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Diehard Beatles fan that I am, I’m planning 

to spend some of the long Christmas week-

end watching Get Back, the six-hour Beatles 

documentary series. And, as a longtime AKC 

employee fully steeped in canine culture, I’m 

hoping the never-before-seen footage provides 

a glimpse of Paul McCartney’s much-loved Old 

English Sheepdog, Martha. The rambunctious 

sheepdog inspired the Beatles’ 1968 song “Mar-

tha My Dear.”

McCartney acquired Martha in 1966 from 

Ann Davis, the doyenne of England’s bobtail 

breeders. Martha ruled the roost at McCartney’s 

posh London townhouse, one of the all-time 

great bachelor pads, where she frolicked in the 

garden with such visitors as Bob Dylan, Jimi 

Hendrix, Mick Jagger and, of course, John, 

George, and Ringo.

McCartney and his bandmates were famously 

unsentimental about most things. But with Mar-

tha, the dog McCartney yearned for but was re-

fused as a child, he was free to be as sweet and 

silly as he wished without fear of judgment. 

“I remember John being amazed to see me 

being so loving to an animal,” McCartney wrote 

in his memoir. “ ‘I’ve never seen you like this be-

fore.’ I’ve since thought, you know, he wouldn’t 

have. It’s only when you’re cuddling around 

with a dog that you’re in the mode, and she was 

a very cuddly dog.”

All of us at AKC Publications hope the holidays 

find you cuddling close to the “Martha” in your 

life, that special dog who reminds you that all 

you need is love (and kibble, and a good lint 

brush).—B.B.

On Our Cover:  
Smooth and 
wirehaired Ibizan 
Hounds, by  
Meegan Pierotti- 
Tietje. It’s one of 
many outstanding 
photos submitted 
this year by our par-
ent-club breed col-
umnists. For more, 
see this month’s 
“Year in Pictures.” 

Beatles 
for 

Christmas

Paul and Ringo with 
Martha in London, 
1968
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If an inaudible whistle 

blown between our lips 

can send him home to us,  

then silence is perhaps 

the sound of spiders breathing 

and roots mining the earth;  

it may be asparagus heaving,  

headfirst, into the light 

and the long brown sound 

of cracked cups, when 

it happens.  

We would like to ask the dog 

if there is a continuous whir 

because the child in the house  

keeps growing, if the snake 

really stretches full length 

without a click and the sun 

breaks through clouds without 

a decibel of effort,  

whether in autumn, when the trees 

dry up their wells, there isn’t  

a shudder 

too high for us to hear.

What is it like up there 

above the shut-off level 

of our simple ears? 

For us there was no birth cry, 

the newborn bird is suddenly here,  

the egg broken, the nest alive, 

and we heard nothing when the world changed. 

What the Dog Perhaps Hears 
by Lisel Mueller

Photo by Emily Hartman 
Submitted to our 39th AKC Photo Contest.
Enter 43rd contest

https://www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/family-dog/photo-contest/
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FEATURE

We are happy to hear from GAZETTE readers that our 
Breed Columns look better than ever. And that’s 
saying something, considering the parent-club col-

umns have been regular feature in the magazine since the 1930s. 
The upgrade of the section’s visuals has been ongoing these 

past few years. This has included decorating the pages with 
the best stock images from the AKC’s impressive collection of 
purebreds past and present. But the major component of this 
jẍtwy mfx gjjs ymj htsywngzyntsx tk umtytx fsi lwfumnhx kwtr 
our columnists themselves. 

The breed columnists have long been our eyes and ears 
inside the fancy, reporting on events, trends, and controversies 
within the sport of dogs. And now, thanks to the ease of taking 
and disseminating photos made possible by digital technology, 
columnists can illustrate their reports with just the right images 
to make their words come to life. 

In our annual “Year in Pictures” feature, we salute our 
intrepid breed columnists and their clubs with a holiday pack-
age of images they have submitted during the past 11 months.

2021:  
The Year in 
Pictures
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The GAZETTE breed columns have never looked so 
good, thanks to the vivid images supplied by our 
parent-club columnists.

Skye Terrier Sabrina,  
submitted by Judith Tabler, 
Skye Terrier Club of America; 
courtesy Darlene Sumner
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FEATURE

From the very beginning, our breed columnists have helped us learn how their 
breeds were adapted to best perform in their native working environment.

Clockwise from top:  
Alaskan Malamute Buckwheat, of 
Mountain Home kennels, submitted 
by Phyllis I. Hamilton, Alaskan  
Malamute Club of America,  
courtesy Roy and Sue Fuller; 
Ace, a multi-titled Portuguese 
Water Dog, submitted by Carole 
Prangley-McIvor, Portuguese Water 
Dog Club of America,  
courtesy John Brock;
Pointer in the field, submitted  
by Helyne Medeiros, American 
Pointer Club 

In Their 
    Element
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FEATURE

Clockwise from top left: Belgian Tervuren, submitted by Dana B. Mackonis, American Belgian Tervuren Club; Staffordshire  
Bull Terrier, submitted by Erin Sullivan, Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of America; Irish Water Spaniel, submitted by Dana Louttit, Irish Water Spaniel Club of America;  
Dennis Corash and Bedlington, submitted by Lucy Heyman, Bedlington Terrier Club of America, courtesy Dennis Corash; Salukis, submitted by Brian Patrick Duggan, Saluki 
Club of America, photo by Warren Cook; Great Pyrenees, submitted by Karen Reiter, Great Pyrenees Club of America; Papillon, submitted by Roseann Fucillo, Papillon Club 
of America, courtesy Bev Stanley 

Portrait Gallery





https://youtu.be/q3-b-tfMpgw
https://www.kathleenrileyphotography.com/home
mailto:Bud.Boccone%40akc.org%20?subject=
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I t had been a festive year for U.S. Bulldog fanciers celebrating their parent club’s 50th anniversary. Across the 
Atlantic, in stark contrast, 1940 was a nightmare. The Nazi aerial blitz had reduced acres of English cities to 

Bulldog Club of America column, by Mrs. E.J. Brooks:
“I had long cherished the thought of a dinner for our members, and this suggestion met with 

hearty approval. [Members] arrived at the Hotel Brittany, 55 E. 10th Street, New York City, and 
celebrated with good fellowship and splendid cuisine, the double feature, our 50th anniversary 
and the awarding of our annual trophies. …

“Just before the breaking up of our party I had another desire realized. Having asked our president 
if he thought our 
Club could donate 
some money to 
the British, toward 
the purchase of an 
ambulance or some 
other equally wor-
thy cause, Mr. [J.F.] 
Collins asked the 
members thought of the tentative plan of a fund to be sent to the Bulldog Club of England by the 
Bulldog Club of America for the above-mentioned cause. The enthusiastic response was most 
satisfying. In a few minutes we had $50, and at the present writing we have $100, and more 
promised. 

“Some of this money came from friends of our members who own Pekes, Great Danes, 
Dalmatians, and from some who don’t even own a dog. We are very appreciative. It seems such 
f |tsijwkzq ywngzyj kwtr ymnx gjqt{ji gwjji tk tzwx fsi ny hfwwnjx itzgqj xnlsnăhfshj fy ymnx ynrj 
of year: the Christmas spirit of gift-giving and the urgent prayers for a real and lasting peace on 
earth.”

A year after this column’s publication, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. American fanciers did their bit for 

ing peace on earth” prayed for by Mrs. Brooks remains elusive. 

Our December 1940 cover: A Bulldog 
stands guard as Santa pays his annual 
visit. (Art by Arne Lundborg)

1940: A Christmas  

Snapshot

https://bulldogclubofamerica.org
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Brussels Griffons
STAYING ORGANIZED 

One of  the most important aspects of  
organizing our hobby is in the paper-

|twp3 Ymj FPH nx {jw~ xujhnăh ns ymj wjvznwj-
rjsyx ktw wjhtwipjjunsl1 fsi fqq tk  ymj wjvzn-
sites can be found at https://images.akc.org/pdf/
record_keeping.pdf. 

F mfwi2htu~ ăqnsl x~xyjr nx {jw~ mjqukzq3 \j 
all have our personal preferences for organi-
zation methods, the most common being hav-
nsl f ăqj2ktqijw ktw jfhm itl ymfy htsyfnsx mnx 
wjlnxywfynts hjwynăhfyj fsi fqq tymjw ujwynsjsy 
data, including health information, vaccina-
yntsx1 ynyqj hjwynăhfyjx1 fsi xt ts3 Gwjjinsl fsi 
litter information may be kept there as well, or 
ns f xjufwfyj ăqj tw styjgttp3 

Many of  us use computerized methods of  
recordkeeping. There are many very good 
uwtlwfrx f{fnqfgqj3 \mfyj{jw tsj nx zxji1 f 
hard copy of  all breeding records, including 
puppy placements, must also be maintained.

In localities such as mine, where rabies cer-
ynăhfyjx rzxy gj uwjxjsyji ktw fsnrfq2htsywtq 
nsxujhyntsx1 N ăsi ymfy pjjunsl ymj hjwynăhfyjx 
in sleeve protectors in a separate notebook is 
easy for me and the inspector. Arranged by 
ifyj kwtr tqijxy yt sj|jxy1 nyúx f vznhp Ąnu tk  
the cover to see when the next rabies vaccines 
are due. Once a dog receives a booster, his 
sj| hjwynăhfyj hfs gj uzy nsyt ymj xqjj{j uwt-

tector and that dog moved to the back of  the 
gttp3 Fstymjw ltti x~xyjr1 wjvznwnsl xtrj 
initial input, is to utilize your phone or brows-
er’s calendar function so that you will receive 
e-mail reminders letting you know when vac-
cines will be due. It’s also great for keeping on 
top of  expected breeding seasons, and even 
the closing dates of  important shows. 

Ymj FPH st| tẍjwx fs tsqnsj wjhtwipjju-
ing function that is fairly comprehensive. All 
of  the dogs you have ever bred or owned can 

be listed, and statistics possessed by the AKC 
regarding each dog is shown, including sire 
and dam, DNA number, health screening, 
litter information, points earned, titles, and 
(where applicable) coat color. A microchip or 
tattoo number may be added. 

\mfyj{jw ymj rjymtix ~tz ăsi |twp gjxy 
for you, the important thing is to ensure that 
everything is current and pertinent. Having 
comprehensive information readily accessible 
reduces that most tedious aspect of  our sport 

and leaves more time for enjoyment of  our 
Gwzxxjqx Lwnẍtsx3 

—Anne K. Catterson, 
annecatt@gmail.com
Frjwnhfs Gwzxxjqx Lwnẍts Fxxthnfynts 

Cavalier King Charles Spaniels
THE REJUVENATE BIO PROJECT AND MITRAL 

VALVE DISEASE 

Mitral valve disease—or, more appro-
priately, myxomatous mitral valve 

inxjfxjönx ymj rtxy htrrts fhvznwji mjfwy 
inxjfxj ns xrfqq itl gwjjix3 Ny hfs fqxt fẍjhy 
larger dogs and is the primary cause of  a new 
rzwrzw ns fs tqijw ujy3 \mjs xujfpnsl |nym 
Cavalier owners, breeders, and veterinarians, 
one would think the condition is endemic to 
the breed and the product of  the Cavalier’s 
heritage. Fortunately, careful breeding pro-
grams have improved longevity in the breed 
and have lessened or delayed the presenta-
tion of the disease. Still, MVD represents a 
major health concern for the Cavalier and 
a burden to the Cavalier owner in terms of  
veterinary expense and early demise of  many 
cherished pets.

You can imagine the excitement when  
xj{jwfq ~jfwx flt ymj Gtfwi fsi tẎhjwx tk  
the ACKCSC and its Charitable Health Trust 
met with cell-biology and genetics researchers 

Brussels Griffon

https://images.akc.org/pdf/record_keeping.pdf
https://images.akc.org/pdf/record_keeping.pdf
mailto:annecatt%40gmail.com?subject=
https://abga.club/
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Wjoz{jsfyj Gnt hfs wj{jwxj R[I wjrfnsx yt 
be seen, but it does appear to arrest the pro-
cess, and by so doing seems to improve the 
hfwinfh kzshynts fsi ymj vzfqny~ tk  hfsnsj qnkj3 

The pilot program is expanding and is set-
ting up a manufacturing and safety run trial, 
as well as securing approval to allow market-
ing through veterinarians for dogs with MVD 
to validate their experimental results. The 
future is very exciting.

—Dr. John V. Ioia, MD, Ph.D

American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
Club 

Chihuahuas 
A BREED WITH HEART

In celebration of  the holiday season, 
let’s be thankful for the “gift of  love” we 

receive every day from these little dogs called 
Chihuahuas.

Most of  us have owned other breeds, but in 
ynrj |j ăsfqq~ ktzsi tzw |f~ yt ymnx kfgzqtzx 
little creature known as the Chihuahua. Once 
owned by one of  these little dogs, you will never 
be without one in your home. The more the 
merrier!

It was proven that the great racehorse 
Xjhwjyfwnfy mfi f mjfwy xnlsnăhfsyq~ qfwljw ymfs 
that of  the average horse. He passed this trait 

yt mnx tẍxuwnsl1 fsi ny gjhfrj pst|s fx ymj 
“X factor.” Today we call this having “heart.” 
Although Secretariat’s heart was not weighed at 
ymj ynrj tk  mnx ijfym1 qfyjw ymj mjfwyx tk  mnx tẍ-
xuwnsl |jwj rjfxzwji yt gj xnlsnăhfsyq~ qfwljw 
than what is usual for horses. 

It is the nature of  all dogs to love and 
bring joy to their family’s lives. Chihuahuas, 
although they are the smallest of  dogs, resem-
ble the great horse Secretariat in that they too 
have the biggest “heart.” They were devel-
oped for companionship, and these little dogs 

take their job seriously. 
At Christmas our Chihuahuas are the theme 

of  our cards as they pose proudly for the cam-
jwf1 itssnsl f wji mfy |nym f |mnyj1 Ązẍ~ gfqq1 
knowing that ball will soon be their play-toy. 
Ymj~ ljsjwtzxq~ tẍjw yt mjqu |wfu Hmwnxyrfx 
gifts and decorate the tree. They especially 
enjoy helping to take down the tree, even if  it’s 
sty vznyj ~jy ynrj3

They possess such angelic little faces, surely 
ymj~ rzxy gj fsljqx xjsy kwtr fgt{j3 \j 
reward these big-hearted little dogs with jew-
elry, fur coats, velvet bedding, and just about 
fs~ymnsl ymjnw mjfwyx ijxnwj3 \j qjy ymjr jfy 
with us, sleep with us, and go out on the town 
with us.

Their diminutive size makes us feel pro-
tective toward them, and macho men have 
been known to turn into baby-talking boys in 
their presence. Their “mommies” keep them 
in their every thought as if  they were one of  
their own children. Talk about “man’s [or 
woman’s] best friend!” 

These little dogs are so in tune with our 
thoughts, we sometimes think they must pos-
sess a human gene. They appear to feel our 
feelings, and at times when we are sad, you 
can literally see tears running down their 
kfhjx3 \j nrrjinfyjq~ hmjjw zu gjhfzxj |j 
don’t want our little dogs to be sad. They 
know exactly how to make us laugh with 

Chihuahua Ch. Tejano Texas Kid, 
1954 (Frasie photo)

mailto:bonefixr%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ackcsc.org
http://www.ackcsc.org
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their fun-loving antics, and always just when 
|j sjji f mjfwykjqy xrnqj3 \mjs ymjxj ÷jsjw-
ln jiø fsljqx ăsi f xzss~ xuty1 ymj~ rf~ qnj 
there for hours, absorbing the sun as if  they 
were recharging their batteries. Surely this 
gives them their special ability to spread sun-
shine in every room in the house. 

The Chihuahua is the ultimate in giving and 
receiving love. Could they too possess that “X 
factor?” 

Christmas is a time to remember others by 
showing our love through giving and receiv-
ing. Every day is Christmas in a Chihuahua’s 
heart.

Merry Christmas, everyone! 
—Virginia (Jenny) Hauber,
wynjynchis@yahoo.com
Chihuahua Club of  America

Havanese
HELP OUT AND MAKE THINGS BETTER

It seems to me that we are a society com-
posed of  gold-medal complainers. From 

complaints about the weather, to the lack of  
tzw kf{twnyj nhj hwjfr Ąf{tw ns ymj xzujwrfw-
ket, nobody complains better than Americans, 
ny xjjrx3 \j fwj sj{jw mfuu~ |nym ymj xyfyzx 
vzt1 ~jy fx |twqi2hqfxx htruqfnsjwx1 mt| rfs~ 
of  us are willing to step up to the plate to 
make things better? The generation of  chil-

iwjs gtws yt LNx wjyzwsnsl kwtr \twqi \fw NN 
were brought up hearing the following words 
in their homes: “Never volunteer.” It was the 
anthem of  their parents. That was then. This 
is now. 

Sometimes, it appears that this sport attracts 
the best complainers of  them all. Yet what do 
these complainers do to change things to make 
them better? It is said that at the end of  the 
day at a dog show, only one person goes home 
happy: the person carrying out the red, white, 

and blue rosette. Everyone else leaves com-
plaining about something: The judging was 
corrupt, the parking lot was bad, the food was 
awful, the bathrooms were dirty. Everyone has 
fs tunsnts fgtzy xtrjymnsl3 Gzy mt| rfs~ 
ujtuqj fwj |nqqnsl yt ljy tẍ ymjnw htzhmjx yt 
work on improving things? Have they joined 
a dog club—an all-breed, group, obedience, 
tw gwjji hqzgD Nk  xt1 mf{j ymj~ tẍjwji yt |twp 
for their club (or clubs) of  choice? Have they 
ălzwji tzy |mfy sjjix yt gj itsj yt rfpj 

things better at a venue, and made suggestions 
toward that end? 

It is tiring listening to complaints when no 
jẍtwy nx rfij g~ ymj htruqfnsjwx yt nruwt{j 
the situation. Maybe it is as simple as remind-
ing people on show grounds to pick up poop 
g~ tẍjwnsl ymjr f uttu gfl fx ymj~ xyfwy yt 
obviously walk away. Or how about bringing 
a broom to a show and sweeping your setup 
and that of your messy neighbor? And while 
you are doing that, pick up what you’ve swept; 
don’t just leave it in a pile for building main-
yjsfshj yt ijfq |nym3 \nuj ymj xnsp tzy ns ymj 
bathroom if you’ve dumped dirty dog water 
or washed food bowls into it. Don’t think of 
maintenance people as your personal maids 
or butlers. Find a paper towel left carelessly 
on the sink? Use another one to pick it up 
and dispose of both of them properly. Is the 
trash bin full, or is there no toilet paper on the 
roll? Find someone at the facility and let them 
pst|3 Gj htzwyjtzx yt tymjwx3 

Outside of  the narrow world of  dog shows, 
think more globally. This ongoing and dread-
ful pandemic has exacerbated many problems 
in our society—food shortage, for one. Of  all 
the things that I have volunteered to do this 
year, from dog club activities to political issues, 
local and national, the most worthwhile time I 
have spent has been distributing food through 
our local food pantry. Not something that 

Havanese

mailto:wynjynchis%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.chihuahuaclubofamerica.com
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nsyjwjxyx ~tzD St uwtgqjr î ăsi xtrjymnsl 
that does interest you, and volunteer! 

There are so many organizations in every 
htrrzsny~ ymfy sjji mjqu fsi hfsúy fẍtwi yt 
hire people. Ask your school system what their 
sjjix fwj1 fsi twlfsn j f iwn{j yt kzqăqq ymfy 
need. Libraries always need money. Set up a 
gttp2htqqjhynts iwtu tẍ1 wzs f gttp xfqj1 fsi 
raise money for the library. You can do it! 

Itsúy htruqfns fgtzy htsinyntsx3 \twp yt 
make them better. Turn the saying “never vol-
unteer” into “always volunteer.” 

—Alice L. Lawrence,
pulifuzz@aol.com
Havanese Club of  America  

Italian Greyhounds
ITALIAN GREYHOUND TEMPERAMENT

The breed’s AKC standard does not men-
tion temperament. However, anyone 

ywzq~ kfrnqnfw |nym ymj Nyfqnfs Lwj~mtzsi 
understands that this is a sighthound, in spite 
of his small size, and as such, he does not have 
the same attitude toward life as that of a ter-
wnjw tw f |twpnsl gwjji3 Ymj NL nx f x|jjy1 
{jw~ fẍjhyntsfyj itl |mt xtrjynrjx hfwwnjx 
those characteristics to the point of neediness. 
F mfuu~ NL nx kzs qt{nsl fsi kzqq tk jsymzxn-
asm for the people and things near and dear 
yt mnr3 Mj hfs gj vznwp~ fsi fx hmfsljfgqj 

fx ymj |nsi3 Ns Ljwrfs mnx sfrj nx windspiel, 
which literally means “play of the wind” or 
“playing with the wind.” He is intelligent and 
nrflnsfyn{j gzy sty vznyj fx jfxnq~ ywfnsfgqj fx 
some other breeds that were created to serve 
ymjnw mzrfsx ns f xujhnăh |f~3 

Ymj NL hfs gj inẎhzqy yt xmt|1 rfnsq~ 
gjhfzxj mnx fẍjhynts nx kthzxji hmnjĄ~ ts mnx 
immediate family and others he knows well, 

and he is not very interested in entertaining 
strangers. That means he is not fond of being 
expected to behave like a puppet on a string, 
constantly and eagerly responding to the bid-
ding of his handler with mobile, alerting ears 
fsi wfuy fyyjsynts yt gfny tw f xvzjfp~ yt~3 
Neither is he likely to immediately connect 
with a judge, who is a stranger to him. 

Xtrjynrjx fs Nyfqnfs Lwj~mtzsi |nqq wjfhy 

negatively to a judge going over his body 
with heavy hands—or cold ones—by backing 
away. This is typical sighthound behavior, and 
judges who understand this mindset will not 
fault a dog for it—at least they shouldn’t. 

That is not to say that the dog should have 
a panic attack when confronted by a stranger 
tw yw~ yt ozru tẍ ymj yfgqj |mnqj gjnsl j}fr-
ined, but nor should he be expected to behave 
as if anyone who approaches him is immedi-
ately his best friend. 

Ymj y~unhfq NL nx htwinfq yt xywfsljwx gzy 
not overly demonstrative with them. Judges 
of this breed should always keep that in mind. 
Xt xmtzqi xtrj sj|htrjwx yt NLx |mt ymnsp 
they should breed for a tougher, showier, 
almost terrierlike temperament. Such behav-
ntw nx sty htwwjhy ktw ymj Nyfqnfs Lwj~mtzsi3 

Xtrj Nyfqnfs Lwj~mtzsix fwj wjqzhyfsy yt 
use their ears when in a strange or new situa-
tion. It is well for judges to remember that the 
original purpose for alerting ears was to make 
sure that those ears go into a proper rosed 
position and not straight up. In other words, it 
should not gj f wjvznwjrjsy ymfy ymj jfwx fwj 
operated repeatedly like semaphores. 

Nor should the dog be judged on his ability 
and willingness to do what is essentially a “happy 
tap-dance” in order to be considered worthy. 
Rtxy NL t|sjwx mf{j hmtxjs ymnx gwjji ktw 
its interesting and individualistic behavior as 

Italian Greyhound

mailto:pulifuzz%40aol.com?subject=
htpp://www.Havanese.org
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stay in line without crowding the exhibit in 
front of you.

The judge will then examine each dog indi-

vidually on the table prior to moving him. The 
j}mngnytw xmtzqi uqfhj fsi vznjyq~ xjy ymjnw itl 
up on the table while the previous dog is mov-

ing for the judge. As soon as the previous dog is 
ăsnxmji rt{nsl1 ymj ozilj |nqq yzws fwtzsi fsi 
expect to see the next exhibit set up and ready 

for examination. 
\nym ymj Ujpnsljxj xyfsifwi ns rnsi1 ymj 

judge will go over the dog completely, usually 
xyfwynsl |nym ymj mjfi3 Gjhfzxj ymj Ujpnsljxj 
when lifted should be surprisingly heavy for his 
size, it is necessary to determine this by prop-
erly lifting the dog. The exhibitor should be 
prepared for the judge to lift the dog to deter-
mine if  he is heavy and compact for his size.

A judge will often want to compare the dogs, 
so exhibitors should be prepared to return their 
dog to the table if  asked. Two dogs may be set 
up on the table at one time for this comparison. 
If  the judge wishes to do an additional exam-
ination, the dog must be returned to the table.

Exhibitors should practice at home if  they 
wish to use bait or toys in the ring. Too many 
times bait falls out of  an exhibitor’s pocket or 
nx fhhnijsyfqq~ iwtuuji ts ymj Ąttw1 inxywfhy-
ing the other dogs in the ring—and wasting 
time while it has to be picked up. 

Do not feed your Pekingese during the 
judge’s examination on the table. The judge 
wants the dog to stand still for the exam and 
not be lunging or grabbing for food. 

Gj xjsxnyn{j yt ymj fslqj fsi ymj oziljúx qnsj 
tk  {nxnts ts ymj ăsfq wjyzws tk  lfnynsl3 Rfs~ 
times exhibitors wave the bait in the judge’s 
eyes or face while trying to get expression on 
the dog. Using a toy while gaiting your dog is 
ăsj nk  ~tz fwj ymj tsq~ j}mngnytw1 gzy ny hfs gj 

Pekingese: Ch. Chik T’Sun of Caversham, 1959
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hock, or at odd 45-degree angles, some people 
kjjq xmtwyjsx ymj gti~3 Gzy ymj ufsyx1 uwtujwq~ 
blended into the body coat, with the help of  a 
long, full tail, contribute to the circular shape 
and outline we are trying to present. The pants 
ln{j ymj itl ÷ăsnxmø yt ymj xmfujö|m~ hzy 
ymjr tẍD Pjjunsl ymj ufsyx ts tkyjs mjqux yt 
make the tail-set look better as well. An overly 
scissored body coat and a short, low tail-set is 
tẍjsxn{j yt ymnx gjfzynkzq1 kzqq2htfyji gwjji3 

Forequarters:  ÷Ymj htfy xmtzqi ktwr f wzẍ 
around the neck, framing the head.” This 
xmtzqi nsinhfyj ymfy ymj wzẍ flfns htsywng-
utes to that rounded appearance. The chest 
fx |jqq gqjsix nsyt ymfy wzẍ1 hwjfynsl f ăsnxm3 
There should never be breaks or obvious 
fslqjx ns ymfy tzyqnsj3 Ymj wzẍ ăyx nsyt ymj 
chest, and the feather on the back of  the legs 
and should be a soft transition from the leg, 
into tiny feet. They should not be trimmed 
up leaving a part of  the leg or feet exposed. 
The outline should always be soft, blending 
from one part to the next. 

In conclusion, I would say, there appear to 
be three ways to trim the Pomeranian: badly, 
where the dog is trimmed in a manner that 
leaves too much coat in the wrong places, 
detracting from the correct outline; over-trim-
ming, where too much coat is removed to the 
point that the harsh outer coat cannot even 
be detected, and destroying the correct out-

qnsj@ fsi ywnrrji htwwjhyq~1 qjf{nsl xzẎhnjsy 
coat to evaluate the double coat and tidying 
up where necessary to accentuate the correct 
outline. —C.H.

Thank you, Chris, for sharing this educa-
tional article!

—Stephanie Hentschel,
darrightkennels@gmail.com
American Pomeranian Club 

Shih Tzu
THE SHIH TZU TAIL

Many breeders have commented on the 
many incorrect tail-sets they are seeing 

on Shih Tzu in the ring these days. The breed 
standard calls for a teacup-handle tail that is 
set on high, heavily plumed, and carried in 
a curve well over the back. A tail that is too 
qttxj1 ytt ynlmy1 ytt Ąfy1 tw ytt qt|2xjy nx zsij-
sirable and should be penalized to the extent 
of  the deviation. An improper tail-set and/or 
carriage detracts from the desired balance and 
outline of  the Shih Tzu, seen in the Illustrated 
Guide to the Shih Tzu Standard. 

\mnqj ymj xyfsifwi itjx sty rjsynts qjslym 
of  neck, the Shih Tzu should have enough 
neck to balance with the arch of  the tail. This 
creates an overall balanced appearance that is 
qtxy nk  ymj yfnq nx ytt Ąfy1 hzwqji1 tw xjy ytt qt|3

Remember as you assess overall balance that 

a white tail-tip on a dark-colored dog creates 
the optical illusion of  a shorter back. In addi-
tion, a young and excited puppy may some-
ynrjx Ąfl mnx tw mjw yfnq f gny zsynq ymj |jnlmy 
of  the hair pulls the tail down into the correct 
utxnynts fx ymj itl rfyzwjx3 Gjhfzxj ymj tzy-
going, happy, friendly, and trusting tempera-
ment is such a key hallmark of  the breed, no 
Shih Tzu should ever drop their tail in the ring 
when moving or when standing still. 

On a mature dog, you should be able to insert 
your hand between the tail and the dog’s back 
when the tail is correct. However, some Shih Tzu 

do not like their tails being “fussed with” when 
being set up, brushed, or examined. They may 
let you know this by temporarily twisting these 
appendages into really peculiar shapes. Once 
they start moving, however, their tails should 
wjyzws yt ymj ijxnwji yjfhzu2mfsiqj utxnynts3 G~ 
contrast, a handler may be able to set up a dog 
xt ymfy f qt| yfnq2xjy fuujfwx yt gj htwwjhy3 \mjs 
such a dog starts moving, its sloping croup and 
low tail-set are revealed. 

öOt Fss \mnyj1
joawhite@juno.com
American Shih Tzu Club

(Left) The desired balance and outline of the Shih Tzu, as seen in this image from the Illustrated Guide to 
the Shih Tzu Standard; (right) examples of correct and faulty tail-set and carriage.

mailto:darrightkennels%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.americanpomeranianclub.org/
mailto:joawhite%40juno.com?subject=
http://www.shihtzu.org
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them during the party. They feel important to 
be asked—and so they are!

It yw~ yt xujsi f qnyyqj vzfqny~ ynrj |nym ymj 
Gnhmtsx j{jw~ if~ izwnsl ymj mtqnif~x3 Mjwjúx 
to long walks on crisp winter days—a great 
|f~ yt qt|jw xywjxx ktw fqq& \mjs ymj |jfymjw 
outside is frightful, you might play some inside 
games with your dogs or teach them some new 
tricks. Hide and seek is always fun. Sometimes 
I sit mine in a row in front of  me and ask each 
tsj yt it f inẍjwjsy gjmf{ntw3 Pjju ny kzs1 
and use nutritious treats.

Here’s to a healthy, happy holiday season!
öRf~st Gqfsinsl1 
maynob@gmail.com
Gnhmts Kwnxj Hqzg tk  Frjwnhf 

Boston Terriers
ETIQUETTE OF SPORTSMANSHIP

A rjrgjw tk  ymj Gtxyts Yjwwnjw Hqzg 
tk  Frjwnhf wjvzjxyji fs fwynhqj ts ymj 

importance of  good sportsmanship. Thanks 
so much for the suggestion. If  you would like 
to see a column about a topic that could help 
educate owners or an experience that could 
gjsjăy tymjwx1 j2rfnq rj fy patsgrooming@gmail.
com. Communication is a wonderful thing, and 
ufxy fsi kzyzwj ljsjwfyntsx gjsjăy kwtr ymj 
knowledge. 

Sportsmanship is one of  the most important 

issues and the foundation of  bringing people 
ytljymjw fsi pjjunsl ymj gwjji fqn{j3 \j jfhm 
are examples that people follow, good and 
gfi3 \mjs xnyynsl fwtzsi ymj wnsl tw xmt|nsl 
dogs, our actions tell a lot about our charac-
yjw3 Wjrjrgjw |mjs ~tz ăwxy xyfwyji ltnsl yt 

itl xmt|x fsi tgxjw{ji mt| Gtxyts Yjwwnjw 
owners reacted to winning and losing. The 
observation might have helped you decide 
whether to become a member of  the club in 
seeing how friendly and helpful people could 
be, helping you learn about the breed.  

R~ t|s ăwxy j}ujwnjshj |fx gfi1 |mjs N 
asked a woman who won if  I might buy a dog 
to show from her and was told she had a blue-
j~ji Gtxyts xmj |tzqi xjqq rj3 ĵfwx qfyjw 
that same person wanted to buy a puppy from 
me, and she forgot she had been cruel—but 
I didn’t forget. The impressions we make can 
fẍjhy ymj qn{jx tk  ujtuqj fsi rfpj ymjr sty 
want to be a part of  our club.  

\nymtzy rjrgjwx ymj hqzg injx1 fsi |nym ny 
ymj mnxytw~ tk  ymj Gtxyts Yjwwnjw3 Yt xzxyfns 
the breed we need to have young people to 
show, as well as pet owners who don’t show 
dogs. Make people feel comfortable and a part 
of  things.  

I am the meet-and-greet person for the 
Gtxyts Yjwwnjw Hqzg tk  Stwym Hfwtqnsf1 
which means talking to people you don’t know 
around the ring and giving small bags of  com-
plimentary goodies. The reaction of  how it 
makes people feel is amazing. Some exhibitors 
showing dogs have traveled a long way and 
qt{j ymj pnsi ymtzlmy3 \mjs ymjxj ujtuqj xjj 
us saying unkind words about dogs, judges, 
tw jfhm tymjw1 ymfy nx f yzws2tẍ3 Ny mzwyx tzw 

Gtxyts Yjwwnjw kwtr mf{nsl rtwj |twpnsl 
members and exhibitors coming to specialty 
shows. Keep from saying your bad thoughts; 
save them for when you are back at your car. 
Remember, people are watching you!  

\j fqq sjji yt gj lwfhntzx1 |mjymjw |ns-
ner or loser, which some of  us forget. There 
is only one winner on a given day, and if  the 
same person won every time, no one else 
would waste their money to show. If  you win, 
thank other exhibitors, and say there were 
f qty tk  snhj itlx ns ymj wnsl3 Gj lwfhntzx 
always. If  you don’t win, suck it up and smile, 
saying congratulations to the winners. It’s a 
sport! Enjoy the fellowship afterward; remem-
gjw1 ymj ozilj rfij ymj ijhnxnts3 Gfi xutwyx-
manship has no place at dog shows. Everyone 
wants to win, but don’t let it spoil friendships. 
\j fqq qjfws kwtr jfhm tymjw3 Ymj |nssjw ~tz 
acted ugly to may be someone you later want 
to buy a dog from or whose male you want to 
breed your female to. 

Ltti xutwyxrfsxmnu nx f |ns ktw j{jw~tsj3 
Gjktwj ~tz xujfp zspnsiq~1 ymnsp? \tzqi ~tz 
like someone to say that about your dog? 
Realize people can hear you and may decide 
they want no part of  crazy. The dog show is 
no place to show your temper. Keep it behind 
hqtxji ittwx3 Nk  ~tz qt{j ymj Gtxyts Yjwwnjw 
and want people to have a positive impression 
of  the breed, remember that words make a 

Boston Terrier: show poster, Boston, early 
20th century

mailto:maynob%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.bichon.org
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Go walking in a winter wonderland. If  you have 
a park or an area that does it up for the hol-
idays, plan on a stroll with your four-legged 
friend to see the light displays in your area.

Christmas baking. If  you enjoy baking and 
cooking, you can add your dog as your sous-
hmjk3 t̂z |nqq ăsi st gjyyjw pnyhmjs mjqujw 

than your dog, He will, of  course, be more 
ymfs mfuu~ yt gj ~tzw tẎhnfq yfxyj2yjxyjw -|nym 
appropriate and safe foods). And consider 
doing some baking for your dog as well—there 
are tons of  great homemade dog-treat recipes 
available online.  

Include an animal shelter on your gift list. Let’s 

not forget those animals who don’t have a 
home of  their own this year. Plan on taking 
something useful to your local animal shelter 
or adoption agency. A bag of  food, some new 
blankets, or some fun toys would go a long 
way in making their season merry and bright 
as they look for their forever homes. 

Christmas and the holidays are a time for 
caring and sharing. Plan on activities that you 
can share with your dog while caring for oth-
ers. The best gift you can share is your time.

 Merry Christmas and happy holidays, and 
mjwjúx yt f |tsijwkzq 7577&

öOfs \fwwjs Qnss³1
 janlinne56@yahoo.com
Dalmatian Club of  America 

French Bulldogs
HEMANGIOSARCOMA

Hemangiosarcoma is a silent killer of  our 
itlx3 \j tkyjs ijyjhy stymnsl |wtsl 

until it is too late to intervene.
The word hemangio nx kwtr Lwjjp wttyx1 |nym 

hem meaning “blood,” angi meaning “vessel,” 
and -oma indicating a mass, growth, or tumor. 

Hemangiomas arise in the cells lining blood 
vessels. Sarcoma -fqxt kwtr f Lwjjp wtty. nx 
a malignancy that develops from connec-
tive tissues. A hemangioma is benign, while 
hemangiosarcoma is a cancer that forms in 

blood vessels. They typically form in the heart, 
spleen, and liver. The spleen is the most com-
mon origin of  the malignancy. Sometimes 
hemangiomas are discovered by accident 
when the veterinarian is looking for another 
issue. Surgery is the only answer and must be 
itsj vznhpq~ yt f{tni ymj utxxngnqny~ tk  xutsyf-
neous rupture. If  the tumor ruptures, the dog 
will not survive due to bleeding out into the 
abdominal cavity.

According to an article in the VCA by 
Debbie Stoewen and Christopher Pinard, 
both DVMs, “Signs of  internal bleeding 
include lethargy, weakness, collapse, decreased 
appetite, and a distended abdomen. If  the 
bleeding is severe (and untreated), it can lead 
to death. Rupture of  these tumors is a medical 
emergency.”

If  the tumor has been discovered prior to 
rupture and removed surgically, then chemo-
therapy is recommended. There is an issue 
of  metastasis to other organs that may be 
involved, such as the kidneys, lungs, spinal 
cord, and brain. Often the means of  discovery 
is through an X-ray or ultrasound.

The Morris Animal Foundation provides the 
following information: 

÷J{js |mjs f yzrtw nx vznhpq~ ijyjhyji fsi 
removed, the outlook for dogs with hemangio-
sarcoma is grim. Statistics show that:

• Average survival time with surgery alone is 

It can be “interesting”  
to have your Dalmatian help 
with decorating.

mailto:%20janlinne56%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.thedca.org  
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judge? Do you see people use unfair ring tac-
tics? Does a handler push her dog out of  line 
toward the center of  the ring? Hopefully the 
judge will notice such unsportsmanlike behav-
ior and correct the person. The same applies 
|mjs fs j}mngnytw ymwt|x gfny ts ymj Ąttw yt 
upset the competition, or backs into the entry 
behind them in line, leaving them little room 
to show. All of  this is unsportsmanlike. It will 
be noticed, and sooner or later it will come 
back to haunt the person doing it.

An increasing phenomenon seems to be judge 
intimidation, such as an exhibitor walking up to 

confront the judge after what the person feels is 
an unfair decision. Some are even bold enough 
to do it in the ring, and some even feel free to 
loudly criticize the winner in front of  the judge 
and the other competition.

Judges can help here by drawing a bright 
line around such behavior whenever it is 
encountered. They should call out these 
exhibitors on their behavior and if  necessary 
report it to a bench committee.

If  you are old enough to remember tennis 
star Jimmy Connors, you might recall that the 
tennis courts were rife with bad behavior at 

the time he was competing. Players threw rac-
vzjyx1 hzwxji fy oziljx1 fsi |jwj ljsjwfqq~ tzy 
of  control. This all occurred when my husband 
|fx ăwxy yjfhmnsl rj yt ltqk3 N fxpji mnr |m~ 
you didn’t see this behavior from golf  profes-
sionals, as that sport was also being widely tele-
vised. He said, “As you learn to play, you will 
learn that the rules of  golf  are very strict, and 
they are strictly enforced. No one would think 
of  doing these things, and if  they did the conse-
vzjshjx1 |tzqi gj nrrjinfyj fsi xj{jwj3ø

G~ t{jwqttpnsl uttw xutwyxrfsxmnu1 |j 
jsfgqj rtwj tk  ymjxj nshnijsyx yt thhzw3 \twxj 
yet, our novices are also in the ring, and this 
presents them with an unfavorable impression. 
Ymj~ rf~ xjj ymnx fsi vzny ymj xutwy1 tw ymj~ 
may think that this behavior is the way to suc-
ceed and emulate it. Either way, the sport of  
dogs is the ultimate loser. 

Breeder appreciation. On a positive note, here 
is a lovely way to thank your breeder for a 
wonderful dog. Recently a friend of  mine 
had a litter celebrate a birthday. She posted 
ymj unhyzwjx tk  ymj Ąt|jwx xjsy yt mjw g~ ymj 
owner of  one of  her puppies, and another 
uzuu~ t|sjw xjsy f gfxpjy tk  kwzny& Gwjjijwx 
appreciate photos of  their dogs and little notes 
ts ymjnw uwtlwjxx3 Ymj~ fqxt qnpj gjnsl ymj ăwxy 
yt qjfws tk  f |ns1 vzfqnk~nsl xhtwj1 tw tymjw 
fhmnj{jrjsy g~ ymjnw qnyyqj tsjx3 Gjnsl pnsi 
to your breeder, listening to their advice, and 

communicating with your breeder and others 
in your breed and in the sport will be fun for 
you, and it will help you build a community of  
friends both in and out of  your breed.

The essence of  manners is treating others as 
you would like to be treated, and looking for 
ways to show your thoughtfulness and gratitude. 

—Debbie Lynch, 
dlnpoconsult@gmail.com
Keeshond Club of  America

Lhasa Apsos
LIVING IN THIN AIR

The Lhasa Apso is native to Tibet, a 
remote country of  high altitude, an 

unforgiving climate, and harsh living condi-
yntsx3 Ymj gwjjiúx um~xnvzj fsi hmfwfhyjw 
xmtzqi wjĄjhy nyx twnlnsx? f xyzwi~ qnyyqj rtzs-
tain dog, physically lean and strong, capable 
of  thriving in extreme conditions.

Lhasa, the capital of  Tibet, sits at 11,450 
feet; the Potala palace, former home to the 
Ifqfn Qfrf1 nx mnlmjw ~jy1 fy t{jw 671555 kjjy3 
Scientists recently discovered a “superathlete” 
gene inherited by Tibetans 40,000 years ago 
from an extinct line of  early hominids that 
helps them to endure such high altitudes. 
Yngjyfsx zxj t}~ljs inẍjwjsyq~ ymfs fs~ tymjw 
humans and have fewer red blood cells, a trait 
thought to avoid clots and strokes associated 

Keeshond

mailto:dlnpoconsult%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.keeshond.org
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responsible for maintaining the registries of  the 
native Japanese breeds. Prior to AKC breed 
wjhtlsnynts ns 6>>71 Frjwnhfs Xmngf kfshnjwx 
urged AKC to recognize a Japanese registry—
either NIPPO or the JKC—so that ongoing 
importation of  breeding stock from the country 
of  origin could continue. The AKC did subse-
vzjsyq~ hmttxj yt wjhtlsn j OPH3 Ymj hzwwjsy 
and soon-ending JKC policies have allowed full 
JKC registration of  any Shiba that is registered 
with NIPPO. 

Truth be told, NIPPO—not the JKC—is the 

registry with which the vast majority of  Shiba 
Inu in Japan are registered. The vast majority of  
preservation breeders of  Shiba Inu in Japan only 
register their dogs with NIPPO because they 
do not participate in JKC events, only NIPPO 
wjlntsfq fsi sfyntsfq xmt|x3 Ymj SNUUT Lwfsi 
National Show held in Japan annually will bring 
fs jsyw~ tk  fuuwt}nrfyjq~ =55 Xmngfx3 

Mnlm2vzfqny~ Xmngfx nrutwyji kwtr Ofufs 
can do much for an individual breeding  

program and improve existing stock (Haskett 
fsi Mtzxjw1 6>><.3 Rtxy tk  ymj ytu2vzfqny~ 
Shiba Inu imported from Japan by American 
Shiba fanciers come from NIPPO breeders 
and are NIPPO registered. Early Shiba ken-
sjqx rfij xnlsnăhfsy htsywngzyntsx |nym ymjnw 
nrutwyji SNUUT ktzsifynts itlx? \nsihfxyqj 
Shibas, Mokelumne-Reno Sakura Shibas, 
Taichung Shibas, and San Jo Shibas, to name 
a few. These contributions continue today, as 
breeders diligently work to preserve the Shiba 
Inu’s essence and internal strength, which goes 
beyond a written standard.  

The late, respected NIPPO breeder Nobuo 
Atsumi told the American Shiba fanciers we 
have a great responsibility to the breed: “It is 

becoming more important for American breed-
ers to have a correct understanding of  what 
makes a Shiba a Shiba Inu.” 

Currently, an American fancier who wishes to 
import a NIPPO-registered Shiba simply sub-
mits the dog’s NIPPO registration and pedigree, 
along with a registration application, to the JKC. 
The JKC then issues full JKC registration and a 
÷Hjwynăji J}utwy Ujinlwjjø ktw ymfy itl1 |mnhm 
includes the full names, NIPPO registration 
numbers, and colors of  the ancestors, as well as 
the JKC registered name and JKC number for 
the dog. This important process will all change 
fx tk  Ofszfw~ 61 75773 Ymj OPH fsstzshji 
ymfy1 izj yt f wjvznwjrjsy tk  ymj Kjijwfynts 
H~stqtlnvzj Nsyjwsfyntsfqj -KHN.1 ymj OPH |nqq 
no longer issue full JKC registration for NIPPO-
registered dogs. Instead, the NIPPO dog will be 
issued an “Appendix” registration with the JKC, 
which will lack the above information. This will 
sty gj xzẎhnjsy nsktwrfynts ktw ymj FPH yt 
accept for AKC registration.  

\mfy |nqq ymnx xjwntzx hmfslj it yt kzyzwj 
lines and the Shiba Inu in the near future if  the 
SXHF fsi ymj FPH it sty ăsi f xtqzynts yt 
accept NIPPO-registered imports?  “The door 
to importation of  the best dogs from the coun-
try of  origin will close, and our breed will 
xzẍjw ymj ljsjynh htsxjvzjshjx fx f wjxzqy3ø 
A decrease or narrowly limited availability 
ns mnlm2vzfqny~ ljsjynh rfyjwnfq |nqq hmfslj 

Shiba Inu imports with influence on the breed  
include NIPPO-registered foundation dog Oki, 
above left, and two more recently imported NIPPO- 
registered foundation males, right and far right.



mailto:lettyhughes.nsca%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:%20jeri.burnside.NSCA%40gmail.com?subject=
https://shibas.org/



mailto:Ambrier%40aol.com?subject=
http://wp.tsca.ws
mailto:sonamkushner%40gmail.com?subject=
https://ttca-online.org
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provide guidance and coordinate the reim-
bursement process. 

In the absence of  a genetic test, owners are 
encouraged to submit health updates and 
information on dogs who have been diagnosed 
with stomach cancer to an online database 
run by Thea van Niekerk in the Netherlands, 
÷Nsyjwsfyntsfq Wjlnxyjw tk  Gjqlnfs Xmjumjwix 
with Stomach Cancer” (http://www.belgian- 
stomachcancer.com/index.htm.3 G~ xzgrnyynsl 
your dogs’ information to this registry, even 
those who have died, others can potentially 
consider risk in proposed breedings.

You do not need to be a member of  any club 
to participate in this study. You only need to 
qt{j tzw Gjqlnfsx fsi |fsy yt mjqu zx ljy ts 
the path to eradicating this deadly disease. 

öIfsf G3 Rfhptsnx1
cachetnoir@yahoo.com
Frjwnhfs Gjqlnfs Yjw{zwjs Hqzg

Bouviers des Flandres
A BOUVIER IS FIRST TO ACHIEVE HIGHEST-LEVEL 

AKC RALLY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Mjjy ymj FPHúx ăwxy2j{jw WFHM :1 
RACH 6, and RACH 7 titleholder. 

Fsi1 ~jx1 xmjúx f Gtz{njw&
Ns Ijhjrgjw 75751 N xytti tzyxnij ymj 

Gtz{njw wnsl ns Twqfsit |mjs f hmfwr-
nsl Gtz{njw hfrj zu yt rj fsi wtqqji t{jw 

to have her stomach rubbed. That’s how 
I met the history-making Jaheira and her 
t|sjw1 Gjhp~ \tqkjw3 Ofmjnwfúx ktwrfq sfrj 
nx WFHM < \jxykfqqúx Rnxx Ofmjnwf Ofpfw 
Itsqjj1 HI1 UHI1 GS1 WR 68 WFJ 6:1 

KIH1 GHFY1 YPS1 HLHF1 YMIFöymj 
ăwxy itl tk  fs~ gwjji yt fhmnj{j ymj FPHúx 
RACH (Rally Champion) 5, 6, and 7. Yes, 
xmjúx f Gtz{njw3 Gjhp~ ytqi rj1 ÷St tsj 
gjqnj{jx f Gtz{njw nx f wfqq~ itl1 qjy fqtsj tsj 

with multiple high-level titles.”
Gjhp~ xmfwji mjw ktwrzqf ktw xzhhjxx3 ÷Nyúx fqq 

about spending time with them. The blue rib-
bon is not important, only the green (indicating 
f vzfqnk~nsl xhtwj.3 Ymjwj fwj uqjsy~ tk  ywnfqx 
where we had a great score but no placement, 
because we are slow. Ties in rally are broken 
g~ ynrj3 Gtz{njwx fwj sty xujji ijrtsx1 tkyjs 
doing things in their own time. I would rather 
have a good score and a green ribbon then 
try to be fast and risk making a mistake. It’s 
important to have fun and if  need be ‘act a 
fool.’ My dogs love acting a fool in the ring. I 
think they do it on purpose for attention. 

÷Xmt|nsl f Gtz{njw ns wfqq~ yjfhmjx 
patience, humility, and above all to have a 
sense of  humor. It teaches you that it’s the 
journey, not the endpoint, that matters. It 
teaches you how to read your dog and be 
a team. It strengthens the relationship with 
your dog. I have met many wonderful people 
and made many new friends from doing rally. 
Those of  us with the ‘nontraditional’ breeds 
tend to stick together and cheer each other on. 
Nyúx xt rzhm kzs yt gj ymjwj |mjs fstymjw ùtẍ 
breed’ gets a RACH. 

÷Ymj xyzggtws fsi nsijujsijsy Gtz{njw nx 
not an easy breed. They do things their own 
way. They don’t like being told what to do and 
absolutely hate repetition, so you can’t keep 
practicing the same thing over and over. They 

Bouvier des Flandres: Ch. Naris du Posty Arlequin, 1970 
(Gilbert photo)
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amount of  milk for the pups at hand.” 
The breeder’s interaction with a singleton 

involves more work than with a larger lit-
ter, as they must emulate the experiences of  
everyday full-litter activities with the lone pup 
kwtr ymj ăwxy if~ tk  nyx gnwym3 Ns rzqynuqj2uzu 
litters, there is the usual pushing and shoving 
between siblings for possession of  the best 
yjfy1 |nym tsj uzu szilji tẍ tw fstymjw tsj 
hqnrgji zuts g~ nyx xngqnsl yw~nsl ktw inẍjwjsy 
coveted spot. Here the breeder imitates the 
xfrj fhyn{ny~ g~ ljsyq~ uzxmnsl ymj uzu tẍ ymj 
teat while nursing, using their hands to roll the 
puppy as if  a sibling were shoving, or applying 
ljsyqj ăsljw ÷|fqpnslø uwjxxzwj t{jw ymj uzu-
py’s body to duplicate another climbing over 
it. Many breeders put small plush toys in with 
the singleton as substitute siblings for the pup 
to shove, jostle, and climb over, as well as plac-
ing these around the sleeping pup to mimic 
pack-huddling for warm and comfort.

As with normal-size litters, socialization is 
key, and with a singleton’s lack of  siblings, 
this is even more so. If  there are other adult 
Canaan bitches in the household, it’s not 
uncommon for one or more of  them to hop 
into the whelping box once the dam allows 
it to help raise the pup, including teaching 
it good manners as well as socializing it to 
other dogs. This is a pack behavior trait that 
Canaans have retained through millennia, 

and these nannies will make sure that the pup 
learns bite inhibition, not to be too pushy, 
and other social niceties. The breeder adds 
the human socialization factor in having the 
pups meet friends, children, and other ani-
mals when appropriate to round out crucial 
early education. All this hard work is rewarded 
when the singleton develops into a well-ad-
justed Canaan, ready for a full life ahead of  
him or her, whether as a show or performance 
champion and/or a beloved family pet. 

Lwfyjkzq ymfspx yt ymj ktqqt|nsl Hfsffs 
Dog breeders with their insight on singleton 
qnyyjwx? Gw~sf Htrxp~ -MfúFwjy  Hfsffs 
Dogs), Donna and Jackie Davison (Davison’s 
Doggone Acres), Cynthia Dodson and David 
Ltqijs -Wj{jqfynts Pfsffsn Hfsffs Itlx.1 
Fqqf Ljwjy  -MfYnp{f Hfsffsx.1 Wn{jw 
Rock Canaan Dogs (Christina Miller), and 
Catherine Oskow (Mazel Tov Canaan Dogs). 

öIjsnxj F3 Ltwits1
desertstarcanaans@yahoo.com
Canaan Dog Club of  America, Inc. 

Cardigan Welsh Corgis
HAIR TODAY, GONE TOMORROW

It all started months ahead of  the big event. 
The excitement of  another national, and a 

chance to show my specials dog. I wanted her 
yt gj ns ujfp htsinynts3 \j |fqpji ifnq~ fsi 

worked on our presentation skills during the 
outings. Every day we got up on the grooming 
table and had a serious, regimented process of  
combing, nail-grinding, trimming of  the pads, 
and teeth-scaling. Then we took the opportu-
nity to practice our examination on the table 
itself. Anyone who was crazy enough to visit 
the house was asked to go over dogs on the 
table to give them that experience. (This may 
explain why no one comes to visit anymore. 
All this time I thought it was due to the Covid-
19 situation!)

The next training tool was the treadmill. 

Now I have learned that not every dog I own 
likes exercising on one of  these contraptions. 
Some will run right up onto the unit, while 
others hide in the bedroom in hopes I can’t 
ăsi ymjr fy fqq3 Tsj ufwynhzqfw itl |fx fijuy 
at relieving his bowels while in full motion, a 
skill not attained by many. Obviously, this sent 
a clear message that perhaps he didn’t enjoy 
the treadmill as much as I would have liked. Of  
course, others would just give me a funny look 
and lock up their feet so that the machine just 
Ązsl ymjr tẍ ymj jsi fsi ymj~ htzqi in{j ktw 
cover. This specials dog loved the treadmill and 

Cardigan Welsh Corgi
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seeing 30-plus dogs all at one show. These 
ăwxy2ynrjwx lty yt rjjy ymj qfwljw Knssnxm 
Lapphund community and said they learned 
a lot by watching the other handlers and their 
Lappies in the ring.

The number of  Finnish Lapphunds in the 
U.S. is slowly growing, and the FLCA esti-
rfyjx ymfy ymjwj fwj fwtzsi =55 Qfuunjx ns 
this country. The number of  dogs presented 
at the specialties is also growing each year, 
and it is wonderful to see so many new own-
ers enthusiastically taking their dogs into the 

Micce, winning specialty Best of 
Breed number one; FLCA’s 10-
year anniversary logo; lineup at 
the show; Mowgli proud of his 
prizes; Kukka and her pretty ribbons; 
Mowgli on the move; Bandit looking 
handsome; littermates Runa and 
Ukko; future Junior Handler with Zulu 
at her first show; happy Lappies!
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breed. Strive for knowledge, not opinion.
Ymj FXXF fqxt tẍjwx ăsfshnfq fni yt qthfq 

Xmjqynj hqzgx ymfy tẍjw xjrnsfwx hjsyjwji ts 
knowledge of  Shelties, such as bringing in 
pst|s Xmjqynj gwjjijwx yt xujfp ts xujhnăh 
breed topics. This is an excellent way that the 
parent clubs can support education across the 
country.

Most important is to always avail yourself  to 
all the opportunities you have to learn. Stay 
at the show after you have shown your dog. 
Often it is when the dust has settled at a show 
and dogs are cared for that people in the breed 
gather around someone’s grooming table or in 
a grooming spot to go over a dog or just talk. 
This is when people get into some real inter-
esting discussions. Listen to people who knew 
the early dogs and breeders—people you may 
have wished to chat with, or dogs you may 
have wished to see. This may be as close as you 
will get to them. I spent many years doing just 
that: Qnxyjsnsl3 Fxpnsl vzjxyntsx3 Knqnsl f|f~ 
ymj fsx|jwx3 \fyhmnsl mt| ymnslx |jwj itsj3 
Taking and practicing what I liked.

A lot can be learned watching knowledge-
able people go over a dog and discuss it with 
someone else. This education in the breed is 
your responsibility.

—Janice M. Leonard,
ASSA Life Member
American Shetland Sheepdog Association

Shetland Sheepdog
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      ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates will be
held at the Doubletree Newark Airport
Hotel on Tuesday, March 8, 2022,
beginning no earlier than 10:00 a.m. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Portuguese Podengo Pequenos of America 

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS
Karen M. Bodeving, Cave Junction, OR,

Klamath Dog Fanciers
Janet Boyd, Hokes Bluff, AL, 

Portuguese Water Dog Club of America 
Kerri Dale, Blue Ridge, GA, 

American Boerboel Club
Jean A. Evanoff, Fargo, ND, 

Fargo-Moorhead Kennel Club 
Ruth M. Levesque, Tolland, CT, 

Alaskan Malamute Club of America
Kevin Lord, Aubrey, TX, 

Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of America 
Judith A. Seltrecht, Brandon, FL, 

Manatee Kennel Club 
Anne Moore Schultz, Joppa, MD, 

Northeastern Maryland Kennel Club 
Matthew E. Townsend, Mebane, NC,
Carolina Working Group Association

NOTICE
As a result of an Event Committee determi-

nation the following individual stands sus-

pended of AKC privileges.  It should be noted
that this determination may still be appealed
and may be reversed.  Upon expiration of the
appeal process, an appropriate notice describ-
ing the status of the individual’s suspension, if
any, will appear in this column:
Mr. Philip Boyce (Mohnton, PA)
Ms. Sara Watson (Garden Valley, CA)
Mr. Michael Wiles (St. Joseph, MO) 

NOTICE
Ms. Sandra Bearce (Tremonton, UT) Action

was taken by Beehive Toy Group of Utah’s for
conduct at its September 17, 2021 event.  Ms.
Bearce was charged with public criticism of a
judge that causes a disruption at an event and
unsportsmanlike conduct – refusal or throwing
down of a ribbon.  The Staff Event Committee
reviewed the Event Committee’s report and set
the combined penalty as a three-month sus-
pension of event privileges and $300 fine, ef-
fective September 29, 2021. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
Ms. Kimberly Brown (Furlong, PA).  Action

was taken by the American Sloughi Associa-
tion for conduct at its June 19, 2021 event.
Ms. Brown was charged with inappropriate,
abusive or foul language.  The Staff Event
Committee reviewed the committee’s report
and set the penalty at a one-month event sus-
pension and a $500 fine, effective June 19,
2021. Ms. Brown appealed the decision to an

AKC Trial Board.  The Trial Board denied her
appeal. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
Mr. Jeff Lindley (Phelan, CA)  Action was

taken by Santa Barbara Kennel Club for con-
duct at its August 29, 2021 event.  Mr. Lind-
ley was charged with personal property
damage.  The Staff Event Committee re-
viewed the Event Committee’s report and set
the penalty as a reprimand and $100 fine
and payment of restitution. (Irish
Wolfhounds, Border Terriers)

NOTICE
Ms. Gina Podsednik (Burleson, TX) Action

was taken by the Bell County Kennel Club for
conduct at its October 23, 2021 event.  Ms.
Podsednik was charged with inappropriate,
abusive, or foul language.  The Staff Event
Committee reviewed the Event Committee’s
report and set the penalty as a reprimand and
$100 fine. (Tibetan Spaniels)

NOTICE
Ms. Tiffany Skinner (Stanwood, WA) Action

was taken by Vancouver Kennel Club for con-
duct at its October 30, 2021 event.  Ms. Skin-
ner was charged with improper treatment in
connection with an event.  The Staff Event
Committee reviewed the Event Committee’s
report and set the penalty as a reprimand and
$100 fine. (Multiple Breeds)
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Fresno Bee, Idaho Statesman,
Kingsport Times-News and
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle,
among others. 

• Assisted the AKC Museum of the Dog
increase visibility. Secured over 100
media clips for the “9/11 Remem-
bered: Search & Rescue Dogs”. ex-
hibit from outlets such as the New
York Times, Inside Edition, CBS Sun-
day Morning, NY1, and Time Out
New York, as well as international out-
lets in England, Italy, and Portugal.

• Worked with AKC Reunite to create
press materials to promote unveiling
of trailers through their Pet Disaster
Relief program.

• Worked with AKC Reunite to create
press materials to promote Adopt a
K-9 Cop grant donations

• Sentiment: There were no negative
mentions of the AKC during Q3.

Upcoming work includes:
• Press Release distribution in English,

Spanish and Chinese to reach even
more dog lovers and communicate
the good works and news from AKC. 

• Proactive holiday hazards campaign. 
• Executing the plan for the AKC Na-

tional Championship broadcast (pre
and post broadcast). 

• Developing press plan for AKC Meet

the Breeds 2022 tour (national and
local).

AKC Education – Q3 Report
Ashley Jacot, Director, Education, pre-
sented in this portion of the meeting. 

The Board reviewed an update of the Edu-
cation department’s activities and accom-
plishments for Quarter 3 of 2021.

Canine College
Canine College develops and manages
over 600 courses and exams available for
conformation and performance judges,
breeders, groomers, the fancy, and the gen-
eral public. 

Breed and Breeder Courses — A total of 54
breeds are now available on Canine Col-
lege. Canine College is actively collaborat-
ing with Parent Clubs on the development
of future breed courses for 2021/2022 to
include, but not limited to: Akita, Alaskan
Malamute, Beagle, Beauceron, Biewer Ter-
rier, Bracco Italiano, Canaan Dog, German
Wirehaired Pointer, German Shepherds,
Komondor, Leonberger, Mudi, Russian Toy,
Samoyeds, Scottish Terrier, Shih Tzu, Spin-
one Italiano.

AKC Canine Health Foundation (CHF)
Webinar Series – Launched in September

2021. In coordination with AKC CHF, Ca-
nine College has launched a Canine Health
page with 11 webinars and a program that
features a series of speakers from the NPC-
CHC Virtual Conference.

Obedience Education — Canine College is
developing a series of 6 courses for Judges
Education in the sport of Obedience.

Public Education New Resources
To target an additional group of learners
and their families, the Public Education
team created “Pups in the Classroom,” a
preschool curriculum. This two-week unit is
designed to help children learn more
about purebred dogs and the basic care
and safety around dogs. Each day, students
will be read a dog-themed book and com-
plete a learning activity. Throughout this
unit, students will participate in learning
activities that allow them to practice essen-
tial language and early reading skills. Stu-
dents will also engage in math related
activities such as: counting, sorting, identi-
fying shapes, completing patterns, and
practice refining their fine and gross motor
skills. Lesson extension opportunities as
well as additional learning resources and
activities are all included within this com-
prehensive two-week unit.

Public Education collaborated with AKC

Museum of the Dog to create a virtual tour
for children. The virtual tour included art-
work featuring America’s most popular dog
breeds. The worksheet focused on compre-
hension; requiring the children to draw
breeds that they saw during the tour, pro-
vide facts they learned, and answer a ques-
tion that required the use of expository
thinking. This worksheet was intended for
grades 3-5.

The Native Breed resource series was ex-
panded in Q3 to include several more re-
gions to the series. The purpose of Native
Breeds is to draw attention to several
breeds, show common traits, and promote
appreciation of these diverse regions and
backgrounds. Each poster includes the his-
tory, origins, and culture of the region and
how each breed fits into that region. The
series now includes nine regions of the
world.

AKC Education Webinar Series
AKC Education continues to collaborate
with Judging Operations to host breed we-
binars for judges. In quarter 3, there were
six Judges Education Webinars featured
which reached 1,215 live attendees. In addi-
tion, the recordings have been watched
11,432 times. 

AKC Education hosted several additional
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webinars during quarter 3, including: 
• “Puppy Training 101: Best Practices

and Advice” hosted by Penny Leigh
for 378 participants. 

• “AKC DDTF Webinar Series: Introduc-
ing U.S. Police Canine Association &
AKC Reunite’s Updated Adopt K-9
Cop Matching Grant Program”
hosted by Government Relations for
33 participants. 

• “Review of the Revised Judging Guide-
lines” hosted by Tim Thomas for 426
participants. 

• “Show Chair Webinar” hosted by
Glenn Lycan and Staff for 89 partici-
pants. 

• “2021 AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion National Parent Club Canine
Health Conference” hosted by CHF
and various presenters for 305 partici-
pants. 

• “Review and FAQs on Conformation
Judging Procedures, Policies & Guide-
lines” hosted by Tim Thomas for 356
participants. 

• “AKC DDTF Webinar Series: 3-6
Month Puppies, Getting Started Right
for Detection Work” hosted by Gov-
ernment Relations for 70 participants. 

• “2021 AKC Obedience Classic Ran-
dom Draw” hosted by Lisa Liggins for
56 participants.

Government Relations Q3 Report
Sheila Goffe, Vice President, Government
Relations presented in this portion of the
meeting. 
The AKC GR team is currently monitoring
more than 2,300 bills that could impact re-
sponsible dog ownership, the health and
wellbeing of dogs, the rights of dog owners,
and/or the interests of the sport and the
American Kennel Club. Additionally, we
continue to monitor more than 600-covid-
related bills.

To date, AKC GR have published 297 leg-
islative alerts online and via geo-targeted
emails to impacted constituents and social
media. This number represents a 56% in-
crease over the number of alerts (and ac-
companying testimony and outreach) for
the same period in 2020 (190).

AKC GR is also monitoring approximately
530 actively pending proposed regulations
(administrative or implementing changes)
at the state and federal level.

The most common legislative issues moni-
tored year to date and in the third quarter
were: 
1. Animal Cruelty (commonly includes
breeder regulation and licensing bills) 
2. Working Dogs 
3. Animal Control 

4. Rescues/Shelters 
5. Veterinary

Blogs – AKC GR published 27 blogs cover-
ing policy issues and resources for advo-
cates and the public.

The most up-to-date information on legisla-
tive issues are available via AKC GR’s Leg-
islative Action Center, www.akcgr.org.

COMPANION and PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President,
Sports & Events; Pamela Manaton, Director,
Obedience, Rally, Tracking, and Caroline
Murphy, Director, Performance Events par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting via
video conference.

Obedience Fix n’ Go Pilot Program Status
Update
The Board reviewed a memo that provided
the key results of an obedience exhibitor
survey conducted in September regarding
“Fix n’ Go”.

At the February 2021 Board meeting, the
Board approved a one-year “Fix n’ Go”
pilot program for obedience that became
effective April 1, 2021. It allows obedience
handlers the opportunity to communicate
with their dogs while performing in the
ring at trials when a dog’s performance

does not meet their expectation. The “Fix
n’ Go” concept allows the team to reat-
tempt one individual exercise and then
leave the ring. 

90% of the exhibitors that have used Fix n’
Go said they believe being able to repeat a
single individual exercise had improved
their dog’s performance at future trials;
and 95% of them feel the program should
be continued. 

Additionally, a survey of all obedience
judges (198) that had judged during the
pilot program was conducted to see if Fix
n’ Go delayed judging, or in any way, was
detrimental to the sport. 93% of the
judges responding to the survey stated
they did have exhibitors request to use Fix
n’ Go in their rings at trials. The judges
also reported 98% of the time they did not
have problems with exhibitors taking ad-
vantage of the situation by using harsh
commands with their dogs, and the ex-
hibitors did use Fix n’ Go in the spirit in
which it was intended – to help their dogs
in a positive way.

In conclusion, the 90% of the exhibitors
that have used Fix n’ Go with their dogs at
trials said it has been beneficial as way to
improve their future performances in obe-
dience. 98% of the obedience judges feel

https://www.akcgr.org/
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that Fix n’ Go is good for the dogs and it
will have a positive impact on the sport.

The Staff recommendation is to make Fix
n’ Go a permanent enhancement to the
sport of obedience at the end of the pilot
program. This will be discussed further at
the January 2022 Board meeting. 

Basset Hound Field Trials – Use of Tracking
Collars
The Board reviewed a request from the Bas-
set Hound Club of America to allow dogs
competing in Basset Hound Field Trials to
wear tracking collars at the option of the
handler. The option to wear tracking col-
lars is currently allowed in Beagle Field Tri-
als and Coonhound Nite Hunts.

Following a motion by Dr. Battaglia, sec-
onded by Ms. McAteer, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to consider the matter at
this meeting, waiving the normal notice
procedures. 

Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, sec-
onded by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to amend Field Trial Rules
and Standard Procedures for Basset
Hounds, 

Procedure 3. Judging to allow dogs compet-
ing in Basset Hound Field Trials to wear

tracking collars at the option of the han-
dler.

3-C. If a Hound under judgement wears a
collar, it shall be a well-fitting collar with
nothing hanging from it and no attach-
ments other than tags for identification
purposes. 

Hounds may wear tracking collars at the op-
tion of the handler. The collar surface against
the dog’s neck shall be flat (no protrusions).
While the hounds are under judgement,
hand-held devices must be turned off. Hand-
held devices may be turned on only after the
hound has been eliminated from competi-
tion by the judges or judgement has ceased. 
   Special training devices that are used to
control and train dogs, including but not lim-
ited to collars with prongs, electronic collars
used with transmitters, muzzles and head col-
lars may not be use on dogs at AKC events.

Purchase of the American Field
The Board was advised that in September
2021 the American Field (AF) including its
Field Dog Stud Book (FDSB) had been pur-
chased by another firm. The American
Field is a sport organization specializing in
pointing breed field trials. Pointers and
English Setters are the traditional breeds
participating in AF field trials. Brittanys and
German Shorthaired Pointers have a no-
table presence.

Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, sec-
onded by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED
(In favor: Davies, Knight, Powers, Smyth,
Sweetwood, Tatro, Wallin. Opposed:
Battaglia, Biddle, Carota, Garvin, Hamblin,
McAteer) to consider the matter at this
meeting, waiving the normal notice proce-
dures. 

Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, sec-
onded by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED
(In favor: Davies, Garvin, Hamblin, Knight,
Powers, Smyth, Sweetwood, Tatro. Op-
posed: Battaglia, Biddle, Carota, McAteer,
Wallin) to remove American Field Pointing
Breed Field Trials from the list of non-AKC
events that may be held by AKC clubs. In
addition, FDSB registered dogs will no
longer be allowed to register with the AKC.
These policy changes will become effective
July 1, 2022.

CONFORMATION
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President,
Sports & Events; Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice
President, Sport Services; Tim Thomas,
Vice President of Dog Show Judges; Alan
Slay, Director, Event Programs; Glenn
Lycan, Director, Event Operations Support,
and Guy Fisher, Manager, Club Develop-
ment participated in this portion of the
meeting via video conference.

AKC Banners and Signs
The Board reviewed its 2002 Policy regard-
ing AKC Banners and Signs. 
The Board Policy, Banners and Signs, di-
rects superintendents to place AKC
branded banners and signs at superin-
tended dog shows. The policy also urges
clubs to display AKC branded banners and
signs at non-superintended events.
The AKC Board passed the Banner and
Signs Policy in 2002 with the purpose of
consistently branding events and providing
attendees with the message that dog events
are sanctioned by the American Kennel
Club. By distinguishing dog events with
AKC branding, attendees see the AKC as
the preeminent provider of dog sports in
the country. 

Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, sec-
onded by Mr. Powers it was VOTED (unani-
mously) to update the AKC Banners and
Signs policy effective on Wednesday, March
30, 2022, as follows:

Banners and Signs (July 2002 Board meet-
ing amended November 2021)
All Clubs using an AKC licensed superintend-
ent must display banners and signs provided by
AKC to those superintendents at their shows.
The banners and signs containing the AKC
logo must be placed in prominent and highly
visible areas. The banners must be hung on vis-
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