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Dennis B. Sprung
President and CEO

t

“Queen,” Loof  
carousel piece, 1890, 
AKC Museum of the 
Dog

he pandemic and its corresponding 
interferences have made us learn 
and adjust to new ways of navi-
gating how to safely conduct our 

sports. As we see a slow and cautious 
return to our sports, we have observed 
several successful show clusters that 
have implemented safety measures to 
positive results. We are very encour-
aged and 

hopeful that other events will be able to con-
tinue soon.

This edition of the AKC GAZETTE is a wel-
comed departure from the current state of 
the pandemic. Our GAZETTE staff carefully 
curated features on canine art, its impact, and 

its place in our sport that 
are not only entertain-
ing, but a testament 
to the precious collec-

tions that have been 
preserved by AKC and 

the AKC Museum of the 
Dog.
The AKC collection is one 

of the largest purebred-dog 
art collections in the world. 
Consisting of several hundred 
pieces, including paintings, 
sculptures, and prints, the 
artwork features primarily 
19th and 20th century 
European and American 
artists.

We are also very proud 

to support the AKC Museum of the Dog in 
New York City with thousands of timeless 
and rare pieces that not only demonstrate 
the history of purebred dogs, but also their 
contributions to our world. The mission of 
the Museum is to “preserve, interpret, and 
celebrate the role of dogs in society and edu-
cates the public about the human-canine bond 
through its collection of art and exhibits that 
inspire engagement with dogs.” 

Both the AKC and MOD collections high-
light the incredible work of artists like Maud 
Earl, Arthur Wardle, George Earl, Edmund 
Henry Osthaus, and many more. These 
paintings showcase the form and function 
of our cherished breeds, their roles in our 
lives and their history of participation in dog 
sports. The collections also include beautiful 
breed-specific sculptures and figurines that are 
unique and increasingly rare. Newer, more 
modern pieces including Christine Merrill’s 
“Millie on the South Lawn” and Alfredo 
Garcia Aguilar’s “The Bravos” demonstrate 
colorful love for dog art and new ways of 
memorializing our dogs.

We trust this art and the stories that accom-
pany it inspire you, engage you, and remind 
you of the unique history of the dogs and 
sports that we know and love.

Be well,

Dennis

Canine Inspiration

https://museumofthedog.org
https://museumofthedog.org
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MASTHEAD
The Dog in the Picture

P
ierre-Auguste Renoir’s “Luncheon 

of the Boating Party” was widely 

praised when first exhibited in 1881, 

and after 139 years it remains one of French 

Impressionism’s most loved pictures. The 

scene is the Maison Fournaise, a café on the 

Seine crowded with Renoir’s friends and other 

Parisian hipsters. 

“Boating Party” teems with sensuality. Young 

people are sipping wine, they flirt and whis-

per, they trade glances: a whiff of l’amour is in 

the air. But one woman, in the lower left cor-

ner, is set apart from the mating dance. This 

is Renoir’s girlfriend and future wife, Aline 

Charigot, doting on a little dog.

Long before Renoir’s time, the dog as a sym-

bol of fidelity was a common motif in art. The 

affair between Aline and Auguste began in 

passion, but by the time of “Boating Party” it 

had evolved into something deeper, and exclu-

sive. Renoir signals this by giving Aline a dog 

instead of a suitor. Aline modeled for Auguste 

many times in the following decades—often 

with a dog in the picture. 

In 1910’s “Madame Renoir with Bob,” we 

see Aline, now the contentedly plump wife of 

a celebrated husband. She sits with a puppy. 

Aline was now caregiver to the aged Auguste, 

20 years her senior, whose rheumatoid ar-

thritis made painting a painful ordeal. It was 

said that she would strap the brushes to Au-

guste’s gnarled fingers. In this late-life portrait 

of Aline, with fidelity itself dozing in her lap, 

Renoir pays final homage to a faithful wife. 

In assembling this issue’s “Canine Muse” 

portfolio we discovered that the human-canine 

partnership, an intimate bond forged in early 

antiquity, allows dogs to evoke any aspect of 

humanity—fidelity, yes, but also wealth, nobil-

ity, nationality, comedy or tragedy, courage or 

cowardice, and even malevolence. When we 

look at the dog in the picture, we are looking at 

ourselves.

“Madame Renoir with Bob” (1910)

On Our Cover: 

“Portrait of a 

Girl with Her 

Dog by the Sea,” 

by Adolf Pirsch 

(1858–1929)      
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“Luncheon of the Boating Party” (1881)

mailto:vxr%40akc.org%20?subject=
mailto:bill%40jlfarmakis.com?subject=
mailto:gazette%40akcg?subject=
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLIPS

MEET 2020 AKC VETERINARY SCHOLARS
The AKC has announced that 15 veterinary students have received 2020 AKC Veterinary 

Outreach Scholarships. The scholarships support individuals with a background of participation in 
AKC events and programs, and who seek to promote animal health and medicine. A total of $35,000 
in scholarship money was awarded.

“These students have demonstrated their dedication to the world of purebred dogs and the health 
and well-being of animals,” AKC Vice President Mari-Beth O’Neill says. “They have worked hard to 
balance their demanding school schedules with participation in AKC events. We would like to con-
gratulate them and we look forward to seeing their impact on the future of veterinary medicine.”

Recipient Hanna Loonsk (University of Pennsylvania) wrote the feature “Vet School, Quarantine 
Style” in our May issue. 

AKC Veterinary Outreach Scholarship Recipients 
Adrienne Barber (Tufts University),  Julia O’Rourke (Purdue University), Kaitlyn Dreese 

(University of Pennsylvania), Brandy 
Lawrence (Oklahoma State University), 
Courtney Wicker (North Carolina 
State University), Melonie Zuercher 
(University of Florida), Kincade 
Audette (Washington State University), 
Jamie Libow (Auburn University), 
Hannah Loonsk (University of 
Pennsylvania), Julia Zuercher 
(Virginia-Maryland Regional College), 
Emily Eppler (Kansas State), Allison 
Frappier (University of Missouri), 
Madalyn Moon-Sexton (Michigan 
State University), Aimee Sink (North 
Carolina State), and Taylor Vinge 
(Lincoln Memorial University).

BEST PRACTICES: THE LEARNING CLUSTER
guthrie, oklahoma– Ymj ăwxy fqq2gwjji itl xmt|x ns ymj 

United States since the onset of the COVID pandemic were 
held by the Bartlesville Kennel Club, Claremore Kennel Club 
of Oklahoma, and Mid-Del Tinker Kennel Club at the Lazy E 
Arena in Guthrie, June 27 to 30. Appropriately, the weekend 
was called the Learning Cluster. Many of the AKC’s “Best 
Practices” were applied. It was indeed a learning experience as 
exhibitors had to rethink their traditional activities.    

 With a focus on meeting facility, local and state regulations 
fsi fuuq~nsl j{jsy xujhnăh gjxy uwfhynhjx1 xzhhjxxkzq xmt|x hfs 
be held with high priority given to safety. The rules must be 
clearly explained in the premium and through signage at the 
event. Judges, exhibitors, and organizers must be aware of the 
expectations and not deviate. Working together to enhance the 
safety for all resulted in an enjoyable event.

(Continue reading)

At its July meeting, the AKC Board 
of Directors approved the waiver of 
the “two-judge” requirement to earn 
titles in agility, obedience, and rally 
for the remainder 2020.  This change 
provides exhibitors more opportuni-
ties to earn their titles during this time 
where events are scarcer and in which 
judges are unable to easily travel 
across the country. These changes are 
retroactive to July 1.

For a rundown of companion titles 
included in the waiver, click here.

COMPANION EVENTS WAIVES 
“TWO-JUDGE” RULE

Julia O’Rourke, Purdue University, is among the 15 AKC 
veterinary scholarship recipients.

http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/035da2ac#/035da2ac/11
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/035da2ac#/035da2ac/11
https://www.onofrio.com/jodstwo/clubs/allbreedclubs/bart.html
http://claremorekennelclub.com/
http://claremorekennelclub.com/
https://middeltinkerkc.com
https://link.akc.org/view/5b8e7b622ddf9c2195fa6617cemkm.8/36cce078
https://www.akc.org/sports/obedience/news-updates/
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A Demon in the shape of a 
black dog quits the temple 
of the Yemenites, illuminated 

manuscript, Iraq, 10th century

This page is from the 

Tarikhnama, a chronicle of 

Persia’s prophets and kings 

translated from Arabic into 

Persian by the historian Bal’ami. 

The episode depicted is a varia-

tion on a myth that recurs in cul-

tures all around the world, from 

the British countryside to the 

caliphates of the East: the black 

dog as a symbol of evil, or even 

the very devil incarnate. The 

4,000-word entry covering dogs 

in The Penguin Dictionary of 

Symbols begins, “There cannot 

be a mythology which does not 

associate with a dog.” That dogs 

serve as symbols of both good 

and evil in world mythology  

indicates just how fully the  

species has captured the  

popular imagination.

Standing Dog, ceramic, 200 B.C.–A.D. 500, Mexico

Figures of small, hairless, fat dogs are found in tombs of the 

Colima people of northwestern Mexico. Some pre-Columbian 

peoples believed dogs guarded the souls of the dead as they trav-

eled through the underworld. Dogs, like this one, were probably 

placed in Colima tombs to  

accompany and guard the soul  

in the afterlife.
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“Poker Sympathy,” Cassius Coolidge, print, 1903, United States 

The fanciful notion of dogs talking and engaging in human behaviors was in play long before 

Coolidge’s famous (if you’re a dog lover) and infamous (if you’re an art lover) “Dogs Playing Poker” 

came along—consider the fables set down by Aesop circa 600 B.C. In a way, a Bulldog pulling a 

straight flush is merely the logical, if somewhat cheesy, extension of the half-dog and half-human 

deities worshipped at the dawn of civilization.

“Sara with Her Dog in an Armchair,” 
Mary Cassatt, oil on canvas, 1901, United 

States/France 

“My friendship with Mitzi was like the 

friendship that many children have with their 

pets. My mother and father thought it was 

‘good for me’ to have a dog for a compan-

ion. Well it was good for me, but it was only 

many years after she died that I began to 

understand how good it was, and why.”—

Fred Rogers

“Adirondack Woods, Guide 
and Dog,” Winslow Homer, 

watercolor on paper, 1889, United 

States

Dogs are the most outdoorsy of 

pets. They make ideal companions 

for any number of outdoor activi-

ties: shooting, swimming, running, 

hiking, biking, boating, camping, 

competing in the wide world of 

dog sports, or just thinking during 

a long ramble through the woods. 

Try doing that with a budgie.
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“Millie on the South Lawn,” Christine Merrill, oil on canvas, 1990, United States

In antiquity, the haughty hounds of kings were among the trappings meant to 

dazzle commoners with royal might and majesty. In our more democratic times, 

dogs are used to achieve the opposite effect: convincing voters that powerful polit-

icos are just plain folks at heart. This portrait of President and Mrs. George H.W. 

Bush’s English Springer Spaniel says, “Sure, we live in a 132-room mansion—but 

our dog likes to loll around on the front lawn, just like yours.” 

“The Bravos,” Alfredo Garcia Aguilar, mixed media, 1996, Mexico

The classic head of the Smooth Fox Terrier is here reduced to its essential 

geometric planes against a vivid backdrop suggestive of Mexican folk art. 

Created on the verge of the 21st century, “The Bravos” attempts to recon-

cile primitivism and modernism—the same challenge that intrigued Picasso 

and his followers of the previous hundred years. Where trends in modern art 

will take us next, no one can tell. But we will venture to guess that no mat-

ter what art might look like a century from now, artists will continue to draw 

inspiration from the canine muse.
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Fear not. In preparing this special art issue we didn’t 
forget those fabulous show dogs. How could we? Our 
offices are lined with depictions of the sport’s champi-

ons of times past painted and sculpted by prominent artists. 
To longtime AKC staffers, they are old familiar friends. Here 
are a few of our favorites. 

Gallery of  
Champions

Chow Chow  
Ch. Windholme’s 
Wan Lung  
(Gustav Muss- 
Arnolt, c. 1910)

Clumber Spaniel Ch. Royaline 
White Foam (Edwin Megargee, 
1944) 

Smooth Fox Terrier 
Ch. Sabine  
Result (William 
Mackarness, 1915)







mailto:%20Arliss.Paddock%40akc.org?subject=
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and distribution, some puppies even develop 
hair on their faces, over their backs, and on 
their tails, falling into a complete masquerade. 
With added coat colorations, we sometimes 
have a complete clown. 

This goes on for a while (and for the care-
taker, seemingly forever), and then between 1 
year to a year and a half of age (this varies as 
well), we become hopeful as we notice a very 
gradual change. The soft hair on the back 
seems to come out easier as it is replaced by 
a short, harder hair-strand. The “monkey 
whiskers” on the face start thinning out. As 
the body hair lengthens, we notice the hair 
take on a silkier quality. Who would have ever 
thought?

The coat pattern of the adult Afghan Hound 
is not trimmed in. It is actually a display of the 
two different hair types that cover these dogs. 
The Afghan Hound is a hunting dog, and 
this should always be held in mind. Blatant 
trimming of the hair, especially to shorten the 
hair on the neck or back, is a travesty of the 
Afghan Hound’s essence. 

There is no question that when this coat 
is regularly washed and blown-dry and kept 
mat-free, this cultivation over a period of time 
will create a look of “pretty perfect.” Even so, 
the coat may disguise the actual structure of 
the dog. The standard actually claims that the 
profuse trousering on the back legs visually 

creates an exaggeration of the bend in stifle.
As for any breed of dog that is covered in 

hair, inclusion of manual examination in the 
assessment is of utmost importance. The judge 
must remember what he or she has felt when 
going on with the evaluation of the dog. When 
watching the breed gait, it takes experience and 
a trained eye to get past the distractions of hair 
and colors flying to see the legs and how they 
move. If there is any question, the judge should 
always go back to the hands-on portion. 

It is up to the judges to let these dogs “wear 
their coats well.” 

—Harry Bennett
Afghan Hound Club of America  

Basenjis

The following is an excerpt from an origi-
nal essay.

KONA OUT
Setting: Our new house on the shore. Railroad tracks 

separate the house from the beach. We had yet to install 
the hot wire on the new fence.

“Kona!”
I can’t slow down, because I’m terrified that 

the few seconds wasted catching my breath 
will mean Kona’s life. My feet need to land on 
the railroad ties; I have to look down to avoid 

stumbling. The sweat trickles down my scalp. 
“Kona!” I notice two boaters close to shore. 

They’re waving their arms at me. The woman 
yells, “He went that way!” and points south 
down the tracks. It reminds me of the chase 
scenes in the old cowboy movies I’ve been 
watching with Mom.

“Kona!” I have a history of being “shushed” 
because my voice carries. Still, that I can yell 
so loudly and repeatedly impresses me. I’ll 
have a sore throat tomorrow.

“Kona!” I haven’t seen him yet; if he’s still 
on the tracks, he’s too far away. But maybe 
there’s a flash of white and red in the dis-
tance? He appears to keep running past the 
boat storage facility. Some people are crossing 
the tracks there with a kayak or canoe, and I 
shout about the dog, but they don’t 
hear me. Then I don’t see what I 
thought was Kona anymore, and the 
people are gone. 

“Kona!” I’m looking down, and 
a dead dog lies on the sharp gravel 
between the two sets of railroad 
tracks. At first I see shiny black hair 
and don’t comprehend. Then the 
white canine teeth make it clear. The 
face has deteriorated, so the teeth are 
brilliantly exposed. A toothy grimace. 
I’m past the dog as the image sinks in. 
I keep running, but now I’ve passed 

what seems like a foreshadow, a premonition.
“Kona!” 
I make it to the boat storage facility, 

three-quarters of a mile from our house. A 
small parking lot faces the tracks—nothing but 
cars. I keep running to the sharp bend in the 
tracks and look around the corner. “Kona!” 
Nothing. I do a 180. “Kona!” A collar jingles? 
Am I imagining it? I look around the corner 
again. “Kona!” Nothing.

I run back toward the parking lot and 
change my voice: “Kona pup?” Maybe I 
sounded as terrified as I am and scared him. 
So now it’s a question mark instead of a 
demand: “Kona? Are you there?” He comes 
slinking out from under a car in the parking 
lot, and my eyes start watering, but I’m not 

Basenji and Frog  
Damara Bolté, 1970

https://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org
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many cases first written hundreds of years ago. 
We work to produce healthy, well-adjusted 
puppies because these puppies become the 
foundation for our next generation. Though 
most of our puppies are sold as companions 
only, they carry the same genetics as our show 
dogs. Dog shows are not beauty pageants; 
they are tests of breeding stock judged by 
knowledgeable people who study breed stan-
dards and understand each breed’s function.

Pressures on hobby breeders are enormous. 
Producers of mixed-breeds and “designer 
breeds” don’t fund research to identify and 
cure canine diseases; hobby breeders do. 
Hobby breeders breed not for monetary gain 
but for the love of dogs in general, and their 
specific breed in particular.

If current trends continue, in the future 
there may be no reason to ask what the dif-
ference is between a purebred and rescue, 
there may be only “rescues”—dogs produced 
by large-scale commercial breeders and then 
dumped into the rescue/shelter system. 

Predictability, health, history, an experi-
enced and knowledgeable support system, 
and a lifetime return policy are all available 
only through hobby breeders. That should be 
enough to get everyone started on their own 
elevator speech to explain why purebred mat-
ters. —Jacquelyn Fogel, 2012

Basset Hound Club of America   

Beagles
SCENTING AND VOICE

The Beagle is a scenthound. The little 
hound follows his prey by the foot-

scent left behind on the ground and/
or the body-scent left hanging in the air. 
Accompanying the chase is the expected 
melodic voice praised by thousands of 
owners. The voice may be a “chop,” 
with the nose held close to the ground 
while tracking, or it may be a drawn-out 
“bawl,” with the head held high in the air 
during the chase. The chop voice prob-
ably allows for more accuracy; however, 
the bawl is generally considered more 
heartwarming. 

The quarry is almost always the cotton-
tail rabbit and the hare.

The topic of scent is difficult for humans 
to describe or understand. Charles 
Needham of Kaneville, Illinois, witnessed 
the work of one of the best field-trial 
Beagles ever. Needham observed Pete 
Peterson’s Uncle Sam at a field trial and 
thereby described body scent as simply and 
as well as could ever be accomplished. The 
Needham story follows:

“I remember Uncle Sam leading a pack on 
a rabbit that came directly toward me in the 
woods where I was standing by a tree. The 
rabbit saw me and cut off at a sharp right 

angle. I stood still, and along came Uncle 
Sam, with several other good hounds. Sam 
was four to five feet to one side of the trail car-
rying that scent, never putting his nose to the 
ground. When he reached the turn he never 
stopped or lowered his nose but made the turn 
just exactly as the rabbit had. 

“That impressed me and converted me to 

beagling for all time, but I have never had the 
time I would like for them.

“Uncle Sam’s voice was really something to 
hear. I never heard its equal—[its] musical, 
bell-like tone sent a thrill up and down your 
body. Afterward, you just hoped sometime to 
hear its equal.” —Charles Kitchell, Ph.D., 2012

National Beagle Club of America  

Beagle Ch. Windholme’s 
Robino III, 1905  
Gustav Muss-Arnolt

http://www.basset-bhca.com
https://www.nationalbeagleclub.org/
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mutations that resulted in highly efficient oxy-
gen use (helpful in a low-oxygen environment) 
and an ability to deal with low temperatures 
that set them apart from other domestic dogs, 
and even wolves. These genetic characteris-
tics explained why previous research on how 
sled dogs perform better than other breeds at 
running long distances came to the puzzling 
conclusion that body shape and the mechan-
ics of running did not explain the differences. 
Sled dogs are better at running long distances 
because of changes in their genetic makeup 
that affect metabolism. These are changes we 
can’t see.

But what does this have to do with 
Dachshunds? In the world of purebred dogs 
we try to link appearance and performance 
because that is all we have to go by—that’s 
what we can see. In Dachshunds, we think 
“long and low” because they were bred to go 
to ground, and dive into holes after badger, 
fox, and hare. (In the U.S. we hunt wood-
chucks/groundhogs, fox, and cottontail rab-
bits, with jackrabbits or hare common game 
in the West.) But the exterior, the distinctive 
Dachshund silhouette, is merely the physical 
“wrapper” for the dog within, the dog who 
has gameness and grit, and “hunting spirit, 
good nose and a loud tongue,” as described 
in the breed’s AKC standard. This combi-
nation results in a dog who, as our standard 

describes, is “courageous to the point of 
rashness.” Without a desire to go after furred 
quarry, an intangible characteristic that is not 
dependent on ear set or coat color or level 
topline, a Dachshund is not completely a 
Dachshund. 

Like the ancient sled-dog breeders of the 
Pleistocene, the unknown-to-us developers of 
the Dachshund without the benefit of modern 
science produced a breed that not only looks 
identifiable from the outside, but also behaves 
in a uniform way. 

All of which brought to my mind Minnie, a 
red smooth female Dachsie of undocumented 
parentage who weighs about 14 pounds—a 
“tweenie,” in other words, in between min-
iature and standard size. Adopted from a 
rescue group a few years ago, she lives in an 
agricultural setting and has found her niche 
in ridding chicken coops of rats and hassling 
the woodchucks who live in the hayfields. 
Recently introduced to AKC earthdog tri-
als, she had already earned her JE (Junior 
Earthdog) and is well on her way to Senior 
Earthdog, having chomped through a one-
inch pine dowel in practice. A Dachsie from 
even the most unremarkable parentage still 
looks and acts like a Dachsie. It’s in the DNA.

—Trudy Kawami,
salixbrooklyn@aol.com
Dachshund Club of America  

English Foxhounds
LIVING WITH AN ENGLISH FOXHOUND

When I am out with my English 
Foxhounds I am often asked, “What 

kind of dog is that?”—and then the second 
most-asked question is, “Would they make a 
good housedog or family pet?” 

This second question can receive a variety 
of replies, ranging between yes and no, from 
the people who have shared their homes with 
English Foxhounds. Beyond the obvious eval-
uation of people’s lifestyles and the character-
istics of those interested in adding an English 
Foxhound to their family, let’s talk about the 

English Foxhounds  
Unkennelling the Royal Hounds on Ascot Heath, 
Henry Bernard Chalon (1770–1849)  
Royal Collection
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these qualities and preserve this bit of history 
for the ages.

There has always been a respective range of 
type within these parameters, but the Ibizan 
Hound is a unique and functional breed and 
must remain so. —Nan Kilgore Little, 2012

Ibizan Hound Club of the United States  

Otterhounds
WHO IS A BREEDER?

To animal-rights folk, breeders are villains 
who callously produce puppies for profit 

and overpopulate our shelters. To some gov-
ernmental agencies, they are a concern and 
need to be regulated and licensed. Breeders 
see themselves as heroes preserving a breed 
and producing healthy youngsters that serve 
and delight their families for 10–15 years. 
Today the word “breeder” has many connota-
tions, but a purebred dog breeder is far more 
than a puppy producer. 

1. Breeders have a goal, a vision of the perfect dog of 
their breed, and never lose sight of that vision as they 
select dams and sires who will bring them ever closer 
to achieving it. That vision includes not only a 
dog’s conformation but also a breed’s function 
and temperament. Breeders understand the 
breed standard and how it relates to the origi-
nal function of their breed. Can that dog hunt, 
herd, or haul a cart? 

2. “A goal without a plan is just a wish.”—Antoine 
de Saint-Exupéry

Breeders prepare to achieve their vision by 
assessing their own dogs critically and breed-
ing only the ones that offer the physique and 
temperament as close to the breed standard 
as possible. Will choosing the popular sire or 
top show winner or trying to get longer ears 

really help them achieve their goal? Are they 
are willing to live without breeding those dogs 
that may introduce health or temperament 
problems? 

3. Breeders make sure every health test recommended 
for their breed has been done and the results are good 

 They also know 
the health of generations of ancestors of the 

dogs they wish to mate. Despite all the prog-
ress on the canine genome, not every health 
problem can be foreseen or indicated with a 
simple test. Here the breeder’s knowledge of 
the health as well as the look of the ancestors 
plays an invaluable role.

4. Breeders not only know ancestors in depth, they 
have breadth of knowledge of the current dogs. They 
apply the same tough criteria to the stud 
dogs as they do to their bitches. Choosing an 
appropriate stud dog means the breeder has 
seen a wide variety of males in the breed from 
all over the country. Therefore, AKC breed-
ers go to their national and regional specialties 
and study the dogs and their offspring and 
parents. What better place than a specialty 
to see the puppy youngsters, as well as their 
veteran grandparents, in different lines? These 
events offer an opportunity to go over dogs 
and talk to their owners and other breeders. 
Breeding to the dog in the next town or state 
may be the best choice, but breeders only 
make that choice after studying dogs through-
out the country and sometimes abroad. 

5. Breeders are wedded to the puppies from the begin-
ning of labor until the last one leaves for its forever 
home. They must assess each litter as it matures 
to see where they succeeded and where they 
failed. Nothing reveals the pluses and minuses 
of sire and dam like the puppies they create. 
They watch not only for problems but notice 

Otterhound, 
Percy Earl (1874–1947)

https://ihcus.org/
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Epilepsy—Thankfully, the PBGV is not a 
breed that is at high risk for seizures, but there 
are affected dogs in our midst. Experiencing 
seizures is heartbreaking for both the dog 
and owner. Sadly, up to one-third of dogs 
receiving standard therapy still have uncon-
trolled seizures. Additionally, the side effects 
of antiepileptic drugs are often unaccept-
able. Therefore, the PBGV Health & Rescue 
Foundation is always eager to support studies 
on idiopathic epilepsy.

Four CHF-funded investigators are search-
ing for ways to identify susceptible dogs 
or treat dogs that are resistant to standard 
anti-epileptic drugs. Dr. Gary Johnson (Grant 
02257) has carried out genomic analysis of 
epileptic and non-epileptic dogs. Idiopathic 
epilepsy is genetically complex, but Dr. 
Johnson’s lab has had tremendous success 
identifying causative genes in other genetic 
diseases. Here, his work has pinpointed sev-
eral potential risk factors for development of 
seizures, which still must be validated in fur-
ther studies. We hope that someday genetic 
tools will help breeders to select mates that 
will reduce the risk of seizures in our breed.

The need for antiepileptic treatments that 
are efficacious with minimal side effects is 
being addressed by two investigators. Dr. 
Stephanie McGrath (Grant 02323) is inves-

tigating cannabidiol (CBD), a prominent 
non-psychotropic component of the Cannabis 
sativa plant, that has been shown to have 
anticonvulsant properties. Reports that CBD 
offers promise as a treatment for canine epi-
lepsy are mostly anecdotal; thus, controlled 
clinical trials are needed to prove its effec-
tiveness. Dr. McGrath is conducting a ran-
domized, double-blinded, placebo-controlled, 
crossover clinical trial for dogs with uncon-
trolled epilepsy. Meanwhile, Dr. Holger Volk 
(Grant 02252) is investigating whether a keto-
genic medium-chain triglyceride supplement 
will reduce seizure frequency and improve 
behavior, cognition, and stress levels of the 
affected dog. The early results with CBD and 
medium-chain triglycerides are promising.

Finally, Dr. Karen Muñana (Grant 02561) 
focuses on the finding that epilepsy in humans 
is often associated with inflammatory gas-
trointestinal disease. In her study, she aims 
to determine whether dogs with idiopathic 
epilepsy have alterations in the gut micro-
bial population, leading to inflammation that 
worsens seizure development. If an association 
between gut microbes and development of 
epilepsy is shown, this might guide develop-
ment of more effective therapies.

Arthritis—Osteoarthritis becomes a problem 
for many senior PBGVs (as well as senior dog 
owners!). It occurs when the joint cartilage 

that normally serves as a cushion between the 
bones is lost. This results in mechanical stress 
and joint degeneration, leading to pain and 
inflammation. Dr. Li Zeng (Grant 02610-A) 
has found that the hormone motilin has an 
anti-inflammatory activity on damaged joints 
in a mouse model of osteoarthritis. In her cur-
rent study, she will determine whether motilin 
has a similar beneficial effect in the canine 
joint. The results of this study may benefit 
both senior dogs and people.

Cancer—PBGVs are not at high risk for any 
particular cancer, but it does occur sporadi-
cally. At this time, we are funding four inves-
tigators who aim to develop new treatment 
approaches.

Hemangiosarcoma is an almost uniformly 
fatal cancer. The tumors often grow quickly 
and spread rapidly, with half of all dogs 
dying within six months of diagnosis, even 
with treatment. Dr. Erin Dickerson (Grant 
02534) has found that hemangiosarcoma cells 
appear to rely on the metabolism of lipids 
to supply some of the energy and essential 
building blocks needed for tumor growth. The 
Dickerson lab also found that propranolol, a 
common drug used to treat heart disease in 
both dogs and people, limits the uptake of lip-
ids into tumor cells and blocks the cell’s ability 
to process these compounds. Will propranolol 
help canine hemangiosarcoma patients? In 

her current study, Dr. Dickerson has launched 
a multi-institutional clinical trial to deter-
mine the efficacy or propranolol in dogs with 
hemangiosarcoma when used in combination 
with surgery and standard chemotherapy 
(doxorubicin). If successful, this therapeutic 
approach could be rapidly brought to clinic.

Dr. Susan Volk (Grant 02489) is studying 
mammary gland tumors, which are the most 
common malignancies in intact female dogs. 
Genetic changes within the tumor cells them-
selves dictate how they grow and spread. 
There is strong evidence, however, that the 
surrounding non-tumor cells and extracellu-
lar matrix (that is, the neighborhood around 
the tumor) also regulate the growth of this 
cancer. Investigators have identified a specific 
collection of neighboring cells that can predict 
whether a tumor will be aggressive or not. In 
this study, they want to determine how the 
neighboring cells alter tumor cell growth and 
develop therapies against the neighbors. These 
results should lead to improved diagnosis and 
treatment of dogs with malignant mammary 
gland tumors.

Lymphoma, particularly the large, B-cell 
subtype, is another common malignancy in 
dogs. Canine lymphoma can be treated, but it 
is rarely cured. Dr. Angela McCleary-Wheeler 
(Grant 02309) is trying to find novel thera-
peutic strategies to improve outcomes in dogs 
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diagnosed with lymphoma. Dr. McCleary-
Wheeler has found that an enzyme called 
EZH2 is important for the growth of canine 
lymphoma cells and that an EZH2 inhibitor, 
tazemetostat, is able to inhibit their survival. 
Her work indicates that tazemetostat would be 
a good candidate for clinical trials in dogs with 
lymphoma. 

Finally, if you Google the terms “canna-
bidiol” and “canine cancer,” you will find 
articles claiming that CBD oil reduces inflam-
mation, manages pain, and kills cancer cells. 
However, there has been a lack of solid evi-
dence to back the claim that CBD kills cancer 
cells. Dr. Joseph Wakshlag (Grant 02643-A) 
has found that CBD kills canine cancer cells 
in culture. The mechanism of this action is 
unknown, and it is possible that CBD might 
alter the cancer cell’s response to chemo-
therapeutic agents. In the current study, Dr. 
Wakshlag will investigate the combination 
of CBD and the common chemotherapeu-
tic drug, doxorubicin. He hopes to develop 
guidelines regarding appropriate doses, timing 
of administration and safety of CBD oil use in 
canine cancer patients.

Tick-borne diseases—As a PBGV owner in 
New England, I am hyper-vigilant about treat-
ing my dog with a tick preventative, perform-
ing tick checks, and testing for the diseases 
prevalent in our area. Most tests assess the 

presence of antibodies against the pathogen, 
which will indicate a recent or past infection. 
However, antibodies take time to reach mea-
surable levels in the blood and this type of 
test may not catch an ongoing infection in a 
dog displaying clinical signs. Thus, diagnos-
tic tests have been developed that detect the 
DNA from the pathogen themselves rather 
than the dog’s immune response to them. Dr. 
Pedro Diniz (Grant 02528) states that the vast 
majority of results from sick dogs are negative 
because the tests are based on the detection 
of previously known DNA sequences of each 
microorganism. They don’t detect novel 
organisms. Therefore, Dr. Diniz is working to 
develop a diagnostic platform for the broad 
detection of both known and potentially novel 
tick-borne bacteria in dog blood. Success of 
this project should lead towards improved 
diagnostic tools.

City Dog Study—Children who live in inner-
city households of low economic means suf-
fer disproportionately from skin and lung 
diseases, including asthma. The City Dog 
Study is evaluating the burden of skin and 
respiratory disease among the dogs who live 
with them. Often the owners of inner city 
dogs do not have the means to take the dogs 
to the veterinarian. Dr. Meghan Davis (Grant 
02241) has a public health study targeting 200 
children with asthma. She is enrolling up to 

100 dogs from those households and following 
their health during home visits. They hope 
to understand what triggers skin and respi-
ratory disease in the dogs. In addition, they 
are studying how the dogs and children share 
bacteria and what role these bacteria play in 
promoting health and disease. Their work will 
have implications for underserved dog popula-
tions and may help veterinarians better target 
care to disadvantaged urban communities.

PBGV Health & Rescue Foundation is 
proud to sponsor these CHF grants. We may 
be a “low registration” breed, but we hope to 
have high impact on the future health of our 
hounds. —L.L.

Thank you, Laura.
—Sue Smyth,
oldyork2002@aol.com
Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Club of 

America 

Salukis
NO PRECEDENT EVER: CANCELING THE 
SALUKI NATIONAL

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, the idea 
of canceling the 2020 Saluki Club of 

America’s national specialty from June 2–6 
was almost inconceivable, and on a par with 
sacrifices citizens had to make during World 
War II. Here is how that momentous decision 

was made.
Beginning on March 6, the Board and the 

national specialty team started absorbing 
large amounts of information, including: rec-
ommendations from the Center for Disease 
Control and World Health Organization; lack 
of lab tests and complete understanding of the 
virus; Purina Event Center’s disease precau-
tions (and later their proactive closures through 
May 9, and likely beyond); the rapid growth of 
COVID-19 cases and fatalities in Missouri and 
that governor’s emergency declarations; cancel-
lations for gatherings of 50 or more persons; the 
U.S. Government ban on entry of non-citizens; 
the U.K. government’s ban on their citizens’ 
travel to the U.S. (our conformation judge was 
coming from England); AKC bulletins; opinions 
of three SCOA nursing professionals recom-
mending against a national during the pan-
demic; and, finally, that several other nationals, 
all-breed shows, and major public events were 
being cancelled. All these factors weighed heav-
ily on our minds for nearly two weeks.

The costs of cancellation for exhibitors and 
our club were also considered, and we agreed 
that a decision to cancel must be made at least 
two weeks before the entries closed on April 29, 
so refunds could be readily obtained and flight, 
RV, and hotel reservations cancelled in good 
time.

Rising to the top of our discussions was 
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working in there to keep him company. He 
would try to lure me into play, even amazingly 
throwing toys or balls right to me, to engage 
me in a game of catch. 

Alex also began sneaking his rawhide outside 
to hide it, knowing I would look for it to bring 
it back. Often I couldn’t find where he’d hid-
den it, so I watched out the window. He went 
up the hill to a little hollow between the roots 
of a large tree, nosed aside some long grass, 
pulled out his rawhide as if to check on it, then 
put it back in the hollow and actually patted 
the grass back over it with his paw! 

There were other toys I wouldn’t let Alex take 
outside, so he developed a “trick” of leaving one 
near the door, coaxing me into opening the door 
for him, then wheeling back to grab the toy and 
rushing out before I could stop him. Of course I 
caught on pretty quickly, but he took such plea-
sure in putting one over on me, I let him con-
tinue to “get away with it.” 

On days when I found it too cold to spend 
as much time in the back of the house as Alex 
wanted, I would leave him knuckle bones to 
keep him busy. One afternoon I heard a bone 
hit the floor, followed by a great deal of barking 
and fussing. I found his bone had gone over the 
dog gate into the kitchen. Innocently, I picked it 
up, handed it back to him, and returned to my 
work. Shortly thereafter I heard the bone hit the 
floor again. After the third time I realized he was 

doing it on purpose to get my attention, having 
created a new game of “catch” for us (much the 
way a baby will push a pacifier off a tray repeat-
edly, watching with interest to see how long the 

adult will “play” by handing it back). 
When I was working in his room, Alex had 

already devised a similar game of knocking a toy 
under the table and barking till I retrieved it for 

him. I guess it wasn’t much of a stretch for him 
to see if the same approach would work to bring 
me to him when I was out of the room. —J.S.

Scottish Deerhound Club of America  

Scottish Deerhounds in an Interior, 
Conradijn Cunaeus (1828–1895)

https://deerhound.org/
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Airedale Terriers
WANTED!

Wanted: New people enthusiastic about Airedales 
and the future of the breed. Looking for 

people who are interested in animal behavior, 
genetics, nutrition, animal husbandry, and 
training. Talents that are useful might include 
artistic ability and love of dogs and of creating 
and sculpting, and good skills in interacting 
with people and especially with the public. 
Must be tenacious and know that this is a 
long-term project. Must want to have fun with 
dogs and enjoy parties!

Some articles seem to discourage people 
from becoming involved in dog breeding 
and exhibiting. Reading these, one would 
think only a superhuman is capable of being 
involved in this sport. That nothing about it is 
fun, and no one is willing to help. This is not 
true, and should not ever be true. Now, more 
than ever, we need enthusiastic new people 
who would consider exhibiting and breeding. 

Every aspect of life benefits from bringing 
in new ideas, challenging the old ways of 
doing things, yet learning and respecting what 
has been done. With new people come new 
visions, and hopefully new families of dogs 
who will give us a breadth and richness of 
diversity in the breed.

What does the dog world have to offer a 
new person? There are so many reasons to get 

involved in a breed that it is hard to list them 
all. For many people the creative element 
gives them satisfaction of studying and putting 
pedigrees together night after night and finally 
finding the right dogs and seeing what it is that 
they produce. For many the creative aspect of 
grooming, conditioning, and presentation are 
rewarding. For others it is the camaraderie 
and social aspect that draws them back to the 

shows and to interacting with fellow breeders 
and exhibitors. Some people are just excited 
about placing puppies with families and the 
lifelong friends that are created. For others 
it is a scientific endeavor that starts a lifelong 
obsession with genetics and biology. There 
will never be a time in dogs that anyone knows 
it all and can become bored; this is probably 
what keeps devotees involved for decades.

Surely there are discouraging times, and 
more often than not, the first attempts at 
showing and breeding are not successful. This 
is hopefully where experienced breeders and 
exhibitors can help the newer fancier survive 
the first bumps in the road. Some people will 
decide it is just too hard, and many breeders 
have tried hard over the years to mentor with-
out much success. 

The time has now come that we have to 
try a little harder. The future of the breed is 
at stake. We must have young new people to 
learn and fall in love with the whole process. 
Without breeders for the future, the breed 
dies. Hopefully new breeders come into this 
with the idea of broadening the breed, of giv-
ing it more families of dogs with more genetic 
variations. Maybe they can find some lines of 
dogs that have been forgotten or mix blood-
lines that have not been mixed—something 
that will ensure our breed has a future with 
lots of possibilities. —Patricia Gregg, 2010

Airedale Terrier Club of America 

 
Australian Terriers
THE BENEFITS OF USING THE 
ELECTRONIC BALLOT FOR CLUB VOTES

Work was done over the last few years 
by members of the Australian Terrier 

Club of America (ATCA) board of directors 

Airedale Terriers Ch. Mistress Royal and Ch. Master 
Royal, Arthur Wardle c.1905

https://airedale.org/
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Leroy’s breeder suggested they had spoiled 
him. Poor Leroy could not stand with his 
head upright. His eyes were always sad. 
Then they read my article and had the lower 
canines ground down. He came home from 
the vet a different dog!

In the process, they had to deal with a lot 
of negative comments from friends. They 
spent a great deal of money and shed many 
tears, but now they are the proud owners of a 
healthy, very happy bully! 

Leroy’s family stayed in touch with us. 
Within a week after the canines were ground 
down, he was relaxed, sleeping curled up 
with their kitty and eating normally. Within 
two weeks, he was off all meds, had normal 
energy, and was enjoying life.

Instanding canines are found in many 
breeds. They can be a very serious problem, 
especially for the dog who is suffering. Check 
your dog’s teeth. Look at the lower canines. 
Are they both clearing the upper gums, or 
are they jabbing into the gums? If your dog 
has instanding canines, he needs veterinary 
attention! —S.W. 

Thank you, Shirley, for this information  
on a topic that is generally not known or 
understood. 

—Carolyn Alexander,
 brigadoonbt@aol.com
Bull Terrier Club of America 

Dandie Dinmont Terriers
WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO MAKE A 
DANDIE? PART TWO: INCREASING THE NUMBERS

In the last Dandie Dinmont column (May 
2020, “What Does It Take to Make a 

Dandie? Part One: Creation”) we talked 
about some of the reasons why the Dandie 
Dinmont Terrier is on the endangered list of 
breeds. Among the most significant concerns 
are the size of litters and fetal resorption. With 
an average of three puppies born in a litter 
in the U.S., the sire and dam are barely able 
to reproduce themselves, much less increase 
the numbers sufficiently to enable the breed 
to grow in numbers. Once the bitch has been 
successfully bred, there is still much to do to 
ensure a live birth of puppies.  

Fetus resorption has been linked to both 
infectious and noninfectious causes. A num-
ber of breeders put their bitches on antibi-
otics routinely before and after breeding for 
a period of time to try to avoid these causes. 
That course of action should be discussed with 
the veterinarian who takes care of the bitch. 
E. coli, herpesvirus, and staph infection can be 
issues, along with internal parasites. Bitches 
should be treated for parasites before they 
are bred. Noninfectious causes can include 
hypothyroidism (which is fairly common in 
Dandies), hormone issues, and environmental 
stress. 

Bull Terrier Ch. 
Gully the Great, 
Frederick Hall 
1894

mailto:brigadoonbt%40aol.com%20?subject=
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to take part in increasing the numbers and 
who are willing to keep their new Dandies 
intact for future breeding. 

—Anita Kay Simpson,
anitaksimpson@gmail.com
Dandie Dinmont Terrier Club of America 

Smooth Fox Terriers
THE VIRTUES OF A SMOOTH FOX 
TERRIER

F or a dog whose good points and bad points are as 
patent as an ad on a show window, choose the 

Smooth Fox Terrier. There is no deception in his body 
build or in his disposition.

For a game he always has some new tricks with 
which to entertain you; for a hale and hearty dog, for 
a friend who is always ready for a new adventure with 
you, choose a Smooth.

No fuss or extra care is necessary for keeping his 
coat in condition, no worry about having room for him 
in the car, no fear that he is not hearty and “hard as 
nails”—that is the Smooth Fox Terrier.

For a lot of courage, for a sunny disposition, for a 
great deal of intelligence, for a never-failing watchdog, 
for an enemy to rats and other vermin, for a whole lot 
of dog in a little bunch—buy a Smooth Fox Terrier.

The above was written in 1984, and I do not 
believe a better description could be made.

What you see is what you get, and if you are 
contemplating getting a Smooth, be prepared. 

They can be tricksters, and as I have always 
said, you need a sense of humor to have one 
(or more) in your home. They are perfect 
for young and old because you will never be 
bored. They love people and kids, and they 
want to be with you constantly, to the point of 
being annoying at times.

As to being watchdogs, they are sure to 

announce that someone or something is here, 
and they are eager for you to please open the 
door so that they can greet them properly.

They are very intelligent, and if you take the 
time and patience, they can reach high levels 
in obedience, rally, agility, and, of course, 
earthdog, which is already in their makeup. 
A Smooth Fox Terrier also has ESP in that 

they seem to automatically know what Let’s go, 
dinner, hungry and walk mean. They know what 
time their meal is served, although they like to 
start reminding you well beforehand.

If you are looking for a lovable pet, they are 
ideal. They are game for whatever you like to 
do, be it hiking, riding, watching TV, or play-
ing with the kids. 

As you can probably see, I am sold on this 
breed!

After you have had one Smooth Fox Terrier, 
you’ll never want to be without. They are 
truly addictive. —Billie Lou Robison, 2010

American Fox Terrier Club 

Glen of Imaal Terriers
2020: YEAR OF THE BREEDER

This time last year, things were pointing to 
2020 being the “year of the breeder.” A 

renewed focus on the importance of breeders 
and ways to feature and support them were 
gaining momentum. At the September 2019 
Delegate meeting, Bill Shelton and Doug 
Johnson gave a thought-provoking presen-
tation with a long title: “AKC Purposefully 
Bred Purebred Dogs and the Preservationist 
Breeders Who Bring Them Into the World: 
Who Are We? Where Are We Headed? How 
Can the AKC Assist in Our Success?” At 
that same meeting they asked, “Why does the 

Smooth Fox Terriers: “Wait and See,” Arthur Wardle 1936
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for puppies this year, as so many people began 
working from home—an ideal time to get a 
pup well started on housetraining. Fortunately 
our breed is naturally outgoing, and socializa-
tion can be accomplished even if your scale is 
limited. There are CDs available with all kinds 
of sounds, from dog shows to farm animals to 
trains, fireworks, and thunder. 

Hopefully you have used this time to ponder 
your breeding plans. No worries about that stud 
you wanted to use being off to shows in BFE 
just when your bitch is ready to breed. And 
even if you couldn’t breed to exactly the stud 
you wanted to use, you may be contributing to 
expansion of the gene pool by using a less well-
known male. In the five-year period 2015 to 
2019, an average of 38 males sired the Lakeland 
litters born each year. Any way you slice it, that 
is a tiny gene pool. Spending more time at home 
might be a saving grace for our breed.

See, if you look hard enough you can find 
the positives in any gloomy situation. 

—Pat Rock, 
hollybriar@widomaker.com
United States Lakeland Terrier Club  

Manchester Terriers

In August 2008, Virginia Antia wrote an 
insightful article about the Manchester 

Terrier and comparing them to the written 

standard. Considering the club is conducting a 
discussion about the current standard, I felt like 
this was a perfect time to reprint this article.

MEMORY LANE
As we looked over a large entry of Standard 

Manchester Terriers waiting to take their turn 
in the ring, my friend remarked on their diver-
sity of type. She felt that it made the breed 
difficult to judge, never mind select a show 
prospect from a litter.

“Not so,” I said. “We have a well-written 
breed standard that’s easy to interpret.We 
need to keep in mind that breed standards 
are guidelines—not blueprints—that give us 
the look and the essence of the breed—its 
typiness. You think you see a variety of types, 
when in reality you see a variation of the same 
theme. Just for fun, let’s use the breed stan-
dard to judge the classes ourselves from out-
side the ring,” I suggested.

First, we needed to know about any disqual-
ifications: any color other than black and tan 
(blue and tan exists), white more than a half 
inch wide (that’s out there too), cropped or cut 
ears in Toys, and any dog over 22 pounds in 
Standards.

Next, we needed to know the serious faults 
(which should, in theory, keep a dog from 
winning the points): White on any part of the 
coat; excessive shyness or aggressiveness; ears 

that are wide, flaring, blunt tipped or “bell”; 
and either a flat or a roached back.

Lastly, we needed to know that Manchesters 
are made up mostly of curves rather than 
straight lines. There should be a slight arch 
to the neck and the topline, a slight upward 
curve of the tail on the move, an arched line 
from the abdomen to the deep brisket, and a 
well-turned stifle.

The first two classes were puppies, none of 
whom stood well on the table, but they even-
tually allowed themselves to be examined. I 
reminded my friend who was tsk-tsking that the 
table is for the convenience of the judge when 
examining the dog, not necessarily for posing 
the dog.

Eventually we got to the Winners classes, 
which left my friend puzzled. The Winners 
Dog weighed about 15 pounds and had long, 
naturally erect ears and brown eyes (the stan-
dard asks for “eyes nearly black”), while the 
Winners Bitch easily weighed 20 pounds, 
had cropped ears, and—from the look of her 
underjaw—a level bite (which the standard 
says is acceptable). Standard Manchesters can 
be anywhere from 13 to 22 pounds (the stan-
dard gives no preference within this weight) 
and height is not addressed at all. There is 
no preferred ear type. Ears may be cropped, 
naturally erect or button, nor is there a sug-
gested ear size—as long as the ear isn’t wide. 

Cropped ears should be cut long. Both erect 
and cropped should be pointed at the tips and 
carried well up on the skull, which is long and narrow. 

So, if I see a small black and tan dog, pointy 
on both ends and curvy in between, I’ll know 
it’s a Manchester, whether I’m on a street cor-
ner in Minsk or Madrid. —V.A.

—Robin Gates,
robingates42@gmail.com
American Manchester Terrier Club 

Norfolk Terriers
BREEDER RESPONSIBILITIES

As a breeder, what do you consider your 
major responsibilities?  

Surely, good breeders look for dogs that 
conform to the breed standard as accepted by 
the Norfolk Terrier Club, beginning with the 
description of “General Appearance”: 

“The Norfolk Terrier, game and hardy, with 
expressive dropped ears, is one of the smallest 
of the working terriers. It is active and com-
pact, free-moving, with good substance and 
bone. With its natural, weather-resistant coat 
and short legs, it is a ‘perfect demon’ in the 
field. This versatile, agreeable breed can go 
to ground, bolt a fox, and tackle or dispatch 
other small vermin, working alone or with a 
pack. Honorable scars from wear and tear are 
acceptable in the ring.”  
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               ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates will
be held via video Zoom Webinar on
Tuesday, September 15, 2020. For the sole
purpose of conducting the vote for the
Delegate Standing Committees, the meet-
ing will be called to order at 10:00 a.m.
Eastern Time (ET). The polls with remain
open until 12:30 p.m. ET. The Forum will
begin at 11:00 a.m. ET. The Delegate
Meeting will reconvene at 12:00 p.m. ET.

DELEGATES CREDENTIALS 
Rhonda Dalton, Monmouth Junction,

NJ, Great Pyrenees Club of America
Carey Fayram, Gilroy, CA, Del Monte

Kennel Club 
Jan Ritchie Gladstone, Stokesdale, NC,

St. Petersburg Dog Fanciers Association
R. Link Newcomb, Santa Ana, CA,

Bulldog Club of America
Jack E. Sappenfield II, Durham, NC,

Durham Kennel Club
Bettina (Tina) Sterling, Glen Mills, PA,

Penn Treaty Kennel Club
Linda C. Wozniak, Chapel Hill, NC,

Bayou Kennel Club
Laurie Zembrzuski, Leesburg, VA,

Bedlington Terrier Club of America 

NOTICE
On March 6, 2020, a Trial Board of the

American Kennel Club heard charges
against Ms. Linda Kepner (Hickory
Corners, MI).  The Trial Board sustained
charges of neglect of a dog at or in con-
nection with an event. The penalty was set
at a six-month event suspension and a
$1,000 fine. (Poodles, Shetland
Sheepdogs)

NOTICE  
Ms. Tammy Seidlitz (Dublin, CA) Action

was taken by the City of Angeles Pug Club
for conduct at its January 17, 2020 event.
Ms. Henderson was charged with inappro-
priate, abusive, or foul language.  The
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event
Committee’s report and set the penalty at
a reprimand and a $100 fine. (Chinese
Cresteds)

NOTICE  
Mr. Ed Sullivan (Kansas City, MO)

Action was taken by the Missouri Valley
Hunt Club for conduct at its June 7, 2020
event. Mr. Sullivan was charged with
improper treatment in connection with an
event.  The Staff Event Committee
reviewed the Event Committee’s report
and set the penalty at a three-month sus-
pension and a $300 fine. (Labrador
Retrievers, Golden Retrievers)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended Ms. Debora
Rivera (Arcadia, FL) from all AKC privi-
leges for ten years and imposed a $2,000
fine, effective July 15, 2020, for conduct
prejudicial to purebred dogs, purebred
dog events, or the best interests of the
American Kennel Club based on their vio-
lation of the AKC’s Judicial or
Administrative Determination of
Inappropriate Treatment Policy. (Great
Danes) 

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended Ms. Theresa
Weber (Sherwood Forest, CA) from regis-
tration privileges for three-months and
imposed a $500 fine, effective July 15,
2020, for signing an AKC document on
behalf of another without filing a properly
completed power of attorney form.
(Pumik)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended the following
individuals from all AKC privileges for life
and imposed a $10,000 fine, for conduct
prejudicial to purebred dogs, purebred
dog events, or the best interests of the
American Kennel Club based on their vio-
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Winners Class shall be allowed only at
shows where American-bred and Open
Classes shall be given. All other regular
classes are optional. A member club hold-
ing a show with restricted entries may
include Winners Classes, provided the nec-
essary regular classes are included in the
classification.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS
CHAPTER 11, Section 8-A – Dog Show
Entries, Conditions of Dogs Affecting
Eligibility 
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to CHAPTER 11, Section
8-A, of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows,
based on a request by Staff to the AKC
Board. This will be voted on at the March
10, 2020 Delegates Meeting. 
CHAPTER 11
SECTION 8-A.  The preceding portion of
this section is unchanged. 
Any dog, that in the opinion of the Event
Committee attacks a person or dog at an
AKC event and is believed by that Event
Committee to present a hazard to persons
or other dogs, shall be disqualified by the
Event Committee pursuant to this sec-
tion, a report shall be filed with the
Executive Secretary of The American
Kennel Club. The disqualified dog may
not again compete at any AKC event nor

be on the grounds of an AKC event
unless and until, following application for
reinstatement by the owner to the
American Kennel Club, the owner
receives official notification in writing
from the AKC that the dog’s eligibility has
been reinstated.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS
CHAPTER 11, Section 9 – Dog Show
Entries, Conditions of Dogs Affecting
Eligibility
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to CHAPTER 11, Section
9, of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, pro-
posed by the Delegate Dog Show Rules
Committee. This was to be voted on at the
June 9, 2020 Delegates Meeting, which has
been cancelled. All business that was to be
conducted at the June 2020 Delegate
Meeting will move forward to the next
Delegate Meeting.
CHAPTER 11
SECTION 9. No dog with a communicable
disease shall be on the show grounds or
premises.  Exhibitors should follow their
veterinarian’s recommendations to ensure
that their dogs are free of internal and
external parasites, any communicable dis-
ease, and have appropriate vaccinations.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS
CHAPTER 14, Section 3 – Measuring,
Weighing and Color Determinations When
Factors of Disqualification in Breed
Standards or Eligibility Under the
Conditions of a Class or Division of a
Class Cancellation of Awards
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to CHAPTER 14, Section
3, of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, pro-
posed by the Delegate Dog Show Rules
Committee. This was to be voted on at the
June 9, 2020 Delegates Meeting, which has
been cancelled. All business that was to be
conducted at the June 2020 Delegate
Meeting will move forward to the next
Delegate Meeting.
CHAPTER 14
SECTION 3. In those breeds where certain
heights are specified in the breed standard
as disqualifications, or in any class specify-
ing height limits, the judge has the author-
ity to determine whether any dog measures
within those limits, provided the dog has
not been previously measured during any
competition at that show, excluding sweep-
stakes, futurities, and other special attrac-
tions.
If, in the opinion of a competing exhibitor
in the ring, the height of a dog in that ring
appears to be outside the limits of the
breed standard or the conditions of that

class, such exhibitor may, before every dog
has been individually examined and indi-
vidually gaited, request that the judge
measure the dog and the judge shall com-
ply provided the dog has not been previ-
ously measured during any competition at
that show, excluding sweepstakes, futuri-
ties, and other special attractions.
If the judge finds that the dog’s height is
within the breed standard or the condi-
tions of the class, s/he shall mark and ini-
tial the judge’s book “Measured in.”  If the
judge finds that the dog’s height is outside
the allowable limits of the breed standard,
s/he shall disqualify the dog and mark and
initial the judge’s book “Measured out - dis-
qualified.”  
A dog that has thus been disqualified by
three different judges may not again be
shown.   
If the judge finds that the dog’s height is
not in accordance with the conditions of
the class, s/he shall mark and initial the
judge’s book “Measured out - ineligible.” A
dog thus declared ineligible for its class
shall be considered entered incorrectly
and cannot be transferred to any other
class at that show. A dog thus found ineligi-
ble by three different judges may not again
be shown in that class. In subsequent
shows, this dog may be entered in another
class for which the dog meets the height
limit or transferred to an eligible Open
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Class per Chapter 11, Section 6. 
In all cases, the judge shall use a wicket
that meets American Kennel Club require-
ments.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS
CHAPTER 14, Section 4 – Measuring,
Weighing and Color Determinations When
Factors of Disqualification in Breed
Standards or Eligibility Under the
Conditions of a Class or Division of a
Class Cancellation of Awards
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to CHAPTER 14, Section
4, of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, pro-
posed by the Delegate Dog Show Rules
Committee. This was to be voted on at the
June 9, 2020 Delegates Meeting, which has
been cancelled. All business that was to be
conducted at the June 2020 Delegate
Meeting will move forward to the next
Delegate Meeting.
CHAPTER 14
SECTION 4. In those breeds where certain
weights are specified in the breed standard
as disqualifications, or in any class specifying
weight limits, the judge has the authority to
determine whether any dog weighs within
those limits, provided the dog has not been
previously weighed during any competition
at that show, excluding sweepstakes, futuri-
ties and other special attractions.

If, in the opinion of a competing exhibitor
in the ring, the weight of a dog in that ring
appears to be outside the limits of the
breed standard or the conditions of that
class, such exhibitor may, before every dog
has been individually examined and indi-
vidually gaited, request that the judge
weigh the dog, and the judge shall comply
provided the dog has not been previously
weighed during any competition at that
show, excluding sweepstakes, futurities and
other special attractions.
If the judge finds that the dog’s weight is
within the breed standard or the condi-
tions of the class, s/he shall mark and ini-
tial the judge’s book “Weighed in.”  If the
judge finds that the dog’s weight is outside
the allowable limits of the breed standard,
s/he shall disqualify the dog and mark and
initial the judge’s book “Weighed out - dis-
qualified.”  
A dog that has thus been disqualified by
three different judges may not again be
shown.   
If the judge finds that the dog’s weight is
not in accordance with the conditions of
the class, s/he shall mark and initial the
judge’s book, "Weighed out - ineligible.” A
dog thus declared ineligible for its class or
division shall be considered entered incor-
rectly and cannot be transferred to any
other class at that show. A dog thus found
ineligible by three different judges may not

again be shown in that class. In subsequent
shows, this dog may be entered in another
class for which the dog meets the weight
limit or transferred to an eligible Open
Class per Chapter 11, Section 6. 
In all cases, the judge shall use a scale that
meets AKC requirements including a plat-
form of sufficient size as determined by the
American Kennel Club to safely accommo-
date all applicable breeds.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS
CHAPTER 14, Section 6 – Measuring,
Weighing and Color Determinations When
Factors of Disqualification in Breed
Standards or Eligibility Under the
Conditions of a Class or Division of a
Class Cancellation of Awards
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to CHAPTER 14, Section
6, of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, pro-
posed by the Delegate Dog Show Rules
Committee. This was to be voted on at the
June 9, 2020 Delegates Meeting, which has
been cancelled. All business that was to be
conducted at the June 2020 Delegate
Meeting will move forward to the next
Delegate Meeting.
CHAPTER 14
SECTION 6. In those breeds where certain
color(s), pattern or markings are specified
in the breed standard as disqualifications,

or in any class or division of a class where
certain color(s), pattern or markings are
required, the judge shall determine if a
dog is to be disqualified or declared to be
ineligible for the class provided that such
determination has not been previously
made during competition at that show,
excluding sweepstakes, futurities, and
other special attractions.
If, in the opinion of the judge, the dog’s
color(s), pattern or markings require dis-
qualification, the judge shall disqualify the
dog, and mark and initial the judge's book
"Disqualified - Color (or Pattern or
Markings)”.   
If, in the opinion of the judge, the dog’s
color(s) pattern or markings do not meet
the requirements of the class or division of
a class in which the dog is competing, the
judge shall declare the dog ineligible to
compete in that class or division of class,
and, s/he shall mark and initial the judge's
book, "Ineligible - Color (or Pattern or
Markings)”.
If, in the opinion of any competing
exhibitor then in the ring, the color(s),
pattern or markings of a dog in the ring
are disqualifications under the breed stan-
dard or do not meet the requirements of
the class or division of a class, such
exhibitor may, before every dog in the ring
has been individually examined and indi-
vidually gaited, request that the judge ren-
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ing. The underline of a mature dog has a
slight tuck-up. The body is blocky, muscular
and solid, with good depth and width. The
back is broad and straight, with pro-
nounced muscles. The ribcage is well
sprung and well filled behind the shoulder
blades. The transitions between the chest,
loin and rump are well filled and flowing.
The loin is strong and muscular, and only
slightly narrower than the ribcage and
rump. The croup is broad, flat and strong,
with well-defined musculature. Its height
should not exceed the height at the shoul-
ders. The tail is thick and set fairly high. It
should be well covered with hair and with-
out kink. The tail may be docked or left
undocked, both being equivalent.  If
docked, tails are traditionally docked at the
third or fourth caudal vertebrae. The
undocked tail should reach to the hocks
when the dog is standing and be carried
with a slight curve upwards when excited
or moving. Tail set is more important than
the length. 

Forequarters: The forelegs are strong
boned, with well-defined muscles. Viewed
from the side the forearm should be verti-
cal from the elbow to the pastern. When
viewed from the front they should be paral-
lel to each other, not bowed or with toes
turning inward. Elbows should be held
close to the body. Length of the foreleg to

the elbow is approximately 50 percent of
the dog's height at the shoulder. The chest
is broad, deep and wide with well-sprung
ribs and strong developed pectoral mus-
cles. The shoulders are moderately sloping,
powerful and muscular, with no tendency
to looseness. The shoulder blade is long
with moderate angulation. The upper arm
is equal in both length and angulation to
the shoulder blade. The pastern is short,
thick and strong and with a slight slope
when viewed from the side. The front feet
point straight forward, are large, round,
strongly boned and compact. The toes are
well arched, with short, preferably black
toenails and protected by hair in between.
Front dewclaws may be removed. The pads
are thick, tough and black. 

Hindquarters: The hindquarter is sturdy
and muscular. The hind legs are strong
boned. The stifle should be sound, strong
and moderately angulated and in balance
with the forequarters, to support the power-
ful propulsion from the hindquarters dur-
ing movement. The upper thighs are broad,
deep and muscular as seen from the side
and the rear. The lower thighs have well
defined muscles and show substance down
to the hocks. The metatarsus is broad, rela-
tively short and perfectly upright. The hind
feet point straight forward. Rear dewclaws,
if any, are generally removed. 

Coat and Color: The coat is short, dense,
smooth and shiny. The skin is thick and
loose but fits smoothly. Skin is well pig-
mented. The recognized colors / patterns
are with or without a mask; however, the
black mask is desirable. Red, Brown,
Reddish Brown, Fawn, Cream, brindle in
any accepted color and Irish Marked.
Limited clear white patches on the legs
and the fore chest are permissible. Piebald,
a white dog, with colored markings, total
area of white may not exceed 33 percent or
is disqualified, ticking or spots within the
white to be disqualified. The Boerboel is
well pigmented, especially on the lips,
palate, the skin and hair around the eyes,
nose leather, paw pads, toenails, the anus
and the skin and hair around the genitals.
Disqualifications - Blue colored (Powder
Coat) dogs, any base color not listed, long
coat, and nose leather in any color other
than black. 

Movement: Movement is the ultimate test
for correct conformation. The Boerboel is
the most agile of the molosser breeds and
it should be reflected in its movement. The
Boerboel’s movement is powerful and with
purpose. The front reach should comple-
ment a strong rear drive. The legs and
body should move in line front to rear. As
speed increases the legs will converge
under body towards a center line. The

back remains firm and strong and without
excess body roll. 

Temperament: The Boerboel is a domi-
nant and intelligent dog with strong pro-
tective instincts and a willingness to please.
When approached is calm, stable and con-
fident, at times displaying a self-assured
aloofness. He should recognize a threat or
lack thereof. He is loving with children and
family. An aggressive or belligerent attitude
towards other dogs should not be faulted.
Boerboels that are shown in competition
should be trained to allow examination.

Faults: The foregoing description is that of
the ideal Boerboel. Any deviation that
detracts from the above described dog
must be penalized to the extent of the devi-
ation. Severely out of proportion and bal-
ance. Reversal of sex characteristics. Yellow
(bird of prey) eyes.

Disqualifications: 
Blue Eye(s). 
Entropion or ectropion. 
Under shot greater than ¼ inch or over-
shot bite. 
Wry mouth.
Prick ears.  
Blue colored (Powdered Coat) dogs, white
exceeding more than 33 percent of the
color on a dog, ticking or spots within the
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areas of white. 
Any base color not listed.
Long coat. 
Nose leather in any color other than black. 

Approved July 13th, 2020
Effective September 30th, 2020

PROPOSED AUSTRALIAN TERRIER STANDARD
FOR COMMENT:
In accordance with the Guidelines for
Breed Standard Revisions this is being pub-
lished to receive any comments prior to
the balloting of the club membership.  Any
comments may be forwarded directly to:

Mari-Beth O’Neill
VP Sport Services
mbo@akc.org 

General Appearance: A small, sturdy,
medium-boned working terrier, rather
long in proportion to height with pricked
ears and docked tail. Blue and tan, solid
sandy or solid red in color, with harsh-tex-
tured outer coat, a distinctive ruff and
apron, and a soft, silky topknot. As befits
their heritage as versatile workers,
Australian Terriers are sound and free
moving with good reach and drive. Their
expression keen and intelligent; their man-
ner spirited and self-assured. The following
description is that of the ideal Australian

Terrier. Any deviation from this description
must be penalized to the extent of the devi-
ation. 

Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - Height
10 to 11 inches at the withers. Deviation in
either direction is to be discouraged.
Proportion - The body is long in proportion
to the height of the dog. The length of
back from withers to the front of the tail is
approximately 1 to 1½ inches longer than
from withers to the ground. Substance -
Good working condition, medium bone,
correct body proportions, symmetry and
balance determine proper weight. 

Head: The head is long and strong. The
length of the muzzle is equal to the length
of the skull. Expression - Keen and intelli-
gent. Eyes - Small, dark brown to black (the
darker the better), keen in expression, set
well apart. Rims are black, oval in shape.
Faults - Light-colored or protruding eyes.
Ears - Small, erect and pointed; set high on
the skull yet well apart, carried erect with-
out any tendency to flare obliquely off the
skull. Skull - Viewed from the front or side
is long and flat, slightly longer than it is
wide and full between the eyes, with slight
but definite stop. Muzzle - Strong and pow-
erful with slight fill under the eyes. The
jaws are powerful. Nose - Black. A desirable
breed characteristic is an inverted V-shaped

area free of hair extending from the nose
up the bridge of the muzzle, varying in
length in the mature dog. Lips - Tight and
dark brown- or black-rimmed. Bite - Scissors
with teeth of good size. 

Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - Long, slightly
arched and strong, blending smoothly into
well laid back shoulders. Topline - Level and
firm. Body - The body is of sturdy structure
with ribs well sprung but not rounded,
forming a chest reaching slightly below the
elbows with a distinct keel. The loin is
strong and fairly short with slight tuck-up.
Faults - Cobbiness, too long in loin. Tail -
Set on high and carried erect at a twelve to
one o'clock position, docked in balance
with the overall dog, a good hand-hold
when mature, docked leaving slightly less
than one half, or undocked from straight
to curved forward. The tail set is of pri-
mary importance. 

Forequarters: Shoulders - Long blades,
well laid back with only slight space
between the shoulder blades at the withers.
The length of the upper arm is compara-
ble to the length of the shoulder blade.
The angle between the shoulder and the
upper arm is 90 degrees. Faults - Straight,
loose and loaded shoulders. Elbows - Close
to the chest. Forelegs - Straight, parallel
when viewed from the front; the bone is

round and medium in size. They should be
set well under the body, with definite body
overhang (keel) before them when viewed
from the side. Pasterns - Strong, with only
slight slope. Fault - Down on pasterns.
Dewclaws – May be removed. Feet - Small,
clean, catlike; toes arched and compact,
nicely padded turning neither inward nor
outward. Nails - Short, black and strong.  

Hindquarters: Strong; legs well angulated
at the stifles and hocks, short and perpen-
dicular from the hocks to the ground.
Upper and lower thighs are well muscled.
Viewed from behind the rear legs are
straight from the hip joints to the ground
and in the same plane as the forelegs.
Faults - Lack of muscular development or
excessive muscularity. Feet - (See under
Forequarters.) 

Coat: Outer Coat - Harsh and straight; 2½
inches all over the body except the tail,
pasterns, rear legs from the hocks down,
and the feet which are kept free of long
hair. Hair on the ears is kept very short.
Undercoat - Short and soft. Furnishings -
Softer than body coat. The neck is well fur-
nished with hair, which forms a protective
ruff blending into the apron. The forelegs
are slightly feathered to the pasterns.
Topknot - Covering only the top of the
skull; of finer and softer texture than the
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President, Sport
Services participated in this portion of the
meeting. 

Australian Terrier Proposed Breed Standard
Revision
The Board reviewed the proposed revision
to the Tail section of the Australian Terrier
Breed Standard as submitted by The Aus-
tralian Terrier Club of America, Inc.
(ATCA). The current standard was ap-
proved August 9,1988.

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, sec-
onded by Ms. Biddle, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to approve the proposed
standard revision for publication for com-
ment on the Secretary’s page of the AKC
GAZETTE.

Belgian Malinois Proposed Breed Standard
Revision
The Board reviewed the proposed revisions
to the Belgian Malinois Breed Standard as
submitted by the American Belgian Mali-
nois Club, Inc. (ABMC). The Board asked
staff to go back to the Parent Club for clari-
fication on the proposed changes to the
Size, Proportion, Substance; Neck,
Topline, Body and Head sections of the
Standard. This will be discussed further at
a future Board meeting. 

Chinook Breed Standard Revision
The Board reviewed the proposed revi-
sions to the Chinook breed standard as
submitted by the Chinook Club of Amer-
ica (CCA). The current standard was ap-
proved November 11, 2009.

Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, seconded
by Ms. Biddle, the Board VOTED (unani-
mously) to approve the proposed standard
revisions for publication for comment on
the Secretary’s page of the AKC Gazette.

Siberian Husky Breed Standard Revision
The Board reviewed the proposed revi-
sions to the Nose and Color, Patterns and
Markings sections of Siberian Husky breed
standard as submitted by the Siberian
Husky Club of America (SHCA). 

Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, seconded
by Dr. Davies, the Board VOTED (unani-
mously) to approve the proposed standard
revisions for publication for comment on
the Secretary’s page of the AKC Gazette.

Proposed Amendment to Article VIII, Section 7
of the AKC Bylaws
The Board reviewed a proposed amend-
ment to Article VIII, Section 7 of the By-
laws of the American Kennel Club, Inc.
which was submitted by the Beaumont
Kennel Club in accordance with Article

XX, Sections 1 and 3 of the Bylaws. 
Article VIII of AKC Bylaws addresses the
Nominating Committee and Elections.
Currently Section 7 of Article VIII reads:
SECTION 7. All elections shall be by bal-
lot.  
The wording of the current Bylaw, strictly
interpreted, requires AKC to hold an elec-
tion for Board members even if there are
no candidates running in opposition to
the Nominating Committee’s Slate. The
Beaumont Kennel Club is proposing an
amendment that will add wording into the
Bylaws so that if no valid additional nomi-
nations are received by the Executive Sec-
retary; no balloting will be required, and
the Nominating Committee's slate shall be
declared elected.
This will be discussed further at the Au-
gust meeting. 

Nominating Committee
The Executive Secretary informed the
Board that the Nominating Committee for
the March 2021 election of AKC Directors
must be appointed by August 15, 2020 and
its report must be received no later than
October 15, 2020.

Following discussion, the Board elected
the Nominating Committee, which is to se-
lect candidates for vacancies on the Board
of Directors, which are to be filled at the

March 2021 meeting. There are four (4)
vacancies for the Class of 2025. 

Nominating Committee
Ms. Nancy Fisk, Chair, Hockamock KC

Viola Burgos, Naugatuck Valley KC
Eduardo Toshio Fugiwara, Fort Laud-

erdale Dog Club
Doug Johnson, Colorado Springs Kennel

Club 
Harold Miller, American Foxhound Club

Alternates:
Marge B Calltharp, Chinese Shar-Pei Club

of America
Melanie Steele, Abilene Kennel Club 

COMPANION and PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President,
Sports & Events; Dr. Mary Burch, Director,
AKC Family Dog Program; Carrie DeY-
oung, Director, Agility; Pamela Manaton,
Director, Obedience, Rally, Tracking; and
Caroline Murphy, Director, Performance
Events participated in this portion of the
meeting via video conference. 

Basset Hound Field Trials – Request to Hold
Four Trials Per Year
The Board reviewed recommendations
from the Basset Hound Club of America to
modify the Basset Hound Field Trial Rules
to allow a Basset Hound club to hold up to
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four trials per year, and to modify the Bas-
set Hound Field Trial Regulations to allow
dogs running in Small Pack and Large
Pack trials to wear different colored collars
rather than have a number painted on
their sides. 

Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, sec-
onded by Mr. Hamblin, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to consider the matter at
this meeting, waiving the normal notice
procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Hamblin, sec-
onded by Dr. Battaglia, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to amend Chapter 3, Sec-
tion 1 of Field Trial Rules and Standard
Procedures for Basset Hounds to allow
each club to hold up to four trials per year. 

Chapter 3, Section 1 of Field Trial Rules
and Standard Procedures for Basset Hounds 

Chapter 3 Making Application to Hold a
Field Trial  
SECTION 1. A club which wishes to hold a
licensed or member field trial must apply
to The American Kennel Club on a form
which will be supplied on request to clubs
that meet the requirements of The Ameri-
can Kennel Club. This application will be
referred to the Board of Directors of The
American Kennel Club which will consider

it and notify the club of its approval or dis-
approval. A licensed or member club is al-
lowed to hold up to four field trials per
calendar year. 

This will be read at the September Dele-
gates meeting for a vote at the December
Delegates meeting. 

The Board also VOTED to modify the
Field Trial Regulations – Procedures 7B
and 8A to allow dogs running in Small
Pack and Large Pack trials to wear differ-
ent colored collars rather than have a
number painted on their sides. This
change is effective as of communication to
the fancy of the change. 
Additional Standard Procedures for the Basset
Hound Field Trials Run in Small Packs on
Rabbit or Hare  

Procedure 7-B. The Hounds shall be num-
bered consecutively as entered, starting
with the number “1.” Each Hound shall
have its number painted on both its sides
with a durable paint, the figures to be at
least 3 ½ inches high and clearly visible.
The Field Trial Secretary and his assistant,
if any, shall be the only persons to record
each number against the name of the cor-
responding Hound. These numbers shall
be used in the drawing and running of the
packs and the names of the Hounds must

not be used. Alternatively, hounds may
wear color coded collars. The colors to be
used are Red, White, Blue, Green, Yellow,
Orange, Pink, Silver or Black.

Procedure 8-A. The Hounds shall be num-
bered as entered, starting with the number
“1.” Each Hound shall have its number
painted on both its sides with a durable
paint, the figures to be at least 3 ½ inches
high and clearly visible. The Field Trial
Secretary and his assistant, if any, shall be
the only persons to record each number
against the name of the corresponding
Hound. These numbers shall be used in
any drawing and in the running of the
packs and the names of the Hounds must
not be used. Alternatively, hounds may
wear color coded collars. The colors to be
used are Red, White, Blue, Green, Yellow,
Orange, Pink, Silver or Black.

Dachshund Field Trials – Dachshund Club of
America Request
The Board reviewed a request from the
Dachshund Club of America to make two
changes to the Field Trial Rules and Stan-
dard Procedure for Dachshunds to permit the
use of tracking collars at the option of the
host club, and to require one of the two
judges of a stake to have the experience of
judging at least ten Dachshund field trials.
Following a motion by Dr. Battaglia, sec-

onded by Mr. Sweetwood, the Board
VOTED (unanimously) to consider the
matter at this meeting, waiving the normal
notice procedures.

Following a motion by Dr. Battaglia, sec-
onded by Mr. Sweetwood, the Board
VOTED (unanimously) to approve the two
changes to the Field Trial Rules and Stan-
dard Procedure for Dachshunds – Proce-
dure 3. Judging 3-D Collars to permit the
use of tracking collars at the option of the
host club, and Chapter 5, Section 1 Quali-
fications to Judge to require one of the
two judges of a stake to have the experi-
ence of judging at least ten Dachshund
field trials.
The changes will become effective Decem-
ber 1, 2020.

PROCEDURE 3. JUDGING
3-D Collars. If a Dachshund under judg-
ment wears a collar, it shall be a well-fitting
collar with nothing hanging from it and
with no attachments other than tags for
identification purposes. 
Dachshunds may wear tracking collars at the
option of the club. The premium list and event
advertising must state that tracking collars are
allowed, otherwise they will not be allowed. The
collar surface against the dog’s neck shall be flat
(no protrusions). While the Dachshunds are
under judgment, handheld devices must be





tles on the dog’s pedigree.   
Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, sec-
onded by Ms. McAteer, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to consider the matter at
this meeting, waiving the normal notice
procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, seconded
by Dr. Davies, the Board VOTED to recog-
nize the new NADD Premier titles. This is
an addition to the Title Recognition Pro-
gram and AKC will start processing NADD
Premier titles on October 16, 2020. 

Dr. Mary Burch – International Journal of
Comparative Psychology
The Board was advised of a research paper
by Dr. Mary Burch which is to be pub-
lished in the International Journal of Com-
parative Psychology. During the
development of the AKC Temperament
Test, Dr. Burch conducted research on the
history of canine temperament testing.
She became fascinated with the question
of whether temperament is something that
can be modified. If temperament cannot
be modified, then a test is predictive. If
temperament can be modified, then a test
could be prescriptive. She wrote a paper
on her research, which has now been ac-
cepted for publication in the International
Journal of Comparative Psychology. 
The abstract follows: 

Assessment of Canine Temperament: Pre-
dictive or Prescriptive? 
Mary R. Burch American Kennel Club 

Abstract: Canine temperament testing has
historically been linked to the predictabil-
ity of future behavior. A predictive model
of canine temperament testing assumes
that a dog’s behavior in one situation will
likely be similar to its behavior in a variety
of other situations. An alternative model
is proposed for a canine temperament
test that could identify areas in which a
dog might fail to perform certain test
items, but by using modern behavior
analysis techniques, behaviors could be
modified through a prescriptive ap-
proach. This article describes the AKC
Temperament Test (ATT), which is the
first prescriptive canine temperament
test. The ATT is designed to provide pet
dog owners with information about po-
tential problem areas that can be modi-
fied through training.

Dr. Mary Burch – Serving on a National Acad-
emy of Sciences Study Review Committee
The National Academies of Sciences, Engi-
neering, and Medicine (often shorted to
the National Academy of Sciences or the
National Academies) is a private, non-
profit, nongovernmental institution to ad-
vise the nation on issues related to science

and technology. It was established in 1863
by an Act of Congress, signed by President
Lincoln. The purpose of the National
Academy of Sciences is to contribute to
the welfare of the nation by providing evi-
dence-based counsel on complex ques-
tions in science, engineering, and health.
The results of the study process are in-
tended to inform government decision
making and increase public understand-
ing.

The Board was advised that The National
Academy of Sciences has invited Dr. Burch
to participate on the committee to review
the Department of Veterans Affairs re-
search study on the “Potential Therapeutic
Effects of Service and Emotional Support
Dogs on Veterans with Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder.”    
The AKC Board extended its congratula-
tions and appreciation to Dr. Burch for her
excellent work on behalf of AKC and dogs. 

CONFORMATION
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President,
Sports & Events; Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice
President, Sport Services; Tim Thomas,
Vice President of Dog Show Judges; Glenn
Lycan, Director, Event Operations Sup-
port; and Alan Slay, Director, Event Pro-
grams participated in this portion of the
meeting via video conference. 

Additional Actions to Assist Conformation
Clubs and Exhibitors in 2020
In April and May the Board approved 16
modifications to event policies/procedure
for 2020 to provide clubs greater flexibility
to hold events and provide increased op-
portunities for exhibitors. 

The Board reviewed three additional mod-
ifications recommended by staff that
would pertain to conformation events. 

1. Allow up to three events offering
Championship points at the same site on
the same day. At least one of the three
competitions must be held by a specialty
club.

2. Allow clubs to request an exception to
hold their conformation show more than
200 miles outside their territory. 

3. Allow clubs to publish in their premium
list that the location of the rings, indoors
or outdoors, will be determined on the
day of the event. Refunds will not be
granted based on the final location.

Following a motion by Mrs. Wallin, seconded
by Dr. Garvin, the Board VOTED (unani-
mously) to separate these matters and con-
sider each recommendation separately. 
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Number of opportunities to compete in a
single day
Many Specialty clubs are seeking to
reschedule their shows later in the year in
conjunction with all-breed shows. In some
cases, this creates a situation where a
breed could be shown three times in a day.
A number of AKC policies limit the num-
ber of events per day offering Champi-
onship points to two. Specialty clubs and
exhibitors would benefit if the policies
where modified to allow up to three events
offering Championship points at the same
site on the same day. 

The Board reviewed a staff recommenda-
tion to allow up to three events offering
Championship points at the same site on
the same day during the 2020 calendar
year. At least one of the three competitions
must be held by a specialty club. 
Following a motion by Mrs. Wallin, sec-
onded by Mr. Sweetwood, the Board
VOTED (unanimously) to consider the
matter at this meeting, waiving the normal
notice procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, sec-
onded by Dr. Davies, the Board VOTED 
(In favor: Ms. Biddle, Mr. Carota, Dr.
Davies, Mr. Hamblin, Mr. Powers, Mr.
Sweetwood, Mr. Smyth, Mrs. Wallin;
against: Dr. Battaglia, Dr. Garvin, Dr.

Knight, Ms. McAteer, Mr. Tatro,) to allow
up to three events offering Championship
points at the same site on the same day
during the 2020 calendar year. At least one
of the three competitions must be held by
a specialty club. 

Distance a club may travel outside of its
territory to hold an event 
In April, the Board approved the following
adjustment for 2020: Extend the distance
conformation clubs may hold a show out-
side their territory from 125 miles to 200
miles. This applies to all types of confor-
mation clubs – Specialty clubs, Group
clubs and All-breed clubs. 

This has allowed some clubs to consider
sites and clusters to hold their events in
less restrictive areas. The AKC has received
requests from clubs where their best or
only opportunity is over the 200-mile ex-
ception, often by a few miles. Staff recom-
mends allowing clubs to request an
exception to hold their conformation
show more than 200 miles outside their
territory for the rest of 2020.

Following a motion by Dr. Battaglia, sec-
onded by Mrs. Wallin, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to consider the matter at
this meeting, waiving the normal notice
procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, sec-
onded by Mrs. Wallin the Board VOTED
(unanimously)
to permit Clubs to request an exception to
hold their conformation show no more
than 300 miles outside their territory. Staff
will review and approve provided the re-
quest is reasonable.

AKC Show Manual indoor/outdoor
requirement 
The AKC Show Manual states that when a
combination indoor/outdoor site is used,
the breeds and/or classes to be judged
outdoors must be specified in the pre-
mium list. This allows exhibitors to deter-
mine if they want to compete in the
situation provided, indoors or outdoors. If
a change in location has to be made, ex-
hibitors are entitled to a refund if re-
quested. 

COVID regulations continue to change re-
garding indoor venues. Clubs are request-
ing they be allowed to state on the
premium list that the determination of
ring location, indoors or outdoors, will be
made on the day of the event and not risk
exhibitors cancelling their entries based
on a change in location. This provides
clubs some flexibility to move forward with
their events if they have space for outdoor
judging and the restrictions for indoor

gatherings have not eased. This also pro-
vides exhibitors with the information
needed to enter or not, knowing the exact
location they will be competing has not
been determined. 

Following a motion by Mrs. Wallin, sec-
onded by Mr. Tatro, the Board VOTED
(unanimously) to consider the matter at
this meeting, waiving the normal notice
procedures.

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, sec-
onded by Mr. Tatro the Board VOTED (In
favor: Dr. Battaglia, Ms. Biddle, Mr. Carota,
Dr. Davies, Dr. Garvin, Dr. Knight, Ms.
McAteer, Mr. Powers, Mr. Sweetwood, Mr.
Smyth, Mr. Tatro, Mrs. Wallin; abstained:
Mr. Hamblin) to approve the following
policy: 

During the calendar year 2020, clubs may
publish in their premium list that the loca-
tion of the rings, indoors or outdoors, will
be determined on the day of the event. Re-
funds will not be granted based on the
final location.

Rules Applying to Dog Shows Chapter 16,
Section 8 New Paragraph
Dennis Sprung reviewed the recom-
mended changes to Rules Applying to Dog
Shows Chapter 16, Section 8. Due to the
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http://www.ihcus.org/
http://www.iwclubofamerica.org/index.html
http://neaa.net/
http://www.otterhound.org/
http://www.pbgv.org/
http://www.ph-club.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/plott/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/redbone_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/portuguese_podengo_pequeno/index.cfm
http://www.rrcus.org/
http://www.salukiclub.org/
http://www.deerhound.org/index.shtml
http://www.americanwhippetclub.net/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/treeing_walker_coonhound/index.cfm
https://sloughi-international.com


http://www.akitaclub.org/
http://alaskanmalamute.org/
http://www.asdca.org/
http://www.bmdca.org/
http://www.brtca.org/
http://www.americanboerboelclub.com/
http://www.bullmastiff.us/
http://www.canecorso.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/chinook/index.cfm
http://www.ddbsa.org/.
https://www.dogousa.org/
http://www.german-pinscher.com/
http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/
http://www.gdca.org/
http://www.gpcaonline.org/
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://komondorclubofamerica.org/
http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
http://www.mastiff.org/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
http://saintbernardclub.org/
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
http://www.btcoa.org/
http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
http://www.btca.com
http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
http://ddtca.org/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://sealyham.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/rat_terrier/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/russell_terrier/index.cfm
http://clubs.akc.org/skye/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
http://clubs.akc.org/wtca/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.dpca.org/


http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
http://www.chihuahuaclubofamerica.com/
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://japanesechinclub.org/
http://www.americanmaltese.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
http://thepekingeseclubofamerica.net/
http://www.americanpomeranianclub.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com/
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
http://silkyterrierclub.yolasite.com/
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.usactc.org
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/norwegian_lundehund/index.cfm
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.schipperkeclub-usa.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shibas.org/index.html
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
http://www.xoloitzcuintliclubofamerica.org/


http://www.akc.org/events/handlers
www.akc.org/events/junior-showmanship/junior-clinics/
http://www.akc.org/events/handlers/adult-clinics/
https://my.royalcanin.com/
http://www.acdca.org/public/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.picards.us
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/bca/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/finnish_lapphund/index.cfm
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
http://www.pumiclub.org
http://www.assa.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/
http://www.swdclub.org/
http://www.bordercolliesociety.com/

	1-08_20_Opener
	2-Purina_August_2020_ad
	3-08_20_PresMessage
	4-08_20_Masthead
	5-08_20_Updates
	8-08_20_Slideshow
	9-08_20_Feature_TheCanineMuse
	20-08_20_TimesPast
	22-08_20_DogPeople
	23-08_20_BreedColumns
	57-08_20_SecPages
	84-PC_Pages_Aug_2020



