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t hough we are finding new ways to 
work and hold our shows, we are 
keeping busy at AKC pushing our 
mission forward in new ways.

 First, we are happy to share with you that 
akc family dog magazine was awarded 
Folio’s 2020 Eddie award for Best Animals/ 
Pets Consumer Magazine, Full Issue, for its 
“Youth Issue” (May/June 2020). The 2020 
Folio: Eddie and Ozzie Awards announced 
300 winners out of thousands of entries. This 
year’s 2020 Folio: Eddie and Ozzie Awards 
also praised the article “Momma Mia and 
Her Bald Ballerina” written by Managing 
Editor Mara Bovsun for the March/April 
“Comfort Issue.” This is an amazing  
achievement, and we commend the fam-
ily dog editorial team for their exceptional 
work. (See more on page 6.)

As we focus on new ways to reach dog 
owners and lovers, we have expanded our 
virtual events. In September we held our 
first ever Virtual RDO day, and it was very 
well received, with over 800,000 impressions 

generated and excellent participation from 
dog owners around the country. Celebrated 
across akc.org, AKC.tv, and our social-media 
platforms, the day covered various topics pre-
sented by AKC experts, including responsible 
dog ownership, therapy-dog training, and 
canine health, as well as AKC sports, Canine 
Partners, GoodDog Helpline, and AKC Pet 
Insurance. We look forward to keeping this as 
part of our RDO days in the future.

Lastly but never least, this issue focuses on 
breeders, an integral part of the preservation 
of our beloved dogs. Breeders are the lifeblood 
of the AKC. So much of what we do at the 
AKC relies on the dedication that breeders 
have to their breeds, and producing healthy 
dogs to standard. It is no easy feat and the life-
long dedication is a testament to the love for 
our dogs. 

This issue includes practical information 
and advice that are excellent learning tools for 
veteran and newer breeders who are seeking 
to expand their knowledge and enhance their 
programs. 

We truly hope that you enjoy the issue and 
that you receive information that can add to 
your already stellar breeding programs.

Dennis B. Sprung
President and CEO

https://www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/family-dog/
https://www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/akc-gazette
https://AKC.tv
https://www.akc.org/register/information/canine-partners/
https://www.akc.org/register/information/canine-partners/
https://www.akc.org/products-services/akc-gooddog-helpline/
https://www.akcpetinsurance.com
https://www.akcpetinsurance.com
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MASTHEAD

NEW YORK—Ever so slowly, the city takes 

baby steps toward something resembling 

normal. On his way to work recently, AKC 

Publications Director Russell Bianca spotted a 

new public-art installation on Broadway and 

snapped these photos. Public art has always 

been part of New York’s cultural mix, and it 

is encouraging to see it return.   

Doggy Bags, created by artist Will Kurtz, 

features oversized sculptures of different dog 

breeds made from recycled materials. The 

highly detailed forms are 

blown up to a scale several 

times their actual size and 

are constructed with steel 

armature, recycled sin-

gle-use plastic bags, and 

duct tape. “Each depicts 

the unique characteristics 

and personality of a differ-

ent breed of dog,” the artist 

says, “while the choice of 

materials provides com-

mentary about the absur-

dity of waste and the need 

to recycle.”
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On Our Cover  

Brittany, photo by Billy 

Hustace    

Creating the New Old  

Normal: Yet Another  
Use for Duct Tape

Chihuahua, Vizsla, Bulldog, and Bullmastiff from 
Doggy Bags

mailto:vxr%40akc.org%20?subject=
mailto:bill%40jlfarmakis.com?subject=
mailto:gazette%40akcg?subject=


https://www.cafirefoundation.org/programs/supplying-aid-to-victims-of-emergency/
https://www.cafirefoundation.org/programs/supplying-aid-to-victims-of-emergency/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-announces-judging-panel-3rd-akc-virtual-top-dog-challenge/
https://www.akc.org/products-services/training-programs/canine-good-citizen/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-launches-new-virtual-home-manners-titling-program/
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AKC FAMILY DOG maga-
zine won Folio’s 2020 Eddie 
Award for Best Animals/ Pets 
Consumer Magazine, Full 
Issue, for its “Youth Issue” 
(May/June 2020). The 2020 
Folio: Eddie and Ozzie Awards 
announced 300 winners out of 
thousands of entries. 

The Folio awards have been 
around for over 25 years and 
recognize “engaging content 
and gorgeous design” across 
all sectors of the publishing 
industry. 

This is the first Folio honor 
for FAMILY DOG, founded in 
2003. The bi-monthly maga-
zine’s “Youth Issue” garnered 
praise for its focus on junior 
handlers of all ages getting 
started in the world of dog 
sports. 

“We carefully select our issues 
based on our love of the dog 
and human bond,” Managing 
Editor Mara Bovsun says, “and 
we couldn’t think of a better 
way than to show that through 
the lens of junior handlers and 

their dogs.” 
Additionally, Folio rec-

ognized Bovsun’s feature 
“Momma Mia and Her Bald 
Ballerina” about dancer 
Maggie Kudirka, who at 23 
was diagnosed with breast 
cancer. Kudirka tells how her 
Pomeranian show dog was 
essential to emotional healing. 

“I’m thrilled that FAMILY DOG 
has gained recognition as the 
leading pets consumer maga-
zine and hope that we continue 
to stand out from the rest of the 

crowd with 
our storytelling and appeal to a 
new generation of dog lovers,” 
Bovsun says.

Family Dog “Youth” Is Served

Maggie Kudirka 
with Momma Mia

https://www.geico.com/landingpage/member-discount/?logo=70907
https://www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/family-dog/
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/68070227#/68070227/1
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/721e82ad#/721e82ad/25
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/721e82ad#/721e82ad/25
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/68070227#/68070227/1


https://www.akc.org/about/down-and-back-akc-podcast/
https://poodleclubofamerica.org
https://poodleclubofamerica.org
https://www.fortworthkennelclub.org
https://takethelead.org


https://youtu.be/4xaGUlVuIMQ
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Beginning in 1936, and 
ending only with her death 
in 1999, Julia “Julie” 

Gasow, of Troy, Michigan, presided 
over what can be called the most 
successful show kennel in U.S. his-
tory. “She was a brilliant breeder,” 
Elliott Weiss said in a Canine 
Chronicle interview, “one of the 
best of the century.” Gasow’s Salilyn 
kennel (named for her daughters 
Sally and Linda) set the standard 
for the modern English Springer 
Spaniel, and breed fanciers still beam 
with pride when they say their dog 
descends from Salilyn stock.

Residing in the AKC Archives are 
taped interviews with Mrs. Gasow 
and other show-ring greats, conducted 
by Ric Routledge, the late fancier 
and publisher. These conversations 
were recorded in the early 1990s for 
Routledge’s “audio magazine,” Dog 
Talk. The idea of an audio maga-
zine was intriguing, but the pre-in-
ternet, pre-digital tech (cassette tapes 
sent through the mail) was cumber-
some. In a way, Routledge was a 
trailblazer: What he then called an 
audio magazine we today call pod-
casting. It was just a matter of tech-
nology catching up with the idea.

McComb County KC, 1953: Mrs. Gasow’s 
beloved Ch. King Peter of Salilyn, handled 
by Dick Cooper. The judge is Jim Trullinger. 
(Norton of Kent photo)
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FEATURE
But if the Dog Talk business 

model proved unsustainable, the con-
tent Routledge created was pure gold. 
Mjwj1 |j uwjxjsy ymj ăwxy ufwy tk f 
two-part transcript, edited for space 
and clarity, of Routledge’s 1993 
conversation with Mrs. Gasow. 

The session found the 89-year-
tqi Rwx3 Lfxt| ns ăsj ktwr3 Mjw 
tone was authoritative but brimming 
with the humility and good humor 
that endeared her to generations of 
fanciers. Sitting beside Mrs. Gasow 
during the interview was Salilyn 
kennel manager and handler Kellie 
Fitzgerald.

RR I’ve seen breeders who 
bred a few good dogs early on 
and then spent many years try-
ing to get what they had. They 
couldn’t keep it going, like their 
breeding program peaked and 
they couldn’t maintain quality. 

You, on the other hand, your 
dogs keep getting better and 
better all the time. What are 
you doing that the rest of us 
aren’t?

JG For one thing, I believe 
entirely in linebreeding. I have 
linebred dogs for years and 

years, and I’ve had a great deal 
of luck with it—but always 
trying to breed out faults and 
bring in new characteristics 
that are better and breed 
out the characteristics that 
are not so good. I’ve worked 
very, very diligently at the 
same thing and with the same 
method. 

RR You must have a very 
open mind to be able to look 
at your dogs and see not only 
the good but the bad and 
what needs to be improved. 

JG It’s very, very, very 
important that you judge 
your own dogs negatively.

RR Negatively?
JG I look for all of the 

faults in my dogs. If I were a 
judge again, I would look for 
the good characteristics in a 
dog—if I were judging in the 
show ring. I wouldn’t hunt 
for the faults if I were judging 
someone else’s dog. But if I’m 
judging my own dogs, I want 
to see the faults first. I look 
for the faults because I want 
to get rid of them.

RR Fascinating, because 

Keystone English Springer Spaniel Club, 
1958: This rare Evelyn Shafer photo shows 
Mrs. Gasow (far right) during her brief  
judging career. Her BOB is Ch. Ascot’s Ajax, 
handled by Anne Rogers.
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every single dog, the puppies 
that didn’t look like anything 
and we sold are very import-
ant. We would have to know 
what every single one of those 
turned out to be. Because, 
they’re part of the litter. And 
the good one might have been 
the fluke.

RR Having bred the same 
breed for over 60 years, you 
had to outcross once in a 
while. How do you know 
when to do that and how to do 
that?

RR I haven’t done a strict 
outcross for years and years. 
But every once in a while I’ll 
see a relative of my dogs, a 
distant relative but there’s been 
some connection, and I’ll like 
the looks of that dog. 

As a matter of fact, I’m toy-
ing with that right now, except 
I know it’s foolish at my age to 
start into this. But that dog I 
saw at a dog show looks exactly 
like his father, and I no longer 
can breed his father. So, I’m 
very tempted to breed to him, 
but I’ve given up the idea. I’ve 
gone around the circle and I’m 

ready to come to the end. So, 
I’ll just tie off the loose ends 
and not try to go any farther. 

FRESH AND FROZEN
RR Have you ever collected 

and frozen semen from your 
great stud dogs?

JG You know, I’ve made 
a great mistake in this. I am 
now interested. I had a feeling 
in past years that I did not 
want to do this because my 
conception of frozen semen 
was the idea that you wanted 
to reproduce that same dog 
at a later date. You wanted to 
keep the possibility of breeding 
to the dog. I thought it would 
be breeding backwards, that it 
would be holding onto some-
thing when I want to go ahead. 
I want to improve. I want to 
breed something better the 
next time, and I don’t want to 
breed backwards. 

But I missed a big, big point: 
If something happens to that 
dog, tomorrow, you still can 
breed to him. 

RR So, if this top dog has 
been dead 10 or 15 years, do 

you question going back that 
far?

JG I do. I question it. I ques-
tion it. What appealed to you 
and what you thought was 
great 20 years ago, you go 
back to it tomorrow, it doesn’t 
look the same as it did 20 
years ago because everything 
has changed, and we have to 
change along with it. We can’t 
suddenly go back 20 years and 
pick it up where we thought it 
was good before. There’s going 
to be a difference.

RR Type, balance, move-
ment, temperament: How do 
you rate those?

JG I think that type is the 
most important. 

RR I’ve heard judges say 
that they look for the best mov-
ers first, then put up the typiest 
dog of the good movers. I’ve 
always felt this is backwards.

JG You can go outside and 
if you sit on the corner long 
enough you’ll see mutts come 
along that move perfectly 
beautifully. It won’t mean a 
single thing. You can pick up 
a beautiful mover from some-

Skyline KC, 1978: Rutland Gilliland 
gives BIS to Ch. Salilyn’s Continental, 
handled by Houston Clark.





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRmi41fxcVM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7L6L0N2Yhm8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tG7xo1ya6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ApjYlGLVMSo
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a watershed moment in the 
advancement of canine health, 

breeders that has lasted for 
more than 50 years.   

The immediate outcome was 
the development of a standard-
ized method for evaluating 
and recording the results of hip 
radiographs and later, elbow 
X-rays. The long-term con-
sequence of OFA’s creation 
was the development of exten-
sive canine-health databases, 
including phenotypic and 
genetic results from over one 
million individual dogs.

The AKC recognized the 

research and in 1995 launched 
the Canine Health Foundation 
with a one-million-dollar dona-
tion. Since that time, AKC/
CHF has provided almost 
$50 million for more than 950 
canine-health grants and proj-
ects.

By working with the AKC/
CHF and OFA, the AKC’s 
parent breed clubs have been 

members about the genetic 

screenings that are appropri-
ate for dogs of their breed. 
In collaboration, the AKC/
CHF and OFA established the 
Canine Health Information 
Center (CHIC), an open data-
base that publishes the testing 
results of dogs that meet all 
parent club–required proto-
cols. The CHIC open database 
is available for breeders to see 
and use to make informed 
breeding decisions.

CHIC has also established 

a DNA bank for all breeds to 
make DNA samples available 
to researchers with qualifying 
grants and studies as well as 
to breeders and owners when 
new genetic tests become avail-
able.

The close relationship and 
collaboration between the 
AKC and the individual AKC 
parent breed clubs, OFA, and 
the AKC/CHF has conveyed 

dog breeders, producing and 

maintaining resources that ear-
lier breeders could only dream 
of. When canine health chal-
lenges emerge today, breed-
ers have many professional 
resources they can consult  
for answers and further  
investigation.

TODAY’S CHALLENGES
What breeders need now is 

an understanding of the bene-

testing; when, where, and how 

“Serious dog breed-
ers want to produce 
dogs sound in mind 
and body. They want 
their dogs to bring 
joy to families who 
take them into their 
homes.”

BONUS VIDEO: THE BASICS OF DOG GENETICS

https://www.akcchf.org
https://www.ofa.org/about/chic-program
https://www.ofa.org/about/chic-program


https://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/library/articles/CANINE_GENETIC_TESTING_07-28-2020_FINAL_with-links.pdf
https://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/library/articles/CANINE_GENETIC_TESTING_07-28-2020_FINAL_with-links.pdf
https://www.akcchf.org/donate2015/akc-canine-health-foundation.html
https://www.akcchf.org/research/research-portfolio/?grant_status=open&needs_funding=&research_area=&disease=
https://www.vetvine.com/article/673/akcchf-upper-airway-syndrome-results-of-a-cross-sectional-study-in-norwich-terriers
https://www.vetvine.com/article/674/akcchf-pu-what-s-that-golden-retriever-pigmentary-uveitis
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There’s a big hole 
in October where 
Montgomery County KC 

ought to be. The cancellation of 
America’s top all-terrier affair is 
yet another disappointment in a 
year of disappointments. Oh well, 
wait till next year! In the meantime 
we observe this terrier time of year 
with a gallery of favorites from our 
photo archive.

Clockwise from top left: Evelyn Silvernail 
(1908–1979) with an armful of her famous 
Crack-Dale Wire Fox Terrier pups. Asked to 
name the best Wire she ever bred, Mrs. Sil-
vernail responded, “Top Row of Wildoaks. … 
He was the only Wire to ever beat  
Ch. Nornay Saddler, the great Smooth.”

Selkirk, Scotland: Actor John Nichol as au-
thor Sir Walter Scott, with a pack of Dandie 
Dinmont Terriers in tow. Scott coined the 
name Dandie Dinmont in his novel  
Guy Mannering.

The imported West Highland White Terrier 
Ch. Whitebriar Jalisker (b. 1964) is remem-
bered for his 13 BIS and 47 group firsts, and 
for siring breed legend Ch. De-Go Hubert. 

Sahuaro State KC, 1963: Lakeland Terrier Ch. 
Brazen Blonde of Oz wins the Terrier Group 
and BIS under Heywood Hartley. Harry  
Sangster handled for Mr. and Mrs. Bob Wiel, 
of Kerryall.

    That 
Terrier 
Time of 
     Year
Montgomery County KC, 1990: A spry 11-year-old 
Scottish Terrier Ch. Braeburn’s Close Encounter 
(Shannon) wins the Veterans class six years after 
taking Montgomery County’s BIS. The judge is 
Elaine Rigden, the handler George Ward, and pre-
senting is Terry Stacy. Shannon retired with 214 
all-breed BIS.

https://www.facebook.com/montgomerycountykennelclub/
https://sahuarostatekc.com




mailto:Arliss.Paddock%40akc.org?subject=
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Brittanys
WHEN IT ALL STARTED

As I contemplate several ideas to possibly 
use for the next Brittany column in the 

GAZETTE, it comes to mind that it’s been a 
few years. I looked it up: The writing started 
in February 2014, as Martha Greenlee, who 
had for several years been writing the column, 
asked for a “guest columnist” to do the AKC 
GAZETTE

appeared in the July issue of that year. And 
the writing has continued for these past six 
years. 

Because of my interest in the breed, focus on 
the written content of the Brittany columns 

and training for all those events. An attempt 
has been made for the column, each quarter, 
to be somewhat balanced. It has been rather 
surprising that over these six years, there has 
been very limited comment generated by 
these Brittany columns from the readership. 
One could speculate that the subject matter 
just is not of interest; as a writer, it is hoped 
that this is not the case. Or in this “digital 
world” we live in, people just do not take or 
have the time to read the breed columns of 
the GAZETTE.

Let’s go back to the subject of “when it all 
started.” This is a subject that could focus in 
two ways: In a personal way, it could address 

how our family came to have a Brittany as 
a family member. Some of that subject has 
been covered in previous columns. However, 
the focus of this column has to do with the 
Brittany as a breed.

Often, in this author’s opinion there has 
not been enough emphasis placed on the fact 

man began to domesticate the wolf into dogs 

as a food source. Eventually, four separate 
types of dogs evolved: the guard/protection 
dog, the herding dog, the sight-hunting dog, 
and the scent-hunting dog. Humans started 
to control the breeding of dogs for these four 

-
ferent types of cover, to have keen noses, and 
to have the ability to retrieve game. Some of 
these dogs were bred to point upland game 

In the region of Brittany, which is now part 
of France, a dog was developed by the local 
farmers and peasants through interbreeding 
English and Irish setters with a small local 
French spaniel, resulting in the breed known 
today in the U.S. as the Brittany. (The breed 

Brittany Spaniel.) 
These early breedings resulted in the 

Brittany being a small, leggy pointing dog 
standing about 20 inches at the shoulder and 
weighing 30 to 40 pounds. The Brittany is 

birds; they are known to be a tough dog with 
excellent retrieving abilities. It also should be 
considered that the French farmer/peasant 
was breeding with a purpose. That purpose 
was to improve the breed, which needed to be 
a small hunting dog that could not be found 
when the noble’s soldiers, during the early 
Renaissance years (14th to 17th centuries), 

came to search his home. 
Also, consider that this breeding was for the 

dogs produced a dog with outstanding scent-
ing and pointing abilities. It was “man” who, 
throughout the years, used selective breed-
ing to make those changes to produce the 
Brittany. This breed has now been standard-

Club. 
When our family started decided to get a 

Brittanys: “It all starts with a pup!”



mailto:davidawebb%40aol.com%20?subject=
http://www.theamericanbrittanyclub.org
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enjoyed going for a lot more and longer walks 
since she has been home, and they have spent 
more time doing tricks and practicing agility 
in the back yard. Since they haven’t gone 
to agility trials lately, Elsje has been able to 

-
ity skills. Both dogs have happily assisted Elsje 
with her studies and have attended many of 

The Kooiker 
Chronicle (Fall 2020)

2021 National Specialty
national specialty weekend that was origi-

last April had to be cancelled due to the pan-
demic. But the good news is that the event 
has been rescheduled for April 8–11, 2021, 
at the same location—in Albany, Oregon, 

Club’s all-breed shows. So, we hope you’ll 
join us for “Waggin’ Tails on Oregon Trails” 
next spring! Events will include the national 
specialty, performance events, seminars, 
judges’ education, the annual membership 
meeting and awards banquet, three days of 
supported entries, individual dog evaluations 
by our Dutch judge, and other highlights of 
what will be a very enjoyable get-together of 

on the 2021 national specialty, and informa-

parent club website here:

USA

Pointers
BE A MENTOR

Being a mentor to the newcomer to dog 
showing can be rewarding, but at times it 

can be frustrating as well. It is easy to mentor 
the person who isn’t afraid to ask questions 
and who is willing to say “Show me.” It’s 
much harder to mentor someone who is timid 
about asking questions and asking for help.

There are so many positive directions we 
can send the newcomer. Besides the normal 
route of handling classes and other in-person 
training opportunities, webinars by handlers 

there have been many live-streamed demon-

sometimes done by professional handlers—
who better to learn from? And longtime 
breeders have streamed puppy evaluations 
and conformation and movement “semi-
nars”—free, and online. In addition, mentors 

 

experiences.
“We are always learning,” says my own 

handling team. Send your student to watch 

other breeds and other handlers at the shows, 
instead of just showing his own breed and 
going home. Tell him to watch the people 
who are successful, and see if any of their tech-
niques can be applicable to his own dog. Tell 
him to be a student of conformation. In this 
way newcomers can become better handlers, 
better exhibitors, and better sports as they 

judges choose as they do. Tell the newcomer 

there are certain “constants” across all breeds. 

Tell him to learn to train his eye to see the 
sometimes obvious and sometimes exquisite 

Tell your student who asks questions and 
seeks advice to approach a serious and long-

the sincerity and eagerness to learn, 99 times 
out of 100 they get the help they ask for. 
We who are experienced and well-seasoned 
(euphemism for “older people”) are thrilled to 
help encourage love and appreciation for our 
breed and for the sport.

Pointer 
(photo Helyne Medieros)

https://www.nkcusa.org
https://www.nkcusa.org
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Fast-forward to 2019. A research team 
led by Benjamin Hart, DVM, PhD., lead 
investigator and professor emeritus at UC 
Davis, published the results of an extensive 
follow-up study, this time looking at the 

age of the procedure. The team reviewed 
13 years of health records from 1,015 male 
and female Goldens 1 to 8 years of age, not-
ing their age at the time of surgery: before 6 
months; between 6 and 11 months; between 
12 and 24 months; or between 2 and 9 years 
of age. The results of this study should be a 
wakeup call for the Golden Retriever com-
munity. 

Focusing on joint disease, male Goldens 
fared the worst. The study found that in 
males neutered before 12 months of age, the 
risk of developing hip dysplasia doubled, with 
the disease occurring at a younger age in 
early-neutered dogs compared to those still 
intact or neutered later. The team also stud-
ied the incidence of cranial cruciate ligament 
tears (CCL) and found that both males and 
females neutered prior to sexual maturity had 
an increased risk of CCL disease. Notably, 
there was no occurrence of CCL disease in 
intact males or intact females, or in late-neu-
tered females, with the obvious conclusion 

developing this disease. 
With respect to certain cancers, unfortu-

nately, we can’t spay/neuter it away. In fact, 
spay/neuter actually increases the risk of 
many canine cancers.  

Female Goldens appeared to be more at 
risk of one or more cancers by neutering 
than males. In fact, neutering at any age after 
6 months increased their cancer risk three 
to four times compared to non-neutered 
females. Male Goldens neutered before 12 
months of age experienced three times the 
risk of lymphosarcoma than dogs neutered 
after 1 year of age. In both sexes, early neuter-
ing raised the risk of mast cell tumors.  

And there’s more. Considering just these 
numbers and percentages alone, however, 
the main takeaway is that our beloved breed 

health problems if we ignore the results of 
these important studies. Rescues, shelters, 

on reducing pet overpopulation may balance 
this information with their stated mission. As 
Golden owners and breeders, however, we 
should adjust our own “Golden mission” and 
consider the health consequences before we 
agree to or recommend “the knife.” 

nona@nonabauer.com
Golden Retriever Club of America 

English Setters
OUR HIGH-ACHIEVING ENGLISH 
SETTERS PART ONE

Once upon a time there was a widespread 
belief that Setters in general were dumb. 

Maybe some people still think that you can’t 
train a setter—that they don’t listen, don’t pay 
attention, aren’t motivated, or whatever drivel 
has been passed along. If you have an English 
Setter looking at you at the moment, you 

English Setters have been bred for centuries to 
be “biddable.” That means that they are quite 
trainable.

To prove this point, in this and the next col-
umn we’ll hear from several people who have 
reached the highest levels of training achieve-
ments with their English Setters.

Chris Cornell and OTCH Cornell’s Queen Princess 
(1976-1993)

Today we can look at Chris Cornell and OTCH 
Cornell’s Queen Princess as trailblazers, but back 
in 1976, Chris was simply dealing with an English 
Setter puppy for his son that needed some training. He 
tells the story.

vacation. At age 6, he looked so vulnerable as 
he boarded the plane alone, bound for Seattle 
and his grandparents’ home. It was to be an 

new litter of puppies. After a week had passed 
the inevitable call came, “Can Shahn have a 
puppy, a cute little tricolor English Setter”? 
We had already discussed that it would be 
yes, but had a lot to do in our new house and 
making a yard for her. So, with the help of 
his grandparents, Shahn selected the perfect 
puppy, to be named Queen.

Queen arrived in Phoenix in mid-July, at 
10 weeks old. Since she was not accustomed 

kitchen, patiently waiting for her new family 
to come home. She was such a sweet puppy. 
We never imagined what an important mem-
ber of the family she would become. 

Every evening when the sun had nearly set, 
we would take Queen to the park for some 
exercising. She loved that so, and was so 
enthusiastic about being with us. However, by 
the time she was 4 months old, it was becom-
ing an adventure, because she was now drag-
ging us to the park. For a puppy, she sure was 
strong! It was time to start some training.

match and came in contact with the English 
Setter Club of Phoenix. Through them, we 
were introduced to the beautiful Laverack 

them and the Llewellin setters. They were also 

mailto:nona%40nonabauer.com?subject=
http://www.GRCA.org
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-
ished she is busying herself with a new litter of 
puppies. Thank you, Carolyn.

The second is to introduce myself to those of 

Gordon in 1978, and with only one exception 
I have only had Gordon Setters since that 
time. The one exception was an Irish Red and 
White Setter purchased in 1985, long before 

Gordon Setter Club of America since shortly 

-
pions, one dual champion, and Gordons with 
hunting titles. Mostly I have been happy to 
share the house, the sofa, and occasionally the 
bed with the dogs. 

Setter national specialty, in 1983, and I have 
been chair of the Midwest specialty for more 
years than I care to admit, starting in 1980. I 

Setter National Field Trial, in 1993. I have 
also been enlisted (drafted) several times to 
serve as the scribe for the national trials. For 
a number of years I judged pointing-breed 

hunting tests, and the occasional spaniel hunt-

Spaniel test. Eventually age takes a toll, so 
I have retired from those happy duties. My 

and meadows here in Ohio with a well-be-
haved senior Gordon.

This is a “temporary” position, but I’m sure 
most of you are aware how broadly that term 
can be applied. 

Finally, I will close this with a phrase that 
ended the GAZETTE columns for a number of 
years when the late Jane Matteson was the 

columnist. “Reach down now and hug your 
Gordon. Mean it.” 

—Jim Thacker,
dunbargs@sbcglobal.net
Gordon Setter Club of America 

Irish Setters

Connie Vanacore wrote the following col-
umn in 2013—and the topic, like classic 

style, is surely timeless.

A SENSE OF STYLE
What is “style?” If one reads the New York 

Times, style means one thing. If you read one 

If you get your sense of style from movies 

depending on what you watch—for example, 
Downton 

Abbey and the many crime shows on network 
TV provides a stark contrast in style. 

How does this translate into the dog world? 
Astute and experienced breeders can tell 
whether a dog will have style from the time 
he stands on his unsteady legs in the whelp-
ing box. The late, great Annie Clark said she 
could tell immediately whether one of her 
Poodle puppies will have the quality of style 
that will set it apart from the others as he 
grows up. 

If a dog enters a show ring saying to the 
world by his presence, “Here I am—you have 
to look at me,” that dog has style! There was 
an Irish Setter years ago whose very pres-
ence commanded attention. This dog had his 
detractors, of course. But there was no deny-
ing his presence. Other exhibitors, bystanders, 
and the judge in the center of the ring all rec-

He had star quality. He had style!
Dogs who excel in all sorts of venues also 

may have style. A hunting dog locked up on 

Gordon Setter
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of my six dogs who contracted Lyme disease 

all of the above to relatively mild symptoms. 
All responded very well when treated with 
antibiotics.

After a day’s hunt or a run in the woods or 

dog and remove any ticks before heading for 

home. Be sure to conduct regular tick-checks 
on your dogs. 

When removing a tick, wear gloves, and use 

tick as close to the skin as possible, pulling 
it straight out. Be sure not to crush or punc-
ture it. To dispose of the tick after it has been 
removed, drop it into a medicine-bottle con-

taining some alcohol. This will kill the nasty 
little creature. Last, wash the area and your 
tools with an antiseptic.

The deer tick is a hidden danger that we 
all have to live with. Because we own and 
love Irish Red and White Setters, outdoor 
activities are a must, so before heading out, 
here are a few tips on how to protect your-
self: Wear light-colored socks, pulled over the 
bottom hem of long pants; closed shoes; a 
long-sleeved shirt tucked into your pants; and 
a hat. Also be sure to arm yourself with a nat-
ural or approved insect-repellent for you and 
your dog. Finally, your best defense against 
Lyme disease is knowledge. To learn more, 
lots of information is available on the internet. 
—L.R., 2010

Irish Red and White Setter Association of 
America 

Clumber Spaniels 
QUOTABLE QUOTES PART II

Continued here are quotations begun in 
the July column, taken from our two- vol-

ume Clumber Talk! Half Century of Clumber Spaniel 
Columns: 1969–2019, consisting of 221 Clumber 
columns by 10 columnists and 41 guest colum-
nists.

• Nothing as important to a breed as its stan-
dard—though a perpetual topic of conversation.

judges, especially in distant lands, for the 
unique “Clumber roll.”

• The national specialty: Where else can you 
see so many excellent Clumbers?

• “More than a hundred Clumbers, includ-
ing forty-two champions—I thought I had 
died and gone to heaven!”

• Ten years ago a Clumber in a show was a 
remarkable event.

• If not a winner with the judge, always a 
winner with the spectators.

• At Crufts, one has the overall impression of 
a cluster of national specialties.

have bars [for drinking]! Why do you go to 
dog shows?”

• Benching seems largely redundant when 
there is also “Meet the Breeds” or “Discover 
Dogs.”

• There are two species of ringside commen-
tators: (1) “How’s come he has ‘em run round 
like that?” and (2) “Didn’t that dog’s littermate 

• First and foremost is temperament, fol-
lowed by soundness of body.

• Judges should look for a low-legged sport-
ing spaniel with good length of body, mas-
sively built throughout, with strong bone and 
feet, and a massive headpiece of soft, pleasing 
expression.

Irish Red and White Setter
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• A square Clumber lacks breed type.
• Tall and square is the “drag” of the breed. 

• Don’t get caught up in “bigger is better”—
balance is best.

• Heavy doesn’t mean fat. 
• A perennial Clumber problem: lack of 

proper angulation, especially with rears too 
straight.

• Not good: too short a ribcage, too long a 
loin.

• A correct Clumber head is a thing of 
beauty.

• The Clumber Spaniel should never be 
shaved.

• The feathers should clear the ground by half 
an inch.

• From a highly respected, longtime dog show 
judge: “Only two professions where you can be 
wrong half the time and still get paid: weather 
forecaster, and dog show judge.”

• One can teach a dog obedience, but the dog 
must be born with the desire to hunt—a true 
Clumber trait. 

 
important.

Clumbers to demonstrate their hunting  
abilities.

• Enthusiasm and speed are not synonymous.
• “Intense” best expresses a good Clumber’s 

attitude toward birds. 
• Obedience is important because the train-

ing demands handler and dog work together, 
building a bond.  

• People who see obedience competition as 
“making” the dog do something have missed 
the point entirely.

• Clumbers are driven by their noses, and 
obviously made for tracking.

• “Completely without training, the Clumbers 
put their noses down and began tracking.”

• Teaching a Clumber to track is only slightly 
harder than teaching it to eat or take a nap on 
the couch!

• Scent Work: a sport tailormade for the 
Clumber.

• The canine nose is 10,000 to 100,000 times 
more sensitive than that of humans.

• Certainly not every Clumber should do agil-
ity.

• For so massive a dog, it’s a lot to ask: a 
strong rear to propel him/her over the jump, 
and an even stronger front to absorb the impact 
of landing. 

• It’s the shoulders especially that take the 
most pounding.

• With most of the weight on the front end, 
it’s important to get the front legs under the 
center of gravity.

Clumber Spaniel
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club are deeply indebted to these two women 
for their great contribution in the preservation 
of breed history and knowledge through these 
beautiful and authoritative volumes. 

THE HEIDESTA SISTERS
Beauty of Heidesta (Ch. His Highness of 

Ware x Ch. Pride of Heidesta) was named 
“Beauty” because even as a puppy, she was 
a real beauty, with a very white, white coat 
and cleanly and evenly marked. She was good 

lot of coat. Shown for only the third time at 
the 1950 ECSCA Specialty, she was Winners 

day went on to Best of Breed over the three 
specials for three more points and placed 
second in the group. She had completed her 

(Forsyth).

admired Beauty, Mr. Dodge bought her from 
her breeders and presented her to Mrs. Dodge 
as a Christmas gift in 1950. In Mrs. Dodge’s 
ownership and handled by Ed Sayres, Beauty 
had an excellent career, particularly for a 
bitch. She won the group at Old Dominion 

bitch to win Best of Breed at an ECSCA 
National Specialty (1952), where she also went 

the show ring was at the American Spaniel 
Club in 1953. The judge was Mrs. Arthur 
Vogel (Mrs. Mildred T. Imrie), who not only 
judged English Cockers but also did Best in 
Show. Beauty took Best of Breed and then 
went on to Best of Opposite Sex to Best in 

Beauty had a litter sister, Nature Girl of 
Heidesta, a black, white, and tan. She was not 
as glamorous as Beauty, with less angulation 
and less coat, but she was sturdier and very 
pretty. It was Nature Girl who became the 
producer, with six champions to her credit, 

of Ranch-Aero. —The English Cocker Spaniel: 
Jubilee Book of the English Cocker Spaniel Club of 
America, Inc., Vol. 1 (English Cocker Spaniel 
Club of America, 1986); pp. 147–8.

English Cocker Spaniel Club of America 

English Springer Spaniels
SNIFF THE WIDE WORLD

Looking for a miracle? Consider the 
astounding abilities of your dog’s nose. 

Taking a walk to allow our canine companion 

pleasure to a dog. Humans can hardly fathom 
the myriad messages that dogs’ noses under-

English Springer Spaniel

https://englishcocker.org/
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Welsh Springer Spaniels
HOW CAN REPUTABLE BREEDERS FIND 
THE RIGHT BALANCE?

Recently a young man asked me for help 

person,” but I’m not sure he knows that I breed 
them. He was being encouraged to look at the 
Shiba Inu, a breed I know very little about. I 

-
ble breeders for him to speak with and learn if 
the breed is right for him.

He lives in an apartment and, like so many of 
us now, is home all the time and able to be with 
the dog full time. He said he might just rescue 
a dog from a local shelter, perhaps a pit bull 

-
cial means to support a dog and a job that will 

to normal. But how many breeders will sim-
ply stop listening when they hear he lives in an 

either a purebred or a rescued mixed-breed?
It so happens I have a pregnant bitch and am 

dealing with people who hope to be on the list 
for a puppy. It’s a perfect storm of supply not 
coming close to meeting the demand for Welsh 
Springer Spaniels. Like many breeders, I have 
a rough hierarchy for what makes a potential 

puppy buyer appeal to me:
• Have they had a puppy from me, or a 

breeder I know well and can speak with?
• Have they ever owned a Welsh Springer 

before, even if I don’t know the breeder?
• Do they have someone who is home all day? 

After this pandemic is over, will the dog still have 
someone at home?

• Will they commit to basic puppy and obedi-
ence training?

• Do they have a fenced yard?
• Have they raised a dog from puppyhood 

and, therefore, really understand the needs of a 
puppy?

• If they have children, have those children 
been raised with dogs?

These are obviously just the basics, and many 
of my breeder friends have far more stringent 
requirements. Multi-page questionnaires have 
become de rigeur, but I trust my instincts based on 
multiple conversations with people and meeting 
the families with children prior to puppy pick-up 
day.

odyssey, with many people refusing to speak 
further to me once they heard I worked all day 
and didn’t have a fenced yard. The woman who 

She also learned I couldn’t fence because I lived 
on a golf course, but I was committed to long 

Welsh Springer Spaniel
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we like to think of ourselves as being. 
We, as a fancy, need to do a better job of 

policing ourselves online. I get that we have 
lives, and we’re tired, and we’ve answered the 
same questions a hundred times before, and 
we don’t like people, which is why we prefer 

our faces when we meet the newbies to our 
social-media groups with the virtual equiva-
lent of a pack beating. We need to try harder 
to be inclusive or we will simply drive poten-
tially good homes directly into the arms of 
those who only ask that the payment hits their 
account before the dog walks out the door. If 
this treatment rankles someone who has been 
in dogs for nearly 50 years, what must it feel 
like to the starry-eyed newbie who is attempt-
ing to do the right thing and look for a rep-
utable breeder? We must be better than that 
because our breeds are depending upon us. 

eboracumk9@yahoo.com
Anatolian Shepherd Dog Club of America 

Bernese Mountain Dogs
THE BMDCA NATIONAL SPECIALTY AND 
HISTORY

The cancellation of dog shows due to the 
pandemic has been depressing. It caused 

me to start wondering, what is it that is so 

appealing about dog shows, and especially the 
BMDCA national specialty? I have indulged 
my pleasure of research by immersing myself 
in the history and progression of the breed’s 

Berner history for details and descriptions. 
Using the extensive information on the 
BMDCA website, along with interviews, for-
mal and informal surveys, and the archives 
of Berner-L, I have sought to understand the 
emotion and mystique of this annual event. 

The research has helped to mitigate the sad-
ness and frustration over cancellations of the 
2020 BMDCA national and so many other 
shows due to COVID-19. 

The national specialty was started in 1976 
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The next year it 
was held in Fresno, California. Each year the 
site and state changes. Events and number of 
days have been added as dog sports have blos-
somed. The largest show was in Frankenmuth, 
Michigan, in 2016. The Bernese Mountain 
Dog national is consistently one of the largest 
specialties in the country.

This is a condensed and universal response 

1. Why do you attend the national specialty? 
“Even if you do not show or compete, it 

breed.”
“The depth of experience and history pres-

ent is unequaled.”
One response had an interesting merit: 

“While the abundance of regional specialties 
has led to numerous dogs whose owners can 
say they have specialty wins, there is only one 
national specialty winner each year.” Another 

are attracted to Berners very strongly. So 
in performance events, having all Bernese 
around is the most distracting environment 
possible. Qualifying is a coup.”

I asked what they would change if they 
could. Universally they said, “Have more 
time.” “Spending time talking to people as we 
no longer have enough down time between 
events.” A jam-packed schedule is the down-

With athletic, versatile dogs, it is easy to strain 
the schedule.

A couple of people described the mystique 

stand in one spot outside and turn in a circle, 
and there were hundreds of happy, gorgeous 
Berners everywhere. Berner Heaven!” It just 
might be a piece of heaven, whether it is in 
Virginia, Minnesota, or Colorado.

As I researched, I learned about the 
BMDCA Historian. That job is described 
in this way: “The purpose of the Historian 
Committee is to keep accurate and up to date 
information regarding the history and activ-
ities for the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of 
America (BMDCA) in support of the club’s 
vision, purpose, strategies, and goals.” 

As I researched the history of the national 
specialty, I became very aware of a good 
news/bad news issue. The good news is the 
BMDCA has years of statistics and data pre-
served. The bad news is that it is far across the 
country from me. Good news is the informa-

The bad news is the limited access. Until the 

Bernese 
Mountain 
Dog
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to follow their nose. For other sports, it may 
depend on the dog, on how much they value 
teamwork and new environments, but it’s also 
something we can help them with. Just as I 
eventually learned how to actually be a good 
sport, my dogs can learn to really enjoy con-
formation or obedience or agility. Extrinsic 
rewards like treats and toys can help make the 

event itself something that they genuinely get 
excited about and enjoy. 

Not all dogs love every sport, and some 
sports are more intrinsically rewarding for 

characteristics, but just as I can learn to love 
participating in, say, obedience, even though 
I’m not innately good at breaking down the 
exercises into individual components and 
teaching them to my dogs, my dogs can learn 

as part of a tightly coordinated team.
I don’t know if my dogs, or any German 

Pinschers, care if they learn something from 
competition. I’m almost certain they don’t 
care about being a good sport. What they 
instinctively enjoy or learn to enjoy is the 
teamwork, the thrill of exploring a new envi-
ronment, the intrinsic reward of the work 
itself, and the opportunity to spend the day 
with their human. While conformation in 
particular, and at some level performance 
and companion sports too, help breeders to 
evaluate their dogs and plan their breedings, 
there’s so much more to participating in them 
for both dogs and people, and so many ways 
beyond the ribbon or trophy for each particu-
lar sport or competition to be rewarding.

—Deb Coates, 
charmingbillie@gmail.com
German Pinscher Club of America 

Great Pyrenees
THE TELL

SPyrenees, entered my life in 1994, I 
became interested in animal-assisted therapy. 
She had all of the qualities that embodied a 
good therapy dog. She was patient, sweet, 
and kind and loved people. My only concern 
was passing the obedience part of the therapy 
testing. Since Pyrs are bred to think inde-
pendently, you must have a sense of humor 
and a lot of patience when doing obedience 

threat, but they might. So, a down-stay might 

you on that.” After a few months of training, 

were on our way.
We began our therapy journey at the local 

nursing home, visiting residents who were 

Thursday evening, we went to our local nurs-
ing home. On the day of our visits, the resi-
dents were reminded that we would be com-
ing that evening, and some would save bits 
of their food for Shelly. We had to be careful 
about what they had stashed in their pockets. 
Once, someone tried to give her a pork chop, 
which she would have heartily eaten!

When we walked in into the lounge, Shelly 
worked the room like magic. She always went 

certain that the feeling was mutual. At times 
she had to be coaxed to visit everyone else, 
because Joe would pet her forehead forever if 
given the opportunity. He was the only man 
in the group, which is why I think they had 
that special bond. One thing of interest was 
that nearly all of the residents remembered 
Shelly’s name and that she was a “Great” 
something or other. Mary, who was Shelly’s 
second favorite, always shouted “Hiya, Shelly! 
How are you?” and then she would immedi-
ately turn to me and say, “Who the heck are 
you?” I always smiled and said that I was with 
Shelly.

About eight months passed, and on this par-
ticular evening, someone else was sitting in 
Joe’s chair. After I removed Shelly’s leash, she 
immediately went to that chair, sat in front 
of it, and turned to me as if to say, “Where’s 
Joe?” I encouraged her to go around and 
visit everyone. After all, Joe might have had 
a visitor or wasn’t feeling well. So, she went 
on and happily visited everyone, getting pets 
and kisses and the occasional hidden treat. 
After about 45 minutes, she went back to Joe’s 
chair, lay down in front of it, and looked up as 
if she were wondering where he was.

The following week, we went back for our 
usual visit, and Joe still wasn’t there. This 

German Pinscher
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entertains guests and family members in this 
way.

Finally, I was on the phone recently with a 

herself because she heard sounds of “gnawing 
on wood” and was concerned about the wood-
work. 

Helping with housework.
Julie Hervas sent me a story about one of 

“Louie was a determined, strong-willed, 
sweet boy. When he made up his mind, noth-
ing stopped him from following through with 
his plan. One morning I was gathering dirty 
laundry and tossing it down the basement 
stairs. The pile had become quite large. 

“Louie decided he was going to check out 
this large pile, and he headed down the base-
ment stairs. I watched him stop at the bottom 

think you’re so smart, don’t you? Ha ha! 
Stupid dog. Ha ha! Now whatcha gonna do?’ 

couldn’t even turn around, so he was indeed 
in a pickle. He glanced back up the stairs over 
his shoulder at me. ‘Ha ha! Stupid dog,’ I 
snickered. 

“Without hesitation, Louie proceeded to 
climb up the entire stairs backwards. He gets 

to the top and looks at me like ‘Who you cal-
lin’ stupid now?’ 

“He was brilliant.”

we had thoroughly vacuumed the living room. 
Then he would dismember any intact toy he 

distributed far and wide. He would lie in the 
midst of the carnage looking quite self-satis-

to include other wonderful stories of our 

the Turtle. However, during a stressful time 
when we need a bit of humor, hopefully the 

-
come diversion.

klc@klcassociates.com
 

Neapolitan Mastiffs

Our column for this issue was written by Rita 
Gniiqj3 Wnyfúx ăwxy gwjji |fx ymj Lwjfy Ifsj1 

followed by the Akita (a breed she still owns). Rita 
judges Best in Show, several groups, and Junior 
Showmanship, and she is the Delegate from Ingham 
County KC in Michigan. She is currently on the AKC 
Board of Directors.

Wnyf ăwxy gjhfrj ns{tq{ji |nym ymj Sjfutqnyfs 

Rfxynẍ ns ymj rni26>>5x1 |mnqj ny |fx xynqq f wfwj 
gwjji3 Xmj mjquji yt ljy ymj Sjfutqnyfs Rfxynẍ firny-
ted to the AKC and advised the club on revisions of the 
standard and on judges’ education. She was one of eight 
AKC judges who went through the arduous education 
and testing process to become a “USNMC-Sanctioned 
Oziljø -rjfsy yt {jwnk~ f qj{jq tk gwjji2pst|qjilj 
equivalent to the European FCI judges) and became a 
club member as well. She was on the USNMC board 
twice: from 1999–2009, and again 2018–2020, 
and she has continued acting in various capacities 
within the club, doing breed education, mentoring other 
judges, and in general being an admirably outspoken 
breed advocate within the AKC. I asked Rita to write 
fs fwynhqj fgtzy ozilnsl ymj Sjfutqnyfs Rfxynẍ3

 
JUDGING THE NEAPOLITAN MASTIFF

In judging the Mastino, I always look for 
-

and rear. The head is important, and I feel the 
standard is pretty explicit on what it wants.

I do not like extreme exaggeration, and I 
feel the breed must not become a caricature 
of itself, but I do want the desired head type, 
with the shape of eyes, ears, and head ratio 
and depth being important, along with the 
required wrinkling, dewlap, and so on as 
described in the standard. 

The standard calls for a level topline, and I 
particularly want the front assembly to match 

the rear. A strong second thigh is very import-
ant to give balance to such a massive dog. 
Too many are stronger in the front than in the 
rear. 

I also expect correct movement. Please note 
that the breed moves like a lion and must 
move decently, but not with the tremendous 
reach and drive that you see commonly when 
people move around the ring too fast. 

What do I think judges new to the breed 

sometimes will gravitate to the extremes, 
rewarding either an overdone Mastino or 
one that lacks wrinkling and looks more like a 
Cane Corso. Non-breed-specialists also seem 

Rita Biddle with 2006 Neapolitan Mastiff  
national-specialty winner Ch. Ironstone Lillian

mailto:klc%40klcassociates.com%20?subject=
http://www.mastiff.org


mailto:Margaret.peggy.wolfe%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.neapolitan.org


https://ncanewfs.org/publications/illustratedguide/illusguide15.html
mailto:bearscamp%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://www.ncanewfs.org




mailto:mcivor_carole%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.PWDCA.org 




https://vgl.ucdavis.edu/test/feh-samoyed
mailto:hloproto%40comcast.net?subject=
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org
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expected to see playing together were doing just 
that. Even the older dogs showed interest and 
enthusiasm in participating and were welcomed 
into the group.

One of the biggest surprises involved the 
pairing of dogs in the kennel runs. Fortunately, 
both girls had just recently come out of season. 

were free to choose both the run and their 
mates. The arrangement changed day to day, 
and months later, dogs we never thought would 
get along are still buddies.

Spending so much one-on-one time with the 
Siberians provided a much clearer insight into 
the special relationships between mushers and 
their dogs. The more time musher and dogs 
spent together, the stronger the bond and trust. 

how quickly or how strong the bonds would 
become. During a time when kennel life could 
have been extremely stressful, the dogs grew 
into a community.

Dogs are wonderful creatures. They help 
humans see the world in a calmer, kinder light 

Feed them, care for them, love them, and they 
-

apists, and best friends.

klonaquay@gmail.com
Siberian Husky Club of America 

Standard Schnauzers 
A TAIL’S TALE

Having participated in numerous confor-
mation and performance events over the 

past 50 years, I’ve observed many a telltale 

tail gives insight into the personality, tempera-
ment, and character of the dog.

Our breed standard says, “the Standard 
-

ligence, aptitude for training, fearlessness, 
endurance and resistance against weather 
and illness. His nature combines high-spir-
ited temperament with extreme reliability.” It 
describes the SS tail as “set moderately high 
and carried erect . . . docked to not less than 
one inch nor more than two inches,” and 
faults a squirrel tail. 

The standard also says, “dogs that are shy or 
appear to be highly nervous should be seriously 
faulted and dismissed from the ring. Vicious 

SS are working dogs, bred as all-purpose farm 
dogs for a multitude of tasks such as guarding, 
hunting, and herding, that rely on their even 
disposition, strong character, and fearlessness. 
Nervous or fearful dogs can’t be depended on 
to guard property or people, hunt rats or other 
vermin, or herd skittish animals like sheep.

-
getic lot who take great pleasure in doing their 

job well, whether it’s guarding, conformation 
competition, performance sports, tricks, or 
taking care of the kids in the backyard. The 
SS greeting the judge with a wagging tail 

his tail up endears himself to his audience—
judges, competitors, and prospective owners 
alike. A joyful, tail-wagging SS in the confor-
mation, obedience, or agility ring is a delight 
to watch.

Breeders should breed only SS with solid 
temperaments, and they should raise puppies 

gently so they enjoy their early lives and activ-
ities. Owners and trainers should continue 
educating the puppies in a way to produce the 
happy, tail-wagging adults we want to see at 
home and in the ring. The tail tells the tale of 
the alert, highly intelligent, spirited, reliable 

know and love. 

Mexico, WustefuchsSS@aol.com
 

Tibetan Mastiffs
THE TIBETAN MASTIFF AS A LIVESTOCK 
GUARDIAN DOG

Whether guarding the tents and herds of 
the nomads, homes in the villages, or 

temples and monasteries in Tibet, the Tibetan 

The breed still retains both the physical and 
mental traits required of a guardian breed: 
intelligent, independent, loyal, alert, fearless, 
large, strong, and imposing. There is no doubt 
that a TM can take on the job of protecting 

the West? This is what we will address here in 
the second of a two-part series looking at the 

a working dog. 

Standard Schnauzer Murphy does a trick for 
Halloween

mailto:klonaquay%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.shca.org
mailto:WustefuchsSS%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.StandardSchnauzer.org
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In order to properly address the issue of TMs 

the purpose and intent of LGDs and how the 

in perception between countries and cultures. A 
LGD is a dog who is purposefully bred to protect 
livestock from predators. Historically, “All the 
livestock guard dog (LGD) breeds descend from 
dogs that have been working alongside shep-
herds and goat herders in Europe or Asia for 
centuries. Each breed in the group can be traced 

As noted in our last article, Tibetan nomads 
and farmers have used TMs to protect their 
herds for centuries, and it would have been 
impossible to raise their animals without their 
dogs. LGDs guard and protect in three distinct 
ways: scent-marking the perimeter of their 

these boundaries, and tend to stay away from an 
occupied territory; barking to warn and ward 

Tibetan Mastiffs will protect anything 
within their borders, including livestock—
shown here with yaks in summer and win-
ter—but it is critical to understand that this 
breed works in daily close partnership with 
its people and is not suited to be left to live 
on its own with livestock with only minimal  
socialization. 



mailto:debmayer%40thetatek.com?subject=
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org 
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               ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETING
The next meeting of the Delegates will

be held via video Zoom Webinar on
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 beginning
at 12:30 p.m. Eastern Time. It will follow
the Delegates Forum which will begin at
11:00 a.m. ET.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Arrowhead Kennel Club

DELEGATES CREDENTIALS 
Claudia L. Burk, Bakersfield, CA, Kern

County Kennel Club 
Timothy Carrion, DDS, Owings Mills,

MD, Swamp Dog Retriever Club
Mary Lou Cuddy, Granville, NY, Saratoga

New York Kennel Club
Heidi Henningson, Springfield, NE,

American Chesapeake Club 
Daniele Ledoux-Starzyk, Henderson, NV,

Silver State Kennel Club
Carey L. Moreschini, Pueblo West, CO,

Southern Colorado Kennel Club 
Michael L. Moscowitz, New Haven, CT,

Shoreline Retriever Club 
Cecilia Resnick, Leander, TX, Japanese

Chin Club of America
Susan Schneider, Blairstown, NJ, Norfolk

Terrier Club 
Sherri Swabb, Sugarcreek Township,

OH, Dayton Dog Training Club 

NOTICE
As a result of an Event Committee deter-

mination the following individual stands
suspended of AKC privileges.  It should be
noted that this determination may still be
appealed and may be reversed.  Upon ex-
piration of the appeal process, an appro-
priate notice describing the status of the
individual’s suspension, if any, will appear
in this column:
        Mr. Charles Hines (Hinsdale, IL)
        Ms. Francis Keays (Kuna, ID)

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CHARTER
AND BYLAWS OF THE AMERICAN KENNEL
CLUB, INC. ARTICLE IV, SECTION 1
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-

ing amendment to ARTICLE IV, Section
1, of the Charter and Bylaws of the American
Kennel Club, Inc. proposed by the Delegate
Parent Club Committee and brought for-
ward by Staff. This will be voted on at the
December 2, 2020 Delegates Meeting.

ARTICLE IV
SECTION 1. All multi-breed Clubs or As-

sociations which have held at least three
Dog Shows, Obedience Trials, Field Trials,
or Agility Trials in consecutive years under
rules of the AKC and all Parent Specialty
Clubs which have been or shall be formed
for the improvement of any breed of pure-
bred dogs shall be eligible to become
members of the AKC.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CHARTER
AND BYLAWS OF THE AMERICAN KENNEL
CLUB, INC. ARTICLE VIII, SECTION 7 
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-

ing amendment to ARTICLE VIII, Section
7, of the Charter and Bylaws of the American
Kennel Club, Inc. proposed by the Beau-
mont Kennel Club (BKC) and brought
forward by Staff. This will be voted on at
the December 2, 2020 Delegates Meeting.

ARTICLE VIII
SECTION 7. All elections shall be by bal-

lot; except, if no valid additional nomina-
tions are received by the Executive
Secretary by November 15; the Nominat-
ing Committee's slate shall be declared
elected at the annual meeting and no bal-
loting will be required. If no valid addi-
tional nomination(s) are received by the
Executive Secretary by November 15; for
any partial term up for election, the par-
tial term candidate shall be declared
elected at the annual meeting and no bal-
loting will be required.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES AP-
PLYING TO DOG SHOWS CHAPTER 16, SEC-
TION 1 – CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-

ing amendment to CHAPTER 16, Section
1, of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, pro-
posed by Staff. This will be voted on at the
December 2, 2020 Delegates Meeting.
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to The American Kennel Club on a form
which will be supplied on request to clubs
that meet the requirements of The Ameri-
can Kennel Club. This application will be
referred to the Board of Directors of The
American Kennel Club which will consider
it and notify the club of its approval or dis-
approval. A licensed or member club is al-
lowed to hold up to four field trials per
calendar year.

CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provi-

sional judges should be addressed to the
Judging Operations Department at PO
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. Let-
ters concerning Agility, Obedience, Rally,
Tracking, and VST applicants should be
addressed to the Companion Events De-
partment in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the
request of a judge or judge applicant, pro-
vide that individual with copies of letters
received regarding their judging qualifica-
tions. As a result, it should be understood
that any such correspondence will be
made available, upon request, to the judge
or judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all Conforma-
tion and Junior Showmanship judges to
notify the Judging Operations Depart-

ment of any changes or corrections to
their address, phone, fax or emails. These
changes are very important because they
affect your judges’ record, the web site
and the Judges Directory. 
Please notify Judging Operations by email
at judgingops@akc.org.

ADDITIONAL BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Dr. Azalea A. Alvarez (97321) FL
(954) 434-0318
minsmere954@yahoo.com
Balance of Toy Group (Chinese Crest-
eds, Japanese Chins, Maltese, Shih Tzu,
Silky Terriers, Toy Fox Terriers), Bull-
dogs 

Mrs. Linn Klingel Brown (23263) AZ
(651) 226-9080
linnkling@aol.com
Balance of Hound Group (American
English Coonhounds, American Fox-
hounds, Beagles, Black and Tan Coon-
hounds, Bloodhounds, Bluetick
Coonhounds, Cirneco dell’Etna, English
Foxhounds, Harriers) 

Ms. Marge B. Calltharp (17384) CT
(860) 873-2572
ctmarbo@gmail.com
Balance of Toy Group (Toy Fox Terri-
ers), Azawakhs, Black and Tan Coon-
hounds, Grand Bassets Griffons
Vendeens, Harriers, Pharaoh Hounds,
Sloughis 

Mrs. Beth Downey (102539) MS
(410) 829-2455
bethdowney539@gmail.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Bernese Mountain
Dogs, German Pinschers, Great Pyre-
nees, Leonbergers, Newfoundlands,
Saint Bernards 

Mr. Brandon H. Edge (101383) NC
(910) 280-9745
bedge8006@gmail.com
Cocker Spaniels, Boston Terriers Chi-
nese Shar-Pei, Chow Chows, Coton de
Tulear, Dalmatians, Lhasa Apsos, Low-
chen, Poodles, Shiba Inu, Xoloitzcuintli 

Ms. Christine Erickson (22529) AZ
(480) 262-6630
cmerickson767@gmail.com
Chihuahuas, Chinese Cresteds, Papil-
lons, Pomeranians, Australian Shep-
herds 

Mr. Randy Garren (17218) NC
(919) 362-9799
k9pro@aol.com
Anatolian Shepherds, Chinooks, Dogo
Argentinos, Dogues de Bordeaux, Ger-
man Pinschers, Great Pyrenees, Komon-
dorok, Newfoundlands, Portuguese
Water Dogs, Samoyeds, Siberian
Huskies, Tibetan Mastiffs 

Mrs. Sue Goldberg (6502) NJ
(908) 647-3807
brandongroup19@gmail.com
Grand Bassets Griffons Vendeens

Mr. Don Hanson (97239) AZ
(360) 510-2092
sounderfan2@gmail.com
Maltese, Bichons Frises 

Ms. Britt Jung (66281) TX
(703) 626-9149
brittej@gmail.com
Barbets, Lagotti Romagnoli, German
Wirehaired Pointers, Chesapeake Bay
Retrievers, Curly-Coated Retrievers, Irish
Red & White Setters, American Water
Spaniels, Clumber Spaniels, English
Cocker Spaniels, Sussex Spaniels, Welsh
Springer Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani

Mrs. Cindy Lane (65098) GA
(864) 316-6351
glane1464@yahoo.com
Airedale Terriers, Border Terriers, Cairn
Terriers, Smooth Fox Terriers, Wire Fox
Terriers, Lakeland Terriers, Norfolk Ter-
riers, Norwich Terriers, Parson Russell
Terriers, Russell Terriers, Scottish Terri-
ers, Welsh Terriers 

Ms. Patrice Loves (102871) PA
(717) 939-2770
lovesgold@comcast.net
Curly-Coated Retrievers

Mrs. Molly Martin (6650) AL
(334) 271-2778
mollydmartin@gmail.com
Anatolian Shepherds, Dogues de Bor-
deaux, Giant Schnauzers, Great Danes,
Samoyeds, Siberian Huskies 

mailto:judgingops@akc.org
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Mrs. Debbie L. Melgreen (98655) IL
(309) 358-1233
melridge@mymctc.net
Balance of Herding Group (Australian
Cattle Dogs, Bearded Collies, Belgian
Laekenois, Norwegian Buhunds,
Swedish Vallhunds), Doberman Pinsch-
ers

Dr. A. Todd Miller (96991) MO
(573) 560-3383
whippetsofjomyr@icloud.com
Brussels Griffons, Chihuahuas, English
Toy Spaniels, Manchester Terriers,
Miniature Pinschers, Pekingese, Poodles,
Pugs 

Ms. Shelley Miller (102995) NC
(919) 525-5001
sunmagicclumbers@gmail.com
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, English Set-
ters, Vizslas 

Mr. James A. Moses (93094) GA
(770) 329-4768
jmoses0924@aol.com
Pointers, Curly-Coated Retrievers, Nova
Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers, Gordon
Setters, Field Spaniels, Welsh Springer
Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani, Vizslas,
Weimaraners, American English Coon-
hounds, American Foxhounds, Black
and Tan Coonhounds 

Ms. Mary C. Murphy-East (36967) MN
(763) 291-2263
marmcmurph@aol.com

Barbets, Irish Setters, Irish Red & White
Setters, American Water Spaniels, Clum-
ber Spaniels, Irish Water Spaniels, Sus-
sex Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani 

Mr. Christopher Tilghman Neale (6124) FL
(352) 222-4165
christopherneale@me.com
Lagotti Romagnoli, Chesapeake Bay Re-
trievers, Irish Red & White Setters,
American Water Spaniels, Wirehaired
Pointing Griffons, Wirehaired Vizslas 

Mr. Thomas J. Nuss (93619) NJ
(856) 404-3029
nusstj@comcast.net
Bullmastiffs, Italian Greyhounds 

Mr. John C. Ramirez (1814) CA
(310) 991-0241
jrami68620@aol.com
Airedale Terriers, American Hairless Ter-
riers, Cairn Terriers, Glen of Imaal Terri-
ers, Parson Russell Terriers 

Mr. Joseph Reno (6407) NJ
(908) 561-7098
hicrest121@aol.com
Balance Herding Group (Beaucerons,
Belgian Laekenois, Border Collies, Entle-
bucher Mountain Dogs, Finnish Lap-
phunds, Swedish Vallhunds) 

Mr. Johnny Shoemaker (19267) NV
(702) 834-6557
dssup@cs.com
Azawakhs, Borzois, Cirneco dell’Etna,
Irish Wolfhounds, Portuguese Podengo

Pequenos, Sloughis, Treeing Walker
Coonhounds 

Ms. Amy Sorbie (36968) CO
(720) 245-5781
amy.sorbie@vca.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, English
Toy Spaniels, Manchester Terriers, Papil-
lons, Pekingese, Silky Terriers 

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been ap-

proved on a Permit basis for the desig-
nated breeds in accordance with the
current judging approval process. They
may now accept assignments and the fancy
may still offer comments to Judging Oper-
ations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Mr. Richard (Ric) Brown (108381) MI
(248) 514-9665
ricbulldog@aol.com
Bulldogs

Ms. Anita Clouse (108393) IL
(217) 816-2597
ranita.kennels@yahoo.com
German Shepherd Dogs

Ms. Cassie Frank (108441) TX
(702) 595-7607
tailwindcardis@gmail.com
Cardigan Welsh Corgis

Mrs. Marilyn Susanne Hickok (108183) OR
(503) 394-2689

marilyn@hope-dachs.com
Dachshunds

Mrs. Jessica Huguenard Lewellen (106151)
WA
(360) 390-8141
jessicalewellen@mac.com
Great Danes

Ms. Joann (Corbin) Richards (108420) MO
(314) 341-0876
joellegsd@gmail.com
German Shepherd Dogs

Ms. Pamela Schroeder (108285) BC
(778) 834-0059
pam@schroeder.bc.ca
Rottweilers 

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 
Mr. James S. Albrecht (100017) MA
(603) 770-6933
nhbriard@aol.com
Treeing Walker Coonhounds, Bouviers
des Flandres, Entlebucher Mountain
Dogs, Finnish Lapphunds, Miniature
American Shepherds, Old English
Sheepdogs, Spanish Water Dogs,
Swedish Vallhunds

Mr. Brian C. Bogart (100059) NY
(716) 984-0012
sumerwyndb@aol.com
Balance of Terrier Group (Cairn Terri-
ers, Cesky Terriers, Dandie Dinmont Ter-
riers, Irish Terriers), Dogues de
Bordeaux, Komondorok
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QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE DELEGATES

OF
THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB

ZOOM WEBINAR
SEPTEMBER 15, 2020

Dennis B. Sprung, President

PRESENT 376
Abilene Kennel Club—Melanie Steele
Affenpinscher Club of America—Letisha
Wubbel
Afghan Hound Club of America, Inc.—
Ms. Constance Butherus
Airedale Terrier Club of America—Aletta
L. Moore
Akita Club of America—Steven Lisker
Alaskan Malamute Club of America, Inc.—
Patricia A. Peel
Albany Kennel Club, Inc.—KC Gottschalk
American Belgian Malinois Club—Carol J.
Shields
American Belgian Tervuren Club, Inc.—
Ms. Janina K. Laurin
American Bloodhound Club—Mary Lou
Olszewski
American Boxer Club, Inc.—Sharon Steckler

American Brittany Club, Inc.—Mrs. Terri
Hilliard
American Bullmastiff Association, Inc.—
Alan Kalter
American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
Club, Inc.—Patricia Kanan
American Chesapeake Club, Inc.—Timothy
Carrion
American Fox Terrier Club—Connie Clark
American Foxhound Club, Inc—Harold
Miller
American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.—Don
Hanson
American Maltese Association, Inc.—Ms.
Sandra Bingham-Porter
American Manchester Terrier Club—
Roberta Berman
American Miniature Schnauzer Club,
Inc.—Barbara Donahue
American Pointer Club, Inc.—Mr. Danny
D. Seymour
American Rottweiler Club—Mr. Peter G.
Piusz
American Sealyham Terrier Club—Kenneth
W. Mader
American Shetland Sheepdog Associa-
tion—Marjorie Tuff
American Sloughi Association—Erika N.
Wyatt
American Spaniel Club, Inc.—Bruce Van
Deman
American Tibetan Mastiff Association—
Martha Feltenstein

American Whippet Club, Inc.—Karen B.
Lee
American Wirehaired Pointing Griffon As-
sociation—Kate DeSanto
Anderson Kennel Club—Laura A. Rockwell
Anderson Obedience Training Club,
Inc.—Ms. Patricia A. Sample
Ann Arbor Kennel Club, Inc.—Anne R.
Palmer
Arkansas Kennel Club, Inc.—Pamela J. Ar-
wood
Atlanta Kennel Club, Inc.—Ann Wallin
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc.—Gail A.
LaBerge
Augusta Kennel Club, Inc.—Catherine Ia-
copelli
Austin Kennel Club, Inc.—Bette D. Williams
Australian Cattle Dog Club of America—
Joyce Rowland
Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
William I. Christensen
Badger Kennel Club—Jennifer L. Amundsen
Baltimore County Kennel Club—Lucy C.
Campbell-Gracie
Basenji Club of America, Inc.—Katie Camp-
bell
Basset Hound Club of America, Inc.—Dr.
Norine E. Noonan
Battle Creek Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. Kath-
leen Ronald
Bayshore Companion Dog Club, Inc.—
Susan Soviero

Bearded Collie Club of America, Inc.—
Kathy Coxwell
Beaver County Kennel Club, Inc.—Phyllis
Belcastro
Belgian Sheepdog Club of America, Inc.—
Mary G. Buckwalter
Belle-City Kennel Club, Inc.—Carole A. Wil-
son
Berger Picard Club of America—Jacqueline
Carswell
Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America,
Inc.—Sara Karl
Bexar County Kennel Club, Inc.—Jerry
Yarbrough
Bichon Frise Club of America, Inc.—Mrs.
Toby B. Frisch
Birmingham Kennel Club, Inc.—Martha
Griffin
Black Russian Terrier Club of America—
Susan Sholar
Blennerhassett Kennel Club, Inc.—John
McCullagh
Border Collie Society of America—Lisa M.
Pruka
Border Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Mrs. Ruth A. Naun
Borzoi Club of America, Inc.—Prudence G.
Hlatky
Boston Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Mrs. Kathleen M. Kelly
Briard Club of America, Inc.—Diane Reid
Bronx County Kennel Club—Alexa
Samarotto
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ability to enjoy sports we love. Clubs are
challenged by changing rules that are
beyond anyone's control. Breeders,
exhibitors, handlers and judges are strug-
gling with all the uncertainty, and yet we
must carry on. 
In a world of challenges to sports and busi-
nesses alike, management has done more
than keep the status quo and making sure
the lights are on. In the words of JFK,
"There are risks and costs to action. But
they are far less than the long-range risks
of comfortable inaction." 
In some areas of the country, AKC Clubs
have been able to apply equal measures of
hard work and favorable conditions to
achieve successful conformation clusters
during this difficult period. Adapting
social distancing practices and enforcing
the use of face coverings have enabled
clubs in Oklahoma, Wisconsin, Ohio,
South Carolina, Pennsylvania and Kansas
to bring back a taste of what we have all
been missing for so many months. As we
know, executing an event is a complex
effort, even at the best of times, so we’re
grateful for what they have accomplished,
and we congratulate them. 
To assist all clubs in their efforts to man-
age the current situation, the Club
Development Department continues to be
a guiding light. Staff is leveraging every
communication channel, including social

media, show chairs, show committees and
all interested fanciers to facilitate each
aspect of events, including procedures,
confirming dates, checking conflicts and
more. Everyone is welcome to join moder-
ated conversations on Facebook and
Twitter to share information, compare
experiences and learn from one another.
As the saying goes, we're all in this
together, if we're in it at all. So, let's keep
the dialogue going. 
For the vast majority of our clubs have not
been able to proceed with events, and our
exhibitors, handlers and judges are side-
lined, know that we're here for you.
Technology, for better or worse, is one
constant during this time, and we're deter-
mined to apply its best features to rekin-
dle, at least some parts for our dog life. We
have held two virtual dog shows, which
have been a novel way to combine at-home
handling and with charitable donations to
worthy causes, including Take the Lead
and AKC Reunite "Adopt a K9 Cop" pro-
gram. Opportunities in Companion dog
programs are booming online with virtual
tricks, a new Home Manners program,
Rally Novice and Intermediate classes, and
Agility ACT classes. We're also motivating
dog lovers to stay active by participating in
AKC Fit Dog. A consumer targeted social
campaign, called "Woof from Home",
offers a new activity for dog owners to try

at home each day, resulting in terrific
engagement with the public and many
new impressions for AKC brand on
Facebook and Instagram. At AKC, we're
always innovating because we dog people
believe "Where there is no hope, it is
incumbent upon us to invent it". 
And because we know there will come a
time when dog shows will return, we're
ramping up continuing education oppor-
tunities more than ever before. When it
comes to refreshing knowledge and sharp-
ening skills, downtime is the best time.
Last March, AKC's Judging Operations
and Education Departments began offer-
ing judges free educational breed webi-
nars, hosted by parent clubs. Seventy-eight
breeds have been presented to nearly
23,000 live attendees so far. And record-
ings have been watched more than 5,000
times. Webinars continue weekly on
Tuesday evenings. Join us and spread the
word about these superb learning experi-
ences. After researching numerous ideas,
so many new opportunities now exist, each
launched after management's careful
review. As stated by Steve Jobs, "I'm as
proud of many of the things we haven't
done as the things we have done.
Innovation is saying no to a thousand
things."  
I would also like to encourage you to join
us for an AKC tradition going online for

the first time. You can celebrate responsi-
ble dog ownership and there will be a
Facebook event on September 17th from
11:00 A.M. to 3:15 P.M. Share this informa-
tion with your membership, so that we can
get as many people to join us and cele-
brate our dogs and the care we put into
them. Let's embrace this time as best as we
can, for our own sake and the sake of our
dogs. 
Also let's use this time to double down on
our messaging, and our mission to
advance this sport of purebred dogs. We
all know the lockdown has created tremen-
dous demand for puppies everywhere.
Searches on Marketplace have increased
by 85% compared to this time last year.
Fortunately, for AKC, registration of litters
and dogs continues to grow.
Unfortunately, so is the demand for
designer dogs and the "need it now" men-
tality that goes along with it. Breeders of
AKC registerable purebred dogs must
mobilize, make plans and share informa-
tion among one another, if we're to have
any hope for helping prospective puppy
owners to choose a purebred dog. Yes,
many of us have built solid waiting lists
over many years of successful breeding
programs, but don't let that stop you from
helping families find purebred dogs. Share
the good news of litters in your commu-
nity. Keep your club referral page active.
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related to humans and canine behavior,
invited her to be on the committee to
review the Department of Veterans Affairs
research study on the “Potential
Therapeutic Effects of Service and
Emotional Support Dogs on Veterans with
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. That is Dr
Mary Burch. Congratulations Mary. 

The next recipient is a basin of knowledge
in the world of Government Relations and
is a workaholic on behalf of breeders and
owners. She also has the decided advan-
tage of being a dog person with a recent
litter of Siberian Huskies. Typically, like
many of us, she is a Fulbright Scholar. Her
devotion to sharing facts with our con-
stituency helps numerous people in our 
sport – breeders, exhibitors, owners,
Delegates and clubs within their respective
communities. Over the last few years she is
credited for modernizing her department
with extensive amounts of easy-to-navigate
real time data as well as doubling the size
of her staff to serve you better.
Congratulations, Sheila Goffe. 

Born into the sport and an employee for
29 years, this woman continually does a
great deal for the fanciers of tomorrow.
She spearheads the ongoing effort to pro-
mote Junior Showmanship and thereby
the future of our sports; she too excelled

as a Junior. This is but one of many
responsibilities as she provides critical
answers to the concerns of our core con-
stituency daily. Her broad background
brings knowledge to others based on
being an exhibitor, breeder, club official,
Delegate and judge. She sets the example
by providing a multitude of quality serv-
ices with experience and dedication. Of
course, it’s Mari-Beth O’Neill.
Another woman born into the sport, is
with us for 23 years. She is a leader
throughout the corporation and the very
first female Executive Secretary in our his-
tory. When I created the AKC Humane
Fund in 2006 with Board concurrence, my
intention was to broaden our brand in sev-
eral new areas, by promoting AKC and the
human-animal bond through outreach,
education and grants. However, it was this
person’s vision, that brought the Humane
Fund to a higher calling when she recom-
mended that grants also be made to
women shelters – assisting those subjected
to domestic abuse and their dogs. A bril-
liant idea that has resulted in more than
175 grants, making the Humane Fund the
leader of the field. My appreciation to
Gina DiNardo for that vision, her work on
America's National Championship, AKC.tv,
Meet the Breeds and the management of
several departments.

I am extraordinarily proud of the first six
staff Visionary Award recipients, Mark,
Doug, Mary, Sheila, Mari-Beth and Gina. 

A second item. Due to the effect world-
wide on events, I became very concerned
about what will happen to our national
specialty winners being invited to Crufts.
As you know parent club best of breed,
best of opposite, awards of merit, selects
and best bred-by-exhibitor are eligible. So,
I reached out to our friends over the pond
beginning with Tony Allcock, Chairman of
the Kennel Club, and after a number of
discussions, I received confirmation by
Crufts Show Chair, Tom Mather, that par-
ent club winners of either one or two
Nationals in 2021, will qualify for Crufts
2022. Thank you to our close friends at
the Kennel Club, God Save the Queen. 

Chief Financial Officer, Ted Phillips, gave
the Financial Report as follows: 
To our Delegates, thank you for attending
today's meeting. We appreciate your time
and your support. In June, I introduced a
new report format to you, and hope you
found the information easy to read. We
continue to refine these slides, while using
the same focus points of key performance
indicators and financial results. We intend
to present a slide deck, which gives you rel-
evant information on financial activities

and conditions. 
This report will focus on year-to-date infor-
mation for the period ending July 31,
2020, and present comparative informa-
tion for the same period in 2019. When
relevant, we will also include references to
the 2020 budget. For our registration sta-
tistics, we're happy to report data through
August 31, 2020. 
As we reported in June, we are again
pleased to report positive results for Litter
and Dog Registrations. This chart provides
a monthly view of litter registrations for
the eight months ended August 31, 2020,
with comparisons to the same period in
2019. Year-to-date litter registrations are
almost 186,000 or 7% higher than, then
the same period in 2019. In addition, our
registration staff reported that the month
of August 2020 was 14% better than the
prior year’s month and our best month
since 2009.
Turning to dog registration statistics,
please note that year-to-date registrations
totaled almost 471,000 dogs which is 16%
higher than the same period in 2019. For
the month of August, dog registrations
were 20% better than August 2019. Finally,
our staff also noted that this was best
August for dog registrations since 2007.
We want to thank our breeders, the entire
Delegate body, the Board of Directors,
management, and staff for this achieve-
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answer any questions at your convenience
via e-mail or telephone. Thank you. 

(There was a 10-minute recess.)

The Chair advised the Delegates that the
meeting would resume and asked the
Executive Secretary to review the Zoom
Webinar tools.

Ms. DiNardo: I want to remind everyone
about the select interactive features we will
be using for this meeting. Raise Hand
function, please use that button to indi-
cate that you wish to speak. You will be
acknowledged in the order that your
hands are raised. You will be asked to
unmute when it is time to speak. Keep
your hand raised until called upon or
lower your hand if you decide not to
speak. Polls are launched live to conduct
votes for new member clubs and amend-
ments. The Poll will appear on your
screen. Please indicate your vote. The Q &
A function is only to be used for issues
regarding Parliamentary procedures, such
as to second a motion. 

The first vote was on Rules Applying to
Dog Shows Chapter 2, Section 10 –
Making Application to Hold a Dog Show,
which generalizes the language by remov-
ing the references to a form and whether

the futurity or sweepstakes will be open to
nonmembers, providing flexibility to
remain consistent with any modification to
the application procedures without fur-
ther amendment to the Rule. The amend-
ment was proposed by the Delegate Dog
Show Rules Committee and brought for-
ward with approval from the Board of
Directors. 

Voting was conducted by Zoom poll; the
results were two-thirds in the affirmative
and the amendment was adopted. 

The next vote was on the Rules Applying
to Dog Shows Chapter 3, Section 8-A –
Dog Show Classifications, which proposes
a new Section 8-A that would create a new
class, Bred-by-Exhibitor Puppy, to be
offered at conformation dog shows at the
discretion of the club. This class will pro-
vide the opportunity for breeders to
exhibit their puppies in an age appropri-
ate class without risk of sacrificing their
opportunity to attain the Bred-by-
Exhibitor medallion. The amendment was
proposed by a member of the Board of
Directors and presented by staff and
brought forward with approval from the
Board of Directors. 

There was discussion via Zoom:

Virginia Denninger, Delegate for the
Genesee Valley Kennel Club spoke as fol-
lows:
My Kennel Club has instructed me to vote
“No”, and to send it back to the
Committee. They felt that this would be
something that would be really excellent
for National specialties and specialty
shows, but would be unwieldy dealing with
the All-Breed shows, and add up too much
time and cost to the All-Breed clubs.
Thank you. 

Mr. Sprung: Thank you. May I just point
out, it is at the option of the clubs. This is
not an impasse. This is not a mandate.
This is an option.
. 
Anne Hier, Delegate for the Companion
Dog Training Club of Flint, Michigan
spoke as follows:
What is the effective date of this applica-
tion, if it passes?  And can specialty clubs
who have already applied for their applica-
tions for next year, can we add it on addi-
tionally. 

Mr. Sprung: The answer to the second part
is, yes, you can add it on. Doug, do we
have an effective date? 

Doug Ljungren, AKC EVP, Sports & Events
spoke as follows: The effective date is

January 1, 2021. 

Jacquelyn Fogel, Delegate for the Kettle
Moraine Kennel Club spoke as follows: My
club looked at this issue the last meeting,
and their concern was that it would be
nearly impossible in All-Breed Clubs to
implement without further Guidelines. It
complicates everything from – who is con-
sidered for Best Puppy, to what kind of rib-
bons. We do offer awards for puppies.
Does everybody in the class get one?  We
just felt that this was a nice idea. A lot of us
liked the idea and concept, but that it
would be very, very difficult to implement.
So, I have been instructed to vote, “No”. 

Voting was conducted by Zoom poll; the
results were not two-thirds in the affirma-
tive and the amendment was not adopted. 

The vote applying to Rules Applying to
Dog Shows Chapter 3, Section 3 – Dog
Show Classifications, was no longer
required, due to the rejection of the pro-
posal to Chapter 3, Section 8-A. 

The vote on Rules Applying to Dog Shows
Chapter 3, Section 11 – Dog Show
Classifications, was no longer required,
also due to rejection of the proposal to
Chapter 3, Section 8-A. 
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The next vote was on Rules Applying to
Dog Shows Chapter 11, Section 9 – Dog
Show Entries, Conditions of Dogs
Affecting Eligibility, which replaces cur-
rent language with generalized language
eliminating references to specific commu-
nicable diseases, so that the revised section
would address any health issues or diseases
currently being experienced. This amend-
ment was proposed by the Delegate Dog
Show Rules Committee and brought for-
ward with approval from the Board of
Directors. 

There was discussion via Zoom:

Don Adams, Delegate for the Cudahy
Kennel Club spoke as follows: What is the
remedy if a dog with a communicable dis-
ease is found to be on the grounds in vio-
lation of the rules – are the awards with-
held? Thank you. 

Mr. Ljungren: I would think on a practical
basis, if the dog is determined to have a
communicable disease, the club should
immediately ask the dog and the owner to
leave the grounds. If the owner refuses to
do that, that would be a basis for a miscon-
duct hearing. If there is any belief that the
person brought the dog knowing it had a
communicable disease, I would say that is
basis for a misconduct hearing. I hope that

answers the question. 

There was continued discussion via Zoom:

Cindy Stansell, Delegate for the Finnish
Spitz Club of America spoke as follows: To
answer Don's question. Chapter 15,
Section 1 has a protest for ill dogs. So, it is
covered currently under that rule. 

Carolyn Vack, Delegate for the Lancaster
Kennel Club spoke as follows: I just
wanted to be sure that the intent of this
was to eliminate the exposure – the thirty-
day exposure window from the rules.
Thank you. 

Mr. Sprung: It is to eliminate any exposure
to any dogs on the event grounds. 

There was continued discussion via Zoom:

Jacquelyn Fogel, Delegate for the Kettle
Moraine Club spoke as follows: My ques-
tion is, who is going to determine whether
a dog actually has a communicable dis-
ease? Is it going to be a veterinarian
onsite?  Is it just going to be somebody
who was complaining that they thought a
dog had kennel cough?  What about dis-
eases like COVID-19 that – there may be
people carrying a disease but they're
asymptomatic? I just think this is opening

up a huge can of worms and it's going to
cause exhibitor problems where people
complain about a perceived communica-
ble disease, just to create trouble. So, I
think we need a little more clarity on
exactly who will be determining whether
an animal actually has a communicable
disease or not. 

Mr. Sprung: That would be the Event
Committee, who has the authority to con-
sult a veterinarian, should they choose.

Susan Hamil, Delegate for the Shoreline
Dog Fanciers Association of Orange
County, California spoke as follows: The
Canine Health Committee approves this
amendment. One of the reasons we
wanted to change it, was because we can-
not always identify what communicable
disease, if it's a communicable disease.
There is no way to enforce the rule as it
stands now because it would involve diag-
nostic testing, which we didn't have when
the rules were put into Rules Applying to
Dog Shows. So, I understand everybody's
concern, but as the rule is now standing,
it's not – what we have now is not working,
and this will be a much better alternative.
Thank you.

Mr. Sprung: Thank you. 

Cindy Stansell, Delegate for the Finnish
Spitz Club of America spoke as follows: To
answer the one question, Chapter 15,
Section 1 says that the show veterinarian is
responsible for determining whether there
is a communicable disease. 

Cindy Miller, Delegate for the Waterloo
Kennel Club and Chair of the Dog Show
Rules Committee spoke as follows: We
worked very closely with the Canine
Health Committee, to make sure that this
wording was acceptable to everybody, espe-
cially veterinarians, because they were the
ones that have to deal with this. We think
that the Canine Health Committee did a
great job in coming up with this wording
acceptable to a veterinarian and the dog
world. I am encouraging everybody to vote
“Yes” for this. 

Mr. Sprung: Thank you. 

Ann Lettis, Delegate for the Grand River
Kennel Club spoke as follows: Okay. My
question is this, I understand the concept
of it, however, I have been showing for 38
years. I have never ever been asked to
show proof of Rabies Certificate or any-
thing at a show. I feel, let's go back to the
root of the problem, and that something
should be added. Some amendment or
something added to this. Clubs really,
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really need to start checking for health
certificates before, you know, when people
come to a show. Because this causes prob-
lems. Rather than trying to solve some-
thing after the fact, there should be some-
thing before there are issues. Thank you
very much. 

Mr. Sprung: Thank you. 
There was continued discussion via Zoom:

Barbara Burns, Delegate for the Rockford-
Freeport Illinois Kennel Club spoke as fol-
lows: My question is, is this the only way
this can be enforced when there is a vet at
the event?  If there is no vet at the event,
there is no way of enforcing it. Is my
assumption correct on that? 

Mr. Sprung: Correct. This would have
nothing to do with dogs in your kennel, in
your transport etc. This would be at an
event. 

Ms. Burns: I am being misunderstood.
You're talking about that there is a dog at
the event that shows signs of these ill-
nesses, is there a way to prove that if there
is no vet on those premises? Am I correct
on that? 

Mr. Sprung: At some shows, yes. At some
shows, no. Veterinarians are not in atten-

dance at every show. They are often times
on-call. 

Ms. Burns: So, my question is then, if there
is no vet there, there is no way of enforc-
ing this particular rule, am I right in that? 

Mr. Sprung: It depends whether or not
there is a veterinarian in attendance or on-
call. Often times veterinarians are on-call
and they do come to the venue. 

Ms. Burns: Okay. Thank you. 

Don Schwartz, Delegate for the Durango
Kennel Club spoke as follows: I am a vet-
erinarian and a member of the Canine
Health Committee. This is the best way
that this rule could be communicated to
the fancy. If a club – and this is just my
assumption, if a club wanted you to pres-
ent vaccination certificates or carry them
with you, I imagine they can put that in
the premium list, but we could go round
and round and round with this rule. This
is the best way it can be communicated to
the fancy. Thank you. 

Mr. Sprung: Thank you. 

Dr. Charles Garvin, Delegate for the
Dalmatian Club of America spoke as fol-
lows: The questions that were brought up

or regarding detection of this and enforce-
ment of this and be reminded that the cur-
rent rule does not – detection does not
mention enforcement. Just like all the dog
show rules, there are many, many rules.
This is only pertaining to this one particu-
lar section, defining what the exhibitor
should do and what dogs should not be on
the premises. Discussion on this has liter-
ally been going on for a year, and several
Delegate Committees. And just as an
example, when the discussion on this para-
graph started, COVID-19 did not exist.
The basic concept is listing specific disease
is not appropriate. But what is appropri-
ate, is given the general guidelines that the
communicable disease – a dog with a com-
municable disease should not be on the
show grounds and the exhibitor should
follow the veterinarian’s recommenda-
tions. This does not solve all the problems
and all the questions, but it is the best
improvement of this particular section for
Dog Show Rules. So, it should be voted in
favor. 

Mr. Sprung: Thank you. 

Cindy Miller, Delegate for the Waterloo
Kennel Club and Chair of the Dog Show
Rules Committee spoke as follows: I want
to give a huge thanks to Dr. Garvin and Dr.
Schwartz, who really explained it all. First

off, enforcement is in a different section
of the rules. What we're only doing is deal-
ing with this Chapter 11, Section 9. And
second of all, all clubs have a right to ask
for vaccination records or Rabies
Certificates, if you want that information
before coming onto your grounds. So, I
say we call the question and take a vote. 

There was a motion to vote to call the
question which was seconded. 
Voting was conducted by Zoom poll; the
results were two-thirds in the affirmative to
call the question.
Voting was conducted by Zoom poll on the
original amendment; the results were two-
thirds in the affirmative and the amend-
ment was adopted. 

The next vote was on Rules Applying to
Dog Shows Chapter 14, Section 3 –
Measuring, Weighing and Color
Determinations When Factors of
Disqualification in Breed Standards or
Eligibility Under Conditions of a Class or
Division of a Class Cancellation of Awards,
which modifies text for additional clarity,
as to when an entry may or may not be
measured, the judge's procedural respon-
sibilities and the impact on any dog meas-
ured out and associated limitations when
measured out for condition of class. This
amendment was proposed by the Delegate
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Mr. Sprung: Yes. The discussion is on the
motion to refer to the Dog Show Rules
Committee. 

Betty Winthers, Delegate for the Olympic
Kennel Club spoke as follows: I am not in
favor of the additional changes, refer it
back to the Show Committee, because I
have – there are some procedures to con-
duct a misconduct. There is also a commit-
tee meeting to have witnesses and so on. I
think what Ann has to say, is not relevant
to this particular Dog Show Rule, because
there is a misconduct to be conducted.
Thank you. 

Voting was conducted by Zoom poll to
decide whether to refer the amendment to
the Dog Show Rules Committee; it failed
by majority. 
Voting was conducted by Zoom poll on the
original amendment; the results were not
two-thirds in the affirmative and the
amendment was not adopted. 

The results of the Delegates Standing
Committees Election were announced by
Jason Spiegel of KPMG.

Mr. Spiegel: Good afternoon, Mr.
President. Good afternoon, Delegates.
For the All-Breed Clubs Committee, the

following 3 candidates were elected for
three-year terms: Terrie Breen, William
Ellis and Nancy Fisk. 
Also, for the All-Breed Clubs Committee,
the following candidate was elected for a
one-year term: Laurie Maulucci.
For the Companion Events Committee,
the following 3 candidates were elected for
three-year terms: Ruth Crumb, Larry
Wilson and Betty Winthers. 
Also, for the Companion Events
Committee, the following candidate was
elected for a one-year term: Stephen
Hersey. 
For the Parent Clubs Committee, the fol-
lowing 3 candidates were elected for three-
year terms: Karen Burgess, Alan Kalter and
Helen Prince. Also, for the Parent Clubs
Committee, the following candidate was
elected for a two-year term: Richard
Rohrbacher. 
That concludes my results, Mr. President. 

The Chair called on the Executive
Secretary to read the proposed amendment
to the Charter and Bylaws of the American
Kennel Club Article IV, Section 1. 

Ms. DiNardo: This amendment is to
Charter and Bylaws of the American
Kennel Club Article IV, Section 1, which
would prohibit a local Specialty Club from
applying to AKC for Member Club status

in accordance with Article IV of the
Bylaws. The amendment was proposed by
the Delegate Parent Club Committee and
brought forward by Staff with approval
from the AKC Board of Directors. It will be
published in two issues of the AKC
Gazette, and you will be asked to vote on it
at the December 2020 meeting. The full
text is on the worksheet previously
emailed. 

There was discussion via Zoom:

Alan Kalter, Delegate for the American
Bullmastiff Association spoke as follows:
Local breed specialty clubs are licensed to
hold shows under the auspices of the
Parent Club. There are currently 1,852
licensed local breed specialty clubs. The
only exception to that rule is when a local
breed specialty club is a member club. As
such, they hold shows under their own
authority, independent of the Parent Club.
There are currently about 20 local breeds
specialty clubs that are member clubs. The
last one being approved in 1945. The
amendment coming before the Delegate
body would not impact status of those cur-
rent member clubs. In 2000, the Board
appointed Bylaws Overhaul Committee,
whose members include Ron Menaker and
David Miriam, recommended a number of
changes to the bylaws to clean up inconsis-

tencies and to bring them into alignment
with best current practices. One of the
proposed amendments approved by the
AKC Board involved Article IV, Section 4,
allowing a local specialty club to become a
member club. From the December 2000,
minutes, here is Jim Crowley's explanation
of the proposed amendment, "Under the
current Bylaws, Article IV, Section 4 pro-
vides that a local specialty club may
become a member club of the American
Kennel Club.” For at least the last 50 years,
by policy, the Board has not approved that.
The deletion of this section would elimi-
nate the possibility of a local specialty club
from becoming a member. That was the
intent. It's just a straight deletion of the
current Section 4, giving a specialty club,
other than the Parent Club, the ability to
become a member. So, it's really bringing
the Bylaws in line with the current policy
by deleting this section. Now subsequent
to Jim's comments, the motion carried and
it was believed that the rule of the
Delegate body removed the ability of a
local breed specialty club from becoming a
member club. That belief has resulted in
another 20 years – making a total of over
70 years since a local breed club became a
member club. However, as we have seen in
many other instances, removing some-
thing from one section of the Bylaws does-
n't always completely fulfill the will of the
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lowed and for what we will learn from that
discussion. So, I am speaking in favor of
having a full discussion on the matter.
Thank you. 

There was a motion to call the question by
Dr. John Ioia, Delegate for the Southern
Adirondack Dog Club and it was sec-
onded.
Voting was conducted by Zoom poll; the
results were two-thirds in the affirmative to
call the question.
After consulting with the Parliamentarian,
voting was conducted by Zoom poll on the
reconsideration of the previous vote; it
failed by majority.

The Chair called on the Executive
Secretary to read the proposed amend-
ment to the Charter and Bylaws of the
American Kennel Club Article VIII,
Section 7. 

Ms. DiNardo: This amendment is to the
Charter and Bylaws of the American
Kennel Club Article VIII, Section 7, which
would eliminate costly balloting for unop-
posed Board candidates during the annual
election. It would also save the time that it
normally takes during the Annual meeting
to conduct such elections. This amend-
ment was proposed by Beaumont Kennel
Club and brought forward by Staff with

approval from the AKC Board of
Directors. It will be published in two issues
of the AKC Gazette and you will be asked
to vote on it at the December 2020 meet-
ing. The full text is on the worksheet previ-
ously emailed. 

The Chair called on the Executive
Secretary to read the proposed amend-
ment to Rules Applying to Dog Shows
Chapter 16, Section 1 – Championships. 

Ms. DiNardo: This amendment is the
Rules Applying to Dog Shows Chapter 16,
Section 1 – Championships, which incor-
porates a new Paragraph 8 to permit a
2020 National Specialty to be held in 2021
in addition to a 2021 National Specialty.
This amendment was proposed by Staff
and brought forward with approval from
the AKC Board of Directors. It will be pub-
lished in two issues of the AKC Gazette,
and you will be asked to vote on it at the
December 2020 meeting. The full text is
on the worksheet previously emailed. 

There was discussion via Zoom:

Anne Hier, Delegate for the Companion
Dog Training Club of Flint, Michigan
spoke as follows: I am not asking to amend
the motion, but I like this idea. My particu-
lar club, we had both our March Rally and

Obedience trials cancelled due to COVID.
I would love it if some of the additional
clubs could have trials in 2021. 

Mr. Sprung: Thank you. 

The Chair called on the Executive
Secretary to read the proposed amend-
ment to Field Trial Rules and Standard
Procedure for Pointing Breeds Chapter
14, New Section 36 – Rules for Pointing
Breeds Trials. 

Ms. DiNardo: This amendment is to the
Field Trial Rules and Standard Procedure
for Pointing Breeds Chapter 14, New
Section 36 – Rules for Pointing Breeds
Trials, which provides those Parent Clubs
that were forced to cancel or postpone
their 2020 National Field Trial due to
COVID-19, an exception to hold their
2020 and 2021 National Field Trial
Championship in 2021. This amendment
was proposed by Staff and brought for-
ward with approval from the AKC Board of
Directors. It will be published in two issues
of the AKC Gazette, and you will be asked
to vote on it at the December 2020 meet-
ing. The full text is on the worksheet previ-
ously emailed. 

The Chair called on the Executive
Secretary to read the proposed amend-

ment to Field Trial Rules and Standard
Procedure for Spaniels Chapter 15, new
Section 27 – Rules for Spaniel Trials. 

Ms. DiNardo: This amendment is to the
Field Trial Rules and Standard Procedure
for Spaniels Chapter 15, new Section 27 –
Rules for Spaniel Trials, which provides
those Parent Clubs that were forced to
cancel or postpone their 2020 National
Field Trial due COVID-19, an exception to
hold their 2020 and 2021 National Field
Trial Championship in 2021. This matter
was proposed by Staff and brought for-
ward with approval from the AKC Board of
Directors. It will be published in two issues
of the AKC Gazette, and you will be asked
to vote on it at the December 2020 meet-
ing. The full text is on the worksheet previ-
ously emailed. 

There was discussion via Zoom:

Barbara Shaw, Delegate for the Greater
Collin Kennel Club spoke as follows: So, as
a point of clarification on these particular
ones that you are wanting to put in as
rules, why not waivers?  Because this is
unique, you have identified – designated
years 2020 and 2021, and you're going to
put this in as a rule, as in bold print,
rather than say, either italics with different
language, or that the Board can just offer
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a waiver that makes this acceptable for
those field trials and/or clubs holding
their National Specialties. 

Mr. Sprung: Because the Board cannot,
nor can anyone else waive the rules or a
Bylaw. 

Ms. Shaw: So we're allowed to have these
National Specialties, but due to – I guess
the question would then become, should
there be language that would be written
for any future circumstances, such as this
particular COVID thing, but it just seems
we're going to have to go back or someone
go back remove this as a rule, if it's no
longer applicable. 

Ms. DiNardo: If you look at the worksheet
for the proposed rule change, you will
notice that the rule expires at the end of
December 2021. 

Ms. Shaw: I see that, and that is my point.
Are you going to go ahead print an insert,
to go in the rule books or trial books?
That is my question. Why not a waiver?

Mr. Sprung: The answer is, yes. That will
be printed.

The Chair called on the Executive
Secretary to read the proposed amend-

ment to Beagle Field Trial Rules and
Standard Procedures Chapter 9, Section 1
– Description of Classes and
Championship Requirements. 

Ms. DiNardo: This amendment is to the
Beagle Field Trial Rules and Standard
Procedures Chapter 9, Section 1 –
Description of Classes and Championship
Requirements, which provides clubs with
the option when applying to hold a tradi-
tional brace trial, the ability to offer two
classes and avoid having to combine
classes later during the trial, due to lower
entries. This amendment was proposed by
the Beagle Advisory Committee and
brought forward with approval from the
AKC Board of Directors. It will be pub-
lished in two issues of the AKC Gazette
and you will be asked to vote on it at the
December 2020 meeting. The full text is
on the worksheet previously emailed.

The Chair called on the Executive
Secretary to read the proposed amend-
ment to Field Trial Rules and Standard
Procedures for Basset Hounds Chapter 3,
Section 1 – Making Application to Hold a
Field Trial. 

Ms. DiNardo: This is an amendment to the
Field Trial Rules and Standard Procedures
for Basset Hounds Chapter 3, Section 1 –

Making Application to Hold a Field Trial,
which increases the maximum number of
trials a club can hold from two to four.
This amendment was proposed by the
Basset Hound Club of America and
brought forward with approval from the
AKC Board of Directors. It will be pub-
lished in two issues of the AKC Gazette,
and you will be asked to vote on it at the
December 2020 meeting. The full text is
on the worksheet previously emailed. 

The Chair called on the Vice Chairman,
Dominic Palleschi Carota, to recognize
AKC Delegates who have served for 25
years, as well as, those clubs celebrating
100 years of membership in the American
Kennel Club. 

Mr. Carota: Good day everyone. We will
now honor Delegates who have served for
25 years. The medallion is in recognition
of meritorious and long-term contribu-
tions to the Sport. This program enables
us to recognize our core constituency, and
allows a grateful American Kennel Club,
the opportunity to honor our own. This is
the 22nd time that the AKC has had the
privilege to present Delegate medallions.
These individuals join 123 previously rec-
ognized Delegates. 

Viola Burgos, Naugatuck Valley Kennel

Club
Ann Hubbard, French Bulldog Club of
America
Bonnie Lapham, Glens Falls Kennel Club 
Janina Laurin, American Belgian Tervuren
Club
Andrew Mills, Del Sur Kennel Club
Margaret Vohr, Pioneer Valley Kennel
Club 
Congratulations on this milestone. Your
medallions will be mailed to you. 

Also, there are 3 clubs celebrating 100
years of AKC membership: 
Bronx County Kennel Club, Delegate,
Alexa Samarotto 
Buckeye Beagle Club, no current Delegate 
Elm City Kennel Club, Delegate, Dr.
Gregory J. Paveza
Commemorative plaques will be mailed to
the President of each club, and we thank
you. Have a good afternoon. 

The Chair informed the Delegates that the
December 2, 2020 Delegates Meeting will
be held via Zoom Webinar. More informa-
tion will be emailed to the Delegate body
at a later date. 

The Executive Secretary read into the
record the Delegate Standing Committees
that there was no election for. 
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