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if you’re an esteemed dog judge of 
long standing, you have been  
interviewed many times by local 

reporters who know next to nothing about 
the sport. In these situations, the reporter 
tends to fall back on the same stock  
questions again and again. Bill Potter, 
with more than 50 years in the game, has 
given his share of such interviews, and he 
has a knack for answering the same old 
questions with clarity and grace. Here’s a 
sampler of Potter’s responses.

What is a judge looking for in the ring?
There is a written standard for each 
breed of dog that covers all their physical 
characteristics from the tip of their nose 
to the tip of their tail. And you need to be 
aware of those. At the breed level, you’re 
looking for the best example of that 
breed. When you’re judging the group, 
you are judging which one of those  
animals is the best example of its breed 
compared to the best example of the other 
breed. 

How much of judging is physical characteristics, 
and how much is personality and poise?
Itlx ymfy xmt| ymjrxjq{jx tẍ mf{j fs 
advantage. Dogs who are uninterested 
in being there will not exhibit how they 
move properly as well as those who are 
proud to be there.  

Do the dogs know that the audience is  
applauding them ?
Yes. And there are some dogs that 
really thrive on it. When they hear that 
applause and attention, they enjoy it. 

What do you think of the movie  
Best in Show ?
N ăsi ny frzxnsl3 Fx |nym fqq  
caricature artists, they mock and  
exaggerate the subject. I see the humor 
in it, but it’s not one of my favorite  
movies.

Could you imagine what your life would be like 
without dogs?
No. I’d be lost.

William Potter
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Petits Bassets Griffons Vendéens

Our column for this issue is provided by 
Teri King, who is a PBGVCA Board 

Director and the mother of  our very talented 
club photographer, Shea Braune. Many 
thanks to Teri for writing this lovely article 
detailing all of  the events offered at the 2022 
PBGVCA national specialty that was held in 
St. Louis in April, and to Shea for providing 
great photos!

Once upon a time there were some  
magnificent PBGVs who gathered from far and 
wide to show off their essential qualities. The 
humans gave pursuit, all meeting up in St. Louis 
for the breed’s national and regional specialties 
of  2022.

The chronicle of  their endeavors is as follows, 
dictated by one of  their participants and written 
by a partner in crime—me—so Tally ho, and let’s 
begin. (I won’t mention any names, as forgetting 
one would be unforgiveable, as so many  
contributed to a momentous event.)

2022 NATIONAL SPECIALTY 

Entertainment and thrills and chills were to 
be had at this gathering. The first discipline was 
agility. Held off-site with volunteers to assist, it 
was an event to behold. The hounds performed 
admirably. Once again, a High in Trial was 
awarded to a well-deserving hound.

Scent work was next on the hound’s agenda. 

Many gathered in the courtyard and by all 
accounts put their large, black noses to the grind. 
Several titles were awarded, with placements to 
delight owners and crowd alike. The pungent 
carpet was no match for the hounds’ keen use  
of  nose.

Next up, obedience and rally regaled partici-
pants and observers. Though they are hounds 
and can earn high scores sometimes, they prefer 
to be unpaid comedians. There were some great 
runs, as usual. The judge was very generous and 
patient. I would guess he was forewarned prior 
to accepting this assignment. High in Trial is 
coveted in PBGVs, as well as new titles.

While I declared in the beginning not to men-
tion names, I would be reticent if  I failed to 
mention the national judge and provider of  a 

most compelling breeder seminar, Pat Trotter. 
No doubt even the most seasoned breeder 
could benefit from her vast knowledge.

The annual gathering is an awesome event 
where hounds can parade their skills. CGC 
(Canine Good Citizen), CGCA (Advanced) and 
Urban are valuable skills well earned. Trick Dog 
events are always fun, the performances filled 
with imagination.

A highlight and honor for many is the annual 
Top Twenty Invitational. This celebration is 
formal and showcases PBGVs with outstanding 
records in the breed ring. The team of  three 
judges, comprised of  an AKC group judge, a 
handler judge and a breeder-judge, evaluates 
each entry to determine how closely each fits the 
breed standard. There are two winners, as deter-

mined by a consensus of  the three judges. There 
is the Top Twenty winner, and a People’s Choice 
winner as voted on by those in attendance. 
Each entrant submits a song of  their choice to 
be played during their presentation. The songs 

At the breed’s national in April, PBGVs demonstrated their skills and qualities at a cavalcade of events includ-
ing conformation, agility, scent work, obedience, rally, and Trick Dog—as well as a hunt and Triathlon.
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members and included—Bull Terrier Type 
in England (1951), authored by Raymond 
Oppenheimer; Ymj Fwy tk Htrufwnsl Inẍjwjsy 
Type Bull Terriers (1951), by Ernest Eberhard; 
and a broader look at type in Harold Spira’s 
book Canine Terminology, first published in 
1982, and Tom Horner’s Type, the Intangible 

(1992). Finally, Hon. David Merriam’s The Bull 
Terrier Club of America’s Centennial History proved 
to be an invaluable resource.

Up to June 2022 there have been three 
Zoom seminars, with lively discussion and an 
ever-increasing audience. At least two more 
sessions are planned. The topics for discussion 

were circulated to the committee in advance, 
and each member had 10 minutes to make 
their pitch. On occasion there was a desig-
nated lead or guest speaker. 

It is already plain to see two issues are rising 
to the top. Firstly our standard, which was 
last visited 74 years ago, and its relationship 
to today’s exhibits. Along with this comes the 
obvious fact that the majority of  Bull Terriers 
will be house pets—and as such, do they fit 
easily into that role? 

No doubt the next sessions will unearth 
more areas that the BTCA should address and 
will form part of  the overall summary, to be 
published in a subsequent breed column. 

To finish, here is a quotation from the very 
well-respected dog man Percy Roberts, born 
in 1891, which embraces much of  which will 
be discussed:

“The Breed Standard is the blueprint. The 
breeders are the builders, and the judges are 
the building inspectors.”

—Robert Myall, Portland, Oregon
Bull Terrier Club of  America 

Cairn Terriers
LOOSE AND FREE: SHOW PRESENTATION OF A 

CAIRN TERRIER

The famed terrier breeder-judge Tom 
Horn is quoted as saying, “A dog who 

stands his ground and shows himself  paying 
attention to his handler will always beat those 
who need to have the heads and tails held up 
by their kneeling handlers—at least under 
judges who know what terriers are for.” 

The U.S. standard for the Cairn Terrier, 
approved in 1938, says that a Cairn should 
move freely and easily on a loose lead. The 
Cairn is one of  12 AKC breeds whose stan-
dards specify presentation on a loose lead. 
Ideally this means that there should be visible 
slack in the lead as the dog gaits.

Gaiting a Cairn on a loose lead requires con-
trol of  the dog. This means training and prac-
tice. Heeling with a Cairn requires maturity 
and control in the dog as the breed’s instinct is 
to race off at whatever sparks their attention. 
Cairns are known for their intelligence, head-
strong personalities, and innate hunting drive 
that can make them hard to control.

The gait of  a Cairn is described in the breed 
standard as “very free in its movements,” 
although an exact description of  “free” is not 
stated. The benefits and risks of  showing on a 
loose lead are that the dog will gait naturally 
and show what is really there. When a dog is 
moved without tension, his head may lower, 
and any weakness in the front quarter may be 
more apparent. Stringing up a dog on a tight 
lead will lift the head, neck, and shoulders 
and may tighten up the appearance of  a loose 

Bull Terrier

https://www.btca.com
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one thing Texas does well is air conditioning. 
This meant the best way to host a national in 
Texas and beat the heat was to hold the show 
at the Houston World Series of  Dog Shows. 
This national theme begged to be baseball-cen-
tric, and we invited all to “Take Me Out to 
the Ballgame!” The Houston cluster rivals 
Orlando for size and offers all of  the events 
that Manchesters excel at—conformation, 
scent work, obedience, rally, Barn Hunt, and 
flyball. 

The 125-plus Manchesters that converged 
on Texas competed in every one of  these 
events. In addition, the AMTC also spon-
sored an Agility event at Dog Gone Fun 
Agility in Magnolia, Texas, the Monday 
before. The versatile Manchesters shined in 
all rings, and several earned titles—a true 
honor for a breed during national-specialty 
week. 

Although Manchesters love the heat and 
will lie in the sun every chance they can get, 
we did everything we could to keep everyone 
cool. All events were held at the host hotel 
and at the NRG Center during the dog show, 
which were only 0.3 miles apart. Members 
were able to attend the banquet, auction, 
annual meeting, Manchester Terrier of  the 
Year (Top 10 Competition), Meet the Breed, 
Junior’s Celebration, health clinics, health 
seminar, judges’ education—and, of  course, 

the national itself. 
The whole goal of  this year’s national was 

to give Manchester lovers a chance to come 
together and show just how multitalented 
our breed is. The days were long, and lots of  
dogs could be seen napping in the grooming 
area waiting for their turn. It took multiple 
volunteers and a cluster that was willing to 
take on an entry of  this size for a breed that 
usually only has a handful of  entries on any 
other year. 

The Houston club members were wonder-
ful to work with and made us all feel so wel-
come. The Texas friendliness was on point, 
and it made my job as national show chair 
that much easier. From the large grooming 
space to the designated ring, the club truly 
rolled out the green carpet to make our event 
even more special.

Seeing all of  this come together firsthand 
was truly inspiring. A breed that is endan-
gered in the country of  origin and on/
off of  the low-entry AKC breed list, it was 
quite the sight to see over 100 Manchesters 
of  both varieties in one place. It was more 
Manchesters than most judges, exhibi-
tors, and the public will see in a lifetime. 
Additionally, Manchesters are known for 
longevity, with a life expectancy of  16-plus 
years. We saw one of  the oldest standard 
entrants win BOV at the ripe age of  13 years 

at the District 3 specialty. In fact, Mr. Edd 
Bivin awarded the Best of  Breed National 
Specialty honor to a lovely 8-year-old, Sonic, 
AKA GCh.S Meldey’s Warp Speed. The 
next day, her brother, Justice, also 8 years 
old, was BOV. Also, the youngsters were well 
represented, with several variety winners 
throughout the week that were just over a 
year old. Remember, age is just a number 
when it comes to Manchester Terriers.

Although the week was long, the 
Manchester enthusiasts were able to partic-
ipate in so many happenings as part of  the 
national week. They could also use their 
extra time to tour the area and take in the 
sights. The benefit to having dogs the size of  
Manchesters is they are easy to cart to and 
from the hotel, jump in the car and head to 
an attraction, or even sit on a shady patio 
and enjoy a libation. There were many ways 
to still enjoy the area, even with the summer 
temperatures and the warm Gulf  breeze.

Next year the AMTC national will be on the 
East Coast in Florida, and we look forward to 
another coastal show and another chance to 
show an area of  the country that Manchesters 
may be small in number and size but they are 
mighty.

—Robin Gates,
robingates42@gmail.com
American Manchester Terrier Club 

Norfolk Terriers
BUCKET-LIST ITEM OR BACKYARD FUN—GO  

FOR IT!

In the blink of  an eye we’ll be moving from 
the Dog Days of  August to the “Terrier 

Days of  October,” as we gather in eastern 
Pennsylvania for a whole series of  events of  
interest to Norfolk Terriers and their owners.

Starting on Monday, October 3, there will 
be four days of  terrier agility at “The Net,” in 
Palmyra, and on October 4 and 5 will be two 
days of  Fast CAT, sponsored by the Norfolk 
Terrier Club, at the same site. Links to the pre-
mium lists for these activities can be found on 
the AKC’s Events and Awards Search page.

Later that week, NTC members will be out 
in force at both Hatboro KC shows held on 
Thursday and Friday, October 6 and 7, and at 
the Devon KC show on Saturday the 8th. Our 
club will have supported entries at all three 
of  these shows. The NTC national specialty 
is being held in conjunction with the great-
est terrier show on earth, the Montgomery 
County KC show on Sunday, October 9, 
at Macungie Memorial Park in Macungie, 
Pennsylvania. Premium lists for these shows 
are also available by looking them up on the 
Events and Awards page on the AKC website, 
or through their respective superintendents 
(MBF for Montgomery and Devon, and RAU 
for Hatboro).
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Welsh Terriers
THE FUNCTIONAL WELSH TERRIER 

Most breeds of  dog were originally 
developed to perform a function. The 

structure, size, and coat were selected for long 
before standards were written to describe 
the preferred features of  a type of  dog. Early 
breeders chose the dogs who were most able 
to do a specific function, suitability for that 
purpose being the prime requirement. The 
animals were selectively bred for many gen-
erations, and people who established a breed 
discussed and described the animals most fit 
for the work they were intended to do long 
before written standards were produced. 

With few exceptions these early dog breeders 
developed breeds, including the Welsh Terrier, 
by selecting their breeding stock in this fash-
ion. To better understand the standard, it is 
necessary to understand the requirements of  
the job the Welsh was intended to do.

The Welsh was developed to go to ground 
after woodchuck, dig badgers out of  their dens, 
and get foxes out of  their lairs. They were 
also required to kill rats and mice. These jobs 
required characteristics that must always be con-
sidered of  prime importance whether judging 
Welsh in the ring or selecting breeding stock. 
A close examination of  the standard from this 
frame of  reference should establish those fea-
tures that are of  utmost importance because they 

Welsh Terrier
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Azawakhs, Cirneco dell’Etna, Portuguese
Podengo Pequenos, Scottish Deer-
hounds, Sloughi

Ms. Marcie Dobkin (6442) CA
(858) 748-8848
msdobkin@cox.net
Balance of Terrier Group (American
Staffordshire Terriers, Australian Terri-
ers, Cesky Terriers, Smooth Fox Terriers,
Wire Fox Terriers, Kerry Blue Terriers,
Miniature Schnauzers, Norwich Terriers,
West Highland White Terriers)

Ms. Jane M. Engemann (96727) OK
(580) 248-0578
jtoddot@aol.com
American Hairless Terriers, Bedlington
Terriers, Bull Terriers, Cesky Terriers,
Rat Terriers, Maltese

Mr. Edward A. Fojtik (104757) IL
(847) 254-6166
efojtik@aol.com
Balance of Working Group (Anatolian
Shepherd Dogs, Chinooks, Dogo Ar-
gentinos, Komondorok, Leonbergers),
Brittanys, Vizslas

Mrs. Dawn L. Gabig (103897) NC
(660) 342-6555
dawngabig@gmail.com
Balance of Working Group (Doberman
Pinschers, German Pinschers, Komon-
dorok, Rottweilers), Berger Picards, Old
English Sheepdogs, Pumik, Shetland
Sheepdogs

Ms. Krista Hansen (95865) NY
(585) 457-7106
camlochcollies@aol.com
Ibizan Hounds, Otterhounds, Petits Bas-
sets Griffons Vendeens, Pharaoh
Hounds, Portuguese Podengo Pequenos,
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Leonbergers

Mr. George E. Marquis (5789) FL
(603) 770-9830
cheins@prodigy.net
Miniature Schnauzers, Boston Terriers,
Chow Chows, Dalmatians, French Bull-
dogs

Mrs. Mary B. Napper (62737) TX
(817) 458-1442
mbnapper@gmail.com
Lagotti Romagnoli, Pointers, Chesa-
peake Bay Retrievers, English Setters,
Irish Water Spaniels, Wirehaired Point-
ing Griffons, Wirehaired Vizslas

Mrs. Diane K. Ondo (95991) PA
(610) 970-9122
melcairn@verizon.net
Balance of Terrier Group (Smooth Fox
Terriers)

Mr. David J. Peat (6909) AZ
(480) 473-4776
davepeat@cox.net
Balance of Working Group (Boerboels,
Chinooks), Curly-Coated Retrievers, Flat
Coated Retrievers, Golden Retrievers,
Labrador Retrievers, English Setters,
Irish Setters, Irish Red and White Set-

ters, English Cocker Spaniels, English
Springer Spaniels, Sussex Spaniels

Mr. Cameron Riegel (105311) NM
(505) 362-8781
cameron@cameronriegel.com
German Pinschers, Biewer Terriers, Cav-
alier King Charles Spaniels, Chihuahuas,
Chinese Cresteds, Havanese, Maltese,
Manchester Terriers, Papillons, Shih
Tzu, Silky Terriers

Sheree Sanchez (97389) CO
(719) 313-1755
outlawaussies@hotmail.com
Australian Cattle Dogs, Belgian
Laekenois, German Shepherd Dogs,
Shetland Sheepdogs

Fr. Bryan Timby (19136) TN
(901) 487-2909
btimby0928@aol.com
Papillons

Ms. Lisa Toth (94231) MO
(816) 588-5424
sibeshowr@hotmail.com
Alaskan Malamutes

Mrs. Beverly Vics (5534) FL
(863) 439-6990
beverly5534@yahoo.com
Manchester Terriers, American Eskimo
Dogs, Boston Terriers, Chow Chows,
French Bulldogs, Tibetan Terriers

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGES
Ms. Janene Borini (107692) CO
(719) 651-0855
peakviewgrtdanes@gmail.com
JS-Limited

Ms. Jessica Breinholt (104755) AK
(907) 414-0941
jess.breinholt@gmail.com
JS

Mr. Adam Peterson (110670) NC
(763) 458-0756
harewoodkennel@yahoo.com
JS

Mrs. Madeline Peterson (110669) NC
(757) 503-4543
harewoodkennel@yahoo.com
JS

Mrs. Keiko Shimizu (101335) CA
(949) 537-6217
keiko.featherquest@gmail.com
JS

BEST IN SHOW
The following persons, having success-

fully  completed the required Group As-
signments in the first Variety Group for
which they were approved, have been
added to the list of  judges eligible for ap-
proval to judge Best In Show.
Mrs. Sioux Forsyth-Green (100789) NC
(910) 603-7655
siouxf93@gmail.com
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be allowed in the ring. Clubs should not
schedule fun matches to conflict with sanc-
tioned or licensed events of the same sport
as defined by the mileage restriction that
applies for that sport. AKC may take action
against a club should this occur.

Virtual Scent Work Test – Make Permanent
The Board VOTED to make the Virtual
Scent Work Test, permanently available. It
was a pilot program. 

The AKC Virtual Scent Work Test (VSWT)
aims to offer both dogs and owners a way
to engage in an activity that utilizes a dog’s
natural ability to detect search items
through self-reward and from the conven-
ience of a home environment. This test
serves as an introduction and preparatory
stage for a dog/handler team wishing to
start detection work.

VSWT has proven to be a successful addi-
tion to the Scent Work program. It has
provided exactly what it was designed for,
serving as an introduction to Scent Work
and allowing owners to take part in a fun
activity they can do from home. In looking
at the participation level of this program,
120 unique breeds plus Canine Partners
have earned VSWT titles. The program
has experienced participation from all 50
states plus Canada, the U.K., and Australia.

Of the dogs that have earned a VSWT title,
10% were from dogs that have not previ-
ously earned an AKC sports title (exclud-
ing a CGC title).

This is a change to the Scent Work Regula-
tions and will become effective August 1,
2022.

Clarification on Run-Offs for Best of Breed in
Lure Coursing
The Board VOTED to provide further clar-
ification in the Regulations for Lure Cours-
ing Test and Trials to specify when there are
multiple stake winners, they must all ad-
vance and be randomly drawn into the
Best of Breed run rather than be run off
against each other first to determine
which one dog would be the overall stake
winner and advance to the Best of Breed
run. This clarification will prevent misin-
terpretation leading to dogs having the
undue burden of running an additional
time. Effective August 1, 2022.

Chapter VIII. RUNNING THE MEET,
TRIAL AND TEST PROGRAMS
Section 6. All Stakes
9. If Best of Breed cannot be determined
initially with one run, or there is more
than one winner of the same stake for any
of the three stakes (Open, Specials, Vet-
eran) likely due to splits where there are

higher entries, any and all winners of each
stake will be randomly drawn into the Best
of Breed run. The highest scoring hound
will be awarded Best of Breed for that
breed. High score will also be used to de-
termine the 1st placing hound for any
stake in which there was more than
one stake winner prior to the Best of
Breed draw. In no case will any winners of
the same stake be run against each other
in a runoff prior to the Best of Breed draw
for the purposes of determining the top
dog (overall winner) of the Open, Specials
or Veteran stakes.

Foundation Stock Service Guidelines Revision
The Board VOTED to approve the Staff
recommended revisions to the AKC Foun-
dation Stock Service (FSS) Guidelines for
recognition of a new breed to include: 

1) A breed to have been recognized by a
foreign registry for a minimum of 40 years
of three
generation dogs of the breed. 

2) The AKC Parent Club(s) approve the
acceptance of the breed if there is an asso-
ciation with a currently recognized AKC
Breed. 

3) The name of the breed may not include
the name of a currently recognized AKC

Breed, if the breed has been under devel-
opment since the year 2000, 

4) While in the Miscellaneous Class, a min-
imum of 20 litters within a current 5-year
period, must be registered to be eligible to
request full recognition.

NEW BUSINESS

Delegate Subcommittee on Group Realignment
The Board unanimously elected Rita Bid-
dle to the Committee to serve as the AKC
Board representative. 

It was VOTED to adjourn Tuesday, July 12,
2022, at 12:40 p.m. Eastern Time.
Adjourned
Attest: _______________________________
Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary
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