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What's New in Government
Relations

Summer is fast approaching and many
legislatures are increasing their pace as
they wind down for the year or prepare

for summer recesses. Over the past
month, we've seen activity on legislative

issues across the country, and have also
continued our outreach to continue
educating lawmakers and engaging
clubs in advocacy.

In this issue, we delve into the
multifaceted landscape of new laws
governing dog rescues, exploring how
recent law changes in multiple states
impact breed rescues.

READ MORE

New Laws Regulating Rescues
- Is Your Breed Rescue in
Compliance?

Lawmakers and state regulatory
agencies across the country have
increasingly expressed concerns about

the health dangers associated with dogs
coming across international or state
lines - especially dogs being imported
for rescues. Over the past six months,
four states have passed new
requirements for rescues bringing dogs
into the state.

It’s important for any clubs involved in
breed rescue to be aware of these new
laws - as well as those currently in
effect - to ensure your rescueiisin
complete compliance.

READ MORE

AKC Joins New York State in
Celebrating Statewide K9
Veterans Day

Last week, a resolution passed the New
York General Assembly to declare
March 13 “K9 Veterans Day” in the
state.

Assembly Resolution 250 declared the

day is to “remember the thousands of
dogs who have served the United
States...with honor, dignity and valor...”
and is based on a national movement by
the K9 Corps to encourage the entire

country to recognize these dogs on
March 13.

READ MORE

AKC Recognized at Tennessee
Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus
Breakfast

OnMarch 27,2024, the American
Kennel Club (AKC) was recognized for
its support of Tennessee sportsmen at
the Tennessee Legislative Sportsmen’s
Caucus breakfast.

The Tennessee Legislative Sportsmen’s
Caucus is a bicameral, bipartisan group
of state legislators who work closely
with conservation partners to protect
and advance sporting traditions in the
state; and has been instrumental in
defeating bills that would have
negatively impacted sporting dog

owners.
READ MORE

AKC GR Hosts Advocacy Booth
at National Agility
Championship

While the nation’s top agility dogs ran,
jumped, climbed, and tunneled, the
American Kennel Club Government
Relations Department (AKC GR) hosted
an information and advocacy booth at
the 2024 AKC National Agility
Championship in Perry, Georgia, to
provide information on legislative issues
that affect dogs and dog owners.

READ MORE

AKC GR Co-Hosts Alabama
Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus
Event

The American Kennel Club (AKC) joined
members of the Alabama Legislative
Sportsmen’s Caucus in celebrating
Alabama’s outdoor heritage at a caucus
breakfast on March 20, 2024, in
Montgomery. Patty Van Sicklen,

Southeastern Regional Manager,
attended on behalf of AKC Government
Relations.

The Alabama Legislative Sportsmen’s
Caucus is a bipartisan group of state
legislators who work to protect and
advance sporting traditions in the state.
Caucus members and event speakers
discussed conservation initiatives and
issues that affect state parks, outdoor
activities, hunting, and angling.

READ MORE

Why India's Ban on Certain
Dog Breeds Misses the Mark:
The Case Against Breed-
Specific Legislation

India's recent decision to ban several

dog breeds deemed “ferocious” has
stirred debate and raised concerns
among animal welfare advocates. While
the government's intentions may be
rooted in public safety, the approach of
targeting specific breeds fails to address
underlying issues and unfairly
demonizes certain dogs based on their
breed alone.

The ban, which encompasses 23 dog
breeds that it deems aggressive,
including Rottweilers, Akitas, and
American Staffordshire Terriers,
reflects acommon misconception that
aggression is inherent to certain breeds.
Research and experts in animal
behavior consistently emphasize that a
dog's behavior is primarily influenced by
individual factors such as socialization,
training, and environment, rather than
breed alone.

READ MORE

Legislative Information and Updates

Linked below are some highlights of pending legislation impacting dog ownership
and dog owners’ rights across the country. For more information on these issues,
and information on how you can get involved, visit the AKC GR Legislative Action
Center here.

Visit the 2024 Legislation Tracking map for the most up-to-date information on

state and federal legislation. This site, updated each weekday, provides the latest
bill text, status, and links to legislative alerts posted by the AKC.

In addition to tracking and responding to legislative proposals, AKC Government
Relations addresses dog-related regulatory proposals from the U.S. federal
government, all 50 states, and the District of Columbia. AKC GR’s Regulatory

Resource Center provides updates on federal and state regulatory issues that may

impact dog owners.

Local

Issues that may affect all Issues specific to your Issues at the city, county,
dog owners in the U.S. state and metropolitan levels,
and in U.S. territories

Please contact AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org for more information
or to let us know what’s happening in your local community.
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