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TO FUEL MY SUPERSTARS”

“THERE’S

ONLY ONE

— AMBER McCUNE

Amber McCune is a national champion trainer and 

handler from Amherst, New Hampshire. Over the past 

decade, Amber has won dozens of titles across agility, 

conformation and obedience. And there’s only one 

food she trusts to fuel her superstars — 

Purina® Pro Plan® Sport Performance 30/20. 

FOOD I TRUST

SEE WHY CHAMPIONS TRUST PRO PLAN AT
PURINAPROCLUB.COM/EXPERTS

This owner received compensation 
and coupons for Purina® Pro Plan®.

®

®

Purina trademarks are owned by Société des Produits Nestlé S.A.

FUEL THE CHAMPION
IN YOUR DOG

OPTIMIZES OXYGEN 
METABOLISM

(VO2 MAX) FOR
INCREASED ENDURANCE

30% PROTEIN AND
20% FAT TO FUEL 

METABOLIC NEEDS AND
MAINTAIN LEAN MUSCLE

OMEGA-6 
FATTY ACIDS AND 

VITAMIN A TO
NOURISH SKIN & COAT

FUEL THE CHAMPIONFUEL THE CHAMPIONFUEL THE CHAMPION
IN YOUR DOG

FUEL THE CHAMPIONFUEL THE CHAMPION

®

®

Incredible is Coming.
See the TV Listings at www.incredibledogchallenge.com

https://www.purina.com/pro-plan/incredible-dog-challenge?utm_campaign=bre-idc2020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=akcgazette&utm_content=cr-idcbanner_leapintotheaction_tunein_pt-na&utm_term=


https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-championship/covid-19-protocols/
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-championship/covid-19-protocols/
https://AKCChampionshipLive.com
https://AKCChampionshipLive.com


NOVEMBER 2020AKC GAZETTE 4

advertising & circulation administrator  
VENUS RODRIGUEZ 

vxr@akc.org 
212-696-8260

advertising representatives
J.L. FARMAKIS, INC.

24 East Avenue
Box #1350

New Canaan, CT 068402
203-834-8832 

bill@jlfarmakis.com

Write to the editors gazette@akc.org

managing editor
senior editor  

senior designer 
publications director  

senior graphic designer  
staff photographer

BUD BOCCONE
ARLISS PADDOCK

KATE MCCROARY
RUSSELL BIANCA  
CHRIS ESPIRITU
DAVID WOO

AKC GAZETTE, the official journal of the sport of purebred dogs since 1889

FREE
AKC GAZETTE
SUBSCRIPTION

AKC GAZETTE (ISSN 1086-0940), November 2020, Volume 137, 
No.11, published monthly at 101 Park Ave., New York, NY 10178, 
USA, by The American Kennel Club, Inc.  Copyright The American 
Kennel Club, Inc., 2020. No portion of this magazine may be  
reprinted without permission of the publisher. AKC is a registered 
trademark of The American Kennel Club, Inc.

MASTHEAD

Like many in and around 

our sport, we lost touch 

with some friends during 

these long months of shutdown. 

Among them was one of our regular 

contributors, ring photographer 

Kathleen Riley. She wrote recently 

to check in and to offer us a nice set 

of win shots taken at the Twin Cit-

ies Vizsla Club regional specialty at 

Mankato, Minnesota. 

It was wonderful to have new 

show photos to publish. But we 

must confess that the sight of 

masked exhibitors and judges is still a little jarring, as the 

harsh reality of current events intrudes on our timeless pas-

time. Twin Cities made the best of it, though, and even gave a 

$25 gift card as a Best Mask award for the most imaginatively 

decorated face covering. And one thing remains the same: The 

dogs, as always, are gorgeous. 

We hope that years from now, readers of the GAZETTE digital 

archive will unearth these photos and appreciate how the 

COVID-era fancy carried on in the sport with perseverance 

and good humor.

Kathleen concluded her e-mail, “We have a new Chinook 

pupster, son of our old man, Minnow.” Ah, new life! Hope 

springs eternal. We pray that the little guy reaches adulthood in a sport where the Best Mask 

award is no longer necessary. 

In the meantime, the show goes on—carefully. B
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On Our Cover  

Brussels Griffon, photo 

courtesy Lynda Beam    

New life: Kathleen’s 
“pupster”

The Face of  
        Our Sport, 2020

mailto:vxr%40akc.org%20?subject=
mailto:bill%40jlfarmakis.com?subject=
mailto:gazette%40akcg?subject=
https://kathleenrileyphotography.com/home
http://tcvc.org
http://tcvc.org
https://lyndabeam.zenfolio.com
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In light of necessary safety requirements 
due to the pandemic, the AKC  will lives-
tream AKC National Championship day-

time breed judging in all rings on Saturday, 
December 12, and Sunday, December 13. 
Fanciers around the world who are unable to 
travel will be able to view the entire competition 
remotely.

Breed judging livestreams will be available at 
AKC Championship Live. This will mark the 

ăwxy ynrj ymfy ymj ozilnsl tk j{jw~ FPH gwjji 
will be viewable online, in real time.

In order to provide this level of coverage, there 
will be a one-time streaming fee of $3 for one 
day of all-breed judging, or $5 for both days.

Fees paid to watch the breed livestreams 
are purely to cover cost. Any net proceeds 
will be donated equally to Take the Lead, 
AKC Humane Fund, AKC Canine Health 
Foundation, AKC Reunite, and AKC Museum 

The first AKC Fast CAT Invitational will be 
run in Orlando at December’s AKC National 
Championship presented by Royal Canin. 
The fastest dogs from each breed, based on 
rankings from AKC Fast CAT tests, have been 
invited to compete in the Fastest Dog USA 
division or Speed of the Breeds Champion di-
vision.

All dogs will run three times, with the cumu-
lative speed determining the fastest dogs. The final round will be run on Friday, December 
11. Fastest Dogs USA will be the outright fastest dogs according to miles per hour; Speed 
of the Breed will be determined by the percentage of speed run over the average speed for 
that breed. Event highlights will be presented on AKC.tv.

The AKC National Championship presented by Royal Canin returns to Orlando’s Orange County 
Convention Center on December 12 and 13.

For all National Championship breaking news, judging panels, and premium lists for the  
National Championship, and the AKC Royal Canin National All-Breed Puppy and Junior Stakes, 
visit the ANC event page. Watch hours of highlights and features from the 2019 ANC at AKC.tv.

ANC: Premium Lists and More

Fast CAT Invitational to
    Debut in Orlando

of the Dog.
The National Championship groups and Best 

in Show, Best Bred-by-Exhibitor, and BBE 
lwtzux1 STMX lwtzux fsi ăsfqx1 Uzuu~ + 
Junior Stakes groups and Best in Stakes, Junior 
Xmt|rfsxmnu ăsfqx1 flnqny~1 tgjinjshj1 fsi wfqq~ 

will be livestreamed free, as usual, on AKCtv 
and will remain available on demand.

To download the AKCtv app, visit the app 
xytwj ts ~tzw nUmtsj tw Fsiwtni ij{nhj3 

For more ways to watch, visit the AKCtv 
support page.

AKC 
National 
Championship

News Roundup

https://www.akcchampionshiplive.com/
https://akc.org/sports/conformation/national-championship/?fbclid=IwAR3lbWknkNnEN4u48-_AFJpd2a-UvTfP1aPfX1JyE5rbqH1XJLSrgiAieVw
https://akc.tv/watch/7/4104/events/2019-akc-national-championship-presented-by-royal-canin/?ctx=/watch//7/0/event
https://akc.tv/support
https://akc.tv/support
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The AKC GAZETTE xyfẍ tẍjwx mjfwy~ 
congratulations to Carolyn Alexander, 
our longtime columnist for Bull 

Terriers, who in a surprise virtual presentation 
via Zoom on October 18 was the recipient 
of the Bull Terrier Club of America’s 
inaugural Marilyn Drewes Arts and 
Literature Award. Carolyn is in her 
25th year as the BTCA’s GAZETTE col-
umnist and is the author of Bull Terriers: 
Complete Pet Owner’s Manual, as well as 
numerous articles on the breed. Carolyn 
and her husband, David, both AKC 
judges who have completed assignments 
around the world, have bred and exhib-
ited Bull Terriers under the Brigadoon 
uwjă} ktw rtwj ymfs 8: ~jfwx3 

On the evening of the presentation Carolyn 
thought she was joining a prearranged breed-
er-judge webinar—a well-played charade 
orchestrated by David and the BTCA. As the 
“webinar” began, the host explained that the 
plan had shifted to presentation of a new club 
award honoring artistic and literary contribu-
tions to the breed, and the beautiful bronze tro-
phy that had been especially created was shown 
onscreen. The award’s namesake, Marilyn 

Drewes, had immediately preceded 
Carolyn as GAZETTE columnist and 
likewise served in that role for more 
than 20 years. As the speaker read 
ymj gnt tk ymj ăwxy wjhnunjsy1 Hfwtq~s 
was visibly moved when the details 
began to make it clear it was she who 

was being honored. 
Following a heartfelt toast by David “Mr. 

Bull Terrier” Merriam (all invitees to the Zoom 
meeting were given the tip to have an appro-
priate beverage at the ready), a warm-spirited 
round of participants from varied corners of 
the sport shared one at a time with Carolyn 
their fond congratulations and memories of 
how she had made an impact on their lives. A 
ăyynsl mtstw1 nsijji3—A.P.

David and Carolyn Alexander; inset: 
Marilyn Drewes Arts and Literature 
Award

Breed Columnist Surprise:  
Bully for  

 Alexander!

https://www.geico.com/landingpage/member-discount/?logo=70907
https://www.btca.com
https://www.amazon.com/Bull-Terriers-Complete-Owners-Manual/dp/0764135287
https://www.amazon.com/Bull-Terriers-Complete-Owners-Manual/dp/0764135287


https://www.akcchf.org
https://www.akcchf.org


Earn up to  per puppy when new puppy owners:

1. Register with the AKC

2. Activate their 30-day pet insurance policy

3. Download the TailTrax app

This program is offered through PetPartners, Inc. and is not sponsored or endorsed by the American Kennel Club (AKC). Eligibility restrictions apply. See program terms and conditions for details [and lim-
itations]. Program questions and incentive disputes should be directed to AKC Pet lnsurance/PetPartners at 866-725-2747.
InsuranceInsurance is underwritten and issued by Independence American Insurance Company, rated A- (Excellent) by AM Best Company, with offices at 485 Madison Ave, NY, NY 10022 and in WA, by American 
Pet Insurance Company, 6100 4th Ave. S., Seattle, WA 981 OS. Insurance plans are offered and administered by PetPartners, Inc., a licensed agency. "American Kennel Club," "AKC" and the AKC logo are 
trademarks of The American Kennel Club, Inc.; used under license by PetPartners. "AKC Pet Insurance" is the name used by PetPartners to offer and administer insurance plans and is neither an Ameri-
cancan Kennel Club business nor an insurance company. American Kennel Club does not offer, administer, solicit, market or sell any insurance plans. For complete details refer to www.akcpetinsur-
ance.com/sample-policies. The 30-day coverage must be activated in most states. Eligibility restrictions apply. For more information, visit www.akcpetinsurance.com/certificate or call 866-725-2747.

https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-breeder-rewards-program


https://www.americanmaltese.org
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-2020-breeder-year-group-honorees-announced/
https://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org


https://www.facebook.com/AKCgazettemagazine
https://youtu.be/qlVQ3scozyE


http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/a006a3bc#a006a3bc/9
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didn’t know who Mr. Hunt 
was, and Mr. Hunt didn’t 
know who I was. And I didn’t 
know anything about the dog 
game, but I asked to buy him. 
And, of course, Mr. Hunt just 
laughed at me. The dog was 
about 7 years old then [actu-
ally, closer to 10—Editor]. 
Then I said, well, I’ll get a 
bitch and I’ll breed to this 
dog. But Mr. Hunt wouldn’t 
do that either—he wouldn’t 
promise to do it. But I kept 
nagging at him and finally he 
advised me how to go about 
it—and it was very good 
advice. 

I went to Billy Lang, who 
was one of the very top han-
dlers of that time. And he had 
a bitch that he sold me. Very, 
very lucky it was. I started 
out very well. Accidently, but 
very well. This was in 1936.  

RR How did your kennel 
name originate?

JG From my two daughters, 
Linda and Sally. I changed 
the spelling a little bit because 
it looked a little better. And 
I’ve always loved the name, 

an awfully pretty name.
RR I heard you once men-

tion your Pekingese, and I 
almost had a heart attack! I 
can’t imagine you with any-
thing other than a Springer.

JG Oh, I love my 
Pekingese, just love them. But 
they don’t seem like real dogs 
to me. [laughter]

RR Oh, I’m sure our 
Pekingese people will just love 
that!

JG Well, they’ve always just 
been fun. I don’t have to give 
them the serious consider-
ation I give to the Springers. I 
just love them dearly.

“I DO NOT LIKE JUDGING”
RR You have obviously a 

broad and dedicated interest 
in dogs. Why haven’t you 
done more judging?

JG I do not like judging.
RR You’re kidding. I mean, 

you judge litters, puppies, 
every day of your life.

JG And I love that part. It’s 
one of my great pleasures. 
But I judged for a little while, 
and I found that I’d go to 

a dog show—and I always 
had a theory about how you 
should judge dogs: that you 
should judge the dog on the 
day,  the way you saw it and 

what you thought of it—and 
I found I couldn’t do that. 

 RR What do you mean 
you couldn’t do that?

 JG Well, in the first place, 

I knew so many of the peo-
ple who bred the dogs, and 
I knew so many of the dogs 
as puppies, and I knew the 
struggles that various people 

had with breeding, and I saw 
many mistakes people had 
with breeding dogs that could 
have been corrected and were 
not corrected. And I found I 
could not judge fairly at all. 
I would never had made a 
good judge. Never.

 RR Did you find yourself 
judging peoples’ breeding 
programs instead of the dogs 
in front of you?

 JG Not exactly that. For 
instance—these are all my 
beliefs, not facts—but I 
don’t believe you can breed 
a good dog unless you have 
a picture of the dog you’re 
trying to breed. You have 
to have a picture of that dog 
in your mind. So, you have 
that model in front of you 
all the time. And you have 
a litter of puppies and you 
immediately see things that 
are wrong, and you try to 
correct those things. And in 
correcting them, you bring in 
more things that are wrong. 
You’ll correct the things 
that you started to correct, 
but in doing so you bring in 

1951: Mrs. Gasow with her “dearly loved”  
Ch. King Peter of Salilyn, sire of 36 champions.
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more faults that have to be 
corrected. So, you’re always 
working at this thing, all the 
time. And it’s a very thrilling 
experience: You’re trying 
to make an animal. You can 
make this animal look the 
way you want it to look. It 
takes a lot of time, but you 
can get there. 

Now, in the process of 
doing this you become 
obsessed with things in other 
peoples’ breeding that you 
don’t like and things that you 
do like. 

It’s very hard for me to 
go into the ring [as a judge] 
knowing what I want, and it 
isn’t there. And I can’t judge 
fairly because of it. Certain 
owners of these dogs have a 
had a lot of troubles to over-
come in trying to do the thing 
right, and they haven’t been 
able to achieve it. You feel 
sorry for them, and I find that 
that gets to me. I can’t do an 
honest job of judging. 

If I see a darling child, and 
he smiles up at me and I’m 
trying to judge his dog and 

he’s looking up at me as if to 
say, “Don’t you think my dog 
is lovely? And don’t you think 
he’s a really nice dog.?” I just 
can’t put that dog down. No, 
I’d never be a good judge. I’d 
rather judge in my own ken-
nel and forget about judging 
other peoples’ dogs.

“AB-SO-LUTELY!”
RR Are you satisfied 

that most of the judges you 
encounter know what a 
Springer is, what it should 
be? In general, are you satis-
fied with the judging you see 
today?

JG Sometimes I’m very, 
very happy with the judg-
ing. It has nothing to do 
with whether a dog that I’m 
showing wins. It’s always a 
joy to see someone judging 
who you can tell does know 
what he’s doing, that he has a 
standard in his mind of which 
he approves, and that he is 
going to judge dogs according 
to that standard. He is going 
to judge them all in the same 
way. As he brings in his win-

ners from the classes, it’s a joy 
to watch because they’re all 
the same type. 

Now, I may not agree with 
him, but I thoroughly enjoy 
watching that kind of judg-
ing. If he puts up the same 
type dog in all the classes—as 
closely as he can. He doesn’t 
always have the dogs to put 
up, but he sticks to a type, so 
you have confidence in him. 
You know that in this class, 
he’s not going to like my dog. 
I would criticize his judge-
ment, but I like his judging 
in that he’s consistent and he 
has a right to his opinion. … 
Too often, though, a judge 
will stick with his type all the 
way through and then at the 
very end, he goes off the deep 
end.

I’m going back to the good 
old days, but it used to be 
that we knew the type of dog 
to take to certain judges. We 
knew we wouldn’t show this 
dog to such-and-such a judge 
because he never would like 
that dog. We knew the type 
of dog that he’d like, and 

Ch. Saliliyn’s Aristocrat, 
sire of Westminster 
Best in Show winners 
Ch. Chinoe’s Adamant 
James, Ch. Salilyn’s 
Condor, and Ch. Salilyn 
’N Erin’s Shameless
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that’s his prerogative, as long 
as that type stays within the 
standard, he has his right 
to his own likes and dislikes 
within that standard. There 
are some judges who have 
no idea of this at all. And it 
doesn’t take long to find that 
out. And that’s very disap-
pointing.

RR Are there judges in this 
country who you just will not 
show to?

JG Ab-so-lutely!
RR Because of their incon-

sistencies?
JG Well, I won’t get close 

to saying who they are. But 
I will say that I can forgive 
a judge for making mis-
takes. That you overlook 
because judges are human 
like everyone else. But I 
don’t like to see judges put 
their own prejudices above 
their better judgement. One 
of the reasons that it hurts 
me tremendously is because 
it’s so unfair to a dog, if you 
have a really good dog, and 
a judge because of his own 
personal grievances will put a 

Feeling Their Oats
1958: The nation’s top four show dogs of 1957 were 

honored at a banquet at New York’s Sheraton-Astor 
hotel. The dogs’ owners were on hand to accept the 
coveted Ken-L-Ration Bench Show award given annu-
ally, by geographic region, by the Quaker Oats Com-
pany. 

Left to right: Christine Venable, of Georgia (Peking-
ese Ch. Chik T’Sun of Caversham, Southern Division); 
Marguerite Tyson, of Nevada (Miniature Poodle Ch. 
Adastra Magic Fame, Pacific Division); Julia Gasow, 
of Michigan (English Springer Spaniel Ch. Salilyn’s 
MacDuff, Midwest Division); and Natalie Goldstein, of 
Massachusetts (Cocker Spaniel Ch. Gail’s Ebony Don, 
Eastern Division). 

George Alston handled a big 
winner of the early 1980s,  
Ch. Salilyn’s Private Stock.







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYNYSYiB1QA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GI2OmR5Lxoc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=safEHbv0jns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SaGeWcWJvGM
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FEATURE
YS Httujwx1 xfni ymj~ |jwj 
yw~nsl yt ăsi |f~x tymjw ymfs 
ywfinyntsfq qfgtwfytwnjx yt 
nijsynk~ ymj YHF |mjs ymj~ 
qnyjwfqq~ xyzrgqji fhwtxx f xjy 
tk gtrg2xsnẎsl itlx ns fs 
fnwutwy3 

F hts{jwxfynts |nym ymj 
fnwutwy xyfẍ qji ymjr yt ymj 
ywfnsjw fsi ymj nijf tk ywfns-
nsl itlx yt ijyjhy YHF ns 
|tti3 Ymj Sfynslf Uwtojhy 
|fx gtws3 

Ymfy |fx sjfwq~ 65 ~jfwx 
flt3 Rtwt fsi Ti~xxj |jwj 
ymj ăwxy itlx yt gj ywfnsji3 
Rtwt |nqq gj wjynwnsl xtts1 
gzy y|t uzuunjx1 Gtssnj fsi 
Hq~ij1 mf{j ozxy xyfwyji ymjnw 
ywfnsnsl3 Ymj~ otns ymj wjxy tk 
ymj hfsnsj yjfr gwnslnsl ymj 
ytyfq yt xn}3  

YHF |fx fy ymj mjfwy tk f 
qf|xzny ns 756= ns{tq{nsl f 
httujwflj fsi f |nsjw~ ymfy 
fqqjlji nyx |nsj gfwwjqx |jwj 
htsyfrnsfyji |nym YHF1 
wjxzqynsl ns ymj qtxx tk :55 lfq-
qtsx tk Hfgjwsjy Xfz{nlsts3 
Ymj ifrfljx |jwj jxynrfyji 
fy sjfwq~ ):5515553 Fx Ujyjwx 
xfni1 ÷Nk nyúx ozxy tsj gtyyqj1 

ymfyúx tsj ymnsl3 Gzy nk nyúx fs 
jsynwj gfwwjq1 ny gjhtrjx f gnl 
j}ujsxn{j nxxzj3ø 

Gjfzqfh nsinhfyji ymjwjúx 
|tti j{jw~|mjwj ns f |nsjw~ 
fsi xrfqq qj{jqx tk YHF fwjsúy 
wjfinq~ fuufwjsy3 J{js ymtzlm 
f |nsjw~ hfs yjxy ktw YHF1 nyúx 
fq|f~x f hfzxj ktw htshjws3 
Mf{nsl ymj itlx lt ymwtzlm 
ymj |nsjw~ nx f ltti ÷nsxzw-
fshj utqnh~ø ymfy fqqf~x fs~ 
htshjwsx fsi mjqux yt jsxzwj 
ymj vzfqny~ tk ymj |nsj3

THE FUTURE OF SNIFFING
Fkyjw ymj itlx htruqjyji 

ymjnw ijrtsxywfynts ymj~ |jwj 
qji tzyxnij1 |mjwj ymj~ |jwj 
tẎhnfqq~ ÷tẍ izy~3ø Ymj~ 
jfljwq~ gjlfs xsnẎsl fwtzsi 

ymj {nsj~fwi1 uqf~nsl |nym 
jfhm tymjw1 fsi jsot~nsl 
ymj xrjqq tk inwy fsi lwfxx3 
Ktqqt|nsl f xjhtsi ijrts-
xywfynts ns jfwq~ Kjgwzfw~ fy 
ymj Zsnăji Lwfuj fsi \nsj 
X~rutxnzr ns Xfhwfrjsyt1 
Gjsnyt fsi ymj itlx wjyzwsji 
yt Hmnqj3 Ktw st|1 ymj~ |nqq 
wjrfns gfxji ymjwj1 gzy nk 
rtwj |nsjwnjx xmt| nsyjwjxy1 
Ujyjwx rzxji ymfy ymjwjúx f 
hmfshj ijyjhynts itlx ozxy 
rnlmy ăsi kzqqynrj otgx ns 
Sfuf3  

SHALL I POUR?
Nx ~tzw sj|q~ tujsji gtyyqj 

tk |nsj yfnsyjiD Nk ymfy vzjx-
ynts xynqq qnsljwx1 lt fmjfi fsi 
xsnẍ f|f~3 Nk ~tzúwj qzhp~1 
f ijyjhynts itl mfx fqwjfi~ 
rfij xzwj ymj |tti zxji ns 
ymfy htwp nx htsyfrnsfsy kwjj 
fsi ~tz hfs rt{j ts yt ymj 
sj}y xyju? jsot~nsl ymj |nsj&ö
S.T.

Sylvia Thomas is the AKC 
Delegate from the KC of Riverside. 
Mjw xytw~ ăwxy fuujfwji ns 
Ujwxujhyn{jx1 ymj Ijqjlfyj sj|xqjyyjw3

Dogs have proved to be supersleuths 
when it comes to detecting tainted cork, 
and now one winery is hoping they might 
also be trained to root out vineyard pests 
and diseases.

Michael Honig, owner of Napa’s Honig 
winery, worked with Bonnie Bergin, an 
educator who heads up the Bergin Uni-
versity of Canine Studies in Sonoma, on 
a project to detect vine mealy bugs that 
feed on vines and eventually kill them. 
They’re nearly invisible to the naked eye, 
only slightly bigger than the head of a 
pin, and they hide under bark and roots. 
“If you get the bugs early, you can easily 
treat it without blanketing the vineyard 
with pesticides,” says Honig. 

Bergin wants to expand the dog’s role in 
the vineyard by teaching dogs to sniff out 
nests of yellow jackets, which suck sugar 
from the grapes. Testing the concept is 
still a long way off. First, Bergin has to 
figure out how to train dogs to alert on 
the nest without getting so close that the 
bees sting them. 

Australian viticulture and animal science 
researcher Sonja Needs points out that 
dogs have multiple advantages: They’re 
versatile, fast, and—once trained—they 

can easily learn to identify 12 or more 
scents.

Needs worked at the University of 
Melbourne on training a Border Collie to 
detect the world’s worst grapevine pest, 
phylloxera, which decimated European 
vineyards in the 19th century. She says it 
wasn’t easy: “The insects had to be dug 
up, fresh from an infested vineyard.” But 
it took only two 20-minute training ses-
sions for the dogs to show they could pick 
up the insects’ odor. She’s hoping to get 
funding to expand the pilot project.—Elin 
McCoy, for Bloomberg

Vinyard Dogs: The Wet-Nosed Pesticide
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the correct way, and can I still 
smell food and taste it? 

With the need to avoid close 
contact with others, our dear dogs 
became even closer to us. And as 
we stayed home, our minds began 
to work on the problem of dog 
events. How can we do the things 
we so enjoy without endangering 
ourselves and others?

Performance events that take 
place outside were the place to 
start. But agility trials need a lot 
of space, and the usual open-air 

venues were often city or county parks. The 
workers who administered the permits and 
maintained the grounds were working from 
home or furloughed. So that option was out. 
Tgjinjshj tw wfqq~ ywnfqx tzyittwxD Ozxy ymj 
thought of asking a Dachshund to heel where 
a few hours earlier a rabbit nibbled or a squir-
rel skittered evokes a response of “no way!”

Mzsynsl2xy~qj yjxyx qnpj ăjqi ywnfqx fsi jfwym-
dog tests were more promising. They are usu-
ally held on private property and take place in 
the open air. So both events were possibilities. 
But there were still problems to solve. Both 
j{jsyx zxzfqq~ tẍjw ktti1 zxzfqq~ gwjfpkfxy 

and lunch, as they are not customarily near 
kfxy2ktti tzyqjyx3 G~ tẍjwnsl tsq~ htẍjj fsi 
tea outside, asking participants to bring their 
own breakfast, and providing only preordered 
lunches, some clubs have been able to give 
trialers sustenance without the usual crush of 
bodies around the food table. Prepared the 
night before with appropriate precautions, the 
HT[NI2jwf ăjqi ywnfq qzshm nx f gwt|s ufujw 
bag containing a substantial sandwich, chips, 
kwzny1 |fyjw1 fsi f httpnj3 Jfhm gfl nx qfgjqji 
with a name, and the bags are set out on a 
folding table in alphabetical order. 

Rfs~ htzsynjx1 |mjs fuuwt{nsl f lfymjwnsl 

Performance events are a great, socially distanced way to 
have fun with our dogs and enjoy some welcome relief from 
these trying times.



mailto:salixbrooklyn%40aol.com%20?subject=
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org
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high set and coming close to each other. On frontal 
examination, the height of the ear is approximately two 
and a half times that of the widest point of the base.

• The early 1989 standard revision removed 
the phrase the ear is “in the form of an 
enlarged rhomboid truncated at a third of its 
longer diagonal,” perhaps because that term 
|fx inẎhzqy yt zsijwxyfsi3 Ymnx hmfslj qjky 
our distinctive ear shape described as simply 
large and pointed. The FCI standard and 
other international standards still use the 
“rhomboid” description. Our ear is more 
wide-open than just “pointed,” and a revi-
sion to better describe our unique ear was 
undertaken here. This proposed wording 
helps to describe our unique ear shape, in the 
hope that our judges will understand that the 
desired and characteristic shape is not just a 
triangle (distinct to the breed). It also brings 
us more in line with the FCI (that is, Spanish) 
standard. The other changes should help a 
ozilj |nym tzw jfw2xjy fsi hqfwnăjx |mfy yt it 
with ears that don’t stand.

2. Pigment color DQ
Proposed: Disqualify any color other than white or 

red and any pigment color which is not as described.
• The current standard does disqualify 

improper “color.” However, “color” in stan-
dards usually refers to coat color. The Ibizan 
Hound has a distinctive pigment color also. 
Our standard says: “[pigment] is of a rosy 

Ąjxm htqtw1 sj{jw gqfhp tw qn{jw1 fsi yjsix yt 
harmonize with that of the coat” and “Lips 
fwj 333 ymj htqtw tk ymj stxj3ø J~j2wnr unlrjsy 
is described as “The rims are the color of the 
nose and are fully or partially pigmented.” 
The addition of a pigment DQ to our stan-
dard would clarify our instruction to the 
judges and defend the breed against improper 
pigment, indicating lack of purity.

3. Croup Angle
Proposed: The croup is well-sloped with bone 

structure visible.
• In reference to many standards, “very 

slightly sloping” does not give the correct 
impression when considering the rest of the 
assembly: “tail is set low,” with the “hindquar-
ters being set under the body,” and with the 
ability and necessary function of the animal 
to “spring to great heights from a standstill.” 
Nearly universally our Ibizans have a 25- to 
30-degree croup angle.

Notably the FCI standard (approved April 
2, 2000) says: “Croup: Strongly sloping with 
bone structure visible; it shows very strong, 
hard muscles.” This seems more consistent 
with the dogs and the rest of the standard and 
is in keeping with the function of the animal.

4. Nail color
Proposed: Nails are white or red.
Ibizan Hounds should not have black or 

gray nails.

• However, if a dog has a red foot, the likeli-
hood of red nails is high. We have long noted 
red nails in our dogs, and we should not be 
faulting this (by omission). This is a simple 
hqfwnăhfynts3

5. Coat description
Proposed: There are two types of coat; both 

untrimmed. Short—shortest on head and ears and 
longest at back of the thighs and under the tail. Wire-
haired can be from one to three inches in length on all 
or part of the body with a possible generous moustache. 
Both types of coat are hard in texture and neither coat 
is preferable to the other.

• When the original description was writ-
ten, the U.S. had very few wires. Now we 
see wires with longer hair, wires with shorter 
hair, and also heterozygous (or broken) mixed 
coats along with the smooth coats. On gen-
erous wires we do not see more on the back, 
as the standard suggests. In the U.S. we do 
not segregate the coats, and many breeders 
have interbred coats (often considered nec-
essary with a small gene pool). This can and 
does produce dogs with the abovementioned 
coat expressions, all of which are equal and 
function equally well so long as the quality of 
coat is good. The desire here is to clarify these 
nuances.

6. Gait
Proposed: Fs jẎhnjsy1 qnlmy fsi lwfhjkzq xns-

lqj2ywfhpnsl rt{jrjsy3 F xzxujsiji ywty |nym otnsy Ąj}-

ion when viewed from the side during which the forefeet 
are seen to lift up with the legs bending at the wrist. 
Ibizans should cover ground with good, smooth reach in 
front and balanced rear drive, giving the appearance of 
skimming over the ground. Ibizan Hound gait is sound 
down and back, legs turn neither in nor out, and limbs 
move linearly without interference. As speed increases, 
ymj kjjy hts{jwlj jẎhnjsyq~ yt|fwi f hjsyjwqnsj tk lwf{ny~ 
|nymtzy j}hjxx jẍtwy3

Ê ÷\nym otnsy Ąj}ntsø nx ns tzw hzwwjsy 
description but was a bit opaque. The words 
in the proposal, describing lift, are closer to 
|mfy |j |fsy ymj ÷otnsy Ąj}ntsø yt rjfs 
when coupled with appropriate reach and 
drive. We also wanted to emphasize that the 
breed should not appear to move in a manner 
that would lead one to believe that the dog 
would tire easily. Soundness is also incredibly 
important in the breed, and so the committee 
added a better description of the dog moving 
on the down and back, as well as a reemphasis 
of the single-tracking one would observe.

While these proposed changes to the stan-
dard are still in the approval phase, the club 
and committee are hopeful that these changes 
will help better describe our unique breed 
to both the layman and judges needing a bit 
more clarity.

Finally, a big thank-you to the rest of the 
committee, and particularly to Dr. Liebes for 
itnsl ymj mjf{~ qnkynsl ts ymnx1 r~ ăwxy fwynhqj 
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their score sheets.  
• Borrowed collars and the starter pistol for 

the gun test were wiped down before each use.  
• Dog toys were used for the running-order 

iwf|ömfsiqjwx lty yt pjju ymj yt~ ymfy ymj~ 
drew. 

The compliance with these suggestions was 
exceptional. To the best of my knowledge 
everyone survived the event safely.

Other PBGV clubs are proceeding with 
their hunt programs in the upcoming months. 
If we make the necessary changes, I’m sure 
that they too will be safe.

Yfqq~ mt& öSnhp Wjfinsl
Thank you, Nick.
öXzj Xr~ym1 UGL[HF GAZETTE Column 

Chair
oldyork2002@aol.com
Ujyny Gfxxjy Lwnẍts [jsi³js Hqzg tk 

America 

Pharaoh Hounds

Rrs. Rita Laventhall Sacks wrote the fol-
lowing about the breed in 2012.

WHAT ARE PHARAOH HOUNDS REALLY 
LIKE?

Looking out from the page of a magazine, 
the beautiful, elegant Pharaoh Hound seems 
to be gazing back into his mysterious past. 

Rfs~ ujtuqj mf{j kjqy ymnx |f~1 xjjnsl f unh-
yzwj tk f Umfwftm Mtzsi ktw ymj ăwxy ynrj3 

But is he really so serene and elegant? What 
is he really like to live with? 

The AKC standard for Pharaoh Hounds 
reads: 

YjrujwfrjsyöNsyjqqnljsy1 kwnjsiq~1 fẍjhyntsfyj1 
and playful. Alert and active. Very fast, with a marked 
keenness for hunting, both by sight and scent.

Indeed, the Pharaoh Hound is highly intel-
ligent and most observant, traits that enable 
him to learn quickly and easily. He may not 
exhibit signs of learning at the time, but he 
will apply his knowledge when he needs it. 
For example, many Pharaoh Hounds actually 
know how to turn doorknobs and use handles. 
To these dogs, closed doors do not present a 
problem. 

(Case in point: One pup who I sold watched 
his owner shower every day. One day, the 
t|sjw hfrj mtrj yt ăsi mnx itl xuqfxmnsl 
happily in the shower. It became a routine, 
which changed only when the owner realized 
that he had to put a latch on the bathroom 
door that was out of the dog’s reach.) 

J{jw~ ittw ns tzw mtzxj mfx f xujhnfq qfyhm3 
We have accepted that doorknobs are as easy 
for Pharaohs as for us.

Although the Pharaoh Hound is friendly 
fsi fẍjhyntsfyj1 mj hfs gj vznyj inẎijsy |nym 
strangers, taking his time to decide whether 

Petit Basset 
Griffon Vendéen

mailto:oldyork2002%40aol.com%20?subject=
http://www.pbgv.org
http://www.pbgv.org
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Another very important issue is with regard 
to puppies biting their humans. Our puppies 
learn early that this is not to be done. How do 
we do this? In terms of method, when a puppy 
grabs hold of us with its mouth, we move our 
body part out of its mouth and take hold of 
the puppy’s muzzle with our hand, squeezing 
gently. Sometimes this is enough of a surprise 
that the puppy stops. Sometimes we need to 
repeat the action, squeezing a bit harder till 
the puppy squeaks in response. At that point, 
when the puppy stops his attempt to bite, we 
say, “Gee whiz, look what happens when you 
bite me! It doesn’t feel good to me either.” 
Ymjs |j tkyjs tẍjw ymj uzuu~ xtrjymnsl jqxj 

to put in his mouth, saying, “There, that’s a 
better thing to bite!” Again, at no point do 
we tell the puppy “No” or indicate that we’re 
zuxjy |nym mnr4mjw1 xt tzw fhynts nx ozxy f 
response to theirs. This works well for us, and 
puppies soon learn that they can lick us and 
even put their mouth on us, but they can’t 
actually bite down. 

Apparently we didn’t explain this well 
enough to someone who just got a puppy from 
us this year, because we got a phone call from 
them saying their pup was being “aggressive” 
and biting. We needed to be clear with them 
that this puppy was just being a puppy, view-
ing the owners like they were littermates whom 

A breeder gives the litter a good start with 
early training and socialization and provides 
new owners with guidance to help ensure 
their puppy will be a contented, well-be-
haved adult. Center: A small exercise pen in 
the living room can help keep a new puppy 
and the furniture safe.
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he could play bite with. We hadn’t explained 
well enough that it’s natural behavior for a 
puppy to play this way with siblings, and that he 
needed to understand more clearly that humans 
were not puppies, so he couldn’t do this with 
them. They hadn’t taken this in when we did 
Puppy 101 with them when they came for their 
puppy. After the phone call they began doing 
what we suggested, and in no time the biting 
behavior stopped. 

Something that we scratch our heads about 
is hearing that “the puppy ate the sofa” or 
something like that. Our initial response is “and 
where were you when this happened?” You 
see, we love having a puppy that we keep, in 
the house with us a lot, because they become a 
part of the family more quickly when they can 
be with us. But our puppies are always in the 
same room as we are when they come in. We 
have temporary gates that are put in the door-
ways so we can ensure that they aren’t out of our 
sight, getting into things that interest them but 
are either dangerous to them or inappropriate. 
In the same way that you would watch over a 
2-year-old child, we watch over our puppy. We 
try to make this clear to our new families so they 
can keep their new puppy and their furniture 
safe. We actually have a small exercise pen that 
our current new puppy has lived in when she’s 
in the living room with us and after she’s had our 
uqf~ynrj3 Xmj |fx tsq~ = |jjpx tqi fy ăwxy1 xt ny 

also had a pee-proof pad in it, just in case of an 
accident. (We haven’t needed it because we try 
to be very attentive to her signals, and now it’s 
ltsj.3 Nyúx ăqqji |nym yt~x yt uqf~ |nym1 fsi |júwj 
always close by, so we can interact but still be 
able to do other things. She’s 4 months old now, 
so she’s allowed more freedom, but again, only 
in the same room as we are. It seems to work 
well for us, and our puppy people have used this 
method sucessfully too.

It’s hard to remember everything that our 
new families need to know when adding a 
Deerhound puppy to their home, and we’ve just 
scratched the surface here, but we hope we’ve 
tẍjwji xtrj zxjkzq ymnslx3 Fqq tk ymjxj ymnslx fwj 
probably useful for any puppy, but we do think 
our Deerhounds are exceptionally good at learn-
ing them quickly!

öKwfshjx Xrnym
Scottish Deerhound Club of America  

Whippets
PURPOSE 

Historians like to claim that the manip-
ulation and selective breeding of pure-

bred dogs is a fairly recent phenomenon that 
began in the Victorian era. I suggest that they 
are wrong. I believe that once the earliest 
cave-dwellers saw the value of domesticating 
dogs, purposeful breeding began. Whether 

ktw ymj rtxy uwtăhnjsy mzsynsl htrufsnts1 
the most loyal and protective guardian, or the 
rtxy jẎhnjsy {jwrns2pnqqjw1 rfs mfx jslflji 
in trying to perfect dogs, like the rest of his 
livestock, since earliest times. 

What the Victorian fanciers did was to pop-
ularize the exhibition of purebred dogs and to 
uwtrtyj ymj in{jwxny~ tk ymj gwjjix3 Rzhm mfx 
been written about the social aspect of their 

“idle pastime” of showing dogs, but the truth 
is, they “invented” very few breeds. Instead, 
in that age of travel and discovery they found 
many of those existing breeds in their native 
qfsix1 gwtzlmy ymjr yt Jzwtuj fsi Frjwnhf1 
and popularized them. I submit that histori-
ans, geneticists, and we, as purebred dog lov-
ers, owe them a debt of gratitude for celebrat-
ing and cementing the legacy of the diversity 
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“Whippet with Rabbit” 
(bronze, Kathy Lyon)

https://deerhound.org/
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at the border for frozen and chilled semen. 
Not Good. A live breeding of a dog who was 
close by would be best. As luck would have it, 
a nice Australian terrier stud, Carson (GCh. 
Gjsf~w Otmss~ Htrj Qfyjq~.1 y|nhj |nssjw 
of Best of Breed during the the breed’s U.S. 
national weekend and sire of several known 
nice pups was in Alberta, Canada. He had 
been there since February, unable to get home 
due to the border closures. We hatched a 
uqfs yt Ą~ mnr {nf tsj xytu yt [nhytwnf1 G3H3 
Ymnx rfij Hfwxtsúx t|sjw mfuu~1 fx Ąnlmyx 
from BC to Seattle were still taking live cargo. 
When Carson arrived in Victoria, a well-
known local handler picked him up to care for 
him until I could get him.  

On day seven of Rain’s cycle the progester-
one test was taken. The results, provided the 
next day, showed Rain had ovulated. Oh, no! 
The numbers were through the roof. With the 
saying “best laid plans” ringing in my head, 
several calls were made while, again, circling 
ns fs fwjf yt ăsi hjqq xjw{nhj& Fwwfsljrjsyx 
were made for Rain’s co-owner to pick up 
Carson and take him and Rain to the vet. A 
successful breeding was managed. However, 
there was still great uncertainty as to whether 
it was too late. It was a lot of running around 
if it didn’t take.

I arrived home a day later and picked up 
our Aussie guest. Carson was easy to have 

mjwjömj qt{ji mnx yt~x fsi f |fqp jfhm if~3 N 
immediately began to arrange to get him onto 
a plane, as per my agreement with his owner. 
Ymnx wjvznwji rjinhfq hjwynăhfyjx1 xmnuunsl 
paperwork, and a two-hour ferry ride to the 
mainland. After several days, I was able to 
turn over all the paperwork and the dog to 
fnwutwy hfwlt tẎhnfqx3 Ymjxj tẎhnfqx ytqi rj1 
÷Itsúy |fny1 fqq nx ns twijwöhfyhm ~tzw kjww~ 
home!” An hour into my ferry home, I get a 
call. The computer isn’t working and won’t 
create a waybill; no waybill, no boarding of 
the dog. Oh, the drama! 

Calls to Carson’s owner, calls to the people 
waiting to pick the him up from the airport, 
calls to friends about what to do, calls to the 
fnwqnsj fsi ymj hfwlt tẎhj1 fsi ăsfqq~ ymjwj 
was an agreement that the airline was at fault. 
They agree to put Carson up at an interna-
tional kennel for the night and get him onto 
the plane in the morning. Good thing Carson 
was up for the adventure and managed all the 
changes well.

Ts Ozq~ 86 Hfwxts rfpjx ny tsyt ymj Ąnlmy 
from Vancouver to Seattle. We were told 
“You are very, very lucky!” It was the last air-
qnsj htrufs~1 fsi ymjnw qfxy Ąnlmy1 yfpnsl qn{j 
cargo to the U.S. for the foreseeable future! As 
N |wnyj ymnx ts Thytgjw 7=1 Ąnlmyx fwj xynqq sty 
carrying dogs between Canada and the U.S. 

I have to share with you that we were lucky 

twice! First, Carson arrived home safe and 
xtzsi3 Xjhtsi1 f qnyyjw tk ă{j mjfqym~ uzuxö
y|t rfqjx fsi ymwjj kjrfqjxö|fx gtws 
despite progesterone numbers that indicated it 
was too late to breed. Phew! Breeding during 
f ufsijrnhö|jqq1 gwjjinsl1 ujwntiönx 
fq|f~x fs fi{jsyzwj3 öC.H.

Thank you, Caren!
öIw3 Lwfhj Rfxxj~
9898 Rfqqfwi Iwn{j
Gloucester, Virginia 23061
ăwj|fqpjwfzxxnjxElrfnq3htr

Bedlington Terriers

This month’s column is by Laurie Friesen, 
president of the Bedlington Terrier Club 

of America. It is so timely and important and 
wjĄjhyx |nxitr fsi ltti ozilrjsy ts ymj 
ufwy tk ymnx Ąjilqnsl gwjjijw3 N |nqq sj{jw ktw-
get the day that I received the call from Dr. 
Gwj|jwúx qfg fy ymj Zsn{jwxny~ tk Rnhmnlfs 
announcing the development of their molecu-
lar genetics test for copper toxicosis. The fear 
they expressed to me was that breeders would 
use the test to focus on this one single trait, 
which is always so detrimental to a gene pool. 

TOXIC DNA
Inherited copper toxicosis (CT) is a genetic 

disease that has plagued the Bedlington 

Terrier for decades. First described in 1979, 
this condition, with an autosomal recessive 
mode of inheritance, causes an accumulation 
of dietary copper storage in the liver, resulting 
in severe hepatopathy. Unless treated with 
copper-binding medication and copper-re-
stricted diet, life expectancy was three to seven 
~jfwx3 Fy tsj ynrj HY fẍjhyji ymwjj tzy tk 
every four Bedlington Terriers, and the breed 
teetered on extinction. 

Bedlington breeders should be grateful for 
the early research pioneered by those who 
would not let CT destroy the breed they 
loved. Besides hard work and determination, 
liver biopsies and test breeding were the only 
options for diagnosing and eliminating the 
inxjfxj3 Ns 6>>;1 ymj ăwxy ISF rfwpjw yjxy ktw 
CT was made available. Research continued, 
and a deletion test identifying the gene respon-
sible for CT was developed in 2002. Although 
liver biopsies are still the best diagnostic tool 
for identifying copper storage and diagnosing 
HY1 f xnruqj hmjjp2x|fg nijsynăjx f itl fx 
Clear (DNA 1.1), Carrier (DNA 1.2), or Fẍjhyji 
(DNA 2.2) with regard to copper toxicosis. 
This latest test is currently recommended by 
the Bedlington Terrier Club of America.

The latest trend among a growing num-
ber of breeders is to only breed Clear sires 
to Clear dams, virtually eliminating copper 
toxicosis in the Bedlington Terrier. An all-

mailto:firewalkeraussies%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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the satisfaction of feeling that “give” in a prop-
erly proportioned terrier. The chest should 
not be so hard and rigid as to give the idea 
that the dog cannot do his job in the ground. 
The bigger the dog, the bigger the chest size. 
Chest shape is also crucial, as a deep, slab-
sided Border whose chest drops below the 
jqgt|x |nqq sj{jw ăy nsyt f kt}mtqj1 fx ymjxj 
are often round, without dragging his brisket 
ts ymj Ąttw tk ymj yzssjq |mnqj hwf|qnsl fkyjw 
“Charlie”!

The more opportunities you have to span 
terriers, the better you will become at assess-

nsl hmjxy xn j fsi Ąj}ngnqny~3 Nyúx mjqukzq yt fxp 
terrier breeders if you can span their dogs to 
help you to develop a feel for the technique 
and use it as a tool to properly evaluate size 
fsi Ąj}ngnqny~3 Fx f ozilj1 ~tz |tzqi not 
“fold” the dog, nose to tail, but as a breeder it 
is important to note the correlation between 
xufssfgnqny~ fsi Ąj}ngnqy~3 Xtrj tqi2ynrjwx 
and serious working terrier judges across the 
U.K. would gently bend the dog to assess 
Ąj}ngnqny~3 ^tz hfs xjj mt| ymj itl |tzqi 
need to be able to not only get himself into the 
narrow den and back out, but actually to turn 
around to exit the den. 

There is nothing more educational than 
repetitive, hands-on learning when it comes 
to spanning. The more you judge terriers, 
the more you are able compare chests in the 
working terriers. Border Terriers are not 
the only breed that requires spanning; both 
Russell Terriers and Parson Russell Terriers 
are spanned to determine size. If you ever 
come across a Russell Terrier you can’t span, 
that my friends, is a travesty, for a terrier 12 
inches and under should be the easiest to span 
and have the smallest chest of the three breeds 
spanned in the AKC. 

Spanning the Border Terrier is one of the 
most useful tools to assess proper size in the 
breed, since we do not have an ideal height 
in our standard. Our breed standard has said 

A 15-month-old, 16-pound male Border Terrier, 
showing various views of spanning. Flexibility 
can be felt by lightly compressing fingers to 
thumbs together, and feeling a “give” beneath 
your fingers.
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since the early 1900s that the ideal weight of 
the Border Terrier is 11½ to 14 pounds for 
bitches, and 13 to 15½ pounds for dogs. The 
proper weight as stated in the standard has not 
changed. In many of the Borders of today, we 
are seeing an alarming number of dogs being 
shown who are over 19 pounds and some even 
at 20 pounds or more and being rewarded for 
it. This is unacceptable for a working Border 
Terrier, hence the need for proper technique 
for spanning by judges more than ever. It 
is imperative for every judge, breeder, and 
exhibitor to learn to span properly. 

You may ask if it is possible for a 20-pound 
yjwwnjw yt mf{j f xufssfgqj1 Ąj}ngqj hmjxy3 Ns 
my opinion, it is not, at least not a correct 
one, but many will boast their 20-pound dog 
is indeed spannable. While that 20-pound dog 
hjwyfnsq~ rnlmy ăy nsyt rfs~ gfiljw xjyx gfhp 
in the day when badger hunting was allowed 
in the U.K., it wouldn’t be able to work in the 
narrow apertures of a fox den. A larger dog 
certainly has his uses, but he is so limited as 
to where he can maneuver to do the job he 
is bred to do. I often hear comments such as 
“But in the U.K., they starve them to working 
|jnlmy1 xt ns fqq fhyzfqny~1 ymfy nx nshtwwjhyö
we can have a dog that is three to four pounds 
heavier.” This is akin to saying the 20-pound 
dog can be 15 pounds if he is starved down, 
fsi ymjs mj hfs ăy3 Ymnx nx wninhzqtzx3 Ymj 

dog with the 20-pound frame and chest can’t 
be starved down to work anymore than I 
could starve myself down and become a 
othpj~3 N fr ytt yfqq fsi ytt ÷gnløöfsi xt nx 
the 20-pound Border Terrier. 

A Border Terrier must have substance and 
ymj uwtujw xn j yt it mnx otg1 fsi mj ijăsnyjq~ 
cannot be spindly and lacking bone. However, 
he can and must be both the correct size, 
while every bit portraying a terrier ready to 
yfpj ts ymj zsijwlwtzsi |twqi3 öK.F.F.

Thank you, Karen.
öIúFwh~ It|sx2[tqqgwfhmy
Border Terrier Club of America 

Bull Terriers

We are honored to have Victoria Sottile 
as our guest columnist for this issue. 

Bull Terriers have owned a huge part of 
Victoria’s heart since she was 7 years old. 
She cut her “handling teeth” showing under 
inxynslznxmji gwjjijw2oziljx xzhm fx Ofrjx 
Gtqfsi1 Rfwnq~s Iwj|jx1 fsi Wf~rtsi 
Oppenheimer. An educator, author, and 
ăqrrfpjw1 [nhytwnf nx fqxt f FPH Gwjji 
Ambassador for the BTCA. She continues to 
breed and show Bull Terriers under the Alaric 
uwjă} fsi qn{jx |nym mjw mzxgfsi Wtsj~ fsi 
four Bull Terriers in Brooklyn and in Cape 
Rf~1 Sj| Ojwxj~3

THE STUD DOG QUESTION 
Rtxy xjwntzx gwjjijwx wnlmyq~ gznqi ts ymjnw 

bitch lines and with a few exceptions, place 
most of their dog puppies in pet homes and 
if they are lucky, the rare show home that 

promises to campaign the dog and share in 
the responsibility and task of putting him up 
for stud. During a recent judges’ seminar, 
the question came up as to why the general 
quality of American Bull Terrier breeding 

Bull Terrier: Ch. Mighty Moe of Monty Ayr, 1966 (photo Joan Ludwig)

https://www.btcoa.org/
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found in an average champion and evalu-
ating a pup from that starting point. (If you 
are aghast at the idea that your champion 
animal might be considered “average” 
among champions, you are probably too 
kennel blind to participate in this exercise 
anyway, so stop reading and go admire your 
trophies and ribbons. The rest of us have 
work to do here.) 

I always start with the outline, as I feel 
it is an integral part of breed type. The 
Lakeland is the smallest of the long-legged, 
wire-coated earth-working terrier breeds. 
In order to do his job he must have an 
extremely punishing grip, with large jaws 
and teeth, backed up by a skull that is mod-
jwfyjq~ gwtfi fsi Ąfy uwt{ninsl fgzsifsy 
surface area for attachment of muscles. 

In order to keep the dog small enough 
to enter the fox den, the ideal specimen 
is going to have an outline with a larger 
head-to-body proportion than a Wire or 
Welsh, and noticeably substantial leg bone, 
with no tendency toward being low on leg. 
Any departure from this outline is a depar-
ture toward “generic terrier.” A perfect set 
of ears and clever grooming will win dog 
shows but not impress foxes. A narrow front 
and oval ribcage without too much spring 
are mandatory. This feature is a balancing 
act; enough required to give heart and lung 

room, but not so much as to prevent access 
to the fox’s lair.

Rt{jrjsy -÷xywfnlmy fmjfi kwjj xywnij tk 
good length”) needs to be assessed. No sad-
iqjgfl ywfsxutwy ktw ymnx gwjji& InẎhzqy yjw-
rain, hours spent traveling to and from the 
kjqqx rfsifyji f hfsnsj fymqjyj3 Jhtstr~ 
of motion was essential; no mincing, short-
strided gait. A dog who when asked to trot 
faster extends his stride is the one we want (as 
opposed to the one that takes more steps). 
Being able to extend at the trot denotes 
Ąj}ngnqny~1 fs fgxtqzyj wjvznwjrjsy zsijw-
ground. Over-angulated rears need not 
apply; the physics of mismatched body parts 
wjxzqyx ns kfynlzj3 Xt it Ąfy1 ymns kjjy3

Is the coat harsh and weather-resisting? 
That pesky undercoat that we rake and rake 
acts as a thermal blanket, quite necessary in 
a cold, drizzly climate.

Once these attributes have been tallied, 
ymjs fsfq~ j ymj ÷uwjyy~ xyzẍø? yfnq2xjy1 yfnq 
curve, ear placement, and carriage, and 
xt ts3 Ozxy qnpj uzyynsl ytljymjw f onlxf| 
uz  qj1 ny nx zxzfqq~ rtxy jẍjhyn{j yt xjuf-
wfyj tzy ymj ÷gtwijw unjhjxø ăwxy3 Tzyqnsj1 
movement, head, and coat are my “border 
pieces” of the conformation puzzle. 

öUfy Wthp1 
hollybriar@widomaker.com
United States Lakeland Terrier Club  

Manchester Terriers
THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT

As the holidays approach, many of us 
are looking for gift ideas for our family 

and friends. We’re looking for that perfect 
gift that is equal parts thoughtful, personal, 
and practical. (Well, sometimes frivolous is 
fun too!) For many dog owners, this search 
includes gifts for their canine family members. 
When looking for something for our pets, we 
don’t always realize the role their past history, 
intended purpose, and drive play in determin-
ing the best types of gifts that will keep them 
entertained. Finding just the right one can be 
daunting, but here are a few suggestions, and 
you will surely come up with some of your 
own.

Rfshmjxyjwx fwj f ymnspnsl gwjji fsi hfs 
have a strong prey drive. This can mean 
ymfy ymj wjlzqfw xyzẎj yt~x fsi hmj|njx fwj 
sty fq|f~x ymj gjxy hmtnhj ktw f Rfshmjxyjw3 
They can easily become bored or quickly 
destroy items meant to give hours of enter-
tainment. Whether toy or standard, puppy 
or adult, there is a host of gift ideas for your 
Rfshmjxyjw ymfy |nqq uwt{nij nsyjwfhyn{j jsyjw-
tainment and an opportunity to train them 
without it seeming like training.

Rfshmjxyjwx mf{j qfwlj yjjym fsi rtzymx 
for their size. They often need items to chew 
on that are much larger than you would nor-

mally get for a small to medium sized dog. 
These chews are also valuable for tooth and 
gum health. There are lots of choices includ-
ing antlers, freeze-dried chews, smoked bones, 
wnhj ufujw ÷wf|mnij1ø xyzẍji hmj|x1 tw wf| 
bones. There are several schools of thought 
on what is best depending on the age of the 
dog, variety, or where they will chew it (such 
as in the crate, on their bed, or in your bed). 
Whatever you choose, ensure that your dog 
will enjoy hours of chewing fun, as it is calm-
nsl ktw ~tzw Rfshmjxyjw fsi hfs rnsnrn j 
trips to the vet to have their teeth cleaned.

Rfshmjxyjwx qt{j f rjsyfq hmfqqjslj fsi 
problem solving. There are plenty of marketed 
lfrjx fsi uz  qjx ymfy hfs gj ăqqji |nym mni-
ijs ywjfyx ktw ~tzw Rfshmjxyjw yt mzsy tzy3 
They are available in levels from beginner 
to highly advanced. They are like Rubik’s 
Cubes for dogs. There are also ways to make 
~tzw t|s lfrjx ktw ~tzw Rfshmjxyjw yt |twp 
through. You can build a “jungle gym” with 
hanging toys and objects to keep them busy. 
You can hide treats under upside-down plastic 
dishes. You can place treats in their toybox 
xt ymj~ mf{j yt wtty fwtzsi fsi ăsi ymjr3 
You can even hide treats or toys in cardboard 
boxes for them to spring open. The 20 to 30 
minutes of mental stimulation is enough to get 
them napping for hours. It is always a good 
idea to monitor them while they play and 

mailto:hollybriar%40widomaker.com%20?subject=
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xyzẍ1ø ymj itl rzxy mf{j ymj gfxnh ltti vzfq-
ities that enable that breed to do what they 
were bred to do, and possess show qualities 
that made them appealing to look at.  They 
should have correct carriage and tempera-
ment. They must be able to move with ease.  
These are the necessities. Then you evaluate 
the parts and parcel of the dog. As a breeder, I 
appreciate the whole dog and the importance 
of evaluating the health of the breed, the tem-
ujwfrjsy1 ymj wjuwtizhyn{j vzfqnynjxöymjxj 
are the things that protect and preserve the 
gwjji3 Ymj itl ns ymj xmt| wnsl xmtzqi wjĄjhy 
all these qualities, and not the hand at the end 

of the lead.
Is there bias in favor of the professional han-

dler? In Norwich Terriers, breeders and own-
er-handlers used to be more the norm in the 
classes. Today, professional handlers outnum-
ber us. Winning shouldn’t come down to the 
ability to carve and color a dog out of a pile of 
hair, or the ability to manipulate the lead and 
dog’s pace to suggest correct movement. The 
group rings are professional-handler-heavy, 
and that may be better understood. 
Competition to be “number one” or ranked 
frtsl ymj ytu ns tsjúx gwjji nx ăjwhj3 Mfx ymj 
point system helped improve the quality of the 

dog? Or is it the 
ozxy ymj tuutxnyjö
have the ranking 
and rating systems 
simply served to 
advance showi-
ness and the most 
rfwpjyfgqjD  Rtwj 
concerning: Do 
breeders become 
nsĄzjshji g~ 
show-ring antics 
and accumulating 
points more than 
gaining an appre-
ciation for breed 
standards?

As noted in an article in The New York 
Times, xtrj gwjjijwx hnyj f ălzwj ns j}hjxx tk 
)6551555 ktw hfrufnlsnsl hjwyfns itlx |nym 
deep-pocketed backers to get their dog ready 
and recognized by the judges. This involves, 
training, grooming, and handling fees, and 
entry fees and cost of travel to many, many 
shows. That’s not all. There are bonuses 
to be paid for the big wins, and the cost of 
fi{jwynxnsl ns ymj lqtxx~ itl rflf nsjxöfqq 
this in addition to the initial purchase price. 
Competitive dogs are quickly assigned recog-
nition in connection with their handler, as in 
÷Wtgjwyúx Fnwjifqjøöthhfxntsfqq~ ymj t|sjw 

may be acknowledged, but to the observing 
public unaware of kennel names, mention of 
the breeder is in the small print.

A breeder’s life is controlled by breeding, 
whelping, rearing, and commitment to all that 
encompasses loving and caring for all stages 
of a dog’s life. All breeders have “heart dogs,” 
“bed dog,” “walking dogs,” and the dogs who 
sit on the couch with you watching reruns of 
Law and Order during pandemics. Our therapy 
dogs guide us through the unsettling times, 
like life in times of COVID and celebrate the 
best of wins. 

I’m sure I will continue to breed dogs 
long after COVID.  I will continue breed-
ing because of my concern for the health 
and preservation of the breed I love.  But I 
acknowledge that the show ring has lost some 
tk nyx qzxyjw3 öS.M.H.

Thank you, Susan!
öOfsj W3 Xhmzgfwy1 
ascot.js@gmail.com
The Norwich Terrier Club of America   

Scottish Terriers
SCOTTIE STRONG

Tmj ~jfw 7575öfs zsuwjhjijsyji ~jfw1 
|mjwj fqq uqfsx fx |j psj| ymjr Ąj| tzy 

the window, turned upside down, and crashed 
nsyt f ăjw~ gfqq1 ymfspx yt HT[NI26>3 Ymj 

Norwich Terriers: 
AKC Meet the 
Breeds

mailto:ascot.js%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://www.norwichterrierclub.org
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Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers
SOFT COATED WHEATEN TERRIER 
GROOMING: OWNERS, TAKE CHARGE!

It amazes me that some breeders and handlers 
feel that they have the right or the need to 

rewrite the standard and to revise the grooming 
hmfwy3 Jfwq~ ts1 N qjfwsji ymfy lwttrnsl nx f |f~ 
to both enhance a dog’s strong points and mini-
mize weaknesses, as well as to show outline and 
movement. The Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier’s 
coat lends itself nicely to minor manipulative 
lwttrnsl1 gzy f uwtujw xnqp~ htfy |nqq Ąt| |mjs 
the dog is moving, and a judge who is familiar 
with Wheaten type and with canine movement 
will see through excessive attempts to hide or to 
enhance. 

The most obvious ploy is the “cone head,” 
where hair is built up on the top of the head in 
fs jẍtwy yt kttq ymj j~j nsyt ymnspnsl ymfy ymj 
neck is longer, therefore making the back seem 
shorter. It works well with excessive hair left on 
the back of the neck and over the withers fur-
thering this illusion. The problems with these 
manipulations are that ears appear to come out 
of the side of the head, and the neck appears 
excessively thick. A judge can see through these 
ploys by feeling the ears and taking a hand 
fhwtxx ymj xpzqq3 Jfwx xmtzqi fuujfw yt gwjfp 
level with the skull, with the inside edge of the 
ear hugging the cheek and the tip of the ear 
utnsynsl yt ymj Ąttw3 G~ kjjqnsl ymj xpzqq fsi ymj 

withers, one can easily determine actual length 
of the neck. The rest is back!

Another way to fool the eye into thinking 
a dog’s back is shorter is achieved by trim-
ming the undercarriage in a way that pulls the 
tuck-up forward, leaving more hair on the front 
of the rear legs, and thereby creating a false 
tuck-up before the end of the rib cage. The coat 
over the loin area is then shaped to blend onto 
the legs, giving the illusion of a very short loin 
and a visually shorter back. Again, this trick is 
obvious to a trained eye during both movement 
and examination.

Wheaten hair is shaped by thinning and 

tipping of dead hair. The coat should never 
look like it has been clipped, nor should it 
have the moth-eaten look that a straight scis-
sor leaves. The Wheaten is a “hair” breed, 
which is why soft, coated, and wheaten are all in 
the name. Grooming this breed is an art form 
and should be done within the boundaries set 
by the Illustrated Standard. Our breed has one 
of the best Illustrated Standards and grooming 
charts available, but sitting ringside, one clearly 
observes that not enough breeders and handlers 
are referencing them.

None of this is new. I remember handing a 
totally ring-ready dog to a handler to be shown 
at Westminster in the 1980s. When I saw the 
dog in the ring, I was devastated because the 
handler had clippered the beautiful hair I had 
so carefully scissored. Handlers usually believe 
that they know more than owners, and that is 
the fault of breeders. Breeders must educate 
themselves and be adept enough at grooming to 
be comfortable discussing proper presentation 
with owners and their hander, protecting correct 
breed type.  

The words natural, blended, balanced, and moder-
ate are repeated frequently when describing the 
Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier. Yet so many dogs 
in the ring appear to have shaved ears, cheeks, 
necks, and chests, long manes, very short body 
htfy1 fsi wninhzqtzxq~ Ątuu~ qjl htfy ymfy x|nslx 
around to obliterate movement. This is the 

antithesis of moderate, shows no blending, and 
certainly is not natural. 

Xjqjhy rjsytwx1 fsi xny |nym xtrjtsj inẍjwjsy 
at each show. Study the guides, and groom your 
own dog in front of a mirror. Be the expert of 
your breed!

öJrnq~ Mtqijs
Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of 

America   

Staffordshire Bull Terriers 
NANNY OR NOT?

Ik ~tz t|s f Xyfẍtwixmnwj Gzqq Yjwwnjw1 fy 
some point someone has likely made the 

comment about the breed being known as the 
“nanny dog.” 

Nyúx f yjwr |mtxj twnlns nx ytzlm yt uns it|sö
generally speaking, the idea is that a proper 
Xyfẍtwixmnwj Gzqq Yjwwnjw nx xzhm f ywzxy|twym~ 
gwjji ymfy ns nyx htzsyw~ tk twnlns1 Jslqfsi1 ujt-
ple would leave them to watch over young chil-
dren, so they developed a reputation as a nurse-
maid or nanny dog. It’s a term that has also been 
occasionally applied to the American Pit Bull 
Terrier, though fanciers of that breed often point 
out that it’s a tale more commonly associated 
|nym Xyfẍtwix ymfs uny gzqqx3 

Nk ~tz yfqp yt Xyfẍtwixmnwj Gzqq Yjwwnjw t|s-
ers, you might get some varying opinions on 
where the term came from or how close it hews 

Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier

http://www.scwtca.org
http://www.scwtca.org
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A Welsh Terrier puppy is an active 
dog who is always getting into things 
and often destructive unless well super-
vised. If the prospective owners have 
not done their research and planning 
before even starting to look at puppies, 
the results may well be disastrous. If 
ymnx |nqq gj ~tzw ăwxy yjwwnjw1 uqjfxj 
do the research beforehand. Talk to 
Welsh Terrier breeders. Visit with peo-
ple who have Welsh Terriers as pets. 
If you live in an area where there are 
now a few dog shows going on, go to 
the shows, talk to the breeders, and ask 
questions. Read a number of books on 
ywfnsnsl itlx3 F lwjfy gttp ktw ăwxy2
time Welsh Terrier owners is When 
Pigs Fly, |mnhm tẍjwx nsxnlmy ts xujhnfq 
approaches for raising and training 
terriers. Ask veterinarians who have 
had experience with Welsh Terriers if 
they think the breed would be a good 
choice for you. Also visit with a few 
people who have Welsh Terriers as 
pets, and see the dogs in their home 
environment. If possible, talk to several 
people who run boarding kennels and 
have had Welsh Terriers as regular 
clients. Ask the kennel owners if they 
would recommend the purchase of a 
Welsh Terrier as a pet, and if so, from 

whom would they suggest getting the 
dog.

Those of us who have bred and shown 
Welsh for many years will be very selec-
yn{j ns |mjwj |j uqfhj tzw uzuunjx3 Rtxy 
gwjjijwx mf{j kj|jw ymfs ă{j qnyyjwx f 
year, so every dog is special, and we do 
not want the dogs going to the wrong 
homes. I tell prospective buyers that 
Welsh puppies are very active, easily 
bored, and likely to be destructive if not 
supervised and trained from the day they 
ăwxy htrj nsyt ymjnw sj| mtrjx3 F hflj 
and an exercise pen must be part of the 
equipment when the puppy arrives in the 
home. A fenced yard is ideal; if that is not 
possible, an exercise run of at least 15 by 
6: kjjy ns xn j fsi ă{j kjjy mnlm nx sjh-
essary. Welsh are often diggers, but they 
fwj xjqitr fgqj yt hqnrg tzy tk f ă{j2ktty 
run.

Don’t be surprised if breeders will not 
sell you a puppy if your children are 
toddlers or under 4 or 5 years old. While 
people who have had terriers before 
and understand the proper use of crates, 
exercise pens, and leashes can often train 
a puppy and a toddler at the same time, 
people with limited experience may need 
some assistance doing so. Often puppy 
classes are very useful. It has been the 

experience of many breeders that in such 
cases often the dog is returned to the 
breeder or becomes a “free, give away 
to good home” ad in the local paper. 
Rtxy gwjjijwx |nqq mtsjxyq~ xf~ ymfy ymj~ 
care more about what happens to the 
puppy than they care about hurting the 
feelings of an unsuitable purchaser. Our 
obligation is to our dogs. Personally, after 
60-plus years of breeding and showing 
terriers, I would rather disappoint a pos-
sible puppy buyer than put a puppy in an 
unsatisfactory home where the dog will 
not be loved, well cared for, and properly 
trained. There are times when the only 
thing to do is refuse to sell someone a 
puppy. And yes, like most other breeders, 
I have managed to aggravate a few peo-
ple by refusing to sell them a puppy 

Please spend the time to research the 
breed and honestly evaluate your situa-
tion, and make sure that you really want 
a Welsh Terrier and that you will care 
for and train the dog even when other 
activities are available once again to keep 
you busy. A dog is a longtime commit-
ment. Do it well, and the dog will bring 
you much pleasure and joy.

öInfsj Twfslj1
Diane@counselorwelshterriers.com
Welsh Terrier Club of America 

Welsh Terrier

mailto:Diane%40counselorwelshterriers.com?subject=
https://welshterrier.org/
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Ms. Francesca Strickland (Roberts, MT)
Multiple Breeds

Dr. Vickie West (Fayetteville, AR)
Multiple Breeds

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CHARTER
AND BYLAWS OF THE AMERICAN KENNEL
CLUB, INC. ARTICLE IV, SECTION 1

The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to ARTICLE IV, Section
1, of the Charter and Bylaws of the American
Kennel Club, Inc. proposed by the Delegate
Parent Club Committee and brought for-
ward by Staff. This will be voted on at the
December 2, 2020 Delegates Meeting.
ARTICLE IV
SECTION 1. All multi-breed Clubs or As-

sociations which have held at least three
Dog Shows, Obedience Trials, Field Trials,
or Agility Trials in consecutive years under
rules of the AKC and all Parent Specialty
Clubs which have been or shall be formed
for the improvement of any breed of pure-
bred dogs shall be eligible to become
members of the AKC

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CHARTER
AND BYLAWS OF THE AMERICAN KENNEL
CLUB, INC. ARTICLE VIII, SECTION 7 

The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to ARTICLE VIII, Section
7, of the Charter and Bylaws of the American
Kennel Club, Inc. proposed by the Beau-

mont Kennel Club (BKC) and brought
forward by Staff. This will be voted on at
the December 2, 2020 Delegates Meeting.

ARTICLE VIII
SECTION 7. All elections shall be by bal-

lot; except, if no valid additional nomina-
tions are received by the Executive
Secretary by November 15; the Nominat-
ing Committee's slate shall be declared
elected at the annual meeting and no bal-
loting will be required. If no valid addi-
tional nomination(s) are received by the
Executive Secretary by November 15; for
any partial term up for election, the par-
tial term candidate shall be declared
elected at the annual meeting and no bal-
loting will be required.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS CHAPTER 16,
SECTION 1 – CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to CHAPTER 16, Section
1, of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, pro-
posed by Staff. This will be voted on at the
December 2, 2020 Delegates Meeting.
CHAPTER 16
SECTION 1.
(Previous portions of this section are un-

changed)
Each AKC Breed Parent Specialty Club

shall have one designated Parent Club Na-
tional Specialty show per year. All others

shall be termed a Parent Club Specialty
show. 

Unless the Parent Club, in its Applica-
tion to the AKC to hold its National Spe-
cialty, chooses to exclude the following
award: At the National Specialty the dog
designated Reserve Winners Dog and the
bitch designated Reserve Winners Bitch
will be awarded a three-point major, pro-
vided that the number of dogs competing
in the regular classes of the Reserve Win-
ner’s sex totals at least twice the number
required for a five point major, in the re-
gion in which the event is held. 

No major for Reserve Winners shall be
given based upon an award of Best of Win-
ners. In counting the number of eligible
dogs in competition, a dog that is disquali-
fied, or that is dismissed, excused or or-
dered from the ring by the judge, or from
which all awards are withheld, shall not be
included. 

In counting the number of eligible dogs
in competition, a dog that is disqualified,
or that is dismissed, excused or ordered
from the ring by the judge, or from which
all awards are withheld, shall not be in-
cluded. 

A 2020 National Specialty may be held in
2021 in addition to a 2021 National Spe-
cialty. If a Parent Club chooses to hold ei-
ther one or two National Specialties in the
2021 calendar year, the Parent Club may

exercise an option with its application to
exclude the Reserve Winners three-point
major from one or both National Special-
ties. This paragraph is applicable to 2021
only and will self-eliminate on December
31, 2021.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE FIELD TRIAL
RULES AND STANDARD PROCEDURE FOR
POINTING BREEDS CHAPTER 14, NEW
SECTION 36 – RULES FOR POINTING BREEDS
TRIALS

The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to CHAPTER 14, New
Section 36, of the Field Trial Rules and
Standard Procedure for Pointing Breeds, pro-
posed by Staff.
CHAPTER 14 
SECTION 36. (New Section)
A 2020 National Field Trial Champi-

onship held by a Parent Club may be held
in 2021 in addition to a 2021 National
Field Trial Championship held by the
same Parent Club. This paragraph is appli-
cable to 2021 only and will self-eliminate
on December 31, 2021.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE FIELD TRIAL
RULES AND STANDARD PROCEDURE FOR
SPANIELS CHAPTER 15, NEW SECTION 27 –
RULES FOR SPANIEL TRIALS 

The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to CHAPTER 15, New
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REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a breed-specific
Registered Name Prefix have been granted:
A’LORING-Vizslas- Alexandra R. Lorenti and
Allyson R. Lorenti
BEARFOOT BALOO-Olde English Sheep-
dogs-Inger Martens
BIRDWING- Beaucerons- Susan Griffin and
Jack Carney
BIRKLINE- Doberman Pinschers- Samary K
Birkline
CANEY BRANCH- French Bulldogs- Ellyn
Hutson
CHICKASAW-Golden Retrievers- Harry L. Er-
ickson and Bernadette Erickson
CONQUEST-Labrador Retrievers, Golden Re-
trievers- Kristen Creamer-Allison
COYLETY-Border Collie-Denise M Coyle and
Thomas J Coyle
KALON-Doberman Pinschers-Rachael P
Kelsey
PATRIOT FARM- Boston Terriers- Lorraine
Chapman
PETITE FLEUR-Pugs-Patricia A. Manney and
Peter M. Manney
PINNACLE- Boxers- Julie Lawrence and
Michael Shepherd
POINT BREAK-Australian Shepherds-Tracy L.
Marek
QB - Boston Terriers- Dominic Koon and Jodi
Koon
REGAL- Chinese Cresteds-Norma M Feldman
and Douglas C. Feldman

RICK’S- Labrador Retrievers-Rick E. Dickman
ROYALWORTH-Dachshunds-Paige Horne
RUKAYA-Rhodesian Ridgebacks-Tayler
Suterko
STONESIDE- German Wirehaired Pointers-
Brad Fetner
TWISTED ACRES-Mudi and Border Collies-
Rebecca W. Ingersoll
ULYSSES-Shetland Sheepdogs-Chris U. Put-
nam and Kristine L. Putnam

   
AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AKC OFFICES AT 101 PARK AVENUE, NEW
YORK, NY AND VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE

OCTOBER 13, 2020

The Board convened via Zoom Video
Conference on Tuesday October 13, 2020
at 11:01 a.m. 

Mr. Sprung was present in the NY Office.
All other Directors participated in the
meeting by video conference. The
Executive Secretary was present in the NY
Office and participated by video confer-
ence. 

The August 11, 2020 Board meeting min-
utes, copies of which had been provided
to all Directors, were reviewed. 

Upon a motion by Ms. McAteer, seconded
by Ms. Biddle, the August 11, 2020 Board
meeting minutes were unanimously
approved. 

PRESIDENTS REPORT
Mr. Sprung reported that registration is

continuing to do well during the COVID-
19 pandemic spike. 

As of September YTD, Litter registrations
are up +8.2% and Dog registrations are
up +20.9%. 

As the Board knows from the weekly
events reports that are sent out, as of
October 12, 2020 AKC is down in the
aggregate number of events versus 2019;
doing very well are FAST CAT and
Hunting Tests. Field Trials, Scent Work,
Agility and Herding events are holding
their own. Across our sports, we are down
61% with Conformation declining 79%
from Mid-March through YTD. 

Entries through August 31, 2020 are
minus 1,200,000 versus 2019. 

Thirty-one (31) Staff members have
returned to work, one (1) went to AKC
REUNITE and six (6) more are planned
to start back in the month of October. 

Plans for the AKC National
Championship in Orlando are in excel-
lent shape including detailed social dis-
tancing and safety protocols throughout
the Orange County Convention Center. 

Club Development continues assisting

http://www.akc.org
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many clubs; of note the Kennel Club of
Philadelphia Dog Show will go on with a
600-dog limit. Westminster Kennel Club
plans to hold their show, however the
Pier and Madison Square Garden remain
closed. Mr. Sprung is in personal contact
with each club and our staff is extending
help to them. 

AKC received positive feedback from
Delegates on the September Zoom meet-
ing and the fact that the voting went eas-
ily. Lots of positive comments on club and
personal funds being saved thanks to the
Zoom format and also appreciation for
the fact that Delegates could attend every
Delegate Standing Committee meeting
without conflicts. 

Finally, Mr. Sprung reported that AKC is
making good progress on its audit with
KPMG. 

Legal Update:
The Board reviewed a legal update as of
September 2020. During the first two
quarters of 2020, the Legal Department
received 254 agreements for review.

2021 Budget 
The 2021 Budget, as described in Mr.
Sprung’s introduction letter to the
Budget, takes a very conservative

approach during these unprecedented
times amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.
While there were significant challenges,
disruptions, and obstacles in 2020, there
were many ways in which AKC rallied,
overcame tremendous pandemic adver-
sity, and succeeded. In 2021, AKC will
build on and extend the strengths and
successes of 2020. 

Our emphasis beyond mission and fiduci-
ary obligations will focus on three main
areas: 

• helping our clubs bring events back
to life after a disastrous 2020

• continuing to build on our successes
in registration while encouraging
new dog owners to join clubs, partici-
pate and exhibit

• provide broad educational opportu-
nities for all constituents. 

A number of inquiries were responded to
by Mr. Sprung. 

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, sec-
onded by Ms. Biddle, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to approve the 2021
Budget.

FINANCE
Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, pro-
vided a financial update for the eight

months ended August 31, 2020. 
We continue to provide a positive picture
of AKC’s operations in a most challeng-
ing time. 
YTD Net Operating Income is $8.5 mil-
lion which is $6.3 million higher than the
same period in 2019. This is primarily
due to cost containment and higher rev-
enues from litter and dog registrations. 
Registration statistics reported the follow-
ing: 2020 YTD Litter Registration was
5.25% ahead of budget, 7% better than
2019 YTD. 2020 YTD Dog Registration
was 14.3% ahead of budget, 16% better
than 2019 YTD. 
Registration Fees exceed the prior year by
16.7% or $3.7 million. This increase is led
by Dog Registrations ahead of 2019 by
21.5% or $3.3 million.
Events and Entries statistics continue to
reflect the impact of COVID-19 cancella-
tions. Compared to the same period in
2019, current YTD Events & Entries were
down by 57% & 56%, respectively. 
Total Event Fees trail budget and 2019
Actual by 23% and 20%, respectively. This
is primarily due to Recording & Service
Fees which trail prior year by 54% or $4.2
million.
Controllable Expenses trailed budget by
16.9% or $7.2 million primarily due to
cost containment. The most significant
areas of cost containment focused on pay-

roll & benefits, professional services, pro-
motion, and travel.

Audit Committee Report
Mr. Tatro reported that the Audit
Committee and management met with
KPMG on October 7, 2020 to review the
Audit Plan and Results of the audit of
consolidated financial statements for the
year ended December 31, 2019.

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, sec-
onded by Mr. Tatro, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to accept the recommen-
dation of the Audit Committee and there-
fore, the Board of Directors VOTED to
accept KPMG’s Unmodified Audit
Opinion on the Consolidated Financial
Statements of The American Kennel Club
for the year ended December 31, 2019
and place a copy on file for reference.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President, Sport
Services participated in this portion of
the meeting. 

Australian Terrier Proposed Breed Standard
Revisions
The Board reviewed the proposed revi-
sions to the General Appearance, Tail,
and Forequarters sections of the
Australian Terrier breed standard as sub-











3. Replace “Veterinarian Association” with
“Veterinary Clinic” for consistency
4. Replace the requirement to publish the
“names and address of the judges” with
the publication of the “names, city and
state of the judges”
5. Replace the requirement to publish the
“address of the Secretary” with the publi-
cation of a “Club address”
6. Insert “Entry Fee(s)” as a required ele-
ment.

Following a motion by Mr. Hamblin, sec-
onded by Mr. Sweetwood, the Board
VOTED
(unanimously) to consider the matter at
this meeting, waiving the normal notice
procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Hamblin, sec-
onded by Dr. Battaglia, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to modify Chapter 6,
Section 2 of Rules Applying to Dog Shows
which specifies elements required to be
published in premium list for AKC
events. 

The proposal will be read at the
December 2020 Delegates meeting and
voted at the March 2021 Delegates meet-
ing. If approved by the delegate body, the
effective date will be immediate. 

Rules Applying to Dog Shows
CHAPTER 6
SECTION 2. The premium list should
contain the following:

• A list of the officers of the show-giv-
ing club and the club address

• A list of the members of the Event
Committee (there must be at least
five) together with the designation of
“Chair” and the Chair’s address (and
Obedience Trial Chair if an obedi-
ence trial is being held by a club in
connection with its dog show)

• The name(s) of the veterinarian(s)
or name of local Veterinary Clinic
and whether the veterinarian(s) will
be in attendance throughout the
show hours or “on call”

• The names, city and state of the
judges together with their assign-
ments

• The name and addresses of the su-
perintendent or show secretary who
has been approved by the American
Kennel Club

• Entry fee(s)
• Whether the show is benched or un-

benched
• The exact location of the show
• The date or dates on which it is to be

held
• The times of opening and closing of

the show

Notification must be printed in the
Premium List only if the club is not offer-
ing the three-point major to the Reserve
Winners at the National Specialty.

Analysis of Majors in Low Entry Breeds 
Alan Slay, Director, Event Programs, pre-
sented these findings. Low entry breeds
are defined as breeds in which there
were less than 3,500 dogs in competition
in a calendar year. The evaluation of the
breeds that meet the criteria is per-
formed annually and a Low Entry Breed
list is posted on the AKC website within
the Conformation Judging Resource
Center section. In 2020 there are 99
breeds/varieties on the Low Entry Breed
list.
The AKC Board of Directors requested
an analysis of the frequency that low
entry breeds earn majors. The guideline
within the points schedule formulation
process is that three-point majors should
be available at 18% to 20% of the shows
with competition in regular classes for a
given division/breed/sex combination.
Winners Dog and Winners Bitch awards
at all-breed, group, and specialty events
in the 2018 and 2019 calendar years
were used as a basis for the analysis of
majors earned by low entry breeds. The
analysis finds that low entry breed
bitches are earning majors at a rate that

conforms to the guidelines of the points
schedule formulation process.
Low entry breed dogs are earning
majors at a rate well below the guide-
lines of the points schedule formulation
process.

JUDGING OPERATIONS
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President,
Sports & Events; and Tim Thomas, Vice
President, Dog Show Judges, participated
in this portion of the meeting via video
conference.

Mandatory Ramp Examination – Miniature
Bull Terrier
The Board reviewed a request from the
Miniature Bull Terrier of America. The
Miniature Bull Terrier of America has
requested that the Board of Directors
mandate the use of a ramp for all exami-
nations of the breed including during
group and Best in Show judging.
Currently, Miniature Bull Terriers may be
judged either on the ground or the table
at the discretion of the judge. 

Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, sec-
onded by Dr. Battaglia, the Board
VOTED (In favor: Battaglia, Biddle,
Carota, Davies, Garvin, Knight, McAteer,
Powers, Smyth, Sweetwood, Wallin;
Opposed: Tatro; Abstained: Hamblin) to
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http://theboykinspanielclub.com/
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https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.picards.us
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/bca/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/finnish_lapphund/index.cfm
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
http://www.pumiclub.org
http://www.assa.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/
http://www.swdclub.org/
http://www.bordercolliesociety.com/
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