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It’s the time of year when the AKC Humane Fund solicits 
nominations for the annual Awards for Canine Excellence (ACE). 

Since the ACE program’s founding in 2000, the selection  
committee has relied on AKC member clubs to nominate 
award-worthy dogs in the categories of Exemplary Companion, 
Search and Rescue, Service, Therapy, and Uniformed Services K-9. 

ACEs are given to dogs who enrich, inspire, or in some meaningful 
way contribute to the lives of individuals or entire communities. 

Clubs and club members have been responsible for nominating 
many dogs that became ACE winners. These include show and 
field champions, top companion-event competitors, and even a 
Westminster Best in Show winner. 

Club members are the eyes and ears of 
the ACE program in communities from 
coast to coast. You might know of a great 
dog in your club or in your breed who you 
feel deserves this kind of national recog-
nition. But it will only happen if you and 
your club bring that canine hero to our 
attention and make a nomination. 

Nominations close July 1
Make a Nomination

Calling  
All Clubs:
Play Your 
        ACE!

On Our Cover: 
Komondor, photo  
David Woo ©AKC

Rufus: 2006 Westminster 
BIS and an ACE-winning 

therapy dog.

mailto:venus.rodriguez%40akc.org?subject=
mailto:gazette%40akc.org?subject=
https://www.akc.org/subscribe/
https://www.akc.org/about/awards-and-honors/akc-humane-fund-awards-canine-excellence-ace/
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ASTA Billie Jean King 
National Tennis 

Center, Flushing Meadow 
Corona Park, Queens, New 
York

JUDGES 
Best in Show 
Elizabeth Sweigart
Groups 
Sporting Group Frank 

Kane (England); 
Hound Group Edmund 

Dziuk; 
Working Group Paula 

Nykiel; 
Terrier Group Connie 

Clark; 
Toy Group Cindy 

Vogels; 
Non-Sporting George 

Milutinovich; 
Herding Group Thomas 

Coen; 
Junior Showmanship 

Finals Vicki Seiler-
Cushman;

Masters Agility 
Championship Andrew 
Dicker (England), Lori Sage 

Masters Obedience 

Championship Alice A. 
Peterson

Breed Judges

VIEWER’S GUIDE
Saturday, May 6
Masters Agility 

Championship preliminar-
ies, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
westminsterkennelclub.org 
livestream;

Masters Obedience 
Championship, 8:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m., westminsterken-
nelclub.org livestream

Sunday, May 7
Masters Agility Finals, 

2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., FOX 
telecast 

Monday, May 8
Select coverage of 

breed judging and Junior 
Showmanship Preliminaries, 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., FS2 
LIVE telecast 

Hound, Toy, Non-
Sporting, and Herding 
breed judging, and Junior 
Showmanship Preliminaries, 

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
westminsterkennelclub.org 
livestream;

Hound, Toy, Non-
Sporting, and Herding 
group judging, 7:30 p.m.  
to 11:00 p.m., FS1 LIVE 
telecast 

Tuesday, May 9
Sporting, Working, and 

Terrier breed judging, and 
Juniors Preliminaries, 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., westmin-
sterkennelclub.org livestream;

Junior Showmanship 
Finals: 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m., FS1 LIVE telecast; 
Sporting, Working, and 
Terrier group judging, and 
Best in Show, 7:30 p.m. to 
11:00 p.m. FS1 LIVE tele-
cast

Daily highlights: WKC 
YouTube and Twitter

Premium List

Westminster Preview
147th Westminster KC Show, May 8 and 9

https://www.westminsterkennelclub.org/2023-dog-show-info/meet-the-2023-judging-panel
https://www.westminsterkennelclub.org/2023-dog-show-info/westminster-kennel-club-dog-show-premium-list-2023
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�e 1st Annual   SMART DOG TRAINING CONFERENCE 
is your amazing journey into all things DOG! Do you want 

to learn more about training? Are you a SAR handler or 
is dog sports your hobby? Do you train, own or deploy dogs 

in special ways that help humans stay safe? �en this is where 
you want to be in August.

Over 80 K9 Related Vendors!          www.MySmartDog.net
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columbus, ohio—An all-star lineup 
of a hundred top agility teams will 
converge on Columbus for the annual 
running of the AKC Agility Premier 
Cup on Saturday, July 8. 

This year, the Agility Premier Cup 
returns to historic Crew Stadium, the 
first facility built specifically for Major 
League Soccer. 

The AKC Agility Premier Cup will 
present America’s top agility teams  
competing for $10,000 in prize money. 
Mike Teh, the distinguished agility  
competitor and coach, will judge the 
annual agility showdown.

Agility Showdown

in Ohio

https://www.akc.org/sports/agility/events/akc-premier-cup/
https://www.akc.org/sports/agility/events/akc-premier-cup/
https://www.mysmartdog.net/


https://www.caninecollege.akc.org/page/show/141446
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VIDEOS

Garden Parties

Westminster memories from the photo collection of the AKC GAZETTE. 0:55

Refresh Your Memory

Relive the excitement of last year’s Westminster Best in Show judging. 25:42

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_O4n-qqHfs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAeDCSkTwyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PAeDCSkTwyA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_O4n-qqHfs


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufsGovP__nk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GBl_NXEUbSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufsGovP__nk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GBl_NXEUbSM
https://irishsetterclub.org
https://coloradokennelclub.org


https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-offer


of Pet Insurance Coverage*, a feature of their AKC registration.

Send your puppies to their new home with extra peace of mind.

Contact our Breeder Support Team to learn 
more about how you can send your puppies 
home with the Initial 30 Days of Coverage.

A lot can happen in the first 30 days.

Are your puppy
buyers prepared? 

GI Upset 

Ear Infection

Broken Bones

Lacerations

Foreign Body Ingestion**

Cherry Eye

After your litter is registered, complete each puppy’s individual registration with the 
American Kennel Club.

Send puppy buyers to www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-oϜer to learn more about
the Initial 30-Day Offer.

Direct them to Customer Care at 1-866-725-2747 if they need assistance with activation.

The Initial 30 Days of Coverage from AKC Pet Insurance (underwritten by Independence 
American Insurance Company) may cover unexpected accidents and illnesses that occur 
in your puppies’ first days in their new homes.

Conditions that may be eligible
in the Initial 30 Days of Coverage:

https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-offer


https://interlockingsscofmonee.com
https://interlockingsscofmonee.com 
https://chicagolandsheltieclub.org
https://chicagolandsheltieclub.org
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RINGSIDE
Photos by Lynda Beam

Chicagoland Shetland Sheepdog Club 



https://youtu.be/H0g7mN--i6k
https://youtu.be/H0g7mN--i6k
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/
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Maud Earl (British 1864–1943)
“White Light”
Oil on canvas
56 ½  x  44 inches
AKC Museum of the Dog, purchase with 
gift from Gayle Bontecou

New Girl           in Town
Unseen and unknown for a hundred years, a 
Maud Earl masterpiece finds a new home on 
New York’s big stage.
By Alan Fausel



https://www.museumofthedog.org
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among the 85 owners, 
breeders, and breakers in 
the massive work on display 
at the museum. Though 
not the largest figure in the 
composition, the elder Earl 
chose to place the young 
Arkwright’s portrait—he 
was then in his early 20s— 
in the exact center of the 
painting. If one were to run 
a line bisecting the horizon-

tal and vertical dimensions 
of the painting they would 
meet at the head of William 
Arkwright. 

THE DOG 
Knowing the identity of 

the sitter in all portraits of 
human or canine is key. 
Sadly, over the years, lack 
of record keeping, changing 
of hands, and loss of  

Detail: The artist placed young 
William Arkwright in the exact 
center of his huge canvas.

George Earl (British 1824–1908)
“A Field Trial Meeting at Bala, North Wales”
Oil on canvas
52 ¼ x 77 ¾ 
AKC Museum of the Dog, acquired through Acquisition and Restoration Fund and gifts 
of Gayle Bontecou, David Merriam, and Alan and Kay Fausel





mailto:membership@museumofthedog.org
mailto:membership@museumofthedog.org
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times past

… [H]is full name was 
Rufus H. Phelps, the H. 
standing for his maiden 
name, Hubbard. [Mrs. 
Phelps was born Annabel 
Hubbard.] 

This is the dog that died so 
recently and had so remark-
able a personality. He was 
fearless, loyal, intelligent, 
thoughtful, and an excellent 

hunting dog. He was known 
universally for his literary 
associations. He loved the 
library and an open fire. He 
adored men of letters.

I suppose no other dog 
has ever had such aristo-
cratic literary companions. 
Rufus was actually stroked 
by Joseph Conrad. Caressed 
by Hugh Walpole. Petted 

by G.K. Chesterton. And 
kissed by John Galsworthy.

In 1928, when my wife 
asked Bernard Shaw to write 
his name in one of his books 
which she had bought and 
brought for him, he drew his 
fountain pen with exactly 
the same flourish with which 
Lohengrin, in the opera, 
draws his sword, and then 
asked her what day it was. 
She replied that it was a very 
important day in Irish his-
tory, July 12 [Orangemens’ 
Day], but much more 
Irishly important for another 
reason—“It is the birthday 
of our Irish Setter, Rufus 
H. Phelps. Then Mr. Shaw 
wrote his name in his beau-
tiful handwriting, and under 
it he inscribed: “Rufus’ 
birthday.”

So although he never 
had the honor of meeting 
Rufus, he came as near to it 
as possible.

… The death of a dog 
with so many friends of lit-
erary importance naturally 
was of news value to the 
world. Therefore, I was not 
at all surprised to learn that 

During the years between the two world wars, no 
American did more to popularize great books and their 

authors than William Lyon Phelps (1865–1943). 
Phelps spent 40 years at Yale as a professor of literature. He 

was lionized by generations of students, who regularly voted 
him the most inspiring teacher on campus. His influence, 
however, extended far beyond the ivied walls of academia. 

As a book reviewer, newspaper columnist, radio com-
mentator, spellbinding lecturer, and all-around celebrity 
intellectual, Phelps’s classroom was America itself. 

Called “America’s foremost promoter of the humanities” 
by Life magazine, Phelps made it his mission to imbue his 
fellow citizens with the joy of reading. He preached, “Books 
are of the people, by the people, for the people.” Such was 
Phelps’s renown that distinguished authors visiting from 
abroad eagerly made the trek to New Haven to meet the 
great man, and to no doubt thank him for increased sales of 
their books. 

Phelps and his wife, Annabel, owned many dogs and cats 
during their 46 years of marriage. In an exclusive article 
written for the December 1931 akc gazette,  excerpted here, 
Phelps eulogized a special favorite, his spirited Irish Setter. 





https://shop.akc.org/products/the-new-complete-dog-book?variant=3279588868&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&gclid=Cj0KCQiAic6eBhCoARIsANlox86fSczlKcwEyn6eIo45tshYZl-aO3qJVuI_0ehXEzxTgrtgb-6YeKMaAsCDEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
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dog people

ABC News, February 11, 2009:  
At 10 years old, Stump is 

the oldest winner in the history of 
Westminster. Stump was retired up 
until last week, when his handler Scott 
Sommer suddenly decided: “He looks 
good. We’ll take him.”

Stump’s comeback was impressive, he 
beat out nearly 2,500 dogs to become 
the nation’s top dog. Stump has not 
competed since 2004, after becoming 
seriously ill. “It’s a miracle,” Sommer 
told the Associated Press. “He got very 
sick; his body just quit. Here he is now, 
winning Westminster. I’m just like 
thrilled.”

Scott  
Sommer
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breed columns
Edited by Arliss Paddock

The Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Club of America’s recent national 
specialty showcased the breed’s qualities through an array of  
performance events as well as conformation competition. Coverage 
starts on p. 49, including a report by club president Tiffany Cannon 
and candids by photographer Shea Braune.

mailto:arlisspaddock%40akc.org?subject=


mailto:Arliss.Paddock%40akc.org?subject=
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Afghan Hounds

I presented the following 
comments at the Afghan 

Hound World Congress in 
2016.

ONE AFGHAN HOUND, THREE 
STANDARDS

I am proud to uphold the 
AKC breed standard for 
the Afghan Hound. It has 
su�ced unchanged, main-
taining the breed on this 
continent nearly 70 years. In 
e�ect it has had bearing on 
the Afghan Hound through-
out the world.

With more than 20 years’ 
involvement in judges’ 
education, I can say that 
students learning to become 
judges of the Afghan Hound 
agree that our breed stan-
dard is of a comprehensive 
nature and that it is well 
written.

It almost scares me to 
hear the words come out of 
my mouth that this breed 
standard was only in place 
22 years when I acquired 
my first Afghan Hound. 
The standard was written 
by members of the Afghan 
Hound Club of America in 

1948 and approved by the 
AKC in that same year.

When I was in my teens, 
I had the opportunity to 
meet a founding member 
of our parent club who was 
also a co-author of the o�-
cial breed standard. She 

was Dr. Gertrude Kinsey. 
At that point in her life, Dr. 
Kinsey only had a cat. At 
that point in my life I 
couldn’t possibly know the 
right questions to ask her, 
so I just enjoyed listening to 
stories of her experience with 

breed columns

Afghan Hound Ch. Holly Hill Desert Wind, Anna Katherine Nicholas, 
and Jane Forsyth at Westchester KC, 1966 (Photo by Gilbert)



https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/01092010/AKC-Meet-the-Breeds-REG-Form-CHI-2023-.pdf




mailto:harryonly%40aol.com?subject=
https://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
https://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
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Katayama, share that they 
had a Basenji once, but no 
longer. 

Eunice Ockerman: “I’ve 
been stopped by several 
people who told me their 
family had a Basenji when 
they were a child. Tellingly, 
as adults they never owned a 
Basenji.”

Kristi Thornley: “I have 
five sisters, and we grew 
up with Basenjis. Although 
every one of my sisters have 
at least one dog, my parents 
and I are the only ones who 
still have Basenjis.”

Suzanne LaCroix: “This 
year my Michigan State 
University Veterinary 
Medical Center ophthalmol-
ogist, Dr. Chris Pirie, DVM, 
DACVO, shyly asked if he 
could take a photo with our 
two litters of puppies—14 
in total. He was raised with 
Basenjis, and he wanted to 
send the photo to his dad in 
Toronto, who still had some.”

In terms of magnetic 
attraction, we Basenji fanci-
ers can give as good as we 
get. Many fanciers talk of 
“whipping illegal U-turns” 
to stalk the breed. I will even 

chase a potential Basenji-
looking profile in a car that 
I am following—I must find 
out if I’m right.

Kristi Thornley: “It’s the 
one time I will initiate con-
versation, if I come across 
a Basenji somewhere other 
than a dog show.”

Lisa Marshall: “I was driv-
ing with a coworker over 
lunch and spotted a couple 
walking a Basenji. ‘OMG, 
it’s a Basenji—I have to pull 
over!’ I leaned out and said, 
‘Hi, you have a Basenji! I’m 
the president of the local 
Basenji club!’ They came 
to the window, and the little 
Basenji jumped up on the 
door to my open window. 
It turned out he was a lit-
ter-brother to my daughter’s 
Basenji. My co-worker was 
stunned at what a small 
world it can be.”

Sometimes when out with 
their dogs, fanciers can’t 
avoid attracting others—
even if they try not to. I was 
walking two Basenjis and 
crossed the street twice to 
avoid a woman on a bike 
with two dogs in baskets. 
I was so annoyed that she 

kept following me back 
and forth—didn’t she get 
the message? When she 
got close, she told me she 
wanted me to see what 
happens when you cross a 
Basenji with a Chihuahua 
… the result was in the back 
basket.

My favorite example of 
the strength of the Basenji 
magnetic field is fancier 
Lorraine Kraft’s story:

“In 2008, my husband 
Kevin and I met online in 
a site called Dogster (think 
social media site purely 
from a dog’s perspective). 
When you posted info, it 
was all done in the voice of 
your dog. My first Basenji, 
Stormie, had a profile, 
and Kevin’s dog, Loki (a 
Basenji–Shiba Inu mix), 
also had a page. Stormie 
and I lived in a small town 
in Pennsylvania, and Kev 
and Loki in Cleveland. 
There were thousands of 
dog profiles on the site, and 
of course all the Basenji 
members began to form 
little cliques and groups. 
And then Stormie and Loki 
became pals. And then Kev 



mailto:marciabarkless%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.basenji.org
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coated Dachshunds can 
have an undercoat. It is a 
desirable trait for the hound 
that goes to ground. 

Now we get to the color of 
those hairs. Color depends 
on the presence of pigment 
in the dog’s epidermis (the 
outer layer of skin). There 

are only two basic pigments 
that determine the color of 
canines: eumelanin (black/
dark brown) and phae-
omelanin (red/yellow). All 
dogs, no matter what color 
they are on the outside, are 
genetically either black/
brown or red/yellow. All 

other colors result from 
other genetic factors or 
modifiers acting on these 
two pigments. These two 
pigments are controlled 
by the pigment gene, but a 
variety of factors a�ect how 
these colors are expressed 
on the hair shaft. The color 

The Dachshund’s AKC standard includes extensive description of the breed’s colors and patterns—which  
include red, black and tan, dapple, and piebald, as well as others.
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2020). Both articles can be 
accessed online.

—Trudy Kawami,
salixbrooklyn@aol.com
Dachshund Club of 

America

Greyhounds
GREYHOUND TOPLINES

There are many things 
that have been said 

about Greyhound toplines 
over the years. One of the 
questions I am asked as 
the Greyhound Club of 
America’s Judges’ Education 
Coordinator is how much 
topline is too much, and 
how much is not enough. 
Recently a GCA member 
reported to me that a judge 
told her that her dog, with a 
truly moderate topline, had 
too much for her and looked 
like a Whippet. This leads 
me to believe that there is a 
genuine gap in the under-
standing of this important 
feature of the Greyhound. 

The topline of the 
Greyhound is all about the 
curves, from the arch in the 
neck, through the smooth 
transition into the withers, 

which should not be steep, 
into the lumbar vertebrae 
that start to slowly rise from 
the anticlinal vertebrae 
through the lumbar verte-
brae to the croup, which 
slopes gently down into the 
tail vertebrae. By the way, if 
you think the previous sen-
tence runs on, it illustrates 
the continuous flow of the 
topline of a Greyhound! 
None of this flow should 
be abrupt or steep, nor 
should it be angular or flat. 
If you dropped an imagi-

nary droplet of water onto 
the head of a Greyhound, it 
should flow nonstop from 
the head to the tip of the 
tail. 

A flat topline can only 
be met by angles at the 
shoulders and the croup, 
disrupting the flowing, 
curvaceous outline. Now, 
what makes the topline flat 
on a Greyhound? Usually, 
it is too much length in 
the loin, or lack of mus-
cling, which not unusual in 
puppies. The dogs appear 

Greyhound illustration by Susan Cassem 
shows the breed’s flowing, curvaceous 
outline.

mailto:salixbrooklyn%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org
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characteristics outlined in 
the standard should be pres-
ent in all, but variations can 
and should be welcomed, so 
long as the dog in your ring 
is clearly an Ibizan Hound. 

—Meegan Pierotti-Tietje
Ibizan Hound Club of the 

United States

Otterhounds
PRESERVING AND PROTECTING 
OTTERHOUNDS

The Otterhound Club of 
America Reproduction 

Bank was incorporated in 
2017, after years of care-
ful thought and planning 
about ways to live up to 
our purpose of preserving 
and protecting our breed. 
Already the bank has frozen  
semen from 17 dogs, with 
more being processed. 
Given the fact that the num-
ber of Otterhound puppies 
born per year averages 
between 35–40, having 
reproductive material from 
17 dogs of the past com-
bined with our present stud 
dogs is truly promising for 
the future. Breeders, con-
formation devotees, and 

companion owners can 
donate their dogs’ semen for 
use years in the future. This 
e�ort is especially important 
for healthy, correctly struc-
tured dogs whose owners 
may not want to show in 
conformation. Their dog 

Otterhound Muddcreek’s Spring 
Harvest, whelped in 2006, sire 
of a recent litter through the 
Otterhound Club of America’s 
Reproduction Bank; two female 
pups from the litter.

https://ihcus.org/
https://ihcus.org/
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can contribute to the future 
without ever setting a paw 
in the conformation ring. In 
a breed with a limited num-
bers and a limited gene pool, 
the ReproBank promises a 
strong future for the breed. 

The past five years have 
been busy ones. This last 
year, the first litter was born 
from Muddcreeks’ Spring 
Harvest, a dog born in 2006, 
whose photo appears with 
this column. Also pictured 
are two girls from the result-
ing litter. While the litter was 
small, these girls will even-
tually (depending on their 
health clearances) pass on 
genes that would have been 
lost otherwise, since this was 
Harvest’s first litter. We are 
excited to welcome these 
girls, whose dam was  
produced from semen of a 
dog also in the bank. 

Being able to breed to 
dogs of the past enables 
us to ensure our dogs 
continue to closely resem-
ble their ancestors. In 
fact, the OHCA judges’ 
ed presentation stresses 
the connection between 
today’s Otterhounds and 

their ancestors born many 
decades ago who hunted 
otters in packs throughout 
the British Isles and Ireland. 
The ReproBank is one way 
to ensure this continuity.

The OHCA ReproBank 
has been influential, and we 
are proud of the fact that the 
AKC has founded the AKC 
Purebred Preservation Bank 
using the Otterhound’s as 
a model. Our president, 
Joellen Gregory, has been a 
forceful advocate for repro-
duction banks and now is 
on the board of the AKC 
Purebred Preservation 
Bank. We encourage other 
breeds to either form their 
own semen bank or join the 
AKC e�ort to ensure breed 
continuity and preservation.

O� to a good start, the 
ReproBank is future-oriented. 
We continue to urge breeders 
to freeze and preserve the 
semen of dogs they have 
produced with good health 
and structure. 	

As every historian will tell 
us, the road to the future is 
based on knowledge of and 
retention of what is good 
from the past. That is the 

aim of the Otterhound Club 
of America reproduction 
Bank. We are a breed small 
in numbers, but we have 
always had big ideas and 
dreams.

More information on The 
OHCA Reproduction Bank 
can be found at https://www.
ohca-reprobank.org.

—Eibhlin Glennon, 
Riverrun Otterhounds,  
eibhlinglennon@yahoo.com

Otterhound Club of 
America

Petits Bassets Gri�ons 
Vendéens
THE 2023 PBGV NATIONAL

As a rare breed with 
very few breeders and 

individuals participating in 
conformation, the PBGV 
Club of America is learning 
to diversify to attract more 
people to participate in our 
national and regional  
specialties. 

This year our specialty was 
held in Kerrville, Texas, at 
the YO Ranch Hotel, which 
had served as our host hotel 
in 2019. We o�ered a vast 
array of titling events to 

https://www.ohca-reprobank.org
https://www.ohca-reprobank.org
mailto:eibhlinglennon%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://otterhound.org/
http://otterhound.org/
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national-specialty obedience 
and rally competition, and 
then moving into a series of 
seminars. The first seminar 
focused on a health topic of 
interest to any pet owner: 
diseases that can cross the 
zoonotic barrier. (Zoonotic 
diseases are those spread 
between people and ani-
mals.) This was presented 
by Dr. Hamer from Texas 
A&M Veterinary School. 
The next seminar was open 
to all but focused on steps 
to purposefully breeding 
“good” litters and raising 
young puppies. This round-
robin-style session allowed 
several breeders five minutes 
each to quickly summarize 
their approach to topics on 
everything from choosing 
a mate to picking the best 
puppy homes. 

After that we had a Trick 
Dog seminar and testing 
event, culminating in the 
opportunity to teach your 
dog tricks and test within the 
span of the few hours. This 
group was split between 
those with dogs brand-new 
to the event, and those look-
ing to earn advanced titles. 

Friday evening concluded 
with the Top 20, where 
Judge’s and People’s Choice 
winners were selected. 
The week wrapped up on 
Saturday, with the national 
specialty conformation 
competition followed by 
the national banquet. For 
individuals who chose to 
participate in the week’s 
Triathlon event, we recog-
nized dogs that participated 
in and achieved qualifying 
scores in two or three events 
throughout the week. 

Our goal with this year’s 
specialty was to honor 
the preservation breeders’ 
commitment to producing 
quality PBGVs, while rec-
ognizing that growth for 
most clubs will come in the 
form of introducing people 
to performance events and 
non-conformation activities. 
Mostly, we hoped people 
would enjoy themselves and 
their dogs and find a way to 
become more involved in 
this breed that we love and 
want to see thrive for gener-
ations to come. 

If any other clubs want 
information about how to 

incorporate these activi-
ties into their specialties, 
please feel free to reach out 
to me. —Ti�any Cannon, 
PBGVCA President and 
2023 National Specialty 
Show Chair (alwayspbgv@
aol.com)

Thank you, Ti�any.
—Susan Smyth, PBGVCA 

gazette column chair,  
oldyork2002@aol.com

Petit Basset Gri�on 
Vendéen Club of America 

Pharaoh Hounds
THE BREEDER’S CODE OF 
ETHICS

In serving as the breeder- 
referral contact for the 

Pharaoh Hound Club of 
America, the question I would 
most frequently hear is “Why 
is it so di�cult to find a 
Pharaoh Hound puppy?”

For the most part, breed-
ers of Pharaoh Hounds are 
members of the Pharaoh 
Hound Club of America. As 
a prerequisite to member-
ship, they have signed the 
PHCA’s code of ethics and 
have made a commitment 
to breed, thoughtfully and 

mailto:alwayspbgv%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:alwayspbgv%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:oldyork2002%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.pbgv.org
http://www.pbgv.org
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selectively, those dogs they 
consider to be both physi-
cally and temperamentally 
sound and of good breed-
ing quality. They are not 
breeding simply to produce 
puppies; they are breeding 
for good, sound examples 
of the breed. They are striv-
ing for quality, not quantity. 
Therefore Pharaoh Hound 

puppies are not in overabun-
dance.

Of course, there are also 
puppies available that are not 
bred by PHCA members. 
These breeders may or may 
not breed according to the 
high ideals of the PHCA’s 
code of ethics. When I send 
a list of PHCA breeders to a 
potential buyer, I include a 

copy of the code. The buyer 
can use it as an excellent 
guideline in making a truly 
informed purchase, pro-
tecting himself in selecting 
a breeder as well as pro-
tecting his puppy’s future. 
(PHCA breeders pledge, “I 
realize that I have a lifelong 
responsibility to make every 
reasonable e�ort to protect 

Pharaoh 
Hound
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the well-being of each dog 
I produce. This includes 
accepting the return or res-
cue of any Pharaoh Hound 
that I have bred, regardless 
of age.”)

I am frequently told that 
the Pharaoh Hound has 
captured the imagination 
of the caller, who says he 
must have one. This feeling 
is understandable, given the 
breed’s beauty and exotic 
history. I always ask, “What 
do you really know about the 
breed?” followed by “What 
kind of daily life can you 
o�er a Pharaoh Hound?”

It is no longer surprising 
to me that many people 
think no further than hav-
ing the dog sitting serenely 
on the couch, gazing into 
its mysterious past. It is my 
responsibility to inform them 
that the elegant Pharaoh 
Hound is in reality an avid 
hunter and an intelligent, 
truly active, and often noisy 
dog that requires adequate 
time, attention, training, and 
exercise to bring out his very 
best qualities and full poten-
tial to make him the good 
companion and housedog 

that he can be.
Mostly, it is fairly simple 

to find out whether or not a 
person would be a suitable 
Pharaoh owner. A casual, 
20-minute interview can 
reveal a lot about a person’s 
background in dog owner-
ship and attitude regarding 
ownership responsibility. 
After this conversation, 
many people realize that the 
Pharaoh Hound is not the 
right breed for them. When 
I send the PHCA Breeders 
list, I am confident that the 
breeders will continue to 
conduct an in-depth inter-
view with each potential 
buyer before deciding to sell 
him a Pharaoh.

The safest thing that can 
happen to a breed is that 
it remains obtainable but 
not overly popular. Our 
breeder-members take their 
obligations to the Pharaoh 
Hound very seriously. I 
hope that I will continue to 
hear “Why is it so di�cult 
to find a Pharaoh Hound 
puppy?”—Rita Laventhall 
Sacks, 2010 

Pharaoh Hound Club of 
America

Salukis
INTERNATIONAL SALUKI 
EVENTS UPCOMING

This summer will see 
two significant inter-

national events for Saluki 
fanciers—the Centenary 
celebrations of the Saluki 
or Gazelle Hound Club, 
and the Saluki European 
Congress.

Centenary of The Saluki or 
Gazelle Hound Club

The Saluki or Gazelle 
Hound Club, the first and 
oldest Saluki club, began in 
a meeting room at the great 
British dog show, Crufts, 
in February 1923. A small 
but determined group of 
breeders and fanciers would 
achieve breed recognition 
in July of that year, and the 
first championship points 
were awarded in October. 
Famous kennel names 
would arise from that sem-
inal meeting—Amherstia, 
Sarona, and Orchard—and 
several of those founding 
members had owned the 
hounds in the post-WWI 
Middle East. 

This year, the Saluki or 

https://ph-club.org/
https://ph-club.org/
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Gazelle Hound Club is 
hosting a series of events to 
commemorate their century 
of existence. Earlier this 
year, on February 8 (the 
anniversary of that inau-
gural meeting), there was 
a special luncheon in the 
elegant dining room of the 
Kennel Club and a viewing 
of the Saluki archives in that 
splendid library. At Crufts 
there was a toasting event 
for Salukiphiles old and new, 
past and present, with spe-
cial attentions arranged for 
the Saluki entries at three 
shows in April and May 
(the former hosted by the 
Northern Saluki Club).

Over June 1, 2, and 4 there 
will be two championship 
shows and lure coursing tri-
als, Parade of Champions, 
dining, lectures, and a sale of 

Saluki artwork. On October 
21, the SGHC’s traditional 
championship show, the 
judging will feature a “Saluki 
of the Year” competition, and 
a breed-education seminar 
the following day. The club 
is even producing centena-
ry-branded merchandise 
for sale. President Michael 
Williams invites us—”We 
look forward to celebrating 
with you throughout the 
year!” More information can 
be found at https://salukiclub.
co.uk/centenary/ or by con-
tacting the club secretary, 
Dr. Michelle Ulyatt,  
secretary@salukiclub.co.uk.

      
Saluki European Congress

This June, the Swedish 
Saluki Club (Svenska 
Salukiringen) will present 
a European Congress in 

the lovely, historic town of 
Kristianstad, in southern 
Sweden. They will bring 
together Saluki breeders, 
owners, and judges from all 
over Europe to share their 
wisdom and experience 
about the breed’s history, 
function, and standard, and 
to spread knowledge about 
the dual-purpose Saluki our 
breed should be—“a com-
plete Saluki who can win 
both in the show ring and 
on the lure coursing field.” 
The Congress’s elegant 
logo, designed by Marielle 
Turesson, has been specially 
designed to embody the 
ideal nature of the Saluki: 
beauty and performance.

Lectures, panel dis-
cussions, banquet, and 
socializing will take place on 
June 26, along with an art 

Logos of the Saluki and Gazelle Hound Club; banner for the upcoming Saluki European Congress.

https://salukiclub.co.uk/centenary/
https://salukiclub.co.uk/centenary/
mailto:secretary%40salukiclub.co.uk?subject=
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exhibition and art lottery. 
Following the Congress 
itself, on the 27th and 
28th will be two champi-
onship shows, presided 
over by three international 
judges. A unique compe-
tition will award a prize of 
honor for the Best Dual-
Purpose Saluki who has 
won a placement in the 
World Championship Lure 
Coursing.

As of this writing, Saluki 
fanciers will be coming 
from all across Europe, 
Scandinavia, and the U.K., 
and from as far away as 
the U.S. and New Zealand. 
The Congress planning has 
been meticulous; there is 
ground-transport advice, and 
dog-friendly hotels have been 
secured for participants! 
More information can be 
found at the Swedish Club’s 
website, http://www.saluki.se, 
and at the Facebook group 
Saluki European Congress 
2023.

It’s an unusually exciting 
year for our breed—Tally ho!

—Brian Patrick Duggan, 
bpduggan@mac.com
Saluki Club of America

Scottish Deerhounds
WHAT CAN I DO WITH MY 
DEERHOUND?

After a new owner 
brings their new, gor-

geous Deerhound puppy 
home and the puppy has 
become part of the family, 
the question often comes up 
about what would be a fun 
activity that the family can 
share with their Deerhound. 
“A tired puppy is a good 
puppy,” so the saying goes, 
and a Deerhound is large 
and fast growing and needs 
to have stimulating growth 
experiences to mature into a 
well-adjusted adult. 

Sometimes a puppy can 
suddenly reach an age where 
lack of adequate exercise 
and mental challenges cause 
some behavioral problems. 
And sometimes a youngster 
outgrows the simple plea-
sures of a younger puppy. 
What can an owner do with 
and for their Deerhound 
that will o�er the kind of 
life that is rewarding for 
everyone? Let’s look at 
what might be appropriate 
for puppies and for older 
Deerhounds.

Hiking or walking can 
be a great experience for a 
Deerhound and their per-
son. Starting o� with small 
hikes on leash can be times 
to enjoy exploring all the 
wonders of the world, both 
visual and olfactory, and 
often our dogs can help us 
discover things about the 
world around us that we’ve 
passed by previously. Our 
dogs are keyed into sights 
and sounds sometimes pre-
viously unknown to us, and 
discovering these things 
together can strengthen 
our relationships in won-
derful ways. Finding safe 
fenced places where our 
Deerhounds can enjoy the 
exhilaration of using their 
bodies by racing for the 
sheer joy of it can bring a 
sense of freedom and liber-
ation to us both. O�-leash 
walking in unfenced areas 
needs to be approached with 
more care and depends on 
the safety of the area, as well 
as on how reliable the recall 
that has been taught.

Obedience is something 
that our Deerhounds must 
learn in order to live har-

http://www.saluki.se
mailto:bpduggan%40mac.com?subject=
http://www.salukiclub.org
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Oon their way to becoming 
Trout Creek Kennel. Fun 
fact: the Scotts are also  
credited with coining the 
breed name, American 
Hairless Terrier. 

In 1999, the United 
Kennel Club (UKC)  
recognized the Rat Terrier 
with the understanding that 
their hairless counterpart, 
the AHT, also received  

Coated and hairless adult AHTs; 
Jemima and Snoopy, early AHTs; 
coated/hairless litter; coated and 
hairless pups; adult male hair-
less; adult female hairless.



mailto:wmk.ahts%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.ahtca.info
https://www.ahtca.info
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Aussie owner, or it can leave 
her with a sour taste in her 
mouth, never to consider an 
Aussie as a pet!

This fact was brought 
home to me at a show I 
attended in Pennsylvania 
some years ago. After the 
show was over, we exhib-
itors were all standing 
around enjoying lunch, 
and a woman approached 
me. She said, “You may 
not remember me, but you 
are—or rather, your puppy 
is—the reason I now own 
two Australian Terriers!” 

At the show the previous 
year, she had attended to 
watch the Cairns, because 
she was interested in a dog 

to show in agility and obe-
dience. While standing next 
to the ring, she had seen the 
Australian Terriers being 
shown. I had stood next to 
her and talked to her for 
most of the classes, just 
making idle chitchat, and 
she had admired the puppy 
I was showing. 

Because I had to go 
directly from the Winners 
Bitch class into Best of 
Breed, I didn’t have much 
time to switch dogs, so I 
asked her if she would be 
willing to hold my puppy. 
This way I didn’t have to 
put the puppy in the crate, 
where my special was wait-
ing his turn. She said that 

the moment I handed her 
the puppy, it was love at first 
sight. Lizzie looked her right 
in the eye with a knowing 
look and gave her a little 
kiss. That was all it took!

Over the next year, the 
woman adopted a rescue 
Australian Terrier and then 
got a puppy from a breeder 
in her area. She is very 
pleased with their progress 
in the performance sports 
and is enjoying the interac-
tions with her dogs. She says 
they are very responsive and 
willing, even eager, to learn 
and perform. What better 
advertisement for our breed 
can we get than positive 
word of mouth from happy 
owners?

So, you see, a little gesture 
can go a long way! There 
could have been a much 
di�erent outcome if Lizzie 
had not worked her Aussie 
magic on this woman, or 
if the woman had been 
ignored ringside; she might 
now be the owner of another 
breed. 

Think about it the next 
time you are standing next 
to someone at the show or 

Australian 
Terrier
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meet them on the street. 
Sometimes it only takes a 
smile or a tail-wag to start 
a conversation that could 
bring someone into our 
Aussie family. 

—Dr. Grace Massey, 
Gloucester, Virginia

firewalkeraussies 
@gmail.com

Australian Terrier Club of 
America

Bedlington Terriers
THE MEASURES OF SUCCESS

I know I’m not the only 
breeder who would come 

home after a show week-
end to the question from 
the significant other, “Well, 
did you win Best in Show?” 
The answer would always 
be “no.” The ensuing com-
ment would be, “Why, then, 
do you bother? You’ll be 
remembered as the crazy 
liver lady!” 

(I don’t know, and proba-
bly never will know, what it 
is about persons who carry 
the Y chromosome that 
makes them seem to think 
that defeating everyone at 
an event is the only thing 

that makes participation 
worthwhile.)

There’s a Japanese word, 
ikigai, that best describes 
why we all keep coming 
back. Its definition: “a sense 
of purpose or something 
that gives us a sense of pur-
pose; something that brings 
us fulfillment or enjoyment.”

After 42 years, I must say, 
I still enjoy bringing my 
young ones out to shows 
and watching them bloom. 

It’s fun to see old friends 
and make new ones. Finding 
a great meal with friends can 
make the weekend wonder-
ful. Getting out and showing 
is a necessary ingredient that 
contributes to the success of 
a breeder. An honest evalu-
ation of one’s dogs and the 
willingness to appreciate the 
quality of dogs bred by oth-
ers enriches the experiences 
that make for a successful 
breeding program.

Bedlington Terrier

mailto:firewalkeraussies%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:firewalkeraussies%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.australianterrier.org/
https://www.australianterrier.org/
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Data generated by the 
AKC indicates that I have 
registered 269 dogs with 
them, representing five 
terrier breeds, primarily 
Bedlington Terriers. Over 
half of them have cham-
pionship titles, and more 
recently Grand Champions. 
There are a few dogs titled 
in performance events. 
Obviously, not all these dogs 
have lived out their lives 
with me! 

In the past few years the 
tally has increased, since I 
have been registering all my 
puppies before conveying 
them to their new owners 
so I can be certain that my 
obligation to my Breeder of 
Merit agreement is fulfilled. 
I could go on with a litany of 
my conformation exhibition 
achievements, but I don’t 
believe that it is the major 
measure of success.

When I acquired my first 
Bedlington Terrier, other 
breeders warned me that 
the precious puppy I just 
purchased was likely to 
be a�ected with inherited 
copper toxicosis (ICT), a 
progressive liver disease. 

I looked into the data, 
and a researcher from the 
University of Minnesota 
estimated that 75 percent 
of our breed was actually 
a�ected with ICT, which 
results in a painful illness 
and premature death. At 
that time, I was shocked, 
and I vowed to do whatever 
I could to minimize the 
incident of ICT. I wanted 
to look myself in the eye in 
the mirror. I had a biopsy 
done on the young dog, and 
he was not a�ected, but he 
was a carrier. A decade later, 
a physician geneticist at 
the University of Michigan 
launched a study that 
would result in a molecular 
genetics technique for deter-
mining CT status. It wasn’t 
perfect, and it still isn’t, but 
it was an e�ective enough 
tool to significantly mini-
mize the incidence of the 
disease. I sent them blood 
samples from as many dogs 
as I could put my hands on. 
This watershed was one of 
the major factors in the for-
mation of the AKC Canine 
Health Foundation. That 
success gave me a sense of 

purpose and was most  
fulfilling!

My clients all know that 
I am accessible at any time 
for any reason. The calls I 
really love are the ones that 
tell me that the Bedlington 
I sold them is the best dog 
they ever owned of any 
breed. Another commented 
that I must “do something” 
to the puppies that makes 
them so good and di�erent 
from other Bedlingtons. 
One of my favorite com-
ments was made to another 
breeder, “If I knew how 
great Bedlingtons were, I 
wouldn’t have had chil-
dren!” I can’t hear enough 
of it, and it certainly brings 
great enjoyment and a feel-
ing of success.

I have placed most of my 
show dogs and breeding 
animals in loving homes 
after they retired from their 
careers. I feel that they 
deserve a one-on-one rela-
tionship as a cherished pet. 
Some of our dogs have lived 
extraordinarily long lives 
with few medical problems. 
I’ve cared for many young 
dogs before they went on 
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to their retirement homes. I 
can honestly say that none 
of them ever su�ered a pre-
ventable accident or were 
medically neglected. A very 
fulfilling success, I would say.

I appreciate the attention 
of the gazette readers, and 
it is my fond hope that every 
one of you has the sense of 
purpose and the fulfillment 
and enjoyment that I have 
experienced in my involve-
ment with purebred dogs.

—Lucy Heyman, 
Platinum Breeder of Merit, 
Spring, Texas

Bedlington Terrier Club of 
America

Border Terriers
THE ORIGINAL BREEDERS’ 
TRUE INTENTIONS

It seems to me we serious 
dog breeders are all in the 

same boat: continuing the 
e�ort to produce the canine 
specimen who best rep-
resents the standard of our 
breed. We study our written 
standards word for word, 
coming up with an interpre-
tation of what it all means. 
Taking this knowledge and 

understanding to the whelp-
ing box, we critique our 
litters accordingly, deciding 
on which pups stay, destined 
to compete in the show ring 
and remain in our breeding 
programs. 

What brings colorful mix-
tures to the plate are the 
interpretations themselves. 
When learning, we all com-
prehend things di�erently. 
When reading, we tend to 
focus on certain points, 
making assumptions about 
which ones are critical and 
which ones are only slightly 
significant. The result is 
that show rings are full of 
nice representations of each 
breed, however di�erent. 
Thus, our judges have the 
opportunity to apply their 
own interpretations as they 
line up their winners. This in 
turn (unfortunately or not) 
can influence breeders to 
change their breeding goals.

Many breeders believe 
that it is all well and good to 
criticize a standard, an indi-
vidual dog, or a winner but 
there is a bottom line we all 
agree on. This bottom line 
exists because each breed 

was developed with a certain 
intention. Whether it was 
to be the perfect lapdog, a 
guard dog, a hunter of  
vermin or fowl, every breed 
was created for a particular 
reason. 

When we get too wrapped 
up in the dog show 
world—a fun place to be, 
assuredly—we sometimes 
lose our way, forgetting what 
the original breeders had 
intended when creating their 
breed. 

How many of you have 
taken notice when a breed 
suddenly appears to have 

Border Terrier, July 1989

https://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
https://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
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lost its length of leg, or the 
loin becomes too long, or 
the overall size becomes too 
large or too small? Heavy 
bone becomes fine bone, 
massive heads become 
overly refined … I could 
go on; you get the picture. 
This is due to overcorrecting. 
Although breeders are to be 
commended for recogniz-
ing problem areas in their 
breed, often they will over-
correct, breeding too far to 
the extreme opposite, rather 
than remaining within the 
confines of the standard. 

Judges should refrain 
from overcorrecting in the 
ring as well, which rein-
forces the inappropriate 
direction. Being mindful of 
what each breed was truly 
intended for will help keep 
the winners well within the 
descriptions the standard 
provides.

The Border Terrier is not 
an exception to trends of 
deviation from the stan-
dard or of breeders going 
overboard in correcting 
problems. We’ve had entries 
of overly tall and long-
backed dogs change to 

preponderance of overly 
small and short-backed 
dogs. I recall a conversa-
tion with a well-established 
breeder describing how at 
one point years ago, breed-
ers all realized they needed 
to “fix rears,” so they all 
went home and did just 
that. Several national spe-
cialties later, while proudly 
admiring the nicely cor-
rected rears, they all gasped 
and said, “Now look what’s 
happened to our fronts!” 
Lesson learned: Breed for 
the total dog, not just its 
parts.

Breeding and making final 
judgments about represen-
tation of the breed involves 
the ability to refrain from 
selecting extremes and 
from overcorrecting. It is 
our responsibility (both 
breeders and judges) to 
remember what the breed 
was created to do, the 
details of the written stan-
dard, and what the original 
breeders’ true intentions 
were. —Lynn D. Looper, 
2011 

Border Terrier Club of 
America, Inc.

Bull Terriers
IS THE IMPOSSIBLE EVER 
POSSIBLE?

For many of us who have 
been showing for years, 

the time comes to invest in 
a new, promising puppy. 
We contact a breeder with 
whom we have worked 
before and set in motion 
puppy-rearing, socialization, 
and beginning handling 
classes. 

That is what Darcy 
Lawson and partner 
Bernie had undertaken 
when they acquired young 
Nellie. Everything sud-
denly changed when Nellie 
was 4½ months old. Darcy 
and Bernie were running 
errands, with Nellie along 
with them for the ride, when 
their car was hit by a truck 
travelling at high speed. 
Although Nellie was in her 
crate, her lumbar spine was 
fractured. Special veterinary 
care was needed in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, some 500 miles 
away. Even then the news 
wasn’t great, as the best 
outcome from the surgery 
was an 80-percent chance 
of weakened hindquarters, 

https://www.btcoa.org
https://www.btcoa.org
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Cairn Terriers
I KNOW IT WHEN I SEE IT: 
BREED TYPE IN THE CAIRN 
TERRIER

At a recent dog show, 
an exhibitor asked 

what I meant when told 
her dog had good breed 
type. I immediately thought 
of Supreme Court Justice 
Potter Stewart’s famous 
1964 remark on how he 
knew obscenity when he saw 
it. But while we may recog-
nize correct breed type, it is 
as important to be able to 
describe why we think a dog 
is correct.

The AKC Glossary 
defines the word type 
as “the sum of qualities 
that distinguish dogs of 
one breed (breed type) 
or dogs from one kennel 
(kennel type) from oth-
ers.” On a simpler level, 
we understand type when 
we immediately recognize 
a dog by its breed. Instant 
recognition occurs because 
we understand the essence 
of the breed, even if only 
on a gut level. We have 
a mental image of that 
“breed-ness” that includes 

all those characteristics that 
make a distinct breed. 

Breeders and owners 
need to know type, even at 
basic levels; for judges, it is 
an absolute requirement. 
Recognizing breed type is so 
basic that every shelter dog 
is described by someone 
guesstimating what breeds 
are in the animal’s makeup. 
Identifying a rescue as 
part this or that is done by 
comparing against mental 
images of breeds. 

So, if a Cairn is in front of 
me, across a distant field, or 

seen merely in silhouette, I 
should recognize his “Cairn-
ness” immediately by the 
components of type which 
separate him from other 
breeds. When you know it, 
you can’t help but see it.

Starting with an overall 
look, the Cairn is a small, 
sturdy dog with short legs. 
These qualities alone imme-
diately separate a Cairn 
from the majority of dog 
breeds.

The Cairn head is short 
in length, with a muzzle 
shorter than the skull and a 

Even seen only in silhouette, one should be able to recognize a Cairn 
Terrier’s “Cairn-ness” immediately by the distinctive aspects of breed 
type that separate it from other breeds.



mailto:patjoyce1%40att.net?subject=
http://cairnterrier.org/
http://cairnterrier.org/
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Makes You Smile,” which 
was a saying created by Paul 
Keevil, exhibitor, Dandie 
breeder, judge, artist, writer, 
and o�cial photographer at 
Discover Dogs in London 
for the Kennel Club. He 
lives in Surrey, England.

Dandie lovers also made 
the trip to Scotland in July 
of 2022 to join breed aficio-
nados from many countries 
to celebrate the survival of 
the Dandie at its birthplace. 
(See the Dandie column 
from the November 2022 
issue for more details.) The 
DDTCA has also continued 
to work with experts and 
is forming partnerships in 
many areas to provide edu-

cation for all of us regarding 
the health and genetics of 
our breed. These e�orts are 
critical to our continuing 
to bring the Dandie num-
bers up from the brink, 
carefully breeding our dogs 
using genetics and appro-
priate breeding choices to 
have healthy litters leading 
to Dandies enjoying long, 
happy lives.

This year, those who 
admire and love this breed 
are participating in Scottish 
and Celtic festivals in var-
ious locations. Each year 
in Mount Dora, Florida, 
this celebration includes a 
parade with Scottish bag-
pipe players and other 

events. In 2022 and 2023, 
Dandies have been a feature 
of the parades! This year’s 
festival was in mid-Febru-
ary. There was also a Celtic 
festival held at Ormond 
Beach, Florida, on April 
16. This festival also fea-
tures a dog parade of the 
breeds originating in that 
part of the British Isles, 
which includes the Dandie 
Dinmont Terrier. 

These are exciting and fun 
events that let us demon-
strate the temperament and 
loving traits of the Dandie 

Adult Dandie Dinmont Terriers; 9-month-old Dandies; Dandie pups



mailto:anitaksimpson%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ddtca.org
http://www.ddtca.org
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hand-stripping the dead coat 
to keep the correct texture 
and length. Coat care of pets 
will depend on the owner’s 
desire to either maintain 
the texture or have the coat 
clipped quarterly, if that is 
easier for them. Clipping a 
Wire coat results in loss of 
the wiry texture as well as 
loss of color on the head and 
body.

There are variations in 
coat type within both breeds. 
These create subtle dif-
ferences in frequency of 
grooming and how much 
they shed.

Longevity and overall health
Fox terriers are very 

hardy, healthy, and stoic. A 
lifespan of 13 to 16 years of 
age is considered normal, 
given proper care, nutrition, 
and vaccine protocols. 

There are known health 
issues in both breeds; 
proper health testing by 
breeders can minimize 
them. Both breeds have 
been known to have sub-
luxating patellas and hip 
dysplasia. All puppies 
should be checked for heart 

murmurs—many are out-
grown, but some can shorten 
life span. Degenerative 
myelopathy and Van den 
Ende–Gupta syndrome are 
known in Wires. Fortunately 
there is a DNA test available 
for both these disorders, and 
most breeders are diligent in 
testing. While not a�ecting 
longevity, deafness is occa-
sionally found in Smooth 
puppies.

Structure: similarities and  
differences	

Over the past several 
decades there has been 
some divergence between 
the two breeds in terms 
of ear carriage. The stan-
dard for both is identical, 
but Wires today typically 
do better in the show ring 
with high-set, “fancier” 
ears. More variances in ear 
size and ear-set seem to be 
accepted in Smooths, even 
though both standards call 
for small ears breaking well 
above the back-skull. Other 
minor structural points are 
similar as called for by the 
standard. (See the standards 
on the American Fox Terrier 

Club website, www.aftc.org.)

Final thoughts
We have tried to point out 

all the positive and chal-
lenging aspects of owning 
these breeds. Coat care and 
shedding, and their boister-
ous and independent nature 
and strong prey drive typ-
ical of most terriers are the 
most obvious. Their zest for 
life and a�ectionate nature 
makes them so much fun. 
They are not for everyone, 
but they will always be for 
us. Any prospective owner 
must be smart, intuitive, 
and ready for anything—
just like these breeds. —Jean 
Finn (halcar@comcast.net) 
and Anne Beckwith  
(halcaranne@gmail.com)

Thank you, Jean and 
Anne, for your very insight-
ful comments about Fox 
Terriers.

—Judy March Dawson, 
bjscout90@gmail.com, 
Frederick, Maryland, and 
Joan Gordon Murko, dono-
hill@optimum.net, Woodland 
Park, New Jersey

American Fox Terrier 
Club

http://www.aftc.org
mailto:halcar%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:halcaranne%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bjscout90%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:donohill%40optimum.net?subject=
mailto:donohill%40optimum.net?subject=
http://www.aftc.org
http://www.aftc.org
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Glen of Imaal Terriers
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
BREED’S “MAGIC NUMBERS”

In his February 2009 
breed column, Bruce 

Sussman wrote about the 
“magic numbers” in our 
breed. That column’s open-
ing paragraph reads: 

“Two numbers appear 
repeatedly in the breed’s 
AKC standard and are 
worth remembering. 
Because the numbers 3 and 
5 contribute so mightily 
toward an understanding of 
breed conformation, we are 
given to calling them our 
‘magic numbers.’”

The ideal height-to-length 
ratio in Glens (withers to 
ground, and sternum to 
buttocks) is approximately 
3 to 5. The ratio of the 
muzzle to the back-skull 
is also approximately 3 to 
5, and the average weight 
is 35 pounds (females 
slightly less). It should be 
stressed that there are no 
disqualifications in the breed 
standard, and overall bal-
ance is more important than 
any single measurement. 

There is one more number 

we can keep in mind regard-
ing the breed: the number 9, 
as in the 9-inch-by-9-inch 
tunnels our dogs must fit 
through for earthdog tri-
als. Earthdog titles are not 
easily achieved. Finding 
a club that holds regular 
practices or even resorting 
to keeping pet rats for prac-
tice can be very helpful. I 
have taken di�erent dogs to 
practices and trials over the 
last 15 years, but only one 
of mine has ever titled. She 
earned a Junior Earthdog 
title in 2013, and her Senior 
Earthdog title in 2015. We 
attempted Master, but she 
weighed 34 pounds and 
could not squeeze through 

the constriction in the 
Master Earthdog tunnel. 
Her extreme frustration at 
failing to get past it was evi-
dent to all of us who could 
hear her loud vocalizations 
from the tunnel. 

GITCA o�ers a Lifetime 
Award in Versatility at three 
di�erent levels: Junior, 
Senior, and Master. At the 
Master Versatility level, the 
dog must have earned titles 
in either four sports (includ-
ing three advanced levels) 
or five sports (including two 
advanced levels); and one 
of those titles must be in the 
sport of earthdog. GITCA 
believes that earthdog titles 
are an important achieve-

Glen of Imaal Terrier
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ment, proof that our terrier 
has retained his prey drive 
along with the physical attri-
butes (appropriate size and 
flexibility) that made him a 
valuable working terrier on 
small Wicklow holdings. 

As mentioned, the earth-
dog tunnels consist of a 
three-sided 9-inch by 9-inch 
wooden liner with a dirt 
floor. The breed standard 
for Glen height is 12.5 to 
14 inches, so Glens must 
“get down and dirty” push-
ing themselves through the 
tunnels, making right-an-
gle turns and then working 
the prey for the requisite 
length of time. At the Senior 
Earthdog level, the dog must 
also leave the tunnel (after 
the rats have been removed) 
when recalled by the han-
dler. Dogs must exit the 
den and be retrieved by the 
handler within 90 seconds 
from the judge’s instruction 
to pass. This is no small feat 
when the terrier is caught 
up in the excitement of the 
hunt. 

If we want our Glens to be 
true earthdogs and be able 
to prove themselves by earn-

ing earthdog titles (along 
with Master Versatility 
awards), we need to breed 
to the standard not only 
for correct 3:5 proportions, 
but also for a size which 
will fit into and be able to 
move through that 9-inch by 
9-inch tunnel. 

Now, go get those rats!
—Jo Lynn,
irishglen@aol.com
Glen of Imaal Terrier Club 

of America

Irish Terriers
QUITTING AGAIN

“I think he’s going to do it 
this time!” Louise said.

I went right over. Her hus-
band, Harold Ynotsky, has 
been in dogs for 20 years. 
Like all such people, he 
su�ers from dog show with-
drawal pains. Periodically he 
decides to quit the game. 

As I arrived, Harold was 
in the backyard chucking 
a dog-showing outfit—a 
lime-green leisure suit—into 
a bonfire of show catalogs, 
breeder-feeder coupons, and 
all manner of combustible 
tack. His face was full of a 

terrible anxiety, as if he had 
an internal itch that couldn’t 
be reached even by clawing 
himself blindly. “You can 
kiss this crap goodbye,” 
Harold said. “I’m quitting 
dogs.”

“I won’t miss that suit,” 
I confided. The fire stoked 
up, and Harold relaxed as if 
the heat released his tension. 
“What brought this on?”

“Bruno won a Best in 
Show yesterday.”

“So you’re quitting at the 
top of your game rather than 
do a Willie Mays?”

“No,” he said. “I’m quit-
ting because Bruno isn’t the 
type of dog I want.”

“You have generations 
of breeding invested in a 
winning dog, and you don’t 
want him?”

“He’s the wrong type.”
“But he’s your type!”
“He is, but he really isn’t 

…”
“If you’d like to discuss 

this with yourself, I can 
leave.”

“I like things about my 
dog. But they are putting 
him up for the wrong  
reasons.”

mailto:irishglen%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.glens.org/
https://www.glens.org/
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“Darn!”
“My breed has a sweet, 

reasonable temperament. 
But a dog like that can’t win, 
so I bred a dog who behaves 
like he has a 110-volt cattle 
prod up his bazoo.”

“Everybody likes a showy 
dog.”

“Even if it’s wrong?”
“You’re winning!”
“It’s nauseating,” Harold 

said. “What has a man 
gained if he wins a Best in 
Show but has lost his breed 
type?”

“Harold, who bred this 
dog anyway?”

“They did,” he said, jump-
ing back nervously. “I bred 
him for them: the hyper 
personalities were for the 
old pros; the wide movers 
to please the all-rounders; 
the extreme-looking dogs to 
please the breeder-judges, 
and the fault-free but also 
virtue-free dogs to please the 
novices.”

“And for Harold?”
“What could I breed? I’d 

have lost every show.”
“That won’t make a  

di�erence, now that you’re 
quitting.”

“Quitting!” Harold’s eye-
brows pulled together. “If 
I quit, no one will see my 
dogs.”

“No one who counts,” I 
assured him. “The people 
who are seriously sick about 
breeding quality dogs will be 
at the dog shows.”

“That is where they hang 
out, isn’t it?” he asked. “If I 
really had a dog I believed 
in and wanted to show to 
somebody. I should take it to 

shows and show it to those 
breeders.”

“The nincompoops you 
referred to earlier?”

“The future of a breed 
rests with its breeders,” 
Harold said. A light came 
into his eyes. “I’ll be damned 
if I’m going to let their  
opinions push me around. 
I’m going to breed dogs that 
suit me.”

“You’re going to show 
dogs again?”

Irish Terrier
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“You’re damned right, 
I am,” he said, and began 
stomping out the flames on 
his hounds glove.

“Before you change plans 
to special Bruno in the 
spring, would you do one 
thing for fellow exhibitors?”

“What’s that?” 
“Rush back in the house 

and get your burgundy- 
colored suit—you know, the 
one with the white belt. And 
toss it onto this fire.” —Ellis 
West, 2016

Irish Terrier Club of 
America

 
Kerry Blue Terriers
DISCOVERING MORE OF THE 
HISTORY OF THE KERRY BLUE 
TERRIER

This article will be 
published around 

the time of the Centennial 
Celebration of the Kerry 
Blue Terrier at Purina 
Farms, in Gray Summit, 
Missouri, hosted by the 
United States Kerry Blue 
Terrier Club (USKBTC). 
Owners and fanciers from 
around the world have 
been invited to attend this 

event with their Kerry Blue 
Terriers. There are con-
formation, Fast CAT, and 
Barn Hunt events, and 
even a Parade of Kerry 
Blues who may or may not 
have AKC titles but who 
are proudly members of 
this breed. I am part of 
the committee putting on 
this event and in charge of 
putting a history together 
for our Centennial book-
let. It’s an immense task, 
as so much of the breed’s 
history is found by comb-
ing through thousands and 
thousands of articles from 
dog magazines and news-
papers. 

I decided to take a look 
back into the U.S. history 
of the breed and came 
upon some interesting facts 
shared by a very respected 
and dedicated breeder, 
Mr. Richard A. Basler, 
who passed away last year. 
Richard with his wife, 
Carol, have been longtime 
members of the Kerry Blue 
Terrier clubs of Southern 
and Northern California, 
having purchased their 
first Kerry Blue in 1966. 

Richard and Carol have 
raised seven litters bear-
ing the Warlord prefix. 
Richard has served on 
the USKBTC Governors 
board for two terms, and he 
judged the national- 
specialty sweepstakes in 
1986. Through the years, 
from time to time Richard 
wrote articles for the 
regional and national club 
and for other dog show 
publications. If I may, 
I’d like to share some of 
Richard’s discoveries in the 
history books regarding the 
Kerry Blue Terrier, and a 
few interesting historical 
facts he found regarding 
the breed. Following are a 
few questions and Richard’s 
answers, with some of the 
information he discovered.

Where did the breed get its 
name? 

According to Richard, 
“The earliest mention of 
what might have been 
Kerries was a report in 1808 
by Bennelson, of packs of 
large gray, hunting terriers 
maintained by a few land-
owners in County Kerry. 

http://itca.info/
http://itca.info/
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When did the Kerry Blue come 
to the United States? 

“In 1922, the Kerry Blue 
Terrier was formally recog-
nized by the Irish Kennel 
Club, the English Kennel 
Club, and the American 
Kennel Club. Some of the 
Kerry Blues were imported 
into the United States 
by such notables as Mrs. 
William Randolph Hearst 
and Gene Tunney. In the 
late 1920s, the USKBTC 
became the parent club for 
the Kerry Blue breed.”

Why do Kerry Blue Terriers 
have a fall, and why is it kept?

“The characteristic fall 
and beard are still retained 
as a relic that ‘once pro-
tected the eyes and nose of 
the Kerry from the claws 
and teeth of the badger and 
the thorns of the brambles.’”

Why must the Kerry Blue 
Terrier have dark eyes?

“Both the beard and eyes 
are dark to disguise the 
Kerry as they dig in the 
ground to catch the badger.”

(In recent times, many 
Kerry owners braid the fall, 

sometime to help during 
competition in AKC activ-
ities held outdoors, such as 
obedience, agility, Fast CAT, 
and Barn Hunt, to name just 
a few.)

Thank you, Richard, for 
sharing what you discov-
ered about the Kerry Blue. 
I know your family misses 
you, and with them, all the 
members of the USKBTC 
will too.

—Connie Robbins,
cjhrobbins@gmail.com
United States Kerry Blue 

Terrier Club

Lakeland Terriers
FINALLY AN ANSWER TO 
GRAPE/RAISIN TOXICITY?

For years no one has 
been able to define why 

grapes and raisins are toxic 
to dogs. Although some 
dogs have been able to 
ingest them and not get sick, 
others have died. A letter 
recently published in Journal 
of the American Veterinary 
Association submitted by 
veterinarians who work for 
the ASPCA Animal Poison 
Control Center (APCC) 

o�ers an explanation. 
One of the authors, 

Collette Wegenast, DVM, 
consulting veterinarian in 
clinical toxicology, was the 
first person to make the 
likely connection between 
tartaric acid and grapes. She 
was caring for a dog who 
ate homemade playdough. 
APCC toxicologist Irina 
Meadows, DVM, worked 
with her to investigate her 
theory. 

The first clue was a case 
of a sick dog that had 
consumed homemade play-
dough made with cream of 
tartar, which contains the 
potassium salt of tartaric 
acid. Tartaric acid has a wide 
margin of safety in humans, 
as well as in common lab 
animals (mice and rats), so 
the acid wasn’t considered 
suspicious as the possible 
toxic substance in grape and 
raisins that made dogs ill. 
The signs of tartaric acid 
poisoning in dogs are vom-
iting and diarrhea, possibly 
excessive thirst (polydipsia), 
and acute renal failure  
possibly leading to death.

Typically when a dog is 

mailto:cjhrobbins%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.uskbtc.com
http://www.uskbtc.com
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chasing down rabbits in 
the field, they took their job 
seriously. That instinct has 
not changed, even as they 
moved from the fields and 
farms to the comfy couches 
in our homes.

For any terrier, this 

instinct is strong, but it is 
not always a welcome trait 
in a family pet. Luckily 
for Manchesters, there are 
many outlets for this natu-
ral character in the form of 
AKC performance sports. 
Manchesters, both Toy and 

Standard, excel at Fast 
CAT and CAT (Coursing 
Ability Test), scent work, 
Barn Hunt, flyball, earth-
dog, rally, obedience, and 
agility. There are even 
Manchesters competing in 
tracking, Farm Dog, dock 
diving, and Trick Dog. All 
of these sports help them 
focus their drive, intelli-
gence, and eagerness to 
please—traits that made 
them great exterminators in 
their heyday. Manchesters 
are a breed looking for a job 
and a purpose. It is what 
was expected of their ances-
tors, and little has changed. 
This can sometimes be 
challenging in a modern 
home with busy sched-
ules, with the adults often 
working long hours and 
children’s days packed with 
school and other activities. 

Whether you are inter-
ested in dipping your toes 
in or going all-out, here are 
some ways these sports can 
create an outlet that the 
whole family can partici-
pate in while giving your 
Manchester a sense of  
purpose.

Manchester Terrier



http://www.akc.org/sports/coursing/fast-cat
http://www.akc.org/sports/coursing/fast-cat
http://www.akc.org/sports/coursing/fast-cat
http://www.akc.org/sports/coursing
http://www.akc.org/sports/coursing
http://www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work
http://www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work
http://www.facebook.com/barnhuntassociation
http://www.facebook.com/barnhuntassociation
http://www.akc.org/sports/title-recognition-program/barn-hunt
http://www.akc.org/sports/title-recognition-program/barn-hunt
http://www.akc.org/sports/title-recognition-program/barn-hunt


MAY 2023AKC GAZETTE 87

terrier group

that allows a Manchester to 
use their agile speed, drive, 
and heart to push a spring-
loaded pad that releases a 
ball that they must catch and 
bring to their owner/handler 
as part of a dog relay team. 
It is action-packed and fast-
paced but definitely keeps 
the dog and handler on their 
toes. The North American 
Flyball Association oversees 
this exciting sport, and the 
AKC recognizes the titles 
and levels earned at the 
Flyball competitions. For 
info, see http://www.flyball.
org and http://www.akc.org/
sports/title-recognition- 
program/flyball.

Earthdog
This sport brings out the 

inquisitive and instinctual 
nature of a Manchester by 
involving the dog seeking 
vermin in a hole. Earthdog 
is all about the team, both 
handler and dog, but it does 
require the dogs to be on the 
smaller side, since the holes 
are fairly small and the dogs 
need to be able to get in and 
back out. Toy Manchesters 
and smaller Standard 

Manchesters are truly more 
suited to participate in this 
underground activity and 
have done well. For info, 
visit http://www.akc.org/
sports/earthdog.

Rally, obedience, and agility
Participating in one or 

all of these sports is some-
thing a Manchester and his 
owner/handler can excel 
at in many capacities. This 
is also a sport enjoyed 
by people of all ages and 
levels of expertise. It can 
be as simple as following 
obedience signs and instruc-
tions on a designed Rally 
course, or a fast-paced run 
around agility obstacles. 
These sports also stimulate 
the Manchester’s desire to 
please, work their mind, 
and cement the partnership 
between a Manchester and 
their family. Whether weav-
ing through poles, tackling 
the A-frame, or jumping a 
hurdle, the Manchester’s 
speed, light-footedness, and 
strong drive to work has 
many in the upper echelon 
of the sport. However, do 
not let the strong compe-

tition deter you. There are 
many Manchester families 
who just dabble in the sport 
a few days a month or in 
their own backyard. For 
information on all this, visit 
http://www.akc.org/sports/
rally, http://www.akc.org/
sports/obedience, and http://
www.akc.org/sports/agility.

Other sports
There are many other 

sports o�ered by the AKC, 
including Tracking, Farm 
Dog certification, Dock 
Diving, and Trick Dog—
all of which can give a 
Manchester the chance to 
flaunt their drive and prow-
ess. Tracking allows them to 
use their keen senses across 
a long course that ends with 
a find and reward. Farm 
Dog exhibits their versatil-
ity around the farm. Dock 
Diving is less popular with 
Manchesters, because many 
do not like water; however, 
those who do love water 
are hard to keep out of the 
backyard baby pool or water 
dish. Dock Diving gives 
them a chance to put their 
love of water to use while 

http://www.flyball.org
http://www.flyball.org
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http://www.akc.org/sports/agility
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applying an intensity and 
excitement above simply 
splashing around. Trick Dog 
allows them to show their 
“trick chops” that come 
quickly and naturally. See 
http://www.akc.org/sports/
tracking, http://www.akc.org/
sports/herding/farm-dog- 
certified-test, http://www.
akc.org/sports/trick-dog, and 
http://www.akc.org/sports/
title-recognition-program/
dock-diving.

All these options for 
events and sports can seem 
overwhelming, but know 
that exploring what works 
best for your family is the 
perfect place to start. You 
can also just take classes 
and attend events even if 
you never compete. It is an 
excellent way to get ideas on 
how to train and motivate 
your Manchester to focus 
their energy in a positive 
way. This will allow you 
to be prepared for your 
new Manchester puppy 
or to entertain your older 
Manchester who needs 
more mental stimulation. 
It is also a chance to be 
active—not only for your 

dog, but for yourself. 
When you are ready to 

check it out, reach out the 
American Manchester 
Terrier Club, as there are 
plenty of members who can 
provide guidance and even 
show you the ropes.

—Robin Gates,
robingates42@gmail.com
American Manchester 

Terrier Club

Norfolk Terriers
WHAT DO YOU FIND AT THE 
BALL STORE?

This topic doesn’t 
relate only to Norfolk 

Terriers. In a breed column 
I think it’s important to 
acknowledge the “elephant 
in the room.” 

What is your response 
when the question is “Why 
buy a purebred dog from a 
breeder, when I can go to a 
shelter and find a dog that 
really needs a home?” I’ve 
started answering it some-
thing like this: 

Let’s assume that you and 
your significant other have 
decided you want to learn 
to play tennis. You have the 

racquets, but not the ten-
nis ball, so you go the “ball 
store.” Now, there’s nothing 
wrong with the ball store, 
but your choices are lim-
ited to the balls they have in 
stock. 

On the day you go there, all 
they have are basketballs and 
footballs. You fall in love with 
the big, round, really bouncy 
basketball, and you bring it 
home. You love your basket-
ball, but you find that you 
can’t use it to play tennis.

And then, the grandchil-
dren are coming to visit. 
They are toddlers, and you 
need to get them something 
to play with, so you revisit 
the ball store. On this day, 
the store is filled with beach 
balls. Eureka! What’s more 
fun than a toddler playing 
with a beachball? You’ve 
struck toddler-toy gold.

Your neighbors see how 
much fun your grandchil-
dren are having, so they also 
visit the ball store, because 
their toddler needs some-
thing to play with. This time, 
the ball store has softballs 
and ping-pong balls. It’s 
pretty obvious that a soft-

http://www.akc.org/sports/tracking
http://www.akc.org/sports/tracking
http://www.akc.org/sports/herding/farm-dog-certified-test
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unknown background, tell 
them that all dogs deserve 
wonderful homes where 
they will be loved and 
cared for. But by buying a 
purpose-bred dog from a 
responsible breeder they will 
have a much better chance 
of finding the best-possible 
match for their interests and 
family circumstances. And 
while balls are inanimate 
objects without the needs 
and expectations of a dog, 
maybe sharing the ball anal-
ogy will help educate the 
uninitiated.

—Sheila Foran,
sforan2@cox.net
Norfolk Terrier Club 

Norwich Terriers
CONFORMATION DOG SHOWS, 
SPORTSMANSHIP, AND SOCIAL 
MEDIA

Why show dogs? The 
motivations are likely 

to be di�erent for di�erent 
exhibitors. Some may want 
to put titles on their dogs 
to prove they’ve developed 
a successful breeding pro-
gram, others to showcase 
their ability as a handler 

or groomer, others to own 
a dog that is a top winner. 
Exhibitors spend a lot of 
time and money for a few 
minutes in the conformation 
ring, often with little gained 
other than the satisfaction 
of winning a ribbon. In the 
“good ole days”—before the 
Internet and social media—
win or lose, tomorrow was 
another day, another show, 
another judge. We enjoyed 
our wins, treasured special 
memories, and looked for-
ward to the next show.

Social media has no doubt 
a�ected dog shows and 
sportsmanship. Nowadays 
you can show o� your win 
with immediate ringside sel-
fies, then again by posting 
the o�cial show photo. If 
you’ve hired a professional 
handler, you don’t even 
need to show up at the show 
to show o� your win and 
experience the gratifica-
tion that brings. And if no 
win, no problem. Recycle a 
Facebook memory!

Why all the dog show 
bragging? On its face, brag-
ging may seem like a way 
to make a favorable impres-

sion. People who brag may 
think it makes them look 
good, but it often backfires. 
In fact, research suggests 
that self-promoters fun-
damentally misjudge how 
other people perceive them. 
“When we ourselves engage 
in self-promotion—either on 
social media or in person—
we tend to overestimate 
people’s positive reactions, 
and we underestimate their 
negative reactions.” (APS, 
2015) As a consequence, 
when seeking a favorable 
opinion, people may engage 

NTCA supported entry ribbons
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all parts of this terrier be 
versatile enough to fulfill 
those many purposes. The 
hindquarters are muscular 
and smooth. The Rat Terrier 
is not coarse, nor is he fine 
boned or toyish. While mus-
cles are not bulging, they 
should be visible, so do not 
mistake a dog with no mus-
cle tone as having smooth 
muscles. Think athletic. 
Could the dog work all day 
and be happy about it? Yes! 
Does it look like he has? 
Even better. The structural 
integrity to build those kinds 
of muscles is necessary for 
the breed, and the lack of 
them is as important a clue 
to that integrity as the over-
abundance of them.

Well-bent stifles give flex-
ibility to the leg, making for 
a faster, smoother gait, more 
powerful jumping, longer 
rear drive, and more ability 
to go-to-ground. This phys-
ical trait of the rear seems 
to address all the jobs for 
which a Rat Terrier was 
bred and used and should 
be stressed in a thorough 
evaluation of the breed. If 
the stifle is well bent and the 

hocks are perpendicular to 
the ground, there is no way 
to not have su�cient turn of 
hock. The lack of su�cient 
turn of hock should be the 
first indicator that at least 
one of the many parts of the 
rear has an issue that might 
compromise strength and 
stability. 

To add strength, drive, and 
endurance, a shorter hock 
allows for the hock to open 
and fully extend beyond 
vertical. Strong hocks aid in 
balance, precise turns, and 
clean jumps. In contrast, it 
has been theorized that a 
physical compensation for 
weak, “slipped” hocks is a 
roached topline in a breed 
where it is not called for—
and it is not called for in 
the Rat Terrier. Historically 
Rat Terriers have had an 
issue with a long second 
thigh that, combined with 
only a slightly shorter hock, 
has created an inappro-
priate slight to moderate 
roach or a high rear. This 
undesirable trait might also 
give the appearance of an 
abrupt shelf behind the tail 
and long, thin rear legs that 

lack the proper muscle tone. 
In a very short time, Rat 
Terrier breeders have pro-
gressed in leaps and bounds 
in their attempts to reduce 
the second thigh length into 
proportion with the rest of 
the leg without drastically 
increasing the height of the 
hock. If the hock is too high, 
it can aid in the sprint but will 
require more energy so will 
negatively a�ect endurance. 

Endurance can be 
compromised by the com-
pensation for structural 
weakness in the rear, most 
commonly displaying in the 
breed in two di�erent ways: 
barrel or cow hocks. When 
viewed from the rear, a bar-
rel-hocked dog will appear 
bowlegged, with hocks that 
point outward instead of 
straight back. Often this 
kind of compensation will 
result in an overabundance 
of muscle on the outside of 
the thigh compared to the 
inside of the thigh, and will 
produce less angulation; a 
slower, more rigid gait with 
less drive; and a flat topline 
with a short croup and 
higher tail-set. In contrast, 
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directed to the STCA HTF.
When such an event hap-

pens, questions immediately 
arise about how to proceed 
with such a generous gift 
to our beloved breed. With 
a significant gift, it must 
be managed properly to 
fulfill its promise well into 
the future. The chair of 
the HTF, Marcia Dawson, 
DVM, formed a Financial 
Investment Committee to 
begin looking at various 
investment options for the 
funds, from banks to bro-
kerage houses to private 
investment firms. 

In discussions with these 
groups, the first thing that 
became obvious was that 
within the founding doc-
uments for the HTF from 
1994, the STCA held the 
authority, and if the HTF 
was going to manage this 
fund, those documents 
would need to be updated, 
giving the HTF the finan-
cial autonomy it needed. 
The HTF consulted with an 
attorney, and the documents 
were updated accordingly. 
These were then presented 
to the STCA Board in 

October, and the changes 
were approved.

Once that task was com-
pleted, the next set of 
documents that needed to 
be drafted were an invest-
ment policy and a gift 
acceptance policy, by which 
the HTF could manage 
this and all future gifts. 
The investment policy was 
drafted after examining 
several other similar doc-
uments, establishing the 
funds as an endowment 
which would invest the prin-
cipal of this gift to generate 
an income stream support-
ing the work of the HTF. 
The HTF reviewed the pol-
icy document and approved 
it in early December 2022. 

Drafting the gift accep-
tance policy was next, again 
using some existing policies 
as samples. HTF Board 
reviewed and approved the 
gift acceptance policy in 
early January 2023.

With these documents 
in hand, the Financial 
Investment Committee then 
began interviewing firms to 
find the right fit and invest 
the funds. At the end of the 

process, they selected a firm 
with experience in working 
with nonprofits who manage 
endowments for other ani-
mal-related organizations. 
That was an important 
aspect of the search, work-
ing with an investment firm 
that understood the HTF 
was not an organization that 
needed a steady and predict-
able monthly income stream 
to meet payroll and rent, but 
was rather an organization 
that would have an ebb and 
flow of financial needs to 
support its goals through 
providing research grants. 

It took nearly eight 
months, but with these 
tasks now complete, the 
funds are being transferred 
into the new endowment. 
The HTF can now focus 
on accelerating its work on 
finding the answers to the 
various health-related issues 
facing the Scottish Terrier. 
Currently, research is focus-
ing on bladder cancer, liver 
diseases, Scottie Cramp, and 
hemangiosarcoma, but they 
are now well positioned to 
tackle any issue that arises.

But while this gift is life 
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changing, it also shows what 
an enormous impact such a 
gift can bring to the lives of 
our Scottish Terriers. This 
isn’t an end, but a begin-
ning. The STCA hopes 
that its members not only 
continue to be generous in 
their ongoing support of the 
HTF, but to also ask them 
to think into the future, and 
what a tremendous dif-
ference an estate gift can 
make to our breed’s—or any 
breed’s—future health and 
longevity. 

—Richard C. Bumstead,
glenclark6517@yahoo.com
Scottish Terrier Club of 

America

Sealyham Terriers
BREED DISPOSITION AND 
CANINE TEMPERAMENT 
DEPICTED IN ART

Does language accu-
rately convey canine 

temperament when deci-
phering breed traits? We 
may believe disposition can 
be the positive or negative 
ways a breed interacts with 
their surroundings and 
encounters. An animal with 

an excellent disposition can 
be said to be friendly with 
people and non-aggressive 
toward other animals, for 
example. We also might say 
that temperament and dis-
position can be influenced 
by heredity, training, and 
environment. 

We find that conveying 
temperament and dispo-
sition can be somewhat 
limited by language—but 
conveyed through art, possi-
bilities might seem limitless.

Marguerite Kirmse 
(1885–1954) was a canine 
artist of great renown for 
her depictions of canine 
temperament, disposition, 
and character. Through 
her etchings she conveyed 
traits and personalities of 
various breeds—in partic-
ular, breeds of the Terrier 
Group, being known for 
her champion Scottish 
Terriers and her Tobermory 
Kennels. My Scotties is an 
etching depicting nine of 
her Scottish Terriers coming 
down the driveway of her 
Bridgewater, Connecticut, 
home, showing their play-
fulness as they plow through 

the snow, their black muzzle 
-beards covered in white.

Kirmse did her first etch-
ings in April of 1921, using 
a Victrola needle. Eventually 
shifting to diamond-pointed 
pencils, she went on to 
create over 250 etchings 
of dogs, representing 26 
breeds—among them the 
Sealyham Terrier. A favorite 
of mine is Cocktail Time, 
of a Sealyham and Scottish 
Terrier calmly sitting up in 
unison.

Caution, curiosity, clev-
erness, and clownishness 
are all captured in Kirmse’s 
etchings of the Sealyham 
Terrier. A few of her well-
known pieces include 
Narcissus, Sea Urchins, 
On a Summer’s Day, The 
Judgment of Paris, One 
Up and Two to Play, Your 
Letter Received, Fun & 
Feathers, Bon Voyage and 
No Trespassing.

The William Secord 
Gallery in New York City 
has acquired and sold 
many of Kirmse’s works. 
“Marguerite Kirmse was the 
quintessential mid-twentieth 
century dog person,” said 
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Secord’s love of all dogs in 
art, and Rocky, is heartfelt. 
“It has been several years 
since we lost our Dandie 
Dinmont to congestive heart 
failure,” he said, “but I still 
tear up when I think of him. 
We got him as a puppy from 
the late Dandie breeder 
Catherine Nelson, who 
explained that she could not 
show him because one of his 
teeth was slightly crooked. 
Rocky quickly became a 
part of our lives, traveling 
with us where possible.” 

Secord’s one-of-a-kind 
gallery in Manhattan has 
been in the business of dog 
art for over 30 years. I asked 
Secord if he had always 
been a dog lover. “No, but I 
became one,” he said, with 
a glint in his eye, as he gra-
ciously escorted his visitors 
through a new exhibition. 

Former Director of the 
Dog Museum of America 
in New York City, Secord 
reflected on the cur-
rent Museum of the Dog 
(MOD). “It is very gratify-
ing to see that the museum 
has returned to New York 
with a beautiful facility in 

Manhattan.” 
Visit the William Secord 

Gallery website at http://
www.dogpainting.com. 
The gallery’s Westminster 
Exhibition Show will open 
on Friday, May 5, and also 
by appointment during the 
2023 Westminster Kennel 
Club dog show. 

—Bev Thompson,
Thompscom@aol.com
American Sealyham 

Terrier Club

Skye Terriers
SKYES IN SERVICE

In 1988, Mellie Hanson 
embarked on her Skye 

Terrier journey with her 
first Skye, an 18-month-old 
puppy. Mellie knew noth-
ing about dog shows, but 
she did have an ability to 
train dogs. That first Skye 
performed on stage of their 
local theater (usually as 
Horrible in Camelot). Eleven 
years later, she met Cheryl 
Schuman of Marwyn Sykes 
and bought two Skyes—
Kate and Chipper. Mellie 
showed them in obedience 
and achieved CGCs, CDs 

and a CDX for Kate, who 
had some qualifying rounds 
in Utility at fun matches. 
Chipper and Kate also 
worked as a brace in  
obedience.

In 2005, Cheryl gave 
Mellie a Skye puppy named 
Brody to be her first confor-
mation dog. Mellie became 
ill before she could finish 
him, so Cheryl’s daughter, 
Meg Smith, finished him at 
the Claremore, Oklahoma, 
shows. 

Cheryl recalled, “Mellie 
was in the hospital, heav-
ily sedated from surgery. 
Her husband Bob held the 
phone to her ear when we 
called to let her know he 
was a champion. Meg said, 
‘He did it, Mellie. Brody is a 
champion!’ Bob said Mellie 
had not made a sound or 
had any noticeable emotions 
since the surgery, but when 
Meg told her the good news, 
she smiled.”

Shortly after, Brody (Ch. 
Marwyn Royal Guardsman) 
returned home to Mellie’s 
home. He “seemed to have a 
sixth sense that she needed 
him, and she started service 
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against Mellie on her arm. If 
Mellie’s blood pressure got 
out of hand, Parker could 
detect that, too. 

Another service command 
she could do was “Go find 
the cell phone.” Bob felt 
better knowing that Brody 
and Parker were there with 
Mellie while he was at work.

As Mellie’s spinal cord 
disease progressed, the 
Skye has adapted. The 
household now includes a 
caregiver and rearranged 
furniture, and the addition 
of a wheelchair. Parker and 
her new Skye buddy, Shelby 
(Marwyn Release the 
Kraken), rose to the occa-
sion. Like Brody before her, 
Parker showed Shelby the 
ropes. These service Skyes 
will pick up Kleenex tis-
sues, retrieve pill containers, 
fetch water bottles from the 
kitchen—and lick away tears 
of frustration and pain. 

Mellie says that when 
she would wake up from 
a nap and find some odd 
items placed next to her 
legs. “First it was the DVD 
remote control and a 
Sharpie … three days later, 

I found a tube of hand 
lotion.” She pretended to be 
asleep to catch the perpetra-
tor: It was Emmie Lou Kitty. 
When the cat would knock 
something on the floor, 
Shelby made it her job to 
return the object and place it 
close to Mellie, without even 
waking her up. 

Quotations are from written 
interviews with Mellie and 
Cheryl.

—Judith Tabler,
JudithATabler@gmail.com
Skye Terrier Club of 

America

So� Coated Wheaten 
Terriers
FAST AND FURIOUS: THE AKC 
FAST CAT PROGRAM 

Have you ever won-
dered how fast your 

Wheaten Terrier can really 
run? If your dog is 1 year 
or older and in great phys-
ical shape, this may be a 
performance event you will 
want to try. The AKC Fast 
CAT program is a timed 
100-yard dash where dogs 
run individually chasing a 
lure. (“CAT” is short for 

Coursing Ability Test.) It is a 
relatively new performance 
sport that has become very 
popular, since the only 
preparation needed is the 
dog’s willingness to chase 
the lure. 

To compete, dogs must 
be AKC registered. This 
includes mixed-breeds, 
which can be registered 
through the AKC Canine 
Partners program. Dogs 
may be intact, but females 
in season are not allowed 
to participate. Spayed and 
neutered dogs are also eli-
gible. Before each dog can 
participate he or she is 
examined for any signs of 
lameness or ill health. Dogs 
are also examined prior to 
subsequent runs. 

The dog’s time for run-
ning the course is converted 
to miles per hour (mph), 
and then AKC points are 
assigned to the dog based on 
size handicap. Dogs earn the 
BCAT title for 150 points, 
DCAT for 500 points, and 
FCAT for 1,000 points.  
For every additional 500, 
points the title is assigned a  
number, as in FCAT1. The 
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http://www.stca.us
http://www.stca.us




http://www.caninescando.com
http://www.scwtca.org
http://www.scwtca.org
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a gladiator. “Since the new 
start of the breed in the thir-
ties, the objective has been 
the family-friendly dog, the 
children’s friend, the dog for 
the average man,” he wrote. 
Indeed, the current breed 
standards in both England 
and the U.S. make it clear 
that today’s dogs should 
retain the best qualities their 
forefathers brought to the 
table, both in the pit and 
the home. According to 
the AKC standard: “From 
the past history of the 
Sta�ordshire Bull Terrier, 
the modern dog draws its 
character of indomitable 
courage, high intelligence, and 
tenacity. This, coupled with 
its a�ection for its friends, 
and children in particular, its 
o�-duty quietness and trust-
worthy stability, makes it a 
foremost all-purpose dog.” 

That’s not to say that all 
dogs are blessed with the 
same measure of “o�-duty 
quietness.” Some possess 
more in the way of tenacity 
and relentless a�ection—as 
Australian comedian Nick 
Cody said in a video that 
went viral on social media, 

living with a Sta�ord can be 
like living with “a tiny hurri-
cane made out of bricks.” 

Knowing this can be 
the case, the breeders and 
enthusiasts I talked to con-
cur that while Sta�ords 
should, overall, be safe 
around children, it isn’t fair 
to the dogs (or prospective 
puppy buyers) to expect 
them to understand how to 
interact with children with-
out appropriate training and 
socialization. 

“I do think our breed is 
generally naturally good 
with kids, I’ve seen it in 
my own dogs,” says Sarah 
Adams, whose Sta�ordshire 
Bull Terriers have competed 
in obedience, agility, con-
formation, rally and scent 
work. “Some of them are 
better at it, in that they are 
naturally gentle. Others are 
tiny little kid bowling balls. 
But with love.”

She thinks the term 
“nanny dog” can be risky to 
use broadly, because peo-
ple take it to heart. “They 
think it’s the literal truth,” 
she says. “That dogs like 
this were bred to take care of 

kids. And they were not.” 
Breeder Lorelei Rae Craig 

has some trouble with the 
“nanny dog” term because 
“dogs are individuals, just 
like people” and she doesn’t 
like to encourage a belief 
that the dogs will instinctu-
ally know what to do around 
children with no training. 
She says she invites neigh-
borhood kids to come over 
to spend time with her pup-
pies early and often, to give 
them proper exposure. She 
has had some dogs who take 
to kids naturally, and some 
that have not. When people 
with children ask her about 
nanny dogs, she educates 
them. “I tell them that some 
Sta�ords do seem to really 
love kids, and some Sta�ords 
are more aloof,” she says. “I 
tell them that if they would 
like a Sta�ord for their chil-
dren, it could be the greatest 
thing, but find a breeder who 
has children, so the dogs are 
reared with kids.” 

Rosalie Ball purchased 
a puppy from Craig and 
also owns American Pit 
Bull Terriers, and she says 
she has never expected her 
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dogs to understand how to 
behave around people—
children or adults—without 
training. “The dog needs 
to understand how to greet 
people on four feet, bite 
inhibition and impulse con-
trol around food and other 
appealing objects,” she says.

While she isn’t one to 
refer to dogs as nannies, 
her young Sta�ord quickly 
developed a deep bond with 
her 5-year-old grandson, 
who has a mild learning dis-
ability. “He and our Sta�ord 
have a relationship that 
challenges my nanny dog 
opinions,” says Ball. “How 
does he know that scratch-
ing her belly turns her into a 
statue? How does she know 
he doesn’t like to go to the 
bathroom alone, so she waits 
by the door? They are insep-
arable and share secrets I 
will never know.”

So, nanny or not? It’s a 
warm notion that highlights 
a Sta�ord at its best, but the 
truth probably falls some-
where between the lore and 
the living being. 

“A Sta�ord with his/her 
children is a very happy 

Sta�ord,” says Long. That 
said, she tells those who 
ask that the “nanny dog” 
nickname is just that: “It’s a 
nickname, not their job, nor 
their designation,” she says. 
“It is warm and endearing, 
but simply a nickname.”

—Erin Sullivan,
erinsullivan66@gmail.com
Sta�ordshire Bull Terrier 

Club of America

Welsh Terriers
CHOICES

You have a lovely, fin-
ished bitch who has 

produced two litters for you. 
From each litter you have 
kept a bitch. The older one 
is almost finished, and the 
younger one shows great 
promise. However, at this 
point you have reached the 
number of dogs that you 
want to keep in order to pro-
vide the amount of attention 
and care that you know each 
one deserves. It is time to 
decide what to do with the 
older bitch, so you can keep 
both of the latest generation. 

Your two choices are 
to place her with another 

breeder who can get another 
litter out of her before 
spaying and placing her, 
or spaying and placing her 
yourself. She is in good 
health and her temperament 
is delightful. If that were not 
the case, you would not have 
bred her in the first place.

My first choice is finding 
another breeder who wants 
a proven brood bitch and 
will breed her in a way that 
will benefit the breed. Of 
course I will help decide 
what stud would suit her 
best, and help the other 
breeder select the best pros-
pect from the litter As a 
longtime breeder I have the 
advantage of knowing what 
eight or more generations 
behind the bitch looked like 
growing up. Animals with 
stable temperaments readily 
adapt to new environments, 
and I am there to help in the 
adjustment.

Often more complicated 
is getting the retiree ready 
to be part of a new family. 
Placing adult dogs as house 
pets requires some extra 
planning. You must know 
your dog’s individual per-

mailto:erinsullivan66%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.sbtca.com
http://www.sbtca.com
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ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETING

The next meeting of the Delegates 
will be held at the Doubletree Newark 
Airport Hotel on Tuesday, June 13, 
2023, beginning no earlier than 
10:00 a.m. It will follow the Delegate 
Forum.

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS
Kathy DelGrande, Harrisburg, PA, 

Pacific Coast Bulldog Club 
Patricia Jason, Saline, MI, 

Poodle Club of America 
Ylisa Kunze, Glen Cove, NY, 

Ladies’ Kennel Association of America 
Sean McCarthy, New York, NY, 

Westminster Kennel Club 
Jean Pero, Lakewood, CO, 

Pyrenean Shepherd Club of America 
Nanette J. Prideaux, Hardwick, MA, 

Windham County Kennel Club 
Sheri Wright, Walsenburg, CO, 

Southern Colorado Kennel Club 
Robert Zorzi, Snohomish, WA, 

Sammamish Kennel Club 

Click here to read the May 2023 issue!

8051 Arco Corporate Drive, Suite 100, Raleigh, NC 27617
101 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10178
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TRIAL BOARDS
APPEALS TRIAL BOARD

MARTHA FELTENSTEIN, ESQ., CHAIR 
BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 

BARBARA PENNY, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
THERESA DOWELL, ESQ

EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
DR. KLAUS ANSELM

KATHI BROWN
CHARLES FOLEY

MEDORA HARPER
DONNA HERZIG
CARL HOLDER

LAURIE MAULUCCI
DR. ROBERT MYALL

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
ROBERT STEIN

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK 
SYLVIA THOMAS

PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
BILL TEAGUE

ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2024
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT
KAROLYNNE M. MCATEER

CLASS OF 2025
RITA J. BIDDLE, ESQ.
DOMINIC P. CAROTA
DR. THOMAS DAVIES

THOMAS POWERS

CLASS OF 2026
CHRISTOPHER L. SWEETWOOD

HAROLD “RED” TATRO III 
ANN WALLIN

CLASS OF 2027
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio
THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding 
the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type 
and function.
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the purebred dog 
as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the rights 
of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DOMINIC P. CAROTA, VICE CHAIRMAN

VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Marketing

MARK DUNN, Executive Vice President

KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

RONALD FURMAN, Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship

SHEILA GOFFE, Government Relations

BRANDI HUNTER MUNDEN, Public Relations & Communications

DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel

MARI-BETH O’NEILL, Sport Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services

DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Judging Operations

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
DENNIS B. SPRUNG 

President 
Chief Executive Officer

GINA M. DINARDO 
Executive Secretary

THEODORE PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/d5ab8a78
http://www.unknown.com
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TX). Action was taken by the Greater 
Kerrville Kennel Club for conduct at its 
March 10, 2023 event.  Ms. Leyendecker 
was charged with neglect of a dog at or 
in connection with an event. The Staff 
Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a five-year suspension from all AKC privi-
leges and $5,000 fine, effective March 11, 
2023. (Collies, All-American Dogs)

NOTICE
Ms. Sandy Reburn (Lacey, WA). Action 

was taken by the Tualatin Kennel Club for 
conduct at its January 22, 2023 event.  Ms. 
Reburn was charged with failure to control a 
dog at an event.  The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report and 
set the penalty at a reprimand and $200 fine. 
(Soft Coated Wheaton Terriers)

NOTICE
Mr. Richard Valentini (Midland, GA). 

Action was taken by the Ochlockonee River 
Kennel Club for conduct at its February 25, 
2023 event.  Mr. Valentini was charged with 
inappropriate, abusive, or foul language. 
The Staff Event Committee reviewed the 
Event Committee’s report and set the pen-
alty as a reprimand and $100 fine. (Italian 
Greyhounds, Norwegian Buhund)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended the following 
individuals from all AKC privileges for 
six-months and imposed a $500 fine, for 
non-compliance with record keeping and 
dog identification requirements:

Effective April 11, 2023:
Mr. William Bundy (Petersburg, KY) 

Akitas, Shih Tzus
Ms. Ginny Coolman (Logan, IA) 

Pomeranians, Shih Tzus
Ms. Ladena Coolman (Logan, IA) 

Pomeranians, Shih Tzus
Ms. Brianna Walbert (Lockhart, TX) 

German Shepherd Dogs

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Ms. Cory 
Mincey (Elkland, MO) from all AKC 
privileges for three years and imposed 
a $3,000 fine, for non-compliance with 
AKC’s Care and Conditions policy (unac-
ceptable conditions, dogs, and/or facility), 
effective April 11, 2023. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Dr. Alice 
Chalmers (Cedar Mountain, NC) from 
event privileges for one year and imposed 
a $1,000 fine, for impairing a club’s ability 
to retain a site, effective April 11, 2023. 
(Labrador Retrievers)
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Faults: Any departure from the foregoing 
points must be considered as a fault, and 
the seriousness with which the fault should 
be regarded should be in exact proportion 
to its degree. 

Disqualifications: 
Oversize: A Male over 20.5 inches will be 
disqualified, A Bitch over 19.5 inches will be 
disqualified. Undersize: A male under 17.5 
inches will be disqualified, a bitch under 16.5 
inches will be disqualified.  The minimum 
height ranges set forth shall not apply to dogs 
or bitches under twelve months of age.
Absence of undercoat. 
Blue Eyes or yellow hawk eyes,
Overshot or undershot jaw.
Wry mouth.

Approved April 11, 2023
Effective June 13, 2023

NOTICE
Letters concerning judges and provi-

sional judges should be addressed to the 
Judging Operations Department at PO 
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. 
Letters concerning Agility, Obedience, 
Rally, Tracking, and VST applicants 
should be addressed to the Companion 
Events Department in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the 
request of a judge or judge applicant, pro-
vide that individual with copies of letters 

received regarding their judging qualifica-
tions. As a result, it should be understood 
that any such correspondence will be 
made available, upon request, to the judge 
or judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all Conformation 
and Junior Showmanship judges to notify 
the Judging Operations Department of any 
changes or corrections to their address, 
phone, fax or emails. These changes are 
very important because they affect your 
judges’ record, the web site and the Judges 
Directory. 

Please notify Judging Operations by 
email at judgingops@akc.org.

APPLICANTS
The following persons applications have 

been submitted for the breed(s) specified 
but they are NOT eligible to accept 
assignments.

NEW BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS
Terri Cournoyer (112049) MS

(662) 803-4064
thcournoyer@gmail.com
Bull Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers, 
Staffordshire Bull Terriers, JS-L

Ms. Valerie Cromer (111733) FL
(813) 545-6021
vcromer@hotmail.com
Cavalier King Charles Spaniels

Mrs. Brenda Holmen (109522) MN
(612) 817-6970
medcitystaffs@gmail.com

mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=
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Biewer Terriers, English Toy Spaniels, 
Russian Toys, American Eskimo Dogs, 
Tibetan Spaniels

Ms. Bridget J. Brown (102665) AL
(205) 515-8753
jackeye@bellsouth.net
Boerboels, Chinooks, German 
Pinschers, Komondorok, Kuvaszok, 
Newfoundlands, Saint Bernards, 
Standard Schnauzers

Mrs. Shawn Brown (106053) CA
(503) 305-1106
alj.ranch@gmail.com
Lagotti Romagnoli, Affenpinschers

Mrs. Regina Lee Bryant (105299) CA
(209) 327-8778
catoriaussies@gmail.com
Affenpinschers, Belgian Sheepdogs, 
Berger Picards, Shetland Sheepdogs

Mr. Joseph Buchanan (104137) PA
(610) 931-3670
kennelaleema@gmail.com
Bluetick Coonhounds, Harriers, Irish 
Wolfhounds, Norwegian Elkhounds, 
Salukis, Treeing Walker Coonhounds

Dr. Ryan Buzard (99221) AZ
(480) 620-8175
rbuzarddvm@gmail.com
Vizslas, Basenjis, Cardigan Welsh Corgis

Mrs. Linda Clark (94461) OK
(918) 995-2561
laclarkaht@aol.com
Pointers, German Wirehaired Pointers, 
Cocker Spaniels, Weimaraners, 

Wirehaired Vizslas, Kuvaszok
Ms. Patricia Clark (106260) CT

(203) 788-3258
willomoor@att.net
Afghan Hounds, Azawakhs, Borzois, 
Pharaoh Hounds, Scottish Deerhounds, 
Whippets

Mr. John Constantine-Amodei 
(26418) FL

(215) 527-0056
john@adamis.org
American English Coonhounds, Beagles, 
Grand Bassets Griffons Vendeens, 
Harriers, Petits Bassets Griffons 
Vendeens, Plott Hounds

Ms. Kathryn Cowsert (17121) CA
(925) 672-1765
kcowsert@hotmail.com
Australian Shepherds, Entlebucher 
Mountain Dogs, Finnish Lapphunds, 
Miniature American Shepherds, Mudik, 
Spanish Water Dogs

Mr. Justin Dannenbring (46593) MT
(951) 733-1618
orionkennelsofca@aol.com
Azawakhs, Cirnechi dell’Etna, 
Greyhounds

Mrs. Penny DiSiena (76729) FL
(330) 421-3618
pennyd1954@gmail.com
Bloodhounds, Borzois, Harriers, Ibizan 
Hounds, Scottish Deerhounds, Brussels 
Griffons
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American English Coonhounds, 
American Foxhounds, Black and Tan 
Coonhounds, Bluetick Coonhounds, 
Irish Wolfhounds, Redbone 
Coonhounds

Mrs. Barbara A. Shaw (6554) TX
(903) 870-6425
bshaw322@gmail.com
Irish Water Spaniels, Wirehaired 
Pointing Griffons, Great Danes, Mastiffs

Michelle Shultz (99665) CA
(925) 351-8352
michelle.t.shultz@gmail.com
Afghan Hounds, Irish Wolfhounds, 
Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Whippets, 
Doberman Pinschers

Rhonda Silveira (100061) OR
(503) 428-2021
rsilveira.akcjudge@outlook.com
Black and Tan Coonhounds, 
Bloodhounds, Bluetick Coonhounds, 
Greyhounds, Treeing Walker 
Coonhounds, Whippets, Saint Bernards

Mr. J. Randall Tincher (17378) GA
(478) 396-6650
randy@tripletime.org
American Foxhounds, Italian 
Greyhounds, Poodles

Mr. Scott Toney (110847) NC
(704) 968-4491
midwoodchin@gmail.com
Biewer Terriers, Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels, Maltese, Papillons, Russian 
Toys, Silky Terriers, Xoloitzcuintli

Mrs. Cindy Valko (110124) PA
(412) 780-6129
somersetsts@comcast.net
Boxers, Siberian Huskies, JS-Limited

Mr. Cledith M. Wakefield (80829) MO
(573) 760-3616
n2rotts@yahoo.com
Balance of Toy Group (Chinese 
Cresteds, English Toy Spaniels, 
Havanese, Papillons, Pekingese, Pugs, 
Russian Toys, Shih Tzu)

Ms. Sandy Weaver (94535) GA
(770) 310-6932
golfndogs@att.net
Bulldogs, Chow Chows, Lhasa Apsos, 
Tibetan Terriers

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGE
Miss Rebecca Cross (111775) PA

(325) 320-1763
rebecca.s.cross@gmail.com

REINSTATED JUDGE
The Judging eligibility of the following 

person has been reinstated.
Ms. Diana Wilson(93691) CO

(303) 638-1669
djwoof@aol.com
Junior Showmanship

RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mr. Brandol Eads
Mrs. Gayle Eads
Mrs. Jinny Nelson
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MERAKI  - Cane Corso & Italian 
Greyhound – Laura Essenmacher
NEKKID AMBITION-American 
Hairless Terriers- Ruth A. Davies-Dillman 
& Randal L. Dillman
NEWSTEAD- Newfoundlands- Linda G. 
Chadwick
PINKPAW – Chihuahuas- Rachael L. 
Miller
STARLITE- Doberman Pinschers- 
Tabitha Hopp & Jason A Mouck
TAMPA- Rhodesian Ridgebacks – 
Barbara J. Lynch 
WHIRLAWAY- Rhodesian Ridgebacks- 
Jennifer L. Lazowski
ZOHI_ Miniature Schnauzers- Lisa C. 
Raimonde & John J. Raimonde

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a 

breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted.
ALURA- Italian Greyhounds-Lynn 
Partridge
APRICITY- Shetland Sheepdogs- Tricia 
N. Schuerman
AURA’S- German Shepherds- Dawn M. 
Kelley
BLUE HOUSE-Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel-Wendy J. Ward
BRASSY ACRES-Miniature American 
Shepherds- Nicole Dalton
COLD WATER- Labrador Retriever-
Toni L. Lands

GOODWIN HILL-Shetland Sheepdogs-
Katherine F. Holt
KAZIMIR-Doberman Pinschers-
Kimberly York & Allen York
NOTTINGHAM-Norwich Terriers- 
Keith Lee & Jennifer Lee
SIERRA MOUNTAIN-	Akitas-Jessica 
McCarthy
SKYELINE- German Shorthaired 
Pointers- Kimberly J. Luskey
SNOWBRIGHT-Samoyeds-Rachel G. 
Sigulinsky & Terri Sigulinsky 
STAY WILD-Border Collies- Jordan K. 
Biggs
STAY WILD- Australian Shepherds-
Hana L. Spitz & Jordan K Biggs
SUNDIATA- Basenjis-Chris Maxka & 
Jim Maxka
THEORY- Poodles-Christi Gable & Mark 
Robeson
WETAPO CREEK-Bluetick 
Coonhounds-David R. Pool
WHITE ROSE-Biewer Terriers-Debi R. 
McCormick
XO-Pharoah Hounds-Lori A. Evan
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC.

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AKC OFFICES AT 101 PARK AVENUE,

NEW YORK, NY 
APRIL 10-11, 2023

The Board convened on Monday, April 
10, 2023, at 8:30 a.m. Eastern Time.

All Directors were present in the New 
York office, except for Ann Wallin. The 
Executive Secretary was also present. 

The February 13-14, 2023, Board 
Meeting minutes, copies provided to all       
Directors, were reviewed.

Upon a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, 
seconded by Mr. Powers, the February 
2023 Board Meeting minutes were unani-
mously approved.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Mr. Sprung reviewed the status of the 
action items from the past Board meetings. 

Mr. Sprung reported that the first-quarter 
numbers are strong across the organiza-
tion thanks to the diligent efforts of Staff 
in each department. Full updates will be 

provided today. 

It was reported that the Rally and 
Obedience Stewards eLearning course 
was launched on Friday, April 7, 2023 
and the Conformation version called 
Stewarding at the Dog Show was added 
to the course catalog in the AKC Canine 
College in early March. These eLearning 
programs are available at no cost to learn-
ers and are ideal for individuals interested 
in stewarding and those currently working 
as stewards who want to enhance their 
knowledge and skills. It is also suitable for 
anyone who wants to learn more about 
the world of dog events and the role of 
stewards in ensuring their success. 

The Kennel Club announced that it has 
been granted a Royal Prefix to mark 
the 150th anniversary of its existence. 
Henceforth, the organization is named 
The Royal Kennel Club. 
  
Legal Update
The Board reviewed the Legal 
Department update as of March 2023.

Trial Board Expenses
Staff reported the amount that was paid 
in Trial Board expenses in 2022 at under 
$3000.
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AKC Canine Health Foundation  
Dr. Charles Garvin, AKC CHF 
Chairman, gave an update on the foun-
dation.

AKC CHF continues to have good suc-
cess and response to its outreach pro-
grams and event attendance, which has 
continued to improve the visibility and 
reputation of the Foundation. It has 
continued to receive significant dona-
tions during Q1 2023, and the wonderful 
Canines and Cocktails event in December 
2022 was extremely popular and showed 
record revenue. There has been contin-
ued success with our primary purpose of 
funding excellent canine health research.

Scientific Programs & Programs Report:
CHF Staff are currently managing 171 
active grants totaling $13.4M. They com-
pleted 2022 with 54 new awards totaling 
$3.4M in new research and education 
grants. In 2023, $800K has already been 
committed to new awards with a 2023 
budgeted goal of $3.8M. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION 
to discuss sensitive business matters. 
Nothing was reported out of this session. 

AKC Reunite 
Tom Sharp, President & CEO of AKC 

Reunite, presented updates. In 2022, 
731,000 pets were enrolled. Reunite has 
enrolled over 10 million pets in total and 
reunited over 650,000 lost pets to date. 

Through the AKC Reunite Pet Disaster 
Relief Trailer program, $2.4 million in 
pet-related disaster preparedness/relief 
grants have been provided. 102 trailers 
have been provided to date with another 
16 trailers coming soon. 453 AKC Clubs 
have made donations for these trailers. 

Reunite has donated 4535 microchip 
scanners to animal shelters, and over $12 
million has been donated since 2022.

Through the Adopt a K-9 Cop program 
over $3 million in grants have been pro-
vided. 414 grants have been made to 
date. Reunite has increased its 3 to 1 
match in this program to $7500 per grant.

These programs continue to garner posi-
tive PR for AKC and AKC Reunite. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: The Executive 
Officers of the American Kennel Club 
were re-elected to the following positions:   
Dennis B. Sprung - President and Chief 
Executive Officer  
Gina M. DiNardo - Executive Secretary  
Theodore E. Phillips - Chief Financial 
Officer
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FINANCE
Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, pre-
sented preliminary financial statements 
(unaudited) as of February 28, 2023.

Unaudited Financial Results for the 2 
months ended February 28, 2023
Net Operating Income is $3.3 million 
due to lower controllable expenses and 
increased registration and Sports & 
Events revenue.

REVENUES:
Total Revenues of $17.5 million are lower 
than budget by 1%.
Registration Fees total $7.4 million, 
exceeding the budget by 4%.
Recording & Event Service fees, Title 
Recognition, and Event Applications fees 
total $2.1 million, and are lower than 
budget by 1%.
Product & Service Sales total $2.4 million 
and are lower than budget by 5%.
Advertising, Sponsorship and Royalties 
total $2.8 million are lower than budget 
by 17%.

EXPENSES:
Controllable Expenses total $12.4 million 
and are lower than budget by $939k or 
7%.
Non-Controllable expenses are lower 
than budget by $36k or 2%.

Non-Financial Statistics for the 2 months 
ended February 28, 2023
Registrations: 2023 YTD Litter 
Registrations are 5% ahead of budget, 
and 4% lower than 2022 YTD.
2023 YTD Dog Registrations are trail-
ing the budget by 3% and are 12% lower 
than 2022 YTD.

Events & Entries
Compared to the same period in 2022, 
Events & Entries were up by 6% and 1%, 
respectively.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President of 
Sports Services, and Sheila Goffe, Vice 
President of Government Relations, par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference. 

Parent Club Designation for Shikoku
The American Shikoku Ken Club 
requests to be designated as the Parent 
Club for the Breed, allowing them to hold 
FSS Open Shows. 

This will be discussed further at the May 
meeting. 

New Breed for Foundation Stock Service® – 
Braque St. Germain
It was reported that the Foundation Stock 
Service® (FSS) Committee recently 



https://www.votervoice.net/AKC/Home
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National Detector Dog Training Center, 
which administers all aspects of the 
USDA’s program using detection dogs 
to detect pests and diseases harmful to 
American agriculture imported into the 
United States.

USDA APHIS/Regulatory: AKC sub-
mitted comments in support of future 
proposed changes to the federal Animal 
Welfare Act’s (AWA) requirements for 
individualized, performance-based envi-
ronmental enrichment for dogs.

A few examples of legislation from the 
states include highly problematic legis-
lation in Florida, Illinois and Texas that 
would vastly expand regulation of the 
ownership of intact females and hobby 
breeding.  

•	 Sponsors of Florida HB 1581/SB 
1492, which would require licens-
ing and regulate ownership of intact 
female dogs, recently indicated they 
would not advance the legislation fol-
lowing a strong outcry by opposition; 
however, the bills do remain active.  

•	 In Illinois, House Bill 3200, which 
would have required genetic testing 
for all dogs owned by dog breeders, 
has been moved to rules. It is unlikely 
to advance this year. 

•	 Texas HB 274/ SB 876/HB 2238 
would require anyone with 5 intact 

females to become a state licensed 
dog breeder, thereby subjecting hob-
byists to commercial regulation. Both 
bills have been heard in committee 
in the last two weeks. AKC sta� and 
clubs’ members attended both hear-
ings and testified in opposition. The 
measures continue to move, and AKC 
is working with local constituents to 
express strong concerns. 

Detection Dog Task Force Update
The AKC Detection Dog Task Force 
(DDTF) studies and implements actions 
that address underlying causes of the 
shortage of domestically bred, raised and 
trained detection dogs. Efforts are broken 
into 3 general areas:

1.	Public policy/Government Relations
2.	Conferences, webinars and general 

outreach; and
3.	Breeder education and outreach.

The entire Board was provided with an 
update, at the request of AKC Board 
members serving on the Detection Dog 
Task Force, on DDTF initiatives and 
accomplishment in the last year, with an 
emphasis on current status and activities.

Since the August 2022 AKC National 
Detection Dog Conference, GR has 
experienced increased interest from the 
public and media about the DDTF and 
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its programs. They have been contacted 
by media outlets, industry players, con-
ducted a number of interviews and con-
tinued the work to raise awareness.

In 2023, the DDTF and Patriotic Puppy 
Program will hold a series of regional one-
day seminars and workshops to further 
expand our reach throughout the country. 
Content will include hands-on training/
mentoring and problem-solving skills for 
breeders, puppy raisers and handlers, as 
well as the opportunity for both buyers 
and sellers to meet and develop crucial 
industry relationships.

Detection Dog Bulletin launched: A new 
quarterly newsletter, the Detection Dog 
Bulletin, was developed to provide quar-
terly information and updates for those 
who want to learn more about the breed-
ing, development and training of dogs 
needed for detection work. The goal 
of the newsletter is to keep interested 
individuals apprised of advances and 
opportunities in breeding, development 
and training of detection dogs as well as 
information and updates about public 
policy, standards, and other factors that 
play an important role in decreasing U.S. 
dependence on the acquisition of foreign 
dogs to protect our national safety and 
security. The inaugural Detection Dog 
Bulletin was launched in December 2022. 

The second edition of the Detection Dog 
Bulletin in March 2023.

Confident Puppy E-learning Course
In 2022, GR launched Confident Puppy 
E-learning course in conjunction with 
AKC Canine College. This 7- module 
online course is a major tool for breeders 
and puppy raisers that teaches the foun-
dational principles for raising a confi-
dent puppy that is equipped to go on for 
advanced training: as a detection dog with 
a government agency, a range of other 
jobs, or as a high-level performance dog.

The course leverages expertise from the 
AKC Patriotic Puppy Program and the 
task force’s work with leading experts on 
working dog research, breeding, training, 
deployment and numerous other areas to 
educate and assist anyone interested in 
raising or training self-confident puppies.
More than 1,000 people have registered 
for this course and 200 have completed 
this course so far.

The Patriotic Puppy Program (PPP)
In 2019, the AKC Detection Dog Task 
Force (DDTF) created the Patriotic 
Puppy Program (PPP) as a project to 
educate AKC breeders about breeding 
and raising detection dogs; and to deter-
mine if AKC Breeders could consistently 
produce puppies suitable for advanced 
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training and success as government work-
ing dogs. The project was broken into 
several phases.

Phase 3 began with the start of 2023. 
It builds on the success of phase 2 and 
focuses on scaling up the program to 
make it bigger and better.

CLUBS
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice 
President, of Sports & Events; Glenn 
Lycan, Director of Event Operations 
Support; and Lisa Cecin, Director of 
Club Relations participated in this por-
tion of the meeting via video conference. 

Mrs. Wallin joined the meeting at 
1:30 p.m. Eastern Time.

Delinquent Member Club Dues
Pursuant to Article V of the Charter 
and Bylaws of The American Kennel 
Club, the officers of all clubs including 
the Delegates, were sent three standard 
email notifications concerning the pay-
ment of their 2023 Member club dues. 
A regular USPS mailing was sent to 
those clubs whose officers do not have an 
email address on record. There are two 
Member Clubs which have not paid their 
dues to date.

Normally a club would be returned to 

licensed status on April 30, 2023. 
Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, sec-
onded by Ms. McAteer, the board 
VOTED (unanimously) to extend the 
deadline to both clubs in question to June 
30, 2023. They will be advised that unless 
the dues are paid and received by June 30, 
2023, their membership in The American 
Kennel Club will be revoked and the clubs 
will return to licensed status.

Back Mountain Kennel Club – Member Club 
Dissolved 
The Board was advised that Back 
Mountain Kennel Club was dissolved on 
August 8, 2022. It was a Member Club of 
the American Kennel Club since March 
1949, and served the Kingston, PA area.

REPORT ON MEMBER CLUB BYLAWS 
APPROVED IN FEBRUARY AND MARCH

•	 Basset Hound Club of America 
(1937)

•	 Belgian Sheepdog Club of America 
(1949)

•	 Birmingham Kennel Club, Birming-
ham, AL (1935)

•	 Carolina Kennel Club, Greensboro, 
NC (1938)

•	 Catoctin Kennel Club, Frederick 
County, MD (2000)

•	 Dandie Dinmont Terrier Club of 
America (1910)

•	 German Wirehaired Pointer Club of 
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COMPANION and PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice 
President, Sports & Events; Dr. Mary 
Burch, Director, Family Dog Program; 
Caroline Murphy, Director, Performance 
Events; and Diane Schultz, Director 
Obedience, Rally, and Tracking partic-
ipated in this portion of the meeting via 
video conference. 

Pointing Breed Hunting Tests – The Buddy 
Hunt
The Board reviewed a recommenda-
tion to allow for a Buddy Hunt in the 
Junior Hunter level test in Pointing 
Breed Hunting Tests. In a Buddy Hunt, 
a Junior, family member, or friend may 
accompany the handler. In addition, this 

opportunity can help to offset the inhibi-
tion many new owners feel prior to han-
dling their own dog for the first time. The 
buddy cannot assist in handling the dog 
or flushing the birds. There is a limit of 
one buddy per handler. There would be 
no change to the running of the event.

This will be discussed further at the May 
meeting. 

Pointing Breed Hunting Tests – Providing Flex-
ibility in Finding Judges
Testing levels in Pointing Breed Hunting 
Tests can be divided into divisions at 
the discretion of the host club. This is 
usually done if the club expects a large 
number of entries. The Board reviewed a 
recommendation to allow Pointing Breed 
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Hunting Test judges to enter in a division 
of a testing level that they are not judging. 
Currently the Regulations state a judge 
may not enter the testing level they are 
judging. This change will provide clubs 
additional flexibility in securing judges. 

This will be discussed further at the May 
meeting.

Dachshund Field Trials – Request to Hold 
Eight Trials Per Year
The Board reviewed a request from the 
Dachshund Club of America to increase 
the number of field trials a local club can 
hold per calendar year from four to eight. 

This will be discussed further at the May 
meeting.

AKC Fetch, a New Family Dog Activity
The Board reviewed a recommenda-
tion to add a new titling program in 
AKC Family Dog called “AKC Fetch.” 
Beginning with the premise that one 
of the most popular activities that dog 
owners do with their dogs is retrieving a 
ball, AKC Fetch will be a fun program 
with four titling levels including Novice, 
Intermediate, Advanced, and Retriever.

By providing a source of exercise for dogs 
and owners, AKC Fetch has clear health 
benefits. Further, the skills learned for 

each of the titles (e.g., remaining steady 
at the line until the ball is released) are 
related to future success in other AKC 
sports. AKC Fetch titles will be a valuable 
addition to the existing AKC FIT DOG 
program. 

This will be discussed further at the May 
meeting.

Tripod Dogs in Rally and Obedience Classes 
Without Jumps
The Board reviewed a Staff recommenda-
tion to allow three-legged dogs (tripods) 
to participate in the non-jumping classes 
in Rally and Obedience. There are two 
classes in Obedience and three classes 
in Rally that do not involve jumping. 
Currently they are not allowed to partic-
ipate as they are considered lame. The 
Rally and Obedience Regulations define 
lame as any irregularity of locomotion.
There was a motion and a second to 
consider this matter at the meeting waiv-
ing the normal notice procedures. This 
motion was defeated. 

This will be discussed further at the May 
meeting. 

Rally Results Processing Has Moved to Event 
Operations
The Board was provided with an update 
that Sports & Events has reassigned the 
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processing of Rally results in order to 
equalize the future workload between 
departments. Rally results were previ-
ously processed by the Companion Event 
Operations Department. Starting with 
trials held after February 1, 2023, the 
results are being processed by the Event 
Operations Department.

Obedience - Three Quarter Jump Heights for 
All Breeds
At the January meeting, the Board 
reviewed a request from three Parent 
Clubs to allow the breeds to jump thre-
equarters height of the dog at the withers 
in Obedience. 55 breeds are now allowed 
to jump three-quarters height. The Board 
ask if the standard jump height in obedi-
ence should be lowered to three-quarters 
for all breeds. At the March Delegate 
meeting, the Companion Events 
Committee was asked if they supported 
lowering the minimum required jump 
height in the regular obedience classes to 
three-quarter for all breeds. They replied 
they do not. They believe the lowering of 
the jump height should continue to be at 
the request of the Parent Club with justi-
fication provided to the Staff. The current 
procedures for requesting three-quarters 
jump height for a breed will stay in place. 

Fast CAT® – Board Action Items
The Staff provided information to the 

Board on questions they had in a previous 
meeting about aspects of Fast CAT® pro-
cedures and regulations. 

The following is a list of the major Fast 
CAT® service providers in the U.S. and 
the percentage of events they handle. 

Clubs themselves or using AKC lure 
coursing clubs	 30%
Time To Fly	 17%
Sugarloaf Mountain Racing	 14%
Hudson Valley Coursing	 7%
Fast and Fun	 6%
Speed Dog	 5%
American Lure Coursing	 4%
Black Knight Coursing	 3%
Dog Sports America	 3%
All the rest	 11%

CONFORMATION
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice 
President, Sports & Events; Mari-
Beth O’Neill, Vice President of Sports 
Services; Tim Thomas, Vice President of 
Conformation; Glenn Lycan, Director, 
Event Operations Support and Alan Slay, 
Director, Event Programs, participated in 
this portion of the meeting via video con-
ference.

Required Documents at Shows – Rules Apply-
ing to Dog Shows Chapter 2, Section 14
The Board reviewed a recommenda-







MAY 2023AKC GAZETTE 142

eligible.
Any modifications by the club to the eligibility 
criteria must be clearly defined in the pre-
mium list.

The standardized criteria will be effective 
August 30, 2023.

Junior Showmanship Regulations – Section 7 
Dog Eligibility
The pilot program, approved by the 
AKC Board at the May 2022 Board 
Meeting, revising the Conformation Junior 
Showmanship Regulations, Guidelines for 
Judging Juniors in Conformation, Juniors 
in Performance Events Regulations, Section 
7. Dog Eligibility, eliminating the owner-
ship requirement for a dog to be entered 
in Conformation Junior Showmanship 
has been very positively received. Staff is 
recommending making this a permanent 
revision effective July 1, 2023.

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, sec-
onded by Mr. Carota, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to consider the matter at 
this meeting, waiving the normal notice 
procedures.  

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, sec-
onded by Mr. Carota, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to make this making this a 
permanent revision effective July 1, 2023.

Conflict Distances
Based on a Board request, Staff presented 
a memo to provide the Board informa-
tion about the current processes used to 
administer the Board Policy for conflict 
distances and information to contemplate 
when considering potential alternatives to 
the current processes.

Sports require minimum distances 
between their events on the same date 
and some sports have minimum distance 
and number of days required between 
judging assignments. The process of 
verifying these minimums is referred to 
as “conflict checking.” The current con-
flict checking process uses a straight-line 
method to measure the distance between 
two points. The system has worked well 
over the decades as it applies a consistent 
method for measurement.

Further, the Board has taken measures to 
allow Staff to address reasonable excep-
tions via the approval of policy amend-
ments, the most notable being an amend-
ment to the Show Conflict Distance 
Policy in February 2014 which allows 
clubs to agree to co-exist if the distance 
between their events is less than the mini-
mum required for the sport. 

More recently, in July 2022 the Board 
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approved an amendment to the Show 
Conflict Distance Policy that allows 
clubs to appeal for an exception of the 
minimum distance between events if the 
shortest driving between the events is 
approximately 25% greater than the mini-
mum distance required for the sport. This 
amendment provided the AKC an avenue 
to approve events where there are extraor-
dinary geographic features between them 
that are not considered in the calculation 
of straight-line measurement.

With Board consent, Staff will continue 
to process the Board Policy for conflict 
distances in its current manner. 

Post-Closing Overload and Cancellation 
Resolution
Staff wishes to explore the option to 
allow clubs post-closing to remove a 
judge from an assignment to judge 
Miscellaneous, Sweepstakes, Futurity, 
Junior Showmanship, Four-to-Six Month 
Best Puppy, or FSS Open Show to rectify 
a judge change in a breed due to overload 
or cancellation.

The Board concurred and Staff will 
implement the following procedure con-
cerning the resolution of
judge changes post-closing due to over-
load or cancellation.

To resolve breed assignment changes 
after closing due to overloads or judge can-
cellations, clubs may remove assignments 
for Miscellaneous, Sweepstakes, Futurity, 
Junior Showmanship, Four-to-Six Month 
Best Puppy, or FSS Open Show, to pro-
vide sufficient room under the daily entry 
limit. This is allowed with the require-
ments there are no other eligible and 
available judges on the judging panel who 
would not require the removal of other 
assignment(s), and that any replacement 
judge for the removed Miscellaneous, 
Sweepstakes, Futurity, Junior 
Showmanship, Four-to-Six Month Best 
Puppy, or FSS Open Show assignments 
must be eligible to judge that competition. 
Where applicable, exhibitors would be eli-
gible to receive a refund for a judge change 
under the parameters defined in the Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows or the regulations 
for that competition.

The AKC Show Manual will be revised 
to include this information and posted on 
the AKC website. Notification will also be 
posted on the various AKC social media 
platforms.

Onsite Show Secretary Program Update
As of the date of the meeting, AKC has 
approved 6 new Onsite Show Secretaries. 

Superintendent Equipment









MAY 2023AKC GAZETTE 147

Consent items:
Canine Partners in Conformation Junior 
Showmanship Pilot
The AKC Board approved an eigh-
teen-month pilot program allowing 
Canine Partners to be exhibited in 
Conformation Junior Showmanship. The 
trial period ended on December 31, 2022.

The Board VOTED not to continue 
with the program but will continue to 
allow Canine Partners to be exhibited 
in Conformation Junior Showmanship 
Showcase events. 

National Owner-Handled & Junior Ribbon 
Colors
The Board VOTED to update the NOHS 
and Junior Regulations to allow clubs to 
provide the winners of the NOHS Best 
in Show and Best Junior award a more 
distinguished ribbon. update the NOHS 
and Junior regulations to mimic the word-
ing for Best in Show and Reserve Best in 
Show ribbon colors.

Ribbon colors for NOHS competition are:
• NOHS Best in Show – Turquoise or any 
unassigned color or combination of colors 
not used at that event is permitted.

• NOHS Reserve Best in Show – Light 
Green or any unassigned color or combi-
nation of colors not used at that event is 

permitted.
NOHS Best in Show and Reserve Best 
in Show ribbons must be different col-
ors then the Regular Best in Show and 
Reserve Best in Show ribbons on the 
day.

NOHS Rosettes: clubs are encouraged to 
offer the same size rosettes as offered for 
the regular groups.

Ribbon colors for Juniors competition:
• Best Junior: Rose and Green or any 
unassigned color or combination of colors 
not used at that event is permitted.

• Reserve Best Junior: Rose and Gray or 
any unassigned color or combination of 
colors not used at that event is permitted.

Entlebucher Mountain Dog Proposed Breed 
Standard Revision 
The Board VOTED to approve the 
proposed revisions to the Entlebucher 
Mountain Dog breed standard as sub-
mitted and approved by the National 
Entlebucher Mountain Dog Association, 
Inc. in accordance with the club’s 
Constitution and Bylaws. The effective 
date will be June 13, 2023.
See Approved Standard in Appendix A.

Lancashire Heeler Eligibility to Compete in 
the Herding Group
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http://www.americanwaterspanielclub.org/
http://theboykinspanielclub.com/
https://www.barbetclubofamerica.com
http://www.theamericanbrittanyclub.org
http://www.amchessieclub.org/
http://www.clumbers.org/
https://www.americanspanielclub.org/
http://www.ccrca.org/
https://englishcocker.org/
http://www.esaa.com/
http://www.essfta.org/
http://www.fieldspaniels.org/
https://fcrsa.org
http://www.gspca.org/
http://www.gwpca.com/
http://www.grca.org/
http://www.gsca.org/
http://www.irishredwhitesetterassociation.com/
http://www.irishsetterclub.org/
http://iwsca.webs.com/
http://www.thelabradorclub.com/
http://nsdtrc-usa.org/
http://www.americanpointerclub.org/
http://www.spinoneclubofamerica.com/
http://www.sussexspaniels.org/
http://www.vcaweb.org/
http://weimaranerclubofamerica.org/
https://www.lagottous.com
https://www.kooikerhondjeusa.org/
http://www.wssca.com/
http://www.awpga.com/
http://www.whvca.us/


PARENT CLUB LINKS
HOUND GROUP

Afghan Hound American 
Foxhound

AzawakhAmerican English
Coonhound

Basenji

Basset Hound Beagle Black and Tan
Coonhound

Bloodhound Bluetick 
Coonhound

Borzoi DachshundCirneco dell’Etna English Foxhound Grand Basset
Griffon Vendéen

Greyhound Harrier Ibizan Hound Irish Wolfhound Norwegian
Elkhound

Otterhound Petit Basset 
Griffon Vendéen

Pharaoh Hound Plott

Redbone 
Coonhound

Portuguese 
Podengo Pequeno

Rhodesian 
Ridgeback

Saluki Scottish 
Deerhound

WhippetTreeing Walker
Coonhound

Sloughi
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http://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.americanfoxhoundclub.org/
http://www.azawakhs.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/american_english_coonhound/index.cfm
https://www.basenji.org/
http://basset-bhca.org/
https://www.nationalbeagleclub.org
https://abtcc.org
http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/bluetick_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.borzoiclubofamerica.org/
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org/
https://cirneco.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/english_foxhound/index.cfm
https://www.gbgv.net/
http://www.greyhoundclubofamericainc.org/
http://www.harrierclubofamerica.com/
http://www.ihcus.org/
http://www.iwclubofamerica.org/index.html
http://neaa.net/
http://www.otterhound.org/
http://www.pbgv.org/
http://www.ph-club.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/plott-hound/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/redbone-coonhound/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/portuguese-podengo-pequeno/
http://www.rrcus.org/
http://www.salukiclub.org/
https://deerhound.org
http://www.americanwhippetclub.net/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/treeing-walker-coonhound/
https://sloughi-international.com


http://www.akitaclub.org/
http://alaskanmalamute.org/
https://asdca.club
http://www.bmdca.org/
http://www.brtca.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/boerboel/
http://www.bullmastiff.us/
http://www.canecorso.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/chinook/index.cfm
http://www.ddbsa.org/.
https://www.dogousa.org/
http://www.german-pinscher.com/
http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/
http://www.gdca.org/
https://greatpyrenees.club
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://komondorclubofamerica.org/
http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
http://www.mastiff.org/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
http://saintbernardclub.org/
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.dpca.org/


PARENT CLUB LINKS
TERRIER GROUP

Airedale Terrier American 
Staffordshire Terrier

Australian Terrer Bedlington Terrier

Border Terrier

American Hairless
Terrier

Bull Terrier Cairn Terrier Cesky Terrier Dandie Dinmont
Terrier

Fox Terrier
(Smooth)

Glen of Imaal
Terrier

Irish Terrier Kerry Blue 
Terrier

Lakeland Terrier

Miniature Bull
Terrier

Miniature 
Schnauzer

Norfolk Terrier Norwich Terrier

Parson Russell
Terrier

Scottish Terrier Sealyham TerrierRat Terrier Russell Terrier

Skye Terrier Soft Coated
Wheaten Terrier

Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier

Welsh Terrier West Highland
White Terrier

Wire Fox Terrier

Manchester 
Terrier
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http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
http://www.btcoa.org/
http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
http://www.btca.com
http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
https://www.ddtca.org
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://sealyham.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/rat-terrier/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/russell-terrier/
http://clubs.akc.org/skye/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
http://clubs.akc.org/wtca/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/


PARENT CLUB LINKS

Affenpinscher Biewer Terrier Brussels Griffon Cavalier King
Charles Spaniel

Chihuahua

Chinese Crested English Toy
Spaniel

Havanese Italian Greyhound Japanese Chin

Maltese Manchester 
Terrier (Toy)

Miniature 
Pinscher

Papillon Pekingese

Pomeranian Poodle (Toy) Pug Shih Tzu Silky Terrier

Toy Fox Terrier Yorkshire Terrier

TOY GROUP
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http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://biewerterrierclubofamerica.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
http://www.chihuahuaclubofamerica.com/
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://www.japanesechinclubofamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanMalteseAssociation/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
http://thepekingeseclubofamerica.net/
https://ampomclub.org
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com/
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
http://silkyterrierclub.yolasite.com/
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/


PARENT CLUB LINKS
NON-SPORTING GROUP

American Eskimo
Dog

Bichon Frise

Coton de Tulear

Boston Terrier Bulldog Chinese 
Shar-Pei

Chow Chow Dalmatian Finnish Spitz French Bulldog

Keeshond Lhasa Apso Löwchen Norwegian 
Lundehund

Poodle 
(Miniature)

Schipperke Poodle (Standard) Shiba Inu Tibetan Spaniel Tibetan Terrier

Xoloitzcuintli

AKC G A Z ET TE 1  2 0 2 3

http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.usactc.org
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/norwegian-lundehund/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.schipperkeclub-usa.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shibas.org/index.html
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
http://www.xoloitzcuintliclubofamerica.org/


https://www.acdca.org/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
https://www.laeken.club
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.picards.us
http://www.picards.us
http://www.picards.us
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/bca/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/finnish_lapphund/index.cfm
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org
https://www.mudi.us/
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
http://www.pumiclub.org
http://www.assa.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/
http://www.swdclub.org/
https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/border-collie/


http://www.akc.org/events/handlers
www.akc.org/events/junior-showmanship/junior-clinics/
http://www.akc.org/events/handlers/adult-clinics/
https://my.royalcanin.com/
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