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The handler or owners of this champion may have received Pro Plan dog food as Purina ambassadors.
Purina trademarks are owned by Société des Produits Nestlé S.A.

FIND THE NUTRITION FOR THE CHAMPION IN YOUR LIFE AT PROPLAN.COM/DRYDOGFOOD

Congratulations to Wasabi, the 2021 WESTMINSTER KENNEL CLUB BEST IN 
SHOW WINNER. With his distinctive rolling gait, dignified temperament, and 
natural charisma, the 3-year-old Pekingese won over the crowd and judges. 
We’re proud to be a part of Wasabi’s amazing victory, fueling him with the 
advanced nutrition of Purina Pro Plan Complete Essentials Shredded Blend 
Chicken & Rice Formula.

CONGRATULATIONS,
WASABI!

®

®

https://www.purina.com/pro-plan/dogs/dry-dog-food?utm_campaign=bre-wkc2021&utm_medium=display&utm_source=akcgazette&utm_content=cr-congratswasabi_exploreproplan_pt-na&utm_term=


https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-meet-the-breeds/


JULY 2021AKC GAZETTE 4

advertising & circulation administrator  
VENUS RODRIGUEZ 

venus.rodriguez@akc.org 
212-696-8260

advertising representatives
JAMES G. ELLIOTT CO, INC

626 Wilshire Blvd.
Suite 500

Los Angeles, CA 90017
(213) 624-0900

www.jamesgelliott.com

Write to the editors gazette@akc.org

managing editor
senior editor  

senior designer 
publications director  

senior graphic designer 
archivist-librarian

BUD BOCCONE
ARLISS PADDOCK

KATE MCCROARY
RUSSELL BIANCA  
CHRIS ESPIRITU
BRYNN WHITE

AKC GAZETTE, the official journal of the sport of purebred dogs since 1889

FREE
AKC GAZETTE
SUBSCRIPTION

AKC GAZETTE (ISSN 1086-0940), July 2021, Volume 138, No.7, 
published monthly at 101 Park Ave., New York, NY 10178, USA, by 
The American Kennel Club, Inc.  Copyright The American Kennel 
Club, Inc., 2021. No portion of this magazine may be reprinted with-
out permission of the publisher. AKC is a registered trademark of 
The American Kennel Club, Inc.

masthead

D
A

V
ID

 W
O

O
 ©

A
K

C

Road Trip!
This summer and fall, AKC Meet the Breeds will be 

coming to a city near you. AKC staff and club mem-

bers will present our fabulous purebreds to the public 

from coast to coast at seven Meet the Breeds events, 

kicking off at San Diego in August. See the ad on page 

15 for all the details. We can’t think of a better way 

to shake off the pandemic blues than with this ambi-

tious public-education road trip. As these photos from 

past AKC Meet the Breeds events suggest, it will be 

fun for dog lovers of all ages.

On Our Cover: 

West Highland 

White Terrier, 

Ty Foster for 

AKC

mailto:vxr%40akc.org%20?subject=
https://www.jamesgelliott.com/
mailto:gazette%40akcg?subject=
https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-meet-the-breeds/
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http://rmhounds.org 
http://rmhounds.org 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rockymtnhoundassoc/
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 could 
save more with a special 
discount with GEICO!
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More Help for K-9 Cops
AKC Reunite has announced new enhance-

ments to its Adopt a K-9 Cop matching-grant 
program. For the past several years, the pro-
gram has allowed AKC Reunite to match 
funds from AKC clubs, one-to-one, up to 
$5,000 per grant in order to purchase K-9s 
for U.S. police departments. 

Starting immediately, the program will 
accept contributions from the public to help 
cover the club’s portion of the grant, and 
AKC Reunite will now match donations at a 

three-to-one ratio, up to $7,500 per grant. 
AKC Reunite Adopt a K-9 Cop partners 

with AKC clubs to assist police departments 
in acquiring K-9s. Many law-enforcement 
agencies lack funds to obtain police dogs. 
The donations allow the police departments 
to obtain a new K-9 for help with search and 
rescue, bomb detection, and overall public 
safety. 

Learn more about the program at AKC 
Reunite.

The AKC has awarded 
Junior Scholarships for 2021 to 
12 exceptional young people, 
representing 11 states, involved 
in companion and performance 
events. The scholarships are 
offered to high-school and col-
lege students.

Scholarship applicants were 
evaluated on academic perfor-
mance, participation in AKC 
events, and involvement with 
AKC clubs. Applicants were 
required to write an essay on 
the impact AKC events have 
made on their lives.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Companion Events: 

Abigail Anderson (Colorado), 
Kellsy Burk (California), 
Emily Burrier (Ohio), Jordon 
Dove (Washington), Riley 
Draus (Pennsylvania), Dana 
George (Illinois), Gabriella 
Kabakchieva (Wisconsin), 
Jordan Phoenix (Texas) 

Performance Events: 
Meaghan Edwards 
(California), Lucas Holzen 
(North Carolina), O’Malley 
McGee (South Carolina), 
Lanie York (Utah)

AKC Gives Companion, Performance Scholarships

O’Malley McGee

https://www.geico.com/landingpage/member-discount/?logo=70907
https://www.akcreunite.org/k9/
https://www.akcreunite.org/k9/
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The Siberian Husky Club 
of America Trust will fund a 
breed-specific de novo genome 
assembly for the Siberian 
Husky, a project to map the 
complete Siberian genome. 

With the original sequenc-
ing of the canine genome in 
2005, the great diversity of 
the canine breeds made it 
apparent that breed-specific 

mapping is of great importance 
in the research of diseases of 
different breeds. While many 
breed supporters have funded 
partial sequencing of their 
breed’s genome (including 
the Siberian), the research 
has been very expensive and 
lengthy, and there are only 
a few completely sequenced 
breed genomes. This proj-

ect has already begun with a 
research team at the University 
of Wisconsin experienced 
working with a portion of the 
Siberian genome. With the 
help of new, state-of-the-art 
technology, the sequencing 
time will be significantly faster 
(months instead of years) and 
should result in the goal of the 
project—to have the entire 
Siberian genome mapped 
before the end of 2021. 

The new technology is 
expected to yield a clean and 
exceedingly specific Siberian 
Husky genome at the end 
of the project. This Siberian 
genome will deliver a road-
map for the further study of 
breed-specific diseases (such 
as cataracts, cancer, and oth-
ers), enable the identification 
of genetic markers for disease 
detection, and open up pos-
sibilities for future disease 

treatments. 
Additionally, since the 

Siberian is relatively unmarred 
by human intervention and 
breeding for recessive traits, it 
is considered by researchers 
to be a clean breed associated 
with past generations and can 
therefore be useful to research-
ers studying diseases found in 
many breeds. 

There is interest from other 
universities to use this new 
Siberian genome to research 
lymphoma, hemangiosarcoma, 
and osteosarcoma. 

This is by far the most 
important and far-reaching 
project the Trust has funded 
to date, only possible thanks to 
donations, gifts, and fund-rais-
ing efforts. 

This project is only the 
beginning. To learn more, and 
to make a donation, visit the 
Trust’s Facebook page.

Breed-Specific Study,  
     All-Breed Benefits

On June 7, Jill Bell joined the AKC Executive Field Staff 
as a conformation representative covering the Dallas–Fort 
Worth area. 

“Jill brings a high level of expertise to this position, having 
bred and handled dogs for many years,” Conformation Field 
Director Patricia Proctor says. “We are happy to welcome 
her as a member of the AKC staff.”

A lifelong fancier, Bell spent more than 20 years as a pro-
fessional handler and has bred Whippets and Great Danes. 
She has finished countless champions and has handled 
many national-specialty and Best in Show winners. Bell 
spent the past several years as an AKC-licensed superinten-
dent for Jack Onofrio Dog Shows.

Bell   Joins

Field Staff
The Husky is considered 
a “clean breed” and can 
therefore be useful in the 
study of diseases found 
in many breeds.

A parent club trust is mapping 
their breed genome for the  
good of all dogkind. 

https://m.facebook.com/pages/category/Nonprofit-Oraganization/SHCA-Trust-187317971341521/


https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-breeder-rewards-program


https://youtu.be/pwKjk936U_k
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A Pug’s features 
resemble those of a 
human baby,  
inviting the long, 
loving eye contact 
of his owner.Eye 

      Contact

Researchers are  

exploring the hard science 

behind your dog’s soft, 

adoring gaze.
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Eye contact plays 
a fundamental 
role in human 
communication 
and relation-

ships. When we look into each 
other’s eyes, we show that we 
are paying attention to each 
other. This is equally true in 
the human-canine relationship. 
According to new research by 
Hungarian ethologists, at least 
ktzw nsijujsijsy ywfnyx fẍjhy 
dogs’ ability to establish eye 
contact with humans. Short-
headed, cooperative, young, 
and playful dogs are the most 
likely to look into the human 
eye.

Dogs adapted uniquely well 
to live with humans, and com-
munication plays a vital role 
in this. They are sensitive to 
the direction of the human’s 
gaze, which helps them 
decide whether the message is 
directed to them. Forming eye 
contact with the owner raises 
oxytocin levels in both parties, 
which plays a role in develop-
ing social bonding. Individual 
dogs, though, are not equally 

prone to make eye contact; the 
anatomy of the eye, the origi-
nal task a breed was created to 
perform, age, and personality 
rnlmy fqxt fẍjhy ymj yjsijsh~ 
to form eye contact.

One hundred and thirty 
family dogs were examined at 
the Department of Ethology, 
Eötvös Loránd University. 
“We measured the length and 
width of their heads because 
this is related to their vision,” 
xf~x Um3I3 xyzijsy _x¼ăf 
Gtls¬w1 ăwxy fzymtw tk ymj 
study published in Xhnjsynăh 
Reports. “The Boxer, Bulldog, 
Pug, and snub-nosed dogs 
in general, have a more pro-
nounced area centralis in 
the retina, so they can better 
respond to stimuli in the cen-
ywfq ăjqi1 |mnhm rf~ rfpj ny 
easier for them to form eye 
contact with humans.”

In contrast, consider the 
regally long-nosed Borzoi. 
They see a wide panoramic 
image because the nerve cells 
that process the visual informa-
tion distribute more evenly in 
their retina. Therefore, if they 

have to focus on the center 
tk ymjnw {nxzfq ăjqi1 ymj~ rf~ 
be distracted by visual stimuli 
from the periphery more easily.

VISUAL STREAKS AND 
AREA CENTRALIS

For many years it was uni-
versally assumed that all canine 
eyes had a “visual streak,” a 
line of vision cells stretching 
across the retina’s surface. 
This belief was challenged in 
2003 by Paul McGreevey, an 
Australian professor of veter-
inary science, working with 
neuroscientist Alison Harmon. 

Studying eyes from cadavers 
of several breeds, McGreevey 
and Harman discovered that 
some dogs don’t have a visual 
streak. Instead, their vision cells 
are densely packed in one spot, 
called an “area centralis.” 

The visual-streak breeds 
are dogdom’s hunters. They 
have long muzzles, and their 
eye placement gives them the 
peripheral vision required to 
detect and follow movement 
over wide vistas at great dis-
tance. The sighthounds—

Making eye contact raises oxytocin levels in 
both dog and owner. This helps in the  
development of social bonding.

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-88702-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-88702-w


FEATURE
Salukis, Greyhounds, and 
other breeds contrived in 
antiquity to patrol vast 
expanses of desert—are the 
prototypical visual-streak 
breeds. In the retriever 
breeds, the elongation of the 
skull is less exaggerated and 
the vision not quite as pan-
oramic, but the principal is 
the same. 

Area-centralis dogs tend to 
be short-muzzled—think Pugs, 
Pekes, and other lap dwellers. 
These breeds, McGreevey and 
Harmon reported, have three 
times as many nerve endings 
in the retina as do visual-streak 
breeds. They see more like 
human beings: not much 
peripheral vision, but up close 
ymj~ xjj ns mnlm ijăsnynts3 

“So, when they they’re look-
ing at their owner’s face and 
inẍjwjsy szfshjx tk ymj t|s-
er’s expressions, maybe they’re 
getting a bit more informa-
tion than a long-nosed dog,” 
McGreevey theorized. “This 
is perhaps a way of explaining 
how attentive and charming 
short-nosed dogs are.”

JULY 2021AKC GAZETTE 13

Long muzzled sighthounds are 
“visual-streak” breeds, with 
panoramic vision and the ability 
to detect movement at a great 
distance.

Flat-faced dogs see 
more like human 
beings do: not 
much peripheral 
vision, but up close 
they see in high 
definition. 
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THE BABY-FACE FACTOR
In the behavior test con-

ducted by the Hungarian 
researchers, the experimenter 

ăwxy nsnynfyji uqf~ |nym ymj 
dog. In another test, she mea-
sured how quickly and how 
many times the dog formed 

The cornea is the clear membrane that covers the eye. It 
allows light to enter and is the first of two lenses light 

passes through on the way to the way to the retina. Behind 
the cornea is the sclera, the white of the eye. It is made of 
tough fibers containing blood vessels that supply the eye 
with oxygen and nutrients.

The iris is the colored part of the eye. The iris controls 
the pupil, the aperture at the eye’s center. In darkness, the 
iris’s tiny muscles expand the pupil to allow more light to 
enter; in brightness, the pupil contracts to prevent a damag-
ing overload of light. 

Canines evolved as nocturnal scavengers and hunters, 
so they have naturally large pupils. This helps to account 
for their keen night vision and diminished “depth of field” 
vision, that is, the distance over which objects can be put 
into clear focus. A human being with perfect eyesight has 
20/20 vision; most dogs see at closer to 20/75. 

Directly behind the pupil is the lens. This delicate mech-
anism receives light captured by the pupil, bends it, and 
focuses it onto the retina. The retina houses the nerve cells 
known as rods and cones. A dog has more light-sensitive 
rods than humans, but the canine eye has fewer color-sen-
sitive cones, leading to the long-held—and erroneous—be-
lief that dogs don’t see in color. 

The retina transforms light into an impulse and kicks it 
back to the optic nerve, which transmits the impulse to the 
brain, where it becomes an image.

Behind the retina is a reflecting surface called the tape-
tum lucidum. A dog’s large pupils dilate fully in low light 
to facilitate night vision. In an ultra-efficient process of 
maximizing minimal light, the mirror-like tapetum catches 
light unabsorbed by the retina and reflects it forward onto 
the rods. This causes the eerie luminescence in dog eyes 
when they are caught in headlights or a flashlight beam in 
the dark. 

How a Dog’s Eye Works

The “visually cooperative” breeds of the Herding 
Group will make eye contact faster than breeds driven 
by voice commands or that work independently.



https://akc.org/meetthebreeds
https://familydogproject.elte.hu/about-us/our-research/
https://familydogproject.elte.hu/about-us/our-research/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=50EJhWa0UDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tEjGfdZhQr0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFaMSB6c7Ss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRMTr2VZcr8
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Canine temperament 
is an important 
consideration for 

all dog owners. The AKC 
Temperament Test pro-
vides owners insight into 
their dog’s temperament and 
assists them in addressing 
behavioral issues, thereby 
enhancing their relationship 
and enriching the lives of 
their canine companions. 
An extensive review of the 
canine temperament litera-
ture was completed prior to 
the development of the AKC 
Temperament Test. This led 
to the publication of an arti-
cle in the International Journal 
of Comparative Psychology. 

Canine temperament test-
ing has historically been 
linked to the predictability of 
future behavior. A predictive 
model of canine-tempera-
ment testing assumes that a 
dog’s behavior in one situa-
tion will likely be similar to its 
behavior in a variety of other 
situations. 

The AKC Temperament 
Test (ATT) was launched 

in August 2019. The ATT 
tẍjwji ymj ăwxy uwjxhwnuyn{j 
model for canine tempera-
ment testing. The ATT can 
reveal areas in which a dog 
might fail to perform certain 
test items, but by using mod-
ern behavior-analysis tech-

niques, the behavior can be 
rtinăji ymwtzlm f uwjxhwnu-
tive approach. 

The topic of canine tem-
perament testing has been 
investigated by researchers 
for several decades. Multiple 
temperament tests were 

developed after the publica-
tion of the landmark 1965 
book Genetics and Social Behavior 
of the Dog (Scott & Fuller) that 
described canine-tempera-
ment research conducted in a 
laboratory setting.  

In the early history of tem-

perament testing, temper-
ament tests were viewed as 
having a predictive nature. 
For example, if a dog passed 
a temperament test for guide 
dogs when it was a puppy, 
knowing if the dog was going 
to be suitable as a guide dog 

when it was an adult would 
be advantageous. Similarly, 
if a young dog who was a 
potential police dog was 
afraid of loud noises, when 
considering a career for the 
dog, it would be helpful to 
know if the dog would con-
tinue to balk at the noise of 
gunshot throughout its adult 
life. 

PREDICTING BEHAVIOR
Recent research shows that 

the question “Can early tem-
perament tests predict the 
behavior of adult dogs” is far 
more complex than a simple 
~jx2st3 Ymjwj fwj htsĄnhynsl 
ăsinslx fsi nshtsxnxyjshnjx 
with regard to the results of 
predictive temperament tests. 

For predictive studies, the 
results may depend on which 
variables (such as the age of 
the dog) are being evaluated. 
A number of predictive stud-
ies indicated that puppy tests 
did not predict adult suit-
ability for service dog work 
or police work, and several 
researchers found that there 

Temperament tests developed 
in 1965 by John Paul Scott and 
John Fuller were laboratory 
based.

https://www.akc.org/akctemptest/
https://www.akc.org/akctemptest/
https://www.amazon.com/Genetics-Social-Behaviour-John-Scott/dp/0226743381
https://www.amazon.com/Genetics-Social-Behaviour-John-Scott/dp/0226743381
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been a barrier to going into 
the community with the 
owner (e.g., extremely fearful). 

With regard to temper-
ament testing, clearly, the 
development of an individ-
ual dog’s temperament will 
depend on the environment 
in which the dog is raised and 
the socialization and training 
that is provided. With the 
exception of dogs that are 
housed and raised in ken-

nels for specialty training or 
research purposes, training 
history, socialization experi-
ences, and methods of raising 
are likely to vary greatly from 
one dog to the next. 

Temperament tests that 
have been traditionally used 
for predicting the future 
behavior of dogs can coexist 
with a prescriptive test such 
as the AKC Temperament 
Yjxy3 F gjsjăhnfw~ tk ymj 

prescriptive model of tem-
perament testing is the dog. 
Dogs who are afraid to greet 
unfamiliar people, walk on 
unusual surfaces, and become 
extremely alarmed at unex-
pected auditory and visual 
stimuli to the point that they 
don’t recover during test-
ing, are likely to have lower 
quality lives that are severely 
impacted by fear. 

Helping dogs overcome 
temperament issues can 
result in both an improve-
ment in their welfare and 
an enhanced relationship 
with their owners. It is 
hoped that the prescriptive 
nature of the ATT coupled 
with the behavioral infor-
mation provided will help 
dog owners train their dogs 
and address any behavioral 
issues, thereby enriching the 
lives of our canine compan-
ions.—M.R.B. 

This is a summary of an article 
published in the International 
Journal of Comparative 
Psychology. 

Temperament has been defined as 
an animal’s personality, makeup, dispo-
sition, or nature. A longer definition of 
temperament is “individual differences 
in behavior that are biologically based.” 
Temperament is not learned. 

In the past several decades, there has been an increase in dog-trainer knowledge 
about behavior. We now know that behavioral procedures can be effectively used to 
modify behaviors (such as fearful reactions) that may be related to temperament. Con-
sidering that we can change behaviors often related to temperament (such as when a 
dog refuses to walk on an unfamiliar surface), temperament can be defined as an indi-
vidual’s natural predisposition to react in a certain way to a stimulus. Behaviors related 
to temperament may be modified over time with exposure and learning.

The AKC Temperament Test allows a dog’s owner to determine how close a purebred 
dog’s temperament is to its breed standard. For mixed-breeds, taking the ATT may pro-
vide insight about the temperament of an individual dog. The test provides information 
about a dog’s reactions to a variety of stimuli (objects or events that can be detected 
by an animal’s senses). The six categories of stimuli are Social, Auditory, Visual, Tactile, 
Proprioceptive (motion), and Unexpected Stimulus.

The ATT can identify behaviors related to temperament that can be addressed through 
training. If a dog passes the ATT twice, under two different evaluators, the owner 
may apply for the ATT suffix title.

Bonus Video
ATT testing at Cleveland All-Breed Benefit

About 
    the ATT

The ATT employs a prescriptive approach to  
canine-temperament testing.

Temperament is a 
crucial consideration 
in therapy work.

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/4mw7n5tj
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/4mw7n5tj
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/4mw7n5tj
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygl99-ryg0o
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Since antiquity, warriors have played a 
role in distributing dog breeds around 
the world. Alexander the Great brought 

mastiff types, the ferocious molosser war dogs, 
from the Greek Isles to his domains in Asia 
and Eastern Europe. The now-famous herd-
ing breeds of Britain were created in part from 
drover dogs brought by Caesar’s conquering 
legions. In later centuries, Viking invaders 
added Scandinavian stock to the equation.

American GIs returning from the Pacific 
after World War II introduced Akitas to 
the States. Army private Larry Downey, of 
Chicago, built his line of top-winning Boxers 
from breeding stock acquired during the war 
from Frau Stockman’s celebrated German 
kennel. And soldiers who served in the war’s 
South African campaigns returned to America 
with specimens of an exotic hunting hound 
rarely seen in North America: the Rhodesian 
Ridgeback.

By the early ’50s, an American Ridgeback 
fancy was taking shape. A key player in these 
formative years was Morrie DePass, a retired 
Army colonel from Mississippi. His Ch. 
Swahili Jeff Davis was the first Ridgeback to 
earn an American championship. The AKC 
recognized the breed in late 1955, and the 
Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the United 
States was formed in 1957 at a meeting hosted 
by Colonel DePass.

The win shots on this page commemorate 

two milestones of these early 
years. It was at the Wichita KC 
show of April 1957 that Ch. 
Bimbo Ponjola of Kaybar, CD, 
made history as the AKC’s first Best in Show 
Ridgeback—an especially sweet victory as it 
was judged by the universally respected Major 
Godsol. 

Eighteen months later, at San Diego in 
October 1958, the RRCUS held its first spe-
cialty show. Revered all-rounder Frank Porter 

Miller put up Ch. Lamarde Perro Jara as Best 
of Breed. In the 1950s, the California-based 
Lamarde Perro Kennel of E.L. Freeland and 
Margaret Lowthian dominated the breed west 
of the Mississippi, having finished 17 champi-
ons in the two years leading up to Jara’s his-
toric win.

America
Discovers

the
Ridgeback

1957: Bimbo’s history-making BIS under Major Godsol, handled by 
Ann Wadley for owner John Reardon (Tepe photo)

1958: Jara triumphs at the first RRCUS specialty, at  
San Diego, piloted by the dean of West Coast handlers, 
Harry Sangster. (Ludwig photo)

https://www.rrcus.org
https://www.rrcus.org
https://www.facebook.com/WichitaKennelClub/
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BREED COLUMNS edited by Arliss Paddock

The breed columns are a time-honored feature of the AKC GAZETTE. Each columnist is appointed by the 

breed’s national parent club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breeders, 

judges, and the public about the breed’s traits, history, care, and training. A national parent club is 

made up of dedicated breeders and fanciers and represents many years of collective experience in the 

breed. Columnists are asked to write about topics of interest to serious dog fanciers in general as well 

as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed. The breed columns rotate quarterly by 

group so that each breed’s column can appear four times a year. Information and opinions expressed 

in the breed columns represent the views of their authors, not necessarily those of the breed’s parent 

club or the AKC. For questions about the breed columns, e-mail Arliss.Paddock@akc.org.
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This month, American Pointer Club 
guest columnist Maggie Platt share’s 
puppy-raising techniques gleaned 
from her 25 years in the breed.

mailto:Arliss.Paddock%40akc.org?subject=
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Pointers

Ozw lzjxy htqzrsnxy ktw ymnx nxxzj nx Rfllnj 
Platt.

PUPPY-RAISING TECHNIQUES
Over my 25 years in the breed, seeing a shy, 

yfnq2yzhpji1 |twwnji Utnsyjw mfx ltyyjs xnlsnă-
cantly less, but it does still occur. We under-
stand that great temperaments are required 
for any performance venue. Poor tempera-
ments should never be tolerated by judges. 
Temperaments are most important for the rest 
of their lives and all of the activities in which 
Pointer owners participate. While new homes 
do need to continue socialization to develop 
wjxnqnjsy yjrujwfrjsyx1 ymj ăwxy = yt 65 |jjpx 
are crucial. 

While temperament is clearly genetic, there 
nx rzhm ymfy hfs gj itsj ns ymj ăwxy = |jjpx 
of life that will set your puppies up for easier 
transition to their new homes, allowing them 
to be more resilient, stable, outgoing, and 
uqjfxfsy3 Ymjwj fwj xtrj xujhnăh lznijqnsjx 
through programs such as Puppy Culture or 
Avidogs. I have never used either program, 
but I have heard wonderful things about 
them. Any similarities our actions resemble to 
those programs is coincidental. 

We start on Day 1 handling puppies and 
deliberately touching every puppy all over, 

both as an inspection and to begin to get 
them used to being touched and manipulated. 
Starting on Day 3, we start early neurological 
stimulation daily, with each puppy. The ENS 
method includes holding the puppy with its 
mjfi zu1 qjlx yt|fwi ymj Ąttw1 ktw ă{j xjh-
onds, and safely and securely in your hands, 
head-down, for a count of 5, then on his or 

her back for a count of 5. Next is touching 
between each toe, initially with a cotton swab, 
gjhfzxj ny nx xrfqqjw ymfs ~tzw ăsljw1 zsynq 
~tzw ăsljwx ăy fy fgtzy 6 |jjp3 Qfxyq~ |j 
place each puppy on a cold washcloth (kept 
in the fridge in a plastic bag) belly-down and 
fqqt| ymjr yt hwf|q tẍ ymj hqtym3 Ymjxj jfwq~ 
neurological stimulation procedures take less 

ymfs 85 xjhtsix f uzuu~ ifnq~ ktw ymj ăwxy y|t 
weeks and stand the puppy in good stead for 
his or her future. 

Toenails are clipped every third day or so, 
using regular-sized human nail-clippers for the 
ăwxy y|t |jjpx3 Fkyjw y|t |jjpx |j x|nyhm yt f 
cordless Dremel with a sanding barrel (36 grit) 
on a low speed weekly. As adults most of our 
Pointers can have their toenails Dremeled by 
one person while standing. While most do not 
like it, they tolerate it, which can be especially 
helpful because we leave dewclaws intact, and 
those can often be sharp. The research we 
have done suggests that dogs use their dew-
claws for climbing, turning, and maneuvering 
in all sorts of normal ways and can even allow 
a dog who has fallen through ice to pull him-
self out of the freezing water to safety. There 
are people who worry about snagging a dew-
claw when out hiking or hunting and choose 
the side of caution and continue to remove 
them. Having seen the slow-motion footage of 
dogs using their dewclaws, we choose to take 
the risk of injury. 

Starting at 2 weeks, we play a “puppy 
noises” soundtrack we purchased at increas-
ing volumes to expose the puppies to all sorts 
of odd noises. The soundtrack is somewhat 
ifyjiönshqzinsl ymj xtzsix tk f yjqjumtsj 
ringing, fax machines, and an old modem 
connection. It also includes sirens, chainsaw, 

Pointer: John Donaldson , 1990  
(AKC Museum of the Dog)
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Welsh Springer Spaniels
SO, YOU’RE HOSTING THE NATIONAL  
SPECIALTY?

We had our venue; we had our judge; we 
had a theme; we had a team.

Gzy |j mfi st nijf ymjwj |tzqi gj f ufs-
demic. 

Xnshj 756:1 ymj Lwjfyjw Hmjxfujfpj \XX 
Club had been planning to host the 2021 
\XXHF Sfyntsfq Xujhnfqy~ fy ymj Gqzj 
Ridge Classic Cluster in North Carolina on 
Rjrtwnfq If~ |jjpjsi3 Ymnslx |jwj kwfzlmy3 
We were bombarded with questions, under-
standably, and the answers kept changing: 

“Will ringside seating be allowed?” 
St3 333 Rf~gj3 333 St1 ijăsnyjq~ sty3 333 ^jx1 

anyone can have ringside chairs, but they 
must be six feet apart. ... Yes, bring your own 
chair and sit where you want ...

Tshj jsywnjx |jwj ns1 fsi ymj ăsfq wzqjx 
were in place, our show committee thought 
we could relax just a little. Nope.

Dawn the morning of the national spe-
cialty. The year 2021 is the 60th anniver-
sary of WWSCA, so we had a “Diamond 
Anniversary” theme to the trophies. Our tro-
phy table team put together a glittering array 
tk xufwpqj qnlmyx fsi hw~xyfq ywtumnjx3 Gzy î 
|j mfi st ăwxy2uqfhj wtxjyyjx3 Xjhtsi1 ymnwi1 
fsi ktzwym uqfhjD ^ju3 Ozxy st ăwxy uqfhj3 Rj? 
“Ack! Where’s the superintendent? What’s 
ltnsl ts mjwjDø Ymjr? ÷Rnxhtrrzsnhfynts1 
xtww~& Ozxy ln{j zx f qnxy tk fqq ymj ăwxy2uqfhj 
winners, and we’ll mail them.” 

Ymjs fs tẎhnfq kwtr ymj xmt|2ln{nsl hqzx-
ter approached. Sweepstakes were underway 
at this point, and I was spending a lot of time 
smiling and saying, through gritted teeth, 

“Here’s your trophy! You’ll get your rosette in 
the mail. Thanks for exhibiting!” 

Xfni hqzxyjw tẎhnfq uzqqji rj fxnij yt fxp1 
“Have you seen your specialty judge? She was 
supposed to judge another breed and didn’t 
show up. She isn’t answering her phone.” 

Rj? M~ujw{jsynqfynsl fsi xujjhmqjxx3
÷St uwtgqjr1ø xf~x ymj hqzxyjw tẎhnfq3 ÷Ozxy 

look through the catalog and pick another 
judge, and we’ll make it work.” 

Rj? ÷\j mf{j >5 \jqxm Xuwnsljwx1 |tsúy 
that oversubscribe any other judge?” 

“Well, yes, that could be a problem,” 
fhpst|qjilji ymj hqzxyjw tẎhnfq3 ÷Itsúy 
worry about this, we have an hour(!), and the 
AKC Representative is on the phone now.” 

Rj? Gzl2j~ji fsi xzuuwjxxnsl f xhwjfr3
Where’s the president of WSSCA? Found 

her. Explained the situation. Who can we get 

to judge our national specialty at, literally, the 
ăsfq mtzwD Ljy ymj xmt| htrrnyyjj ytljymjw 
for a brief talk. Everybody smile! Nothing to 
see here! 

Ozilj ktzsi& Hwnxnx f{jwyji3 Ojj 1 \jsi~1 
you’re such a worrywart. “Here’s your trophy. 
We’ll mail your rosette. Thanks for exhibiting!”

With the liberal consumption of vodka 
and other spirits, plenty of laughs at ringside 
and, always, our beautiful display of Welsh 
Springers, the show committee got through 
another national. Sign me up as a worker bee 
for the next one, but I will never be the show 
chair again. If my resolve should weaken, I’m 
keeping a copy of this column to remind me.

Thanks for exhibiting!
ö\jsi~ O3 Otwifs1
wendy.jordan@capstrategiesgroup.com
Welsh Springer Spaniel Club of America. 

The WSSCA celebrated the club’s 60th anniversary at its 2021 national, held in Asheville, NC, on Memorial 
Day weekend. Shown: Winners Bitch competition in the ring; handpainted prizes by artist Diane Blasius; 
national specialty trophies; WSSCA supported entry Best of Breed winner in the Sporting Group.

mailto:wendy.jordan%40capstrategiesgroup.com?subject=
http://www.wssca.com
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Vizslas
WHAT IS THE MODERN HUNTING DOG?

Lrowing up in the suburbs, I spent many a 
weekend pheasant hunting with my dad 

at a local club. It was the best way to spend 
httq Xtzymjws Hfqnktwsnf rtwsnslxöRtr 
handling the dog, Dad shooting, and our dog 
Elke passing judgment on whoever happened 
to be the invited shooter of the day. Even 
at seven years old, I could read a dog who 
wanted to stop hunting in front of the guy 
incapable of hitting the broad side of a barn. 
These are times I’ll always cherish.

As the years passed, so did the local land-
scape and demographics. Our hunting 
grounds became housing developments, and 
hunting as a family pastime was less com-
mon. I’m still hunting my dogs, but I don’t 
see today’s youth and families engaged in the 
sport as much as in years past.

With the hunting season only months long, 
and decreased access to hunting grounds, 
owners are seeking new opportunities to work 
fx f yjfr |nym ymjnw itlx1 ăsinsl sj| |f~x yt 
use those extraordinary canine scenting abil-
ities that come naturally. In fact, dogs’ noses 
are 10,000 to 100,000 times more accurate 
than ours.

In 2017, the AKC developed the game of 
scent work based on the work of professional 
detection dogs, such as drug dogs. In scent 

|twp1 mt|j{jw1 ymj itlx xsnẍ tzy ymj xhjsyx 
tk gnwhm1 fsnxj1 hqt{j1 fsi h~uwjxx3 Ns ymfy ăwxy 
year, Vizslas earned 22 scentwork titles. Over 
the next three years, the breed added 615 
additional titles. As a result, more people are 
ăsinsl xfynxkfhynts ns |twpnsl |nym mzsynsl 
dogs bred over generations for natural pro-
ăhnjsh~ ns xhjsynsl3 Ns Xtzymjws Hfqnktwsnf1 

there has been an explosion of Vizslas coming 
into the sport, with 12 percent of the partic-
nufsyx ns ymj qfxy tujs ywnfq gjnsl [n xqfxö
more than any other breed. 

Of note, most of these Vizslas already have a 
hunting accolade to their name. The Vizsla/
mfsiqjw yjfrx xzhhjji vznhpq~3 Rtxy mfsiqjwx 
have already learned to read their dogs in the 

ăjqi |mjs ymj~úwj htrnsl nsyt ymj xhjsy htsj1 
and they’re good at bringing environmental 
factors into play, reading the wind to help 
guide their dogs into a search area. Could it 
be that we’re on the cusp of a modern hunting 
dog?

In speaking with Penny Scott-Fox, who 
was instrumental in the formation of AKC 
Scent Work and served as scent-work judge 
at the 2020 Vizsla Nationals in Estes Park, 
Colorado, I learned that a number of Vizslas 
are actually using their natural point as a 
scent-alert indicator.

As a preservation breeder, longtime steward 
of the breed, and promoter of the Versatile 
Vizsla, I would never want to see any of the 
innate abilities of our hunting dogs diminish. 
Izwnsl mzsynslúx qtsl tẍ2xjfxts1 xhjsy |twp 
just might be the perfect game to ensure our 
breed will keep those scent skills in tune before 
the next outing after live game.

öOfrnj \fqyts
jamie@professionaldesign.org
Vizsla Club of America  

Scent work is a perfect activity to engage the Vizsla’s hunting skills off-season.

mailto:jamie%40professionaldesign.org?subject=
http://www.vcaweb.org
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Weimaraners
”I’M LOOKING FOR A WEIMARANER 
PUPPY”

The majority of breeders will agree that 
the hardest part of responsible breeding 

is making good placements for the puppies. 
Rtwj ymfs tshj Nú{j mjfwi ymj xjsynrjsy 
“The dogs are easy; it’s the people who put 
me through the wringer.”

Talk to experienced breeders about placing 
puppies, and it will bring out recollections 
about both fabulous owners, and “war stories” 
about placements that were disastrous. 

Mt| it ~tz xuty ymj ltti mtrjxöfsi 
conversely, those that should be rejected? I 
asked that question of several people whom I 
respect as individuals who will carefully screen 
prospective puppy buyers. Everyone I asked 
stressed the importance of lengthy conversa-
tions about the buyers’ expectations and expe-
rience, and how they plan to meet the needs 
of their dog.

The buying public has gotten savvy about 
what to say to breeders. A common approach 
is to promise the breeder anything and tell 
ymjr |mfy ymj~ |fsy yt mjfw3 R~ fi{nhj nx 
just to keep talking, and keep an eye out for 
÷wji Ąflx3ø Nyúx jfx~ yt xuty ÷wji Ąflø nsin-
cators when they occur in bunches, but it’s 
harder when most of the conversation is good 
but there are one or two things you’re just not 

sure about. Here are a few that should raise 
the hair on the back of your neck:

1.	 The family schedule leaves the puppy 
alone for hours and hours. Although the buy-
ers are well intentioned, their life is overly 
crowded with other commitments. There are 
only 24 hours in a day, and puppies need a big 
chunk of time.

2.	 The buyer talks repeatedly about 
gwjjinsl3 Rfpj xzwj ~tzúwj sty jsfgqnsl f 
backyard breeder.

3.	 The puppy won’t live in the house. 
Don’t all the books warn, “Weimaraners can’t 
be relegated to the kennel”?

4.	 There’s 
st kjshji ~fwi ÷î
but we walk a lot.” 
You have to wonder 
how they feel about 
walks in pounding 
rain, sleet or snow, 
and broiling tem-
ujwfyzwjxöfsi itsúy 
forget those 2 A.M. “I 
gotta go out” pleas.

5.	 The buyer, 
or members of the 
family, have health 
issues that preclude 
the activity level 
needed for raising 

fsi rfnsyfnsnsl fs fhyn{j itl3 Gj|fwj |mjs 
there are repeated questions about allergies, 
strength of the dog, and how much they shed.

6.	 You suggest obedience training, and 
the response is, “I don’t need training classes, 
I know how to train my dogs by myself.” 
Then you have to wonder if the previous 
dogs were good solid family members or ter-
rors on paws who were banished to the back-
yard.

7.	 In conversation there’s a history of 
tymjw itlx ymfy ÷î inisúy |twp tzy3ø

8.	 The buyer has very limited money. 
Let’s face it, to keep a puppy in good con-

dition, it takes substantial funds for quality 
food, veterinary care and general mainte-
nance.

9.	 This one is sometimes hard to spot. 
The buyer evidences lack of savvy about ani-
mal behavior. There are people who don’t 
respond to the signals that we, as dog peo-
ple, take for granted. We’re not looking for 
Dr. Dolittle “talk to the animals” skill, but 
enough that the person is cognizant of canine 
communication.

10.	 You don’t have good rapport with the 
person. Placing puppies is not an exercise in 
making new friendships (that’s an occasional 
bonus). However, if you’re not comfortable 
with a person, it limits communication. It’s 
fqxt fs nxxzj tk |mjs ~tz hfsúy uzy ~tzw ăs-
ger on it but you have a gut reaction that a 
person is not a good match for your puppy. 
When in doubt, go with your gut; that might 
not be the right home.

The purpose of this column is not to send 
shudders of guilt about past mistakes. The 
purpose is to remind us all that placing pup-
pies is one of the hardest parts of breeding 
itlx3 Mtujkzqq~1 ynhpnsl tẍ f kj| ymnslx ymfy 
have “bitten” other breeders will help to get 
great homes for our wonderful gray dogs.

öHfwtqj Qjj Wnhmfwix1
zarasweimaraners@yahoo.com
Weimaraner Club of America 

Weimaraner puppies

mailto:zarasweimaraners%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.weimaranerclubofamerica.org
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Akitas
WE’RE BACK!

After a long break, the Akita column in the 
Gazette is back. Dr. Rebecca Kestle and I 

will be sharing this space to bring you topics 
of interest. Today’s column is to hopefully 
get you and your Akita back to having fun 
together with performance activities.

While most of us have had some type of 
change in our lives and daily routine due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, many of our dogs 
have also. Some of you worked from home, 
and your dog got to enjoy your presence … all 
… day … long. Others may have had increased 
hours away from home due to their employ-
ment. Either way, life has changed for us and 
our Akitas.

There were many changes to our dog activ-
ities also. Training classes cancelled, shows 
and trials cancelled. Even socializing our 
young dogs became a big challenge. 

Now that most restrictions have been lifted 
and we are slowly getting back to “normal,” 
our dog activities are opening also. Training 
classes are happily accepting clients, and dog 
shows and trials are available in most parts of 
the country.

For those of you who are still not able to 
fyyjsi ywnfqx fsi xmt|x1 FPH mfx tẍjwji {nw-
yzfqö~jx1 {nwyzfq&öwfqq~1 tgjinjshj1 flnqny~1 
and Trick titles, available to you and your 

dog from the comfort of your home. The 
complete rules are available on the AKC 
|jgxnyj3 Ln{j ny f yw~& 

^tz rf~ fqxt mf{j mjfwi fgtzy Gfws Mzsy 
and Fast CAT, two other areas that our breed 
can do well in. ACA members who compete 
in any sport are always willing to help and 
tẍjw xzuutwy3

Ymj FHF tẍjwx f [jwxfynqny~ uwtlwfr ymfy 
is open to all Akitas owned or bred by an 
ACA member. It is a wonderful and fun pro-

lwfr3 Ymjwj fwj inẍjwjsy qj{jqx tk fhmnj{j-
ment, and it is designed to keep you and your 
Fpnyf fhyn{j3 \mnqj fy ăwxy lqfshj ymj wzqjx 
make look daunting, it really is fun. Points for 
a championship to therapy work and even 
community service help earn the Versatility 
F|fwix3 Ymjwj nx fqxt f Gjlnssjw qj{jq ns ymj 
program. Akitas who may never be agility 
xyfwx gzy fwj Hfsnsj Ltti Hnyn jsx tw ytu 
Trick performers are just what this program 
is all about. 

The ACA Performance Committee mem-
bers are a great source of knowledge and are 
always willing to help and keep you moti-
vated. 

This year the ACA National will be in 
Topeka, Kansas, on September 20–25. There 
will be two rally and obedience trials. If you 
start training now, you can be ready to hit the 
rally ring. It is fun! 

The best part of rally is that you can talk to 
~tzw itl ymj jsynwj ynrjötw gjl fsi uqjfi 
for that last sit. The performance people at 
the national will be ringside cheering each 
team. They are a great group. 

If you are not ready just yet to enter a per-
formance sport you haven’t tried, get up very 
early and come and watch. You will have fun, 
and you’ll learn what it takes to get your dog 
ready for the performance ring. 

\j mf{j fqq gjjs ymjwjöymj ăwxy ynrj ns ymj 
wnsl1 ymj ăwxy ynrj yfpnsl ~tzw Fpnyf tẍ qjfxm1 
~tzw itl itnsl ymj iwjfiji ÷xsnẍ ymj jsynwj 
ring,” “kiss the judge,” or just having the 
zoomies to everyone’s delight but yours. You 
|nqq sj{jw ktwljy ~tzw ăwxy vzfqnk~nsl xhtwj tw 
ăwxy Mnlm ns Ywnfq&

Hope to see you and your Akita at the per-
formance ring!

öQnsif \tqk1
Okamiakitas@aol.com
The Akita Club of America

Don’t be afraid to try new dog sports with your Akita—the breed enjoys and can excel in a 
wide range of activities.

mailto:Okamiakitas%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.akitaclub.org
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Five list of the food rewards that they work 
mfwijxy ktwöymjnw {jw~ t|s Ut|jw U~wfrni&

The Power Pyramid
Picture this: You’re back in school, and 

you’ve been assigned a term paper on a new 
fsi htruqj} xzgojhyöqjyúx xf~ ts f sj| inx-
ht{jw~ ns ljsj ymjwfu~ ktw f xujhnăh hfshjw3 
Your entire grade depends on it; in fact, you 
|tsúy lwfizfyj zsqjxx ~tz ljy fs F ts ny& Gzy 
your school is unique: if you get an A, you also 
get a new car or truck of your choice, valued 
at up to $50,000! It’s no mystery: you’ll work 
exceptionally hard to learn about your subject, 
and craft your new knowledge into a solid, 
detailed, outstanding report and earn that 
incredible reward.

St|1 qjyúx fuuq~ ymnx htshjuy yt Rfqfrzyjx1 
and here’s our willing participant: my own 
Mfq1 Xmjpnsfm Mfqh~ts If~x fy Gjshmrfwp1 
pictured at 5 months of age, alongside his own 
Ut|jw U~wfrni? Pnjqgfxf wfspx ăwxy g~ kfw@ 
then beef in second place, followed by liver, 
hmnhpjs1 fsi hmjjxj3 ^tzúqq mf{j kzs ăsinsl 
~tzw t|s Rfqfrzyjúx Ut|jw U~wfrni fsi 
watching their learning curve develop right 
before your eyes!

Timing Is Everything
Let’s sum this up with an important 

reminder: Timing is truly everything. You 
need to be able to feed the reward within one 
actual second of your dog performing the 

desired behavior, in order for them to associ-
fyj ymj gjmf{ntw |nym ymj wj|fwiötymjw|nxj1 
you’ll be rewarding whatever they were doing, 
say, 30 seconds later. If that happened to be 
rolling on the ground with all four feet in the 
fnw1 ymfyúx |mfy ~tzúqq gj wj|fwinslöfsi 
what you can count on next time!

So here’s to you and your marvelous 
Rfqfrzyj fx ytljymjw ~tz jrgfwp ts ymj ot~x 
and challenges of training and a wonderful life 
of companionship. Regardless of our years in 
the sport, we never stop learning, as we focus 
ts |mfy f gqjxxnsl tzw Rfqfrzyjx fwj1 ns ymnx 
life we so dearly love.

öUm~qqnx N3 Mfrnqyts1
benchmark1946@gmail.com
Fqfxpfs Rfqfrzyj Hqzg tk Frjwnhf

Anatolian Shepherd Dogs
THE ANATOLIAN: A LIVESTOCK 
GUARDIAN DOG

Ln{jxythp lzfwinfs itlx -QLIx. fwj f 
recent addition to the shepherd’s toolkit 

in the United States. They have long been 
zxji fx f ăwxy qnsj tk ijkjsxj flfnsxy uwjifytwx 
in Europe and Asia, but it was only recently, 
in the mid 20th century, that they made their 
way into the U.S. Their use really did not 
catch on with American livestock producers 
until after the Endangered Species Act came 

into being in the 1970s, making it illegal to 
kill many of the apex predators that were 
cutting into American livestock producers’ 
bottom line. Dogs are seen as a “predator 
friendly” means of protecting livestock, since 
the decision to engage with the dog is entirely 
zu yt ymj uwjifytwö|fqpnsl f|f~ rjfsx ymj 
chance to get a meal from an unprotected 
property nearby, whereas engaging with the 
dogs lowers the predator’s chances of walking 
away unscathed. 

Since the 1970s, the U.S. government and 

several university systems have undertaken 
rfs~ xyzinjx ts ymj jẍjhyx tk zxnsl QLIx yt 
protect livestock. There is one group in partic-
ular that I want to share with the readers here, 
because it is a good resource for anyone who 
owns an Anatolian Shepherd, or any other 
QLI gwjji1 fsi |mt |fsyx yt qjfws rtwj 
about care and handling of working dogs, and 
it is near and dear to me because it is in my 
sfyn{j Yj}fx3 Ymfy lwtzu nx ymj Yj}fx F+R 
FlwnQnkj J}yjsxnts Qn{jxythp Lzfwinfs Itl 
Program. 

Anatolian Shepherd Dog

mailto:benchmark1946%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.alaskanmalamute.org


https://sanangelo.tamu.edu/research/lgd/
mailto:Eboracumk9%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://asdca.club


mailto:marggeiger%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.bmdca.org
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that of type, proportion, movement and other 
kzshyntsfq fyywngzyjx3 Ljsjwfq gfqfshj nx rtwj 
important than absolute size.” 

So, what does this mean, you might ask? 
What the standard is saying is that even 
though a dog looks very tall, massive, and 
impressive standing in line, it does not mean 
mj nx ymj tg{ntzx |nssjw3 Gnlljw nx not bet-
ter. Often, we see in the oversized dog a lack 
of substance and lumbering movement. He 
may also be lacking in depth of chest, spring 
of rib, as well as good bone. Remember, this 
is a working dog. He has purpose! Think 
of form following function. Endurance and 
sound working ability come from a balanced, 
well-proportioned dog. The moderate dog 
within the desired height and balanced pro-
portions will be able to do this job far longer 
and with greater ease than an oversized dog. 

A crucial piece to take away from the stan-
dard when thinking of size is: The desired 
height-to-length ratio is 9.5 to 10, and as per 
the standard, “The chest is oval shaped, deep 
and wide with well-sprung ribs. The bottom 
line of the chest extends to the elbows or 
below and is not less than 50 percent of the 
dog’s height measured from the withers.” 

\mnqj ymj Gqfhp WzxxnfsYjwwnjw nx sty 
considered a “head breed,” correct confor-
mation is still important. His head should 
be proportionate with the body and give an 

impression of strength and power. His head 
is equal in length to his neck, which sets at a 
45-degree angle. The planes of the skull and 
muzzle should be parallel, the back skull being 
slightly longer than the muzzle measured 
at the stop giving a 5:4 ratio. The head and 
muzzle should have substance and yet not be 
overdone. A wide neck and head can give the 
impression of a short neck. 

Eyes should be almond shaped, medium 
size, and dark in color. Light, round, or bulg-
ing eyes are a serious fault. Ears should be 
medium sized and set high on the head, but 
not above the level of the skull and should 
“fold” forward toward the front of the head. 
Ymj Gqfhp Wzxxnfs Yjwwnjwúx gnyj nx xhnxxtwx1 
with full dentition. Any deviation from the 
bite, or two or more missing teeth, is consid-
jwji f inxvzfqnăhfynts3

Ymj Gqfhp Wzxxnfs xmtzqi fq|f~x ln{j ymj 
impression of strength. Remember, he should 
have well-sprung ribs, and a deep, wide oval 
chest that extends to or pass the elbow. There 
is a slight slope from the top of his withers to 
f xywtsl1 ăwr gfhp3 Ymj ytu qnsj tk ymj Gqfhp 
Russian should always appear strong and 
wjrfns qj{jq |mnqj ns rtynts3 Rt{nsl ÷it|s-
hill,” roached back, or bouncing topline in 
a mature dog is incorrect for the breed and 
should not be rewarded. 

The back is broken down into a ratio of 

7?6?6öymfy nx1 gfhp1 yt qtns1 yt hwtzu3 Ymj qtns 
and croup should be wide and muscular, and 
his tail should be carried at an approximate 
45-degree angle, with a slight 5-6-degree angle 
of the croup. The tail may be docked or left 
natural, with the emphasis being on that of the 
tail-set. A natural tail should visually add to 
the overall balance and silhouette and should 
resemble a sickle or saber.

For a full, detailed look at the standard, 
uqjfxj lt yt ymj Gqfhp Wzxxnfs Yjwwnjw Hqzg 
website, where you can purchase your own 
copy of the beautifully illustrated standard. 

öJrnq~ Ktxyjw1
leighfost@gmail.com
Gqfhp Wzxxnfs Yjwwnjw Hqzg tk Frjwnhf

Boxers
INFORMATION, PLEASE!

So, you have decided you want to learn 
rtwj fgtzy ~tzw Gt}jw3 \mjwj it ~tz 

start?
With the development of the digital age, 

ymj tuutwyzsny~ tk ăsinsl f |tsijwkzq fsi 
healthy family companion is at the tip of your 
ăsljwx3 Ymj Frjwnhfs Gt}jw Hqzg tẍjwx f 
comprehensive website that allows one to 
ywf{jq ymwtzlm ymj mnxytw~ tk ymj gwjjiökwtr 
inception, to development, to importation 
to the U.S., and then the breed’s American 

Kennel Club recognition in 1904, up to and 
including today’s most pertinent information 
ts ymj Gt}jw gwjji3

A short trip through the website, constructed 
and continually updated by webmaster, Vicki 
Wtzsxf{nqqj2Rnqqfwi1 uwt{nijx f uqjymtwf tk 
information for the newly interested or experi-
enced breeder.

From the introduction, “the national parent 
hqzg nx ijinhfyji yt ymj |jqqgjnsl tk ymj Gt}jw 
gwjji3ø Fx Otms \flsjw -tkyjs hnyji fx ymj 
father of the breed) Wagner further states in 
his book, The Boxer: 

“Other breeds have pronounced special-
n ji yfqjsyx î mzsynsl1 mjwinsl1 ywfnqnsl1 fsi 
xt ts î gzy ktw f htrgnsfynts tk ymj tzy-
standing virtues of many, with the faults of 
kj|1 tzw Gt}jw nx ymj rtxy lnkyji tk hfsnsjx3 
For the man, woman, or child who wants an 
all-around dog, he has no equal. No other 
dog is more individual in appearance, more 
keenly intelligent, or sanely, even tempered. 
These virtues alone are priceless if the dog is 
to become a part of his master’s family, which 
he should for the well-being of all concerned. 
Ymj Gt}jw mfx f kfhzqy~ tk |twrnsl mnx |f~ 
into the good graces and the hearts of an 
jsynwj mtzxjmtqi3 Mj xjjrx yt tẍjw xtrjymnsl 
special to each person he meets. It’s astonish-
ing, but true.”

Ymj FGH |jgxnyj nx in{niji nsyt hfyjltwnjx?

http://www.brtca.org/shopping.html
mailto:leighfost%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.brtca.org/
https://www.americanboxerclub.org/


mailto:arribatali%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.americanboxerclub.org/
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The DPCA Top 20 committees determined 
that there were not enough shows or trials 
during the pandemic to warrant holding the 
events at our 2021 national. We were thrown 
into a world unfamiliar to us. Some became 
depressed; being home for months was not the 
stwr3 Rfs~ ufsijrnh qnyyjwx |jwj uqfssji1 
whelped, and raised. The tribe had to recreate 
their lives.

When the country began reopening in 
Ofszfw~1 r~ mtrj xyfyj |fx ymj ijxynsfynts 
for those from all over the country. They 
came for the Florida circuit, stayed for Ocala, 
then stayed for other Sunshine State shows. 
Ymjs rt{ji nsyt Ljtwlnf1 fsi stwym|fwi 
into the Carolinas as those states opened up 
again. The world was looking more familiar. 
Arms were outstretched into hugs, as mask 
mandates were also lifted. Smiles were ear-
to-ear as we regained the physical connection 
with other humans, as important to “dog peo-
ple” as their connections with their dogs.

When something we take for granted is 
gone, we realize how much more important 
the sidelines are. In the world of show dogs, 
we’ve come to understand the rings are, per-
haps, the least important part of why we are 
there.

öQjxqnj Mfqq1
pajant@aol.com
Doberman Pinscher Club of America 

German Pinschers
WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?

Ik ~tz mfi yt qnxy ymj ytu ă{j ymnslx ~tz qttp 
for when you’re looking for a particular 

breed, and for a particular dog within that 
gwjji1 |mfy |tzqi ~tzw ytu ă{j ymnslx gjD 

Ktw rj1 ymj y|t ymnslx fwj xqnlmyq~ inẍjwjsy3 
What I look for when I’m deciding on a par-
ticular breed of dog includes its historic pur-
pose, level of care and maintenance, overall 
health of the breed, energy level, and general 

temperament and per-
sonality. When consid-
ering a particular dog, 
I look at things that 
vary within the breed 
xzhm fx xujhnăh jsjwl~ 
and temperament 
within the normal 
range for the breed, 
and at the parents and 
grandparents. I also 
look at my particular 
needs at that particular 
time: How will this dog 
ăy |nym ymj tymjw itlx 
in my household? Will 
it get along with my 
current dogs, enjoy the 
sports I want to pursue, 
and be comfortable in 

my house, neighborhood, life?
N hmtxj Ljwrfs Unsxhmjwx gjhfzxj ymj~úwj f 

medium-sized, short-haired dog, and generally 
healthy. Their historic purpose as ratters and 
general farm dogs is one of the reasons the 
FPH nshqzijx ymjr ns ymj \twpnsl Lwtzu3 
They tend to be independent thinkers who 
like to work and particularly enjoy scent 
lfrjx qnpj stxj|twp1 Gfws Mzsy1 fsi ywfhpnsl 
as well as agility, obedience, and rally. One 
xujhnăh hwnyjwnts ktw rj |mjs N hmtxj ymnx 

breed was a dog I could pick up if I had to. 
Ljwrfs Unsxhmjwx ljsjwfqq~ |jnlm gjy|jjs 
30 and 45 pounds, which means that as they 
get older (and I get older) I can help them in 
and out of the car and up and down stairs in 
the event of an emergency, or just as a little 
extra help every day.

Once you decide on a breed like the 
Ljwrfs Unsxhmjw1 nyúx nrutwyfsy yt ăsi f 
good, responsible, and ethical breeder who 
can not only provide information about the 
gwjji1 nyx mnxytw~1 fsi fs~ xujhnăh ymnslx yt gj 
aware of, but also help match the right puppy 
to you. Responsible breeders know their dogs, 
have sound reasons for their breedings and 
watch the puppies in the litter, noting their 
development and tendencies. 

It’s also important to be clear, to yourself 
particularly, about what you’re looking for. 
As I said above, some of my criteria include 
getting along with my current dogs, enjoying 
the sports I want to pursue, and living happily 
in my neighborhood and with my lifestyle. 
Stymnsl nx lzfwfsyjjiöktw j}fruqj1 sjnymjw 
the dog nor I know until we try how well we’ll 
work as a team or how far we can get in a 
particular sport, but knowing what I want and 
ăsinsl f gwjjijw |mt pst|x |mfy ymj~ú{j 
produced will get me as close as possible to 
a great companion and the ability to achieve 
many of my external goals. It’s all part of the 

German Pinscher

mailto:pajant%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.DPCA.org


mailto:charmingbillie%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.germanpinscher.org
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ymnx mfuujsD Fx qfyj fx 6=:5 ymj Gnl X|nxx 
Rtzsyfns Itl htzqi gj ktzsi fqq t{jw 
Switzerland. Then, imported dogs of famous 
sfrjx fsi |nym ujinlwjjx wjuqfhji mnrömj1 
“the common butcher´s dog without descent 
and name of breed.” One did not see the fact 
that he was to be found everywhere: proof the 
animal to be a balanced, indigenous native 
old race of better, higher content, better than 
ymj inxuqfhjwx3 G~ 6==5 mj |fx fqrtxy ytyfqq~ 
undiscoverable.

Then, on a journey, our friend Franz 
Schertenleib met in Schöntannen, 
Switzerland, between the towns of 
Xhm|fw jsgjwl fsi Lzwsnljq f gnl itl qnpj 
he never had seen before. Colored as the 
Dürrbächler but with short hair and a stron-
ger, bigger build.

Franz Schertenleib was so impressed by the 
animal that he bought it and brought it to 
ymj oziljx2wnsl ytljymjw |nym mnx Gjwsjxj ns 
September 1908. He wanted to know if the 
dog was something special, he expected no 
evaluation, he said. I, the judge looked at the 
dog strictly, then I joyfully shouted, “There, 
~tz mf{j wjht{jwji ymj gnl eGq¯ÌÐ`8b `bläss, or 
gqf jb1 gjqnj{ji qtxy& Ymj Gnl X|nxx Rtzsyfns 
Dog.” And with that remark I gladly gave him 
f wfynsl tk ÷{tw Älqnhmø j}hjqqjsy fsi ymj ăwxy 
prize. Possibly this breed was to be rescued.

And with these words the race was bap-

yn ji1 fsi ymj XPL -Xhm|jn jw P~stqtlnxhmj 
Ljxjqqxhmfky2X|nxx H~stqtlnhfq Xthnjy~. |fx 
ymj gfuynxrfq rfni3 Ytif~1 ÷Gjqqt {tr 
XhmqtÌlzyø |tzqi xynqq gj f |nssjw3 Xtts 
Franz Schertenleib, the eager searcher, looked 
ktw1 ktzsi1 fsi gwtzlmy tymjw Gnl X|nxx 
Rtzsyfns Itlx1 qnpj ÷Gfww~ø ktw Rw3 Nrmtk1 
fsi ÷Gjqqnsjø ktw Rw3 Ofzxxn fsi xtrj tym-
ers. The ancestors of a whole race now were 
ytljymjw& Ltti qzhp yt ~tz1 rzqynuq~&

Of course, if we wanted to rescue the old 
breed, we could not be modestly silent. At 
ăwxy1 ymj~ |jwj inxhzxxji ns ymj oziljxÐ wjutwyx 
and requested for further search for the still 
existing breed, then exhibited. At a follow-

ing exhibition there 
were 4, then 8, then 
65 ÷Gnl X|nxxø uwj-
sented. Our presi-
dent now estimates 
the number at about 
300. Some 28 years 
ago we, the deceased 
or decrepit, found 
our breed again and 
recognized it. All of 
you have now, for a 
quarter of a century 
bred, educated, and 
practically held her 
and raised her.

R~ mjfwy~ ymfspx yt fqq tk ~tz fsi jxujhnfqq~ 
the leaders of our clubs together with this plea: 
Be faithful to our club and our breed, faithful as the 
Big Mountain Dog.

öIw3 Fqgjwy Mjnr1 Rf~ q1 6>8;
Translation notes:
[1] Despite actual habits, the name of the 

breed is translated correctly.
[2] Rothöhe is a hilltop overlooking 

Gzwlitwk |mjwj Kwfs  Xhmjwyjsqjng qn{ji3 
Xhmjwyjsqjng |fx ymj ăwxy wjlnxyjwji rjr-
ber in the Klub für grosse Schweitzer 
Xjssjsmzsi3 Gjxnijx fs firnwjw tk itlx1 mj 
was also a wine dealer.

[3] A dog with a broad white marking over 

the nose and forehead was a Bläss. Note: 
Among farmers and the majority of the rural 
utuzqfynts1 ymjwj |jwj st xujhnăh gwjji 
names for their dogs; they simply didn’t care. 
The local dogs were called names depending 
on their colors. If the dog had a marked white 
collar closed over the back, he was called a 
Ringgi. A dog with a broad white marking over 
the nose and forehead was a Bläss. When the 
white marking was less pronounced or even 
missing, he was a Bäri. In the Emmental, 
this dog was also called Gelbbäckler (“yellow 
cheeks”) or because of his yellow marks over 
the eyes Vieräugler (“four eyes”).

Pictures are from the Natural History Museum in 
Bern, Switzerland.

Lwjfyjw X|nxx Rtzsyfns Itl Hqzg tk 
America

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog

http://www.gsmdca.org
http://www.gsmdca.org
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Komondorok
THE CHALLENGES OF KOMONDOR 
BREED EDUCATION

Teaching about Komondors has chal-
lenges. The breed is obscured by a heavy 

htfy |mnhm qttpx vznyj inẍjwjsy fy inẍjwjsy 
ages. There are rarely large entries, so almost 
no judge can get practical experience to use 
when they do get a large entry. We also have 
advantages in teaching our breed. Physically, 
under the coat the Komondor is not an 
unusual dog. We have an AKC standard and 
a couple of versions of foreign standards which 
describe the breed well. We have a collection 
of pictures in our PowerPoint presentation 

and our Illustrated Standard showing good 
examples with and without coat. 

When getting an important point across in 
adult education one piece of guidance is: Say 
what you are going to say, say it, and then 
say what you said. Another good plan is to: 
describe it with words, show a picture of it, 
and use numbers to describe it. When teach-
ing about our rare breed we must use all of 
these techniques. 

Our standard says, “The body is slightly lon-
ger than the height at the withers.” A recent 
Hungarian standard says the trunk length is 

optimally 104 per-
cent of the height, 
with an acceptable 
range of 100–108 
percent. Our stan-
dard says the body 
is “powerful, (with a) 
deep chest, which is 
muscular and pro-
portionately wide.” 
The same recent 
Hungarian standard 
says the chest width 
is 28 percent of the 
height, so a 28½-
inch tall Komondor 
is 8 inches wide. So 
given the description 

in our standard and those numerical measure-
ments, the Komondor body can be pictured 
as a slightly rectangular Doberman, with more 
substance than an ideal Doberman. 

Continuing the approximate Doberman 
analogy, we can discuss how to evaluate 
a densely coated Komondor under the 
coat, standing and on the move. Imagine 
that slightly rectangular and overly robust 
Doberman standing in front of you. Close 
~tzw j~jx3 Htzqi ~tz xynqq ăsi ymj pj~ xywzh-
tural elements (shoulder and rear angles, 
length of neck and ribcage, amount of bone, 

proportion, breadth of top skull and muzzle) 
of the dog with your hands? Of course. Now 
send that imaginary Doberman around and 
down and back. Only watch its footfall, reach 
and drive, and balance at the feet and topline. 
Ini ~tz ăsi tzy jstzlm yt j{fqzfyj nyx xtzsi-
sjxx1 fsi rt{jrjsy jẎhnjsh~ fsi xy~qjD Tk 
course. This is how the key elements of struc-
ture and movement must be evaluated on a 
heavily coated Komondor. 

For judges, they can bring their abilities 
to evaluate smooth-coated dogs into the 
Komondor ring. For Komondor breed-
ers, they should go watch Dobermans, 
Rottweilers, and maybe even Salukis and Irish 
Wolfhounds in the ring, because it is awfully 
hard to learn how to appreciate structure, 
proportion, and movement from scratch on 
dense- and variably coated Komondors. 

Komondors in lovely coat look great, but are 
they better? The photos on this page show a 
9-month-old and a 3-year-old. Which one is 
better? They both have nice toplines and size. 
The adult seems to have a better neck and 
stands over his front well. The puppy seems 
to have more rear angles at knee and hock, he 
rnlmy gj hqtxjw yt ozxy tẍ xvzfwj3 Tk htzwxj1 
they are the same dog. Does the corded coat 
typify Komondor type? Some years ago, we 
fxpji Fssj Wtljwx Hqfwp mt| xmj ijăsji 
type in Komondors. She said it was the out-

Komondor coat looks quite different at different ages. Left is  a 9-month-
old, before cording; right, a 3-year-old, corded.
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line. Asked for more detail, she said “outline” 
|fx ymj Ąt|nsl qnsj kwtr f uwtziq~ mjqi mjfi 
down a strong neck and smoothly into a level 
short topline and a well-rounded rump. This 
dog shows that at both ages. Neither age is 
better.

The Komondor Club of America has an 
excellent Illustrated Standard available on its 
website. I suggest that breeders and judges 
alike take advantage of it. 

öJwnh Qnjgjx1
ericliebes@earthlink.net
Komondor Club or America

Leonbergers

This month we revisit some insights on 
training the Leonberger from Astrid 

Robitaille, written in 2018.

PATIENCE AND PROOFING
I’ve trained and titled many breeds that are 

considered “nontraditional” and are scarcely 
seen gracing the competitive obedience rings: 
f Rfqfrzyj1 f ăjqi2gwji Jslqnxm Utnsyjw1 
y|t wjynwji wfhnsl Lwj~mtzsix -st| that 
was a challenge!), Leonbergers, and now a 
Portuguese Water Dog. All presented unique 
training challenges. 

For instance, many retired racers are not 
very comfortable in a sitting position, and 

mine were no exception. The Pointer was 
{jw~ ăjqi2gwji fsi mfi ymj fyyjsynts xufs tk 
f lsfy3 [jw~ jfljw yt uqjfxj1 gzy ijăsnyjq~ 
not the brightest bulb on the tree, and once 
she learned a behavior it became <the rule, the 
default setting to which she reverted when she 
|fx zsxzwj |mfy N |fsyji3 Ymj Rfqfrzyj 
was very Leo-like in a lot of ways, doing things 
in her own good time, at her own pace, and 
shutting down out of boredom when I wasn’t 
careful about limiting repetition. 

Perhaps the brightest dog I’ve ever trained, 
yet the most challenging, is my current PWD 
bitch. She’s really busting my training chops 
and making me rethink strategies like never 
before. 

When the subject of training comes up, I’ve 
seen many Leonberger folk heave an exasper-
ated sigh and say, “Leonbergers just aren’t 
cut out for obedience,” or “Obedience with 

Leonbergers is always interesting, and hum-
bling!” This bothers me, because in my expe-
rience, Leonbergers are not “special snow-
Ąfpjxø |mjs ny htrjx yt ywfnsnsl3 Ywzj1 j{jw~ 
breed is unique, and every individual presents 
ymj ywfnsjw |nym inẍjwjsy qjfwsnsl xy~qjx1 
strengths, and weaknesses, but I think we are 
often too quick to assign the label “creative 
Leonberger obedience” to a less than stellar 
performance when what we should be doing 
is looking inward and asking ourselves, “Does 
my dog really understand what I am asking, 
and reliably execute the behavior? Have I suc-
cessfully faded out food lures and immediate 
rewards? Have we practiced with distractions? 
On grass? Around other dogs? With a ‘judge’ 
following us around the ring, clipboard in 
hand?” What seems reliable in our familiar 
training class or backyard can quickly unravel 
in an unfamiliar, high-stress environment, and 
as our stress levels rise, the leash conducts that 
stress right to the dog. 

In my opinion, training a Leonberger is 
st inẍjwjsy ymfs ywfnsnsl fs~ tymjw gwjji tw 
rn}3 Ymj ywnhp nx ăsinsl ymj wnlmy htrgnsf-
tion of training methods that work for your 
Leonberger, and then putting in the time to 
build consistency and solidify the behaviors. 
I think we sell our breed short when it comes 
to performance. Are they likely to rack up 
MNYx |nym ymj kwjvzjsh~ ymfy Ltqijsx fsi 

Gtwijw Htqqnjx xjjr ytD Uwtgfgq~ sty3 Gzy sjn-
ther should we lower our expectations simply 
because “it’s a Leonberger.” Patience is crucial, 
and it’s often easier preached than practiced. 

I’m guilty of that, most recently with my 
young bitch. Several friends from my training 
group were entering a local trial, and despite 
my nagging misgivings about our level of pre-
paredness, I sent in my entry. I told myself 
that she’s a smart dog, I’m a decent trainer, 
fsi rf~gj xmjúqq uzqq tẍ f rnwfhqj3 

Fx uwnij ltjym gjktwj f kfqq1 xzẎhj ny yt xf~ 
that there was no miracle. Dismal though it 
was, our lackluster performance was in no way 
her fault but rested squarely on my shoulders. 
Though she worked amazingly well for me in 
class and at home, the busy, stressful, loud all-
breed venue overwhelmed her, and she shut 
down. 

So back we are at square one, building con-
ăijshj fsi xtqnink~nsl mjjq utxnynts3 Xmj mfx 
Open exercises down pat, but until her heel-
nsl fsi wnsl htsăijshj fwj wthp xtqni |nym fqq 
sorts of distractions, we won’t set foot back in 
the Novice ring. That is, unless I break down 
and follow the crowd again. Turns out we 
humans, the half of the team with the more 
developed brains and opposable thumbs, are 
rzhm mfwijw yt ywfns ymfs tzw itlx& öAstrid 
Robitaille, 2015

Leonberger Club of America

Leonberger

mailto:ericliebes%40earthlink.net?subject=
http://komondorclubofamerica.org
http://leonbergerclubofamerica.com


mailto:klc%40klcassociates.com?subject=
http://mastiff.org/


JULY 2021AKC GAZETTE 59

TY
 F

O
S

TE
R

 F
O

R
 A

K
C

Neapolitan Mastiffs
”IT’S ALL POLITICS!”—OR IS IT?

We’ve all heard the phrase “It’s all pol-
itics.” If you’re like me, you’ve said 

ny fy f ynrj tw y|t ~tzwxjqk3 Gzy |mfy itjx 
this mean? And is it true? And perhaps most 
important: Is it always bad?

I’ve thought about this for a long time, 
noodled it around inside my head. Seems to 
me that we use the phrase “It’s all politics” 
yt nruq~ ymfy ymj ă} |fx ns3 Ymfy ymjwj |fx 
xtrjymnsl tzyxnij ymj {nxngqj kfhyx ymfy nsĄz-
enced someone’s choice or vote and thus 
fẍjhyji ymj tzyhtrj3 Ymfy xtrjtsjúx fyynyzij 
nshtwwjhyq~ nsĄzjshji f ijhnxnts3 Tw j{js ymfy 
one or two persons actively colluded in some 
improper way. The implication is also nearly 
always that it’s not fair, and that politics is 
bad.

In our world of dogs and clubs, the accu-
sation of “politics” most often comes when 
actions are voted on in meetings, during club 
elections, and at dog shows when judges make 
ymjnw ăsfq xjqjhyntsx3

I’ve come to the conclusion that something 
is “political” if you do something you normally 
would not do because of who is involved. Also, 
usually if this is for some sort of personal gain. 
Gzy1 N fqxt ymnsp ymfy nyúx sty fq|f~x gfi3

Suppose you vote for (or against) a motion 

because you either like or dislike the indi-
vidual who has presented it, not because of 
the motion itself. That’s politics if you would 
mf{j {tyji inẍjwjsyq~ nk ny |jwj xtrjtsj jqxj3 
Even worse, suppose you vote the way you did 
because someone you know or trust or want to 
impress has told you to do so because of their 
own likes (or dislikes.) That’s politics.

Gzy nk xtrjtsj ~tz |fsy yt nruwjxx yjqqx ~tz 
to vote for in a certain way and that is the way 
you were intending to vote anyway for your 
own valid reasons, that’s not politics. It’s also 
not politics if you don’t have a strong opinion 
one way or another and someone explains 
how and why they are planning on voting, 
and you can agree, so you do. Not necessarily, 
anyway.

If you and your friends 
happen to agree on some-
thing and end up voting 
the same way, even if it 
creates a “voting bloc,” it 
is not politics. It is simply 
the normal result of peo-
ple of similar attitudes, 
experiences, and goals 
who share similar opin-
ions. 

It is a normal human 
tendency to was to “go 
along” with others you 
like or respect. And there 

nx vznyj f sfyzwfq yjsijsh~ yt gj nsĄzjshji g~ 
personal dislikes. We are all still too much like 
little kids picking their friends to be on their 
baseball team. 

Fsi ăsfqq~1 ÷utqnynhxø nxsúy fq|f~x gfi3 
Sometimes it is good to impress or honor 
someone. As long as it’s not done to further 
your own personal goals or positions and there 
is no lasting harm, why not? That’s the murk-
iness of “politics.” It’s not the fact of voting (or 
picking a dog); it’s the reason behind the act. 

Each of us must regularly examine our own 
reasons for our attitudes. I call it “turning your 
thinking sideways.” What if someone else were 
to present the same issue; would I vote the 
same way? If someone else handled that dog, 

would I still pick the same dog? If yes, then it’s 
sty utqnynhx3 Nk st1 |jqq î

The fact is that it is very hard to infer some-
one else’s motives by watching their actions. 
Each of us must give some leeway when judg-
nsl xtrjtsj jqxj3 Itsúy fxxzrj3 Ozxy gjhfzxj 
you know two individuals do not get along, do 
not assume that every vote on opposite sides of 
an issue is because of that dislike. 

Tshj fy f itl xmt|1 f ozilj f|fwiji Gjxy 
tk Gwjji yt f itl t|sji fsi mfsiqji g~ f 
good friend. I overheard the following ringside 
conversation:

First observer (with obvious disgust): “It’s all 
politics. The judge picked that dog because it 
was so-and-so’s dog.”

Second observer (placatingly): “No, the 
judge picked that dog because he liked it the 
best.”

Knwxy tgxjw{jw -f qnyyqj inxlwzsyqji.? ÷TP îø
Second observer (going for the win): “The 

judge liked that dog best because it was 
so-and-so’s dog.”

UtqnynhxD Rf~gj3 Rf~gj sty3 Ymj tsq~ 
way to say yes is if the dog so clearly did not 
ijxjw{j ymj unhp ymfy ymj ăsfq xjqjhynts nx 
shocking to the most casual of ringside watch-
ers. 

Tymjw|nxj î ln{j újr f gwjfp&
öRfwlfwjy W3 -Ujll~. \tqkj1 
Margaret.peggy.wolfe@gmail.com

Neapolitan Mastiff

mailto:Margaret.peggy.wolfe%40gmail.com?subject=


http://www.neapolitan.org
mailto:bearscamp%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ncanewfs.org
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Health: PWDCA members have been 
exceedingly active and concerned about the 
t{jwfqq mjfqym tk ymjnw gjqt{ji gwjji3 Rfs~ 
research programs have been supported by 
the club and its members all for the better-
ment of the breed.

Rescue: PWDCA Rescue began, and has 
been very successful, as a small group of mem-
bers noted the need for rescuing, evaluation 
and placement of all PWDs that had been 
given up or abandoned by their owners or 
found in shelters, or when a breeder is in need 
of help. PWD Rescue has grown over the 
years and now has representatives all across 
the country who volunteer in times of need.

Membership: in the beginning, a small group 
of sixteen owners came together to form the 
club. Now members, in the hundreds, come 
from across the USA come together to devote 
ymjnw ynrj fsi jẍtwyx tk hfwnsl ktw fsi ujwujy-
uating the “wonderful world of water dogs,” a 
breed they love deeply.

The Portuguese Water Dog Foundation, an orga-
nization founded by PWD owners who are 
“dedicated to funding canine medical research 
kthzxji ts nxxzjx ymfy fẍjhy ymj mjfqym fsi 
well-being of PWDs everywhere.” Working 
closely with but independent of the PWDCA, 
great research progress has been made in 
eliminating and/or developing testing for cer-
tain medical problems that can occur in the 

PWD.
Sjjiqjxx yt xf~1 N mf{j tsq~ ht{jwji gwnjĄ~ 

certain important aspects of a most incredi-
ble and unique organization, the PWDCA. 
Looking ahead, may the PWD and the 
PWDCA have many, many more years of suc-
cess in all their endeavors.

Obrigata to all PWD members and owners 
who have worked tirelessly for so many years 
to promote and maintain the natural tenden-
cies of the breed.

R~ xnshjwj ymfsp ~tz yt The Courier for the 
wonderful Winter 2020 issue that provided 
me with all the great information. For more, 
please go to the club website below.

öHfwtqj Uwfslqj~2RhN{tw 
Portuguese Water Dog Club of America 

Rottweilers
DON’T HOLD BACK ON SOCIALIZATION 
OF THE PUP YOU HELD BACK!

A problem I often see in young, purebred 
itlxöns fqq gwjjixöhtrjx kwtr ymj 

common practice of “growing a puppy out.” 
It’s understandable when a breeder has a nice, 
promising puppy to hold it back for oneself, to 
see how the pup develops. It’s a good idea for 
a breeder to keep their options open. Pup can 
always be placed later in a pet home or per-
haps with someone who likes to show and can 

add prestige to your kennel name.
Gzy gwjjijwx tkyjs fqwjfi~ mf{j tymjw itlx3 

Some are older and retired, low-maintenance 
dogs. Some are adults, actively involved in 
showing, breeding, training, and competing. 
Thus, the youngsters are often last to get the 
fyyjsynts ymfy nx xt ijxujwfyjq~ sjjiji ymj ăwxy 

several months of life. They often spend their 
days in a kennel run, with another pup or dog 
at home, or in a crate waiting for their turn to 
come out and play.

Those days up to the “golden” milestone of 
16 weeks (give or take) are the biggest oppor-
tunity you will have to socialize and expose 

Rottweiler

https://pwdca.org


mailto:jillymillygsrc%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.amrottclub.org
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http://www.shca.org
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÷St1 Rzwum~1 ymj~ |fsy ~tz yt gj qzshm3ø 
Ron yelled, stamping his feet. The coyotes 
xqzsp tẍ3

Mountain Lions
Rtzsyfns qntsx -Puma concolor), also known 

as cougars, panthers, and puma, are the 
largest American wildcats and fourth largest 
worldwide. They have round heads, erect 
ears, powerful jaws, and retractable claws. 
They can climb and lurk in trees, jump 18 feet 
from the ground into trees, and outrun you at 
85õ95 rnqjx ujw mtzw3 Rtzsyfns qntsx fwj xm~ 
predators, hunting at dusk through the night 
into dawn, usually avoiding humans, but we 
see them often in daytime; there’s a mountain 
lion den across our canyon. 

One day, we returned from errands to see 
a young lion lounging at the far end of our 
shady driveway. He lifted his head, blinked, 
seemed to say, “Oh, hiya,” and went back to 
his nap. Another time, returning late from a 
dog show, Ron checked the yard before letting 
out our Standard Schnauzers. From our patio-
to-deck stairs, an adult mountain lion stared 
up at him. He ordered, “Shoo!” The shy cat 
departed. 

While there have been fewer than 100 fatal 
mountain lion attacks in North America in the 
past hundred years, don’t dismiss mountain 
lions as overgrown pussycats. If a mountain 
lion stalks you and your dog, gather your dog 

close, but don’t turn your back. The cat sees 
~tz fx uwj~öxt don’t behave like prey:

• Don’t run away from the cat; running stim-
ulates its chase response. 

• If you’re out for a run, stop, facing the cat. 
Ê Fuujfw qfwljw ymfs ~tz fwjö|f{j ~tzw 

fwrx1 Ąfu ~tzw ofhpjy1 qnky ~tzw gnpj3
Ê Itsúy hwtzhm it|söymnx utxyzwj nx xzg-

missive and weak, inviting attack. 
Ê Rfnsyfns j~j htsyfhy |nym ymj hfy1 xujfpnsl 

ăwrq~1 hfqrq~1 qtziq~3 
• Throw stones, sticks, anything you can 

reach without bending down. 
Ê Nk fyyfhpji1 ălmy gfhpögjnsl |tzsiji nx 

better than being dead.
When we hike mountain or canyon trails with 

our Standard Schnauzers, we load our pockets 
with stones and carry a stout stick both to help 
cross steep, rough spots and to use as a weapon. 
Rtzsyfns qntsx ns ymj |jxyjws Z3X3 hfs |jnlm 
250 pounds, whereas female Florida panthers 
f{jwflj fgtzy =5 utzsix3 Rtzsyfns qnts 
sounds range from a low grumbly growl to a 
high-pitched, sustained scream, almost like that 
of a distressed woman.

Bears 
Three species of bears populate North 

America: brown bears (Ursus arctos), with 15 
subspecies, including grizzly bears and Kodiak 
bears, who have lived exclusively on Alaska’s 
Kodiak archipelago in isolation for 12,000 

years; black bears (Ursus americanus, photo from 
our backyard camera); and polar bears (Ursus 
maritimus). Their average weights are 700, 500, 
fsi >55 utzsix1 wjxujhyn{jq~3 Gqfhp gjfwx hfs 
be red, blonde, blue, chocolate, and cinna-
rts1 fx |jqq fx gqfhp3 Gtym gwt|s fsi gqfhp 
bears are excellent tree climbers, so when 
out in bear country, look up! Polar bears are 
carnivorous, but brown and black bears are 
omnivorous. None view humans or dogs as 
food sources unless in depleted habitat. 

Attacks from black and polar bears on 
humans are rare. Attacks from grizzlies are 
more common, usually occurring because a 
human or dog has threatened the bear’s food 
source (such as berry bushes or garbage recep-
tacles), cubs, or space. 

Never interfere with a mama bear defending 
her cubs. In bear encounters, do not run or 
climb a tree. All bears can outrun, outclimb, 
and outswim you and your dog. 

If you encounter a bear, or are somewhere 
you might encounter one:

• Pick up small children, and leash your dog. 
Ê Rt{j xnij|f~x xqt|q~1 pjjunsl ymj gjfw ns 

sight. 
Ê Rfpj ~tzwxjqk fx qfwlj fx utxxngqj1 xyfsi 

tall, wave your arms. 
• Speak in a calm voice to your child or dog 

so the bear realizes you are human. 
• Carry bear spray containing capsaicin. 

• Fasten bear bells to your dog’s collar, alert-
ing bears you and your dog’s approach. 

 Reading and sipping my morning tea last 
Ozsj1 N qttpji zu yt xjj f gnl1 gqtsij gqfhp 
gjfw xyfsinsl ts tzw xjhtsi2Ąttw ijhp1 uf|nsl 
at our hummingbird feeder about two feet from 
the bedroom door. I quietly called, “There’s a 
bear on the deck!” Ron came running with his 
camera and took a series of photos. 

Qfyjw1 kzwymjw zu tzw rjxf1 Lfrj + Knxm 
found the bear with two cubs. The bear fam-
nq~ |fx hfuyzwji fsi wjqthfyji yt ymj Lnqf 
\nqijwsjxx ns xtzym|jxy Sj| Rj}nht3 

öXz fssj Y3 Xrnym -Qtx Fqfrtx1 Sj| 
Rj}nht.1 WustefuchsSS@aol.com

Standard Schnauzer Club of America
Sources: 
http://northamericannature.com/10-most-danger-

ous-mammals-in-north-america/ https://www.wild-
lifeillinois.org/gallery/mammals/cat-like-or-dog-like/
coyote/ 

https://dogtime.com/how-to/pet-safety/60565-
protect-dog-coyote-attacks

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/home-living/
coyote-attacks-protecting-dogs/ https://deepertrails.
com/mountain-lion-stalking/ https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=v1Sxtz0UpEI 

https://abc7.com/pets-animals/video-teens-
kjsix2tẍ2gjfw2fyyfhpnsl2kfrnq~2itlx2ns2xthfq 2gfhp-
yard/10727690

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/bears/safety.htm 

mailto:WustefuchsSS%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.StandardSchnauzer.org
http://northamericannature.com/10-most-dangerous-mammals-in-north-america/ 
http://northamericannature.com/10-most-dangerous-mammals-in-north-america/ 
https://www.wildlifeillinois.org/gallery/mammals/cat-like-or-dog-like/coyote/
https://www.wildlifeillinois.org/gallery/mammals/cat-like-or-dog-like/coyote/
https://www.wildlifeillinois.org/gallery/mammals/cat-like-or-dog-like/coyote/
https://dogtime.com/how-to/pet-safety/60565-protect-dog-coyote-attacks
https://dogtime.com/how-to/pet-safety/60565-protect-dog-coyote-attacks
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/home-living/coyote-attacks-protecting-dogs/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/home-living/coyote-attacks-protecting-dogs/
https://deepertrails.com/mountain-lion-stalking/ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1Sxtz0UpEI
https://deepertrails.com/mountain-lion-stalking/ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1Sxtz0UpEI
https://deepertrails.com/mountain-lion-stalking/ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v1Sxtz0UpEI
https://abc7.com/pets-animals/video-teens-fends-off-bear-attacking-family-dogs-in-socal -backyard/10
https://abc7.com/pets-animals/video-teens-fends-off-bear-attacking-family-dogs-in-socal -backyard/10
https://abc7.com/pets-animals/video-teens-fends-off-bear-attacking-family-dogs-in-socal -backyard/10
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/bears/safety.htm
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      ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates will be
held at the Doubletree Newark Airport
Hotel on Tuesday, September 14, 2021. For
the sole purpose of conducting the vote for
the Delegate Standing Committees, the
meeting will be called to order at 9:00 a.m.

After those present at that time have voted,
the Delegate Meeting will recess to begin the
Forum (approximately 1 hour in duration).
The Delegate Meeting will reconvene follow-
ing the conclusion of the Forum at which
time anyone who had not yet voted will have
the opportunity to do so, then the polls will
be closed.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Jackson Tennessee Dog Fanciers

Association 

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS 
Neil H. Butterklee, Esq., Ronkonkoma,

NY, American Chinese Crested Club
Eleanor S. Campbell, Ambler, PA,

Morris Hills Dog Training Club 
Toni E. Doake, Norman, OK,

Town and Country Kennel Club 
Jennifer Modica, Cape May Court House,

NJ, Union County Kennel Club 
Kevin W. O’Connell, Commerce City, CO,

Terry-All Kennel Club 

Betty Winthers, Lynnwood, WA,
Pasanita Obedience Club 

NOTICE
As a result of an Event Committee deter-

mination the following individual stands
suspended of AKC privileges.  It should be
noted that this determination may still be
appealed and may be reversed.  Upon ex-
piration of the appeal process, an appro-
priate notice describing the status of the
individual’s suspension, if any, will appear
in this column:

Ms. Kathy McCoubrey (Lubbock, TX)
Ms. Donna Nagengast (Naples, FL)
Ms. Becky Raines (Edmond, OK)

NOTICE
Ms. Brittany Phelps (Granite Falls, NC)

Action was taken by the Spirit of the
Heartland Kennel Club for conduct at its
May 6, 2021 event.  Ms. Phelps was
charged with inappropriate, abusive, or
foul language.  The Staff Event Committee
reviewed the Event Committee’s report
and set the penalty at a reprimand and
$100 fine. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
Ms. Julie Osborn (Fairfield, CA) Action

was taken by the Two Cities Kennel Club
for conduct at its May 15, 2021 event.  Ms.
Osborn was charged with failure to prop-

erly control a dog at an event.  The Staff
Event Committee reviewed the Event Com-
mittee’s report and set the penalty at a
three-month event suspension and $500
fine, effective May 15, 2021. (Labrador Re-
trievers)

NOTICE
Mr. Javier Torres (Las Vegas, NV) Action

was taken by the Apple Valley Kennel Club
for conduct at its April 10, 2021 event.  Mr.
Torres was charged with inappropriate,
abusive, or foul language.  The Staff Event
Committee reviewed the Event Commit-
tee’s report and set the penalty as a one-
month event suspension and $500 fine,
effective April 21, 2021. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended the following
individuals from all AKC privileges for life
and imposed a $10,000 fine, for conduct
prejudicial to purebred dogs, purebred
dog events, or the best interests of the
American Kennel Club based on their vio-
lation of the AKC’s Judicial or Administra-
tive Determination of Inappropriate
Treatment Policy:

Effective December 22, 2020:
Ms. Laura Roberts (Jessup, MD)
Multiple Breeds
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RALPH DEL DEO, ESQ., CHAIR
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BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 
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DR. KLAUS ANSELM

CHARLES FOLEY
ROGER HARTINGER
MEDORA HARPER

DR. ROBERT MYALL
BERNARD SCHWARTZ

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK
JAMES WHITE

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
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BARBARA PENNY, ESQ.
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CLASS OF 2019
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CLASS OF 2021
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BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 

BARBARA PENNY, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
THERESA DOWELL, ESQ

EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS
DR. KLAUS ANSELM

KATHI BROWN
CHARLES FOLEY

MEDORA HARPER
DONNA HERZIG
CARL HOLDER

LAURIE MAULUCCI
DR. ROBERT MYALL

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
ROBERT STEIN

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK
SYLVIA THOMAS

  PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
BILL TEAGUE

ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2022
CHRISTOPHER L. SWEETWOOD

HAROLD “RED” TATRO III 
ANN WALLIN

CLASS OF 2023
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

CLASS OF 2024
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT
KAROLYNNE M. MCATEER

CLASS OF 2025
RITA J. BIDDLE, ESQ.
DOMINIC P. CAROTA
DR. THOMAS DAVIES
THOMAS POWERS

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio

RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding
the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breed-
ing for type and function.

Founded in 1884, theAKCand its affiliated organizations advocate for the pure bred dog
as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the
rights of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DOMINIC P. CAROTA, VICE CHAIRMAN

   VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Purebred Consumer Demand

MARK DUNN, Executive Vice President 

KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

SHEILA GOFFE, Government Relations

BRANDI HUNTER, Public Relations & Communications

DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Deputy General Counsel

MARI-BETH O’NEILL, S  port Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services

DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Judging Operations

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
DENNIS B. SPRUNG

President
Chief Executive Officer

GINA M. DINARDO
Executive Secretary

THEODORE PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org
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and Tan Coonhounds, Cirneco del-
l’Etna, Grand Bassets Griffons Vendeens,
Harriers, Otterhounds, Petits Bassets
Griffons Vendeens, Rhodesian Ridge-
backs, Whippets

Dr. Tracy Powell (101481) CT
(203) 631-7110
dulcedanes@yahoo.com
Boerboels, Cane Corsos, Kuvaszok,
Samoyeds, Tibetan Mastiffs

Ms. Sheree Sanchez (97389) CO
719-313-1755
outlawaussies@hotmail.com
Harriers, Petits Bassets Griffons
Vendeens, Samoyeds, American Hairless
Terriers, Cairn Terriers, Belgian Ter-
vuren, Bouviers des Flandres, Canaan
Dogs, Old English Sheepdogs, Pem-
broke Welsh Corgis

Dr. Gary L. Sparschu (6370) TX
(810) 824-8049
glspar@sbcglobal.net
Alaskan Malamutes, Doberman Pinsch-
ers, Dogo Argentinos, Komondors, Por-
tuguese Water Dogs, Samoyeds, Siberian
Huskies, Standard Schnauzers

Mr. Karl M. Stearns (101597) PA
(570) 595-3097
kstearns@kmstearns.com
Cesky Terriers, Dandie Dinmont Terri-
ers, Irish Terriers, Kerry Blue Terriers,
Parson Russell Terriers, French Bulldogs

Mr. R.C. Williams (93917) CA
(530) 677-4815
rcwilliams@earthlink.net
Finnish Spitz, Norwegian Lundehunds,
Chinese Cresteds, Pomeranians

Ms. Lisa Young (43070) SD
(605) 390-1135
youngsd@rap.midco.net
Afghan Hounds, Ibizan Hounds

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGES
Ms. Joy Barbieri (109249) NY

(845) 868-7616
joycelia@hotmail.com

Mr. David M. Harper (109007) TX
(281) 620-0808
goldenharper@aol.com

Ms. Cindy Hartwell (104985) FL
(207) 751-0047
cindy@mybeauce.com

CONFORMATION JUDGE: RESIGNED BREEDS
The judges below have notified AKC to

resign their privileges for the following:
Ms. Dianne Tyree

Labrador Retrievers 

RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGE
Mrs. Alane L. Gomez (0814)

DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mrs. Jeannine M. Dowell (0530)
Tomas Gomez (0816)

PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING
JUDGES

The following persons have been ap-
proved as a judge on a Provisional basis for
the class/test indicated in accordance with
the Provisional judging system. They may
now accept assignments.
Dr. Milan Hess (99881) CO

(303) 793-0055
flairfor@msn.com
Tracking – TDX/VST

Ms. Cheryl Tisdale (94543) TN
(615) 653-5523 
eqwynd@peoplepc.com
Obedience – Open

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a breed-
specific Registered Name Prefix have been
submitted to The American Kennel Club.
Letters in regard to these applications
should be addressed to Gina DiNardo, Ex-
ecutive Secretary:
AMERICA’S DREAM- American Stafford-
shire Terriers-Luis Y. Morales
DOCKSIDE-French Bulldogs- Kevin Peppers
DOUBLE G’S-Pembroke Welsh Corgis and
Danish Swedish Farmdogs-Marthina L. Greer
& Daniel W. Grifffiths
ENROUTE-Australian Shepherds- Taylor R.
Justice
FOXTAIL-Russell Terriers- Karen & Stanley Kman

HEAVENLYSCOTS- Scottish Terriers-Kristi M
& Matthew L.  DuPont
LAGNIAPPE- Giant Schnauzers-Holly W. &
Chris J. Reed
MOON VALLEY-Vizslas- Valorie L. Bordon
NIOTA- German Shepherd Dogs-Kimberly
A. McGrew
OMEGAMTN-Border Collies-Gail M. Hollon
PAZ AMOR-Havanese- Diane Moshe
PEACEMAKERS- French Bulldogs- Lindsey
Ponder
RCKBOTTOM- Beagles- Nathan C. Taylor
REVEROF- Pumi-Heather M. Phillips
SOUTHERN STAR- German Shorthaired
Pointer- Robbie D. & Kevin S. Jones
WHISKEY CREEK-Chesapeake Bay
Retrievers- Katherine E. Case
WINDSWEPT-Bouviers des Flandres- Tracy
M. Zumwalt

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a breed-

specific Registered Name Prefix have been
granted:
ARROW STONE-Australian Shepherds-
Jesslyn E. Mundy
BLITZWIRE-German Wirehaired Pointers-
Amanda L. Anderson
BUMBLEBEARS-Old English Sheepdogs-
Beth L. VanDervort
CALADESI-Portuguese Water Dogs-Lisa
McClish-Boyles
DIABLO-Rhodesian Ridgebacks- Nancy Faville
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Bichon Frise Club of America, Inc.—
Mayno Blanding
Birmingham Kennel Club, Inc.—Martha
Griffin
Black Russian Terrier Club of America—
Susan Sholar
Blennerhassett Kennel Club, Inc.—John
McCullagh
Border Collie Society of America—Lisa M.
Pruka
Borzoi Club of America, Inc.—Prudence G.
Hlatky
Boston Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Mrs. Kathleen M. Kelly
Briard Club of America, Inc.—Diane Reid
Bronx County Kennel Club—Alexa
Samarotto
Bryn Mawr Kennel Club—Victoria Glickstein
Bucks County Kennel Club, Inc.—Priscilla
Gabosch
Bull Terrier Club of America—Ms. Jan
Dykema
Bulldog Club of America—Link Newcomb
Bulldog Club of New England, Inc.—
Francesca J. Castaneda
Bulldog Club of Philadelphia—Elizabeth H.
Milam
Burlington County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr.
Daniel J. Smyth, Esq.
Butler County Kennel Club, Inc.—Barbara Ioia
Cairn Terrier Club of America—Pam Davis
California Airedale Terrier Club—Nancy
Bougher

California Collie Clan, Inc.—Mr. Roy E.
Degner
Cambridge Minnesota Kennel Club—Mr.
Wayne F. Harmon
Canaan Dog Club of America—Pamela S.
Rosman
Canada Del Oro Kennel Club—Dr. Sophia
Kaluzniacki
Capital Dog Training Club of Washington,
D.C., Inc.—Dr. Joyce A. Dandridge
Cardigan Welsh Corgi Club of America,
Inc.—Jacque Glenn
Carolina Kennel Club, Inc.—Jaimie Ashby
Carolina Working Group Association—
Cathleen Rubens
Catoctin Kennel Club—Whitney Coombs
Catonsville Kennel Club—Beverly A. Drake
Cedar Rapids Kennel Association, Inc.—
Robert E. Tainsh, M.D.
Central Beagle Club—Edwin T. Lorentz
Central Indiana Kennel Club, Inc.—Sally
Allen
Central Iowa Kennel Club, Inc.—Kristina
M. DeLisi
Central New York Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs.
Diane D. Almy
Central Ohio Kennel Club—Rebecca
Campbell
Channel City Kennel Club, Inc.—Anita R.
O’Berg
Charlottesville-Albemarle Kennel Club,
Inc.—Mr. John J. Lyons
Chicago Collie Club—Bryna Comsky

Chihuahua Club of America, Inc.—Mr.
Joao Machado
Chinese Shar-Pei Club of America, Inc.—
Marge B. Calltharp
Chintimini Kennel Club, Inc.—Nick Pisias
Chow Chow Club, Inc.—Margaret DiCorleto
Clackamas Kennel Club—Tami D. Worley
Clarksville Kennel Club—Robert A. Schroll
Classic Toy Dog Club of Western
Massachusetts—Dr. Stephen Lawrence
Clearwater Kennel Club—Daniel T. Stolz
Clermont County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Marjorie Underwood
Cleveland All-Breed Training Club, Inc.—
Mrs. Maureen R. Setter
Clumber Spaniel Club of America, Inc.—
Dr. Bryant Freeman
Colorado Kennel Club—Mrs. Louise Leone
Colorado Springs Kennel Club—Douglas
Johnson
Companion Dog Training Club of Flint,
Inc.—Mrs. Anne M. Hier
Conroe Kennel Club—Jane Bates
Contra Costa County Kennel Club, Inc.—
James F. Barron
Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia—Michael
Houchard
Corpus Christi Kennel Club, Inc.—Pamela
J. Rhyner-Hirko, Cmdr. (Ret.)
Cudahy Kennel Club—Mr. Don H. Adams
Dachshund Club of America, Inc.—Larry
Sorenson

Dalmatian Club of America, Inc.—Dr.
Charles Garvin
Dandie Dinmont Terrier Club of America,
Inc.—Karen Dorn
Dayton Dog Training Club, Inc.—Sherri
Swabb
Del Sur Kennel Club, Inc.—Andrew G.
Mills
Del Valle Dog Club of Livermore—Sandra
Olsen
Delaware County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Brenda A. Algar
Delaware Water Gap Kennel Club—Dr. A.
D. Butherus
Doberman Pinscher Club of America—
Glen Lajeski
Durango Kennel Club—Donald E. Schwartz,
V.M.D
Durham Kennel Club Inc—Mr. Jack E.
Sappenfield, II
Elm City Kennel Club—Dr. Gregory J.
Paveza
English Cocker Spaniel Club of America,
Inc.—Chereen M. Nawrocki
English Setter Association of America,
Inc.—Dr. Brenda J. Parsons, D.V.M.
English Springer Spaniel Field Trial
Association, Inc.—Susanne Burgess
Erie Kennel Club, Inc.—Julie W. Parker
Farmington Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
Terrie Breen
Field Spaniel Society of America—
Katherine Sullivan
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events application fees. Q1 in 2021 actuals
of $2.5 million are lower than the prior
year by $217,000 or 8 percent. The signifi-
cant area or significant measure in this
group are event service fees, leading this
group at $1.6 million for the first quarter
of 2021, vs. $1.9 million for the first quar-
ter of 2020. As we mentioned earlier, posi-
tive news is that although these Q1 actuals
lag the prior year, the positive indicators
point to the second quarter as a significant
increase over the prior year, and closer to
2019 actuals. Moving on to product and
service sales, Q1 2021 revenues totaled
$3.2 million, which is 3.8 percent, or
$128,000 lower than the prior year. When
this revenue group is evaluated further,
we're also pleased to report that merchan-
dise sales of $769,000 are comparable to
the prior year. As a reminder, both e-com-
merce and traditional order fulfillment
produced these sales. DNA services are
ahead of the prior year by $541,000 or 31
percent, and income from Good Dog!
Helpline totaled $1.3 million and exceeds
the prior year by 61 percent. Next, let's
look at advertising, sponsorship and royal-
ties. Q1 2021 revenue totaled $3.8 million,
exceeding the same period in 2020 by $1.3
million or 53 percent. This positive vari-
ance is due to new sponsorship revenue
that is recognized in the first quarter of

2021. 

Now, let's review the slide on controllable
expenses where we compare Q1 2021 re-
sults to budget in the prior year. Before we
get into the details, please note that total
controllable expenses for the first quarter
were $2.3 million or 14.5 percent lower
than the prior year's first quarter. Total con-
trollable expenses were also lower than
budget by $1.4 million or 9.2 percent. All
lines or all groups except for postage, mate-
rials and fulfillment were lower than
budget and I’ll explain why shortly but here
are the significant variances for control-
lable expenses. Travel was lower than
budget by 73 percent or $506,000. Rent
and occupancy expense for outside facili-
ties were lower due to not holding a Meet
the Breeds® event, and promotion and
public relations expenses were lower due to
the timing and spending of deployable as-
sets and promotions. Staff costs were lower
than the prior year by 11 percent or
$889,000, and lower than budget by 5 per-
cent, or $380,000, principally due to conser-
vative cost projections for health-related
benefits in 2021. Remember all expenses
are lower due to the careful expense man-
agement that we deployed. As I mentioned
earlier, an area of cost increase is in fulfill-
ment, because we realized additional sales

and merchandise activities. The group of
expenses at the far right relates to our
grants and donations, and AKC continues
to support our charitable affiliates as au-
thorized by our annual operating budget.
Grants and donations to the Canine Health
Foundation and the AKC Museum of the
Dog are consistent with budget and prior
year actuals. Also, please note that at fed-
eral and state government levels, our Gov-
ernment Relations Staff continues to
support or provide support for legislation
promoting the mission of AKC. 

Now, let's take a look at our investment re-
sults, and see how they performed in the
first quarter of 2021. The investment per-
formance results are reported on the bar
graph on the right, and investment asset al-
locations are reported on the pie chart on
the left. Investment assets are diversified in
order to manage market risk which is why
we show a broadly diversified portfolio in
the pie chart. As of March 31, 2021, invest-
ment performance was positive, returning
3.72 percent. However, the portfolio trailed
the balanced index benchmark by 81 basis
points due to market volatility. As you see
on the slide, the one and three-year trailing
reports beat benchmark. The AKC invest-
ment portfolio at March 31, 2021 was com-
prised of the following asset allocations:

Equity investments make up 63 percent of
the portfolio; fixed income investments and
cash make up 24 percent, and private eq-
uity assets total 13 percent. Overall, this is
very good performance in a volatile finan-
cial market which followed a lengthy eco-
nomic shutdown. 

Finally, I'd like to present our balance sheet
or statement of financial position. Please
note this statement is not combined with
any of the AKC affiliates. Total assets as of
March 31, 2021 stand at $163 million. This
is $11.2 million higher than December 31,
2020. This increase is principally due to the
net operating results including cost controls
and increased investment values. The liabil-
ity and commitment side of the balance
sheet is generally comparable with Decem-
ber 31, 2020. The overall financial condi-
tion of AKC continues to be healthy due to
the combination of revenue and expense re-
lated comments I made earlier, and a posi-
tive tone by management deploying AKC
assets. At the same time, we continue to as-
sess risk using good governance tools such
as our investment policy statement, while
considering the future impact of post-retire-
ment and pension plan obligations.

In summary, I'd like to thank you for your
time today. We appreciate your dedication
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Mr. Sprung: Pat, thank you for your leader-
ship of the trailer project. It's fabulous. It
will be an exceptional day for the AKC and
for Reunite when the 100th trailer is re-
leased.

James Phinizy, Delegate from the Scottish
Deerhound Club of America, expressed
compliments to AKC Staff, specifically Mara
Bovsun, for her editorial work on the AKC
FAMILY DOG magazine. He recalled that
when he was an AKC Board member in the
1990’s, a policy was established to send a
copy of the AKC GAZETTE to the governor's
office and every state house. He recom-
mended that the current AKC Board con-
sider doing this with AKC FAMILY DOG,
explaining it would be a smart PR effort to
spread the word of AKC with a publication
that appeals to the everyday person. 

Mr. Sprung: Thank you for the suggestion
and for your compliment to Mara and I will
see to it that it is on the July agenda for our
Board of Directors. 

Hearing no further business, the Chair ad-
journed the meeting.

(One sharp rap of the gavel.)

(Time noted: 1:21 p.m. ET)        

The opinions expressed by the speakers may
not necessarily reflect those of The American
Kennel Club.
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