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same six courses with a new 
course released every two 
weeks. 

Swanson and Smokin joined 
the team First in Flight, based 

at Durham Kennel Club. 
“It sounded like a great 

opportunity to stay involved, 
spend time with fellow agil-
ity enthusiasts, and continue 

ăsj2yzsnsl r~ mfsiqnsl xpnqqx 
in a structured yet informal 
environment,” Swanson says. 
“In my opinion, the pilot pro-
gram has been a huge success, 

and we are excited to have 
been a part of it.”

The teams consist of three to 
eight dogs, and, at the end of 
each two week round, rankings 

are released with the top plac-
ing teams and dogs. At season’s 
end, the overall winning teams 
and dogs will be announced. 

A SKEPTIC CONVERTED
A top contender to win his 

jump-height division is Tate, 
a fast Italian Greyhound who 
is ranked number one in the 

8-inch Preferred class. 
Tate is nearly 12 years 

old and was semiretired 
from agility until his owner, 
Jennifer Graves, was per-
suaded to join the team 
Windy City Weavers in 
Chicago.

“I was one of the early  
skeptics of the agility 

Smokin’ discovered agility competition 
when Swanson was attending dental 
school at the University of North Caro-
lina.

GCh./RACH Arborview Oakhurst Smokin Joe of Collinswood, CD, 
BN, RM3, RAE2, AXP, AJP, OFP, CA, ACT2, ACT2J, CGCA, TKA, 
THDN, didn’t begin his agility career until he was a 7-year-old 
veteran.

https://durhamkennelclub.com


SEPTEMBER 2022AKC GAZETTE 14

FEATURE

G
R

EA
T 

D
AN

E 
PH

O
TO

, C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 O
W

N
ERleague. We joined and  

participated at the urging of 
our coach and friend Dee 
Corboy-Lulik,” Graves says. 
“And we have discovered 
that we are having a great 

deal of fun—fun with agility 
and fun with friends. 

“The agility league has 
enabled Tate and I to continue 
to play together and have fun 
ts ymj flnqny~ ăjqi ns f qt|2 

pressure environment. We 
also enjoy participating with 
our other dogs, some young 
(great for experience and to 
practice handling on all sorts 
of courses), and our seniors 

(again, great practice, keeps 
them engaged, low pressure, 
preferred option). My husband 
and I agree: The league has 
renewed our enjoyment of  
agility in unexpected,  

unanticipated ways.”
The pilot season concluded 

on August 21, and the fall 
season is scheduled to start 
on September 12. The league 
enables agility fans to com-
pete on their home turf but 
share the experience with 
others around the country. 
Team spirit abounds with 
groups adopting creative 
team names and even  
designing shirts and banners. 

“The sense of camaraderie 
has been wonderful, not only 
amongst our team but also 
with others across the country 

via the Facebook group,” 
Swanson says. “The league 
has proven to be a clever 
twist on what has historically 
been a largely individual 
sport. It’s neat to be a part 
of something larger than just 
yourself.” 

For information about forming a 
team, write to AgilityLeague@akc.
org. 

—P.L.

Penny Leigh is the program man-
ager of AKC Canine Partners and 
an avid competitor in dog sports 
with her canine team. 

The Name Game
Part of the fun of the AKC Agility League is the creativity 

behind the team names. Some are clever takes on  
common agility terms, others refer to the team’s home  
region, while others are just plain whimsical. Here are a 
few favorites of GAZETTE staff, in no particular order. 

Bar Hoppers (Rocky Mountain)
Pizza the Action (North Central)
Team2Beat (Southeast)
40 Below—Let’s Go! (Alaska)
Pole Benders (Rocky Mountain)
First in Flight (Southeast)

Tate, nearly 12 years old, is ranked number 
one in the League’s 8-inch Preferred class.

mailto:AgilityLeague@akc.org
mailto:AgilityLeague@akc.org
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awards to those people who 
had gone above and beyond 
to promote the breed. Only 
200 to 300 Dandies are born 
each year around the world, 
so it becomes imperative that 
there are people who are  

dedicated to the breed.

THE ART OF THE DANDIE
Next, Paul and Sheila 

Keevil presented a lovely 
painting of Sir Walter Scott. 
Then my husband Winston 

and I made a presentation 
26 years in the making. Our 
mentor and dear friend Mary 
Scott died in 1996, leaving 
her collection of paintings 
to us. She asked that we 
enjoy them then take them 

back to Scotland to be given 
to a place significant to the 
Dandie breed. In 2000 we 
presented the 9th Duke of 
Buccleuch with a painting by 
J.J. Glass. His Grace hung it 
with the family pet portraits.

But we had two other paint-
ings of significance but were 
not sure what to do with 
them. Until about 2014 the 
connection of The Haining to 
the Dandie was not known. 
An auction of a painting of 

five Dandies at The Haining 
Loch caused Paul to research 
this and it was found that Old 
Ginger, father of all Dandies, 
was born here.  His owner 
died soon thereafter, and 
Old Ginger was acquired by 

FEATURE
An extra added attraction for visitors was an 
appearance by the Bowhill foxhounds.
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another breeder. This led to 
Paul and Mike visiting The 
Haining and finding that the 
original kennels still existed. 
Since then, the trustees have 
been generous in welcoming us 
and welcoming their connec-
tion to the Dandie.

As all this information came 
to light, I began to think that 
this was the place for the paint-
ings. 

Mary Scott had loved 
Scottish history. She also had 
the first international cham-
pion Dandie, in the early ’70s. 
After working in England for 

about eight years then taking 
early retirement, she lived 
with us for a year in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Then she enrolled at 
Edinburgh University, major-
ing in Scottish studies. Sadly, 

she did not complete her 
courses due to cancer. But I 
talked with Paul back and forth 
over a couple of years, and 
he then became liaison with 
Michelle and other  

trustees about taking the  
paintings. Michelle told us that 
the paintings will hang in the 
library as soon as restoration is 
completed. Our hope is that 
both Dandie and other dog 

On Saturday the Dandie contingent gathered at 
the Fleece, “Scotland’s number-one eatery,” to see 
the newly installed “blue plaque” dedicated to their 
breed.

Sandra and Winston Stuart display the paintings they donated to The Haining. 
Also pictured: Neil and Michelle Ballantyne.
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Brussels Griffons
THE DANGERS OF USING RETRACTABLE LEADS

Retractable leads have been around for 
over 20 years. At their inception, many 

thought they were the best thing since sliced 
bread. But while a retractable lead may look 
like a great way to give your Griff a bit more 
freedom on a walk, allowing them to explore 
a greater area without excessive pulling, this is 
not a good idea. That freedom is a danger. I 
know of  two different occasions where Brussels 
Griffons were killed when, while out on a 
walk, they darted between parked cars into 
oncoming traffic. It is just not possible to pull 
a dog back quickly enough in that situation. 
You can put on the brake, but the dog is still 
out there, and you cannot pull it back with the 
string. On the other side of  the story, my own 
Griff was attacked by a large dog in the potty 
area of  a dog show. The other dog was on a 
flexi, and too fast for the owner. That Griff 
was never the same at a dog show. She lost her 
showiness when all she needed was two points. 
It wasn’t until she was returned to the ring 
after a litter that she got those two points—
and that was by the skin of  our teeth, as her 
tail went down the minute we entered a show 
site. 

The AKC does not allow retractable leads at 
their sanctioned events. This may not always 
be listed in the premium list, but it is true. 

The button on the lead’s handle which 
is supposed to act as a brake is not always 
enough, or it may malfunction. It is impossi-
ble to pull a dog back by the “string” without 
injuring one’s hand. Most of  us were born 
with leashes in our hand and are extremely 
adept at sending signals down that lead, both 
encouragement and correction. This is nearly 
impossible on a flexi. 

Here are a few possible scenarios when your 
Griff is on a retractable lead:

Out on a walk, he finds a delectable piece of  

dog poop—or even better, cat poop. You  
haven’t even seen it yet. Eaten!

Hiking, Griffy winds himself  around a tree 
or shrub.

Hiking, Griffy goes ahead and scares a 
skunk—not going to be a good night.

Hiking, Griffy goes ahead and meets some-
thing bigger and more dangerous.

Being walked by a child (children and flexis 
are not a good combo), the dog sees some-
thing he has to go after. He gets up a good 
head of  steam, and the handle of  the lead is 
yanked out of  the child’s hand, or the child 
falls face-first.

In the vet’s office, Griffy goes through the 
door ahead of  you and into the space of  a 
none-too-friendly other dog. A fight ensues 
before you’re even in the room. For this rea-
son, many veterinarians, grooming shops, and 
pet-supply stores forbid dogs on retractable 
leads.

Get rid of  your retractable leads, or confine 
their use to your own backyard. Find a cotton 
or nylon web lead—or my favorite, a leather, 
four- to six-foot long lead in a width suitable 
for your dog. A six-foot leather lead can give 
your dog a little more room to explore without 
being out of  control. 

Keep your companions safe!—Anne K. 
Catterson

American Brussels Griffon Association 

Cavalier King Charles Spaniels

Our column this month is in two parts. First is 
“More Than a Pretty Face,” by guest contrib-

utor Mary Hanus, Statistics Chair for the American 
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club. 

The second part is “Colors and the Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel,” with information from Mari-Beth 
O’Neill.

MORE THAN A PRETTY FACE

Cavalier King Charles Spaniels are well 
known as loyal, loving companions and the 
bedwarmers of  English nobility. They are 
truly the ultimate “comforter spaniel.” With 
their soft and gentle disposition and those 
beautiful, melting eyes, they usually charm 
their owners into doing things on their terms. 
Many may underestimate their potential. 
What you might find interesting is that they 
can also be wonderful, focused obedience and 
performance dogs. 

The first titled Cavalier recorded by the 
AKC was on January 1, 1995, when a 
Blenheim boy named Dreamridge Dear 
Hobson, CDX, MX, NAJ, earned his Novice 
Agility title. The first AKC conformation 
championship title was earned on January 7, 
1996, by Ch. Wye Rebound of  Rattlebridge. 
Since January of  1995 through December 31, 
2021, Cavaliers have obtained 26,954 AKC 
titles. Of  these, 6,637 were Champion con-

Brussels Griffon

https://abga.club/
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impression and the final brush-stroke in paint-
ing the picture of  a Chihuahua. 

Movement is to be swift, with firm, sturdy 
action and good reach in front equal to the 
drive from the rear. From the rear, the hocks 
remain parallel to each other and the footfall 
of  the rear legs follows directly behind that of  
the forelegs. There is no hackney gait or high 
lifting mentioned in our standard. 

Many believe that a toy dog cannot move 
like a sporting dog. Over the years, quality 
breeders have made huge improvements in 
the structure of  their dogs, and indeed, a 
Chihuahua can and does move with grace and 
ease around the ring. This correct movement 
denotes correct conformation, yet it goes unre-
warded at times for a pretty face in a fur coat. 

Silhouette is the physicality of  the breed. It is 
everything that is required by the breed stan-
dard. An accomplished groomer can hide a 
multitude of  sins, creating an illusion. A cor-
rect outline should denote correctness in parts, 
so it is important to be sure that what we are 
looking at is real. 

Character is the sum total of  the dog’s mental 
and physical characteristics. It’s the immedi-
ate impression of  the dog at first sight. It is 
expressed in not only what the dog looks like 
but also in how it conducts itself. Breeders 
need to develop an ability to recognize the 
ideal Chihuahua character in order to  

establish a vision of  excellence for the breed.
“The pendulum of  type swings to and fro, 

but those remaining true to the standard tri-
umph in the end.” 

—Virginia (Jenny) Hauber, 
wynjynchis@yahoo.com
Chihuahua Club of  America

Havanese 
THE WORDS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

Week after week, month after month, 
year after year, and decade after 

decade, I have had the privilege of  having a 
front-row seat watching and participating in 
Havanese being judged in the conformation 
ring, in this country and in England. 

Without question, the three most misunder-
stood aspects of  the breed appear to be coat, 
gait, and topline. Judges, breeders, and exhibi-
tors continue to be confused about these most 
basic three elements of  Havanese breed type. 

Coat: What could possibly be perplexing 
(wink)? The complexity of  the standard 
regarding coat is not to be taken lightly nor 
without study and discussion. The standard 
allows for coats to be “brushed or corded” or 
brushed with braids over the eyes, which are 
specifically described but rarely done correctly. 

The coat is “silky to the touch,” so how can 
it cord? And if  it is “silky,” how can it “stand 

off the body slightly?” Because the coat must 
be a “double coat,” where the “outer coat 
carries slightly more weight” than the under-
coat and it is “wavy,” the outer coat, if  not 
brushed, can naturally form cords by winding 
and weaving through the softer undercoat. 
“Silky to the touch” does not mean straight. 
Silky is how things feel, not how things look. 

Best to check the feel of  the coat near the 
skin to assess coat texture. Close to the skin, 
the coat hasn’t been flat-ironed or chemically 
straightened or merged into cords. It is new 

coat growth, and touching it at the base gives 
you the real feel of  the hair. For us old-tim-
ers, it is a continuing heartbreak to see coats 
that have a beautiful wave be mechanically 
transformed to look like other “drop-coated” 
breeds. 

The coat should never be trimmed or 
sculpted, except for minimal trimming around 
the anal and genital areas, the feet, and 
between the pads. A natural and correctly  
presented Havanese coat is breathtaking, 
corded or brushed. Anything else should not 

Havanese

mailto:wynjynchis%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
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In the “old days” of  dog ownership, many 
so-called authorities did proclaim that the 
younger the puppy when acquired, the easier 
it would be to integrate it into one’s house-
hold. More recent research and experiences 
have proven otherwise, however. 

In fact, it now is believed that a puppy 
should remain with its dam and littermates 
until at least 10 weeks of  age—and preferably 
longer—in order to learn how to be a proper 
dog of  its particular breed. Simple behaviors 
such as bite inhibition are much more easily 
learned by a puppy from its canine family 
than from a human instructor. In fact when a 
puppy is taken away too soon, some things can 
never be properly assimilated.

In my personal experience during 46 years 
of  living with Italian Greyhounds, I’ve found 
that several of  my closest bonds have been 
with dogs who were acquired at a later age. A 
good example is PePa. 

PePa was obtained from my Brazilian 
breeder-friend Elias P. Duarte, Jr., at 6 months 
of  age. PePa had been trained with commands 
given in Portuguese, a language with which I 
am not at all familiar, and the pronunciation 
of  which is quite difficult. I asked Elias to 
teach me a few words, particularly the ones for 
stand and stay, which I started to use with PePa. 

Somehow, PePa did understand what I 
wanted her to do, and even our first show 

weekend together less than two weeks after she 
had arrived was very successful—although I 
got the distinct impression that she was quietly 
laughing at me when I told her parada or parou.

Mispronounced words and humor aside, 
PePa fit into our routine within days of  her 
arrival. She bonded with me almost imme-
diately, following me everywhere, and she 
started her second morning in our house 
doing exactly what the other dogs did. She 
chose her own spots on the sofa and in bed 
and quickly learned the proper place to go to 
relieve herself. She also bonded right away 
with Diva, the closest resident IG to her age, 
to the extent that we started referring to PePa 
and Diva as “the twins.”

There are many bonuses to acquiring an 
older puppy or young adult. Often these are 
already trained, especially if  they are destined 
for the show ring. PePa, for instance, arrived 
accustomed to riding quietly in a crate while 
traveling in a car and content to be confined 
to an exercise pen when necessary. 

Probably one of  the biggest advantages 
over a very young baby is that an older one is 
much less likely to have separation anxiety, a 
difficult-to-manage characteristic common in 
many breeds, especially the more affectionate 
ones—which, of  course, includes the IG. 

—Lilian S. Barber, 2012 
Italian Greyhound Club of  America 

Japanese Chin
FINDING THE BEST COMPANION HOMES FOR 

PUPPIES

How do you measure success in placing 
puppies?

I never knew that my many years in corpo-
rate human resources and operating my own 
management and career counseling practice 
would help me in my dog show venture. Many 
years ago, in my past life, I was in human 
resources management with Fortune 500 
companies. The first thing you learn is a very 
effective way to both identify and employ the 
best candidate for the vacant job position. The 
method involves a series of  steps, or “gates,” 
through a list of  questions that help to identify 
both strengths and weaknesses. 

What happens when a breeder has a litter 
and picks the most promising puppy from that 
litter? Unless it is a singleton litter, you eventu-
ally will face the issue of  placing the remain-
der of  the puppies in loving homes. As a repu-
table breeder, you most certainly want the best 
homes for your puppies. 

There are a number of  resources to help 
place these innocent little creatures. If  you 
are a member of  a breed club, the club might 
have a breeder referral list or a person respon-
sible for helping puppy buyers hook up with 
a responsible breeder. There is also the AKC 
breeder referral list. If  you are a Breeder of  

Merit, you can list your litter on the AKC 
Marketplace for free. There is usually an 
informal network of  breeders in your  
particular breed through which you can 
announce your puppies, and in return assist 
other network breeders in finding potential 
homes for their litters. 

If  you have a website, you are able to put 
information there, consisting of  not only 

Japanese Chin

http://www.italiangreyhound.org
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information about you and your puppies, but 
adorable pictures which most people find irre-
sistible. I also keep a potential puppy list of  
inquiries. If  you keep this list, you can go back 
and contact these people to see if  they are still 
interested. Last, but not least, there is word of  
mouth, which I find quite reliable.

In the process of  finding excellent homes, I 
find myself  tracing back to my old tried and 
true ways of  discerning an excellent home 
from a list of  interested people. In the human 
resources interviewing process, these are 
referred to as “knockout questions.” First, I 
find out exactly what this person is interested 
in. Some interests could be a male or female, 
puppy or young adult, highly active dog, or a 
passive, quiet soul. 

Next, my questions focus on the people and 
their environment. Do they have children? If  
so, how many, and what are their ages? Are 
they living in an apartment, or a home with a 
yard? If  they have a yard, is the yard fenced, 
with slats close enough to keep a puppy con-
fined? What kind of  home do they have—two 
story with steep stairs, or a one-level home? 
Do they have any other pets? If  so, what breed 
and age, and are they neutered?

If  a person passes these “knockout ques-
tions,” we continue onto a more formal selec-
tive interview. Questions as to the sincerity of  
homing, loving, and caring for a puppy begin. 

I am very interested to see if  this potential 
home is familiar with the breed, so questions 
and discussions regarding the positive and 
negative issues with Chin are discussed. What 
is their timing as to acquiring a puppy? Are 
they willing to wait for a healthy puppy, or do 
they want a puppy right now? If  you don’t 
have one available, will they just move on to 
the next breeder? I am also very careful to 
assess and match the puppies and their tem-
peraments with their potential homes.

As we continue the discussions, I take that 
time to explain how my timing regarding 
weaning, socializing, and health necessities are 
done. That would involve the time it takes to 
wean a puppy, socialize, and also begin inocu-
lations.

The next step is about a pet/companion 
contract. If  you don’t have one, get one. This 
will spell out in writing both the breeder’s 
assurances and the potential owner’s obliga-
tion. We review the contract in detail so there 
aren’t any misunderstandings for either party. 
If  all goes well here, we move on.

The final step is the most rewarding: the 
day the new owner/family comes to get their 
puppy. I have a packet all ready. In their 
packet will be the AKC registration papers, 
health records, signed contracts by both par-
ties, a bag of  special chewies, a favorite toy, 
and a list of  places to get them. Next they will 

also receive a small container of  food and a 
sample of  the puppy’s special treats. Most peo-
ple have already purchased the same food, but 
I include it in their puppy bag. Next is a busi-
ness card with my contact information. The 
new parents now have a breeder. They are 
told if  they have any questions, day or night, 
I am available to assist them in their new life 
with their new addition.

I have been able to successfully place many 
puppies by using this step-by-step interview-
ing and placement process. The measure of  
success is simple: Through the process, you 
establish yourself  as a trusted resource and 
are rewarded by the happy faces, pictures, and 
thank-you notes from new proud parents—not 
only on their first day, but days and years after! 
—Cese Resnick, 2017

Japanese Chin Club of  America 

Maltese
WE MUST STAND FIRM AS KEEPERS OF THE 

BREED

We are keepers of  our breeds and should 
be breeding to American Kennel Club 

standards. Pretty pictures of  dogs from around 
the world on Facebook are great, but most of  
the countries that are prominent in cute or 
pretty pictures have different standards than 
ours. For the newer people, many of  those 

countries are very new to showing and  
breeding our breed. I realize it is hard to get 
into the breed with the many contracts every-
one issues these days, but are they really helping 
our breed or its future? 

When breeding good dogs, you need work 
with families of  dogs that have the same traits 

Maltese

https://www.apps.akc.org/apps/club_search/index_master.cfm?action=refresh_index&active_tab_row_A=1&active_tab_col_A=1&fixed_tab=1&club_id=579
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sport must be sturdy and athletic. You will 
want to watch for the “stutter step,” which 
indicates they are having difficulty with 
extending their front end over the bar. Be sure 
their breathing is easy. Watching other breeds, 
particularly herding breeds, can feel dis-
couraging. Always, always remember this is 
just a game and the ultimate goal is not rib-
bons, or titles, or even championships; the 
goal is the bond between you and your dog.

Final words of  advice for anyone who 
wants to get started: Take it slow, and be 
mindful to keep it happy, upbeat, and fun. 

Each dog will be motivated by something 
different: Mr. Ping loves to tug, Junjie wants 
to fetch a ball.Your dog may be motivated 
by treats. I never correct with an “uh-oh” 
… I always say “good boy,” and then we try 
again to get it right. 

A Shih Tzu can be easily demotivated if  
he thinks he has disappointed you. They 
love you so much, they want to enjoy life 
with you however that is. It could be sitting 
on the couch or on the agility field.

I was given good advice by two wise 
women, Terri Lynn Jenkins and Malari 
Howell-Smith. Malari says: “If  you are not 
doing it for fun, you are doing it for the 
wrong reasons.” Terri says: “It’s a game, a 
game we play with our dogs,” and “Don’t 
take yourself  too seriously—don’t lose your 

sense of  humor.”—J.B.
Thank you, Judith.
—Jo Ann White, 
joawhite@juno.com
American Shih Tzu Club

Toy Fox Terriers
BETWEEN LOVE AND MERCY: WHEN TO LET GO

Tootsie was my first Toy Fox Terrier, a 
tricolor with a heart-shaped spot on her 

side—surely a good sign, I thought, as I chose 
her from the litter. Incredibly intelligent, she 
mastered all the usual tricks at an early age and 
quickly progressed through advanced obedi-
ence, including hand signals, at 4-H obedience 
classes. She was a precious member of  our fam-
ily, not just a pet, and we were inseparable. As 
my childhood friend, she was the best.

I liked to get away to read by sitting up in 
our backyard peach tree. Tootsie was there 
too, springing to the first branches and climb-
ing up to perch next to me. My sister often 
teased me about this, as sisters will. I had mis-
chievously taught Tootsie to leap up and bump 
people, as they bent over, with her four feet. 
One day I spied my sister picking flowers. I 
waited patiently, strategically aimed Tootsie at 
her posterior as she bent down, and launched 
my little canine missile with a command of  
“Get her!” Tootsie hit the target squarely, and 

my sister rolled down a little hill. It was worth 
all the punishment I got for that.

Several dogs in the neighborhood became 
ill with an unknown infection. Vaccines didn’t 
prevent it, and medications didn’t cure it. My 
neighbor’s beloved Poodle died, as well as 
another friend’s retriever mix. Then Tootsie 
got it. Similar to distemper, the virus pro-
gressed quickly. I was determined to save her, 
however, and pleaded to take her to the vet. It 
was in vain though; he couldn’t help her. 

In my desperation to keep her alive, I hand-
fed her, gave her water with an eyedropper, 
kept her warm, and bargained with God 
about how good I would be if  she survived. 

She improved for several days, then she sud-
denly worsened. As I cradled her, she trem-
bled. My mother told me gently and kindly 
that if  I truly loved her, I would let her go. I 
sobbed and resisted, but in my heart I knew 
she was right. My father drove us to the vet 
as I held my little dog close. When the vet 
administered the drug, Tootsie raised her head 
and looked at me, as if  to say goodbye, and 
then she was free. Through my own tears, for 
the first time ever, I saw my father crying too.

This conflict between love and mercy pre-
pared me for a greater loss. Our second son, 
Matthew, was diagnosed with a rare form of  
cancer at 19 years of  age. It overwhelmed him 
within months, despite having the best care. 

Although there was no hope of  survival, the 
doctors wanted to place him on life support 
and treat him with radiation. They promised 
it would extend his life a couple more weeks. 
The experience of  Tootsie’s death helped us 
to overcome that natural temptation to hold 
on. Her short life showed us that when there 
is no hope, and treatment becomes more of  
a burden than a benefit, mercy is love. We let 
our son go to where I believe a little dog with 
a heart-shaped spot greeted him. 

Good girl, Tootsie!―Beverly E. Stanley, 2013
American Toy Fox Terrier Club

Toy Fox Terrier
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is a mistake to expect any dog to walk into a 
show ring and have a good experience unless many 
hours of  work have been done in preparation.

Watch the professionals with their dogs. Ask 
them to help you. Most of  them are more 
than happy to give you some hints. Stack the 
deck in your favor, and watch your dog stack 
herself  into a win!

—Mayno Blanding,
maynob@gmail.com
Bichon Frise Club of  America

Boston Terriers
EXTRA THINGS TO LEARN ABOUT THE BREED 

STANDARD

When buying a pet or a show dog, 
please read the breed’s AKC standard 

before buying. In earlier days the larger 20- to 
25-pound Boston Terrier was proportioned 
correctly and had the type head of  the smaller 
competitors winning today. As times passed, 
however, they became more “bully” and 
coarse-looking, more like a miniature Boxer. 

With proper breeding, a larger dog can win 
if  well balanced, like in the past. I showed 
and finished many larger Bostons. Judges that 
normally didn’t put them up would say, “He is 
larger than the other dogs,” and my reply was 
that he is correct—good front, eyes, head, and 
can move. 

Knowledgeable judges recognize a well-bal-
anced, good-moving dog, whether big or 
small. The standard says one thing should not 
stand out over another. 

When the muzzle is too short and wrinkled, 
the nostrils can become pinched, which can 
affect the breathing. Always have a veterinar-
ian check for this before buying. You can take 
a small mirror and let the puppy breathe on it 
to see if  it fogs up, which shows air is flowing. 

The dog should have catlike feet and nails 
groomed short. There are judges who won’t 
put up a dog with long nails because it throws 

off the shoulders, front feet, and gait. If  two 
good Bostons are showing and the judge can’t 
decide, sometimes the handler loses because 
of  the nails. I learned that the hard way! 

Our breed is lively and highly intelligent, 
taking control of  the ring with self-conscious-
ness. They are there to win. 

The Boston is definitely a “head breed”: the 
skull is square, flat on top, and free of  wrin-
kles, which is also true of  the muzzle. Ears are 
carried erect, situated as near the corners of  
the skull as possible. Look for a lazy eye, too 
much white, blue coloring, or too small. Eyes 

should be wide apart, large, and round, and 
dark in color, which convey expression and 
intelligence. The bite can be even or of  suffi-
cient degree undershot, to square the muzzle. 

One of  the faults seen today in the ring is 
roach, sway, or high-back toplines; the topline 
should be level, with the rump curving slightly. 

The correct colors of  the breed were dis-
cussed in a past column. 

Dogs need exercise, walking, and a crate 
big enough for them to stand in without ears 
touching the top, as well as room to move. 

People buy dogs from great bloodlines and 
completely ruin them, blaming the breeder. 
Just buying a good puppy doesn’t mean it will 
be a champion; it takes hard work. 

The cost of  a show prospect is just a down 
payment; the work has just begun. Hearing 
from people complaining about new judges 
not learning the standard is mainly because 
we as breeders need to help them learn. When 
most of  the dogs showing are not correct and 
maybe one is right, that makes it hard to know 
what to put up. 

Old-time breeders like Andy Turner took 
copies of  the AKC standard to every show. If  
there was bad judging, he would wait until the 
afternoon when that judge had finish all their 
obligations for the day and respectfully hand 
them a copy of  the standard, then walk away. 
(His Tops Again bloodline produced over 200 

Boston Terrier
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seem to have a very big window! I loved that 
comment, because we do! Horse or brush, big 
head or small, curly tail or not so curly, any 
solid color and dilutes. There are qualities all 
good examples must have (harsh coat, hippo 
shaped head, good movement, proper topline, 
and so on), but those qualities can be found in 
a multitude of  packages. And Shar-Pei  
breeders prefer it that way!

Judges also learn from the history of  a breed. 
For example, as an oriental breed, Shar-Pei 
are naturally aloof  and standoffish. Judges of  
other oriental breeds get that; judges of  more 
personable breeds may not understand that. 
Judges need to understand that just because 
a dog didn’t seem thrilled to see them, didn’t 
want to play and be buddies, was not a bad tem-
perament! It was the correct old temperament. 
But many who like happy, easygoing dogs have 
slowly had an effect, and we see fewer aloof  
dogs now. But we would stress in seminars that 
aloof  is still proper and should not be  
penalized. Aggression or unwillingness to be 
examined are not the same as aloof  and should 
not be allowed.

Judges’ education and breeder education are 
vital to the sport, and I would encourage all 
fanciers to attend and participate!

—Karen Kleinhans DeSilva,
kasupei@aol.com
Chinese Shar-Pei Club of  America

Chow Chows
CHOW CHOW FAULTS AND DISQUALIFICATIONS

The AKC breed standard for the Chow 
Chow is very definitive and categorizes 

the many faults and disqualifications that you 
may find in our breed. These are in addition 
to the problems that may be found in any 
breed, such as monorchism.

Faults shall be penalized in proportion to 
their deviation from the standard. In judging 
the Chow, the overall picture is of  primary 
consideration. Exaggeration of  any character-
istic at the expense of  balance or soundness 
shall be severely penalized. 

Type should include general appearance, 
temperament, the harmony of  all parts, and 
soundness especially as seen when the dog is 
in motion. There should be proper emphasis 
on movement, which is the final test of  the 
Chow’s conformation, balance and soundness. 

Disqualifications: 
Please notice that all of  the defined disquali-

fications are on the head of  the Chow Chow.
• Drop ear or ears. A drop ear is one which 

breaks at any point from its base to its tip or 
which is not carried stiffly erect but lies paral-
lel to the top of  the skull.

• Nose spotted or distinctly other color than 
black—except in blue Chows, which may have 
solid blue or slate noses, and cream Chows 

Chow Chow
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which may have a range of  nose colors. Reds, 
Blacks, and Cinnamons must have a solid 
black nose. (Effective July 29, 2020)

• The top surface or edges of  the tongue red or 
pink or with one or more spots of  red or pink.

Serious faults:
• Size, Proportions, Substance—Profile other 

than square.
• Eyes—Entropion or ectropion, or pupils 

wholly or partially obscured by loose skin.
• Body—Labored or abdominal breathing 

(not to include normal panting), narrow or 
slab-sided chest.

• Hindquarters—Unsound stifle or hock 
joints.

Objectionable:
• Size, Proportions, Substance—Equally 

objectionable are snipy, fine boned specimens 
and overdone, ponderous, cloddy specimens.

• Ears—An ear which flops as the dog moves 
is very undesirable. 

• Head—Excessive loose skin is not desir-
able. Wrinkles on the muzzle do not contrib-
ute to expression and are not required. Coat 
and loose skin cannot substitute for the correct 
bone structure.

• Head—The muzzle should never be so 
padded or cushioned as to make it appear 
other than square in shape.

• Coat—Obvious trimming or shaping is 
undesirable.

Must-haves:
• Proportions—Square in profile and close 

coupled. Distance from forechest to point of  
buttocks equals height at the highest points 
of  the withers. Distance from tip of  elbow to 
ground is half  the height at the withers. Floor 
of  the chest level with tips of  the elbows. It 
is these proportions that are essential to true 
Chow type. In judging puppies, no allowance 
should be made for their failure to conform to 
these proportions.

• Eyes—dark brown, deep set and placed 
wide apart and obliquely, of  moderate size, 
almond in shape. The correct placement and 
shape should create an Oriental appearance.

• Size, Proportions, Substance—Width 
viewed from the front and rear is the same and 
must be broad.

• Forequarters—Length of  upper arm never 
less than length of  shoulder blade. Elbow 
joints set well back alongside the chest wall, 
elbows turning neither in nor out. Forelegs 
perfectly straight from elbow to foot with 
heavy bone which must be in proportion to 
the rest of  the dog.

• Forequarters—Wrists shall not knuckle 
over.

• Hindquarters—The hock joint must be 

strong, well knit and firm, never bowing or 
breaking forward or to either side.

• Gait—Proper movement is the crucial test 
of  proper conformation and soundness. It 
must be sound, straight moving, agile, brief, 
quick, and powerful, never lumbering.

• Gait —To transmit this power efficiently to 
the front assembly, the coupling must be short 
and there should be no roll through the mid-
section.

• Gait—The stifle joints must point in the line 
of  travel, not outward resulting in a bowlegged 
appearance nor hitching in under the dog.

• Gait—The front legs must not swing out in 
semicircles nor mince or show any evidence of  
hackney action. The front and rear assemblies 
must be in dynamic equilibrium.

• Temperament—Displays of  aggression or 
timidity are unacceptable.

—Love Banghart, 
Lkendr4300@aol.com
Chow Chow Club, Inc.

Dalmatians
MENTORING—EASY AS A, B, C

Once upon a time, long, long ago, we got 
our first show dog, and how exciting it 

was as we learned to handle. We went to train-
ing classes, entered matches, and learned to 
groom. Then, one day, we found ourselves at 

our first dog show as an exhibitor. Remember? 
The butterflies in your stomach. The sweaty 
palms. 

How in the world did we ever survive? More 
than likely it was with the help of  a mentor. 
Maybe it was your dog’s breeder, maybe your 
obedience class instructor. Regardless of  the 
identity of  your guardian angel, there was 
someone there to get you into (and out of) the 
ring when required, someone with “what not to 
wear” suggestions, someone with handling tips. 

Now many years and titles later, those mem-
ories have faded. We are confident and sure as 
we approach the next show. We’ve been there, 
done it, and have the T-shirt. (Those vendors 
have one for every occasion!) Why, we even 
know enough to start sharing that knowledge 
with someone else who is taking those first ten-
tative steps into the dog show world. Perhaps 
you sold someone a show-quality puppy, or 
someone has approached you with a question 
after watching you run an agility course. You 
are now in a position to start giving back to 
the sport that has given you so much. 

But before you do, please review the ABC’s of  
Mentoring:

• A—Accurate advice only
I’ve seen many so-called mentors dole out 

well-meaning information that is just dead 
wrong. Be absolutely sure of  your facts before 
offering them up as gospel. Whether you’re 
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some improvement. Things aren’t always fair 
in this sport. Let’s imagine a run-off for High 
in Trial between a Sheltie and a Briard: The 
judge calls “halt,” and both dogs sit. The 
quickest sit wins. Whose butt is closest to the 
floor? The Sheltie can be sitting and checking 
out its pedicure while the Briard is still folding 
its hind legs into position. Clearly there should 
be some sort of  handicap in play here. Big 
dogs may be at a disadvantage in obedience, 
since any mistakes they make are much easier 
to see. Not to knock any breeds, but some are 
just easier to train than others. Maybe Border 
Collies, Golden Retrievers, and Shelties should 
just be awarded CDs with their registration 
papers so they don’t clutter up the Novice 
classes and embarrass everyone else.

Obviously all breeds aren’t equal when it 
comes to obedience, so here’s a suggestion to 
even things out a bit. Judges will be given ten 
extra points to distribute in any of  three des-
ignations. They will be Degree of  Difficulty, 
Intelligent Approach, and Creativity/Comic 
Relief. The Degree of  Difficulty points would 
be given to bolster the scores of  breeds whose 
physical or mental capabilities put them at a 
disadvantage. Let’s face it, there are some dogs 
who should be given extra points just for being 
able to find the ring entrance. Worthy of  
those points would be the Basset Hound who 
whipped his head around just before aiming to 

pick up a dumbbell and retrieved his left ear 
instead. I would also have appreciated those 
extra points for my beloved Briard, Max, who 
lost me on the Heel Free exercise and franti-
cally circled the ring looking for me until the 
judge commented, “Would you please tell that 
poor dog where you are?” A couple of  times 

I’ve seen determined dogs do an amazing job 
of  extricating dumbbells wedged in ring fenc-
ing. Now that’s difficult! Surely they deserve 
those extra points.

The Intelligence category would recognize 
canine competitors who use their brains to 
overcome problems in the ring. There can be 

no better example of  this than Jessie (AKA 
The Briard Who Ate Ontario), who was tak-
ing part in the Novice class at an outdoor trial 
on a hot summer day. We had positioned our 
dogs for the Long Sit in a line that started just 
past the tent and extended to the end of  the 
ring. Jessie was last in the line. On command, 
we left our dogs and walked to the other side 
of  the ring to turn and face them. But when I 
turned, no Jessie. I got a glimpse of  her tawny 
coat as she ambled behind the lineup until 
she came to the other end. She sat where the 
shade from the tent started and remained 
there till the end of  the exercise. Long Down, 
same thing. She walked behind the others and 
downed in the shade at the end of  the line. 

“I have to fail her,” the judge said almost 
apologetically, “but I have to give her credit 
for being the only one smart enough to do the 
exercises out of  the hot sun.”

When it comes to the Creativity/Comic 
Relief, there was a friend’s Beardie who  
managed to take the High Jump in every  
exercise in Open. He sailed over it while  
heeling, popped over while retrieving, and even 
managed to work it into the Drop on Recall. 

Another worthy recipient of  the Creativity/
Comic points would have to be the Lab 
who was sent to retrieve. Spotting a fluffy 
orange thing in the next ring that looked 
just like his favorite toy, he detoured into the 

Briard



mailto:alice%40bedlamkennels.com?subject=
https://www.briardclubofamerica.org


http://www.cdca.org


https://www.cardigancorgis.com/cwcca/


mailto:millknock%40embarqmail.com?subject=
https://www.collieclubofamerica.org/


mailto:miaswarts%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.finnishlapphund.org


SEPTEMBER 2022AKC GAZETTE 64

CO
U

RT
ES

Y 
N

EW
 Y

O
RK

 C
IT

Y 
PU

BL
IC

 L
IB

R
AR

Y

come to the realization that we are getting lost 
and have to insist on her taking us back to the 
main path. It is almost as though she is say-
ing, “Oh, you want to go back? I thought you 
wanted me to track—I’m busy tracking this 
herd of  deer for you. Are you sure you don’t 
want to find the deer?” 

Although Buhunds love to hike in both 
wooded and open areas, they definitely prefer 
the woods in summer when the trees provide 
shade from the sun. Since they are a dou-
ble-coated breed, we have to make sure that 
they do not overheat in the summer months 
by carrying sufficient water and avoiding very 
hot days. Some Norwegian Buhunds can 
become used to walking in the heat; mine 
(raised in air-conditioned comfort) prefer the 
cooler days of  fall or spring—or even winter. 

Winter hiking is easier on Buhunds, although 
their feet are still exposed to the ice. I try to 
make sure that their feet are protected with 
paw wax, and even purchased boots for their 
feet (which they managed to take off in less 
than five minutes). Thankfully, they have not 
yet figured out how to remove their orange-
blaze jackets during hunting season. However, 
since Buhunds are a herding breed, some of  
them tend to be sound-sensitive and are less 
interested in romping in the woods when they 
hear gunshots.  

Some Norwegian Buhunds carry well-fit-

ted backpacks while hiking; these packs can 
include a few small items such as water blad-
ders, food, and poop bags. And a few Buhunds 
have even earned Pack Dog and Trail Dog 
titles for hiking and backpacking. 

Hiking with Norwegian Buhunds has made 
me so much more aware of  all the wildlife that 
lives in our woods—from foxes to weasels and 
otters and, of  course, plenty of  rabbits, deer, 
and coyotes. I am always amazed how many 
tracks Buhunds can see and scent early in the 
morning, especially after an overnight snow-
fall. I am sure that they would have intriguing 
stories to tell about all they see and scent.

—Jasmine Tata, 
Jtata2@yahoo.com
Norwegian Buhund Club of  America 

Old English Sheepdogs
PERILS OF THE SEASON PART 2

With summer sliding into fall for most of  
you and your Old English, hopefully 

you have avoided the hot-weather perils cov-
ered in my June column. These included not 
running away during your neighborhood’s 4th 
of  July barrage and only snitching one burger 
during your Labor Day bash. 

The passing of  Labor Day means it is time 
to begin preparing for the fall and winter perils 
your sheepdog will be facing. If  you are a long-

time breeder or owner, most of  
these won’t be new. However, a 
quick review can’t hurt. 

One group of  perils includes 
a variety of  holidays and 
special days. These start 
with Halloween and its door-
bell-ringing trick-or-treaters. 
Then it doesn’t end until 
you’ve ushered in 2023. These 
perils pretty much affect all 
parts of  the country about the 
same. 

The other class of  perils is 
just the opposite: the weather. 
This can vary widely from 
ice and snow, to rain and mud, to warm and 
sunny in the retirement meccas. However, 
just because you live in one of  the latter, don’t 
think that bad weather is out of  the question. 
Remember the polar vortex that turned Texas 
into a block of  ice from the Oklahoma border 
to the Rio Grande Valley.

Weather
The weather issues are addressed first. Even 

during the winter if  you are enjoying hot, 
sunny weather, leaving your dog in a closed 
vehicle can lead to heatstroke. Since this was 
covered in the previous column, the focus here 
is on cold situations that may lead to hypo-

thermia or other problems.
The most serious issue would be having 

a dog in full coat get completely wet under 
subfreezing conditions. One way this could 
happen is for your dog to venture onto an 
ice-covered waterway and then break through 
the ice. Recovering the dog and getting it to 
solid ground can be a challenge, as the ice will 
also be unable to support an adult attempting 
the rescue. Particularly if  the water is flowing, 
the rescue may require assistance from first 
responders. Once the rescue has been made, 
the dog needs to be quickly transported to a 
place where warming and drying can begin.

Fortunately other winter perils involve snow 

Old English Sheepdog with Julie Andrews and 
the original Broadway cast of Camelot, 1960
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      ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates will be
held at the Doubletree Newark Airport
Hotel on Tuesday, September 13, 2022. For
the sole purpose of conducting the vote for
the Delegate Standing Committees, the
meeting will be called to order at 9:00 a.m.
After those present at that time have voted,
the Delegate Meeting will recess to begin the
Forum (approximately 1 hour in duration).
The Delegate Meeting will reconvene
following the conclusion of the Forum at
which time anyone who had not yet voted
will have the opportunity to do so, then the
polls will be closed. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Gloucester Kennel Club of Virginia

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS
Lori A. Carver, Belchertown, MA, 

Field Spaniel Society of America
Penny DiSiena, Ocala, FL, 

Greater Ocala Dog Club 
Sally Green, Terre Haute, IN,

Terre Haute Kennel Club
Timothy Gulley, Santa Rosa, CA, 

County-Wide Dog Training Club 
Corey Heenan, Colonie, NY,

Albany Kennel Club 
Agi Hejja, Gum Spring, VA,

Kuvasz Club of America

Jennifer Martin, North East, MD,
Weimaraner Club of America
Rachann Mayer, Mount Airy, MD, 

Carroll Kennel Club 
Karen Rooks Nauer, Colorado Springs,

CO, German Shorthaired Pointer Club of
America 

NOTICE
As a result of an Event Committee determina-

tion the following individual stands suspended
of AKC privileges.  It should be noted that this
determination may still be appealed and may
be reversed.  Upon expiration of the appeal
process, an appropriate notice describing the
status of the individual’s suspension, if any, will
appear in this column:

Mr. Philip Boyce (Waxhaw, NC)
Ms. Stephanie Curtis (Carbondale, IL)
Mr. Dale Hunsburger (Turney, MO)
Ms. Courtney Kiser (Wytheville, VA)
Ms. Pat Weber (Juliet, IL)
Mr. Trent Wilkinson (Stanley, NM)

NOTICE
Ms. Kylie Higgins (Anaheim, CA) Action was

taken by the Orange Empire Dog Club for
conduct at its May 22, 2022 event. Ms.
Higgins was charged with neglect of a dog at
or in connection an event. The Staff Event
Committee reviewed the Event Committee’s
report and set the penalty as a six-month
suspension of all AKC privileges and imposed

a $1,000 fine. (Australian Cattle Dog)

NOTICE
Ms. Elizabeth Jefferis (Chicago, IL) Action

was taken by the No-Z K9 Scent Work Club of
Northwest Indiana for conduct at its June 12,
2022 event.  Ms. Jefferis was charged with fail-
ure to properly control a dog at an event.  The
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event
Committee’s report and set the penalty as a
reprimand and imposed a $200 fine. (Papillon,
German Shepherd Dog)

NOTICE  
Mr. John Pace (Norco, CA).  Action was taken

by the German Shorthaired Pointer Club of
Southern California for conduct at its February
12, 2022 event.  Mr. Pace was charged with im-
proper treatment in connection with an event
and violation of AKC rules/regulations or club
regulations.  The Staff Event Committee re-
viewed the committee’s report and set the com-
bined penalty at a three-month suspension from
all AKC privileges and a $500 fine, effective
April 20, 2022. Mr. Pace appealed the decision
to an AKC Trial Board.  The Trial Board denied
his appeal. (German Shorthaired Pointers)

NOTICE  
Mr. Carlos Puig (Round Lake, IL).  Action was

taken by the Minnesota Dachshund Club for
conduct at its August 27, 2021 event.  Mr. Puig
was charged with improper treatment in con-
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TRIAL BOARDS
APPEALS TRIAL BOARD

MARTHA FELTENSTEIN, ESQ.,CHAIR 
BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 

BARBARA PENNY, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
THERESA DOWELL, ESQ

EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS
DR. KLAUS ANSELM

KATHI BROWN
CHARLES FOLEY

MEDORA HARPER
DONNA HERZIG
CARL HOLDER

LAURIE MAULUCCI
DR. ROBERT MYALL

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
ROBERT STEIN

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK
SYLVIA THOMAS

  PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
BILL TEAGUE

ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2023
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

CLASS OF 2024
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT
KAROLYNNE M. MCATEER

CLASS OF 2025
RITA J. BIDDLE, ESQ.
DOMINIC P. CAROTA
DR. THOMAS DAVIES
THOMAS POWERS

CLASS OF 2026
CHRISTOPHER L. SWEETWOOD

HAROLD “RED” TATRO III 
ANN WALLIN

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio

THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding the
integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for
type and function.
Founded in1884, theAKCand itsaffiliatedorganizationsadvocate for thepure bred
dog as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect
the rights of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DOMINIC P. CAROTA, VICE CHAIRMAN

   VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Marketing

MARK DUNN, Executive Vice President 

KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

RONALD FURMAN, Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship

SHEILA GOFFE, Government Relations

BRANDI HUNTER MUNDEN, Public Relations & Communications

DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel

MARI-BETH O’NEILL, S  port Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services

DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Judging Operations

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
DENNIS B. SPRUNG

President
Chief Executive Officer

GINA M. DINARDO
Executive Secretary

THEODORE PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer
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pasterns are parallel. Dewclaws are usually re-
moved. The feet are the same as in front, ex-
cept that they are smaller and often more
compact.

Coat: The Springer has an outer coat and an
undercoat. On the body, the outer coat is of
medium length, flat or wavy, and is easily distin-
guishable from the undercoat, which is short,
soft and dense. The quantity of undercoat is af-
fected by climate and season. When in combi-
nation, outer coat and undercoat serve to
make the dog substantially waterproof, weath-
erproof and thorn proof. On ears, chest, legs
and belly the Springer is nicely furnished with
a fringe of feathering of moderate length and
heaviness. On the head, front of the forelegs,
and below the hock joints on the front of the
hind legs, the hair is short and fine. The coat
has the clean, glossy, “live” appearance indica-
tive of good health, It is legitimate to trim
about the head, ears, neck and feet, to remove
dead undercoat, and to thin and short excess
feathering as required to enhance a smart,
functional appearance. The tail may be
trimmed or fringed and may have wavy feather-
ing. Above all, the appearance should be natu-
ral. Over-trimming, especially the body coat, or
any chopped, barbered or artificial effect is to
be penalized in the show ring, as is excessive
feathering that destroys the clean outline desir-
able in a sporting dog. Correct quality and con-
dition of coat is to take precedence over

quantity of coat. 

Color: All the following combinations of colors
and markings are equally acceptable: (1) Black
or liver with white markings or predominantly
white with black or liver markings; (2) Blue or
liver roan; (3) Tricolor: black and white or liver
and white with tan markings, usually found on
eyebrows, cheeks, inside of ears and under the
tail. Any white portion of the coat may be
flecked with ticking. Off colors such as lemon,
red or orange are not to place.

Gait: The final test of the Springer’s conforma-
tion and soundness is proper movement. Bal-
ance is a prerequisite to good movement. The
front and rear assemblies must be equivalent in
angulation and muscular development for the
gait to be smooth and effortless. Shoulders
which are well laid-back to permit a long stride
are just as essential as the excellent rear quar-
ters that provide driving power. Seen from the
side, the Springer exhibits a long, ground-cov-
ering stride and carries a firm back, with no
tendency to dip, roach or roll from side to side.
From the front, the legs swing forward in a free
and easy manner. Elbows have free action from
the shoulders, and the legs show no tendency
to cross or interfere. From behind, the rear legs
reach well under the body, following on a line
with the forelegs. As speed increases, there is a
natural tendency for the legs to converge to-
ward a center line of travel. Movement faults in-

clude high-stepping, wasted motion; short,
choppy stride; crabbing; and moving with the
feet wide, the latter giving roll or swing to the
body. 

Temperament: The typical Springer is
friendly, eager to please, quick to learn and will-
ing to obey. Such traits are conducive to
tractability, which is essential for appropriate
handler control in the field. In the show ring,
he should exhibit poise and attentiveness and
permit himself to be examined by the judge
without resentment or cringing. Aggression to-
ward people and aggression toward other dogs
is not in keeping with sporting dog character
and purpose and is not acceptable. Excessive
timidity, with due allowance for puppies and
novice exhibits, is to be equally penalized. 

Summary: In evaluating the English Springer
Spaniel, the overall picture is a primary consid-
eration. One should look for the type, which in-
cludes general appearance and outline, and
also for soundness, which includes movement
and temperament. In as much as the dog with a
smooth easy gait must be reasonably sound and
well-balanced, he is to be highly regarded, how-
ever, not to the extent of forgiving him for not
looking like an English Springer Spaniel. An
atypical dog, too short or long in leg length or
foreign in head or expression, may move well,
but he is not be preferred over a good all-

round specimen that has a minor fault in move-
ment. It must be remembered that the English
Springer Spaniel is first and foremost a sporting
dog of the Spaniel family, and he must look, be-
have and move in character.

CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provi-

sional judges should be addressed to the
Judging Operations Department at PO
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. Let-
ters concerning Agility, Obedience, Rally,
Tracking, and VST applicants should be
addressed to the Companion Events De-
partment in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the
request of a judge or judge applicant, pro-
vide that individual with copies of letters
received regarding their judging qualifica-
tions. As a result, it should be understood
that any such correspondence will be
made available, upon request, to the judge
or judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all Conforma-
tion and Junior Showmanship judges to
notify the Judging Operations Department
of any changes or corrections to their ad-
dress, phone, fax or emails. These changes
are very important because they affect
your judges’ record, the web site and the
Judges Directory. Please notify Judging
Operations by email at judgingops@akc.org.
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Delegates Approved
Karyn Byrd
To represent Sawnee Mountain Kennel
Club of Georgia
Published June 2022, July 2022

Mallory Cosby Driskill
To represent Tibetan Spaniel Club of
America
Published July 2022, August 2022

Sarah Ford
To represent Fargo-Moorhead Kennel
Club
Published July 2022, August 2022

Nancy Nelson
To represent Hungarian Pumi Club of
America
Published July 2022, August 2022

Ann Wallace
To represent Talbot Kennel Club
Published July 2022, August 2022

Request for AKC Membership Approved
Baytown Kennel Club
Focal Point: Baytown, TX (including
Crosby, TX and Highlands, TX)
First License Trial: April 3, 1976
43 Households/10 Local
Bylaws: Acceptable

Parent Club Designation for German Spitz
The Board VOTED to designate the Ger-
man Spitz Club of America as the AKC
Parent Club for the German Spitz Breed,
allowing them to hold FSS Open Shows.

Parent Club Designation for Kromfohrlander
The Board VOTED to designate the Krom-
fohrlander Club of America as the AKC
Parent Club representing the Krom-
fohrlander breed.

Dogs Disqualified for Aggression
The Board VOTED to establish by a policy
that dogs disqualified more than once
under the provisions of Chapter 11, Sec-
tion 8-A of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows
are ineligible for reinstatement.

Dogs disqualified more than once under
the provisions of Chapter 11, Section 8-A
of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows are ineli-
gible for reinstatement. (By judge for at-
tacking a person in the ring, by Event
Committee for attacking and injuring a
person or a dog, or administratively
barred due to multiple excusals for aggres-
sion).

Emergency Procedures at Dog Events
The Board VOTED to modify the Emer-
gency Procedures at Dog Events Policy to: 

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES AT DOG EVENTS
POLICY
3. All clubs are strongly encouraged to
have a qualified emergency medical tech-
nician (CPR certified) or CPR-certified
qualified healthcare professional (QHP)
in attendance at each event.
4. At group and all-breed conformation
events, clubs are required to have a quali-
fied emergency medical technician (CPR
certified) or CPR certified qualified
healthcare professional (QHP) in atten-
dance from one hour prior to the start of
judging until completion of all judging.

Brussels Griffon Proposed Breed Standard
Revision 
The Board VOTED to permit the Ameri-
can Brussels Griffon Association to pro-
ceed to ballot its membership on the
proposed revision to the “Tail” Section of
the breed standard to describe
an undocked tail.

Proposed AKC Bylaw Amendment to Article
VIII, Section 1
The Board VOTED to approve a proposal
from the Delegate Bylaws Committee to
amend Article VIII, Section 1, of the AKC
Bylaws, to specify that two alternates
should be named to the Nominating Com-
mittee in addition to the five-member
committee. This is what has been done in

practice for over 25 years.

SECTION 1. The Board of Directors be-
fore August fifteenth of each year shall
designate five Delegates to serve as princi-
pal members and two Delegates to serve as
alternates to be a Nominating Committee.
No Delegate designated to serve on the
Nominating Committee may be an officer
of the AKC or a member of its Board of Di-
rectors. The duty of the Nominating Com-
mittee is to nominate candidates for
vacancies on the Board of Directors, which
are to be filled at the next annual meeting
of the AKC. The names of the Delegates
on the Nominating Committee and their
roles as either principal members or alter-
nates are to be published on the Secre-
tary’s Page of the September AKC Gazette.

This will be read at the September 2022
Delegate Meeting for a VOTE at the De-
cember 2022 Delegate Meeting. 

Proposed AKC Bylaw Amendment to Article X,
Section 1
The Board VOTED to approve a proposal
from the Delegate Bylaws Committee to
amend Article X, Section 1, of the AKC By-
laws, to specify that the CFO oversees the
day-to-day financial operations of the or-
ganization, which is the current practice.
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the use the courses for classes, in addition
to team League competition. 

Section 7. Judges. Approved AKC Judges
and anyone who has earned a Master Ex-
cellent (MX) and/or a Master Excellent
Jumpers with Weaves (MXJ) title is eligible
to judge at League competitions. If a team
does not have anyone that meets those
qualifications, the Captain may apply for
an exception to the League department.
Judges’ dogs may be run by the judge if
there is another person of sufficient expe-
rience to judge them. Judges’ family mem-
bers also may participate in League
competition and/or may run the judge’s
dogs, but judges should not judge their
own dogs or members of their immediate
household. Judges do not have to be team
members; guest judges are allowed.
Judges’ responsibilities include supervis-
ing the building of the course, measuring
the course yardage, judging the dogs’ per-
formance, and reviewing and approving
score sheets. 

Section 8. Scoring. Dogs will be scored
based on time and faults, according to
their levels, with advanced dogs subject to
more penalties than novice dogs. 

Section 9. Faults. Faults will be deducted
according to level as follows: 

a. Senior & Ph.D.
– Knocked Bar – 5 pts.
– Missed Contact – 5 pts.
– Refusal/run-out – 5 pts. 
– Wrong Course – 10 pts.

b. Sophomore
– Knocked Bar – 5 pts. 
– Missed Contact – 5 pts. 
– Refusal/run-out – 2 pts.
– Wrong Course – 5 pts. 

c. Freshmen
– Knocked Bar – 1 pt.
– Missed Contact – 5 pts.
– Refusal/run-out – No penalty 
– Wrong Course – 5 pts.

Section 10. Calculation of Scores.  
Individual scores for each dog will be cal-
culated based on course time, total faults,
jump height, jump class (Regular or Pre-
ferred), and course type. Team scores will
be calculated by averaging the individual
scores of all team dogs who ran the course.
Teams must have a minimum of three
dogs run the course for the Team to be eli-
gible for scoring. 

Regular Jump Class Scoring
Score=(course yardage)⁄((time*jump handi-
cap)+faults)
Preferred and Veteran Jump Class Scoring 
Score=(course yardage)⁄((time*jump  handicap)-
5 sec+faults)

Jump Handicaps
Jump handicaps are based on a dog’s
measured/true jump height.

Section 11. Score Sheets. The AKC will
make available scribe sheets for teams to
download, as well as other paperwork
needed for League participation. Score
sheets must be signed by the judge and the
competitor at the team competition. Score
sheets must include the Course Map ID,
course yardage and dog jump height, as
well as the total faults and dog time
(sec.ms recorded to two decimal places).
Time may be recorded with automatic
timers or hand-held devices, such as stop
watches or cell phones. Captains must re-
tain score sheets for at least two months
after the Season’s end. No event kits will
be mailed for League competitions. All

forms must be downloaded from the AKC
website under downloadable forms
(www.akc.org/downloadable-forms/)

Section 12. Score Submission. Captains
will enter their League scores online by
11:59 pm EST Sunday of each two-week
Round. Scores will be entered into the
League website. Information required at
the time of score input will include Team
Name, Team Number, Field Size Classifica-
tion, Course Map ID, course yardage,
judge name, as well as the following for
each team member:

– Registered League Handler Name
– League Registered Dog Name &

Number
– Dog Call Name
– Dog Breed
– Dog Jump Height & Regular/Pre-

ferred/Veteran 
– Dog time (time in seconds and mil-

liseconds to two decimal places)
– Total dog faults

Chapter 5 – Rankings

Section 1. Team Rankings. At the end of
each two-week Round, AKC will publish
the rankings for the teams in each
Competition Division and Field Size
Classification, based on the average of all
scores of the League-Registered Dogs on

STD/Premier/ISC                   Handicap
8" 0.806
12" 0.871
16" 0.919
20" 1
24" 0.935

JWW                                          Handicap
8" 0.813
12" 0.867
16" 0.880
20" 1
24" 0.947
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http://www.americanwaterspanielclub.org/
http://theboykinspanielclub.com/
https://www.barbetclubofamerica.com
http://clubs.akc.org/brit/
http://www.amchessieclub.org/
http://www.clumbers.org/
https://www.americanspanielclub.org/
http://www.ccrca.org/
https://englishcocker.org/
http://www.esaa.com/
http://www.essfta.org/
http://www.fieldspaniels.org/
http://www.fcrsainc.org/
http://www.gspca.org/
http://www.gwpca.com/
http://www.grca.org/
http://www.gsca.org/
http://www.irishredwhitesetterassociation.com/
http://www.irishsetterclub.org/
http://iwsca.webs.com/
http://www.thelabradorclub.com/
http://nsdtrc-usa.org/
http://www.americanpointerclub.org/
http://www.spinoneclubofamerica.com/
http://www.sussexspaniels.org/
http://www.vcaweb.org/
http://weimaranerclubofamerica.org/
https://www.lagottous.com
https://www.kooikerhondjeusa.org/
http://www.wssca.com/
http://www.awpga.com/
http://www.whvca.us/
http://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.americanfoxhoundclub.org/
http://www.azawakhs.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/american_english_coonhound/index.cfm
https://www.basenji.org/
http://basset-bhca.org/
http://clubs.akc.org/NBC/
http://www.abtcc.com/
http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/bluetick_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.borzoiclubofamerica.org/
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org/
https://cirneco.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/english_foxhound/index.cfm
https://www.gbgv.net/
http://www.greyhoundclubofamericainc.org/
http://www.harrierclubofamerica.com/
http://www.ihcus.org/
http://www.iwclubofamerica.org/index.html
http://neaa.net/
http://www.otterhound.org/
http://www.pbgv.org/
http://www.ph-club.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/plott/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/redbone_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/portuguese_podengo_pequeno/index.cfm
http://www.rrcus.org/
http://www.salukiclub.org/
http://www.deerhound.org/index.shtml
http://www.americanwhippetclub.net/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/treeing_walker_coonhound/index.cfm
https://sloughi-international.com


http://www.akitaclub.org/
http://alaskanmalamute.org/
http://www.asdca.org/
http://www.bmdca.org/
http://www.brtca.org/
http://www.americanboerboelclub.com/
http://www.bullmastiff.us/
http://www.canecorso.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/chinook/index.cfm
http://www.ddbsa.org/.
https://www.dogousa.org/
http://www.german-pinscher.com/
http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/
http://www.gdca.org/
http://www.gpcaonline.org/
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://komondorclubofamerica.org/
http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
http://www.mastiff.org/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
http://saintbernardclub.org/
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
http://www.btcoa.org/
http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
http://www.btca.com
http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
http://ddtca.org/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://sealyham.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/rat_terrier/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/russell_terrier/index.cfm
http://clubs.akc.org/skye/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
http://clubs.akc.org/wtca/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.dpca.org/


http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://biewerterrierclubofamerica.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
http://www.chihuahuaclubofamerica.com/
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://japanesechinclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanMalteseAssociation/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
http://thepekingeseclubofamerica.net/
http://www.americanpomeranianclub.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com/
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
http://silkyterrierclub.yolasite.com/
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.usactc.org
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/norwegian_lundehund/index.cfm
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.schipperkeclub-usa.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shibas.org/index.html
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
http://www.xoloitzcuintliclubofamerica.org/


PARENT CLUB LINKS

Australian 
Cattle Dog

Australian 
Shepherd

Bearded Collie Beauceron Belgian Laekenois

Belgian 
Malinois

Belgian Sheepdog Berger PicardBelgian Tervuren Bergamasco

Bouvier des 
Flandres

Briard Canaan Dog Cardigan Welsh
Corgi

Collie (Rough) Collie (Smooth) Entlebucher
Mountain Dog

German Shepherd
Dog

Finnish 
Lapphund

Icelandic 
Sheepdog

Miniature American
Shepherd

Mudi Norwegian
Buhund

Old English 
Sheepdog

Pembroke Welsh
Corgi

Polish Lowland
Sheepdog

Puli Pyrenean 
Shepherd

Pumi

Shetland 
Sheepdog

Swedish 
Vallhund

Spanish Water
Dog

Border Collie
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http://www.akc.org/events/handlers
www.akc.org/events/junior-showmanship/junior-clinics/
http://www.akc.org/events/handlers/adult-clinics/
https://my.royalcanin.com/
https://www.acdca.org/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
https://www.laeken.club
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.picards.us
http://www.picards.us
http://www.picards.us
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/bca/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/finnish_lapphund/index.cfm
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org
https://www.mudi.us/
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
http://www.pumiclub.org
http://www.assa.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/
http://www.swdclub.org/
http://www.bordercolliesociety.com/

	1-09_22_Opener
	2-Purina_ad_Sept2022
	4-09_22_Masthead
	3-09_22_PresMessage
	5-09_22_Updates
	7-09_22_Slideshow
	8-PPI_Sept_2022
	9-09_22_Ringside
	11-09_22_Feature1_LeagueofTheirOwn
	15-09_22_Videos
	16-09_22_Feature2_3rdTime
	22-09_22_TimesPast
	23-09_22_DogPeople
	24-09_22_BreedColumns4Arliss-AP-EDITS copy
	72-95_Sept_2022_SecyPages
	96-99-PC_Pages_Aug_2022

