.

Summary: Both stan-
dards are the same, with the 
American standard includ-
ing a disqualification.

Eyes
Italian standard: Large 

and set well apart. The eye 
is almost round; the lids 
closely fitting the eye that is 
neither protruding nor deep 
set; eyes are on an almost 
frontal plane. Iris is of an 
ochre colour, more or less 
dark according to the colour 
of the coat.

American standard: A 
soft, sweet expression is of 
paramount importance to 
the breed. It shall denote 
intelligence and gentleness. 
Ochre (a soft golden brown) 
in color, darker eyes with 
darker colored dogs, lighter 

eyes with lighter colored 
dogs. The eyes are large, 
almost round, well-opened 
and set well apart on the 
frontal plane. The lid fits 
the eye closely. The eye is 
neither protruding nor deep 
set. Eye rim is clearly vis-
ible and will vary in color 
from flesh colored to brown 
depending on the color of 
the dog. Loose eyelids must 
be faulted.

Summary: The American 
standard is more wordy, but 
both standards describe the 
eyes in the same way. 

Part Three of this compari-
son will appear in the October 

Spinone Italiano



BREED COLUMNS

JULY 2024AKC GAZETTE 69

2024 issue.
—Daina B. Hodges, 

breeding, exhibiting, and 
hunting Spinone since 2002

Spinone Club of America 

Vizslas
BEYOND DEFEAT: MASTERING 
THE ART OF LOSING 
GRACEFULLY 

Years of competing 
in equestrian sports, 

mainly three-day eventing, 
instilled in me a hunger for 
victory. Early wins during 
those formative years fueled 
my competitive spirit, but 
a single moment outside of 
Las Vegas became a turning 
point.

It was show jumping on 
the final day. A clean round 
meant the win was mine. 
As I cleared the last jump, 
exhilaration surged through 
me. However, the joy was 
short-lived. Back at the 
trailer, my parents delivered 
a surprising blow: I hadn’t 
gone through the finish 
flags. In my eagerness, I’d 
turned the wrong way, dis-
qualifying myself. 

The tantrum that followed 

is a memory etched in my 
mind. The worst part? My 
outburst wasn’t just wit-
nessed by my parents but 
potentially by competitors 
as well. 

That day was a harsh les-
son in sportsmanship and 
composure, and I had no 
one to blame but myself. I 
knew I needed to be better.

Fast-forward to the world 
of dog shows. Here, com-
petition is fierce enough to 
feed my competitive spirit 
(with fewer opportunities 
to break a bone). For 25 
years, I’ve honed my skills 
in the dog fancy, striving to 
win and lose with grace and 
humility.

One disappointing show 
in Ventura comes to mind. 
A group of us were feel-
ing the sting of defeat. But 
instead of wallowing in self-
pity, we invited the winner 
to join us in our RV, turning 
our “Losers Lounge” into 
a celebratory “Winner’s 
Circle.” 

I believe Sara finished her 
bitch that day. It’s a fond 
memory and a good lesson 
in finding the silver lining, 

adding a bit of humor, and 
flipping the script. 

According to Ron 
Gutman, author of Smile: 
The Astonishing Powers 
of a Simple Act, “British 
researchers found that one 
smile can generate the same 
level of brain stimulation as 
up to 2,000 bars of choco-
late.”  Yum … chocolate.

The truth is, even the 
best of us get outper-
formed sometimes. That’s 
where grace comes in. 
Take responsibility for your 
performance, but see the 
experience as a learning 
opportunity. Remember, 
success often rests on a 
foundation of failures. Each 
defeat is a stepping-stone 
on the path to improve-
ment.

It all boils down to matu-
rity. How you handle 
yourself throughout the 
entire competition, win or 
lose, reflects your char-
acter. As Michael Bassey 
Johnson writes in Night of a 
Thousand Thoughts, “Show 
gratitude when you win. Be 
hopeful when you lose. In 
everything, give thanks.” 

https://www.spinoneclubofamerica.com/
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So keep striving, keep 
learning, and always carry 
yourself with pride on your 
journey to become a better 
competitor.

A case in point is a recent 
Scent Work trial with my 
young dog and detec-
tive-in-training, Sisu. We’d 
aced a previous trial, and I 
envisioned replicating that 
success under a new judge. 
Two minutes into the com-
petition, a false alert led to a 
disappointing “No, sorry.” 

This setback forced some 
introspection. I hadn’t ade-
quately prepared Sisu for 
a specific scent (cypress). 
The same thing happened 
again under a different 
judge the following Sunday, 
proving I left a hole in 
Sisu’s training. 

Misery loves company. 
Several friends and training 
partners faced similar fates 
that day, and together, we 
tackled the challenge with 
renewed focus and yes, 
even some humor. There’s 
that smile again, reminding 
me of chocolate.  

Losing gracefully is an 
art form. Every loss, every 

misstep, is a chance to 
learn and improve. The 
next time you’re faced with 
a loss, acknowledge your 
emotions, stay composed, 
congratulate the winner, 
learn from the experience, 
focus on your effort, and 
most importantly, smile. At 
the end of the day, you’re 
going home with your best 

friend by your side.
“Champions realize that 

defeat—and learning from 
it even more than from 
winning—is part of the 
path to mastery.” (Rasheed 
Ogunlaru)

—Jamie Walton,
jamie@professionaldesign.

org
Vizsla Club of America 

Vizsla

mailto:jamie%40professionaldesign.org?subject=
mailto:jamie%40professionaldesign.org?subject=
http://www.vcaweb.org
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Alaskan Malamutes
THE CRATE-TOP SNEAK: 
ADVENTURES WITH HAIDA

When a show breeder’s 
life winds down to 

one adorable housedog, it’s 
sometimes hard to under-
stand how over 50 years 
in the sport I love, and the 
breed that is the center of 
my life, flash by in a blur. 
Suddenly, in ways I never 
expected, the outcome of 
what should have been a 
simple elective surgery last 
spring led to a series of 
medical crises that nearly 
took my life and led to 
almost a year of recovery.

But never fear, this col-
umn is not about me. It’s 
about deeply appreciating 
my lovely Haida, Owyhee 
Fireworks at Benchmark, 
bred by fellow AMCA 
member Gay Kuehnel-
Hisatake. And it’s about 
changing my highly struc-
tured life with several 
Malamutes, full of schedules 
and priorities, to a relaxed 
life with one dog, and a 
housedog at that!

When you have one dog, 
as many of you do, you 

focus on that one dog and 
enriching that one dog’s life 
in as many ways as you can. 
For Haida, almost 8 years 
old, this has meant tons of 

new toys, lounging on my 
bed and on the sofa, playing 
silly games together, and 
discovering her unique and 
slightly quirky personality. 

Haida approves of “her” new couch; the Crate-Top Sneak in action, 
browsing for toys and treats.
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She invents new diversions 
and athletic feats, like the 
Crate-Top Sneak: getting 
up on top of her crate and 
browsing through the toys 
and treats I keep there, 
grabbing her favorites and 
stretching out on my bed to 
enjoy them.

It also means that she’s 
discovered her second pup-
pyhood. No water bottle 
is safe from her stealthy 
grasp. And since her truly 
outstanding sense of smell 
can detect anything edible, I 
dare not turn my back for a 
moment when I’m working 
in the kitchen, and say good-
bye to any snack left on the 
coffee-table! She silently tip-
toes around my home—yes, 
an 80-pound Malamute can 
tiptoe—and snags the most 
amusing things, like a throw 
pillow with a lifelike 3-D 
Malamute puppy image. (I 
finally hid that one!)

Haida inspires me to 
chronicle her adventures 
with poetry and has been 
building her own fan club 
on my Facebook page, as 
so many wonderful friends 
have responded with enjoy-

ment and laughter. And 
most of all, she has brought 
me full circle to deeply 
appreciate the closeness 
and presence of one lovely 
housedog. 

I vow that I will make 
every day of the rest of her 
life perfect.

—Phyllis I. Hamilton,
benchmark1946@gmail.com
Alaskan Malamute Club 

of America

Bernese Mountain Dogs
DOGS IN ART AND LITERATURE

Throughout history dogs 
have been part of our 

lives. According to archeol-
ogists, many cultures have 
related to dogs in much the 
same way as we do today. 
Dogs have had many roles. 
Some of them were com-
panions, hunters, guardians, 
and a treasured part of the 
family. From the earliest 
cave paintings to today’s 
movies, there has been a lot 
recorded about dogs and 
their part in our lives. In 
The Odyssey, by Homer, 
Odysseus’s dog, Argos, rec-
ognizes Odysseus after a 

20-year absence. He has just 
enough strength to greet his 
master with a tail-wag. The 
account of Argos is the first 
of centuries of dog stories. 
As a voracious reader, I have 
read and reread the stories 
of loyalty and valor that 
molded my love and faith in 
dogs. Some of my childhood 
favorites were:

Beautiful Joe (Marshall 
Saunders, 1894) 

Lad, a Dog (Albert Payson 
Terhune, 1919) 

Silversheen, King of 
the Sled Dogs (Clarence 
Hawkes, 1924)

Sigmund Freud, the father 
of psychology, loved dogs. 
A delightful detail about 
Freud was his obsession 
with his Chow Chow, Jofi. 
He believed that dogs were 
able to read humans. He had 
Jofi present during some 
patient sessions. A current 
trainer, Kevin Behan, agrees. 
In Your Dog Is Your Mirror: 
The Emotional Capacity of 
Our Dogs, he writes that 
canine behavior is driven by 
our emotions that dogs read 
better than we read our-
selves. Freud would agree.

mailto:benchmark1946%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.alaskanmalamute.org
http://www.alaskanmalamute.org
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intrusion by strangers into 
his personal space.” It was 
like someone had spent a 
week with my dog and then 
documented her personality. 
Right then and there I knew 
at some point I would have a 
BRT in my life. Without my 
little “BeRTy,” I may never 
have found the BRT.

As a new puppy buyer, was 
it difficult finding the right 
breeder?

Yes and no. What was 
difficult was getting a clear 
understanding of what to 
look for, what made an eth-
ical and responsible breeder 
vs. not, and how to tell the 
difference/see through mis-
representations some people 
make. I had to make sure I 
didn’t unknowingly support 
someone contributing to 
the shelter dog population. I 
had never shopped for a dog 
before, only rescued, so I 
wasn’t sure where to start. 

The first thing I did was 
learn about what differen-
tiates ethical, responsible, 
preservation breeders from 
the rest. Luckily, I have a 
few family friends who have 

been in the purebred dog 
world and were able to give 
me some pointers of what to 
look for. I decided that my 
must-have list for a breeder 
included someone who does 
all appropriate health test-
ing, offers ongoing support 
for the life of the dog, is a 
member of the BRTCA/
involved with the breed out-
side of their own breeding 
program, and someone I felt 
I connected with. 

Once I had my list, I 
started the search for 
BRT breeders in New 
England. Guess what—there 
aren’t any! Using AKC 
Marketplace I expanded 
my search to all breeders in 
the U.S., prioritizing those 
who had the Breeder of 
Merit and Bred with Heart 
badges who were planning a 
litter within the next 12-18 
months. I was able to find 
several excellent breeding 
programs I would have been 
happy to get a puppy from. 

After much deliberation, I 
decided to put my name on 
the waiting list for a puppy, 
and six months later my boy 
Rurik/”Ru” was born.

Once you got your puppy and 
brought him home, what 
differences did you notice 
raising him as compared to 
other breeds you had in the 
past?

It was 2004 when I 
decided I would get a BRT 
one day, and 2022 when 
I finally did, so I had time 
to do my research on what 
to expect with my BRT 
puppy. I was still surprised 
how easily he adjusted and 
how chill of a puppy he was, 
which I attribute to the ENS 
experience that my breeder 
provided from day 1. Using 
the lessons I learned from 
my “mini-BRT,” Berty, I 
knew that consistent and 
ongoing training and social-
ization was going to be 
paramount to our success. 
Berty was not a dog you 
could force into submission 
to behave how you want, 
and Ru is the same. I feel 
that Ru responds to train-
ing coming from a place of 
trust, respect, and love. He 
listens to me because he 
trusts that what I am asking 
him to do is worth doing, 
and he doesn’t want to let 
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me down. If you subscribe 
to the old-school theory of 
the “alpha dog” training 
methods, this is probably 
not the breed for you. Along 
with finding and adjusting 
a training approach that 
works for Ru, I have also 
learned that short sessions 
are key—and I don’t mean 
10-15 minute short, I mean 
3-5 minutes, or he gets 
bored and it stops being fun 
for him and frustrating for 
me. He is incredibly smart—
sometimes smarter than 
you want! And that must be 
accounted for in his training 
plan as well. 

How are you handling the 
grooming needs of your Black 
Russian Terrier?

With a sense of humor! I 
am not a groomer, and the 
BRT takes a lot of work to 
keep in proper show coat. 
Initially I had planned to 
find a groomer to groom 
him for me. However, after 
not being able to find any-
one experienced in the show 
cut for the BRT, I ended up 
deciding to do it myself. I 
have obviously made some 

mistakes—for example, I 
dropped my clippers and 
took a chunk of fur off 
his side! Over the past 18 
months I can confidently 
say I have significantly 
improved thanks to count-
less hours of YouTube 
videos and long-distance 
guidance from my breed-
ers and some show dog 
groomer friends.

What challenges did you face 
as a first-time Black Russian 
Terrier owner?

There are a lot of miscon-
ceptions about the breed 
from those who know of 
them. Many people have a 
perspective of them being 
unstable, dangerous, and 
aggressive. Because of this 
I have had many people 
tell me Ru can’t do XYZ, 
or even more frustratingly, 
have warned me about my 
dog and letting him around 
my son. Of course, a well-
bred BRT with proper 
training and socialization 
should never be unsta-
ble or have unprovoked 
aggression. I take these 
opportunities to try and 

educate people and allow 
Ru to be an example of 
what a BRT’s temperament 
should be.

 
Did you find it overwhelming 
entering your first AKC confor-
mation show?

Well, I had no idea what 
I was doing, as I had never 
shown a dog before and 
had only ever even been 
to a couple shows as a 
spectator. I guess I didn’t 
know to be overwhelmed 
until I was waiting ringside 
to show—then my nerves 
kicked in. Of course, I didn’t 
do myself any favors with 
entering the Philadelphia 
Kennel Club show, AKA 
the National Dog Show, for 
our first show. We ended up 
making it around the ring in 
one piece and took Reserve 
Winners Dog. I was beside 
myself with excitement, and 
it was clear from the first 
step in that Ru loved it too. 
So, a month later we took a 
road trip down to Orlando 
to show in the Puppy and 
Junior stakes and the AKC 
National Championship 
show, where Ru won the 6-9 
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Boerboels with the desired 
temperament that meet our 
breed standard. For poten-
tial buyers, buying puppies 
from champion parents who 
have been health tested can 
help ensure sound, healthy 
puppies who will be good 
representatives of our breed.

 
Challenges 

From my perspective, the 
most compelling reason for 
getting in the show ring is 
that the Boerboel—which 
is a relative newcomer as 
an AKC-recognized breed 
in the U.S.—is confronting 
serious challenges. One is 
an unfortunate but seem-
ingly growing preference 
amongst some breeders and 
buyers for larger, Mastiff-
size Boerboels. Often this 
excessive size is accompa-
nied by drooping jowls and 
excessive skin around the 
head and neck, which, as the 
Boerboel is a “head breed,” 
are entirely undesirable 
characteristics. Conversely, 
there are currently alleged 
“Boerboels” being produced 
that are undersized, weedy, 
“ridgeback-type” dogs pro-

moted as correct types. In 
my view, both are equally 
damaging to our breed! 

Another challenge is the 
burgeoning popularity 
of off-standard coat col-
ors in many established 
breeds. In our case, it is 
currently the color black, 
a product of crossing with 
breeds carrying the K 
locus gene, such as Labs. 
Even a cursory inter-
net search will reveal a 
depressingly substantial 
number of sites advertis-
ing black Boerboels. Last 
August, a black Boerboel 
was mistakenly awarded a 
Best of Breed at an AKC 
show. Unfortunately, con-
tributing to this growing 
issue, SABBS (the South 
African Boerboel Breeders 
Society, authorized by the 
SA Animal Improvement 
Act, No. 62 of 1998 (AIA) 
to register Boerboels) 
recently again recognized 
black as an approved 
coat color after a great 
deal of internal strife. To 
be emphatically clear, 
the American Boerboel 
Club—the parent club 

for the Boerboel in the 
U.S.—and the AKC do not 
recognize black!

These are the compel-
ling reasons why it is more 
important than ever for 
owners, and particularly 
breeders of Boerboels to 
show their dogs. It is in the 
show ring that our Boerboel 
can gain badly needed pub-
lic visibility showcasing our 
breed.

Getting started in showing 
certainly can be stressful, 
and there is a great deal 
that needs to be learned 
about how shows operate 
and ringcraft: how to locate 
and apply to an AKC show; 
what you do when you 
arrive—how to find your 
ring and get your number; 
how the system of progres-
sion works if you actually 
win your classes; how to best 
show your puppy or dog; 
how to hold the lead; how to 
stack, show the bite, use bait 
and how to take your dog 
through the expected pat-
terns. (I plan to cover many 
of these in my next article.) 
It can be nerve-wracking 
and potentially embarrass-
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top AKC donors.
On Wednesday and 

Thursday, all regular 
classes (including the 4–6 
Months class) and Veterans 
were judged. Afternoon 
events included Board 
meetings and the Boxer U 

education seminar. The eve-
nings included the annual 
American Boxer Club 
membership meeting and 
the American Boxer Club 
annual dinner and awards 
banquet.

On Friday morning the 

junior exhibitors began the 
day’s competitions, and 
shortly thereafter a ring 
full of champions entered 
the ring to compete for the 
American Boxer Club Best 
of Breed 2024.

Exuberant and 
exhausted—another ABC 
national left more memories 
of a lifetime for any Boxer 
lover.

—Virginia Shames,
arribatali@aol.com
American Boxer Club 

Bullmastiffs
FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS

Over the years, hundreds 
of Bullmastiff people 

from around the world have 
been part of this ongoing 
conversation. So long as we 
keep learning and teaching, 
we have the opportunity to 
educate potential fanciers, 
support new owners, and 
remind veteran Bullmastiff 
lovers of the breadth and 
value of our shared knowl-
edge, so that we don’t forget 
why we own Bullmastiffs. 
We’re all in this together.

A few shots from the American Boxer Club’s national-specialty week, 
held in Indianapolis in May.

mailto:arribatali%40aol.com?subject=
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Where and when did you see 
your first Bullmastiffs?

Most people met their 
first Bullmastiffs at the 
homes of family mem-
bers or at friends’ houses, 
with some saying their 
first encounters were at 
veterinary offices and a 
few people noting that 
they were doing breed 
research at dog shows 
or were showing other 
breeds when they first 
saw Bullmastiffs. Some 
folks noted that they vis-
ited breeders before first 
meeting any Bullmastiffs 
face-to-muzzle.

What were your first  
impressions?

Almost everyone used 
the word head in relating 
their first impressions. The 
sizes of the headpieces 
were what most found 
surprising or, if not sur-
prising, at least noteworthy. 
Bullmastiffs are consid-
ered a head breed, after 
all. Some people noted the 
overall size and muscle 
tone of the breed and oth-
ers did notice drool. 

Bullmastiffs have 
a close bond with 
their people.
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consider their dogs intelli-
gent and dependable. It was 
interesting that so many 
fanciers felt the need to 
defend their breed’s brain-
power. People did not want 
the breed’s innate stub-
bornness to be perceived 
as a lack of mental acuity. 
The word “discerning” 
was used several times by 
Bullmastiff owners, espe-
cially in instances when 
those talking about their 
dogs related incidents when 
Bullmastiffs stepped up 
and protected their own-
ers and their families. The 
overall sense on the part of 
Bullmastiff people is that 
the breed is brave and loyal, 
always aware of surround-
ings, and ready to protect. 
Bullmastiffs are considered 
by their owners to be natu-
ral guardians.

What is the biggest challenge  
that presents in living 
with and working with 
Bullmastiffs?

Without exception, 
respondents used the term 
“stubborn” to describe 
their Bullmastiffs. Other 

descriptors such as “bull 
headed” and “selec-
tively deaf” were used to 
explain the ways in which 
Bullmastiffs assert them-
selves. Bullmastiffs are 
large dogs, and they can be 
the proverbial bulls in the 
china shop when they are 
excited, especially indoors. 
Owners stressed that con-
sistent exercise is a must, 
as is continual training.

What activities do you enjoy 
with your Bullmastiffs?

Most fanciers talked 
about showing in confor-
mation, but many spoke 
passionately about per-
formance events such as 
agility, obedience, rally, and 
tracking. It was interesting 
to talk with people trying 
activities like Fast CAT, lure 
coursing, and scent work, 
even Barn Hunt with their 
Bullmastiffs. It was hearten-
ing that most fanciers think 
their Bullmastiffs can do 
it all. Bullmastiffs, to hear 
their owners tell it, enjoy 
boating, camping, hiking, 
and trail riding with their 
people, so long as climate 

and weather conditions are 
considered. Bullmastiffs 
are not generally tolerant of 
extreme temperatures.

If you have more than one 
Bullmastiff, do you rec-
ommend having multiple 
Bullmastiffs?

Many people related the 
ways in which older dogs 
help to train puppies and 
the manners in which two 
or more dogs work and 
play together. This question 
also occasioned a number 
of discussions regarding 
the territorial instincts of 
the breed and the potential 
for dog aggression, espe-
cially with two Bullmastiffs 
of the same gender. Some 
Bullmastiffs are more tol-
erant of other dogs, even 
those of the same sex, 
than others. This can vary 
dog to dog, even among 
those in the same litter. 
Some owners felt that 
early introductions and 
careful training led to bet-
ter odds for harmony in 
a group of Bullmastiffs. 
Some breeders recommend 
against two males or two 
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females together, while 
others are less stringent in 
their rules about placing 
dogs and puppies. While 
most people appreciate 
the protective behavior of 
the breed, a few expressed 
worries about taking 
Bullmastiffs to parks and 
in neighborhoods where 
there are sometimes loose 
dogs that might invade the 
Bullmastiff’s space and 
lead to problems.

  
What advice would you offer 
to anyone considering a 
Bullmastiff?

Almost everyone 
responded in proprietary 
and protective ways, cau-
tioning that Bullmastiffs 
require extensive socializa-
tion and serious training 
because of their indepen-
dent nature and strong 
physique. It was stressed 
again and again that the 
breed is not for everyone, 
not for those who just want 
a couch potato or a daunt-
ing presence for protection. 
While there are exceptions, 
most Bullmastiff lovers 
felt that the majority of 

Bullmastiffs need dedicated 
owners who understand 
the breed as working dogs 
with prodigious strength 
and the need for a job and 
will undertake the required 
training and socialization, 
starting in puppyhood.

What is your opinion on the 
future of the Bullmastiff?

Most people are hopeful, 
believing that the breed 
is in good hands moving 
forward. Many people 
expressed concern about 
breed bans, specifically 
as they concern and are 
applied to “bull” breeds, 
and about licensing rules 
and limiting numbers. 
Some fanciers noted issues 
with physical and mental 
health, especially can-
cers and cardiac issues 
and including tempera-
ment issues with dogs too 
aggressive around strange 
animals and people.

Thanks to all who have 
talked Bullmastiffs with us.

—Lindy Whyte,
Tryumphe@comcast.net
American Bullmastiff 

Association

Chinooks
CHINOOKS SHINE AT 
WESTMINSTER: RARER THAN 
UNICORNS

The Westminster Kennel 
Club Dog Show is 

renowned for showcasing 
the finest breeds and the 
most exceptional canines. 
Amidst the pomp and 
pedigree, an extraordinary 
occurrence unfolded: five 
Chinooks, one of the rarest 
dog breeds in the world, 
made their grand appear-
ance. These magnificent 
dogs, often said to be “rarer 
than unicorns,” added a 
unique charm to this year’s 
event.

A Brief History of the Chinook
Chinooks are known for 

their strength, endurance, 
and gentle disposition, 
making them exceptional 
working dogs and loyal 
companions. The Chinook 
breed, derived from a single 
ancestor, originated in the 
early 20th century in New 
Hampshire. Chinook was 
born on Arthur Treadwell 
Walden’s Wonalancet, 
New Hampshire, farm in 

mailto:Tryumphe%40comcast.net?subject=
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Chinooks at Westminster: Best of 
Breed winner Coulee, Ch. Desert 
Sol Cole Illahee, CGC, with owner- 
handler Ashlee Bryan--sign-in at 
the group, gaiting in group, BB win 
shot; the five Chinooks at WKC 
and their people in front of the 
venue (Pam Loeb photo); Nahla, 
Select Bitch; Perry, Select Dog; 
all the Chinook exhibitors proudly 
wore the same unicorn pin repre-
senting the breed’s rarity.
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breeding. 
Breeding is not about 

making a profit, breeding 
is about a passion for the 
breed, for the sport. The 
goal should be preserving 
the breed’s foundation 
and purpose, and with 
each successive genera-
tion, improving health and 
soundness. 

Without “raising” new 
breeders, mentoring them 
and fostering a new gen-
eration that will become 
handlers and judges, the 
sport will wane. Decades 
ago there were many peo-
ple willing to take a newbie 

under their wing and share 
the knowledge of the breed 
that got them hooked “in 
dogs.”

Our lives are so busy 
today, many do not seem 
to be taking the time to 
talk to the owner-handler 
showing their dog for the 
first time, to be available to 
answer a question or offer 
advice when approached 
by someone we do not 
know. We need to remem-
ber what it was like when 
we first ventured into this 
world and were welcomed 
by that person or persons 
willing to talk, educate, and 
console. We need to figure 
out how to recruit, engage, 
and enrich a new crop to 
go forward: To sustain and 
grow the sport of dogs.

The answer to “Where 
to now?” must come from 
those experienced in all 
phases of the sport. It is our 
responsibility to look ahead 
and help provide a map for 
the future.

–Leslie Hall,
pajant@aol.com
Doberman Pinscher Club 

of America

Dogues de Bordeaux
KEY ASPECTS OF THE DOGUE 
DE BORDEAUX’S HEAD

The Dogue de Bordeaux 
is often called a “head 

breed” by people in the dog 
fancy. When adequately 
proportioned and con-
formed to the AKC breed 
standard, the head features, 
and attributes leave a lasting 
impression of the prom-
inence of the Dogue de 
Bordeaux’s head as part of 
its phenotype. The proverb 
“the whole is greater than 
the sum of its parts” aptly 
describes a correctly con-
forming headpiece.

However, when the words 
“head breed” reference the 
Dogue de Bordeaux, it must 
be emphasized that it is not 
just the size of the skull that 
is important but also many 
other features readily appar-
ent and others quite intricate 
that constitute a correctly 
proportioned head. 

For example, the Dogue 
de Bordeaux’s head is trape-
zoid-shaped. In geometrical 
terms, a trapezoid is a quad-
rilateral with four sides, two 
being in parallel planes, as 

Doberman Pinscher, July 1945
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scent work, Barn Hunt, dock 
diving, herding, FIT dog 
and CGC, shed dog com-
petitions, and many, many 
others. There are titles you 
can earn at home, or by 
video, if you’re not inter-
ested in shows or trials. You 
can hike with your dog and 
be recognized for the cumu-
lative distances you travel. 
If you think that someday 
you might be interested in 
contributing to the future 
of your chosen breed by 
becoming a breeder, there’s 
a wealth of resources and 
mentors available.

Sometimes progress, 

placings, and awards 
come easily. Sometimes 
they don’t. Sometimes a 
planned-for breeding is 
everything you hoped for, 
and sometimes there’s 
nothing to show for it but 
expenses and heartache. We 
expect there to be disap-
pointment and we hope and 
work for success. But if we 
only work for the highs, we 
often can’t appreciate the 
quiet moments, the learning 
moments, the unexpected 
pleasures in between. 

Some breeds are partic-
ularly suited to particular 
sports. And some people 

choose their companion 
dogs for that reason. Some 
choose a breed because it 
has specific traits we want to 
live with or work with, and 
we take their sporting abili-
ties as they come. 

I choose German 
Pinschers because I want 
a shorthaired, indepen-
dent-thinking dog who I can 
pick up if I have to. I want a 
dog who’s generally healthy. 
I hope for a dog who can 
do tracking and agility and 
obedience, and certainly 
there are German Pinschers 
who have performed well in 
all those sports. Excellence 
in the obedience ring is not 
why I choose the German 
Pinscher—but it doesn’t 
mean that a German 
Pinscher can’t excel.

Maybe together we’ll be 
brilliant. More than likely 
we’ll work really hard and 
discover that some things 
we’ll love and some things 
we’ll do for fun, and some 
things, just maybe, aren’t 
for us. Sometimes I’ll be 
thrilled, and sometimes I’ll 
be frustrated, and every 
time I’ll try to remember, 

German Pinscher
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like Caitlin Clark, to find 
peace in the process.

—Deb Coates, 
charmingbillie@gmail.com
German Pinscher Club of 

America

Great Danes
WHERE DO I FIND A PUPPY?

Many families have 
some difficulty in 

deciding on what breed of 
puppy would be best for 
them. This article offers 
appropriate suggestions as 
to how to go about that pro-
cess for any breed, including 
the Great Dane.

The AKC offers a few 
events known as Meet the 
Breeds. These are held in 
different areas of the coun-
try, and a schedule can be 
found on the AKC website 
(akc.org). At these events 
prospective puppy owners 
can actually interact with 
breeds which are on their 
short list. Of equal impor-
tance is that they can speak 
to breeders who are there 
with their dogs. Neither a 
family nor a breeder wants 
to have a “bad fit.” Nobody 

wants to see a family pur-
chase a puppy and later 
decide it’s not the right 
breed for them. I have seen 
many families come to these 
events with very small chil-
dren and they seem to be 
interested in a toy breed. 
The toy breeds are primarily 
companion dogs and make 
great pets. A household with 
small children may not be 
a great environment for a 
small breed, however. There 
is a strong possibility that a 
child could do something to 
harm a small dog, such as 
hitting the puppy over the 
head with some object. With 
a larger breed one might 
hear a yelp, while with a toy 
breed the puppy could eas-
ily be seriously hurt or even 
killed. If you can get to a 
Meet the Breeds event, you 
owe it to yourself and your 
family to do so.

I would strongly urge 
anyone to find a qualified 
breeder from which to pur-
chase their puppy. If you see 
an advertisement of pup-
pies for sale for what seems 
a very inexpensive price, 
please ignore it. You know 

what they say about things 
that sound too good to be 
true.

Let’s say that you are inter-
ested in a Great Dane. Go 
to the website of the breed’s 
parent club, the Great Dane 
Club of America (http://www.
gdca.org), and you will find 
breeder-referral information. 
The same is true for almost 
any breed. If you get to go 
see a litter of puppies you 
will probably find out that 
it is you who will have to 
sell yourself to the breeder, 
rather than the other way 

Great Dane Ch. Duchess of Zel-
Thor, September 1948
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around. True breeders are 
usually selective about who 
purchases their puppies; irre-
sponsible breeders couldn’t 
care less. A good breeder will 
also want to hear from you 
as to how your puppy is pro-
gressing. 

To encapsulate: Find the 
breed you wish to purchase 
by doing your homework, 
find a qualified breeder—
and, oh, yes, enjoy the new 
member of your family.

—Bill Stebbins,
cherdane2comcast.net
Great Dane Club of 

America

Great Pyrenees

Our guest author is 
Lana Kaiser, MD, 

DVM, Professor Emeritus, 
Michigan State University.

THE GREAT PRETENDER: 
ADDISON’S DISEASE IN GREAT 
PYRENEES PART ONE

My first Great Pyrenees 
came from Mary Crane 
of Basquaerie Kennels. 
He arrived by train from 
Massachusetts to Buffalo, 
New York. Since that time I 

have always had Pyrenees. I 
am a veterinarian, raise reg-
istered cattle, and consider 
myself a lifelong student of 
cattle and canine behavior 
and welfare.

In November of 2018 
my female Pyrenees (1½ 
years old at the time) had 
a “weird episode” that 
included neurological signs. 
As a veterinarian I knew 
that Pyrenees are overrep-
resented in breeds with 
Addison’s disease, and 
that presenting signs can 
be neurological. I diag-
nosed her with Addison’s 
using the ACTH (adreno-
corticotrophic hormone) 
stimulation test. This test 
measures hormones (cor-
tisol and aldosterone) from 
the adrenal gland before and 
after the gland is stimulated 
with ACTH. 

For my dog both corti-
sol and aldosterone were 
unmeasurable, and nei-
ther responded to ACTH. 
My dog had absolutely 
no reserve, no ability to 
respond to stress, and no 
ability to regulate her elec-
trolytes. In many other 

hands she would have died. 
She and I were lucky—I had 
the knowledge and skill to 
diagnose and treat her, and 
she responded beautifully to 
treatment. She was 7 at the 
end of March.

Because I am who I am, I 
tested my other Pyrenees, 
a sibling who was totally 
asymptomatic, had normal 
electrolytes, and had no clin-
ical indication of Addison’s 
disease. Both cortisol and 
aldosterone were unmea-
surable and did not change 
with ACTH. Again, this 
dog could have died of an 
Addisonian crisis had I not 
diagnosed him. My third 
Pyrenees was normal to the 
ACTH stimulation test and 
did not have Addison’s.

To understand Addison’s 
disease, you need to 
understand the hypotha-
lamic-pituitary-adrenal 
axis (HPA axis). The HPA 
axis is the main stress sys-
tem in mammals—it is the 
neuroendocrine system 
that connects perception 
of stress with the animal’s 
response to stress. In 
response to a stress, the 

mailto:cherdane2comcast.net?subject=
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hypothalamus releases a 
hormone (corticotropin 
releasing factor, CRF) that 
travels to the pituitary gland, 
resulting in the release of 
ACTH. ACTH travels to 
the adrenal glands and cor-
tisol is released. In addition, 
the adrenal glands release 
aldosterone in response 
to ACTH. Aldosterone is 
responsible for maintaining 
normal serum electrolyte 
concentrations. 

So, what happens with 
Addison’s disease? The 
adrenal glands don’t just 

turn off one day but rather 
gradually decrease their 
ability to manufacture and 
release cortisol and aldo-
sterone. So, in response to 
a stress the dog might not 
“bounce back” as expected, 
or might go into a “full 
blown crisis”—an acute col-
lapse, where the life of the 
dog is at risk. An Addisonian 
crisis is a medical emergency, 
and treatment will involve 
steroids, intravenous fluids, 
and a variety of medications 
to increase blood pressure, 
normalize heart rate and 

rhythm, and return serum 
electrolytes to normal.

But what of dogs with 
Addison’s disease who are 
not in a crisis—what do 
they look like? Addison’s 
disease is called the “great 
pretender” because it lit-
erally can look like almost 
any other disease; they can 
actually look like anything, 
including “normal.” Signs 
commonly associated with 
Addison’s disease include 
lethargy, weight loss, nausea, 
anorexia, vomiting, diarrhea, 
bloody diarrhea, collapse, 
and low blood sugar. Some 
dogs have neurological 
signs. 

Addison’s is an uncom-
mon disease in dogs, with 
a prevalence of between 
0.06% and 0.28%. However, 
in a study from Montreal, 
the prevalence of Addison’s 
disease in Pyrenees was the 
highest of all dog breeds 
studied (9.73%). Pyrenees 
are now listed—along with 
standard Poodles, West 
Highland White Terriers, 
Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 
Retrievers, Portuguese 
Water Dogs, and Bearded 

Dr. Lana Kaiser 
with her Great Pyr-
enees backpacking 
in Alberta, Canada.
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that happened, or if there 
were any here then. The 
breed grew to its most pop-
ular here in the 1970s and 
‘80s. It is very rare now. 

What are our special chal-
lenges due to this ranking? 
Most evident for those of us 
who show our Koms is the 
lack of championship points 
and majors. In the past few 
years we have barely had a 
major at our national spe-
cialty (in 2024, only one day 

of the weekend; in 2023, 
three of four days; and in 
2022, not at all). Luckily 
the new AKC rule granting 
championship points for all 
levels of group placements 
helps, but it is hard to get 
a group placement, espe-
cially on a young Komondor 
without a mature coat. 
Our standard clearly states 
that “the length of the 
Komondor’s coat is a func-
tion of age, and a younger 

dog must never be penalized 
for having a shorter coat”—
but to date I only know of 
one class Komondor who 
has benefited from the new 
rule. 

When we have a 
Komondor in coat we are 
very conspicuous. Hurrying 
to an appointment and 
tired of the same questions, 
a prominent Komondor 
exhibitor answered the 
“What is that?” question 
with a curt reply. The ques-
tioner replied, “You know 
you can’t go out in public 
with a dog looking like that 
and not expect to answer 
questions!” She was correct. 

We hope our dog show 
experiences are more 
informed, but the burden 
for that rests on our national 
club to make information 
available. Our participation 
by club members in meet-
the-breed events has been 
great, and that is a great 
outreach. The Komondor 
Club of America is available 
for conformation judges’ ed 
events and personal men-
toring. Sometimes we can’t 
produce enough dogs for 

A 3-year-old Komondor gets a major with a Group 4 under the new AKC 
rule.
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a hands-on, but that is the 
nature of being very rare. 
The Komondor Illustrated 
Standard is available for 
download on our club’s 
website. Good information 
is available. 

Even so, many judges can’t 
resist placing classes by coat 
length or height order. Good 
judging cannot be done with 
a ruler. Under their unusual 
coat, the best Komondor is 
the best one, not the biggest 
or oldest. 

The most important 
phrase in our standard 
is: “While large size is 
important, type, character, 
symmetry, movement and 
ruggedness are of the great-
est importance and are on 
no account to be sacrificed 
for size alone.” 

Still, rarity gives judges lit-
tle practice on our breed, so 
judging quality varies.  

One day in Novice obedi-
ence, my well-behaved girl 
lost a bunch of single points 
on the heeling because her 
foot-long coat was brush-
ing my leg on the turns. I 
asked the judge about it and 
suggested that if she had 

been far enough away to 
not touch my leg with her 
coat, she would have lost 
points for distance from 
me. The judge told me that 
if I wanted a high score, I 
should “get a Golden.” I 
made a mental note of her 
name. 

As Komondor owners we 
have a duty to breed, to edu-
cate about our breed, and to 
expose the dogs to the pub-
lic in a positive way. Having 
good national-specialty 
events really helps. Meet the 
Breeds, judges’ education, 
and answering public ques-
tions are also good ways to 
do this. 

—Eric Liebes,
ericliebes@earthlink.net
Komondor Club of 

America

Leonbergers 
THE ILLUSTRATED TROT, PART 
1: THE SIDE VIEW

Have you ever wondered 
what is being evalu-

ated when a Leonberger is 
gaited in the ring? Especially 
in a coated breed such as 
the Leonberger, the trot (or 

gait) will help reveal the 
way the bones and mus-
culature all work together 
to propel the dog forward, 
in a way that is not read-
ily visible when the dog 
is standing still. This arti-
cle is simply a brief field 
guide for understanding 
what the ideal Leonberger 
trot looks like from the 
side.

Understanding that no 
one dog is “perfect,” move-
ment is key in evaluating 
the functional structure of 
the Leonberger. In the ring 
the judge must evaluate 
the dog’s gait while it is in 
motion and does not have 
the benefit of still-frame 
photography included in 
this article. The photos 
in this article may show a 
slight variation from dog to 
dog, but all are examples 
of correct Leonberger gait 
when viewed from the side.

The Leonberger may be 
a large breed, but the gait 
when viewed from the side 
should not be exaggerated. 
It should be efficient with-
out being extreme. 

The AKC standard for the 
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they’re meeting new people 
and getting used to being 
useful. It’s a short step from 
there to jumping in with 
both feet. It’s our job to help 
them get comfortable.

Volunteering isn’t only 
for the benefit of the club. 
By assisting other people 
in your breed, you can gain 
valuable insight into both 
the people who are also par-
ticipating, as well as the dogs 
themselves. People love their 
dogs. They love to talk about 
their dogs. If you are active 
in accomplishing a com-
mon goal, many times you 
can get to know people that 
you might not have had the 
opportunity to, otherwise. 
It’s how we build a sense of 
community. 

Dog hobbies are com-
petitive by nature. When 
you add in competition, 
fair play and sportsman-
ship become critical. No 
matter how nice your dogs 
are, they need competi-
tors to amass those points 
they’re chasing. If other 
competitors don’t enjoy the 
experience, they won’t keep 
paying to play. It’s really 

that simple, and I’m always 
a little shocked that fact is 
so frequently forgotten.

If you genuinely love your 
breed and want to make a 
difference, you don’t neces-
sarily need to volunteer for 
the breed club specifically. 
The AKC has some amaz-
ing tutorials for becoming 
a ring steward, as well as 
programs for both training 
and exercise courses you 
can do online. Every dog 
sport that your breed can 
participate in desperately 
needs help with putting on 
competitions. Sweat equity 
can purchase a pretty large 
amount of goodwill.

Mastiffs can be a chal-
lenging breed to begin with, 
both due to size and breed 
specifics, but they are so 
rewarding to own. I remind 
myself that all these people 
at breed functions are in 
love with dogs just as chal-
lenging and rewarding as 
my own. Then I invite them 
all to come out for tacos and 
margaritas and talk about 
their dogs. It works most 
of the time. As long as you 
remember that everyone 

there takes home the very 
best dog every night, dog 
sports can be such a reward-
ing way to spend time with 
your lifetime companions.

—Barbie Fiorentino, 
MCOA Treasurer

ancistrus@gmail.com
Mastiff Club of America 

Neapolitan Mastiffs
TWENTY YEARS

The Neapolitan Mastiff 
was moved to the 

Working Group on July 1, 
2004—making this month 
the 20th anniversary of the 
breed’s full AKC recognition. 

I can remember those days 
and the heady experience 
of leaving the “rare breed” 
world and officially entering 
the intimidating universe of 
internationally recognized 
purebred.

Twenty years ago we left 
the world of few conforma-
tion shows (in most parts 
of the country perhaps 
one or two shows a year) 
and joined the AKC world, 
where there is a show nearly 
every weekend within 200 
miles. 

mailto:ancistrus%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.mastiff.org/
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anyone can declare them-
selves to be a parent club, 
with each one having its own 
standard, its own informa-
tion, its own “slant.” People 
with any gripe simply declare 
that they are “a new club to 
protect the breed,” and bingo, 
bango, bongo ... instantly 
you’re a parent club, because 
you say so! 

Imagine to yourself, how 
can a breed succeed, how 
unified can breeders be, how 
consistent to type would 
dogs across the country 
be; how can you ensure 
new buyers get appropriate 
information if your breed 
had to exist under the fol-
lowing conditions:

No central registry
No single standard 
Infrequent shows
Many competing parent 

clubs instead of one acknowl-
edged parent club

Grossly disparate informa-
tion produced by competing 
clubs

No central source to start an 
information search

I think we could define the 
survival of a breed as being 
able to consistently produce 

dogs which are true to stan-
dard; that is, clearly sound 
and correct physically and 
temperamentally. AKC rec-
ognition is a requirement for 
breed survival! 

The AKC is not just the 
largest kennel club in the 
world, it is the only kennel 
club in the U.S. to have 
international recognition of 
its paperwork and to have 
FCI reciprocity of judging 
approval for its judges. The 
AKC is recognizably the 
most powerful and influen-
tial kennel club in the world.  

And it is most important to 
realize the result: In the eyes 
of the American public, the 
AKC defines “purebred dog.”

Twenty years ago, the 
American-bred Neapolitan 
Mastiff officially became a 
purebred dog. 

Twenty years ago, we left 
the little pond and entered 
the AKC ocean. And what 
a wonderful opportunity, 
wonderful challenge, and 
interesting spectacle it has 
been. 

Now on to the consider-
able challenges of the next 
twenty years!

—Margaret R. (Peggy) 
Wolfe, 

Margaret.peggy.wolfe@
gmail.com

United States Neapolitan 
Mastiff Club

Newfoundlands
LIVING LEGENDS AND BREED 
LONGEVITY

The breed’s recent 
national specialty in 

Duluth was truly special: 
Many travelers saw spec-
tacular Northern Lights 
enroute to the show; the 
dogs were stunning and 
accomplished; the water-
front venue and hotel were 
great; the banquet at the 
aquarium was fun and 
fish-filled; and Suzanne 
Clothier’s upbeat presenta-
tion on puppy socialization 
was fantastic (see details in a 
future column). 

Another highlight was the 
Living Legends Parade, 
honoring Newfoundlands 
aged 10 years or older. Each 
dog received a medal, a 
book with stories and pic-
tures of fellow Legends, and 
a poster of the 78 dogs who 

mailto:Margaret.peggy.wolfe%40gmail.com?subject=
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venues. Along with this 
has come recognition and 
demand for Portuguese 
Water Dog puppies by 
the American public. But 
the PWD is not a dog for 
someone who needs a foot 
warmer. They are a strong 
working breed that love 
being challenged, and if you 
don’t take the time to train 
them, they will train you.

So… you are lucky enough 
to have found a PWD 
breeder via the Portuguese 

Water Dog Club of America 
website (PWDCA.org) and 
have patiently waited at least 
eight weeks for a puppy. 
And now that momen-
tous day is getting closer. 
You have purchased all the 
required items for care of 
that dog, as well as the dog 
food recommended by your 
breeder. You are confident 
in the health of that dog, as 
your PWDCA breeder has 
completed all the club rec-
ommended health testing, 

owns the bitch, and is well 
versed in the history of her 
and the stud dog’s pedigrees.

Home comes the 
10-pound bundle of joy. 
Those dark eyes stare into 
yours, looking into your 
soul, and out comes that tiny 
tongue for that first kiss. You 
are in love. 

Days 2, 3 and 4 are still 
the honeymoon phase; 
everything is so perfect. 

Your guard gets dropped.  
What can this little angel 
possibly do wrong? He even 
knows how to sit for a treat. 

On Day 5, the land shark 
swims ashore. That bundle 
of joy nips at your ankles, 
steals the toilet paper and 
braids it through the house, 
pees on your brand-new 
rug, spills the water bucket, 
and pulls your internet 
connection out of the wall. 
You place the puppy in the 
crate, hoping for a time out 
to catch your breath, and he 
starts wailing like a banshee. 
You start to second-guess 
your decision.

Stop. PWDs are not pro-
grammed toys that work the 
minute you pull them out 

When you have a close relationship with your Portuguese Water Dog, 
“you’ll have a friend who will always do anything for you.” (Pictured: 
Ohana, Ruff-Wave’s Lightning White Hair)
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of a box. They are intelli-
gent, challenging, devious, 
extremely clever, and very 
food motivated. Everything 
that puppy gets—treats, 
pets, kisses—must be 
earned. Meals are earned. 
You must start imprinting 
that puppy the minute it 
comes home. Everything is 
a teachable moment. The 
minute you teach them to sit 
and give them a treat, you 
have created an imprintable 
event. 

They will challenge you 
to see how much they can 
get away with, but you 
must hold to your criteria. 
The effort you put into 
your puppy will pay off in 
leaps and bounds as they 
mature into an adult dog. 
You should be training 
your dog—and if you need 
assistance, hire a trainer to 
train you. Socializing them 
in a dog class environment 
or bringing them to Lowe’s 
or on a leashed walk in a 
quiet neighborhood will help 
bond them to you and create 
a confident puppy. 

As they continue to 
mature, you can introduce 

them to conformation 
puppy classes and events, 
and eventually other venues. 
If you have access to tran-
quil water or a pool, slowly 
and calmly introduce them 
to the water, and make it 
fun. Having a life vest for 
them will help with buoy-
ancy and calm any fears 
they have. 

PWDs are very versatile 
dogs. A PWD was involved 
in search and rescue at 
the 9/11 site; others are 
lifeguards in Italy, even 
jumping out of helicopters 
to save people in distress 
in the water. Not everyone 
will train for search and res-
cue or lifeguard work, but 
for any effort that you put 
in, you will reap rewards in 
leaps and bounds. 

PWDs will love their fam-
ily unconditionally. They 
are clingy dogs, so if you are 
not ready for a best buddy 
who will follow you like a 
shadow, a PWD is not for 
you.

They persevere. Abbey, 
one of my dogs, was recently 
diagnosed with lymphoma. 
My husband who had 

been training in agility with 
her for two years had just 
started to compete with her. 
They had been to five com-
petitions. On a Sunday, she 
double Q’d in agility and 
earned her Novice Jumpers 
title and her second Q 
toward her Standard title. As 
she exited the ring from the 
second Q, she jumped up 
on him and gave him a big 
kiss. That Wednesday, Abbey 
died. 

As a PWD owner you 
should have an intimate 
relationship with your dog 
simply because if you do, 
you will have a friend who 
will always do anything for 
you.

—Angela Kalmanash,
ackalmanash@ru�wave.

com
Portuguese Water Dog 

Club of America

Rottweilers 
EVERYONE WANTS A DOG WITH 
GOOD MANNERS

People often comment on 
how they would like to 

have one of my dogs. I used 
to think it was a compliment 

mailto:ackalmanash%40ruffwave.com?subject=
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to the quality of my dogs, 
their looks and their natural 
talent, a tribute to the hard 
work of each dog’s breeder.

I’m embarrassed to say 
that it’s only taken me 35 
years to realize that what 
they’re really saying is they 
want a dog with good man-
ners—one who is trained, 
socialized, and reliable. 

I am not trying to down-
play the amount of physical 

and emotional work that is 
invested in a well-bred dog. 
I am often complimented 
on their beauty and struc-
ture—even by people who 
don’t necessarily know what 
they’re seeing. The eye and 
mind are naturally attracted 
to symmetry, balance, ath-
leticism, and expression. 

Whether we’re accosted 
on the street while out for 
a walk, stopped along the 

beach path by someone who 
must meet my dog, or just 
friends and neighbors who 
happen to be visiting, every-
one says “I would take your 
dog.” 

As I said, it has finally 
dawned on me it’s the work 
I’ve put in, starting at the 
age of 8 weeks. Loose leash 
walking with a flat collar. 
Simple, basic obedience, 
done happily. A zest to 

Rottweiler
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I only had a chance to 
briefly walk through the 
show building, as I was busy 
judging Scent Work. But in 
those moments, I noticed 
two aspects in the show ring 
that I want to bring to every-
one’s attention, because it’s 
yet another slippery slope of 
diversion from our standard.

An issue we have long 
struggled with is one that 
was brought to my atten-
tion by Clara Hurley, of 
Powderhorn Wencrest 
Rottweilers, about 30 years 
ago, when I had a Nelson 
vom Brabantpark daugh-
ter. Clara was happy to see 
she had black down her 
rear legs to the top of her 
rear pasterns. Our standard 
describes rust markings “on 
inside of rear legs showing 
the front of the stifle and 
broadening out to rear legs 
from hock to toes [emphasis 
mine], but not completely 
eliminating black from rear 
of pasterns.” Over the years 
I’ve noticed that the marking 
is often starting at the stifle 
across the wide, flat part of 
the leg, continuing down to 
the feet. Sometimes black is 

intermixed. 
Our base is black, and our 

markings are just that—
markings. We are not pied, 
and again our standard says, 
“Quantity and location of 
rust markings are important 
and should not exceed ten 
percent of the body [emphasis 
mine].” 

These large marking on 
the legs combined with 
overly large chest markings, 
and I saw some double, are 
covering too much of the 
dog. 

Next, as we have short-
ened muzzles over a few 
generations, it’s leaving too 
much skin at the jowls and 
along the muzzle itself. I saw 
many dogs with folds along 
the muzzle. The working 
theory on is that while selec-
tive breeding can change the 
bone (skull) structure fairly 
quickly, the amount of skin 
overlaying it does not lessen 
in congruence, hence the 
extra skin. This is not cor-
rect, as our head type is dry 
and smooth (yes, I know, 
except for some wrinkling 
on the forehead when alert). 

While not specifically 

addressed in our standard, 
the following is noted: The 
desired ratio of backskull to 
muzzle is 3:2. Our breed is 
now teetering on muzzles 
that are too short, and this 
is dangerous—breathing 
problems and scrambled 
teeth being the two major 
consequences. If a dog can’t 
breathe efficiently, he can-
not work. He will overheat, 
wheeze, and tire. Frankly, 
I prefer to see and own a 
slightly longer muzzle over 
a too-short, as long as it’s 
broad and strong, with a 
big, black nose over a strong 
underjaw. 

Be careful to breed correct 
type, not extreme or what 
people think they want. Be a 
breeder to preserve correct 
type, not just make sales.

Our judges did a won-
derful job finding good 
dogs, and The American 
Rottweiler Club thanks 
them. Our judges in all 
events put us all through our 
paces, and we appreciate 
their time and knowledge. 
Well done, everybody!

Keep training, and be kind 
to each other. I am here if 
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you need me.
—Jill Kessler Miller,
jillymillygsrc@gmail.com
American Rottweiler Club 

Siberian Huskies
CRITIQUING DOGS UNDER THE 
AUSTRALIAN SUN

Sometime in 2022, I 
received an email that 

would thrill the heart of any 
breeder-judge: I was invited 
to judge the November 
2023 Siberian Husky 
Club of Victoria specialty 
in Melbourne, Australia. 
I could not say yes fast 
enough! What could be bet-
ter than going somewhere 
I’d wanted to visit since I 
was a kid, and getting to see 
some lovely Siberians while 
I was there? 

Months passed, plans were 
made, and as the summer of 
2023 arrived I began study-
ing the Australian National 
Kennel Club (ANKC) con-
formation system. Almost 
immediately I ran into a 
phrase I knew only in the 
abstract: written critique. 
Yes, I had the vague under-
standing that kennel clubs 

in other countries often 
required judges to write a 
critique on the dogs they 
placed, but I had never 
really looked into it. Now, in 
a few short months, I would 
be required to prepare my 
own critiques for the dogs I 
judged. 

In the Australian system, 
critiques at the all-breed 
level aren’t really common, 
but they do occur at spe-
cialty club shows. Judges 
are asked to prepare a brief 
write-up on the dogs they 
place, which are ultimately 
published in a public forum 
such as a dog magazine or 
the club’s website.

AKC judges who have 
interviewed with Field 
Representatives for other 
breeds may be more 
accustomed to presenting 
commentary on their entry, 
and providing a critique 
might not seem so daunting; 
however, as a judge who 
has not ventured outside 
her own breed I was intimi-
dated. I started researching 
examples, talked to oth-
ers I knew who judged in 
Australia, joined Facebook 

groups discussing critiques, 
and even bought a book for 
British judges specifically 
because of its entire chapter 
about written critiques.

Also intimidating was the 
idea of standing in the ring 
dictating my thoughts to a 
scribe while they furiously 
scribbled word-for-word. 
Trying to come up with 
something clear enough 
for a scribe to understand 
on the fly terrified me. 
Fortunately I was saved 
from my anxiety by the 
news that I could dictate my 
comments into the memo 
function of my phone. 
At least then I would be 
the only one who had to 
decipher whatever cryptic 
comments I made while out-
lining my placements.

I spent the weeks leading 
up to my departure poring 
over critiques, memorizing 
ANKC award procedures, 
and trying to pack for 
springtime weather as late 
fall Alaskan temperatures 
took hold. Finally it was time 
to go.

A few days later, under 
warm Australian sun, I faced 

mailto:jillymillygsrc%40gmail.com?subject=
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to their faults a little blind,” 
played in the background on 
repeat. 

I did, however, come upon 
some problems while mov-
ing through the entry. First, 
I found myself repeating 
similar phrases in every class. 
“Balanced” was one. “Quiet 
topline” was another. Was I 
just finding the balanced, 
quiet-moving dogs in my 
classes, or was I too focused 
on too few attributes? 

This led to another epiph-
any: When I placed my top 
three, I was not commenting 
on why I put the dogs in that 
order. OK … so all three 
dogs had balanced angles 
and quiet toplines. Why did 
I choose one over the other? 
The exhibitors would ask 
the same question, and I 
had to explain what I saw. 
I made a mental note to do 
better.

I moved through the 
remaining classes and made 
my final picks. Overall, I 
was thrilled with my win-
ners, thoroughly enjoyed the 
entry, and had a fantastic 
time. 

A few weeks later when I 

was back home, I tackled the 
job of formalizing the cri-
tiques with the assistance of 
my voice recordings and the 
club’s in-ring photos. 

Now, I am sure I’m not the 
first person in an American 
dog publication—or even 
the first gazette colum-
nist—to discuss the critique 
system and question why it 
isn’t used by our judges. I 
suspect the first objection 
would be its incompatibil-
ity with the AKC’s “two 
minutes per dog” imper-
ative. How could judges 
stick to a schedule and still 
have time to critique their 
entry? Even on those rare 
occasions when a specialty 
club requests a “critique 
article” from the judge, the 
AKC’s Rules, Policies and 
Guidelines for Conformation 
Dog Show Judges booklet 
states that any note-taking 
“must […] not cause signif-
icant delay to the judging.” 
Strict scheduling is so 
deeply ingrained in the cul-
ture of our shows that I’m 
not sure we’d ever be able to 
shift that thinking.

That said, I believe prepar-

ing critiques is an excellent 
exercise for any AKC 
judge because it makes you 
accountable to the exhibi-
tor. In four decades of dog 
shows, I have found few 
judges who could effec-
tively verbalize what they 
saw or did not see in the 
dogs I brought them. Most 
latched onto a single fault 
or spoke so ambiguously I 
was left with the impression 
they really had no idea. I 
think perhaps it’s because 
this was a skill they sim-
ply didn’t learn. Having to 
write an assessment you 
know the exhibitor will read 
and then try to apply to 
their dog forces you to be 
precise in your thinking. It 
also teaches you to be “ever 
kind” and “a little blind,” 
lest you fall into the trap of 
fault judging. 

I hope all of our judges 
one day have the opportu-
nity to write critiques and 
then allow that experience 
to inform their process.

—Jessica Breinholt,
jbshca@gmail.com
Siberian Husky Club of 

America

mailto:jbshca%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.shca.org
https://www.shca.org
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Hdog with whom you can live 
comfortably.

A friend and fellow dog 
lover lost her job. To stretch 
her savings while she hunted 

for employment in her field, 
she started a dog-walking 
enterprise, and soon her 
outstanding reviews on 
social media led to business 

growth greater than she 
had anticipated. As Ron 
and I drove around town, 
we often would see her out 
walking her client dog pack, 
holding leashes of a dozen 
dogs ranging from Papillons 
to Labradors. Nobody wit-
nessed what happened on 
that fateful day, but theory 
held that she stumbled on a 

Standard Schnauzer Emma (Ch./
UCD Asgard Mesa Mist Wuste-
fuchs, CGC, CD, RA, RATI, RATN, 
and SSCA Leading Producer), 
introduction to Barn Hunt; Emma 
qualifies for her RATN title; Ivory 
(GCh. Wustefuchs Ivory Mesa, 
CGC, RATI, RATN, RATO) finishing 
her RATO title--with fastest time 
in trial.
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tree root or uneven chunk of 
sidewalk, fell and landed on 
the hand holding the leashes, 
taking a severe blow to her 
head from her fall. By the 
time somebody found her 
amid a cluster of dogs, she 
was dead, still holding the 
leashes underneath her body. 
The moral of this story is 
never walk more dogs at one 
time than you have hands—
two per person.

Teething While Training, and 
Training While Teething

Losing 28 baby teeth and 
having 42 adult teeth slowly 
grow into the same space 
over a period of several 
months is a traumatic expe-
rience as your SS puppy 
grows into his/her adoles-
cence. It’s uncomfortable 
and painful for the puppy. 
Those gums just plain hurt. 
Every puppy owner needs 
a few of Kong’s Puppy 
Teething Sticks (https://www.
chewy.com/kong-puppy-teeth-
ing-stick-dog-toy/dp/118857).

Nipping, mouthing, and 
biting are all normal behavior 
for teething puppies trying to 
soothe sore gums, but don’t 

let it go too far. If nipping 
and biting become a prob-
lem, a loud, high-pitched 
“Ow-w-w-w!” will reduce the 
number of biting attempts. 
Your SS puppy must under-
stand that biting hurts you. 
(A related issue your puppy 
must understand is the old 
cliché about not biting the 
hand that feeds him.) 

Over time, your adoles-
cent SS will shed those 
razor-sharp milk teeth to 
make room for perma-
nent adult teeth. A guide 
to puppy teething along 
with a good chart of what 
to expect when is at https://
betterpet.com/teething-puppy/. 
Periodically, check your 
puppy’s mouth for retained 
milk teeth once the adult 
teeth arrive. See your vet 
(or dog-friendly dentist) 
for removal of any retained 
baby teeth. You risk breaking 
the tooth below the gumline 
if you try to pull it your-
self, setting up a plethora of 
future problems.

Cold compresses or cold 
mashed banana or apple-
sauce rubbed on sore gums 
help to relieve the pain. 

Chewing on something 
both cold and hard, such as 
a chilled hard rubber bone 
or toy, can bring relief. Be 
very leery of homeopathic 
remedies for teething: Some 
contain belladonna (deadly 
nightshade) and have been 
responsible for many human 
infant deaths—and an 
unknown number of puppy 
deaths. Check ingredients 
for dog safety.

Some puppy parents use 
high-value rewards to train 
puppies that chewing on 
their chew toys instead of 
hands, household items, or 
furniture is good behavior 
deserving of a reward; see 
https://www.petsradar.com/
advice/five-top-teething-pup-
py-tips-how-to-keep-their-ca-
nines-healthy. 

Others have had success 
with soft-ish rubber chew 
toys (not hard chew toys 
that can damage their teeth) 
such as the rubber toys 
made by KONG and West 
Paw, which can be put in 
the freezer. The cold helps 
soothe their gums, as can 
chewing on the toy.

The best puppy teething 

https://www.chewy.com/kong-puppy-teething-stick-dog-toy/dp/118857
https://www.chewy.com/kong-puppy-teething-stick-dog-toy/dp/118857
https://www.chewy.com/kong-puppy-teething-stick-dog-toy/dp/118857
https://betterpet.com/teething-puppy/
https://betterpet.com/teething-puppy/
https://www.petsradar.com/advice/five-top-teething-puppy-tips-how-to-keep-their-canines-healthy
https://www.petsradar.com/advice/five-top-teething-puppy-tips-how-to-keep-their-canines-healthy
https://www.petsradar.com/advice/five-top-teething-puppy-tips-how-to-keep-their-canines-healthy
https://www.petsradar.com/advice/five-top-teething-puppy-tips-how-to-keep-their-canines-healthy
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https://www.chewy.com/west-paw-zogoflex-toppl-tough-treat/dp/109833
https://www.chewy.com/s?query=West Paw Zogoflex Hurley&nav-submit-button=
https://www.chewy.com/s?query=West Paw Zogoflex Hurley&nav-submit-button=
https://www.chewy.com/s?query=West Paw Zogoflex Hurley&nav-submit-button=
https://www.chewy.com/s?query=West Paw Zogoflex Hurley&nav-submit-button=
https://madeintheusamatters.com/dog-toys-made-in-the-usa-american-made-brand-directory/
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https://madeintheusamatters.com/dog-toys-made-in-the-usa-american-made-brand-directory/
https://madeintheusamatters.com/dog-toys-made-in-the-usa-american-made-brand-directory/
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Cynthia J. Weight-Carter, Lakeside, CA, 
Miniature American Shepherd Club of 
the USA

Brice Wonders, Kirkland, PA,  
Skye Terrier Club of America

NOTICE
As a result of an Event Committee deter-

mination the following individual stands 
suspended of AKC privileges.  It should 
be noted that this determination may still 
be appealed and may be reversed.  Upon 
expiration of the appeal process, an appro-
priate notice describing the status of the 
individual’s suspension, if any, will appear 
in this column:	

Mr. Todd Bomkamp (Barrington, IL)
Ms. Kelsy Kirkpatrick (Houston, TX)
Ms. Deborah McKenna (Parker, CO)

NOTICE
Ms. Lori Bies (Ypsilanti, MI). Action 

was taken by the Ann Arbor Dog Training 
Club for conduct at its April 27, 2024 
event. Ms. Bies was charged with improper 
treatment in connection with an event. The 
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty 
as a reprimand and imposed a $100 fine. 
(Australian Shepherds)

NOTICE
Mr. Jim Crandell (Dade City, FL). 

Action was taken by the Fort Lauderdale 

Dog Club for conduct at its April 27, 
2024 event. Mr. Crandell was charged 
with inappropriate, abusive, or foul 
language and physical contact of an 
insulting or provoking nature. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the com-
bined penalty as a three-month suspen-
sion of event privileges and imposed 
a $800 fine, effective May 7, 2024. 
(Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
Ms. Angela McCrann Hoover 

(Odessa, FL). Action was taken by the 
North Georgia All Breed Herding Dog 
Association for conduct at its May 19, 
2024 event. Ms. McCrann Hoover was 
charged with inappropriate, abusive, or 
foul language. The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a reprimand and 
imposed a $100 fine. (Golden Retriever, 
Border Collies)

NOTICE
Ms. Lisa Uber (Fort Lauderdale, 

FL). Action was taken by the Fort 
Lauderdale Dog Club for conduct 
at its April 27, 2024 event. Ms. Uber 
was charged with inappropriate, abu-
sive, or foul language. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty 
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CHAPTER 14 
RULES FOR RETRIEVER FIELD 
TRIALS
SECTION 4. 
(2nd paragraph) 

In all stakes the judges will impose a 
system of rotation. The objective of the 
rotation is to spread the burden or bene-
fit of running early equitably among the 
competing dogs. The Judges shall select 
the particular system of rotation to be used, 
and the system selected shall be publicly 
announced by the Judges and/or Marshal 
before the commencement of the stake to 
which the rotation will apply. If any dog, by 
consequence of the rotation, is designated to 
run first twice in the same stake, at the same 
field trial, he should be exempt from that 
obligation. In such an instance, said dog will 
be passed over and the next number in the 
callbacks shall be first. For example, if #22 
had started a previous series and by some 
chance came up again to be first on a sub-
sequent series in the same stake, at the same 
field trial, he would be passed over and the 
next dog in the sequence would be first 
(#23 or the next number in the callbacks).

CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provi-

sional judges should be addressed to the 
Judging Operations Department at PO 
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. 
Letters concerning Agility, Obedience, 

Rally, Tracking, and VST applicants 
should be addressed to the Companion 
Events Department in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the 
request of a judge or judge applicant, 
provide that individual with copies of 
letters received regarding their judging 
qualifications. As a result, it should be 
understood that any such correspon-
dence will be made available, upon 
request, to the judge or judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all Conforma-
tion and Junior Showmanship judges to 
notify the Judging Operations Depart-
ment of any changes or corrections to 
their address, phone, fax or emails. These 
changes are very important because they 
affect your judges’ record, the web site 
and the Judges Directory.  
Please notify Judging Operations by 
email at judgingops@akc.org.

APPLICANTS
The following persons applications have 

been submitted for the breed(s) specified 
but they are NOT eligible to accept 
assignments.

NEW BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Dennis Balanag (115731) CA

(760) 686-6648
dennilane@msn.com
Bulldogs

Ms. Jodie Berry (115757) MA
jodie@willaby.net

mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=
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Staffordshire Bull Terriers, JS-Limited
Heather Kelly (115693) CA

heather@oakbrooksamoyeds.com
Samoyeds, JS

Melanie Mercer, DVM (114545) MO
(214) 641-6578
vetmel1300@aol.com
Irish Wolfhounds

Dianne Mullikin (115691) CA
rycroft.geo@yahoo.com
Labrador Retrievers

ADDITIONAL BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Ms. Nancy S. Amburgey (42492) OH

(614) 264-7524
lopat@aol.com
Balance of Toy Group (Biewer Terriers, 
Brussels Griffons, Manchester Terriers, 
Miniature Pinschers, Russian Toys, Toy 
Fox Terriers)

Candace L. Ardizzone (102229) NY
(315) 481-1200
ardizzonefamily@verizon.net
Shetland Sheepdogs

Dr. Johan Becerra-Hernandez 
(111406) FL

(689) 808-0858
johanbeclove@hotmail.com
Basset Hounds, American Eskimo Dogs, 
Bichons Frises, Chinese Shar-Pei, Cotons 
du Tulear, Finnish Spitz, Keeshonden, 
Lowchen, Schipperkes, Shiba Inu, Tibet-
an Terriers, Xoloitzcuintli

Mrs. Mary Benedict (66054) NY
(585) 747-5380
longacrecollies@yahoo.com
Balance of Herding Group (Lancashire 
Heelers, Mudik, Pumik), Doberman Pin-
schers, Siberian Huskies, American Eski-
mo Dogs

Ms. Sandy Bingham-Porter (94107) IL
(217) 345-7571
sbinghampoter@eiu.edu
Basenjis, Borzois, Cirnechi dell’Etna, Irish 
Wolfhounds, Petits Bassets Griffons Ven-
deens, Pharaoh Hounds, Salukis, Scottish 
Deerhounds, Whippets

Mr. Rick Blanchard (90228) RI
(401) 623-1475
nixbmf@aol.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels

Regina Lee Bryant (105299) CA
(209) 327-8778
catoriaussies@gmail.com
Beaucerons, Entlebucher Mountain Dogs

Mr. Stuart Cairns (101695) OH
(717) 659-9308
stgeorgebt@gmail.com
Wire Fox Terriers

Sandra Carter (106237) OR
(407) 509-5109
sandrajeancarter1960@gmail.com
Cairn Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, 
Bulldogs

Mrs. Edy Dykstra-Blum (20342) FL
(352) 208-6502
bizzeebootsoes@gmail.com
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Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, Chihua-
huas, Havanese

Mrs. Brenda Fontanos (111809) OR
(541) 405-6896
cuddleums@gmail.com
American Eskimo Dogs, Boston Terriers, 
French Bulldogs, Shiba Inu, Tibetan Ter-
riers, Xoloitzcuintli

Mrs. Junko Guichon (111435) VA
(540) 247-1121
junko@guichonchi.com
Russian Toys, Silky Terriers

Jody (Jo Ann) Hill (112835) FL
(407) 353-6275
findjody2@gmail.com
Whippets, Boxers, Doberman Pinschers

Dr. Laura J. LaBounty (96455) NH
(603) 352-8597
specialcollies@msn.com
Beaucerons, Briards, Mudik, Spanish 
Water Dogs, Swedish Vallhunds

Mrs. Nancy Lovelady (97313) NV
(510) 502-3708
jwnsl@sbcglobal.net
Black and Tan Coonhounds, Blood-
hounds, Bluetick Coonhounds, Harriers, 
Plott Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds, 
Treeing Walker Coonhounds

Mr. Joao Machado (110191) TX
(832) 339-6926
joao.machadoTX@gmail.com
Golden Retrievers, Airedale Terriers, 
American Hairless Terriers, Border Ter-
riers, Smooth Fox Terriers, Irish Terriers, 
Kerry Blue Terriers, Scottish Terriers, 

Skye Terriers, Welsh Terriers, Bichons 
Frises, French Bulldogs

Ms. Bonnie Money (105681) IN
(317) 452-2204
blmoney@att.net
Australian Shepherds, Border Collies

Mr. Gary Myers (96615) CA
(619) 992-4393
webe_gm@yahoo.com
Balance of Terrier Group (Glen of Imaal 
Terriers, Lakeland Terriers, Manchester 
Terriers, Miniature Schnauzers, Norwich 
Terriers, Welsh Terriers)

Dr. Tracy Powell (101481) CT
(203) 631-7110
dulcedanes@yahoo.com
Vizslas, American English Coonhounds, 
American Foxhounds, Beagles, Cirnechi 
dell’Etna, Ibizan Hounds, Petits Bassets 
Griffons Vendeens, Plott Hounds, Red-
bone Coonhounds, Sloughi

Mr. John C. Ramirez (1814) CA
(310) 991-0241
jrami68620@aol.com
Whippets, Pembroke Welsh Corgis

Dr. Valeria Rickard (92450) VA
(703) 919-8753
vrickard@jovalairedales.com
Gordon Setters, American Water Span-
iels, Boykin Spaniels, Field Spaniels, Irish 
Water Spaniels, Sussex Spaniels

Dr. Judi Roller (102261) WI
(608) 370-2679
judir7024@gmail.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
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English Coonhounds, American Fox-
hounds, Azawakhs, Beagles, Cirnechi 
dell’Etna, English Foxhounds, Harriers, 
Portuguese Podengo Pequenos, Salukis, 
Scottish Deerhounds)

Ms. Karen R. Scheiner (103945) NJ
(609) 417-0200
doxyladynj@gmail.com
Petits Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Whip-
pets, Poodles, Silky Terriers, Yorkshire Ter-
riers, Pulik, JS

Mr. John Schoeneman (98359) NC
(704) 363-7238
schohaus1@aol.com
Brittanys, Pointers, Flat Coated Retriev-
ers, Labrador Retrievers, Cocker Spaniels, 
English Cocker Spaniels, English Springer 
Spaniels, Weimaraners

Rhonda Silveira (100061) OR
(503) 428-2021
rsilveira.akcjudge@outlook.com
American English Coonhounds, Beagles, 
Irish Wolfhounds, Norwegian Elkhounds, 
Petits Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Plott 
Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds

Mrs. Wendy Sorrell (75680) TN
(865) 900-2112
sorrellwendy2@gmail.com
Anatolian Shepherd Dogs, Bernese 
Mountain Dogs, Leonbergers

Ms. Erika Wyatt (107433) IL
(708) 612-3647
erika@sloughi.us
American English Coonhounds, Bluetick 

Coonhounds, Borzois, Harriers, Norwe-
gian Elkhounds, Whippets

Mrs. Lisa Young (43070) AZ
(605) 390-1135
youngsonbeagles@gmail.com
Bloodhounds, Salukis

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING 
APPLICANTS

Ms. Michelle Denson (114357) FL
(352)615-0560
michelle@mystiquemalinois.com

Ms. Julianna Falk (115685) WA
julianna262@yahoo.com

Ms. Emilie Hooker (115687) CA
(805)231-4828
emilie.hooker27@gmail.com

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been 
approved on a Permit basis for the des-
ignated breeds in accordance with the 
current judging approval process. They 
may now accept assignments and the 
fancy may still offer comments to Judging 
Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Ms. Paula L. Ayers (115205) GA

(770) 905-5622
playerscav@aol.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels

Ms. Suzanne Burns (115287) SC
(704) 608-9015
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prism_weims@outlook.com
Weimaraners

Mrs. Erica Cross (111383) DE
(817) 914-4452
ilvolarespinoni@yahoo.com
Spinoni Italiani, Basset Hounds, Chihua-
huas, Dalmatians

Mr. Dominic Koon (115351) GA
(865) 582-1044
dominic.koon@gmail.com
Boston Terriers

Ms. Jodi Koon (115353) GA
(865) 582-1044
jodi.l.koon@gmail.com
Boston Terriers

Ms. Nancy McClure (114631) WA
(360) 789-7393
monarchterv@comcast.net
Belgian Laekenois, Belgian Malinois, Bel-
gian Sheepdogs, Belgian Tervurens

Ms. Dawn Marie Nacey (98878) IL
(815) 218-8765
dawnnacey@gmail.com
Labrador Retrievers

Mr. Brian Palmer (115157) MI
(734) 730-5547
bhpalmer61@gmail.com
Siberian Huskies, JS

Dr. Gayle T. Reardon (114889) SD
(605) 366-2482
gtrdds@aol.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, JS

Mr. Robert J. Urban (91116) OH
(440) 413-1973

foxfirehounds@yahoo.com
Black and Tan Coonhounds

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 
Dr. Azalea Alvarez (97321) FL

(954) 434-0318
minsmere954@yahoo.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
Foxhounds, Azawakhs, Borzois, Cir-
nechi dell’Etna, English Foxhounds, 
Harriers, Salukis, Sloughi), Kerry Blue 
Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, Scot-
tish Terriers

Mrs. Elizabeth Crisp Blake (109212) CA
(530) 400-9322
ranthormbts1970@gmail.com
American Hairless Terriers, Australian 
Terriers, Irish Terriers, Scottish Terriers, 
West Highland White Terriers

Ms. Janet Bodin (101381) WI
(414) 614-7822
jbodin@wi.rr.com
Great Pyrenees, Old English Sheepdogs

Mr. Brian C. Bogart (100059) NY
(716) 984-0012
sumerwyndb@aol.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Cane Corsos, 
Newfoundlands, Samoyeds

Miss Kelly Kathlyn Boyd (101577) OR
(541) 905-3451
kellybob@tovik.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Beaucerons

Mrs. Kathleen J. Brock (47792) WA
(253) 988-1764



JULY 2024AKC GAZETTE 136

toccatacockers@aol.com
Azawakhs

Ms. Alisa Brotherhood (103359) TX
(281) 989-3130
touchstone0525@att.net
Golden Retrievers, Bernese Mountain 
Dogs, Cane Corsos, Kuvaszok, Standard 
Schnauzers

Mr. Richard Brown (108381) MI
(248) 514-9665
ricbulldog@aol.com
Chinese Shar-Pei, Dalmatians, French 
Bulldogs

Kathy Bube (37916) IN
(812) 736-0563
kbbube@gmail.com
Chow Chows

Mr. Dean Burwell (103997) SC
(803) 628-8323
dean@pawgate.com
Skye Terriers, Welsh Terriers

Mrs. Christine E. Calcinari (7041) NH
(603) 205-7909
belhaven.nh@icloud.com
English Toy Spaniels, Pugs

Mrs. Kathleen V. Carter (6164) CO
(303) 425-6756
ckathy219@gmail.com
Bearded Collies, Miniature American 
Shepherds, Mudik, Old English Sheepdogs

Col. Jonathan C. Chase (25999) SC
(859) 473-2107
jonathan.c.chase@gmail.com
English Setters

Dr. Lisa M. Costello (101255) CO
(630) 625-2019
mtncow100@gmail.com
American Hairless Terriers, Australian 
Terriers, Bedlington Terriers, Glen of 
Imaal Terriers, Irish Terriers, Scottish Ter-
riers, Skye Terriers

Ms. Mary Faeth (101477) CA
(530) 210-7791
spinfandel@yahoo.com
Balance of Terrier Group (Manchester 
Terriers, Scottish Terriers, Skye Terriers, 
West Highland White Terriers), Rhodesian 
Ridgebacks

Debra Ferguson-Jones (95483) WA
(425) 228-9750
debrafergusonjones@gmail.com
German Shorthaired Pointers, German 
Wirehaired Pointers, Curly-Coated 
Retrievers, Golden Retrievers, Nova 
Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers, English 
Setters, Gordon Setters, American Water 
Spaniels, Boykin Spaniels, English Cock-
er Spaniels, Irish Water Spaniels, Spinoni 
Italiani

Ms. Kathleen J. Ferris (47953) PA
(215) 680-1012
kajalene@gmail.com
Brussels Griffons, Papillons, Pekingese

Mrs. Emily Fish (92354) WA
(360) 904-5765
emilypawcific@yahoo.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Bracci Ital-
iani, Pointers, Irish Setters, Boykin Span-
iels, Cocker Spaniels, English Springer 
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Mrs. Chris Ann Moore (108927) AR
(479) 221-0555
bisacd@aol.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Boerboels, Nea-
politan Mastiffs, Newfoundlands, Pem-
broke Welsh Corgis

Ms. Mary B. Napper (62737) TX
(817) 458-1442
mbnapper@gmail.com
Bracci Italiani, Nederlandse Kooiker-
hondjes, Flat Coated Retrievers, Nova 
Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers

Ms. Laura Reeves (105393) OR
(541) 761-1867
scotiadawgs@gmail.com
Pointers, Curly-Coated Retrievers, Flat 
Coated Retrievers, American Water Span-
iels, Boykin Spaniels, Wirehaired Vizslas

Mr. Andrew Ritter (92968) NJ
(908) 996-7355
cerri.bmd@att.net
Balance of Herding Group (Lancashire 
Heelers, Mudik)

Mr. Jeffrey Paul Ryman (93219) WA
(425) 876-2213
jeff_ryman@hotmail.com
Belgian Malinois, Belgian Sheepdogs, 
Cardigan Welsh Corgis, Mudik, Old 
English Sheepdogs, Pembroke Welsh Cor-
gis, Pulik, Pumik

Mrs. Gina M. Schag (108997) IL
(630) 669-1131
chulachis@yahoo.com
Japanese Chins, Papillons, Poodles

Barbara C. Scherer (58838) IL
(630) 388-8290
hairologybk@gmail.com
Golden Retrievers

Mrs. Janice (Jan) Schreiber (17450) WA
(253) 846-7999
ashenafea@msn.com
Lagotti Romagnoli, Vizslas

Dr. Jerry Sulewski (93475) WI
(920) 833-2242
collieknutt@yahoo.com
Samoyeds

Mr. Scott Toney (110847) NC
(704) 968-4491
midwoodchin@gmail.com
Chinese Cresteds, English Toy Spaniels, 
Havanese, Miniature Pinschers, Pomera-
nians

Mrs. Cindy J. Valko (110124) PA
(412) 780-6129
somersetsts@comcast.net
Alaskan Malamutes, Doberman Pin-
schers, Dogo Argentinos, Mastiffs

Ms. Judy Wade (99715) OK
(214) 693-4447
wademanordogs@gmail.com
Chow Chows, Dalmatians

Dr. Jill Warren (94859) NM
(505) 670-5590
esthete.es@comcast.net
Affenpinschers, Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels

Ms. Susan Willumsen (52119) NH
(603) 475-1588
willcare@comcast.net
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approved judges for the class indicated.
Marlene Becker (109605) FL

(352) 397-0018
shorthorserider@gmail.com
Rally – All 

Jeanette Rogers (110715) FL
(239) 770-0517
jrustic@icloud.com
Rally – All

Ruth Vaughan (98461) NY
(585) 944-6981
ruth.a.vaughan@gmail.com
Tracking – TDX

NEW PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES 

The following persons have been approved 
as a judge on a Provisional basis for the 
class/test indicated in accordance with the 
Provisional judging system. They may now 
accept assignments
Ira C Kaplan D.V.M. (71504) MA

(781) 275-0513
amfmick@oakridgeblm.org
Obedience – Utility

Debra Keith (114919) NY
(607) 423-1010
crazyboutdogs1@gmail.com
Rally – All 
 

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC 
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 

have been submitted to The American 
Kennel Club.
ARUBMEC- Basenjis- Patricia E. Cembura
AZELEE- Cane Corso-Amber D. Wagers
BACCARET-Boxers-Tiffany Brigante
CALYPSO-Peruvian Inca Orchids-Barbara 
A. DuBois
CUSPEIRE-Irish Wolfhounds-Susan D. Fife
DARMOOR-Golden Retrievers- Darla A. 
Morris & Keith A. Morris
JOVIEL- English Cocker- Kelly J. But-
kiewicz
L’AURORA-Golden Retriever- Debra 
Lindsay-Hudgins
MERIDIAN- Labrador Retrievers-Roberta 
R. Primeau
RED-DAWN- Golden Retrievers-Alicia 
Ward
SHIISAA-Japanese Chins-Tiffany L. 
Howard
SOUTHERNSTAR-Alaskan Mala-
mutes-Dayna Padgett
STAR MOUNTAIN- Estrela Mountain 
Dogs-Kevin E. Pries
TRILOGY-French Bulldogs-Susan Cooper
TRUFFLE WORLD- Lagotto Romagnolo- 
Olha Ogrady
WEE LIL’RASCALS-Chihuahuas-Jeanette 
S. Honzay

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a 

breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted.
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QUARTERLY MEETING OF 
THE DELEGATES OF THE 

AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB
JUNE 11, 2024

Dennis B. Sprung, President
PRESENT 261

Affenpinscher Club of America—Letisha 
De La Torre
Afghan Hound Club of America, Inc.—Ms. 
Constance Butherus
Airedale Terrier Club of America—Aletta 
L. Moore
Alaskan Malamute Club of America, Inc.—
Kate McCallum
Albany Kennel Club, Inc.—Corey Heenan
American Bloodhound Club—Mary Lou 
Olszewski
American Brittany Club, Inc.—Mrs. Terry 
Hilliard
American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
Club, Inc.—Claire Parker
American Cesky Terrier Fanciers 
Association, Inc.—Mr. Brian P. Meindl
American Chesapeake Club—Heidi 
Henningson
American Fox Terrier Club—Connie Clark
American Maltese Association, Inc.—Ms. 
Sandy Bingham-Porter

American Manchester Terrier Club—
Roberta Berman
American Miniature Schnauzer Club, 
Inc.—Barbara Donahue
American Pointer Club, Inc.—Mr. Danny 
D. Seymour
American Rottweiler Club—Mr. Peter G. 
Piusz
American Sealyham Terrier Club—Barbara 
Shapiro
American Shetland Sheepdog 
Association—Marjorie Tu�
American Wirehaired Pointing Griffon 
Association—Cindy Grodkiewicz
Anatolian Shepherd Dog Club of 
America—Edward Collins
Anderson Obedience Training Club, Inc.—
Ms. Patricia A. Sample
Ashtabula Kennel Club—Mr. Vincent P. 
Chianese
Atlanta Kennel Club, Inc.—Ann Wallin
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc.—Gail A. 
LaBerge
Augusta Kennel Club, Inc.—Catherine 
Iacopelli
Australian Cattle Dog Club of America—
Joyce Rowland
Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
William I. Christensen
Baltimore County Kennel Club—Lucy C. 
Campbell
Basenji Club of America, Inc.—Katie 
Campbell
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Harrisburg Kennel Club, Inc.—Sandra L. 
Rolenaitis
Hatboro Dog Club, Inc.—Sally L. Fineburg
Heart of the Plains Kennel Club—Patricia 
M. Cruz
Hockamock Kennel Club, Inc.—Nancy Fisk
Holyoke Kennel Club, Inc.—Jane 
Wilkinson
Hungarian Pumi Club of America —Nancy 
Nelson
Huntingdon Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
Susan Ratz
Huntington Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. Marile 
A. Waterstraat
Ibizan Hound Club of the United States—
Michelle Barlak
Irish Setter Club of America, Inc.—Ms. 
Karolynne M. McAteer
Irish Water Spaniel Club of America—Dan 
Sayers
Irish Wolfhound Club of America—
Eugenia Hunter
Japanese Chin Club of America—Cecilia 
Resnick
K-9 Obedience Training Club of Essex 
County, NJ, Inc.—Dave Morgan
Kalamazoo Kennel Club, Inc.—Angela 
Boeske
Kanadasaga Kennel Club—Christine Cone
Keeshond Club of America, Inc.—Richard Su
Kenilworth Kennel Club of Connecticut, 
Inc.—Doreen Weintraub
Kennel Club of Beverly Hills—Thomas 
Powers

Kennel Club of Buffalo, Inc.—Margaret 
Doster
Kennel Club of Riverside—Sylvia A. 
Thomas
Kennesaw Kennel Club—Bud Hidlay
Kuvasz Club of America—Agi Hejja
Ladies’ Kennel Association of America—
Ylisa Kunze
Lagotto Romagnolo Club of America, 
Inc.—James Talbert
Lake Shore Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. Diana 
L. Skibinski
Lakeland Winter Haven Kennel Club—
Mary McDaniel, D.V.M.
Lakes Region Kennel Club, Inc.—Deborah 
L. Kreider
Lancaster Kennel Club, Inc.—Carolyn M. 
Vack
Land O’Lakes Kennel Club, Inc.—Jan 
Croft
Langley Kennel Club—Ms. Dianne E. 
Franck
Lawrenceville Kennel Club, Inc.—Robert 
N. LaBerge
Leonberger Club of America—Don James
Longshore-Southport Kennel Club, Inc.—
Michaelann Mako
Louisville Kennel Club, Inc.—Debra H. 
Owen
Magic Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Ruth 
Crumb
Mahoning-Shenango Kennel Club, Inc.—
Jessica Ricker
Manatee Kennel Club—Judy Seltrecht
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Piedmont Kennel Club, Inc.—Dean Burwell
Pioneer Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. 
Linda Gagnon
Plainfield Kennel Club—Sheila Gallizzo
Plum Creek Kennel Club of Colorado—
Marlene Groves
Poodle Club of America, Inc.—Patti Jason
Port Chester Obedience Training Club, 
Inc.—Kathy Gregory
Portuguese Water Dog Club of America, 
Inc.—Janet L. Boyd
Pug Dog Club of America, Inc.—Michelle 
Anderson
Ramapo Kennel Club—Je�rey D. Ball
Rhode Island Kennel Club, Inc.—Grace 
Wilkinson
Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the United 
States, Inc.—Mary L. Elliott
Richmond Dog Fanciers Club, Inc.—Debra 
Ferguson-Jones
Rockford-Freeport Illinois Kennel Club—
Barbara L. Burns
Rubber City Kennel Club—Cathy Gaidos
Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club—Karen 
Cottingham
Saluki Club of America—Monica H. Stoner
Samoyed Club of America, Inc.—Gary 
Gri�n
San Gabriel Valley Kennel Club—Dorinne 
Waterman
San Mateo Kennel Club, Inc.—Harvey M. 
Wooding
Santa Barbara Kennel Club, Inc.—Abbe R. 
Shaw

Saratoga New York Kennel Club—
MaryLou Cuddy
Saw Mill River Kennel Club, Inc.—Mimi 
Winkler
Sawnee Mountain Kennel Club of 
Georgia—Karen W. Byrd
Scottish Deerhound Club of America, 
Inc.—Dr. Robert S. Dove, D.V.M.
Scottish Terrier Club of America—Helen 
A. Prince
Seattle Kennel Club, Inc.—Je� Ryman
Shoreline Dog Fanciers Association of 
Orange County—Susan L. Hamil
Siberian Husky Club of America, Inc.—
Ann M. Cook
Silky Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Leeann Podruch, D.D.S.
Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of 
America—Sally Sotirovich
South Jersey Kennel Club, Inc.—Jean 
Edwards
South Shore Kennel Club, Inc.—Linda C. 
Flynn
South Windsor Kennel Club—Mrs. Laurie 
Maulucci
Southeast Arkansas Kennel Club—Ricky 
Adams
Southeastern Iowa Kennel Club—Marilyn 
R. Vinson
Southern Adirondack Dog Club, Inc.—
John V. Ioia
Space Coast Kennel Club of Palm Bay—
Mrs. Glenda Stephenson
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the non-profit organization Darkness to 
Light, once every three years.
 
All Junior Showmanship Judges and Club 
Junior Coordinators are required at this 
time (and going forward) to successfully 
complete the same training. AKC will offer 
the initial course on a complimentary basis, 
and it must be refreshed every three years. 

All current and future judges across all 
sports are also required to complete the 
Stewards of Children® training. The ini-
tial training will be provided on a compli-
mentary basis by AKC. This requirement is 
being phased in with the help of the AKC 
Judges Department.

AKC strongly recommends that all 
Superintendents, AKC-approved Show 
Secretaries, and AKC-approved Agility 
Trial Secretaries take the Stewards of 
Children® course. 

All club members and fanciers not included 
in the groups I named are encouraged to 
complete this training, which is available 
through the Darkness to Light website at a 
cost of $16. 

The Board is now discussing a policy con-
cerning professional handlers and agents 
listed in dog show catalogues with respect 
to the Stewards of Children® training. Look 

for updates on this in the near future.
 
There are three complementary courses offered 
by the U.S. Center for SafeSport® which AKC 
recommends for Junior participants and their 
parents. The core courses are SafeSport® for 
Youth Athletes ages 13-17, SafeSport® for 
Kids ages 5-12, and SafeSport® Parent’s 
Guide to Misconduct in Sports.
 
As of this time, among our community of 
dog fanciers, 797 individuals have enrolled 
in the course and 618 have successfully 
completed it. Among them are Junior 
Showmanship Judges, AKC Staff, the AKC 
Board, and Club Junior Coordinators. 
Junior Showmanship Judges were given 
three months until August 1, 2024 to com-
plete the training. Staff continues to mon-
itor compliance with these important new 
requirements, and updates will be provided 
regularly.

The purpose of these requirements is to 
ensure that our sports remain safe, healthy, 
positive and fun for everyone. 

Full disclosure, and perhaps not a secret to 
many, I will admit that my psyche, which 
contains minor components of several con-
ditions, such as PAPD and OCD, was, at 
first, concerned with being told that partici-
pation was mandatory. Common sense pre-
vailed, and I did so. The program is com-
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pelling and gives us the tools to recognize, 
respond and react to child sexual abuse. I 
encourage everyone in our community to 
take advantage of this training.

I’ll end my comments on this subject by 
paraphrasing the words of one of the train-
ing facilitators. 

I’m grateful to be in a community that is 
guided by the teaching of and the perspec-
tive of an organization that believes that 
every human being has a purpose, and 
that life is really about finding that purpose 
and that unique place in life where you can 
make a difference.

We must be the light in children’s darkness.

Speaking of fun, the summer season is 
upon us, with all of its celebrations, bar-
becues and socialization that come along 
with it. Our clubs work so hard throughout 
the year to host events for our dogs to earn 
titles, points, placements and rankings. And 
soon enough, it will all pay off with our 
incredible events in Orlando Florida just six 
months away. 

Some of us prefer to ease up a bit in sum-
mer, to give our dogs a break from the 
heat, or to allow ourselves some time to 
relax as well. This is an excellent time of 
year for clubs to hold informal gather-

ings and events, like Matches and “Fun 
Days.” A few Saturdays ago in New Jersey, 
a pair of Specialty Clubs for Pembrokes 
and Cardigans hosted a “Corgi Fun Day 
Sunday.” There were activities like CGC 
and intro to Agility, as one would expect. 
But a valuable educational effort took 
place as well, surrounding the differences 
between the breeds and their respective 
talents. These are important stories for our 
breed clubs to tell. The event was a great 
success, with the vast majority of attend-
ees being pet owners who found their way 
there thanks to the clubs’ Facebook promo-
tion. AKC clubs and your members are the 
backbone of our organization. Your efforts 
advance the sport of dogs in so many ways. 
Even those non-competitive club events are 
an investment in our future.

Clubs are also an investment in you.
 
We all joined and formed our clubs to 
improve the lives of our dogs. But being a 
part of an AKC club helps us, too. 
Medical and social researchers have doc-
umented that building and maintaining 
social connections become more difficult 
for many people as we age. They have 
also shown that group activities can lead 
to living longer and healthier lives. Joining 
and participating in clubs, associations 
and social groups has a positive impact on 
health and protects against social isolation 



https://hellogrouper.com/
https://hellogrouper.com/
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sive 300 every month. 

We created the AKC Canine Good Citizen 
program to educate the public about 
responsible dog ownership. Almost 1.3 
million dogs have achieved the CGC title 
certification. AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy has 
272,000 puppies that have earned that 
award.           

Our comprehensive Education Department 
provides teachers with lesson plans and 
activities for future generations that incor-
porate core subject areas for grades K-12, 
educating students about the many attri-
butes of purebred dogs. AKC Canine 
College offers amongst others, 26 courses 
on breeding, 74 breed-specific courses in 
collaboration with our Parent Clubs; Also, 
Conformation for Beginners, Stewarding 
at the Dog Show, 10 different courses on 
Puppy Training, an Obedience Judges 
Education Program and an AKC Fetch 
Judge’s Education course. 

For more than 15 years, the AKC Humane 
Fund has provided grants to women’s shel-
ters that house victims of domestic abuse 
with their pets. The fund offers financial 
assistance to your Parent Clubs and those 
affiliated non-profits as there are more than 
450 AKC Rescue groups making us the 
largest rescue network in America. 

AKC Reunite continues to bring together 
lost pets and their owners and has done so 
almost 700,000 times. They have donated 
111 trailers. They continue to give microchip 
scanners to shelters. Their Adopt A K-9 Cop 
Program has donated funding for more than 
560 police K-9s throughout our nation. 

AKC Canine Health Foundation funds 
research projects focusing on the physical, 
mental and social well-being of our dogs. 
AKC CHF’s $67.5 million in grants has 
resulted in 1,167 research grants, countless 
canine health projects and peer-reviewed 
publications. AKC has contributed $36 
million to AKC CHF.           

The AKC Museum of the Dog preserves, 
interprets and celebrates the role of dogs 
in society, educating the public about the 
human canine bond through its 1,700-
piece rotating collection and 4,000 volume 
library. 

The Detection Dog Task Force addresses 
the shortage of high-quality U.S. bred and 
trained explosive detection dogs to protect 
public safety and national security. The 
Patriotic Puppy Program works with breed-
ers and enthusiasts to teach how to raise 
puppies for a future career as a detection 
dog. To date, 90 graduates have gone on to 
working careers. 
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Know the Crow? Yeah, we want the Crow 
to go. I spoke up about it, so did Cathy De 
La Garza, and Marc Crews did. I’m sure 
other people did too. We asked for that and 
the Board acted on it  because we needed it. 
The fancy needed it. The judges needed it. 
It’s our job to guide the AKC. It is also our 
duty and our power to have the freedom to 
choose the Delegates to run for the Board 
to serve on the Board that we want. Every 
single year we have a term limit. We don’t 
have people sitting in the Board seats to 
keep that Board seat warm. The ones who 
have to run again, shouldn’t have to sit out 
a year if they’re capable and if they want to 
serve. But if they want to serve, if they want 
to give the time – and if a Board Member is 
doing a good job and is engaged, we know 
what they’re doing because we get reports 
all the time. We read the Board minutes – I 
seldom do until somebody sends them to 
me. There’s a lot of work that’s being done. 
Different subcommittees that are working 
on stuff, and then they address the stuff 
that we ask for. You want fresh ideas? All 
we have to do is ask. How many of you 
guys would ask a Board Member? I would 
bug Dan and Dominic, sometimes Tom. 
They would tell me, go to this committee, 
present it to the committee. See what you 
can do. Eventually if it has, if enough of 
the fancy wants it and you really believe 
in it, you’re going to get it done. Those 
are our ideas. What we need is we need 

capable people who are stable on a Board, 
and we need to keep the power to choose 
our Board Members. There’s no reason 
we have to have an artificial one year. It 
doesn’t make sense. It doesn’t make any  
sense. Steven Hamblin, when he decided 
to run for the Board, he ran from the floor, 
didn’t he? Yes. I didn’t know who Steve 
was. He came up to me in Orlando, shook 
my hand, introduced himself, gave me a 
sheet of paper about himself, told me about 
himself and told me why he wanted to serve 
on the Board, and guess what? He got on 
the Board, and he’s doing a good job. He 
said he was ready and wanted to serve. 
Most people on the Board are the people 
who want to be there and who are capable, 
it doesn’t matter if they’ve been there for 10 
years, I don’t care. This is an election which 
every term every year we have the oppor-
tunity to actually choose who serves on our 
Board. Don’t give up the power. Don’t give 
our power away for just an arbitrary one 
year sit out. Please vote in  favor. Use your 
power as Delegates.

The Chair recognized Kenneth Levison, 
Delegate from the Tucson Kennel Club, 
who spoke as follows:
Kenneth Levison, from the Tucson Kennel 
Club. I’d like to call the question, please. 

There was a second from the floor to call 
the question.
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Section 12 of the Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows – Dog Show Entries, Conditions of 
Dogs Affecting Eligibility, deletes “where 
there is no Superintendent” for greater 
clarity that Show Secretaries for any event, 
including one where the services of a 
Superintendent are also used by the club, 
must adhere to the eligibility requirements 
defined by Chapter 11, Section 12 of the 
Rules. It also deletes “where there is no 
Superintendent” for greater clarity that the 
eligibility restrictions for Show Secretaries 
and members of their household apply to 
any event they service, including one where 
the services of a Superintendent are also 
used by the club. 

This amendment was proposed by the 
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee and 
brought forward with approval by the AKC 
Board of Directors. 

It will be published in two issues of the 
AKC Gazette, and you will be asked to 
vote on it at the September 2024 meeting. 
The full text is on the worksheet previously 
emailed. 

There were no questions or discussion.

Mr. Sprung informed the Delegates that 
the proposed rule changes to Chapter 
10, Section 2 and Section 5 of the Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows will be read/voted as 

one amendment. Delegates were given the 
opportunity to discuss each rule change.

The Chair called on the Executive 
Secretary to read the proposed amendment 
to Chapter 10, Section 2 and Section 5 
of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows – Show 
Veterinarians. 

Ms. DiNardo: The amendment to 
Chapter 10, Section 2 and Section 5 of 
the Rules Applying to Dog Shows – Show 
Veterinarians, adds the obligation for 
the Show Veterinarian to examine a dog 
referred by the event committee for exam-
ination to those who may become ill or 
injured at a show and adds the obligation 
that any cost associated with the exam-
ination of a dog by the Show Veterinarian 
is to the owner or owner’s agent of the 
dog. It replaces veterinarians with Show 
Veterinarians for consistency. It deletes the 
requirement for a club to be responsible for 
any expenses incurred in the examination 
of a dog it remands to determine if its pres-
ence endangers the health of other dogs. It 
also assigns responsibility for any expenses 
to the dog’s owner or agent.

This amendment was proposed by the 
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee and 
brought forward with approval by the AKC 
Board of Directors. 
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It will be published in two issues of the 
AKC Gazette, and you will be asked to 
vote on it at the September 2024 meeting. 
The full text is on the worksheet previously 
emailed. 

There were no questions or discussion.

The Chair called on the Executive 
Secretary to please read the proposed 
amendment to Chapter 15, Section 1 of 
the Rules Applying to Dog Shows – Protests 
Against Dogs.

Ms. DiNardo: The amendment to Chapter 
15, Section 1 of the Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows – Protests Against Dogs, inserts that a 
dog remanded for examination by an event 
committee may only return to compete that 
same day, weekend, circuit, or cluster if the 
Show Veterinarian has examined the dog 
and determined its presence does not endan-
ger other dogs. 

This amendment was proposed by the 
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee and 
brought forward with approval by the AKC 
Board of Directors. 

It will be published in two issues of the 
AKC Gazette, and you will be asked to 
vote on it at the September 2024 meeting. 
The full text is on the worksheet previously 
emailed. 

There were no questions or discussion.

The Chair called on the Executive 
Secretary to read the proposed amendment 
to Chapter 14, Section 4 of the Field 
Trial Rules and Standard Procedure for 
Retrievers.              

Ms. DiNardo: The amendment to 
Chapter 14, Section 4 of the Field Trial 
Rules and Standard Procedure for Retrievers, 
will standardize the rotation and make 
every stake to be conducted in the same 
fashion when it comes to the running order. 

This amendment was proposed by the 
Retriever Field Trial Advisory Committee 
and brought forward with approval by the 
AKC Board of Directors.

It will be published in two issues of the 
AKC Gazette, and you will be asked to 
vote on it at the September 2024 meeting. 
The full text is on the worksheet previously 
emailed. 

There were no questions or discussion.

Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President of 
Support Services, delivered a special 
announcement: 
Good morning. For the first time AKC 
and the Junior Task Force Committee is 
presenting certificates to clubs who have 
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Tuesday, September 10, 2024, Delegate 
Meeting will be held at the Doubletree 
Newark Airport Hotel. More detailed 
meeting information will be emailed to the 
Delegates as soon as it becomes available. 

Lunch was served following the meeting’s 
conclusion on the Terrace.

Delegates were not required to return the 
badges; new badges will be printed at the 
September meeting. Delegates were given 
an option to recycle the badge holders and 
lanyards. 

There was no New Business heard from 
the Delegate Body.

The Chair adjourned the meeting. 

(One sharp rap of the gavel.)

(Proceedings concluded at 11:30 a.m. ET.) 

The opinions expressed by the speak-
ers may not necessarily reflect those of 
The American Kennel Club. 
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http://www.americanwaterspanielclub.org/
https://www.barbetclubofamerica.com/
http://theboykinspanielclub.com/
http://www.theamericanbrittanyclub.org
http://www.amchessieclub.org/
http://www.clumbers.org/
https://www.americanspanielclub.org/
http://www.ccrca.org/
https://englishcocker.org/
http://www.esaa.com/
http://www.essfta.org/
http://www.fieldspaniels.org/
https://fcrsa.org
http://www.gspca.org/
http://www.gwpca.com/
http://www.grca.org/
http://www.gsca.org/
http://www.irishredwhitesetterassociation.com/
http://www.irishsetterclub.org/
https://iwsca.org/
http://www.thelabradorclub.com/
https://www.lagottous.com/
https://www.kooikerhondjeusa.org/
http://nsdtrc-usa.org/
http://www.americanpointerclub.org/
http://www.spinoneclubofamerica.com/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/sussex-spaniel/
http://www.vcaweb.org/
http://weimaranerclubofamerica.org/
http://www.wssca.com/
http://www.awpga.com/
http://www.whvca.us/


http://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/american_english_coonhound/index.cfm
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/american-foxhound/
http://www.azawakhs.org/
https://www.basenji.org/
http://basset-bhca.org/
https://www.nationalbeagleclub.org
https://abtcc.org
http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/bluetick_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.borzoiclubofamerica.org
https://cirneco.org/
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/english_foxhound/index.cfm
https://www.gbgv.net/
http://www.greyhoundclubofamericainc.org/
http://www.harrierclubofamerica.com/
http://www.ihcus.org/
http://www.iwclubofamerica.org/index.html
http://neaa.net/
http://www.otterhound.org/
http://www.pbgv.org/
http://www.ph-club.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/plott-hound/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/portuguese-podengo-pequeno/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/redbone-coonhound/
http://www.rrcus.org/
https://salukiclub.org/index.html
http://www.deerhound.org
https://sloughi-international.com/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/treeing-walker-coonhound/
https://www.americanwhippetclub.org


WORKING GROUP

PARENT CLUB LINKS

SEPTEMBER 2023AKC GAZETTE 170

Akita Alaskan 
Malamute

Anatolian 
Shepherd Dog

Bernese 
Mountain Dog

Black Russian 
Terrier

Boerboel Bullmastiff Cane Corso Chinook

Dogue de  
Bordeaux

Dogo Argentino German 
Pinscher

Giant  
Schnauzer

Great Dane Great Pyrenees Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dog

Komondor Leonberger

Kuvasz Mastiff Neapolitan 
Mastiff

Newfoundland Portuguese 
Water Dog

Rottweiler Saint Bernard Samoyed Siberian Husky Standard 
Schnauzer

Tibetan Mastiff

Boxer

Doberman 
Pinscher

http://www.akitaclub.org/
http://alaskanmalamute.org/
https://asdca.club
https://www.bmdca.org/
http://www.thebrtca.org
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/boerboel/
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.bullmastiff.us/
http://www.canecorso.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/chinook/index.cfm
http://www.dpca.org/
https://www.dogousa.org/
http://www.ddbsa.org/.
https://germanpinscher.org/
http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/
http://www.gdca.org/
https://greatpyrenees.club
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://komondorclubofamerica.org/
http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
http://www.mastiff.org/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
http://saintbernardclub.org/
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/
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Cesky Terrier

Airedale Terrier American  
Staffordshire Terrier

Australian Terrer Bedlington Terrier

Border Terrier

American 
Hairless Terrier

Bull Terrier Cairn Terrier Dandie Dinmont 
Terrier

Fox Terrier 
(Smooth)

Glen of 
Imaal Terrier

Irish Terrier Kerry Blue 
Terrier

Lakeland Terrier

Miniature Bull 
Terrier

Miniature 
Schnauzer

Norfolk Terrier Norwich Terrier

Parson Russell 
Terrier

Scottish Terrier Sealyham TerrierRat Terrier Russell Terrier

Skye Terrier Soft Coated 
Wheaten Terrier

Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier

Welsh Terrier West Highland 
White Terrier

Wire Fox Terrier

Manchester 
Terrier

http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
http://www.btcoa.org/
http://www.btca.com/
http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
http://ddtca.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/rat-terrier/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/russell-terrier/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://sealyham.org/
https://stca.us/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
https://welshterrier.org/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
http://www.aftc.org/
https://www.aftc.org/
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Affenpinscher Biewer Terrier Brussels Griffon Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel

Chihuahua

Chinese Crested English Toy Spaniel Havanese Italian Greyhound Japanese Chin

Maltese Manchester 
Terrier (Toy)

Miniature 
Pinscher

Papillon Pekingese

Pomeranian Poodle (Toy) Pug Shih Tzu Silky Terrier

Toy Fox Terrier Yorkshire Terrier

http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://biewerterrierclubofamerica.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://www.japanesechinclubofamerica.org/
https://www.americanmaltese.org
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
https://pekingeseclubofamerica.com
https://ampomclub.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
http://silkyterrierclub.yolasite.com/
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/
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Xoloitzcuintli

American Eskimo 
Dog

Bichon Frise

Coton de Tulear

Boston Terrier Bulldog Chinese  
Shar-Pei

Chow Chow Dalmatian Finnish Spitz French Bulldog

Keeshond Lhasa Apso Löwchen Norwegian  
Lundehund

Poodle  
(Miniature)

Schipperke Poodle (Standard) Shiba Inu Tibetan Spaniel Tibetan Terrier

http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
https://www.usactc.org/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org/
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/norwegian-lundehund/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://schipperkeclubofamerica.org
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/shiba-inu/
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/xoloitzcuintli/
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Finnish 
Lapphund

Australian  
Cattle Dog

Australian  
Shepherd

Bearded Collie Beauceron Belgian Laekenois

Belgian  
Malinois

Belgian Sheepdog Berger PicardBelgian Tervuren Bergamasco

Bouvier des 
Flandres

Briard Canaan Dog Cardigan Welsh 
Corgi

Collie (Rough) Collie (Smooth) Entlebucher 
Mountain Dog

German Shepherd 
Dog

Icelandic 
Sheepdog

Miniature American 
Shepherd

Mudi Norwegian Buhund Old English 
Sheepdog

Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi

Polish Lowland 
Sheepdog

Puli Pyrenean 
Shepherd

Pumi

Shetland 
Sheepdog

Swedish  
Vallhund

Spanish Water Dog

Border Collie

https://www.acdca.org/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/belgian-laekenois/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.picards.us/
https://bordercolliesocietyofamerica.com
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
https://www.finnishlapphund.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org/
https://www.mudi.us/
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pumiclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org/
https://www.swdclub.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/


http://www.akc.org/events/handlers
http://www.akc.org/events/junior-showmanship/junior-clinics/
http://www.akc.org/events/handlers/adult-clinics/
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