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*The handlers or owners of these champions may have received Pro Plan dog food as Purina ambassadors. 
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Congratulations to all the winners* at the 
10TH ANNUAL MASTERS AGILITY CHAMPIONSHIP AT WESTMINSTER! 

We’re proud to support you and this incredible showcase 
of canine athleticism and teamwork. 

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS 
OF EXHILARATION

®

®

http://proplan.com/?utm_campaign=prp-sport2023&utm_medium=display&utm_source=juneakcgazette&utm_content=cr-masters-agility-ad_pt-na&utm_term=


*The handlers or owners of this champion may have received Pro Plan dog food as Purina ambassadors.
Purina trademarks are owned by Société des Produits Nestlé S.A. Any other marks are property of their respective owners.
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CONGRATS,
BUDDY HOLLY!
2023 WESTMINSTER

BEST IN SHOW WINNER*

Congratulations to Buddy Holly, the 2023 WESTMINSTER KENNEL CLUB BEST IN SHOW WINNER. 
With his diminutive stature, happy demeanor, and shaggy appearance, the six-year-old Petit Basset Gri�on 

Vendéen won over the crowd and judges. We’re proud to be a part of Buddy Holly’s amazing victory, fueling him 

with the advanced nutrition of Purina Pro Plan Sensitive Skin & Stomach Salmon & Rice Formula.

®

®

http://proplan.com/?utm_campaign=prp-sport2023&utm_medium=display&utm_source=juneakcgazette&utm_content=cr-best-in-show-ad_pt-na&utm_term=
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dennis B. Sprung
President and CEO

Summer is a superb sea-
son for our many sports. 

It is a wonderful time to gather 
with friends and have spir-
ited competition. It is always 
something to look forward to.

In the spirit of competition, 
the 2023 AKC National 
Obedience Championship 
and the 2023 AKC Rally 
National Championship 
will be held this month in 
Ohio. Hundreds of dogs 
will descend on the Roberts 
Centre in Wilmington, Ohio, 
to vie for National Champion 
titles in their respective 
sports. We are excited for 
the outcome and wish all the 
competitors an eventful com-
petition and safe travels.

Also in competition news, 
one of our most high- 
energy sports is coming to 
ESPN2! The AKC Disc 
Dog Challenge, presented 
by The Farmer’s Dog, will 
air on ESPN2 on Saturday, 
June 17, at 5 p.m. ET. The 
AKC Disc Dog Challenge 
brought together 24 dog-and-
handler teams for an exciting 

competition that is sure to 
thrill spectators. The broad-
cast will be hosted by noted 
sportscaster Carolyn Manno 
and include sideline reporting 
by Bill Ellis and analysis by 
Jason Rigler. This is sure to 
be an abundance of fun and a 
unique display of canine ath-
leticism. Be sure to check your 
local listings—you won’t want 
to miss it!

And lastly, this is a reminder 
that the deadline for nominat-
ing an incredible dog for the 
AKC Humane Fund Awards 
for Canine Excellence (ACE)
is July 1. Each year the AKC 
Humane Fund is proud to 
honor five dedicated, hard-
working dogs for making 
significant contributions to 
an individual or entire com-
munity. Since the award’s 
creation in 2000, 115 ACEs 
have been presented. Former 
recipients include a Boykin 
Spaniel who helps children 
alleviate the stress of court 
proceedings, and a Flat-
Coated Retriever who located 
a missing elderly woman in 

less than 15 minutes.
Awards are given in 

the areas of Uniformed 
K-9 Service, Exemplary 
Companion, Search and 
Rescue, Therapy, and 
Service. Honorees of the 
AKC Humane Fund Awards 
for Canine Excellence will 
receive $1,000 to be awarded 
to a pet-related charity of their 
choice. These amazing sto-
ries come from nominations 
across the country. Anyone 
can nominate a worthy dog. 
If you know a dog making a 
di�erence, please visit www.
akchumanefund.org to submit a 
nomination.

This and so much more is 
happening at AKC, and it is 
always a joy to share this  
information with you. 

Until next time,

Summer Fun

http://www.akchumanefund.org
http://www.akchumanefund.org


https://museumofthedog.org/calendar/month/2023/08/#popup1-canine-cruise-chicago-a-benefit-for-the-akc-museum-of-the-dog
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https://www.akc.org/press-releases/2023-national-owner-handled-series-national-breed-puppy-junior-stakes-judging-panels-now-available/
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https://www.mysmartdog.net/


http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/85eaac6e#/85eaac6e/12
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http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/cdf2ae6f#/cdf2ae6f/11
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/84fbe879#/84be879/21
https://akc.org/akc-detection-dog-task-force/2023-akc-detection-dog-webinar/


https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-offer


of Pet Insurance Coverage*, a feature of their AKC registration.

Send your puppies to their new home with extra peace of mind.

Contact our Breeder Support Team to learn 
more about how you can send your puppies 
home with the Initial 30 Days of Coverage.

A lot can happen in the first 30 days.

Are your puppy
buyers prepared? 

GI Upset 

Ear Infection

Broken Bones

Lacerations

Foreign Body Ingestion**

Cherry Eye

After your litter is registered, complete each puppy’s individual registration with the 
American Kennel Club.

Send puppy buyers to www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-oϜer to learn more about
the Initial 30-Day Offer.

Direct them to Customer Care at 1-866-725-2747 if they need assistance with activation.

The Initial 30 Days of Coverage from AKC Pet Insurance (underwritten by Independence 
American Insurance Company) may cover unexpected accidents and illnesses that occur 
in your puppies’ first days in their new homes.

Conditions that may be eligible
in the Initial 30 Days of Coverage:

https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-offer
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SLIDESHOW

The AKC Working 
Group is home to the 

blue-collar, lunch-bucket 
bruisers of dogdom, those 
breeds that guard flocks 
and families, pull carts, haul 
freight, perform rescues, fight 
wars, and do other dirty work 
in the service of humankind. 
The size and strength of these 
big guys make it imperative 
that they be bred responsibly, 
not only for their physical 

traits but for sound, stable 
temperament. 

A brief history of the 
Working Group: 

At the dawn of civilization, 
humans first domesticated 
canines for use as watchdogs 
and flock guardians. Then 
came about 15,000 years we 
can conveniently fast-forward 
through, until we get to 1983. 

By then, the AKC family of 
breeds had grown from the 

two original breed groups, 
Sporting and Non-Sporting, 
to six groups. By far the larg-
est was the Working Group. 
It contained 32 breeds tradi-
tionally considered working 
dogs, plus 14 herding breeds. 
The AKC broke up this 
unwieldy assemblage by 
moving the herders into their 
own group, leaving 18 breeds 
in the Working Group. 
Today, it stands at 33 breeds.

https://youtu.be/sFGAaBwQBhc 
https://youtu.be/sFGAaBwQBhc 
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FEATURE

Jan Warren Linné, Dalmatian 
Club of America 

Another Westminster has 
come and gone, and the 
results are in the books. I 
remember telling myself as 
I watched the Best in Show 
judging that the judge could 
close his eyes and point and 
he wouldn’t be wrong, and 

I turned out to be right. 
The quality of the dogs was 
breathtaking, and their per-
formances were flawless. …

While we all had our 
personal favorites, we 
have to remember there 
could only be one winner, 
and the judge was the one 
who made that decision. 

But then the complaints 
began. “Not the foo-foo 
dog,” “Poodles always win,” 
“Grooming wins again,” and 
of course, “It was rigged!” 

What is wrong with us? In 
these days of animal-rights 
activists, the “Adopt, don’t 
shop” mentality, breed-
ing-restriction laws, and 
shows getting smaller and 
smaller, we are eating our 
own. This is the time, and 
those are the reasons for 
us to come together as dog 
show fanciers now more 
than ever and to support 
each other and what we do. 

Westminster is our big-
gest venue—our Super 
Bowl, as we like to say—
and here we are tearing 
down our Top Dog of the 
year. Why? Because she 
wasn’t your choice? Instead 
of tearing our sport down, 
we need to be building it 
up in every way possible, 
whether the show is on 
national television or at a 
local fairground. 

We regularly invite the 
general public to attend our 
shows, and, like inviting 

In the mid-1920s, when the GAZETTE was transformed from 
a stark rundown of AKC business into a full-fledged  

magazine, the editors launched a new department called “Where 
Fanciers Gather.” This roundup of news from the show world, 
contributed by AKC club members, soon evolved into what we 
now know as our “Breed Columns” section. 

In the nearly hundred years since, parent-club correspondents 
have contributed thousands of columns of breed-specific and 
all-breed interest touching upon all things canine—but most 
particularly the conformation dog show in all its many aspects. 
Over the decades, parent clubs have put forward accomplished 
and articulate members to represent their breeds in our pages. 

The following is a sampler of excerpts from AKC GAZETTE 
breed columns of all-breed interest. It is hoped that as you 
read you might chuckle, nod in agreement, or even disagree. 
Disagreement, longtime breed columnist Dorothy Macdonald 
once told us, is what makes dog shows necessary: “If everyone 
agreed on what constitutes a good dog, we could all stay home 
and have a computer send out the ribbons.” 

Here, then, is a virtual roundtable of recent contributors to our 
“Breed Columns” section, a place where fanciers still gather. 











mailto:alexandra.deleon%40akc.org?subject=


https://shop.akc.org/products/the-new-complete-dog-book?variant=3279588868&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&gclid=Cj0KCQiAic6eBhCoARIsANlox86fSczlKcwEyn6eIo45tshYZl-aO3qJVuI_0ehXEzxTgrtgb-6YeKMaAsCDEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vun5qPPV-EE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vun5qPPV-EE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvHPDrdAGFg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvHPDrdAGFg


JUNE 2023AKC GAZETTE 24

VIDEOS

Besties

A GAZETTE photo gallery: a dozen famous Westminster Best in Show dogs of times past. 1:06

Agility Masters

Fox Sports posted this nicely done highlights package from the WKC Masters Agility  

Championship. 11:15 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwKjk936U_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwKjk936U_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=st8NiteA5fs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=st8NiteA5fs
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DOG PEOPLE

In Memoriam
Geir Flyckt- 
Pedersen
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BREED COLUMNS
Edited by Arliss Paddock

This month, Japanese Chin 
columnist Jennifer Baumer 
provides a look at the breed’s 
lively range of colors—including 
red and white, seen here. 

mailto:ArlissPaddock%40akc.org?subject=


mailto:ArlissPaddock%40akc.org?subject=




https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/01092010/AKC-Meet-the-Breeds-REG-Form-CHI-2023-.pdf




https://abga.club/
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This comes from large, dark 
brown, lustrous eyes set well 
apart and with good cush-
ioning under those eyes. 
While the skull is slightly 
rounded, the ears when alert 
should appear to flatten the 
skull and fan forward fram-
ing the face, adding to the 
expression. 

The muzzle completes the 
picture and should be broad 
but tapering slightly, and the 
bite should be scissors. For 
me a level bite is acceptable, 
as long as it does not detract 
from the overall appearance. 

A judge must remember 
the roots of the Cavalier 
King Charles Spaniel and 
its history. This is not an 
English Toy Spaniel or 
a “Charlie,” which is a 
delightful breed in its own 
right. Remember that it 
was Roswell Eldridge (an 
American) who in 1926 
sought to re-establish the 
breed as depicted in the 
17th- and 18th-century 
paintings with a “long 
face, no stop, flat skull, not 
inclined to be domed and 
with the spot in the center of 
the skull.” A Cavalier must 

not appear to have a domed 
skull or deep stop.

A Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel must have good 
depth of chest, nice proster-
num, and proper layback of 
front assembly, with match-
ing rears. This assembly will 
provide proper reach and 
drive, with level side gait and 
correct level tail carriage to 
complete the picture.

While Cavalier breeders 
strive for a nice layback 
of shoulders (40 to 45 
degrees), the reality is that 
many specimens are more 
upright. This will be appar-
ent both on the table and as 
soon as you watch side gait. 
Similarly, the rear angulation 
should match to balance the 
dog and once again move-
ment will expose correct or 
incorrect structure.

There are many good to 
excellent specimens in the 
ring today, and the breed 
continues to improve. I do, 
however, see some issues. 
With popularity comes large 
numbers. With large num-
bers comes some disparity. 
The Cavalier is a toy spaniel, 
and I am concerned when 

I see some very large or 
coarse specimens winning. 
The Cavalier is a “mod-
erate” dog, and anything 
overdone should be avoided, 
whether it is size, coat, bone, 
heads, or eyes that appear 
too large. 

An important issue to 
Cavalier breeders concerns 
eyes. A tiny amount of white 
in the inner corner may be 
acceptable, but white around 
the eye is awful. Similarly, 
light-brown eyes ruin the 
warm Cavalier expression.

The manner in which 
Cavaliers are being exhib-
ited is also important. 
The Cavalier is a natural 
breed, with many accom-
plished owner-handlers 
and professionals in the 
ring. I am concerned that 
excessive grooming, sculpt-
ing, and trimming, plus 
overabundance of coat are 
becoming all too common. 
The ACKCSC reminds 
judges in their education 
program that “specimens 
where the coat has been 
altered by trimming, clipping, 
or by artificial means shall 
be so severely penalized as to 



mailto:bonefixr%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.ackcsc.org
https://www.ackcsc.org
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Almost every breed club 
has a process for selecting 
judges for its national and 
various other important 
competitions. There are a 
variety of selection methods, 
but for the most part, the 
Havanese Club of America 
falls into the category where 
members (and members 
only) submit suggestions for 
judges, and those names get 
whittled down to a tight few 
for the final balloting process. 

As Americans, we cher-
ish our rights to vote in an 
established and fair manner. 
While this doesn’t always 
happen and perhaps the 

candidates of our preference 
don’t always get elected to 
the jobs we wanted them 
to get, we normally (and 
should) accept the outcome 
in a calm manner. Judges for 
national specialties are usu-
ally chosen a year or more 
in advance. That helps to 
ensure that the candidates 
chosen will have a clear 
spot on the calendar for the 
event. The more lead time 
the better, absent the uncer-
tainty of ill-health, death, 
weather crises, or airlines 
foul-ups.

The actual voting pro-
cess is not as concerning, in 

my opinion, as the process 
of selecting who to nomi-
nate or for whom to vote. 
Decisions, decisions. Therein 
lies the dilemma. How does 
one decide?

Of the dozens of oppor-
tunities I have had to 
participate in this process 
for my breeds, I can hon-
estly say that my candidate 
of choice has only been 
selected a couple of times—
usually for an event I can’t 
get to for one reason or 
another. So, all you can do is 
go through the nomination 
and final selection procedures 
with the objective of finding 
the “best judge” you can.

What constitutes the 
“best” judge for a particular 
event? Keep in mind, you 
are usually deciding many 
months, and perhaps years, 
in advance for this assign-
ment. The dog that a judge 
liked yesterday may not be 
in the ring for this event in 
the future. Dogs change; 
they get old, they die. Things 
happen. So never select a 
judge based on the success 
of a particular dog that you 
or your competitors are 

Havanese
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showing today. 
Perhaps, if you show often 

and keep good records, you 
might say, “I always show 
green-colored dogs, and 
every time I have shown a 
green-colored dog to that 
judge, I never win.” OK, 
that may be a reason to not 
vote for that judge for your 
own reasons. 

Or on a positive note, you 
might say, “I have been 
watching a particular judge 
for years, and I think highly 
of his/her ring procedure, 
manner with exhibitors, and 
overall selections.” Those are 
reasons to vote for a judge 
without thinking about 
whether that judge likes 
green dogs. 

If you haven’t studied a 
judge yourself, then you 
may not be qualified to vote 
for that person just based 
on hearsay. Certainly it is 
inappropriate to choose or 
not choose a judge based 
on whether or not they have 
rewarded a dog owned by 
someone you don’t like! Your 
selections must be solely 
based on who you think can 
do the best job in an unbi-

ased (yes, that is possible) 
and respectful way, and who 
gives equal consideration to 
each dog regardless of who 
is on the end of the leash.

Some people show a lot. 
Some show very little. Some 
haven’t been near a show 
ring in years. “To thine own 
self be true.” If you don’t 
feel that you have current 
knowledge of the scene, the 
appropriate thing to do is 
to not vote. It is unfair to 
make your decision based 
on online chatter or gossip. 
Realize that judges can only 
make their choices based on 
what is in the ring that day. 
If you read that a dog that 
you don’t like was awarded 
a ribbon by a judge, it may 
have been the best dog in 
the ring that day! Unless 
you are there to see the 
entry and go over the entry 
yourself, you might want to 
withhold judgment on that 
judge.

If you are really looking at 
the candidates and saying, 
“eeny, meeny, miney, moe,” 
perhaps you need to think 
again.

—Alice L. Lawrence,

pulifuzz@aol.com
Havanese Club of America  

Italian Greyhounds

Longtime columnist 
Lilian S. Barber wrote 

the following in 2013.

SOME THOUGHTS ON 
HOUSETRAINING

Since it is perhaps the 
biggest problem new own-
ers encounter with IGs, 
this subject has been tossed 
around extensively on the 
internet, in magazines and 
books, and wherever owners 
meet. 

Here are just some ran-
dom thoughts on the 
subject, from someone who 
has had IGs for many years:

1. Housetraining requires 
time, patience, and consis-
tency. Anyone not willing to 
o�er these should not have a 
dog at all.

2. Housetraining is not a 
complicated procedure. It 
does require that a dog be 
confined when not being 
watched, along with the 
qualities mentioned in #1.

3. The fact that the most 

mailto:pulifuzz%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.Havanese.org
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might be a small gift left in 
an unacceptable place. If 
you are someone who just 
doesn’t notice the signals 
(I’m one of those people 
myself), paper- or litter-
box-train your IG so she can 
go when she has to go.

7. Regarding the old 
bugaboo about rain, snow, 
sleet, hail, wind, and other 
unpleasant weather, I know 
it’s possible to force your 
IG to go out into those 
conditions, but I would 
never expect mine to go 
out if I weren’t willing 
to go out with them. I’m 
lucky to live in Southern 
California. My dogs do 
go out in rain or in any 
temperature we experi-
ence here; but if I lived in 
the frozen North I would 
not expect my IGs to go 
out during winter because 
I wouldn’t be willing to 
stand there myself, even if I 
were dressed in polar fleece 
and boots—and I don’t 
have a tail and sensitive 
rose ears that would get icy 
cold. —L.S.B.

Italian Greyhound Club of 
America

Japanese Chin
THE COLORS OF THE JAPANESE 
CHIN

One of the many beau-
tiful traits of the 

Japanese Chin is the range 
of colors allowed in our 
standard. While only three 
colors are listed in the 
breed’s AKC standard—
black and white, red and 
white, and black and white 
with tan points—the variety 
of shades within these colors 
is diverse. 

The AKC standard for the 
Japanese Chin says the fol-
lowing regarding color: 

“Either black and white, 
red and white, or black and 
white with tan points. The 
term tan points shall include 
tan or red spots over each 
eye, inside the ears, on both 
cheeks, and at the anal vent 
area if displaying any black. 
The term red shall include 
all shades of red, orange, 
and lemon, and sable, which 
includes any aforemen-
tioned shade intermingled or 
overlaid with black. Among 
the allowed colors there 
shall be no preference when 
judging. A clearly defined 

white muzzle and blaze 
are preferable to a solidly 
marked head. Symmetry of 
facial markings is preferable. 
The size, shape, placement 
or number of body patches 
is not of great importance. 
The white is clear of exces-
sive ticking.” 

One does see more black 
and white Chin because the 
color is genetically dominant 
in the breed. 

It is interesting to note 
the only disqualification 
in the Japanese Chin stan-
dard regards color. It states 
“Disqualification—any color 
not listed.” 

Adding to the diverse 
shades is the patterning on 
the body, which varies from 
Chin to Chin. As to body 
patterns, the standard notes: 
“The size, shape, placement 
or number of body patches 
is not of great importance.” 

Japanese Chin range 
from very slightly marked 
to quite heavily marked, 
and all are acceptable on 
the body. The only state-
ment about body color is 
this: “The white is clear of 
excessive ticking.” 

http://www.italiangreyhound.org
http://www.italiangreyhound.org
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Japanese Chin colors include (top 
row) black and white, and lemon 
and white; (middle row) red and 
white, and sable and white; and 
(bottom) black and white with 
tan points—with a diverse range 
of shades and markings within 
each.



mailto:jenbaumer%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.japanesechinclubofamerica.org/
https://www.japanesechinclubofamerica.org/
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supported properly. There is 
no need for the judge to pick 
up a Pekingese and turn him 
to face the judge. They will 
not see proper expression. 
Lifting a few inches o� the 
table is all that is necessary 
to feel that the majority of 
the weight is in the chest or 
front half of the body.

Judges in the ring should 
not ask exhibitors to lift their 
Pekingese to further exam-
ine them or to check the 
dog’s features. Being held in 
the exhibitor’s arms will dis-
tort the expression. The dog 
should be returned to the 
table if further examination 
is required. As you know, 
two dogs at one time may 
be on the table for examina-
tion and comparison. It is 
important to remember the 
rule, “Examine on the table, 
judge on the floor.”

Nigel-Aubrey Jones said, 
“Correct body shape is vital 
if correct balance and move-
ment are to be achieved.” 
—Carol Kniebusch Noe, 
2017

Thank you, Carol.
The Pekingese Club of 

America 

Pomeranians
POST WITH CAUTION

“Words are free, but 
how you use them 

may cost you.”
There is no doubt that 

social media has changed 
how we advertise ourselves, 
our dogs, and our busi-
nesses. Websites that once 
shared a wide array of perti-
nent information like photos 
and pedigrees have slowly 
disappeared, and infor-
mation is instead shared 
on our personal or kennel 
pages. Print magazines are 
becoming obsolete as digital 
versions, which are cheaper 
and faster to distribute, are 
taking over. We love instantly 
sharing and connecting, 
and we can now do so with 
much more speed and e�-
ciency to a broader, more 
global audience. 

There are many positives 
to social networks, but it has 
also revealed a darker side 
that must be addressed. 

The internet has pro-
vided a veil of anonymity 
that has made us numb to 
the impact of what we post 
and say. It is very simple to 

sit behind a keyboard and 
“speak your mind” through 
the various channels of 
social media, with no regard 
for the consequences. There 
are many Facebook groups 
and “judge’s report card” 
posts which can quickly 
deteriorate into bashing and 
badmouthing. Commenting 
or contributing to these 
posts, and even something 
as simple as tagging judges 
in posts or win photos, 
opens the door to possible 
AKC complaints and sus-
pension of registration and 
showing privileges. 

As participants and rep-
resentatives of the sport of 
purebred dogs, especially for 
those who are members of a 
local or national breed club, 
we must be conscientious 
in our use of social media. 
Sharing pictures of dogs 
that are not our own to bash 
them and criticize them is 
unsportsmanlike at best. 

As members of the 
American Pomeranian Club, 
we sign a code of ethics that 
we agree to abide by: 

“I will try at all times to 
show good sportsmanship 

http://www.thepekingeseclubofamerica.com
http://www.thepekingeseclubofamerica.com


mailto:darrightpoms%40gmail.com?subject=
https://ampomclub.org
https://ampomclub.org
https://lyndabeam.zenfolio.com


JUNE 2023AKC GAZETTE 52

TOY GROUP

CO
U

R
TE

SY
 K

AT
H

LE
EN

 R
IL

EY
 P

H
O

TO
G

R
AP

H
Y

What if the pick of litter is 
one you would like to keep 
and show yourself? Do you 
have first option to buy, at 
a prearranged price, if the 
breeder doesn’t plan to keep 
the puppy himself? Who will 
pay the stud fee, whelp the 
puppies, pay the vet bills, 
and so on? When will the 
bitch be bred? What hap-
pens if she is infertile—and 
how many breedings are 
necessary to establish this 
fact?

If the breeder retains stud 
rights, how many? And do 
the rights apply only for his 
own bitches, or for any he 
sends to you? To accom-
modate an agreement you 
might have to trek to the 
airport, board a bitch for a 
week, postpone a vacation, 
or miss a show. Bitches are 
notoriously inconvenient in 
deciding when they’re ready 
for breeding! The possibility 
of more quality puppies in 
the ring to boost your stud’s 
reputation, however, can 
be worth a good deal in the 
long run.

Many of the above con-
siderations also apply to 

co-ownership. Who pays 
for food, vet bills, advertis-
ing, and so on? Will the dog 
be placed with a handler? 
How often will it be shown, 
and where? Showing can 
be expensive, and while 
co-owning can cut the cost 
in half, it could still be too 
much for your pocketbook. 

What if one of you wants 
to sell the dog? I know 
someone stuck for months 
with a buyer for a dog in 
her kennel she wanted to 
sell, and a co-owner who 
wouldn’t give up her half. 
And as a breeder, I can 

speak with feeling about 
putting a top show specimen 
out on a co-ownership and 
later discovering it hadn’t 
been brushed for a month! 
A child with bubblegum or 
a weekend in the country, 
complete with ticks and 
burrs, could create the same 
havoc, even if the dog has a 
happy home.

In other words, make 
sure that both you and the 
breeder can live happily 
together. Make a mental 
list of both the tangible and 
intangible costs and returns 
of such an arrangement 

Shih Tzu



mailto:joawhite%40juno.com?subject=
http://www.shihtzu.org
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Novice JWW, three qualify-
ing runs within six trial days; 
Open STD, three qualifying 
runs within four trial days; 

and Open JWW, three qual-
ifying runs within three trial 
days.

Excellent was more di�cult: 

Excellent STD took three 
qualifying runs over 32 trial 
days, and Excellent JWW 
took three qualifying runs 

Denise Schneider and American Eskimo Dog Kody. Kody would become MACH48 SR Extreme Curiosity, 
MXS12, MJS13, MFB, TQX, T2B5, CGC, TKA—achieving more MACHs than any other dog in AKC history.





https://aedca.org/home.php
https://aedca.org/home.php
https://bichon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/BFCA-Illustrated-Standard-061021.pdf
https://bichon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/BFCA-Illustrated-Standard-061021.pdf
https://bichon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/BFCA-Illustrated-Standard-061021.pdf
https://bichon.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/BFCA-Illustrated-Standard-061021.pdf
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the back and his dark-eyed 
inquisitive expression.” 
Last: “Gentle mannered, 
sensitive, playful and a�ec-
tionate. A cheerful attitude 
is the hallmark of the breed 
and one should settle for 
nothing less.” 

There can be no doubt 
that the writers of the 
Bichon Frise standard felt 
that a cheerful tempera-
ment was paramount. When 
I talk to the general public 
who own Bichons, this is 
what I hear from them—
their Bichons are wonderful 
companions who get along 
with everyone, dog and 
person alike, who are a joy 
to own, and whose owners 
would never want another 
breed. 

The second paragraph of 
the standard says, “This is 
a breed that has no gross 
or incapacitating exagger-
ations and therefore there 
is no inherent reason for 
lack of balance or unsound 
movement.” 

The penultimate para-
graph says:

“Movement at a trot is 
free, precise and e�ortless. 

In profile the forelegs and 
hind legs extend equally with 
an easy reach and drive that 
maintain a steady topline. 
When moving, the head 
and neck remain somewhat 
erect and as speed increases 
there is a very slight con-
vergence of legs toward the 
center line. Moving away, 
the hindquarters travel with 
moderate width between 
them and the foot pads can 
be seen. Coming and going, 
his movement is precise and 
true.”

This is a description of a 
well-built dog on the move 

and could be applied to 
almost any athletic breed. 
As the illustrated standard 
says: “Since he has no gross 
exaggerations, the ideal 
Bichon should be one of 
the best moving dogs in 
the ring. The balance of his 
parts and his angulation 
allow for smooth and e�-
cient movement.”

Bichons are indeed beau-
tiful to behold, but there is 
a good reason the standard 
calls for balance and sound 
movement. This breed is 
not just a pretty face—it 
is a sturdy little breed 

The Bichon Frise’s free, effortless, and unrestricted movement is a 
breed hallmark.
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that should be sound.  
Remember, Bichons were 
well known for their abil-
ity to do circus tricks like 
walking on their back legs 
and performing backflips, 
and they were able to sur-
vive as dogs of the street 
during times of hardship. 
They should excel in all 
types of activity, whether 
in the agility or obedience 
rings, taking a walk, scam-
pering up and down the 
stairs, or seemingly levitat-
ing up onto the couch for a 
cuddle well into old age. 

A well-balanced, well-
built Bichon going around 
the ring is a joy to behold. 
I love the breed’s gorgeous 
reach and drive, and it 
almost seems as if a cup of 
co�ee on his back would 
balance without spilling.  I 
love to see the head car-
ried proudly in front of his 
long, arched neck, and that 
lovely tail curved gracefully 
over his back. It’s enough to 
bring on tears of joy.

—Mayno Blanding, 
maynob@gmail.com
Bichon Frise Club of 

America

Boston Terriers
ARE YOU PREPARED FOR A 
WORST-CASE SCENARIO?

If something happens to 
you, what’s the worst-case 

scenario for your animals?  
The following experiences 
are true, where years of a 
breeder’s work can disap-
pear in a few days.  

Ever wonder what hap-
pened to some of the past 
top bloodlines?  Making a 
will, co-owning, telling a 
friend what to do with your 
animals is sometimes not 
enough to save a bloodline.  
Whether we like it or not, 
we are observed by many 

people.  Their reaction to 
our decisions can be taken 
the wrong way. Even while 
at your home, you may be 
observed. To protect your 
animals, be aware. There are 
many folks who think any-
one having more than three 
or four dogs must have a 
puppy mill, be a hoarder, or 
just doesn’t take care of their 
dogs. 

Imagine thinking you have 
prepared for your animals 
to be cared for. One breeder 
had a friend keep 13 of her 
Boston Terriers over the 
holidays, at no charge, while 
she was in the hospital. The 

Boston Terrier  
(Alton Anderson photo)

mailto:maynob%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.bichon.org
http://www.bichon.org
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person was to return them 
when the breeder was well 
enough to care for them.  
The friend wanted nothing 
in return and didn’t co-own 
any of the animals. There 
was a co-owner living in 
Canada who would take 
over this 50-year bloodline 
of line-bred show dogs. 
There was also a wonderful 
veterinarian who has been 
treating the dogs for over 30 
years. So what could possi-
bly go wrong? 

Unfortunately, things 
really went wrong. The 
woman died; her boss 
didn’t know the phone 
number of the lady in 
Canada. She had told 
her boss her will was in a 
deposit box at the bank, but 
there was no other infor-
mation left on who to call 
about the dogs. He called 
her veterinarian, who took 
all the dogs into the clinic, 
spayed and nurtured them 
all, and found them good 
homes.  By the time the will 
was read, with the co-own-
er’s phone number and 
address listed, the legacy of 
a great bloodline was gone.   

Neighbors around you 
need to feel comfortable 
that the dogs are cared for. 
Invite them over to visit 
every now and then. Give 
your cell phone number 
and a list of phone num-
bers they can call if you 
are not seen at home for a 
few days. Tell them about 
trips you are going on 
ahead of time.  Not doing 
this can cause them to be 
afraid something has hap-
pened to the dogs or that 
they have been abandoned. 
They might then call police, 
animal control, or a rescue 
group, or even file an ani-
mal welfare complaint with 
the USDA.

Communication is a 
wonderful thing and can 
prevent a lot of heartache. 
Protect yourself!  Make 
friends with people of 
authority and obey the law. 
Get a USDA hobby or ken-
nel license if appropriate, 
letting them inspect and 
see you are doing a good 
job caring for animals. 
Remember that people care 
strongly about animals and 
will do anything to protect 

them, even seizing your 
dogs.  

To help change dog laws, 
get involved with your 
county advisory board. 
It’s worth the trouble. It 
will take time to get their 
respect, and it takes a lot 
of commitment to be the 
only one who shows and 
breeds dogs. You may be 
considered the enemy and 
challenged about why you 
are there. It’s worth the time 
to find out the problems 
and help let them realize 
not all breeders are bad. 

Having a coded lock-box 
on your front door can be 
helpful so that others can 
have access in an emer-
gency if you are away, and 
it’s good to have a list of 
information posted on the 
refrigerator or other easily 
seen location in case some-
one needs to know who to 
call.  Always prepare for the 
worst scenario that could 
happen. 

—Patricia S. Johnson, 
BTCA and DWAA

patsgrooming@gmail.com
Boston Terrier Club of 

America

mailto:animalcare%40usda.gov?subject=
mailto:patsgrooming%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org
https://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org
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So let’s hear it for the deaf 
ones!  They can do it!

—Jan Warren Linné,
janlinne56@yahoo.com
Dalmatian Club of 

America

French Bulldogs 
ASK NOT WHAT THE CLUB  
CAN DO …

I’ve heard non-members 
ask, “Why should I join 

the parent club?” Likewise, 
sometimes members 
demand, “What do I get for 
my $25 a year, anyway?” 
Membership in a breed 
club is a two-way street. It 
involves considering not 
only what the club can do 
for you, but also what you 
can do for the club—and the 
breed.

Here is a brief summary 
of the French Bull Dog 
Club of America’s objec-
tives, as stated in the club’s 
constitution: to encourage 
and promote quality in the 
breeding of Frenchies, and 
to promote their proper 
care; to encourage the orga-
nization of local French 
Bulldog clubs; to urge  

members and breeders 
to accept the standard of 
the breed; to protect and 
advance the interests of the 
breed; to encourage sports-
manlike competition at dog 
shows and obedience trials; 
and to conduct sanctioned 
matches and specialty shows 
and obedience trials.

What does the FBDCA do 
for you? 

In furtherance of the objec-
tives listed above, our club is 

a repository of information, 
experience, and knowledge—
serving novices, exhibitors, 
breeders, pet owners, and 
people just interested in 
learning more about the 
breed. It provides support 
for those who want to show 
their dogs in competition 
by holding specialty shows 
(including performance 
events) and supporting the 
breed entry at all-breed 
shows. It attempts to educate 

French Bulldog

mailto:janlinne56%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.thedca.org
http://www.thedca.org
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vast and has been invaluable.

The Tending
Corporate donors such as 

Pet-Agree grooming sup-
plies, Artero USA, Purina, 
and others have provided 
fantastic gifts for all juniors 
attending the national spe-
cialty. Many businesses are 
investing in and assisting 
in equipping our juniors 
with the products and tools 
needed to be successful.  

Poodles are a coated breed 
with a reputation for some 
pretty amazing presenta-
tion. Keep in mind, though, 
Poodles are more than 
grooming and showing.  The 
program encompasses field, 
tracking, obedience, agility, 
rally, and even therapy work. 
The goal is to open the 
doors for all juniors, regard-
less of their area of interest. 
The PCA Junior Education 
Program seeks to acknowl-
edge and reward juniors in 
all disciplines.

The seedling and the 
sprout are tended by this 
program. There are those 
who are just beginning 
participation, and those 

who are about to age out. 
Since the inception of the 
Junior Education Program, 
through commercial donors 
and personal donations, 
all juniors are gifted with 
gift bags, leads and towels, 
training treats, food cups, 
travel bags and poop bags, 
and grooming products, 
regardless of their chosen 
discipline.

Beginning in 2021, Randy 
Garren provides all juniors 
attending the PCA national 
with monogrammed towels 
featuring the unique PCA 
Junior Education logo.  The 
PCA Board of Directors has 
provided pens, free entry 
into the national specialty, 
and a yearly invitation to the 
Blue Ribbon dinner at the 
national specialty and are 
some of our strongest sup-
porters.

Don’t Forget to Water
Through donations of 

the fancy of art and gifts, 
and via the support of the 
attendees of the national 
specialty purchasing tick-
ets to the 50/50 Ra�e and 
the donated items, the 

PCA Junior Education 
Program o�ers the Anne 
Rogers Clark Stipend to any 
Poodle junior who applies. 
The ARC Stipend has 
increased in value through 
the years and is available 
to those competing at the 
national specialty, the AKC 
National Championship, 
or Westminster, or with the 
AKC Junior Agility Team—
or any or all of those events! 
Juniors are not limited to 
just one ARC Stipend.  

The PCA Junior 
Education Program is a 
self-sustaining entity of PCA 
that is funded by generous 
donations, fundraising, and 
soliciting sponsorships. 
It is the goal of the Jr. Ed. 
Committee to continue to 
award the stipend to every 
junior who applies for every 
sanctioned event in which 
they are able to participate. 
Our a�liate clubs o�er 
incentives for junior entries.

The FB page launched 
in 2019 has more than 1K 
followers. (Even though the 
juniors think FB is “lame”—
and yes, that’s a quote! That 
comment has us hoping for 
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an Instagram-savvy volun-
teer so we can step up our 
social media game.) There’s 
also a lending library of 
breed magazines and 
dog books that have been 
donated.

The Harvest
Former junior Kathleen 

Hartig said, “I learned so 
much while I was in juniors.  
I learned responsibility—to 
my dog, to my breed, to my 
academics.” Kathleen is now 
a professional handler and a 
breeder of Collies! (She was 
one of the first juniors this 
writer worked with, and her 
comment has never been 
forgotten.)

Is there a guarantee that 
the junior standing beside 
you today will be working 
with animals in 10 years?  
No, there is not. Life doesn’t 
come with guarantees. 
You’ll need to check on 
the harvest. See the young 
professionals, still learning, 
working with BIS-winning 
handlers. They’re members 
of a�liate clubs and mem-
bers and committee chairs 
of all-breed clubs. They’re 

prospective college students, 
submitting their entrance 
essays on animal care and 
preservation of the Poodle 
breed. They’re out there. It 
only takes belief in them. A 
little care, focus, and atten-
tion, and you be able to 
clearly see the future.

• The upcoming PCA 
national specialty boasts our 
highest junior entry, with 
19 juniors entered across all 
disciplines.

• To date the PCA Junior 
Education Program has 
awarded 19 Anne Rogers 
Clark Stipends since 2017 
(and 2020 didn’t count!).

—Tabatha D. Waters, 
Co-chair, PCA Junior 
Education Committee

Poodle Club of America 

Schipperkes
WHAT DOES “COBBY” MEAN?

Our standard describes 
the Schipperke in part 

as “thickset, cobby.” And 
the standard in Belgium, the 
breed’s country of origin. 
also describes the dog as 
“short and wide, therefore 
cobby.” Recently a breeder 

said to me, “I think some 
people and some judges 
are confused, or mistaking 
‘cobby’ for short on leg.” 

I know my own interpre-
tation of the word, but I set 
out to talk with others and 
see if this is indeed a confus-
ing term.

The word cobby as used in 
AKC standards is thought 
to refer to a cob horse 
for comparison. A cob is 
a type of horse from the 
U.K. generally described 
as “small to medium size 
with a broad chest, strong 
legs, and a thick neck.” And 
perhaps some confusion 
owes to cobs also sometimes 
being described as “shorter 
legged.” Often they are said 
to be “larger than a pony, 
smaller than a horse”—or 
similar to a small draft 
breed. 

Does this apply to what we 
are seeking in the physically 
perfect Schipperke? For 
example, without a frame 
of reference, in looking at a 
photo of a Schipperke one 
might be hard pressed to 
tell if it is a small dog. Our 
standard says quality takes 

https://poodleclubofamerica.org/
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precedence over size; how-
ever, the fact remains the 
breed is to be a square and 
thickset dog, no matter the 
size. While smaller, they are 
to be sturdy, with a relatively 
heavy body, good spring of 
rib, and some forechest. 

When you pick up a 
Schip, you might be sur-
prised at how much dog 
there is there! The older 
descriptions actually 
called for them to appear 
heavier in the front than 
the rear, and rather more 
pear shaped. This is of 
course accentuated by the 
Schipperke’s ru�, cape, 
and jabot giving at least the 
visual allusion of more dog 
up front (think of the mane 
of a male lion). Balance is 
key, and it’s hard to achieve; 
I think this is why we often 
see wide fronts and narrow 
rears when moving. The 
breed is to “double track 
with a tendency to con-
verge as speed increases,” 
but they should ideally stay 
parallel. In other words, 
when the dog is moving 
away, one sees the back legs 
and padswhen he is coming 

toward you, only the front 
legs are visible.

In asking longtime breed-
ers, judges’ education 
chairs, and breeder-judges, 
as well as all-round judges, 
what does “cobby” in the 
Schipperke standard mean 
to you?

The answers were quite 
similar. Overall, they replied 
that a Schip should be a 
sturdy, small dog who looks 
to be capable of a variety 
of work; a breed possessing 
some speed and endur-
ance, but in exhibiting to be 
moved at a moderate pace. 

After all, Schips had to be 
strong to take on wharf and 
barn rats or other small ver-
min. “Chunky” but not fat, 
with well-muscled hindquar-
ters and good bone without 
being coarse. 

One person who judges in 
Europe but o�ciates here 
in the U.S. as well said, “For 
lack of a di�erent term, the 
Schipperke is rather stout.” 

Remember, they are not 
a diminutive Belgian shep-
herd, nor a little Akita, nor 
are they a Pomeranian. They 
are moderate in all ways, 
with bone in proportion 

The Schipperke is “a square and thickset dog ... sturdy, with a relatively 
heavy body and good spring of rib.”



http://www.schipperkeclub-usa.org
http://www.schipperkeclub-usa.org
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and that was more than 100 
champions ago.

Mallory Cosby Driskill 
had Norwegian Elkhounds 
before Tibbies. Her late 
mentor, Jay Child of Amroth 
Tibetan Spaniels, told her 
she needed a kennel name, 
and Mallory wanted to find 
something that could work 
for both breeds. Returning 
from a trip to Connecticut 
where she showed at her 
first specialty, she was 
passing through Amherst 
County in Virginia and 
saw a sign for the Ambriar 
Shopping Center. She 
tweaked the spelling to 
Ambrier and had her kennel 
name.

Pamela Bradbury used 
Northwood for her Welsh 
Corgis because her “heart 
was in the North Country of 
Wisconsin.” Her first litter 
of Tibbies contained a little 
girl she named Northwood 
Dragonsong, and Pam 
decided Dragonsong was 
more fitting for an oriental 
breed.

Dianne Tyree had Golden 
Retrievers before Tibbies. 
With the purchase of her 

third Golden, she was told 
the litter theme was Ireland, 
so o� she went researching 
place names. She found 
Wexford, and as a fan of 
author Ruth Rendell’s 
Inspector Wexford mystery 
series, that seemed the per-
fect name for both breeds.

Teri Paris started 
Runningbrook in 1989 
when she lived in 
Manhattan. She dreamed 
of one day having property 
with a running brook, as it 
was her very favorite sound. 
It only took 20 years for her 
to get stuck in the Catskill 

Mountains in the middle of 
winter and discover a prop-
erty that had not one but 
two running brooks on it!

Special names—of people, 
dogs, even sports teams!—
can hold intensely personal 
feelings for us. Brad Hooper 
and Sergio Yazid chose 
Sergio’s mother’s first 
name, Livier, to honor their 
Tibbies. 

Marcia Becker combined 
the names of their first three 
Tibbies—Angel, Roadie, 
and Belle—for Arabelle. 
“Obviously Belle, being our 
first Tibbie, the one that got 

Tibetan Spaniel
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us hooked on the breed, 
earned top billing,” adds 
Marcia.

Torie Marks is a diehard 
Florida State fan, and the 
team has an Appaloosa 
horse named Renegade as 
its mascot. “Being a bit of a 
renegade myself, that name 
seemed perfect.”

Barbara Smith’s kennel 
name Briallu is taken from 
the Welsh for “primroses.” 
Barb’s first Welsh Springer 
Spaniel was Kyna, Ch. 
Shuk’s Kyna Rose, CD. The 
name Briallu celebrates all 
the Welshies and Tibbies 
that followed.

The Flolin prefix was 
coined in 1969 after Linda 
Foiles’s marriage to husband 
Floyd, combining the first 
three letters of their first 
names.

The exotic-sounding 
name of Namtrah is actually 
Hartman spelled back-
wards, as in longtime Tibbie 
breeders Harold and Mary 
Hartman.

Gail Krall chose Lantana, 
a girl’s name from the Greek 
meaning “the rare flower.” It 
is also a vibrant flower that 

Gail would see all over San 
Antonio when the Kralls 
lived there.

Sometimes an evocative 
word makes the choice 
for us. Janet Wright used 
the kennel name Gembox 
when she raised Boxers. She 
considers Tibbies her little 
gems, so she kept the name.

Martha Feltenstein chose 
Kan Sing for her Tibetan 
Masti�s; it’s Tibetan for 
the mythical snow lion that 
appears on the Tibetan 
flag and symbolizes power, 
strength, fearlessness, 
and joy. Once she began 
breeding Tibbies, the name 
seemed equally appropriate.

Lary Hesdor�er and Ed 
Jimenez honored a first 
puppy “whose sable coat 
shimmered in the sunlight 
like spun gold” by choosing 
the name Eldorado. They 
also liked the loose reference 
to the legendary lost city of 
gold, El Dorado.

In my own case, I named 
an Afghan Hound Pashmina 
many years ago. I loved the 
exotic sound of the word, 
the image of the shawl, and 
the silk fabric it is made of. 

For me, it works equally well 
for the Tibbies.

Here’s hoping you’ve been 
inspired.

—Allan Reznik,
reznikallan@gmail.com
Tibetan Spaniel Club of 

America

Tibetan Terriers
SUCCESS IN THE RING AS A 
TIBETAN TERRIER OWNER-
HANDLER

When considering 
acquiring a Tibetan 

Terrier with a view to being 
successful as an owner-han-
dler, one needs to think 
carefully about this choice, 
most especially because 
of the lack of ease when it 
comes to grooming and ring 
preparation. In our case we 
have fallen in love with our 
breed, decide to show them 
ourselves, and have learned 
by trial and error how to 
manage all that it takes to 
show a Tibetan Terrier.

Probably the most chal-
lenging aspect of success 
is the keeping of one’s TT 
profuse double coat in tip-
top, mat-free condition, with 
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the gentleman at shows, and 
he’d keep me up to date on 
how Skipper, the Beardie, 
was doing. Eventually, he 
moved closer to where I 
lived, and one day he called 
to tell me his folks were vis-
iting and wondered if I’d 
like to see Skipper, now 12 
years old. Sure! I drove over 
and when I arrived, Skipper 
came ambling over to say hi. 
Then he sni�ed. And sni�ed 
again. And suddenly he was 
all over me, jumping into 
my arms, licking my face 
and making happy noises all 
the while. It was humbling 
to think a Beardie who only 
knew me for a few weeks as 
a pup would remember me 
with such a�ection a dozen 
years later, with only scant 
sni�s to remind him.

Whether it’s the ability to 
reason, to deduce, to work 
out solutions, to employ 
some sixth sense, or use the 
astonishing sense of smell, 
you can bet your Beardie 
knows more than you think.

—Alice Bixler, 
alice@bedlamkennels.com
Bearded Collie Club of 

America

Belgian Malinois
BEGINNINGS

The year 2023 marks 
40 years since I got 

my first Belgian. That 1983 
beginning seems like ancient 
history now. In fact, it is 30 
percent of the time since 
that day in November 1891, 
when Professor Adolphe 
Reul gathered the herd-
ing dogs of Belgium at 
Cureghem, near Brussels, 
and concluded that “…
there was a consistent type 
of native shepherd dog: a 
square, medium-sized dog 
with well-set triangular ears 
and very dark brown eyes 
that di�ered only in the 
texture, color, and length of 
hair.” (See A History of the 
Belgian Shepherd Dogs, by 
Mara Lee Jiles.) Perhaps this 
anniversary entitles me to a 
few words of reflection.

My first Belgian was not 
actually a Malinois. It was a 
Belgian Sheepdog. Having 
graduated college in 1982, 
then found employment and 
rented lodgings, I turned 
to my next project: buying 
a horse. Except, I could do 
math—and the math said I 

couldn’t a�ord it. 
Well, OK, if not a horse, 

then a dog! I researched 
breeds all summer with the 
help of my brand-new AKC 
Complete Dog Book and the 
breeder listings in the AKC 
Gazette. 

I had grown up with back-
yard Collies, but I wanted 
something di�erent. Maybe 
not quite as di�erent as 
the gargantuan flying mop 
on the dust jacket of my 
Complete Dog Book, identi-
fied as a Komondor clearing 
an obedience jump. For 
various reasons, once I dis-
cussed them with breeders, 
I found the Gordon Setter 
and the majestic white 
Kuvasz not to my taste. I 
spoke to a breeder about 
the sleek, athletic Viszla. 
She told me that I wouldn’t 
want one, because they had 
too much energy. I took her 
word for it and abandoned 
the idea. 

It was another 20 years 
before it occurred to me 
that Belgians have at least as 
much energy as Viszlas. The 
only di�erence is that no 
one told me that I wouldn’t 
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dinary dog this was. She 
was bold and bright, and 
well-constructed, if not 
“typey.” I know now that 
she was more in the mould 
of a working-line Belgian. 
Smart, biddable, and tough 
as nails, she worked for the 
love of working, not because 
of my training skills. She was 
a towering talent. However, 
I, with my Koehler in one 
hand and my Monks of 
New Skete in the other, had 
a long way to go. I wish I 
had known more to start 
with, but we are all con-
demned to be beginners 
sometime or other. 

Tila and I tried everything 
together. It stole a small 
piece of me when she died. 
The day after her death, I 
called a friend to tell him 
the news. He told me he 
that already knew. He knew 
because his dog, Magic, who 
had died just a few months 
before, had appeared to 
him in a dream the previous 
night. He said that Magic 
had run toward him through 
a field, carrying a ball, and 
had spit the ball out at Tila’s 
feet. Tila picked it up and 

followed Magic back out 
of sight through the waving 
bluestem grasses, and thus 
he knew. 

Who could ask for a more 
beautiful way to remember 
their first dog’s final journey 
than this? 

—Carilee (Cole) Moran, 
colemich@sbcglobal.net
American Belgian 

Malinois Club

Belgian Sheepdogs
THE JACK OF ALL TRADES

The Belgian Sheepdog 
is truly a versatile, 

“Jack of all trades” breed—
meaning most will excel 
in as many venues as their 
owners choose to train and 
participate in. The Belgian 
Sheepdog is an elegant, 
active athlete, regardless of 
the sport.

Recently a group of 
friends and I were talking 
about various dog sports, 
and a few of them expressed 
concern and disappointment 
over people not pursu-
ing advanced titles with 
their Belgian Sheepdogs. 
My reply was simply that 

sometimes owners lack the 
discipline themselves to limit 
their activities to just one 
thing. This is definitely how 
I would describe myself! 
With all due respect to 
those who possess the time 
and discipline for advanced 
titles, sometimes some of 
us just love being with and 
training our dogs.

Since this is my debut as 
columnist for the Belgian 
Sheepdog, I suppose an 
introduction is in order. So: 

“Hi, my name is Shelly. 
My dogs and I love doing 
all the things!” I have owned 
Belgian Sheepdogs for over 
20 years now, and this year 
also celebrates my 20th year 
as a Belgian Sheepdog Club 
of America member. I have 
participated in tracking, 
obedience, rally, herding, 
agility, and more recently, 
flyball, disc dog, dock div-
ing, and scent work. Over 
those years, I’ve served as 
tracking chair and secre-
tary for several national 
specialties, did two terms as 
Corresponding Secretary, 
and was the liaison for peo-
ple seeking out puppies and 
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extensive variety of work 
this breed can do. The orga-
nization promotes good 
sportsmanship during spon-
sored performance events 
and encourages such par-
ticipation through its titling 
program. The AWCA also 
assists Collies whose owners 
have found themselves in 
financial need.

Open for members only, 
the AWCA’s Versatility 
Program recognizes 
Collies who have proven 
their competence as versa-
tile working dogs in such 
venues as stock work, obe-
dience, agility, tracking, 
scent work, lure coursing, 
draft work, assistance and 
therapy work, flyball, public 
relations, frisbee/disc work, 
and backpacking, as well 
as conformation. A Collie 
who has obtained titles 
from recognized dog sports 
organizations (such as the 
AKC) is eligible to earn 
the following AWCA titles: 
Versatility Companion Dog 
(VC), Versatility Companion 
Excellent (VCX), Versatility 
Champion (VCH), and 
Grand Versatility Champion 

(GVCH). Points are 
awarded by level of title 
earned from the activities 
listed above, as well as others.

In addition, the AWCA 
Working Titles Program 
o�ers a variety of AWCA-
sanctioned titles. The 
Carting Dog and Carting 
Dog Excellent titles and 
the Herding Instinct 
Certification are open to all.

The AWCA maintains two 
funds, supported by mem-
ber donations, to extend 
financial aid to Collies. The 

Collie Rescue Fund extends 
financial assistance to any 
Collie who has come into 
rescue needing veterinary 
care or treatment. The other 
fund is the Compassionate 
Care Fund for owned 
Collies. When a Collie is in 
need of veterinary services 
but the owner is unable to 
assume the financial burden, 
we can help, and you don’t 
need to be an AWCA mem-
ber to apply for help from 
either fund.

For more information, visit 

Collie Ch. Hazeljanes Bright Future, 1949 (Lippencott photo)
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the website at http//:www.
awca.net. Members are eli-
gible to participate in our 
Versatility program and 
receive a quarterly newslet-
ter, Collie Connection. We 
are also on Facebook, under 
“AWCA.” Both the website 
and Facebook group pages 
feature Collies that have 
earned titles in the Versatility 
program, as well as stories of 
special AWCA Collies.

We would love to have 
you join us. Go to the 
AWCA website, click on 
“Join AWCA,” download 
the application, and follow 
the directions. Then you 
can work toward Versatility 
titles with us, connect 
with like-minded Collie 
people, and receive Collie 
Connection. Our dues are 
nominal, and donations 
received at dues time help 
support our two funds for 
Collies in need of financial 
assistance with veterinary 
expenses. The American 
Working Collie Association 
does good works, entertains 
us, applauds achievement, 
and showcases the versatil-
ity of our wonderful breed. 

—A.R.W.
Thank you, Anne.
—Marianne Sullivan, 

Charlottesville, Virginia  
millknock@embarqmail.com

Collie Club of America 

Finnish Lapphunds
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
BREED

Future Finnish 
Lapphund owners are 

often curious about what 
to expect of their new fam-
ily member. “Lappies,” as 
we call them, have a strong 
desire to please, and as 

social, pack animals they 
are extremely loyal to their 
family and do not wish to be 
without their family mem-
bers. Lappies and children 
make fast friends—although 
as with any herding breed, 
you may need to teach them 
not to herd the children! 
They are also accepting of 
other pets in their household 
when properly introduced. 
However they may “alert 
bark” at strange people, 
animals, or events. In most 
cases, with reasonable e�ort, 
undesired barking can be 
curtailed. 

Finnish Lapphunds
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up on the lower leg, depend-
ing upon the breed and the 
individual. 

On the forefeet, the dew-
claw is similar to the other 
four toes, consisting of 
bones, joints, muscles, ten-
dons, and a nail. 

Essentially, the front dew-
claw is like a human thumb. 
Dogs at rest use them to 
groom and to hold and 
grip items in their front 
paws (e.g., bones, sticks, 
and toys). When standing 
or sitting still, the dog typi-
cally does not put his weight 
on the dewclaw. However, 
when a dog runs and turns, 
the dewclaws bear weight 
when making contact with 
the ground as the dog flexes 
his wrists (carpal bones), 
thereby reducing torque on 
the leg, and providing addi-
tional traction and stability.

In some breeds, including 
the Icelandic Sheepdog, 
the hind dewclaw(s) may 
also be functional, with 
bone and tendon integrated 
into the structure of the 
rear legs—this is what the 
Icelandic standard states as 
“desirable.” With functional 

double dewclaws (a charac-
teristic called polydactyly), 
two separate bones are 
attached to the foot or leg 
for the fifth and sixth toes. 
By contrast, nonfunctional 
dewclaws usually attach only 
to the skin on the inside of 
the leg near the ankle (tar-
sal) bones but still maintain 
a blood supply that allows 
the nail to grow. 

Fore and aft dewclaws 
help the Icelandic Sheepdog 
in the breed’s native envi-
ronment traverse ice and 
volcanic rock and give the 
dog extra “toe-picks” to pull 
himself out of water onto 
rock or an icy surface.

Why do only some dogs 
have dewclaws on their rear 
legs, and even double dew-
claws? These are questions 
still investigated by scientists. 
Most dogs today do not 
have dewclaws on their hind 
legs, and some think that 
vestigial or functional first 
digits in the rear legs/feet is a 
reoccurrence (atavism) of a 
structure that was originally 
present but disappeared via 
evolution. A related view is 
that humans selectively bred 

dogs who presented with the 
unusual—and functional—
rear dewclaws because the 
additional toes and claws 
o�ered advantages for the 
dogs’ work with humans.

Double dewclaws are, 
technically, a genetic anom-
aly or mutation whose 
occurrence may in some 
breeds be associated with 
certain proteins and/or a 
higher-than-normal amount 
of one or more proteins. 
Current research indicates 
that the appearance of poly-
dactyly in dog breeds may 
arise from a combination 
of genetic factors that seem 
to di�er across the breeds, 
though in some cases breeds 
may share one or more par-
ticular factors. 

Researchers have yet to 
fully map the genetic factors 
in Icelandic Sheepdogs that 
give them the rear dewclaw 
as well as polydactylism of 
the rear feet and occasion-
ally the front feet.

No matter the origin, the 
rear double dews on the 
Icelandic Sheepdog are one 
of the keys to the breed’s 
genetic identity. They are 
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vided the crowding and chaos 
inherent in a huge benched 
show, as well as the pleasant 
atmosphere of a very large, 
summertime outdoor show. 

Though our trip entailed 
a two-day drive, I had a 
dog friend along for human 
company and an extra set of 
hands. We did not encounter 
any bad weather en route. 
I preplanned our overnight 
stop almost immediately 
after my decision to attend 
the national. 

Once at the actual show 
site, we checked into our 
first-floor, two-bedroom 
hotel suite—again planned 
for and reserved as early as 
my commitment to attend. 
This gave us a convenient 
location and an island of 
peace and calm to unwind 
after long days at the show.

What type of preparation 
did my dogs receive? We 
entered two of the all-breed 
shows preceding Royal 
Canin. This gave Inga a 
chance to work in the large 
show-arena setting. She was 
BB one day, and BOS the 
other, with her mom, Annie, 
Select Bitch the second day. 

In addition, I work with my 
dogs regularly to improve 
and maintain their physical 
condition. This includes 
flexibility, strength, and bal-
ance exercises. Stretching 
exercises, wobble boards, 
and hill walking are among 
our fitness routines. As far 
as diet, the dogs are fed 
complete and balanced 
meals, with the addition of 
boiled eggs from our hens, 
to enhance coat condition. 
Of course, leash training, 
extensive socialization at all 
life stages, and familiarity 
with all ages and sizes of 
dogs and people begin at 
home and as soon as puppy 
shots are in place.

Words of advice for exhib-
itors considering entering in 
the future:

• Plan early—hotels, over-
night stops, gear to bring, etc.

• Make sure your dogs are 
in top condition.

• Practice with your dogs, 
both the young and sea-
soned veterans. Gaiting, 
standing on the table—I 
sometimes use video, other 
times mirrors, to see what 
the judge sees. Is the dog 

positioned correctly? Are we 
gaiting at the proper speed 
for this dog? The best of 
the best come to Orlando, 
so every little bit of practice 
can help when even a slight 
competitive edge may be the 
deciding factor.

• Have another adult with 
you—to share driving, help 
with gear, and have someone 
to talk to besides the dogs

• Anticipate emergen-
cies- weather-related, car 
problems, etc. Have a 
backup credit card avail-
able for large unexpected 
expenses.

• Bring good walking shoes!

Don’t let the size of the 
show or the length of the 
trip deter you from partici-
pating. Over time, the AKC 
National Championship 
has become a bigger and 
better show, more organized 
and more comfortable for 
humans and dogs alike.

—Diane Polito, President, 
Swedish Vallhund Club of 
America, with assistance 
from Laura Kiedaisch

Swedish Vallhund Club of 
America
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Hindquarters: The hindquarters are 
full and well-rounded, strong, and heavily 
boned. They should be parallel with each 
other and also set wide apart-about as wide 
as the dog at the shoulders. The hind legs 
are short from the hock to the ground, heav-
ily boned, and should seem neither shorter 
than the forelegs nor much bent at the 
hocks. The hindquarters must correspond 
in angulation to the forequarters. The hocks 
should turn neither in nor out. The rear feet 
are like the front feet.

Coat: The body coat is abundant, flat or 
slightly waved, with no tendency to curl. 
The legs are moderately well-feathered, 
but clean below the hocks. The ears are 
furnished with soft, wavy hair. The neck 
has a well-marked frill in the coat. The tail 
is thickly covered with moderately long 
feather. No trimming is acceptable except 
to shape foot feather, or to remove feather 
between the pads or between the hock 
and the feet. The feather between the toes 
must be left in sufficient length to cover 
the nails.

Color: Rich golden liver is the only accept-
able color and is a certain sign of the purity 
of the breed. Dark liver or puce is a major 
fault. White on the chest is a minor fault. 
White on any other part of the body is a 
major fault.

Gait: The round, deep and wide chest of 
the Sussex Spaniel coupled with its short 
legs and long body produce a rolling gait. 
While its movement is deliberate, the Sussex 
Spaniel is in no sense clumsy. Gait is pow-
erful and true with perfect coordination 
between the front and hind legs. The front 
legs do not paddle, wave, or overlap. The 
head is held low when gaiting. The breed 
should be shown on a loose lead so that its 
natural gait is evident.

Temperament: Despite its somber and 
serious expression, the breed is friendly and 
has a cheerful and tractable disposition.

Faults: The standard ranks features of the 
breed into three categories. The most import-
ant features of the breed are color and gen-
eral appearance. The features of secondary 
importance are the head, ears, back and back 
ribs, legs, and feet. The features of lesser 
importance are the eyes, nose, neck, chest 
and shoulders, tail, and coat. Faults also fall 
into three categories. Major faults are color 
that is too light or too dark, white on any part 
of the body other than the chest, and a curled 
coat. Serious faults are a narrow head, weak 
muzzle, the presence of a topknot, and a gen-
eral appearance that is sour and crouching. 
Minor faults are light eyes, white on chest, 
the deviation from proper height ranges, 
lightness of bone, shortness of body or a 
body that is flatsided, and a bite other than 
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scissors. There are no disqualifications in the 
Sussex Spaniel standard.

CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provisional 
judges should be addressed to the Judg-
ing Operations Department at PO Box 
900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. Let-
ters concerning Agility, Obedience, Rally, 
Tracking, and VST applicants should 
be addressed to the Companion Events 
Department in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the 
request of a judge or judge applicant, 
provide that individual with copies of let-
ters received regarding their judging qual-
ifications. As a result, it should be under-
stood that any such correspondence will 
be made available, upon request, to the 
judge or judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all Conformation 
and Junior Showmanship judges to notify 
the Judging Operations Department of any 
changes or corrections to their address, 
phone, fax or emails. These changes are 
very important because they affect your 
judges’ record, the web site and the Judges 
Directory. 

Please notify Judging Operations by 
email at judgingops@akc.org.

APPLICANTS
The following persons applications have 

been submitted for the breed(s) speci-

fied but they are NOT eligible to accept 
assignments.

NEW BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Mrs. Sara Black (112313) TX

(903) 530-7989
seblack2222@gmail.com
Bulldogs

Mr. Michael R. Deer (112419) TX
(847) 910-9905
privacylawyer@hotmail.com
Dalmatians

Mrs. Cynthia (Cindy) Freeman 
(112403) WA

(760) 285-3906
qrlabs@yahoo.com
Labrador Retrievers

Mrs. Sheryl Kendrick (112405) TX
(254) 717-7815
serendipitykennel@gmail.com
Shetland Sheepdogs, JS - Limited

Mr. Jeffrey Margeson (112361) VA
(240) 674-7158
jmargeson70@gmail.com
Chinese Cresteds, Xoloitzcuintli, Aus-
tralian Shepherds, Border Collies, Min-
iature American Shepherds, JS

Mrs. Sharlene M. Pitman (106864)
VA
(540) 775-5496
brookhavenlabradors@verizon.net
Labrador Retrievers, JS

Mr. Mark A. Russo (111871) CT
(860) 738-9090

mailto:judgingops%40akc.org.%20?subject=
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Ms. Shelley Miller (102995) NC
(919) 525-5001
sunmagicclumbers@gmail.com
Brittanys, German Shorthaired Pointers

Ms. Donna R. O’Connell (81640) TX
(214) 724-6629
tuscanydoc@comcast.net
Bracco Italiani

Mrs. Betsey Orman (99925) WI
(847) 778-7661
brambliepup@gmail.com
German Shepherd Dogs, Norwegian 
Buhunds, Polish Lowland Sheepdogs

Mr. John C. Ramirez (1814) CA
(310) 991-0241
jrami68620@aol.com
American Eskimo Dogs, Boston 
Terriers, Finnish Spitz, Norwegian 
Lundehunds, Schipperkes, 
Xoloitzcuintli

Mr. Benson E. Ray (97179) SC
(843) 933-5367
benson592@aol.com
Dalmatians, French Bulldogs, Tibetan 
Terriers

Dr. Judi Roller (102261) WI
(608) 370-2679
judir7024@gmail.com
Bluetick Coonhounds, Plott Hounds, 
Redbone Coonhounds, Rhodesian 
Ridgebacks, Treeing Walker 
Coonhounds

Mr. Thomas Schonberger (107485) AK
(907) 529-6693

yogi@mtaonline.net
Doberman Pinschers, Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dogs

Ms. Amy Sorbie (36968) CO
(720) 245-5781
amy.sorbie@vca.com
Border Collies, Collies, Norwegian 
Buhunds, Shetland Sheepdogs

Mr. Robert E. Stein (37717) TX
(210) 725-0661
topwinn@gmail.com
Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING 
APPLICANTS
Ms. Jessica Braatz (112407) FL

(239) 691-2970
jessicajadenbraatz@gmail.com
JS

Ms. Caroline Clegg (112318) OH
(513) 313-9371
carolinemclegg@gmail.com
JS

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been 

approved on a <B>Permit<B> basis for 
the designated breeds in accordance with 
the current judging approval process. 
They may now accept assignments 
and the fancy may still offer comments to 
Judging Operations.
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DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mr. Geir Flyckt-Pedersen
Ms. C.L. (Surely) Rawlings

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC 
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been submitted to The American 
Kennel Club.

Letters in regard to these applications 
should be addressed to Gina DiNardo, 
Executive Secretary.
BLUE MOON-Belgian Sheepdogs – Janet 
E. Bennett
CAELI PR- Poodles- Angeliz Perez & 
Cariemar Rivera 
CALI DREAMIN’ – Great Danes- Renee 
Broden
DOCKSIDE- Australian Shepherds – 
Julia L. Wade
GOLDEN HEART- Yorkshire Terriers- 
Sviatlana Isklandarzada
HASHTAG- Dachshunds- Herminio 
Perich
HEARTHSIDE- Australian Shepherds- 
Betsy J. Atkinson
HEARTHSIDE- Miniature American 
Shepherds- Betsy J. Atkinson
J-BIRD’S- Poodles- Margaret J. Rucker DVM
LA BRISA – Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 
Retrievers- Laura Hamilton
MEADOWBROOK- Golden Retrievers- 
Lauren Sawyer

MTN HOLLOW- Australian Shepherds- 
Denise Miller  & Samuel Miller
OPENHEART – Bernese Mt. Dogs- 
Alicia A. Barnes & John P. Beaston
OSTRAVA- German Shepherd Dogs- 
Libor Zavalsky & Rachael A. Savalsky 
REIVAX-French Bulldogs- Alfredo M. 
Davila & Maria M. Davila
ROYAL DYNASTY- Doberman 
Pinschers- Ashley R. Tufte
SERENDIPITY- French Bulldogs- Penny 
L. Wyatt
TEMPLAR-Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels- Christine Morigi
TIMBER SPRINGS- Wirehaired 
Dachshunds- Jennifer Carlson
VOM WURTTEMBERG- Giant 
Schnauzers- William (Corey) Compton

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a 

breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted.
ALLHEART-Australian Shepherds-Mary 
F. See
ARCTIC ICE-Samoyeds- Pamela Egan
BEARDS&BOURBON-Wirehaired 
Pointing Gri�ons-Tania Warnock
BLACKCREEK-German Wirehaired 
Pointers-Amanda C. Martino
BLACK WATCH-Wirehaired Pointing 
Gri�ons -Kristen A. Mathis & Thomas A. 
Mathis
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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

AKC OFFICES AT 101 PARK AVENUE,
NEW YORK, NY 
MAY 5, 2023

The Board convened on Friday, May 5, 
2023, at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time.

All Directors were present in the New 
York office except for Dr. Battaglia who 
participated by phone. The Executive 
Secretary was also present.

Copies of the April 10-11, 2023 Board 
Meeting minutes were provided to all 
Directors for review.

Upon a motion by Mr. Powers, seconded by 
Ms. McAteer, the April 2023 Board Meeting 
minutes were unanimously approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Mr. Sprung updated the Board on a num-
ber of business matters as well as on past 
action items.

Management held a series of meetings 
with the senior staff of different corporate 
sponsors resulting in each being success-
fully renewed. 

The AKC and Government Relations 
department will each have a booth 
at Westminster along with the AKC 
Canine Health Foundation and the AKC 
Museum of the Dog.

A discussion was held on a request for 
registration of cloned dogs. Based on 
input from numerous Staff and in keep-
ing with the Board Policy established in 
January 2010 there was unanimous agree-
ment not to accept registration of a clone. 
Under certain circumstances a cloned dog 
may obtain a PAL enrollment.
   
Legal Update
The Board reviewed the Legal 
Department update as of April 2023.

FINANCE
Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, pre-
sented preliminary financial statements 
(unaudited) as of March 31, 2023.

Unaudited Financial Results for the 3 
months ended March 31, 2023
Net Operating Income is $4.3 million 
due to lower controllable expenses and 
increased Registration and Sports & 
Events revenue.

REVENUES:
Total Revenues of $27.1 million exceed 
budget by 1%.











https://www.votervoice.net/AKC/Home








JUNE 2023AKC GAZETTE 140

Update on AKC Brand Tracker Report 
Supplement
Staff provided an update on brand aware-
ness, brand tone and consumer percep-
tion of AKC based on survey responses. 
These results are collected and quantified 
quarterly. 

COMPANION and PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice 
President, Sports & Events participated 
in this portion of the meeting; Caroline 
Murphy, Director, Performance Events; 
and Diane Schultz, Director Obedience, 
Rally, and Tracking participated in this 
portion of the meeting via video confer-
ence. 

Tracking Tests - Recording Devices, and 
Protective Eye Goggles 
The Board reviewed a Staff recommen-
dation to modify the AKC Tracking 
Regulations to state that:
1) that recording devices are not allowed 
on the tracking field and 2) that dogs may 
wear eye goggles.

There has been an increase in exhibitors 
using various recording devices, while on 
the tracking field, and then challenging 
the decision of the judges both at the test, 
and after the test on social media.
Exhibitors have asked that we allow the 
dog to wear protective eye goggles to 

avoid eye injury from various plants and 
seeds found in tracking areas across the 
country. Protective coats and footwear are 
currently allowed.

This will be discussed further at the July 
meeting. 

Change to Gordon Setter Walking National 
Gun Dog Championship 
The Board reviewed a recommenda-
tion to remove a condition regarding 
the GSCA Walking National Gun Dog 
Championship that states if the Parent 
Club fails to hold its traditional horseback 
National Championship, the right to hold 
the walking event may be rescinded by 
the Performance Events Department.

This recommendation ensures a National 
Championship stake for walking handlers 
can continue to be held for the Gordon 
Setter if the Parent Club so chooses, 
regardless of if they host a traditional 
horseback National Championship stake.
This is a change to the Field Trial Rules 
and Standard Procedures for Pointing 
Breeds. If approved by the Board, this 
addition must be approved by a vote of 
the Delegates.

This will be discussed further at the July 
meeting. 
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This will be discussed further at the July 
Board meeting.

Major Reserve at Specialty Shows - Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows Chapter 16, 
Section 1
The Board reviewed a proposal to mod-
ify Chapter 16, Section 1 of the Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows, which would 
allow specialty clubs the option to offer 
the awarding of a three-point major to 
Reserve Winners provided that the num-
ber of dogs competing in the regular 
classes of the Reserve Winner’s sex totals 
at least twice the number required for a 
five-point major at any specialty show for 
its breed.

This will be discussed further at the July 
Board meeting. 

JUDGING OPERATIONS
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, 
Sports & Events, and Tim Thomas, Vice 
President of Conformation, participated 
in this portion of the meeting. 

Conformation Judges Daily Limit
Following its discussion at its February 
2023 meeting, the Board directed Staff 
to draft a white paper memo on the 
potential benefits of a rule change low-
ering the daily limit for Conformation 
judges to 150 entries. This memo would 

be forwarded to the Delegate Dog Show 
Rules and All-Breed Committees for 
feedback if the Board should choose to 
consider this matter further. The most 
recent version of the draft memo was 
reviewed in May and will be represented 
in July following edits based on the 
Board’s discussion. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION 
to discuss sensitive business matters. 
Nothing was reported out of this session. 

CLUBS
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice 
President, of Sports & Events; Glenn 
Lycan, Director of Event Operations 
Support; and Lisa Cecin, Director of 
Club Relations participated in this por-
tion of the meeting via video conference. 

Two Path Event Process for New Club 
Accreditation to License Status 
The Club Relations Department is pro-
posing two event paths from accred-
itation to license status for all new 
clubs. Currently, there are eight event 
paths for clubs to reach license status. 
The event path assigned to a club will 
depend on their experience in the sport. 
This recommendation will simplify the 
licensing process for clubs and Staff.













http://www.americanwaterspanielclub.org/
https://www.barbetclubofamerica.com/
http://theboykinspanielclub.com/
http://www.theamericanbrittanyclub.org
http://www.amchessieclub.org/
http://www.clumbers.org/
https://www.americanspanielclub.org/
http://www.ccrca.org/
https://englishcocker.org/
http://www.esaa.com/
http://www.essfta.org/
http://www.fieldspaniels.org/
https://fcrsa.org
http://www.gspca.org/
http://www.gwpca.com/
http://www.grca.org/
http://www.gsca.org/
http://www.irishredwhitesetterassociation.com/
http://www.irishsetterclub.org/
http://iwsca.webs.com/
http://www.thelabradorclub.com/
https://www.lagottous.com/
https://www.kooikerhondjeusa.org/
http://nsdtrc-usa.org/
http://www.americanpointerclub.org/
http://www.spinoneclubofamerica.com/
http://www.sussexspaniels.org/
http://www.vcaweb.org/
http://weimaranerclubofamerica.org/
http://www.wssca.com/
http://www.awpga.com/
http://www.whvca.us/


http://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/american_english_coonhound/index.cfm
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/american-foxhound/
http://www.azawakhs.org/
https://www.basenji.org/
http://basset-bhca.org/
https://www.nationalbeagleclub.org
https://abtcc.org
http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/bluetick_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.borzoiclubofamerica.org
https://cirneco.org/
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/english_foxhound/index.cfm
https://www.gbgv.net/
http://www.greyhoundclubofamericainc.org/
http://www.harrierclubofamerica.com/
http://www.ihcus.org/
http://www.iwclubofamerica.org/index.html
http://neaa.net/
http://www.otterhound.org/
http://www.pbgv.org/
http://www.ph-club.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/plott-hound/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/portuguese-podengo-pequeno/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/redbone-coonhound/
http://www.rrcus.org/
https://salukiclub.org/index.html
http://www.deerhound.org/index.shtml
https://sloughi-international.com/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/treeing-walker-coonhound/
https://www.americanwhippetclub.org


WORKING GROUP

parent club links
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Akita Alaskan 
Malamute

Anatolian 
Shepherd Dog

Bernese 
Mountain Dog

Black Russian 
Terrier

Boerboel Bullmastiff Cane Corso Chinook

Dogue de  
Bordeaux

Dogo Argentino German 
Pinscher

Giant  
Schnauzer

Great Dane Great Pyrenees Greater Swiss 
Mountain Dog

Komondor Leonberger

Kuvasz Mastiff Neapolitan 
Mastiff

Newfoundland Portuguese 
Water Dog

Rottweiler Saint Bernard Samoyed Siberian Husky Standard 
Schnauzer

Tibetan Mastiff

Boxer

Doberman 
Pinscher

http://www.akitaclub.org/
http://alaskanmalamute.org/
https://asdca.club
https://www.bmdca.org/
http://www.brtca.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/boerboel/
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.bullmastiff.us/
http://www.canecorso.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/chinook/index.cfm
http://www.dpca.org/
https://www.dogousa.org/
http://www.ddbsa.org/.
https://germanpinscher.org/
http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/
http://www.gdca.org/
https://greatpyrenees.club
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://komondorclubofamerica.org/
http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
http://www.mastiff.org/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
http://saintbernardclub.org/
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/


TERRIER GROUP

parent club links
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Cesky Terrier

Airedale Terrier American  
Staffordshire Terrier

Australian Terrer Bedlington Terrier

Border Terrier

American 
Hairless Terrier

Bull Terrier Cairn Terrier Dandie Dinmont 
Terrier

Fox Terrier 
(Smooth)

Glen of 
Imaal Terrier

Irish Terrier Kerry Blue 
Terrier

Lakeland Terrier

Miniature Bull 
Terrier

Miniature 
Schnauzer

Norfolk Terrier Norwich Terrier

Parson Russell 
Terrier

Scottish Terrier Sealyham TerrierRat Terrier Russell Terrier

Skye Terrier Soft Coated 
Wheaten Terrier

Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier

Welsh Terrier West Highland 
White Terrier

Wire Fox Terrier

Manchester 
Terrier

http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
http://www.btcoa.org/
http://www.btca.com/
http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
http://ddtca.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/rat-terrier/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/russell-terrier/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://sealyham.org/
https://stca.us/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
https://welshterrier.org/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
http://www.aftc.org/


http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://biewerterrierclubofamerica.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
https://chihuahuaclubofamerica.org
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://www.japanesechinclubofamerica.org/
https://www.americanmaltese.org
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
http://thepekingeseclubofamerica.net/
https://ampomclub.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
http://silkyterrierclub.yolasite.com/
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/


NON-SPORTING GROUP

parent club links
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Xoloitzcuintli

American Eskimo 
Dog

Bichon Frise

Coton de Tulear

Boston Terrier Bulldog Chinese  
Shar-Pei

Chow Chow Dalmatian Finnish Spitz French Bulldog

Keeshond Lhasa Apso Löwchen Norwegian  
Lundehund

Poodle  
(Miniature)

Schipperke Poodle (Standard) Shiba Inu Tibetan Spaniel Tibetan Terrier

http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
https://www.usactc.org/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org/
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/norwegian-lundehund/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.schipperkeclub-usa.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shibas.org/index.html
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/xoloitzcuintli/


HERDING GROUP

parent club links
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Finnish 
Lapphund

Australian  
Cattle Dog

Australian  
Shepherd

Bearded Collie Beauceron Belgian Laekenois

Belgian  
Malinois

Belgian Sheepdog Berger PicardBelgian Tervuren Bergamasco

Bouvier des 
Flandres

Briard Canaan Dog Cardigan Welsh 
Corgi

Collie (Rough) Collie (Smooth) Entlebucher 
Mountain Dog

German Shepherd 
Dog

Icelandic 
Sheepdog

Miniature American 
Shepherd

Mudi Norwegian Buhund Old English 
Sheepdog

Pembroke 
Welsh Corgi

Polish Lowland 
Sheepdog

Puli Pyrenean 
Shepherd

Pumi

Shetland 
Sheepdog

Swedish  
Vallhund

Spanish Water Dog

Border Collie

https://www.acdca.org/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/belgian-laekenois/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.picards.us/
https://bccusa.org/
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/finnish_lapphund/index.cfm
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org/
https://www.mudi.us/
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pumiclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org/
https://www.swdclub.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/


http://www.akc.org/events/handlers
http://www.akc.org/events/junior-showmanship/junior-clinics/
http://www.akc.org/events/handlers/adult-clinics/
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