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https://www.akc.org/sports/agility/events/akc-national-agility-championship/
https://www.akc.org/sports/agility/events/akc-national-agility-championship/
https://akc.tv
https://equiwent.org/
https://shop.akc.org/collections/peace-for-ukraine-graphic-apparel-accessories
https://shop.akc.org/collections/peace-for-ukraine-graphic-apparel-accessories


https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/uniquely-urban-dogs-bred-for-life-in-the-city/id1520402175?i=1000484010463
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/uniquely-urban-dogs-bred-for-life-in-the-city/id1520402175?i=1000484010463
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/top-dogs-and-underdogs-most-popular-dog-breeds-in-america/id1520402175?i=1000529784176
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/top-dogs-and-underdogs-most-popular-dog-breeds-in-america/id1520402175?i=1000529784176
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/top-dogs-and-underdogs-most-popular-dog-breeds-in-america/id1520402175?i=1000529784176
mailto:vxr%40akc.org%20?subject=
mailto:gazette%40akcg?subject=


https://www.trapfalls.org
https://www.fortworthkennelclub.org
https://www.fortworthkennelclub.org
http://atlantakennelclub.org
http://atlantakennelclub.org
https://springfieldkennelclub.org
https://ph-club.org
https://ph-club.org
https://www.museumofthedog.org/
https://www.museumofthedog.org/
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IT'S ALL ABOUT 
WHO YOU KNOW

geico.com/disc/akc | 1-800-368-2734 | Local Agent

 !"#$!%#&'() could 
save more with a special 
discount with GEICO!
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The AKC has launched the 
National Owner-Handled 
Series Levels of Achievement 
program. Owners and their 
dogs can obtain Bronze, Silver, 
Gold, and Platinum recognition 
by earning a predetermined 
number of lifetime NOHS 
points. 

“We are pleased to recog-
nize the accomplishments of 
all dogs and their owner-han-
dlers going back to the start 

of the NOHS program,” says 
Executive Vice President 
Doug Ljungren. “The Levels of 
Achievement will acknowledge 
these exhibitors’ hard work, 
passion for their dogs, and  

enthusiasm for the sport.”
A commemorative pin and 

downloadable certificate are 
given for the highest Level of 
Achievement a dog has earned 
at the time the expansion is 
implemented. A pin and certif-
icate will be awarded for each 
higher Level of Achievement 
earned. Send comments or 
questions to awards@akc.org.

More information 

Something New for NOHS 

K-9 Dash was killed in the line of 
duty last month.

Update: Adopt a K-9 Cop
louisville, kentucky—AKC Reunite has announced 

$15,000 in donations to the Shepherdsville Police Department 
K-9 unit through the AKC Reunite Adopt a K-9 Cop match-
ing-grant program. Funds were raised by contributions from the 
Louisville KC, donating $5,000 (two K-9 grants) for a total of 
$20,000. Shepherdsville PD officers accepted the donation at the 
Kentuckiana Cluster on March 19.

Shepherdsville recently lost two of its K-9s; one retired, and 
another, K-9 Officer Dash, was killed in the line of duty on March 
9 while saving his handler’s life. The death of Dash shocked the 
community, says Debra Owen, AKC Delegate from the Louisville 
KC. “The whole area around here is in mourning—the dogs are like family.”

CEO of AKC Reunite Tom Sharp says, “It is important to us to be able to provide police 
departments with the funds they need to obtain K-9 police dogs. They are an integral part of 
law-enforcement agencies and help keep the community safe.”

https://www.geico.com/landingpage/member-discount/?logo=70907
mailto:awards%40akc.org?subject=
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/national-owner-handled-series/nohs-levels-achievement/
https://www.akcreunite.org
https://louisvillekennelclub.org/
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bethesda, maryland—
Popular belief has been 
that small dogs, such as 
Pomeranians and Chihuahuas, 
exist because after dogs were 
domesticated, humans wanted 
small, cute companions. But 
in a recent issue of the journal 
Current Biology, researchers 

at the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) identify a genetic 
mutation in a growth  
hormone–regulating gene 
corresponding to small body 
size in dogs that was present in 
wolves over 50,000 years ago, 
long before domestication.

The search for this muta-
tion had been ongoing at the 
NIH for over a decade, but 
researchers did not find it until 
Jocelyn Plassais, a postdoctoral 
researcher working under 
geneticist Elaine Ostrander, 
suggested that they search for 
sequences around the gene that 
were positioned backwards and 
confirm if any were present in 
other canids and ancient DNA. 
With this approach, their team 
found a reverse form of the 
insulin-like growth factor 1 
(IGF1) gene with variants that 
correlated to dog body size. 

“We looked at 200 breeds, 
and it held up beautifully,” 
Ostrander says.

The researchers then col-
laborated with evolutionary 
biologists Greger Larson at 
Oxford University and Laurent 
Franz at Ludwig Maximilian 
University to look through 
ancient-wolf DNA to see 
when the IGF-1 mutation first 
showed up. Scientists have the-
orized that dogs began large 
and became smaller about 

20,000 years ago, when they 
were domesticated, but this dis-
covery presents the possibility 
of a new evolutionary narrative.

Indeed, when the team 
looked at the DNA of a 
54,000-year-old Siberian wolf 
(Canis lupus campestris) they 
found that it, too, possessed the 
growth-hormone mutation. 
Ostrander says, “It’s as though 
Nature had kept it tucked in 
her back pocket for tens of 
thousands of years until it was 

needed.” 
The finding holds not just 

for dogs and wolves, but also 
for coyotes, jackals, African 
hunting dogs, and other mem-
bers of the family of animals 
referred to as canids. “This is 
tying together so much about 
canine domestication and 
body size, and the things that 
we think are very modern 
are actually very ancient,” 
Ostrander says.

Ostrander and her team plan 

to continue to investigate the 
genes that regulate body size in 
dogs. “One of the things that 
is pretty cool about dogs is that 
because they have evolved so 
recently there aren’t actually 
a lot of body-size genes,” she 
says. “Canids have only 25 
known genes that regulate 
body size, compared to several 
hundred in humans. I really 
want to understand the whole 
continuum—from Chihuahuas 
to Great Danes.”

Discovering the  
“Little Gene”

Graph shows distribution of small body-size mutation across different canid species.

This little cutie’s long march 
to the show ring began some 
54,000 years ago. 

The mutation responsible for small dogs existed 
in ancient wolves.

https://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-9822(21)01723-1?fbclid=IwAR05FHRZVX1VbIrU1DW1x7YiF5g0Sq-LA7TvcLiiNfyAUEqwVW9ZKVHbnlg


https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-offer?p=akcgaz&utm_source=digital-publication+&utm_medium=digital-ad&utm_campaign=akc-gazette&utm_id=akc-2022

https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/breeders?p=akcgaz&utm_source=digital-publication+&utm_medium=digital-ad&utm_campaign=akc-gazette&utm_id=akc-2022
https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-offer?p=akcgaz&utm_source=digital-publication+&utm_medium=digital-ad&utm_campaign=akc-gazette&utm_id=akc-2022
https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/breeders?p=akcgaz&utm_source=digital-publication+&utm_medium=digital-ad&utm_campaign=akc-gazette&utm_id=akc-2022


https://lyndabeam.zenfolio.com
https://www.akcwinners.com/results/detail/?eventID=11558
https://www.akcwinners.com/results/detail/?eventID=11561
https://www.akcwinners.com/results/detail/?eventID=11565
https://www.akcwinners.com/results/detail/?eventID=11560
https://www.akcwinners.com/results/detail/?eventID=11564
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THE DOG-AND-BABY 
CONNECTION

Dogs learn about word boundar-
ies as human infants do.

ELTE researchers have 
found that dogs extract words 
from continuous speech using 
similar mental functions and 
brain regions as humans do. 

Human infants can spot 
new words in a speech stream 
long before they learn what 
those words mean. To tell 
where a word ends and 
another one begins, human 
infants make complex calcu-
lations to keep track of sylla-
ble patterning: Syllables that 
usually appear together are 
probably words, and those 
that do not probably aren’t. 
ELTE’s brain-imaging study 
discovered that dogs, too, 
may recognize such complex 
regularities in speech.

“Keeping track of patterns 
is not unique to humans: 
Many animals learn from 
such regularities in the 
surrounding world, this is 
called statistical learning,” 
Marianna Boros, a lead 

author of the study, explains. 
“What makes speech special 
nx ymfy nyx jẎhnjsy uwthjxxnsl 
requires complex  
computations.”

To learn new words from 
continuous speech, it is 
not enough to count how 
often certain syllables occur 
ytljymjw3 Ny nx rzhm rtwj jẎ-
cient to calculate how probably 
those syllables occur together. 

To solve the seemingly 
inẎhzqy yfxp tk |twi xjl-
mentation, humans—even 
8-month-old infants—calcu-
late complex statistics about 
the probability of one syllable 
following the other. Boros says 
that “until now we did not 
know if any other mammal 
can also use such complex 
computations to extract words 
from speech. We decided to 
test family dogs’ brain capaci-
ties for statistical learning from 
speech.” 

Dogs are the earliest domes-
ticated animal species and 
probably the one we speak to 
most often, but Boros says, 
“We know very little about the 

neural processes underlying 
their word- 
learning capacities.”

To discover what kind of 
statistics that dogs calculate 
when they listen to speech, 
researchers measured electric 
brain activity of awake, coop-
erating, unrestrained animals. 

Ymj yjfr xf| inẍjwjshjx ns 
dogs’ brain waves for frequent 
compared to rare words. 
“But even more surprisingly,” 
the study’s co-author, Lilla 
Magyari, says, “we also saw 
gwfns |f{j inẍjwjshjx ktw 
syllables that always occurred 
together compared to syllables 

that only occasionally did, 
even if total frequencies were 
the same.” 

It turns out that dogs keep 
track not only of simple sta-
tistics (the number of times a 
word occurs) but also of com-
plex statistics (the probability 
that a word’s syllables occur 

together). Magyari says, 
“This has never been seen in 
other nonhuman mammals 
before. It is exactly the kind 
of complex statistics human 
infants use to extract words 
from continuous speech.”

To explore how similar 
the responsible brain regions 

An “awake, cooperating,  
unrestrained” subject is 
wired for brain imaging.



APRIL  2022AKC GAZETTE 13

HE
LG

E O
. S

VE
LA

behind this complex mental 
capacity in dogs are to those 
in humans, researchers also 
tested dogs using functional 
MRI. This test was per-
formed also on awake, coop-
erating, unrestrained animals. 

“We know that in humans 
both general learning-related 
and language-related brain 
regions participate in this 
process, explains Boros. “And 
we found the same duality in 
dogs.” Both a generalist and a 
specialist brain region seemed 
to be involved in statistical 
learning from speech, but the 
fhyn{fynts ufyyjwsx |jwj inẍjw-
ent in the two. 

Boros concludes, “We now 
begin to understand that some 
computational and neural 
processes that are known to be 
instrumental for human lan-
guage acquisition may not be 
unique to humans after all.”

This study was published in 
Current Biology. 

THE SIGN OF GENIUS?
There might be a link between 

head-tilting and intelligence. 

The quizzical head tilt as 
a dog processes an interest-
ing sound has long been a 
familiar sight to owners, but 
ELTE’s “An exploratory 
analysis of head-tilting in 
itlxø nx ymj ăwxy xhnjsynăh 
treatment of the behavior.

Data on this behavior were 
collected during the “Genius 
Dog Challenge,” a series of 
live-broadcast experiments 
that went viral on social 
media, and during a previous 
study aimed at investigating 
some dogs’ ability to learn the 
names of numerous toys.

Several animals, including 
humans, present an asym-
metry in the way they move 
or perceive the environment 
through their senses. For 
instance, one can prefer an 
ear or an eye over the other 
when processing a vocal signal 
or an image. 

In dogs, these asymmetries 
can be seen in such behaviors 
as tail wagging, nostril use 
|mnqj xsnẎsl1 fsi uf| uwjk-
erence when trying to grasp 
something. Lateralization is 

also present in brain func-
tioning. “Tilting the head 
is yet another asymmetrical 
movement in dogs, but it had 
never been studied,” lead 
researcher Andrea Sommese, 
says. “We investigated the 
frequency and direction of 
this behavior in response to a 
xujhnăh mzrfs {jwgfq {thfq-

ization: when the owner asks 
the dog to bring a toy by  
saying its name.”

The researchers analyzed 
the videos collected during 
the study called “Word learn-
ing dogs,” which showed that 
not every dog could learn toy 
names after three months of 
intensive training. The test 

was rather easy to execute: 
The toys were placed in one 
room and the owner and 
researcher in another. In 
each trial, the owner asked 
ymj itl yt kjyhm f xujhnăh yt~ 
by saying its name.

Typical dogs were unable 
to learn the names of even 
just two toys, but some could 
learn multiple names and 
received the label “Gifted 
Word Learner” dogs. Over 
the course of two studies, 
carried out over several 
months, researchers observed 
two groups of dogs: 33 typi-
cal dogs and 7 Gifted Word 
Learner dogs.

For the study “An explor-
atory analysis of head-tilting 
in dogs,” scientists recorded 
the presence (or absence) of 
head-tilts when the owner 
wjvzjxyji xujhnăh yt~x1 fsi 
also analyzed the side of the 
tilt. 

The “gifted” dogs very 
often tilted their head upon 
hearing the owner’s request 
for a named toy, while typical 
dogs rarely did. That is why 

the researchers then decided 
to observe head tilts only in 
the gifted dogs during two 
further experiments, with 
more toys involved. 

The researchers found that 
the side toward which the 
dogs tilted their heads was 
consistent for each individual 
in experiments spanning 24 
months. 

“It seems that there is a 
relationship between success 
in retrieving a named toy and 
frequent head tilts upon hear-
ing its name,” study co-au-
thor Shany Dror says. “That 
is why we suggest an associ-
ation between head-tilting 
and processing relevant and 
meaningful stimuli.” 

It should be noted that this 
study investigated head tilts 
izwnsl tsj xujhnăh htrrzsn-
cation: when the owner asks 
the dog to fetch a named toy. 
We should, therefore, refrain 
from thinking that only gifted 
dogs tilt their heads in situa-
tions not tested in this study. 

This study was published in 
Animal Cognition.

Whisky, tilting 
leftward, shows 
off a “Gifted Word 
Learner” certificate.

https://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-9822(21)01406-8
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10071-021-01571-8


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgv6ywyFJEg
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S10538119210082X?via%3Dihub
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Crufts Best in Show 
The Kennel Club posted this beautifully produced coverage from last month’s big show at 
Birmingham. 24:19

1981 German Shepherd National at Tulsa, Oklahoma
A YouTube time machine! How many of these dogs and fanciers of 41 years ago do you  
recall? 59:53

Up, Up, and Olé! 
Meet Scooby, the amazing acrobatic Chihuahua featured in the May/June issue of  AKC Fam-
ily Dog. 6:53

VIDEOS

And Now for Something Completely Different ...
Also from Crufts, a uniquely English special feature: team showing in the Breeders Competi-
tion finals. 27:08

https://www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/family-dog/
https://www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/family-dog/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nA_Iou8XSJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8UetoY1TaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g4Q2rWz0DI
https://youtu.be/ShaNjrfGwTw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nA_Iou8XSJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8UetoY1TaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g4Q2rWz0DI
https://youtu.be/ShaNjrfGwTw


FEATURE

APRIL  2022AKC GAZETTE 16

AL
L P

HO
TO

S 
CO

UR
TE

SY
 B

AR
BA

RA
 TA

M
BU

RE
LL

O

A disaster site is a treacherous environment—noisy, 
chaotic, dust filled, and often dark. It takes an extraor-
dinary search-and-rescue canine with the boldness, 

drive, energy, strength, and agility to focus and perform under 
these conditions. These specially trained canines love their 
work and need to work.  

This is the story of Barbara “Barby” Gonzalez Tamburello 
and her Golden Retriever, Blaze, a certified K9 Search Specialist 
team with FEMA Task Force 2. Barby has been a firefighter and 
a “hazardous materials” HAZMAT Driver/Engineer with the 
City of Hialeah Fire Department in Florida for 20 years. She 
became interested in canine search and rescue while working as 
a HAZMAT Specialist deployed and housed with canine teams. 
While there, she had the opportunity to observe and help with 
the training of the canines, got a taste of what was required, and 
decided that this was something she wanted to pursue. 

Most search-and-rescue teams are firefighters. The Search Dog 
Foundation believes it is easier for firefighters to incorporate a 
search canine into their career and lifestyle, as firefighters are 
trained to be the first on a disaster scene. They know how to fol-
low a rigorous training program and as a result are very prepared 
for this type of work.

At the scene of a horrific disaster, a 
dog and handler earn their stripes 
and strengthen their bond of love. 
By Alyson Casper

Blaze 
   of Glory
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After about nine months of 
participating in training ses-
sions, one of the lead handlers 
thought Barby was ready 
to get a dog. She also felt 
ready, and luckily there was 
a litter being planned by two 
handlers in the FEMA Task 
Force—the sire and dam 
were both S&R canines, and 

many more could be found 
in the bloodlines of the sire 
and dam. There were seven 
puppies in the litter. Six went 
off to become working dogs. 
Four of the six are in the 
Search and Rescue system, 
following in the paw prints of 
their parents. Barby’s Blaze is 
one of the four. 

LEARNING HIS TRADE
As soon as Barby got her 

Golden Retriever pup, Blaze, 
they began their training. She 
brought her puppy to work 
at the fire station to expose 
him to all of the noises and 
different people. She built a 
baby debris pile in the fire 
station and at 10 to 12 weeks 

began working with Blaze on 
ladders, tunnels, wooden pal-
lets, and walking on unstable 
surfaces and wire grates. She 
did formal imprinting and 
reinforced his toy drive and 
play with other people so he 
would respond not only to 
her as the handler but also to 
strangers. 

From there, the training 
advanced to playing hide-
and-seek so Blaze would 
learn to “find” and play. This 
was advanced again to get 
Blaze to elicit a focused bark 
alert once he had a live find. 
This training was then done 
at greater distances. 

Once Blaze had mastered 

finding and eliciting a focused 
bark alert, the training was 
advanced to the use of bark 
barrels. Initially, only one 
barrel was used. A person hid 
inside the barrel with the lid 
open and Blaze was instructed 
to “find.” As he mastered this 
skill, the training was advance 
to the barrel being a greater 

FEATURE

Blaze’s descent into hell: Search 
teams are commonly hoisted  into 
the jaws of disaster.







https://www.nbcmiami.com/local/hialeah-search-and-rescue-k9/169390/
https://www.nsdtrc-usa.org
https://www.nsdtrc-usa.org
https://www.nsdtrc-usa.org


http://designishistory.com/1850/posters/
http://designishistory.com/1850/posters/
https://youtu.be/CAVIhiby-TQ
https://youtu.be/CAVIhiby-TQ






mailto:Arliss.Paddock%40akc.org?subject=


mailto:davidawebb%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.theamericanbrittanyclub.org




APRIL  2022AKC GAZETTE 27

Thursday, April 7
8 A.M. — Check-in and casual breakfast
10 A.M. ö Xujhnfqy~ ozilnsl -umtytlwfumjw 

on site for winner and personal photos)
12 P.M. — Breeders’ Symposium
1:30 P.M. — Judges’ Education (members 

ns{nyji fsi jshtzwflji yt fyyjsi&.
5:30 P.M. ö Rjjy fsi Lwjjy |nym Rw3 If{ni 

Frei
6 P.M. — Annual Meeting and Awards 

Dinner, Photo Contest, and Silent Auction/
State Baskets

Friday, April 8
—Friday night casual meet-up at Calapooia 

Brewing Company in downtown Albany. Dogs 
|jqhtrj fsi jshtzwflji& 

Friday–Sunday, April 8–10
—Three days of  supported entries at the all-

breed shows
—Three days of  obedience and rally hosted 

by the Chintimini Kennel Club
—Three days of  agility hosted by the 

Htqzrgnf Wn{jw Flnqny~ Hqzg 
Ktw rtwj nsktwrfynts1 {nxny ymj ufwjsy hqzgúx 

website https://www.nkcusa.org or the Facebook 
page for the 2022 NKCUSA National Specialty: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ 
nkcusaspecialty2022/

Sjijwqfsixj Pttnpjwmtsioj Hqzg tk  ymj ZXF

Pointers
THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD TEMPERAMENT

How important is temperament in a 
UtnsyjwD Ln{js ymfy ymj t|sjw nx ltnsl 

to spend many years with the dog, it has to be 
one of  the priorities when breeding.

Ymj rfotwny~ tk  Utnsyjwx fwj xtqi fx ujyx 
|mt |nqq gj qn{nsl ns f kfrnq~ js{nwtsrjsy1 
possibly meeting other people’s children as 
well as the ones they know; meeting other 
itlx |mjs ts |fqpx fsi mf{nsl yt htuj |nym 
all sorts of  sights and sounds that a working 
Utnsyjw rf~ sj{jw jshtzsyjw3 Ymnsp fgtzy fs 
j}hnyji tw zuxjy xhwjfrnsl hmnqi1 f {nxny yt ymj 
gjfhm |mjwj ujtuqj fwj ufiiqnsl fsi mf{nsl 
family picnics, etc. and you start to see that a 
pnsi fsi j{js inxutxnynts fwj {nyfq3

Qn{nsl |nym f itl |nym f uttw yjrujwfrjsy 
ts ymj tymjw mfsi hfs rfpj qnkj {jw~ inẎhzqy 
fsi qnrnyx ymj t|sjwúx jsot~rjsy tk  ymjnw ujy3 
Ymj~ rf~ mf{j yt |fqp |mjs tymjw ujtuqj fsi 
dogs won’t be around, shut their pet in another 
wttr |mjs ymj~ mf{j {nxnytwx1 fsi xt ts3

For those of  us who show our dogs, another 
qj{jq tk  ltti yjrujwfrjsy nx wjvznwji3 Itl 
shows expose dogs to crowds of  strangers, 
dogs they don’t know in close proximity, lots 
of  noise (including sudden whistles from 
ymtxj uzgqnh fiiwjxx x~xyjrx&.1 Ąfuunsl yjsyx1 
j}hnyji1 sjw{tzx t|sjwx1 qtsl otzwsj~x |nym 
tymjw itlx1 t{jwsnlmy xyf~x ns mtyjq wttrx 

and more, all for a few precious moments in 
the ring when they need to perform and be 
fy ymjnw {jw~ gjxy3 Ny nx rzhm gjyyjw yt mf{j f 
relaxed dog who is able to cope with all of  
ymnx& Ns kfhy1 ny |tzqi gj zskfnw yt j}ujhy f itl 
with a poor temperament to cope with the 
stress.

Working Pointers, on the other hand, may 
jsot~ itnsl |mfy ymj~ |jwj gwji yt it gzy 
|mnqj ymjnw js{nwtsrjsy nx f rzhm rtwj sfyz-

ral one, they must not be gun-shy and must be 
mfuu~ yt ywf{jq ns ymj gfhp tk  f {jmnhqj |nym 
tymjw itlx tzy ts ymj if~úx mzsy |nym sj{jw f 
|wtsl |twi3 Xt1 |mnqj ymj js{nwtsrjsy rf~ 
inẍjw gjy|jjs ymj ujy1 ymj xmt| itl1 fsi ymj 
working dog, in all cases a basic good temper-
frjsy ns f Utnsyjw nx {nyfq fsi ltti gwjjijwx 
must aim to produce great temperaments as 
ymnx rfpjx ktw mfuu~ itlx fsi mfuu~ t|sjwx& 
—Ria Nelis, 2018

Uqjfxj {nxny ymj FUH |jgxnyj fy  
americanpointerclub.org for information on our 
wonderful breed. 

American Pointer Club

German Shorthaired Pointers
BODY LANGUAGE

Wmnqj tgxjw{nsl ymj zsxutpjs qfslzflj 
tk  itlx1 N htsynszj yt gj frf ji fy ymj 

xzgyqjy~ gjy|jjs ymj itlx fsi tgqn{ntzxsjxx tk  
their owners.

Ktw ymj rtxy ufwy1 ymtxj tk  zx |mt mf{j 
gjjs ns{tq{ji |nym ymj gwjjinsl tk  fsnrfqx 
understand there is a hierarchy within the 
pack, herd, or mob when it comes to expected 
gjmf{ntw kwtr ymj ~tzsl1 fitqjxhjsy 1fsi xj}-
ually immature. Dams and other adults will 
use age-appropriate correction when a pup or 
fitqjxhjsy j}mngnyx zsijxnwji gjmf{ntw3

Knowledgeable breeders understand the 

Pointer Ch. Cookieland Seasyde Hollyberry Holly
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unknown Colorado neighborhood we man-
flji yt f{tni y|t Rfqfrzyjx1 f Wmtijxnfs 
Ridgeback, and another large dog—all on 
loose leads. 

It was the owner of  a small mixed-breed 
itl ymfy xzwuwnxji rj3 N mfi tgxjw{ji fx ymj~ 
approached the hair on his dog’s back was 
raised from its withers to the base of  its tail. By 
ymj ynrj ymj~ |jwj hqtxjw1 N mfi rt{ji r~ lnwq 
yt ymj tuutxnyj xnij fsi xyjuuji tẍ ymj xnij-
walk so they could pass. He stopped and asked 
if  my dog was friendly. I replied, “Yes, but the 
hair raised along your dog’s back is a warn-
ing sign that it may not be friendly toward my 
dog,” and we continued on our way. 

N sj{jw hjfxj yt gj frf ji g~ fs t|sjwúx 
lack understanding their dog’s body language.

—Patte Titus,
chexsic@mac.com
German Shorthaired Pointer Club of  

America

Curly-Coated Retrievers 

Guest contributor Jenny Dickinson contin-
ues with her tracking ideas, which follow.

TRACKING FOR FUN

Curlies are so good at tracking that more of  
zx xmtzqi it ny& Ymj ufsijrnh ynrj ktzqji zu 
j{jw~gti~úx uqfsx ktw htrujynyn{j j{jsyx |nym 

our dogs. I want to share with you what I am 
currently doing for fun, with the understand-
ing that you may later decide to try for track-
nsl ynyqjx3 N |nqq sty mf{j ~tz it xtrjymnsl 
xqtuu~ ymfy ~tz rnlmy mf{j yt ă} qfyjw3

As in obedience, we want to break down each 
component of  the exercise into as simple a unit 
as possible. I learned tracking with Rottweiler 
people who used the German style, so I use a 
ywjrjsitzx frtzsy tk  ktti3 t̂z it sty mf{j 
yt1 gzy |m~ |tzqi ~tz styD Ns ymj j{jsy ymfy 
you decide you want to work toward titles, your 
itl rzxy hqjfwq~ nsinhfyj yt ymj ozilj ymfy mj 
mfx ktzsi fs fwynhqj1 xzhm fx f lqt{j3 t̂z |nqq 
gj 85 kjjy gjmnsi ~tzw itl fsi ymj oziljx |nqq 
be behind you, so the indication needs to be 
unmistakable. I like my dog to lie down at the 
article. I am not taking the cart before the horse 
here and shall explain why.

Kwtr ymj {jw~ gjlnssnsl1 N yjfhm uzu yt qnj 
down with the article between his front feet. I 
use an old leather glass case which I can run 
to and open up to disclose yummy meat or 
cheese. This keeps the dog in place. You might 
fqxt zxj f qjfymjw lqt{j |nym rjfy ts tw ns tw 
under it. The dog needs a clear terminus—a 
goal to be reached. So I teach pup to indicate 
kwtr ymj {jw~ gjlnssnsl3 N |fsy yt gj fgqj yt 
mf{j ymfy gj ymj jsi tk  every ywfhp1 j{js ymj 
beginner’s 20-foot track.

Ywfhpnsl nx sty f wfhj& \j |fsy ymj itl yt 

gj xqt| fsi rjymtinhfq xt mj itjx sty t{jw-
shoot a turn. Turns are introduced after the 
uzu hfs ktqqt| qtsl1 xywfnlmy qnsjx ns inẍjwjsy 
|nsi htsinyntsx |nym htsăijshj3 

In the beginning, I use lots of  food when 
I lay a track. I might open a can of  sardines 
when I begin. I drip the oil at the start pad, 
xhzẍ ny ns1 fsi ymjs htsynszj yt iwnu ns kwtsy 
of  each step, so that my footsteps, which the 
dog will ultimately track with no food, are 
imbued with something that has a compelling 
fsi jsynhnsl xrjqq3 Ymj xfwinsjx ymjrxjq{jx 
jsi zu ns f lqfxx hfxj tw lqt{j ymfy uzu inxht{-
ers at the end of  the track.

Qf~nsl ymj ăwxy ywfhp? Qjy uzu |fyhm ~tz 
from behind a fence or let a friend hold his 
leash as he watches you lay the track. Face into 
ymj |nsi3 Qjy mnr xjj ~tz uqfhj f Ąfl3 Wzg f 
piece of  hot dog on the bottoms of  your shoes 
fsi xyfru ~tzw kjjy1 rfpnsl f xhjsy2ufi ozxy 
yt ymj wnlmy tk  ymj Ąfl3 Qjy mnr xjj ~tz hfwj-
fully step with one foot right in front of  the 
other, dropping bits of  hotdog in your foot-
prints. Go 20 feet or so. Let the dog see you 
drop the article, put food on it and step on it, 
and then turn 90 degrees and run away. 

Xtrj ujtuqj qnpj yt ywnuqj2qf~ ymj ăwxy ywfhp1 
stepping back and forth up and down the line, 

Curly-Coated Retriever

mailto:chexsic%40mac.com?subject=
http://www.gspca.org
http://www.gspca.org
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In those days there were so few Clumbers in 
the U.S. that we Clumber people pretty much 
knew each other. Word of  the club’s founding 
soon went out by mail and phone, and within 
a few months the CSCA’s 1972 membership 
went from six to 45. By 1979 it had reached 
121, more than doubled in the 1980s to the 
1990s, and by 2009 counted no fewer than 559.  

Ymj rzhm2{fzsyji sj|xqjyyjw gjhfrj f 
reality only a month after the club’s found-
ing, with a simple, one-page mimeographed 
Clumber Bulletin, followed by six others the 
same year. Thanks to a succession of  hard-
|twpnsl jinytwx1 ny ăsfqq~ j{tq{ji nsyt ytif~úx 
uwtkjxxntsfq2vzfqny~ Clumber Chronicles.

Fkyjw ymj wjvznwji FPH2xfshyntsji rfyhmjx1 
ymj ăwxy utnsy xmt| |fx hjqjgwfyji Fzlzxy 
6=1 6><=1 ns Fss Fwgtw1 Rnhmnlfs3 Ymnx ăwxy 
national specialty was pretty informal, held 
in Mary Ann Cianciolo’s spacious backyard, 
with most of  us using sleeping bags. But with 
fs jsyw~ tk  891 stsj tk  zx mfi j{jw xjjs xt 
many Clumbers, so we talked most of  the 
snlmy& Ymnx |fx f kfw hw~ kwtr1 ktw j}fruqj1 
the 2008 national specialty 30 years later, in 
Xmf|sjj2ts2Ijqf|fwj1 Ujssx~q{fsnf1 |nym 
6>8 Hqzrgjwxöymj qfwljxy szrgjw j{jw 
assembled at one time in one place anywhere 
in the world.   

It is interesting to compare AKC Clumber 
registrations before and after the CSCA’s 

founding. Ten years earlier, in 1962, there was 
exactly one Clumber registered the entire year. 
The decade after the club’s founding there was 
fs f{jwflj tk  ;5 ujw ~jfw1 fsi rtwj ymfs itz-
bling to 126 in 1983. Thus in about 20 years, 
annual Clumber registrations had gone from 1 
to 126, and to 280 by 2008. 

Ns 6><; ymj Z3X3 mfi nyx ăwxy Hqzrgjw Gjxy ns 
Show, with Bonus (Ch. Neal’s Double Bonus) 
fy ymj [jsyzwf Itl Kfshnjwxú Fxxthnfynts1 t{jw 
an all-breed entry of  3,136, and a second BIS 
for Bonus in Roseburg, Oregon, less than two 
months later, with an entry of  1,576. After that, 
“BIS Clumber” was no longer an oxymoron. 
Newsworthy was only Eng./Am./Can. Ch. 
Wf~hwtky Xmjwnẍ1 ymj ăwxy Hqzrgjw yt lt GNX 
at the American Spaniel Club’s annual show. 
And of  course newsworthy for any breed was 
in 1996 Brady (Ch. Clussexx Country Sunrise), 
ymj ăwxy Hqzrgjw yt |ns Gjxy ns Xmt| fy 
Westminster—in a show for champions only—
with an entry of  2,571. 

Ktw ymj ăwxy ynrj ymj uzgqnh gjlfs yt fhyzfqq~ 
xjj Hqzrgjwx3 Ujtuqj xjqitr nk  j{jw kfqq ktw f 
gwjji ozxy kwtr umtytx3 Tzw gwjji mfx f gznqy2ns 
wfwny~? Ymj~ fwj inẎhzqy yt gwjji1 inẎhzqy yt 
|mjqu3 Gzy ny |fx ăsfqq~ gjhtrnsl pst|s3 

—Bryant Freeman, Ph.D.
bryantfreeman72@yahoo.com
Breed Historian, Founding/Life Member, 

Clumber Spaniel Club of  America

Cocker Spaniels
WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH …	

When the going gets tough, the tough call 
upon their sisu.

Ymjwj nx qnyyqj vzjxynts ymfy Hthpjw Xufsnjqx 
fwj f hmfqqjslnsl gwjji yt gwjji1 htsxjw{j1 
fsi nruwt{j3 Ymjwj fwj f szrgjw tk  utyjsynfq 
pitfalls for a breeding program, with chal-
qjsljx sty ozxy ns gwjjinsl Hthpjwx yt rjjy 
ymj xyfsifwi1 gzy ns f{tninsl ljsjynh uwtgqjrx 
ns ymj qtsl yjwr3 Sty ltnsl yt mjwj uwt{nij 
f htruwjmjsxn{j qnxy tk  ljsjynh uwtgqjrx tw 
faults, but it is daunting.

Ymj xjwntzx gwjjijw ns{jxyx ymjnw ynrj1 jẍtwy1 
wjxtzwhjx1 fsi nsijji ymjrxjq{jx ns ymnx mtgg~ 
fsi ymj gwjji ymj~ qt{j3 Ymj fhyn{ny~ hfs gj 
the “best,” and it can be the “worst.” The 
“best” can manifest itself  when the breeder 
succeeds in producing an outstanding indi-
{nizfq ymfy uwt{jx yt gj f |nssjw ns ymj xmt| 
wnsl tw ujwktwrfshj j{jsyx1 fsi4tw gjhtrjx f 
promising producer of  the next generation. 

It can be the “worst” when suddenly an indi-
{nizfq rfsnkjxyx f xjwntzx ljsjynh uwtgqjr1 
possibly putting the whole program at a road-
gqthp3 T{jw ymj ~jfwx1 ymj Hthpjw Xufsnjq1 fy 
{fwntzx ynrjx1 mfx kfhji yjrujwfrjsy uwtg-
lems, hip and patella problems, disc problems, 
fsi j~j uwtgqjrx xzhm fx oz{jsnqj hfyfwfhyx1 
and the list goes on. 

If  the “worst” happens to you in your other-

wise successful program, this is when you need 
to summon sisu—a term for what the Finnish 
people consider to be spirit and energy and 
inner strength; the ability to sustain courage, 
ijyjwrnsfynts1 fsi ujwxj{jwfshj ns ymj kfhj 
tk  fi{jwxny~ rtwj ijrfsinsl ymfs zxzfq@ ymj 
inner strength to act rationally in the face of  
fi{jwxny~3 Ns xzrrfynts1 ÷lzyx3ø Ymnx nx |mfy 
you will need to continue long-term when 
confronted by such a shocking and disappoint-
ing blow to your breeding program.

Note that I said, “acting rationally.” Don’t 
gqfrj tymjwx3 Itsúy vzny1 itsúy ufsnh1 itsúy 
ozru yt htshqzxntsx3 N pst| ny hfs gj f xmthp 
when things are going along so well and so 
successfully and then a serious problem surfaces. 
Rationality should dictate that if  something hap-
ujsxöqjyúx xf~1 ktw j}fruqj1 ymfy fs nsin{nizfqúx 
hips do not pass OFA, or an eye exam shows cat-
aracts—you do not blame others or accuse the 
rtxy kfrtzx itl ns ymj fẍjhyji nsin{nizfqúx uji-
nlwjj3 Wfyntsfqny~ xf~x? Knwxy1 ăsi tzy fx rzhm 
as you can about the problem and the mode 
of  inheritance, if  any. There is no substitute 
for thoroughly informing yourself  with correct 
information. Secondly, in the course of  doing 
this, you may want to reach out to experts in 
ymj ăjqi1 yt {jyjwnsfw~ xhmttqx fsi yjfhmnsl 
hospitals and their connections to experts and 
research studies, check to see what informa-
ynts ymj ufwjsy hqzg mfx ts ymj xzgojhy3 Fxxjxx 

mailto:bryantfreeman72%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.clumbers.org
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gwjji fwj ij{jqtuji htsxhntzxq~1 t{jw f ujwnti 
tk  ynrj1 fsi {fw~ ns ymjnw nrutwyfshj3 Ns xtrj 
cases they are for functional reasons, in others 
for aesthetic reasons. In the show ring they 
gjhtrj nrutwyfsy ktw y~uj j{fqzfynts1 fsi ns 
ymj ăjqi ymj~ fwj nrutwyfsy gjhfzxj tk  xuj-
hnfqn ji kzshyntsx3 `îb

“The American and English Cockers are 
probably the most closely related of  all span-
iel breeds. English Cockers imported into 

this country founded what was to become 
ymj Frjwnhfs Hthpjw@ fsi hts{jwxjq~1 xj{jwfq 
Cockers bred in this country were imported 
to England for important breed contributions. 
`îb Fqrtxy fx hqtxj yt zx xyfsix ymj Jslqnxm 
Springer Spaniel, admittedly used in perfect-
ing the English Cocker in his home country, 
and bearing undeniable similarity to many of  
tzw ufwyn2htqtwx1 j{js ytif~3 `îb

“Show news is brisk this month. Ancram’s 

English cockerSimon, owned by Joyce Scott-
Uf~sj fsi mfsiqji g~ Yji t̂zsl1 ăsnxmji 
his championship with BW at our Specialty at 
Rtsrtzym1 mnx ktzwym rfotw3 Ymj Kjwlzxtsxú 
imported Reklawholm Swingtime, who 
|fx W\G fy ymj Xujhnfqy~1 ăsnxmji mjw ynyqj 
ymj ktqqt|nsl if~ fy Uqfnsăjqi3 Fstymjw 
import, Ethelwyn Harrison’s black Astrawin 
Fsiwthqjx1 mfx fqxt ăsnxmji ynyqj3 î Zu 
in the Northwest, Beth McKinney’s Soho 
Speculation, C.D., is now both an American 
fsi Hfsfinfs hmfrunts1 ăsnxmnsl ymj qfyyjw 
ynyqj ns ktzw xywfnlmy xmt|x1 nshqzinsl f GG t{jw 
champions. Two weeks later her eight-month 
daughter, Pagan Hill Flower Child, took her 
ăwxy Hfsfinfs rfotw fy Qntsx Lfyj P3H3 ns 
[fshtz{jw1 |nym f GG t{jw ymwjj hmfruntsx 
fsi ts yt Knwxy ns Xutwynsl Lwtzu& F |jjp 
qfyjw Kqt|jw Hmnqi yttp mjw ăwxy Frjwnhfs 
rfotw fy Ry3 Gfpjw1 |nym fstymjw GG î -qttpx 
qnpj ymtxj mnuunjx fwj yfpnsl t{jw j{jw~|mjwj&.3 
Mrs. McKinney, a newcomer to our breed, 
trims and shows her own dogs, and I think 
ijxjw{jx xujhnfq hwjiny3 Ymfy {jw~ fhyn{j Mjfwy 
of  Michigan ECS Club held a Plan B match 
on June 8, with an entry of  22. Best Adult in 
Match was Jean Glassen’s Maple Lawn Soho 
X~sinhfyj îø 

—Mrs. Harry Clark (September 1968)

National Specialty in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania C, 

May 13–20
The 2022 ECSCA National Specialty 

will take place May 13–20 at the All Star 
Xutwyx fsi J{jsy Htruqj} ns Ljyy~xgzwl1 
Ujssx~q{fsnf3 Ymj xmt| xnyj nx fiofhjsy yt 
the host hotel, the Eisenhower Hotel and 
Conference Center, (717) 334-8121 (mention 
you are with the English Cockers). For more 
nsktwrfynts fsi ymj xhmjizqj tk  j{jsyx1 {nxny 
the 2022 ECSCA National Specialty webpage  
or the ECSCA Facebook page.

English Cocker Spaniel Club of  America 

English Springer Spaniels
OLD DOGS: THEY DO GET CREAKY

Gwf~ j~jgwt|x1 tw f gny tk  xnq{jw mfnw xyfwy-
ing to separate the edge where dark coat 

rjjyx |mnyj ts ymj rz  qj1 tkyjs yfpj zx g~ 
xzwuwnxj3 \j sj{jw |fsy yt ymnsp fgtzy ymj itlx 
|j qt{j mf{nsl xzhm f xmtwy qnkjxufs htrufwji 
to ours. We hear a knee creak. Reluctantly, we 
wjfqn j ymfy ymj itl |mt |fx |nqi fsi qjfunsl 
qfxy ~jfw nx jfxnsl it|s tsyt ymj Ąttw xqt|q~1 
making an almost inaudible sigh. 

Veterinarians, dog-product researchers, 
and the pet-owning public search for ways to 
make geriatric changes progress more slowly. 
Sit down with any longtime dog owner and 
you can discuss nutrition, supplements, beds, 
ramps, and geriatric medical and supplemen-

Left: Westbury Kennel Association, 1969: Judge 
William Kendrick awards Group I to English Cocker 
Ch. Ancram’s Simon, bred and owned by Mrs. Joyce 
Scott-Paine of Ancramdale, New York, and handled 
by Ted Young Jr. Above: Ancram’s Simon going BW in 
May 1968 (“Recent Wins,” September 1968 GAZETTE)

https://englishcocker.org/2022-ecsca-national-specialty/
https://www.facebook.com/The-English-Cocker-Spaniel-Club-of-America-Inc-262742517129463
https://englishcocker.org/
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tal care for hours. When you meet a dog who 
has passed 15 years, don’t you want to ask 
ymjnw t|sjw f rnqqnts vzjxyntsx fgtzy mt| 
they take care of  their dog?

Judy Manley (Vistah English Springer 
Xufsnjqx. mfx y|t itlx t{jw 6: ~jfwx tqi |mt 
fwj qn{nsl fhyn{j qn{jx3 Rfsqj~ mfx gwji mjfqym~1 
beautiful Springer champions for decades. She 
has educated breeders, puppy buyers, and res-
cue owners to test their dogs for health needs, 
kjji ymjnw itlx ymj {jw~ gjxy kttix fsi yt 
understand that age is functional, not strictly 
chronological in progression. Optimal health 
is not limited by a dog’s age in years. Manley 
is also a registered pharmacist, making her an 
excellent source for sharing experience using 
{fwntzx xzuuqjrjsyx ymfy mf{j pjuy mjw flnsl 
itlx rt{nsl fsi htrktwyfgqj3

“Around age 11,” Manley sees most dogs begin 
to show signs they are slowing down and are 
ready for extra care and comfort. “Immediately,” 
is how soon she begins special care.

Lifestyle changes go far to make our aging 
itlx rtwj htrktwyfgqj1 uwjxjw{j rtgnqny~ 
fsi uwj{jsy nsozwnjx3 Rfsqj~ j}uqfnsji1øNy nx 
nrutwyfsy ktw itlx yt mf{j ltti1 sts2xqnu ktty-
nsl3 N ăsi N mf{j yt xmf{j ymj mfnw tzy tk  ymj 
gtyytrx tk  ymjnw kjjy fy qjfxy j{jw~ y|t |jjpx 
yt uwj{jsy ymjr kwtr xqnuunsl3ø 

Xmj jsxzwjx ymfy fqq mjw itlx mf{j xzuutwy-
n{j1 htrktwyfgqj gjix1 xf~nsl1 ÷R~ tqi gtsjx 

like better beds for my aching legs. It is the 
same for our old guys. Without proper cush-
ioning they can do more damage to their 
otnsyx3 N rfpj xzwj ymj~ xqjju ns f |fwr xuty@ 
especially in the cold months.” She explains 
that supplemental supports such as acupunc-
ture, massage, physical manipulation and 
stretching, treadmill in water, and so on may 
bring comfort, “especially to a dog with an 
nsozw~ ymfy hfs gjsjăy kwtr ymjxj ywjfyrjsyx 
yt nruwt{j ymjnw htsinynts3ø 

÷N ăwrq~ gjqnj{j ns qtyx tk  j}jwhnxj1ø Rfsqj~ 
xf~x3 Xmj wjhtrrjsix yt j{jw~tsj |mt tgyfnsx 
a puppy from her kennel that they keep up 
lifelong, daily exercise. She shared that she has 
wjhjsyq~ j}ujwnjshji f uwtgqjr hts{nshnsl fs 
t|sjw ymfy f itl sjjix kwjvzjsy j}jwhnxj yt 
gznqi f gti~ ymfy |nqq gj xtzsi fsi rt{j |jqq 
the length of  the dog’s life. 

Mjw htshjws |fx tg{ntzx fx xmj xmfwji1 ÷N 
am experiencing a problem watching a young 
itl sty ljy yt rt{j fsi uqf~ jstzlm3 N xtqi f 
littermate to my dogs to someone nearby, and 
ny nx mfwi yt |fyhm ymfy ymnx itl sj{jw ljyx yt 
run for exercise in his yard. His only exercise 
each day is to go out the front door, on leash, 
and straight back into the house. He has had 
no experience with stairs or running for exer-
hnxj3 Mnx rzxhqjx mf{j fywtumnji3 Mj hfssty 
rt{j tw ljy fwtzsi mfqk  fx |jqq fx ymj qnyyjw 
gwtymjw N mf{j |mt wzsx1 ozrux1 fsi uqf~x3 ÷

Manley encourages “lots of  walks, ball chas-
ing, hunting, agility, obedience, conformation, 
fsi rtwj3 Fstymjw nrutwyfsy kfhytw ktw otnsy 
care is weight maintenance. I see so many 
t{jw|jnlmy itlx fsi ymnsp yt r~xjqk  ymfy ymj 
t|sjwx fwj xmtwyjsnsl ymj qn{jx tk  ymjnw itlx 
and causing them more discomfort.” Any 
xutwy tw fhyn{ny~ ymfy j}jwhnxjx ymj itlúx gti~ 
fsi rnsi |nqq mjqu yt xfkjlzfwi otnsyx fsi 
fhyn{ny~ qj{jqx ns ~jfwx fmjfi3 Gtym tk  mjw ljwn-
atric dogs are AKC champions, and they were 

obedience trained. 
Manley’s dogs eat Purina Pro Plan dog food, 

xtfpji yt xtkyjs1 fsi Gnq2Ofh kwt js ktti3 Ymj 
supplements they take are salmon oil, Phyto-
Flex from Natures Farmacy, and Antinol by 
[jy ujy 3ø

Adamant that dogs’ hips and elbows are 
TKF yjxyji1 gtym tk  mjw tqijw itlx mf{j 
÷lttiø wfynslx3 Xmj mfx fqq mjw itlx j{fqz-
fyji g~ TKF -tẍf3twl. ns fs jẍtwy yt nruwt{j 
the structure and health of  dogs she breeds. 
Mjfqym hmjhpx fsi j{fqzfyntsx uwt{nij 
powerful knowledge to create stronger, lon-
ljw2qn{ji itlx3 \nym tg{ntzx mjfwykjqy hts-
{nhynts ktw gwjjinsl gjyyjw itlx1 xmj xf~x1 ÷N 
ăwrq~ gjqnj{j ny fqq htrjx it|s yt ljsjynhx3 F 
mjfqym~ ujinlwjj tk  itlx |nqq htsynszj yt ln{j 
you healthy dogs.”

öXfwfm F3 Kjwwjqq1 Qthzxy Lwt{j1 [nwlnsnf
facebook.com/Valentine-Vishnu-

Ferrell-1053487794678146/
English Springer Spaniel Field Trial 

Association

Field Spaniels
BEYOND POINTS AND TITLES

I mf{j gjjs ktsi tk  xf~nsl ÷f itl nx sty f 
wtgty3ø Tzw qt{jq~ itlx fwj ywfnsnsl htr-

panions and our obsession in the fancy, to 
be sure, but they are oh, so much more: Best 

English Springer Spaniel Ch. Lilac Wonder, May 
1930

http://facebook.com/Valentine-Vishnu-Ferrell-1053487794678146/
http://facebook.com/Valentine-Vishnu-Ferrell-1053487794678146/
http://www.essfta.org
http://www.essfta.org
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kwnjsix1 htsăifsyjx1 kzww~ wttrrfyjx1 jrt-
yntsfq xzuutwy1 kfrnq~& Mjfwy fsi xtzq1 qt{j1 
uwnij1 fsi ot~3 Ymj~ fwj tzw {jw~ wjfxts ktw 
qn{nsl fy ynrjx1 fsi |mfy pjjux zx ltnsl1 |mfy 
ljyx zx tzy tk  gji fsi rt{nsl1 kfhnsl fstymjw 
if~ ymwtzlmtzy ymj wtqqjwhtfxyjw tk  qnkj3 N mf{j 
xfni ymfy j{js nk  |j sj{jw xjy uf| ns f wnsl 
again, my dogs would still be my dogs, with 
j{jw~ gwjfym zsynq ymj {jw~ jsi tk  ynrj3 Ymj~ 
t|s ymjnw |twym fx {fqzji1 hmjwnxmji1 ywfnsji 
companions who are my heart and family.

As a serious student of  dog sports and the 
conformation fancy, you and I undertake the 
{jw~ mzrfs fxujhy tk  htrujynynts ymfy yfpjx 
ts ozilrjsy1 |nssnsl fsi qtxnsl1 fsi rjfxzw-
ing up.

Xtrj tk  ymfy nx htrujynyn{j@ uqfhjrjsyx1 
wfspnslx1 mf{nsl yt it gjyyjw ymfs fstymjw3 
Other times it is the competition with your-
xjqk1 wjfhmnsl ktw ~tzw ujwxtsfq gjxy1 nruwt{-
nsl ~tzw xhtwj fsi tgyfnsnsl f vzfqnăhfynts3 
Either way it is important to see the human 
jlt ns{tq{ji3

St itl j{jw ăqqji tzy fs jsyw~ ktwr tw 
asked to do these trials and shows and tests. 
\j mf{j yt gjfw ns rnsi ymj uwthjxx fsi ymj 
product, the entire picture.

Wjrjrgjw ymj otzwsj~ fx |jqq fx ymj  
destination.

Fx fs j}mngnytw1 ny nx fq|f~x r~ uwjwtlfyn{j 
to pull my entry. If  I feel conditions are unsafe 

or it is not in the best interest of  my dog, I 
would much rather eat the entry fee, swallow 
uwnij1 it |mfyj{jw ny yfpjx ktw ymj ltti tk  ymj 
animal entry. My dog’s safety and health come 
ăwxy3

No ribbon, title, or trophy is worth enough 
ns r~ gttp yt ozxynk~ ymj xfhwnăhj tk  f itlúx 
well-being.

Kfw ytt rfs~ ynrjx |j mf{j xjjs ujtuqj 
|mt xjjr xjqk2xjw{nsl1 fsi lwjji~1 uzxmnsl 
limitations and beyond the good of  an animal. 
I personally prefer a more European approach 

to the slow growth and careful training that 
yields graceful maturation and soundness both 
physically and mentally, not to mention lon-
lj{ny~ fsi f qnkjynrj tk  {fqzji htrufsntsxmnu 
barring any complications.

Nx ny fqq fgtzy ymj rnlmy~ rfotwD Ljyynsl 
those points, those double QQs, those class 
uqfhjrjsyx tw xhtwjx tw ht{jyji |nsx ymfy |j 
work hard for?

At the end of  the day, no. These things are 
mere benchmarks we humans use to measure 
tzw xzhhjxx3 Ymnx uwt{jx zxjkzq yt ymj gwjjinsl 

program, the human ego, and the assessment 
of  our practices in training. In the great scheme 
of  things that is their most useful purpose.

Putting the time, energy, and money into 
tzw hfsnsj ns{jxyrjsyx nx mnlmq~ |twym|mnqj 
as a hobby and pastime. We can all agree that 
ymjxj jsijf{twx gwnsl zx rzhm ot~ fsi hfrf-
wfijwnj1 pjjunsl zx ufxxntsfyj fsi fhyn{j fx |j 
pursue our dreams.

Mf{nsl ymj wjqfyntsxmnu |j fsi tzw htrrz-
nity desire with this species is paramount to 
our success as a society, with the small world 
of  the fancy and dog sports a mere microcosm 
tk  ymj |twqi ns |mnhm |j qn{j3

It is my hope that we see and consider not 
only the numbers and letters surrounding 
ymjxj frf nsl fsnrfqx gzy {fqzj ymjnw t{jwfqq 
health and spirit as well. They are truly a gift 
gj~tsi fs~ rjfxzwj1 fsi ymfy nx ijăsnyjq~ 
more than enough.

—Shannon Rodgers,
shannontrodgers@gmail.com
Field Spaniel Society of  America

Irish Water Spaniels
RINGLETS, MOHAIR, AND THE ELEMENTS

One of  the distinguishing characteristics 
tk  ymj Nwnxm \fyjw Xufsnjq nx nyx zsnvzj 

coat. Solid in color and naturally patterned in 
f rfssjw ymfy qjf{jx ymj kfhj1 ymwtfy1 kwtsyx tk  

Field Spaniel

mailto:hannontrodgers%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.fieldspaniels.org


http://www.iwsca.org


mailto:ZIYADAHreg%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.sussexspaniels.org


mailto:wendy.jordan%40capstrategiesgroup.com?subject=
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Welsh Springer Spaniel Club of  America 
Vizslas
TESTING FOR A TROUBLESOME GENE: THE 

LONGHAIR GENE IN VIZSLAS

As a breeder, you spend hours studying 
pedigrees, temperament, structure, and 

mjfqym3 t̂z xhwzynsn j UjssMNU yjxynsl fsi 
OFA radiographs of  hips and elbows; you 
utwj t{jw hfwinfh yjxyx1 ym~wtni qj{jqx1 fsi j~j 
exams, weighing the good and bad, hoping 
yt nruwt{j ymj sj}y ljsjwfynts3 Ijxunyj tzw 
jẍtwyx1 xtrjymnsl mfx jxhfuji tzw kthzx1 f 
silent issue lying in wait, hidden from the 
{nj| tk  tzw rtxy2j}ujwnjshji gwjjijwxönyúx 
the longhair gene. We saw it pop up in the 
6>=5x gzy mf{jsúy mjfwi rzhm hmfyyjw xnshj3 

Y|t htfy y~ujx fwj wjhtlsn ji ns [n xqfx? 
ymj Xmtwymfnwji [n xqf -xnruq~ hfqqji 
÷[n xqfø.1 fsi ymj \nwjmfnwji [n xqf3 Gtym 
fwj nsijujsijsy gwjjix wjhtlsn ji g~ ymj 
AKC and around the world. A longhaired 
[n xqf hfs yzws zu ns jnymjw gwjji gzy nxsúy 
wjhtlsn ji g~ fs~ twlfsn fynts3 

The FGF5 gene is responsible for whether 
a dog has long hair or short hair. Long hair 
nx f wjhjxxn{j ywfny3 Ns tymjw |twix1 f uzuu~ 
rzxy nsmjwny y|t wjhjxxn{j fqqjqjx -{jwxntsx 
tk  ymj ljsj.1 tsj kwtr jfhm ufwjsy1 yt mf{j 
long hair (LH/LH). If  a puppy inherits one 
allele for long hair and one for short hair, 
ymj uzuu~ |nqq mf{j xmtwy mfnw kwtr ymj tsj Vizsla puppies, shorthair and longhair. A recessive trait, long hair is not recognized in the breed by any registry.

https://www.wssca.com/


https://vcaweb.org/welfare/welfare.shtml
https://vcaweb.org/welfare/welfare.shtml
https://vgl.ucdavis.edu/test/coat-length-dog
https://vetgen.com/canine-coat-length.html
https://www.animalgenetics.us/canine/canine-color/length.asp
https://dnacenter.com/products/veterinary/canine-dna-testing/breeds/vizsla-dna-tests/
mailto:jamie%40professionaldesign.org?subject=
http://www.vcaweb.org
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Alaskan Malamutes
THE PASSION THAT DRIVES US

Last October, when I returned from the 
AMCA national specialty, I began to 

come to terms with some of  life’s most critical 
issues. First among these was the shock we all 
felt at the sudden and unexpected passing of  
our club’s esteemed Life Member and AKC 
Delegate, Patricia Peel, during the national. It 
|fx ymj rtxy ywflnh j{jsy |j j{jw j}ujwnjshji 
izwnsl sfyntsfq |jjp1 fsi N |nqq ktwj{jw ijjuq~ 
respect the group of  Patty’s closest friends who 
hfwji ktw Ufyy~úx mzxgfsi1 Yj}1 fsi rtgnqn ji 
fy f rtrjsyúx stynhj yt mfsiqj j{jw~ymnsl ymfy 
needed to be done. 

Ns ymj fkyjwrfym1 fx N wjĄjhyji ts ymj xzi-
ijssjxx ymfy qnkj j{jsyx tkyjs yfpj1 N yttp f 
mfwi qttp fy r~ t|s qtsl2sjlqjhyji ăysjxx1 
hfzlmy zu ts r~ rjinhfq {nxnyx1 xnlsji zu 
for classes and workout sessions at my local 
^RHF |nym fs frf nsl ujwxtsfq ywfnsjw1 
transformed my diet, and set weight-loss goals, 
which I am steadily reaching. I am determined 
yt fhmnj{j r~ zqynrfyj ltfq? yt gj ăy jstzlm 
to show in the breed ring again.

Yj} fsi Ufyy~úx ij{tynts yt ymjnw t|s Xst 
Klassic dogs and to their peers, co-owners, 
fsi kwnjsix ns ymj gwjji sj{jw |f{jwji3 Ymj~ 
|jwj f un{tyfq uwjxjshj ns ymj ufwjsy hqzg 
fsi fy {nwyzfqq~ j{jw~ sfyntsfq ktw t{jw 85 
~jfwxöozxy fx |jwj r~ t|s hqtxj kwnjsix Otj 

fsi Xfsi~ Unxytqjxn -Gfyyqjăjqi.1 |mtr |j fqxt 
qtxy ozxy f kj| ~jfwx jfwqnjw3 Fqq mfi tsj ymnsl 
ns htrrts? Ymjnw qn{jx wj{tq{ji fwtzsi ymjnw 
dogs, their parent club, regional, and all breed 
clubs, and the breed at large. Despite health 
nxxzjx fsi fi{fshnsl ~jfwx1 ymjnw htrrnyrjsy 
sj{jw |f{jwji3

The demonstration of  commitment is an 
j}nxyjsynfq fsi htruqj} vzfsyny~3 Fx |j j}fr-

nsj tzwxjq{jx1 htrufwnsl tzw uwjxjshj ns itlx 
|nym ymfy tk  tzw |twpnsl fsi kfrnq~ qn{jx1 |j 
vznhpq~ wjhtlsn j ymfy fqq tk  ymjxj fwj ns f 
ijqnhfyj gfqfshj3 Fsi ~jy1 ns ymj rfotwny~ tk  
tzw FRHF kfrnqnjx1 ymj ot~x fsi hmfqqjsljx 
tk  wfnxnsl hmnqiwjs gqjsi |nym ymj jvzfq ot~x 
and challenges of  breeding and showing the 
dogs—plus the blessed and rewarding sight of  
children learning to care for and compete with 

the dogs they helped bring into the world. The 
uwtrnxj nx pjuy@ ymj uwntwnynjx fwj ozllqji1 fsi 
xtrjmt| j{jw~ymnsl ljyx itsj&

Ns htsywfxy1 t{jw ymj ~jfwx1 |j fqq pst| ymtxj 
|mt mf{j xqnuuji f|f~ kwtr hqzg rjrgjw-
xmnu1 kwtr xmt|nsl1 fsi j{js kwtr ymj gwjji1 
fkyjw ymjnw t|s itlx mf{j ufxxji3 Hjwyfnsq~1 
t{jw|mjqrnsl mjfqym nxxzjx fsi tymjw ywflj-
injx hfs ktwhj tsj yt ln{j zu j{jw~ymnsl gzy 
xzw{n{fq3 Gzy |mfy N mf{j ujwxtsfqq~ sj{jw 
understood is why an otherwise healthy per-
xts1 ăsfshnfqq~ htrktwyfgqj1 fsi tkyjs fy 
wjynwjrjsy1 htruqjyjq~ ln{jx zu itlx fsi itl 
fhyn{nynjx1 fsi yzwsx f uflj tk  qnkj ymfy wjxjr-
bles nothing so much as a complete midlife 
hwnxnx3 Fsi j{jw~ymnsl hmfsljx&

Xj{jwfq kwnjsix mf{j ijufwyji ymzx1 nsyt 
55-plus planned communities in warmer 
hqnrjx1 |mjwj xzujwăhnfqq~ nrrfhzqfyj1 hzw{-
nsl xywjjyx gtfxy {nwyzfqq~ nijsynhfq mtrjx 
whose color schemes are dictated by a central 
uqfssnsl gtfwiöj{js it|s yt ymj htqtw tk  
their front doors. And that’s only the start of  
the strictures of  these communities: no fenced 
~fwix1 st {jljyfgqj lfwijsx tzy gfhp1 kwtsy 
~fwix ij{tni tk  xutsyfsjtzxq~ hwjfyn{j fsi fy 
ynrjx zsyni~ uqfsynslx@ sty j{js f vznwp~ lfw-
den gnome dare show its face. And pets? Only 
by explicit permission, and often limited by 
xn j fsi |jnlmy3

But of  course, there are glamorous  

Alaskan Malamutes  
Am./Can. Ch. Storm 

Kloud’s Reflection, 
CD, WWPD, and 

Am/Can Ch. Storm 
Kloud’s Count On Me, 

CD, WWPD, 1979  
(Petrulis photo)



mailto:benchmark1946%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.alaskanmalamute.org


http://www.asdca.org
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xhwzynsn ji nx mfwijw ymfs ny xtzsix3 ĵy ~tzw 
itl rf~ sty wjhtlsn j |mt nx fy ymj jsi tk  
the leash if  you walk like Frankenstein. 

Rt{j |nym mjfi zu1 xmtzqijwx wjqf}ji1 xyju-
unsl htsăijsyq~3 Xyfwy fqq yzwsx ts ymj wnlmy 
ktty3 Mf{nsl yzwsx fsi xytux htsxnxyjsy fsi 
less abrupt helps the dog follow. Halt using 
two or three steps, and do the about-turn in 
ymwjj xyjux3 Ymjxj fwj rtytw2xpnqq yjhmsnvzjx 
that are less military and more easily followed 
by your dog. Also, keep your leash neatly 
qttuji nsyt f gzsiqj ymfy itjxsúy Ąfu ns ymj 
dog’s face.

Tsj tk  ymj rtxy tg{ntzx nxxzjx |jwj mfs-
dlers being preoccupied in the ring while the 
ozilj nx |fyhmnsl fsi xhtwnsl3 Mf{nsl xujhyf-
tors watching challenged handlers to keep the 
connection with their dog. Keeping your eyes 
ts ~tzw itl rfpjx ny jfxnjw ktw ymjr yt ln{j 
you their full attention. Although it is polite to 
look at whom you are speaking, while in the 
wnsl itsúy qttp fy ymj ozilj3 Nk  ymj ozilj fxpx 
f vzjxynts1 wjxutsi |mnqj xynqq xyf~nsl fyyjsyn{j 
to the dog. A goal is 100-percent attention on 
the dog. A good practice is to focus in front 
of  your dog about two to three feet, where 
the dog’s next step will be. Try it—it is harder 
ymfs ~tz ymnsp& 

Xtrj yjfrx fhmnj{ji ymj htssjhyntsx3 
There was a delightful Bernese Mountain 
Itl yjfr3 Ymj GRI |fx f {jw~ ufynjsy rfqj 

who intently watched his sweet old handler. 
Ytljymjw ymj~ rt{ji xqt|q~ fwtzsi ymj wnsl3 
He methodically followed all commands. 
Mnx gzxm~ yfnq sj{jw xytuuji |fllnsl fx mj 
jxhtwyji mnx thytljsfwnfs mfsiqjw3 Ymj~ tg{n-
ously were accustomed to working together. 

One scenario broke my heart. The dog did 
not perform up to the handler’s expectations. 
They left the ring frustrated and disconnected. 
The handler’s friends gathered around to con-
sole her. The dog was ignored, sitting beside 
her. The dog stayed in a sit as commanded 
gzy ywnji j{jw~ utxxngqj qjfsnsl utxnynts yt ljy 
his human’s attention. The dog wanted reas-
surance and support. He needed his human 
yt wjhtssjhy |nym mnr3 J{jw~ ufwy tk  mnx gti~ 
language said, “Touch me, reassure me.” 
Unfortunately as the team walked away, the 
qfi~ |fx xynqq kwzxywfyji1 fsi ymj itl ijojhyji 
and disconnected. 

It was more than imagination that inter-
preted the dog’s posture and attitude. A 
study was published (Front. Psychol., 16 
December 2020 https://doi.org/10.3389/
fpsyg.2020.584037) saying, “They [dogs] are 
highly competent in learning about directly 
tgxjw{fgqj gzy fqxt vznyj xzgyqj gjmf{ntwfq1 
ljxyzwfq1 {thfq1 fsi fyyjsyntsfq hzjx1 |mnhm nx 
tk  mnlm fifuyn{j {fqzj ktw qnkj ns ymj mzrfs 
js{nwtsrjsy3 Ns fiinynts yt ymjnw gjmf{-
ior-reading competences they also seem to be 

xjsxnyn{j yt xtrj rjsyfq xyfyjx ns mzrfsx3ø N 
|tsijw |mfy ymnx wjfi ns mnx mfsiqjwúx gjmf{-
ior, and if  he will be eager to go in the ring 
next time. 

The day made me think of  how the adage 
“If  you can’t be a good example, then you can 
be a warning” rings true. 

Ktw ymj qt{j tk  f Gjwsjw1 gj f ltti j}fruqj 
of  connectedness.

öRfwotwnj Ljnljw1 
marggeiger@yahoo.com
Bernese Mountain Dog Club of  America  

Black Russian Terriers

Our guest columnist for this issue is Jill 
Chase, Juniors Coordinator for the Black 

Russian Terrier Club of  America.

PROVIDING EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES FOR 

JUNIORS

“Mom, I think I would like to try showing 
itlx fx r~ 92M uwtojhyø |fx ymj xyfyjrjsy 
ymfy xyfwyji tzw kfrnq~úx itl otzwsj~3 Fqymtzlm 
N mfi j}yjsxn{j j}ujwnjshj xmt|nsl mtwxjx1 
I had no knowledge of  the dog show world. 
The extent of  our family’s knowledge began 
and ended with watching the Westminster 
Pjssjq Hqzg itl xmt| ts ymj yjqj{nxnts3 R~ 
mzxgfsi lwj| zu ns 92M fsi gjqnj{jx ymj uwt-
lwfr yjfhmjx pnix {fqzfgqj qjxxtsx3 N lwj| zu 

xmt|nsl mtwxjx fsi xujsinsl j{jw~ |fpnsl 
hour at the barn. We both agreed we wanted 
these types of  experiences for our girls. Both 
our girls started showing dogs in the 4-H pro-
gram, until they were encouraged to try com-
ujynsl fy FPH j{jsyx3 

I share this backstory because 4-H was a 
lwjfy xyfwynsl utnsy ktw r~ ozsntwx3 N wjfqq~ 
appreciated many aspects of  the program—
the main being that competition wasn’t the 
sole focus of  being a 4-H member. Education, 
xutwyxrfsxmnu1 fsi fhyn{j rjrgjwxmnu |jwj 
jrumfxn ji3 Ymj lnwqx |jwj ln{js tuutwyzsn-
ties to gain knowledge of  dog anatomy, phys-
iology, nutrition, health and wellness, breeds, 
grooming, and so on. These experiences pro-
{niji ymjr |nym nsxnlmy nsyt ymj nsizxyw~ fsi 
contact with experienced, professional dog 
people. These contacts are what encourage my 
lnwqx yt gjhtrj fhyn{j ns FPH fsi uwt{niji 
them with the opportunities to meet mentors 
and build lifelong relationships. 

Yjs ~jfwx qfyjw1 tzw kfrnq~ nx {jw~ rzhm 
ns{tq{ji ns itlx fsi FPH2xutsxtwji hqzgx 
fsi j{jsyx3 Hzwwjsyq~1 N fr ymj sj|q~ ijx-
ignated Juniors Coordinator for the Black 
Russian Terrier Club of  America, in addition 
to being Recording Secretary and Juniors 
Coordinator for the Colorado Springs Kennel 
Club, and Recoding Secretary for the Rocky 
Mountain Russian Toy Club, a newly forming 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.584037
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.584037
mailto:marggeiger%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.bmdca.org
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gz~jwúx wjxujhyn{j wjxutsxngnqnynjx ktw ymj 
uzuu~3 Gwjjijw xyfyjx ymfy uzuunjx fwj f{fnq-
able at less than 8 weeks old.

Common scams. The current pandemic has 
unfortunately increased possibilities for scams, 
|nym hzwyfnqnsl tk  ns2ujwxts {nxnyx |nym gwjji-
ers and puppies. Following are some of  the 
rtwj htrrts xhfrx ymfy mf{j gjjs styji fx 
issues in a number of  breeds: 

• Bait and switch: Breeder asks for a non-re-
kzsifgqj ijutxny ts f xujhnăh uzuu~ gzy xjsix 
an inferior substitute, often without registra-
tion papers—or from a registry that is not 
wjhtlsn ji g~ ymj FGH fsi FPH3 F {fwnfynts 
is: The breeder sells a puppy with an allegedly 
÷nruwjxxn{j ujinlwjj1ø gzy wjlnxywfynts ufujwx 
sj{jw fwwn{j3 Ymj gwjjijw tẍjwx j}hzxj fkyjw 
excuse, and as time goes on, the buyers 
gjhtrj {jw~ fyyfhmji yt ymjnw uzuu~ fsi qjy 
the matter go. Often the puppy is not pure-
bred but the result of  an “oops” pregnancy. 

• Breeder asks for an exorbitant puppy deposit, 
then claims your puppy has died—but your 
deposit is not refundable. You’re told it can be 
applied to the next litter, but of  course there is 
then a problem with that litter as well. The buyer 
nx xywzsl fqtsl zsynq mj tw xmj ln{jx zu3 

• Breeder asks for an exorbitant deposit, then 
xnruq~ {fsnxmjx3

• Breeder outcrosses to another breed to 
fhmnj{j hjwyfns ywfnyx fsi kfqxnăjx wjlnxywfynts 

documents.
Ymj fgt{j nx sty nsyjsiji yt gj fqq2 

nshqzxn{j@ ymj tgojhyn{j nx yt jshtzwflj utyjs-
tial Boerboel owners to be alert and discerning 
gz~jwx1 |mfyj{jw ~tzw uqfsx ktw ~tzw uzuu~3 
Ymj Gtjwgtjq nx f rfw{jqtzx gwjji1 gzy ny nx 
tzw otg1 fx gwjjijwx1 t|sjwx1 fsi kfshnjwx yt 
uwjxjw{j fsi uwtyjhy ny3

—Karen L Cornelius,
klc@klcassociates.com
American Boerboel Club

Boxers
BOXERS NEED A JOB

Ltslynrj t|sjwx mf{j inxht{jwji ymj 
Boxer mind can often be compared to 

that of  an intelligent, yet curious pre-teen 
mzrfs3 Gt}jwx fwj |twpnsl itlx g~ hqfxxnă-
cation and make the best of  companions—
but ymj~ mf{j gzx~ gwfnsx1 fsi ymj~ sjji f 
otg3

Gt}jw otgx hfs gj fx rzsifsj fx f  
mtzxjmtqi ujy fsi htrufsnts1 xzujw{nxnsl  
j{jw~if~ fhyn{nynjx fsi stynk~nsl ymj hmjk  fy 
dinnertime, but Boxer breeders and owners 
mf{j gjjs jsfrtwji g~ ymj tuutwyzsnynjx 
tẍjwji ns itl fhyn{nynjx fsi mf{j ktzsi ymj 
breed adapts to most challenges.

As athletes, the breed has become com-
ujynyn{j ns rtxy itl xutwyx3 Ny nx st qtsljw 

Boxers serve in many roles,  
including therapy work. Enjoying 
the company of a Boxer puppy 
is Dr. Ted Fickes, of Arriba  
Boxers—breeder of Ch. Arriba’s 
Prima Donna, who was BIS at 
Westminster in 1970 with Jane 
Forsyth handling.

mailto:klc%40klcassociates.com?subject=
https://americanboerboelclub.com


mailto:surfdomboxers%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Arribatali%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.americanboxerclub.org/


mailto:Trumphe%40comcast.net?subject=
http://bullmastiff.us


mailto:kathleenrileyphotography%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.chinookclubofamerica.org/
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The Doberman Pinscher comes in four 
allowed colors: black, red (brown in other 
countries), blue (like slate), and fawn (Isabella, 
a pale cream-brown or parchment). The stan-
dard describes markings as:

÷Wzxy1 xmfwuq~ ijăsji1 fuujfwnsl fgt{j 
jfhm j~j fsi ts rz  qj1 ymwtfy fsi ktwjhmjxy1 
on all legs and feet, and below tail.” The 
thumbprint on their cheeks, the eyebrows, the 
leg markings, and the rust beneath their tail 
hwjfyj fs fsnrfq ymfy nx jfxnq~ nijsynăjiökwtr 
fs~ fslqj ns f 8;52ijlwjj {nj|3

Muddy markings where there is no clearly 
ijăsji ijrfwhfynts ts ymj rz  qj1 xrfqq 
chest markings, and straw- or tan-colored 
rfwpnslx mf{j gjjs uwjxjsy ktw ymj ijhfijx 
N mf{j gjjs ns{tq{ji ns ymnx gwjji3 Wjhjsyq~1 
mt|j{jw1 ymjxj xjjr yt gj rtwj uwj{fqjsy3 
Rzii~ rz  qj rfwpnslx ts gqfhp itlx ÷wzsø 
into the coat color from the cheek to the nose, 
hwjfynsl fs trgw³ jẍjhy kwtr wzxy yt gqfhp3 
Qfwlj1 ÷xuqfxm~ø rfwpnslx fwj fqxt f ij{nf-
tion, as are cheek thumbprints not completed 
xzwwtzsiji g~ htfy htqtwö|mjwj ymj rz  qj 
markings are connected to the thumbprint.

Melanism, or a Doberman displaying the 
melanistic trait, is uncommon but has been 
seen on occasion. Caused by an increase in 
ifwp2unlrjsyji rjqfsns1 ny nx gjqnj{ji yt gj 
ljsjynh1 hfzxji g~ f wjhjxxn{j fqqjqj fy f xnslqj 
locus. (https://journals.plos.org/plosone/ 

article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0006435) It 
often presents itself  in Dobermans as an 
all-black dog; there may be a hint of  rust in 
bright light, but there are no noticeable mark-
ings. The breed also displays, although it is not 
rjsyntsji ns ymj xyfsifwi1 xrfqq Ąjhpx tk  htfy 
htqtw fgt{j jfhm sfnq1 fx nk  ufnsyji zxnsl f 
nail-polish brush. Something that has become 
more common are large markings on the toes, 
wider than the nail, and “brushed” up each digit 
to the top of  the (well arched, compact and cat-
like) foot. Puppies can display what looks like a 
wooden-spoon shaped extension of  their coat 
color—with the spoon handle on the leg—going 
down the front of  their forelegs and ending with 
the “spoon” on top of  their foot. Usually these 
markings fade as the puppy grows, but on occa-
sion they remain into adulthood. 

Markings are generally not at the top of  
most breeders’ lists of  attributes when select-
ing a breeding pair, but they should not be 
ignored. While there are many traits to be 
considered— temperament, full mouth, health 
test results, pedigree—coat color and mark-
ings are integral to what makes a Doberman 
zsnvzj3 Nrflnsj qttpnsl fy f Itgjwrfs mjfi 
|nymtzy ymj j~jgwt|x1 fsi wzxy rz  qj1 tw ymj 
chest without the two triangular rust markings, 
or their two-toned legs. Each description of  
the parts in our standard combine to create 
the Doberman, and each is important to the 

Doberman Pinscher Ch. Rancho 
Dobe’s Storm and puppies,  
circa 1952

https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0006435
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0006435
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whole. 
The next time you are at a show, check 

out the color, shape, and placement of  
the Dobermans’markings. It might be an 
j~j2tujsnsl j}ujwnjshj&

— Leslie Hall,
pajant@aol.com
Doberman Pinscher Club of  America 

Dogues de Bordeaux
THE ATHLETIC DOGUE DE BORDEAUX

Sj{jwfq ~jfwx flt1 ymj Itlzj ij Gtwijfz}úx 
athletic capabilities and importance to the 

gwjjiúx htsktwrfynts |jwj ht{jwji ns f uwj{n-
tzx gwjji htqzrs3 Mt|j{jw1 ymj gwjjiúx fym-
letic capabilities are so crucial to its functional 
hfufgnqnynjx ymfy ny nx ynrj yt wj{nxny ymj xzgojhy ns 
xtrj ijyfnq fsi wjjrumfxn j nyx nrutwyfshj3 

The Dogue de Bordeaux’s roots trace to 
his roles as a guardian, gladiator, and hunter. 
Mt|j{jw1 fx f |twpnsl gwjji1 mj mfx uwt{ji 
{jwxfynqj fy rfs~ yfxpx1 nshqzinsl iwfzlmy 
work, weight pulling, agility, obedience, and 
j{js qzwj htzwxnsl& Ns twijw yt gj hfufgqj tk  
ymjxj fhyn{nynjx1 fymqjynhnxr |tzqi gj f uwjwjv-
znxnyj1 fsi ny hfssty gj jrumfxn ji jstzlm ns 
stressing how important it is to the Dogue de 
Bordeaux’s conformation to the AKC breed 
standard.

A good portion of  the breed’s current 

fsi wjhjsyq~ wj{nxji FPH xyfsifwi ijăsjx 
the proper attributes of  the running gear 
that facilitate the breed’s athletic capabili-
ties: Powerful legs with strong bone struc-
yzwj1 xmtzqijwx mf{nsl ÷ut|jwkzq uwtrnsjsy 
muscles,” slant of  shoulder blade being “45 
ijlwjjx yt ymj mtwn tsyfq1ø ymnlmx gjnsl ÷|jqq 
ij{jqtuji fsi ymnhp1ø fsi fslqj tk  mthp 
otnsy ÷rtijwfyjq~ tujsø fqq ijstyj kjfyzwjx 
ymfy htsywngzyj yt ÷ltti iwn{j kwtr ymj mnsi-
vzfwyjwx1 fsi ltti j}yjsxnts tk  ymj ktwjqjlx1 
especially at the trot, which is the preferred 
lfny3 Mj nx hfufgqj tk  lwjfy xujji t{jw xmtwy 
distances by bolting along close to the ground” 
—AKC breed standard for the Dogue de 
Bordeaux

F qnyjwfyzwj wj{nj| tẍjwx xj{jwfq wjkjwjshjx 
attesting to the Dogue de Bordeaux’s athleti-
hnxr3 Kwjshm Uwtkjxxtw Wf~rtsi Ywnvzjy1 |mt 
established the modern-day FCI Dogue de 
Bordeaux standard and by his description is 
“the rescuer of  the breed,” wrote in his book, 
The Saga of the Dogue de Bordeaux, “The Dogue 
ij Gtwijfz} nx fqxt fgqj yt xuwnsl {jw~ vznhpq~1 
close to the ground, for instance, to catch a 
sparrow, or, with forelegs wide, to play and 
hmfslj inwjhynts fy xujji3ø Wjkjwjshnsl ozil-
nsl mj mfx itsj ns Jzwtuj fsi Fxnf1 Ywnvzjy 
kzwymjw xyfyjx1 ÷N iwj| ymj fyyjsynts tk  ymj {jy-
erinarian in charge to the mobility of  the shoul-
der, which enables the front leg to reach for the 

ground far ahead, while the head is lowered in 
direct line with the topline, which inclines for-
ward slightly. That this beautiful gait is not seen 
more often in the ring is because, in general, 
our dogues aren’t well trained, and their han-
iqjwx j{js qjxx xt1 fsi gjhfzxj ymj wnslx fwj ytt 
xrfqq3 t̂z mf{j yt lt yt Rtxht| yt xjj ymtxj 
immense rings. In the hall with 60 Dogues de 
Gtwijfz}1 N ytt mfi fqq ymj xufhj wjvznwji yt 
ozilj ymjnw rt{jrjsy3ø

World-renowned British author Colonel 
If{ni Mfshthp1 R3G3J31 |fx f uwtkjxxntsfq 
soldier in the British Army. While assigned to 
77 htzsywnjx1 mj ij{tyji mnx kwjj ynrj yt xyzi~-
nsl ymjnw itlx fsi fshjxywnjx3 Mfshthp ij{jq-
tuji f umtyt4nrflj qngwfw~ tk  t{jw :1555 

depictions (Charwynne Dog Features) used by 
sfyntsfq fsi nsyjwsfyntsfq rflf nsjx fsi ăqr 
htrufsnjx3 Fx fs fzymtw1 fi{nxtw1 ozilj1 fsi 
wjxjfwhmjw1 mj mfx ij{tyji t{jw :5 ~jfwx yt 
xyzi~nsl itlx3 Htq3 Mfshthp mfx xj{jwfq wjh-
ognitions from the Dog Writer’s Association 
of  America among the many tributes to his 
works.

In his book, 
Hunters, Col. Hancock makes the case that 
rfxynẍx1 hfqqji ÷ut|jwkzq mjf{~ mtzsix1 |jwj 
ns{fqzfgqj ns ynrjx |mjs1 gjktwj ymj ns{js-
ynts tk  ăwjfwrx1 rfs sjjiji yt hfyhm fsi 
kill game.” He goes on to state, “Scenthounds 
could track, sighthounds could chase, terriers 
could unearth, and setting dogs could indicate 

The Dogue de Bordeaux must be supple, having 
agile movement with good reach from the forelegs 
and powerful drive from the hindquarters.

mailto:pajant%40aol.com?subject=
https://dpca.org/


mailto:v102071%40inreach.com?subject=
https://www.ddbsa.org/
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ns ymj hfw fsi tzynslx xzhm fx {nxnyx |nym hmnq-
iwjs fy ymj qthfq mnlm xhmttq3 Rnsj {nxny xhmttq 
fy :õ; |jjpx1 fsi ymj~ qt{j ny3 Ymj~ fwj {jw~ 
easily lead-broken at this age—they automati-
cally follow along, and their training continues 
gradually, without them being aware. At such 
a young age, they are learning mostly from 
body language, and the lead is a guide. 

Rtyn{fyntsfq ywfnsnsl yfpjx uqfhj f qnyyqj 
later, when conformation training begins with 
stacking, baiting, and gaiting. This I begin in 
earnest at 3 months. By 4 months the puppy 
nx qttpnsl ktw|fwi yt ymj |twptzyx3 Mj qt{jx 
ymj gfnynsl& Fsi mnx xthnfqn fynts mfx htsyns-
ued daily, with trips to the store or mall and 
mingling with other puppies at puppy school. 
Nothing is forced. 

F |jqq2xthnfqn ji uzuu~ itjxsúy ij{jqtu 
idiosyncrasies of  temperament, and fear or 
fllwjxxn{jsjxx itjx sty xzwkfhj |mjs uzux 
fwj ln{js ymj tuutwyzsny~ yt ij{jqtu rjsyfqq~1 
eliminating fear of  “unknowns.”

Ujwktwrfshj j{jsyx fwj fqxt nsywtizhji fy 
a young age. Simple obedience exercises are 
started in puppy school, as well as the agility 
j}jwhnxjx3 \nym fqq ozrux fsi tgxyfhqjx xjy {jw~ 
qt|1 ymj~ qjfws ymj wtzynsj1 fsi ymj~ mf{j kzs 
wzssnsl ymwtzlm ymj yzssjqx& -Ymnx nx sty yt 
say that an older Dane is untrainable. There 
are many older Danes who tackle the agility 
htzwxj yt fii yt ymjnw ynyqjx&.

Bloodlines are important, as they propagate 
ymj qj{jq yjrujwfrjsy fsi xtzsi xywzhyzwj 
wjvznwji3 Xzhm hfs gj |fxyji1 mt|j{jw1 nk  
ymj uzuu~ nx sty xthnfqn ji kwtr fs jfwq~ 
flj3 Ny |nqq sj{jw tgyfns kzqq xjhzwny~ fsi xyf-
gnqny~ zsqjxx ln{js ymj tuutwyzsny~ yt it xt 
ymwtzlm qt{nsl1 hfwnsl1 mfsix2ts lznifshj fx 
it matures.

Gwjjijwx yfpj ~jfwx ij{jqtunsl ymj gqtti-
lines of  champions. Appreciate how fortunate 
~tz yt mf{j fhvznwji f gjfzynkzq1 |jqq2gwji 
puppy. Put your heart and soul into helping 
him into a stable, mature dog who can strut 
into a show ring, speed through an agility 
htzwxj1 hqnrg f rtzsyfns1 gj f qt{nsl kfr-
nq~ itl1 fsi kjfwqjxxq~ ujwktwr |mfyj{jw nx 
asked. The potential is there; it is up to you to 
ij{jqtu ny3 öU3R3

Great Dane Club of  America 

Great Pyrenees 
THE NATURE OF THE BEAST

A Great Pyrenees, especially in glorious 
|nsyjw htfy fsi lwttrji1 nx f of|2iwtu-

ping, astoundingly beautiful dog. Walking 
downtown with one or two Pyrs on lead will 
iwf| f hwt|i1 j{jw~tsj fs}ntzx yt ytzhm tw 
pet them. 

Of  course, my dogs know and expect to 
gj ujyyji3 Ymj~úqq rt{j ns kwtsy tk  ujtuqj yt 

stop them and seem surprised when someone 
doesn’t pause and pet, hug, or kiss them. 

While the dogs are being admired, I expect 
ymj xfrj xjy tk  vzjxyntsx3 

“What kind of  dog is this?”
“How much do they eat?”
“What is their personality like?”
Ymj qfxy vzjxynts fqqt|x rj yt xmfwj ymj 

nature of  the beast. A Great Pyrenees is like a 

fussy little old lady with a lot of  doilies. (Please 
note, I’m not disparaging little old ladies. I am 
tsj3 \jqq1 rf~gj sty ymj ÷qnyyqjø ufwy î. 

What do I mean by this? A Pyr needs to 
mf{j twijw3 F uqfhj ktw j{jw~ymnsl fsi j{jw~-
ymnsl ns nyx uqfhj3 Xmjju ns ymj ăjqiD Check.
Children in the yard? Check. Coyotes at a dis-
tance? Check. Fx qtsl fx j{jw~ymnsl nx ns ymj 
right place, it’s time for a nap. When things 
get out of  order, it’s time to bark. They are 
ymj qjfxy fllwjxxn{j tk  fqq ymj lzfwinsl gwjjix1 
zxnsl ymjnw {tnhj1 sty ymjnw yjjym1 yt fsstzshj 
xtrjymnsl nx |wtsl1 inẍjwjsy1 tw ns sjji tk  
being challenged. And they are great tattle-
tales. Someone gets loose from their kennel or 
out of  the yard, they’ll let the world know of  
the escape.

We once placed an adult dog on a small dairy 
farm. The dog was in charge of  keeping the 
hfq{jx ns ymj ăjqi fsi ljsjwfq ufywtq izynjx3 
T{jw ynrj1 ymj kjshnsl fwtzsi ymfy ufxyzwj 
ij{jqtuji lwjfy lfux3 Sty tsj ht| tw hfqk  |fx 
fqqt|ji yt qjf{j3 Ht|x ns ymj ufxyzwjD Check.

Ujtuqj |tzqi fwwn{j ifnq~ yt unhp zu ymjnw 
lfqqts tk  rnqp kwtr ymj kfwr3 Ymfy |fx ăsj 
with the Pyr, because that was the order they 
expected. Ah, but what if  someone came after 
their milk and the owners weren’t around? 
The strangers could get out of  their car and 
wander around the farm at will. Not a prob-
lem. Nothing is out of  order. But what if  the 

Great Pyrenees, September 1943

http://www.gdca.org
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stranger picked up his milk? Without the own-
jwx fuuwt{nsl ymnx hmfslj1 ymj U~w |tzqi xyfsi 
in the door and bark. Put. The. Milk. Back. As 
soon as the gallon of  milk was returned to the 
refrigeration unit, the barking would stop and 
ymj~ htzqi qjf{j3

U~wx |jwj ij{jqtuji yt gj nsijujsijsy 
ymnspjwx3 Ymj~ ălzwj tzy ymjnw wtqj ns ymj 
family, farm, or ranch and will protect 
their humans and the critters in their care. 
Performing in obedience, rally, or agility isn’t 
really most Pyrs’ cup of  tea. What’s the point? 
Stymnslúx tzy tk  twijw3 Ymj~ rf~ xmt| ozxy 
how pointless these silly games are by doing 
them as slowly as possible. Think molasses on 
a cold day.

The 1935 Standard of  Perfection best 
summed up the breed like this:

÷î Mj nx fx xjwntzx ns uqf~ fx mj nx ns |twp1 
adapting and molding himself  to the moods, 
ijxnwjx1 fsi j{js ymj {jw~ qnkj tk  mnx mzrfs 
companions, through fair weather and foul, 
through leisure hours fraught with danger, 
responsibility, and extreme exertion; he is the 
j}jruqnăhfynts tk  ljsyqjsjxx fsi ithnqny~ tk  
ymtxj mj pst|x1 tk  kfnymkzqsjxx fsi ij{tynts 
ktw mnx rfxyjw j{js yt ymj utnsy tk  xjqk2xfhwn-
ăhj@ fsi tk  htzwflj ns ymj uwtyjhynts tk  Ąthp 
uqfhji ns mnx hfwj fsi tk  ymj tsjx mj qt{jx3ø 
—Carrie Stuart Parks, 2017

Great Pyrenees Club of  America

Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs
MARKINGS: ICING ON THE CAKE

I recently heard a breeder exclaim that 
ymjnw sj|gtws qnyyjw |fx ÷fqq xmt| vzfqny~ø 

because they all had white tail-tips. I may be 
a little slow, but what could possibly make a 
sj|gtws qnyyjw ÷fqq xmt| vzfqny~ø tymjw ymfs 
markings? According to our breed standard 
markings are considered cosmetic and “should 
be considered of less importance than other aspects of 

This being said, why is such a premium put 
ts rfwpnslx g~ gwjjijwx fsi oziljx fqnpjD N 
gjqnj{j ymfy ny nx gjhfzxj rfwpnslx fwj ymj jfx-
njxy ymnsl yt qjfws3 J{jw~tsj mfx ymjnw ÷kf{tw-
nyjø rfwpnslx3 Xtrj qnpj f |nij gqf j1 xtrj 
qnpj f sfwwt| gqf j@ gtym fwj htwwjhy3 \mnyj 
patches or white collars are acceptable.

Very shortly after the GSMD was accepted 
g~ ymj FPH1 N |fx xmt|nsl yt f ozilj |mtr 
N lwjfyq~ firnwji3 Xmj uwthjjiji yt ln{j r~ 
puppy Winners Dog, my Open bitch Winners 
Bitch, and my special BOS. I was bursting 
with pride and thinking, “She sure knows nice 
y~uj fsi rt{jrjsy fsi fuuwjhnfyjx f ltti 
topline” as I was waiting for my win pictures. 
When she made the comment “Your dogs 
were the only ones with the correct Swiss cross 
ts ymjnw hmjxyx1ø N |fx ytyfqq~ ijĄfyji3 Xmj |fx 
ozilnsl xtrjymnsl uzwjq~ htxrjynh ymfy N ufni 
little to no attention to, since it was not related 

to form or function. 
Although this type of  comment occurs much 

rtwj kwjvzjsyq~ ymfs ny xmtzqi ns ymj gwjji 
ring and among breeders, serious students of  
the breed should heed the description of  color 
in the standard. From the description it is 
tg{ntzx ymfy ymj xyfsifwi jshtrufxxjx f qfwlj 
{fwnjy~ tk  htwwjhy rfwpnslx3 Ymj xyfsifwi fqxt 
clearly states that markings are cosmetic and 

are less important than temperament, type, 
and structure.

This is not to say that markings are of  no 
importance at all. This is a “striking, tri-colored” 
breed. The black topcoat with rich rust and 
white markings is certainly one of  the hallmarks 
of  the breed and an essence of  breed type. 
Without the typical markings a GSMD would 
become a fairly generic black or brown dog. 

Ny nx inẎhzqy yt lwfij uzuunjx |mt mf{j f 
{fwnjy~ tk  fhhjuyfgqj1 ~jy ujwmfux sty ujwkjhy 
markings. Breeders must heed the standard 
and look at structure, temperament, and type 
ăwxy3 Ymj ujwkjhyq~ rfwpji uzuu~ |nym xywfnlmy 
shoulders and hyper-extended hocks is not 
a show puppy. The best puppy may be one 
with asymmetrical facial markings or without 
f |mnyj yfnq2ynu3 Ny nx zu yt gwjjijwx yt ăsi ymj 
gjxy uzuunjx ăwxy fsi qttp fy rfwpnslx fkyjw 
that.

Ymj xfrj nx ywzj ktw ozilnsl ymj LXRI 
in the show ring. Judges should learn to look 
fy ymj |mtqj itl ăwxy3 Nk  ymj~ ăsi y|t itlx 
|mt fwj jvzfq ns y~uj1 xywzhyzwj1 rt{jrjsy1 
and temperament, then the decision can be 
made on markings. Perfect markings on a 
qt{jq~ xujhnrjs fwj nhnsl ts ymj hfpj1 gzy 
ymj~ xmtzqi sj{jw gj rnxyfpjs ktw ymj hfpj3 ö
Catherine Cooper, 2016

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog Club of  
America  

Greater Swiss Mountain Dog

http://gpcaonline.org
http://www.gsmdca.org
http://www.gsmdca.org


mailto:ericliebes%40earthlink.net?subject=
http://www.komondorclubofamerica.org


http://www.kuvasz.com


https://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.info
https://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.info
https://www.facebook.com/LeoClubOfAmerica/
mailto:oceanleonbergers%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.info


mailto:Margaret.peggy.wolfe%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.neapolitan.org




http://www.ncanewfs.org


https://www.pwdca.org/
mailto:jillymillygsrc%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.amrottclub.org/
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nsyt ymj htfyø fsi wjrt{j xzwkfhj inwy1 ymjs N 
wnsxj1 fsi ymj itl nx ăsfqq~ htruqjyjq~ |jy1 xt 
I can saturate the shampoo completely to the 
skin during the second wash. No whitening 
shampoo is necessary during this bath. Rinse 
thoroughly and blow-dry completely. 

Utxy ÷uwj2gfym gfym1ø N |nqq j{fqzfyj ymj 
dog’s coat condition, which will tell me what 
products I might use during the pre-show 
bath and dry, any staining that needs to be 
addressed. If  the dog’s coat seems to need a 
lot of  work with combing, doing this “pre-
bath bath” allows me to spend a week of  daily 
line-combing, as needed. 

The pre-show bath and blow-dry should be 

done within 48 hours of  the show, and ide-
ally within 24 hours of  the show. This bath 
|nqq lt fgtzy y|nhj fx kfxy nk  ~tz mf{j itsj f 
“pre-bath bath.” The dog won’t be as dirty, 
fsi ~tzú{j |twpji ts ymj itlúx htfy htsin-
tion, so there is minimal loose coat. This bath, 
I do one or two washes depending on how 
inwy~ ymj itl nx3 Ymj ăwxy |fxm1 nk  sjjiji1 nx 
usually again with a deep cleaning shampoo, 
then after rinsing I use my preferred whitening 
shampoo, taking care to thoroughly wash their 
kfhj1 jfwx fsi kjjy3 N mf{j f inẍjwjsy |mnyjs-
ing shampoo depending on what dog I am 
showing, so don’t be afraid to try a few and 
see what you like on each dog. It is generally 
not necessary to use any conditioner products 
on Samoyeds, but each coat and its condition 
xmtzqi gj j{fqzfyji nsin{nizfqq~3 

Once fully rinsed, I take time and care dry-
ing the dogs after this bath to blow their coat 
straight. If  you’re seeing curling or tangling, 
~tz mf{j ymj iw~jw utnsyji ytt hqtxj yt ymj 
skin, and if  you can’t back up and still see the 
skin, your drier is not high powered enough. 
It is also important to pay attention to what 
direction you are drying the hair. Do not 
iw~ ymj mfnw ts ymjnw hwtzu tw t{jw ymjnw qtns 
yt|fwi ymjnw mjfi1 qjxy ~tz mf{j f Xfrt~ji 
who then looks like an Old English Sheepdog. 
Iw~ ymfy htfy yt|fwi ymj yfnq& Ufwynhzqfwq~1 uf~ 
attention to the topline of  the dog to make 

sure the coat is straight with no lumps, bumps, 
tw |f{jx3 Ymj htfy ytuqnsj xmtzqi wjxjrgqj 
|mfy ymj ujwkjhy ytuqnsj nx ujw ymj xyfsifwi& 

After the pre-show bath, I comb out the 
dog and trim nails and feet. The more work 
N it uwntw yt ymj xmt| if~1 ymj qjxx N mf{j fy 
the show. Typically, it takes me less than 10 
minutes to completely comb out a dog at the 
xmt| nk  Nú{j rfij xzwj ymj~ fwj gfymji1 iwnji 
completely, and combed out prior to show day. 
Yfqp fgtzy xywjxx wjqnjk  ymj if~ tk  ymj xmt|&

Qfxyq~öfsi N hfssty jrumfxn j ymnx 
enough—wash and clean all crates, bedding, 
j}2ujsx1 fsi Ąttwnsl ymfy ~tzw itl |nqq gj 
lying on. A clean crate, kennel, and bedding 
|nqq wjxzqy ns f hqjfs itl3 F inwy~ js{nwtsrjsy 
will result in a dirty dog. 

Regardless of  how much we try, sometimes 
day-of-show leg-baths are necessary. It’s not 
hard to rewash legs. Some self-rinse, a small 
rubber or plastic tub, and a drier, and you’re 
good to go. I always check legs the morning 
of  the show to see if  anything needs to be 
itsj fsi xt ymfy N mf{j ynrj yt wj|fxm fx 
needed. 

Nk  f itl nx gjnsl xmt|s j{jw~ |jjp1 ymj~ 
|nqq qnpjq~ sjji f gfym j{jw~ |jjp1 zsqjxx 
you’re going to extremes to keep them clean. 
J{js |nym ltnsl yt j}ywjrjx yt pjju f itl 
clean, sometimes they need a bath anyways. 
So let them get dirty and grimy. Let them 

Andrea Dunkle says of Samoyeds: “Let them get dirty 
... let them play in the rain and mud-puddles—it’ll 
wash out!”



APRIL  2022AKC GAZETTE 75

CO
U

RT
ES

Y 
LI

SB
ET

 N
O

RR
IS

play in the rain, the pool, and mud-puddles 
|nym ymjnw kwnjsix3 Nyúqq |fxm tzy&öF3I3

Thank you, Andrea.
—Heather LoProto, SCA Public Education 

Chair, 
hloproto@comcast.net
Samoyed Club of  America  

Siberian Huskies
THE ALASKAN LINE OF SIBERIAN HUSKIES

It is late winter here in Alaska, and that 
means we are in the midst of  two of  the 

country’s biggest sled dog races: the Fur 
Wjsij {tzx Tujs \twqi Hmfruntsxmnu fsi1 
of  course, the Iditarod. 

Ymjxj fwj y|t {jw~ inẍjwjsy wfhjx3 Ymj ÷Kzw 
Rondy” is an open-class sprint race, with large 
yjfrx tk  itlx wfhnsl 7: rnqjx ujw if~ t{jw 
a three-day competition. The Iditarod is a 
long-distance marathon race, with dog teams 
ht{jwnsl hqtxj yt 61555 rnqjx fhwtxx Fqfxpfúx 
{fw~nsl fsi hmfqqjslnsl yjwwfns3

Mt|j{jw1 ymj wfhjx ini mf{j tsj ymnsl ns 
common this year: Each included a single 
purebred Siberian team, and both of  those 
teams came from the world-famous Alaskan 
kennels, owned by the Norris family. 

Alaskan kennels, and its Siberian Huskies 
“of  Anadyr,” was started in 1946 by Earl 
and Natalie Norris. It is the oldest continu-

ously operating Siberian Husky kennel in the 
|twqi3 Fsi ymnx ~jfw1 t{jw <: ~jfwx qfyjw1 ny |fx 
ymj tsq~ Xngjwnfs Mzxp~ pjssjq yt ăjqi f yjfr 
in the two of  the continent’s premier sled dog 
races.

Alaskan kennels has a long history of  sup-
porting dog sports here in Alaska. Earl and 
Natalie met and married here, and both 
were instrumental in the foundation of  dog 
hqzgx ymfy htsynszj yt j}nxy fsi ymwn{j ytif~3 
One of  these clubs is the Alaskan Sled Dog 
& Racing Association (ASDRA), formed in 
6>9>1 |mnhm twlfsn jx ymj Kzw Wtsi~ xqji 
dog race as well as many others throughout 
the winter. Another is the Alaska Kennel 
Club (also formed in 1949), which continues 
to present dog shows and promote purebred 
dogs in the state to this day.

Ymj Stwwnxjx ăjqiji ymjnw ăwxy Ninyfwti 
team in 1975, shortly after the race’s incep-
ynts3 Ymj~ mf{j htsynszji yt wzs f yjfr tk  
Xngjwnfsx ns Ninyfwti ns j{jw~ ijhfij xnshj3 
Ns wjhjsy ~jfwx ymjnw yjfrx mf{j gjjs wzs 
by Lisbet Norris, Earl and Natalie’s grand-
daughter. Lisbet has run her family’s dogs in 
Ninyfwti ktzw ynrjx t{jw ymj ufxy 65 ~jfwx1 
most recently in this year’s race.

The Fur Rondy team this year was run by 
Lisbet’s father (and son of  Earl and Natalie), 
OU Stwwnx3 OU fsi mnx |nkj Pfwn Xptljs mf{j 
participated in the World Championship 

sprint race many times, rarely missing a year.
As Siberian Husky fanciers, we are truly 

lucky to own a breed that still can and will do 
ymj otg ktw |mnhm ny nx gwji3 Fsi |j fwj {jw~1 
{jw~ ktwyzsfyj yt mf{j ijinhfyji kfrnqnjx qnpj 

the Norrises who continue to maintain the 
workability of  the Siberian Husky.

—Jessica Breinholt,
jbshca@gmail.com
Siberian Husky Club of  America

JP Norris holds Lisbet Norris’s team at the start of the Iditarod in Willow, Alaska.

mailto:hloproto%40comcast.net?subject=
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org
mailto:jbshca%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.shca.org
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Standard Schnauzers
WHAT ABOUT TYPE?

Eqzxn{j ns xtrj gwjjix1 ÷y~ujø nx ymj xjy 
tk  wjhtlsn fgqj hmfwfhyjwnxynhx xjyynsl 

one dog breed apart from another. Standard 
Xhmsfz jw y~uj nx ijxhwngji ns ymj gwjji xyfs-
ifwi ymzx? ÷f wtgzxy1 mjf{~2xjy itl1 xyzwinq~ 
built with good muscle and plenty of  bone; 
xvzfwj2gznqy ns uwtutwynts tk  gti~ qjslym yt 
height. The rugged build and dense harsh coat 
are accentuated by the hallmark of  the breed, 
the arched eyebrows and the bristly mustache 
fsi |mnxpjwx3ø F itrnsfsy {fwnfsy tk  ymj 
R-spondin-2 gene produces this hallmark trait 
(https://vgl.ucdavis.edu/breed/schnauzer-standard). 

Acceptable SS coat colors, salt-and-pepper 
or solid black, result from the agouti signaling 
protein (ASIP) gene. In salt-and-pepper SS 
(expressing the dominant allele of  the agouti 
gene, as detailed here https://www.genomia.
cz/en/schnauzer/ and here https://pubmed.ncbi.
nlm.nih.gov/12950732/), the dark coat has 
eumelanin (black/brown presented as black) 
pigment bands, and the lighter coat has phe-
omelanin (red/yellow faded to cream/white) 
pigment bands, both of  which occur on the 
same hair shaft. These bands appear on the 
dog’s neck, shoulders, back and rump, usually 
looking lighter on the chest, belly and inside 
the legs (described here 
articles/10268765.asp). The all-black Standard 

Xhmsfz jw htfy twnlnsfqq~ wjxzqyji kwtr 
mating two dogs carrying the ASIP gene’s 
wjhjxxn{j gqfhp fqqjqj@ XX |nym ymnx ljsty~uj 
|nqq mf{j f xtqni gqfhp gfxj htfy -st hwjfr4
|mnyj.1 |mnhm ymj~ ufxx ts yt fqq ymjnw tẍxuwnsl 
(https://vgl.ucdavis.edu/test/agouti-doghttps://vgl.
ucdavis.edu/test/agouti-dog). 

Gtym gwjjijwx fsi oziljx fwj wjxutsxngqj ktw 
detrimental fads, conditions, or exaggerations 
fẍjhynsl ymj mjfqym1 |jqkfwj1 yjrujwfrjsy1 
soundness, and type of  the SS they breed. 
Breeders must take care that these detriments 
are not perpetuated in future matings; they are 
wjxutsxngqj ktw uwjxjw{nsl Xyfsifwi Xhmsfz jw 
y~uj fsi ktw jizhfynsl ujwxtsx wjhjn{nsl ymjnw 
puppies in what SS type and soundness mean. 

Oziljx rzxy ozilj Xyfsifwi Xhmsfz jwx 
according to the breed standard as work-
nsl itlx1 sty fx yjwwnjwx1 ozilnsl ymj jsyny~ 
attached at the lower end of  the lead (the dog), 
sty ymj zuujw jsi -ymj mfsiqjw.1 inxvzfqnk~nsl 
tzyxn ji XX fsi tw ymtxj xmt|nsl xnlsx tk  
aggression. Judges must pay attention to tem-
perament and soundness reasons for excusing 
fsi inxvzfqnk~nsl itlx fx xyfyji ns ymj xyfs-
dard—it is not a kindness to the breed to let 
such dogs continue to a title or future matings. 
Owners of  such dogs should be discouraged 
from allowing these dogs to further contami-
nate the gene pool. 

Rt{jrjsy tk  |twpnsl itlx ijwn{jx kwtr ymj 

Standard Schnauzer

https://vgl.ucdavis.edu/breed/schnauzer-standard
https://www.genomia.cz/en/schnauzer/ and here https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12950732/
https://www.genomia.cz/en/schnauzer/ and here https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12950732/
https://www.genomia.cz/en/schnauzer/ and here https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/12950732/
http://www.terrificpets.com/articles/10268765.asp
http://www.terrificpets.com/articles/10268765.asp
https://vgl.ucdavis.edu/test/agouti-doghttps://vgl.ucdavis.edu/test/agouti-dog
https://vgl.ucdavis.edu/test/agouti-doghttps://vgl.ucdavis.edu/test/agouti-dog
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otg jfhm gwjji |fx j{tq{ji yt it3 F Xyfsifwi 
Xhmsfz jwúx ut|jwkzq1 lwtzsi2ht{jwnsl lfny1 
|nym uwtujw rt{jrjsy htrnsl fsi ltnsl fsi 
kwtr ymj xnij1 hfsúy gj fhmnj{ji |nym kfzqy~ 
xywzhyzwj3 Tzw gwjji xyfsifwi xujhnăjx ymj 
correct structural skeletal proportions in front 
-ktw wjfhm. fsi wjfw -ktw iwn{j. yt fhhtruqnxm 
their tasks: guard property, protect people, 
mjwi qn{jxythp1 mzsy {jwrns1 xjfwhm ktw fsi 
rescue those lost, alert to bombs and contra-
gfsi1 ijyjhy hfif{jwx ns hfyfxywtumj wzggqj1 
qthfyj xzw{n{twx fkyjw f inxfxyjw1 fsi rtwj3 

Ymj ÷xyfsi2ăwr2flfnsxy2fqq2htrjwxø fyyn-
yzij nx ufwy tk  Xyfsifwi Xhmsfz jw y~ujöst 
wimps need apply here. Our breed standard 
has always faulted fearful, timid, shy SS, 
fqymtzlm ytt kj| oziljx j}hzxj kwtr ymj wnsl 
xzhm tg{ntzx XX yjrujwfrjsy uwtgqjrx? sty 
responding to or shrinking from the handler, 
gaiting with tail clasped tight against the der-
wn³wj1 uzqqnsl gfhp kwtr ymj oziljúx j}frnsf-
tion. 

Another characteristic of  Standard 
Xhmsfz jw y~uj nx ymj fuujfwfshj tk  f wtgzxy1 
xvzfwj2gznqy1 rjinzr2xn ji |twpnsl itl |nym 
plenty of  bone. Today we see too many SS 
tzyxnij ymj ÷rjinzrø xn j wfslj xujhnăji ns 
our standard (bitches, 17–19 inches; males, 
18–20 inches); long-lined dogs (less of  an issue 
with bitches, for whom extra length makes 
room for puppies); light-boned or poorly mus-

cled dogs who are far from rugged and sturdy; 
tw tg{ntzxq~ zsywfnsji XX xmt|s ns ymj wnsl3 

SS are the smallest working breed permit-
yji yt ywfns ns XhmÄy mzsi uwtyjhynts3 F 
long-time breeder who trained her dogs in 
XhmÄy mzsi uwtyjhynts mjwj fsi ns Ljwrfs~ 
told me this is because SS are the smallest 
breed capable of  taking down a man. Back 
in the early 1970s, I wrote that breed’s com-
ufhy xn j rfpjx ymjr fgqj yt ăy j{js nsyt 
small apartments and a petite woman can 
handle them easily, yet they are large enough, 
with big enough teeth and attitude, to make 
potential wrongdoers think twice (or maybe 
j{js ymwnhj. gjktwj yfslqnsl |nym ymjr3

Xnshj ymj ăwxy \nwj2mfnwji Unsxhmjwx -qfyjw 
hfqqji Xhmsfz jwx. |jwj gwtzlmy yt ymnx 
country around 1900 with its German breed 
xyfsifwi1 Xhmsfz jw y~uj wjrfnsji kfnwq~ 
consistent for many years. But in the past few 
ijhfijx1 hmfsljx ns y~uj mf{j thhzwwjiösty 
xzwuwnxnsl1 ln{js ymj 6>7: XX gwjji xyfsifwi 
was rewritten in 1959, 1977, 1991, and 2021. 

Ymjxj hmfsljx fwj tg{ntzx |mjs htrufw-
nsl ytif~úx Xyfsifwi Xhmsfz jwx |nym umtytx 
of  such “old” dogs as (found in The Standard 
Schnauzer in America: SSCA Source Book Vol. 
II. Hm3 Xlw3 Wnlt Xhmsfz jwqzxy -u3 =.@ Xlw3 
Rfruj {ts Mtmjsxyjns -u3 >. fsi mnx xnwj1 
Hm Uwns  Xhmzwq tk  \Äwy gjwl -u3 67.@ fsi 
Hm3 Mnxx {ts Jljqxjj -u3 66.3 J{js umtytx 

from as late as 1922 and 1949, Ch. Resy 
Ufywnhnf fsi mjw lwfsixts Hm3 Hmnjk  tk  Xyfẍ 
-gtym ts u3 67.1 wjxujhyn{jq~1 ijunhy rnsnrfq 
changes in type.

Photographs of  show dogs dating back to 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries show 
{fxy inẍjwjshjx ns lwttrnsl3 Wjsjj Utuj 
-Ljnxy{tqq XX. fsi N wjhjsyq~ inxhzxxji XX 
y~uj fsi ytif~úx lwttrnsl xy~qj {jwxzx ns 
the early 1970s, when much longer furnish-
nslx |jwj ns {tlzj3 Ytif~1 ymj hqtxjw ywnr ts 
furnishings approximates that of  the “old” 
SS type, resulting in a more working-dog 
appearance, rather than a frou-frou terri-
er-like look. Photographs don’t tell the whole 
story, though; hands-on examination and 
ns2ujwxts tgxjw{fynts fwj ymj gjxy |f~x yt 
j{fqzfyj f itlúx vzfqny~3

Fx gwjjijwx1 |j rzxy uwjxjw{j y~uj3 Ufwy tk  
doing this is taking a good honest look at our 
own breeding stock to determine inherent 
xywjslymx fsi |jfpsjxxjx1 ymjs ălzwnsl tzy 
|mnhm ywfnyx |nqq nruwt{j tzw sj}y qnyyjw fsi 
|mnhm ywfnyx yt f{tni3 

Choose studs based upon what he can con-
ywngzyj yt tẍxjy ymtxj |jfpsjxxjx1 sty |mfy 
his “big winner” status can add to a future lit-
ter’s sales potential. Remember that he’ll be 
a big winner for only a few years at best, but 
zsqjxx mjúx f ywzq~ tzyxyfsinsl wjuwjxjsyfyn{j 
tk  ymj gwjji fsi sty ozxy f kfi tk  kfsx fsi 

oziljx1 ymj sjlfyn{j nsĄzjshj mj htzqi mf{j 
ns kzyzwj Xyfsifwi Xhmsfz jw y~uj rnlmy qfxy 
ktwj{jw3

Examine potential studs with your own eyes 
fsi mfsixönrutxxngqj yt it |nym kwt js 
sperm from a long-dead sire, but at least talk 
to trusted breeders/exhibitors who might 
mf{j gjjs fwtzsi ns mnx mj~if~3 J}frnsj ns 
ujwxts fx rfs~ tk  ymj xyziúx tẍxuwnsl -hmnq-
dren, grandchildren, etc.) as you can. Then 
mtsjxyq~ fsx|jw ymnx vzjxynts? ÷\nqq ymnx itl 
uwjxjw{j XX y~uj fsi nruwt{j sty tsq~ r~ 
line but also the breed as a whole?”

“Young Guns and Legends” is the theme 
tk  ymj Xyfsifwi Xhmsfz jw Hqzg tk  Frjwnhf 
2022 national specialty, to be held at the 
Oklahoma City Fairgrounds June 29–July 2. 
Hosted by SSCA’s newest regional club, the 
Wji Wn{jw XXH1 fsi kjfyzwnsl ă{j if~x tk  
conformation shows (two SS specialty shows, 
fsi ymwjj fqq2gwjji xmt|x.1 66 Ąf{twx tk  ujw-
ktwrfshj fhyn{nynjx1 mjfqym hqnsnhx1 xjrnsfwx1 
an air-conditioned building, and an all-suite 
hotel—could you ask for more? Plenty of  
ts2xnyj W[ ufwpnsl1 gzy st wjxjw{fyntsxö
ăwxy htrj1 ăwxy xjw{ji3 Ktw rtwj nskt1 xjj 
www.2022sscanational.com.

öXz fssj Y3 Xrnym -Qtx Fqfrtx1 Sj| 
Mexico), 

WustefuchsSS@aol.com 
Xyfsifwi Xhmsfz jw Hqzg tk  Frjwnhf

mailto:WustefuchsSS%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.StandardSchnauzer.org
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will bypass the $200 custom-made dog bed 
~tz ozxy gtzlmy tẍ Jyx~ fsi ăsi ymj htqijxy 
ynqj tw hjrjsy Ąttw ns ymj mtzxj yt qnj ts3 Ns 
ymj xzrrjw1 ~tzw fnw2htsinyntsnsl {jsy |nqq 
mf{j f mjf{~1 kzw2htfyji ht{jw zsynq ymj xst|x 
come again. 

The other half. When a double-coated breed 
loses its winter undercoat, we say it “blows 
htfy3ø Ymnx nx f ijhjuyn{j yjwr1 htsozwnsl zu 
ljsyqj xzrrjw gwjj jx |nym |mnxux tk  mfnw 
Ątfynsl ts ymj gwjj j3 \mjs f YR gqt|x 
coat, a more accurate image would be a hurri-
hfsj yjfwnsl ymwtzlm ~tzw |twqi1 qjf{nsl unqjx 
tk  ijxywzhynts ns nyx |fpj3 \mjs nyúx t{jw1 mfqk  
your dog is missing. Miraculously, it all reap-
pears in the fall, to begin the yearly ritual all 
t{jw flfns3  

Watch your step. I won’t say that Tibetan 
Rfxynẍx fwj qf ~1 gzy f Ofhp Wzxxjqq ymj~ fwj 
not. I tell people they make great throw-rugs. 
Nice room accessories during the day, but a 
ijăsnyj nsittw ywnu mf fwi fy snlmy3 

Let sleeping dogs lie. We all like to think they 
sleep with one eye open, but truthfully, 
Yngjyfs Rfxynẍx hfs xqjju xtzsijw ymfs fs~ 
gwjji N mf{j j{jw pst|s3 Rf~gj gjhfzxj ymj~ 
pst| ymj~ hfs mfsiqj |mfyj{jw htrjx |mnqj 
they are sleeping. If  startled, they awake ready 
yt wtqq3 Gjxy yt f{tni fs~ xzwuwnxjx f|fpjsnslx3 

Neighborhood watch. Speaking of  nighttime, 
when the sun goes down, TMs wake up. They 

are famous for their nighttime barking. Maybe 
infamous would be a better choice of  words. 
They are such great neighbors, too; They take 
great pride in watching not only your home 
and yard, but your neighbors; and their neigh-
gtwx@ fsi fqq |mt fwj qzhp~ jstzlm yt qn{j 
within eyesight or earshot of  your TM. Rest 
jfx~3 Ymj Yngjyfs Rfxynẍ mfx ymj snlmy ufywtq3 

Maintaining order. Maxwell Smart was right: 
Fx j{jw~ YR pst|x1 Hmftx nx ymj jsjr~3 
Yngjyfs Rfxynẍx |fsy ymjnw js{nwtsrjsy yt 
be calm and orderly. This is not the breed 
ktw xtrjtsj |mtxj mtrj nx f wj{tq{nsl ittw 
tk  wjxnijsyx tw {nxnytwx3 Nk  ~tz itsúy jxyfg-
lish order, they will. Routine rules in the TM 
world. 

Homeward bound. Any dog may dig, but a 
Yngjyfs Rfxynẍ hfs dig. My kids had a book 
called The Diggingest Dog. That dog had nothing 
ts YRx3 Ymj~ ijxjw{j sty tsq~ f gttp1 gzy f 
whole encyclopedia on how to do it right. We 
mf{j fq|f~x otpji ymfy ymj~ fwj inllnsl mtrj 
to Tibet. 

Houdini was an amateur. If  there is a way, 
any way, to escape from a space they want to 
ljy tzy tk1 f YR |nqq ăsi ny3 Ns wjhtwi ynrj3 
“Securely fenced yard” is a must, but almost 
an oxymoron for a TM.

Counter-surfers. First rule of  owning a Tibetan 
Rfxynẍ nx yt sj{jw qjf{j fs~ ktti ~tz j{jw |fsy 
to see again out on your table or counters. A 

sandwich, a steak, or a cake will disappear in 
ymj gqnsp tk  fs j~j1 |nymtzy j{js f yfqj2yfqj 
hwzrg tk  j{nijshj yt uns ymj hwnrj ts ymj 
canine perpetrator. Your TM will be sitting 
there, all angelic-like, looking at you with those 
big brown eyes like, “What?” And of  course, 
you can’t resist, so they get another sandwich, 
xyjfp1 tw hfpj1 xt ozxy gz~ y|t yt gjlns |nym3

Food is optional. \mnqj htzsyjw2xzwăsl ktw 
your ktti nx f kf{twnyj ufxynrj1 ~tzw Yngjyfs 
Rfxynẍ rf~ ufxx ts jfynsl mnx t|s ktti1 
xtrjynrjx ktw xj{jwfq if~x fy f ynrj3 Rtxy 
YRx fwj sty ktti iwn{js fsi fwj stytwntzx ktw 
being picky eaters. They only eat when they 
are hungry, get bored with seeing the same 
thing in their food bowls day after day, and 
cannot be bribed with food, no matter how 
enticing. If  you want your TM to eat, you 
mf{j yt rfpj ny sj|1 nsyjwjxynsl1 fsi fuujfq-
nsl3 \j mf{j htsxnijwji tẍjwnsl Ltwits 
Ramsey a retainer. 

Window on the world. Yngjyfs Rfxynẍx qt{j yt 
watch the world around them, and an owner 
|mt uwt{nijx ymjr |nym f |nsit| xjfy nx 
much appreciated. By their TM. Sometimes, 
though, your mailman, or neighbor, or pack-
flj ijqn{jw~ xjw{nhj nx sty xt ymwnqqji yt xjj 
a huge dog barking at them up close and 
personal with only a pane of  glass standing 
between them and the beast. Be aware that if  
ymjwj nx f ujwhjn{ji ymwjfy1 f |nsit| |nqq sty 

xytu f Yngjyfs Rfxynẍ3 N mjfw kwtxyji |nsit| 
ht{jwnslx tw ijhtwfyn{j xhwtqq |twp mfx htrj 
in handy for many TM owners. 

 In Tibet, it is the 
women and children who are tasked with 
caring for the dogs, and in the nomad camps, 
the TMs are left behind to guard the women, 
children, and camps when the men are gone. 
\j mf{j tkyjs xjjs umtytx tk  YRx gjnsl qji 
g~ f wtuj g~ f {jw~ xrfqq Yngjyfs hmnqi3 Xt1 ny 
always surprises me when someone says TMs 
are not suitable as family dogs. They are abso-
lutely suitable as family dogs, and are strong 
protectors of  women and children. Most TM 
owners will tell you that their dogs will accept 
ujtuqj ns ymnx twijw? Hmnqiwjs ăwxy1 |trjs 
second, and men third. 

“Baby, come to me.” Keep on singing it. It will 
help to keep you occupied while your TM 
wanders around the yard, ignoring your pleas 
yt htrj3 N mf{j pst|s YR t|sjwx |mt fhyz-
fqq~ yttp ymjnw itl yt ymj {jy yt hmjhp nk  mj |fx 
ijfk & Rtxy fqq wjkjwjshjx ts Yngjyfs Rfxynẍx 
will say they are stubborn and independent, 
but you won’t know the meaning of  those 
|twix zsynq ~tz fhyzfqq~ mf{j f YR3 Ymjs 
nyúx fqq t{jw gzy ymj hw~nsl3 Tw ymj xnslnsl3 
“Baby, come to me. Let me put my arms around you” 
becomes your theme song. Learn it well. 

—Deborah Mayer
Frjwnhfs Yngjyfs Rfxynẍ Fxxthnfynts

http://www.tibetanmastiff.org
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      ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETING
The next meeting of the Delegates will be

held at the Doubletree Newark Airport Hotel
on Tuesday, June 14, 2022, beginning no
earlier than 10:00 a.m. It will follow the
Delegate Forum which will begin at 9:00 a.m.

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS
Pamela Bagley, Playa Blanca, CA, 

Santa Maria Kennel Club 
Barbara Breidenback, Franklinville, NJ,
Gloucester County Kennel Club
Cathy J. Burleson, Jackson, TN, Jackson

Tennessee Dog Fanciers Association
Mary Lynne Elliott, Spruce Canyon Circle, CO,

Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the US
Pamela Ireland, Germantown, TN, 

Memphis Kennel Club 
Dennis McCoy, Apex, NC, 

Poodle Club of America 
Janice L. MacWhade, Medina, OH, 

Medina Kennel Club  
Deb Phillips, Sun City, AZ, 

Arrowhead Kennel Club 
Giselle Simonds, Petluma, CA, 

Miniature Bull Terrier Club of America
Elizabeth S. Trail, West Glover, VT, 

Green Mountain Dog Club 
Mary Wilder, Winchester, VA, 

Middleburg Kennel Club 
Nili Young, Summerville, SC, 

Columbia Kennel Club 

NOTICE
As a result of an Event Committee determi-

nation the following individual stands sus-
pended of AKC privileges.  It should be noted
that this determination may still be appealed
and may be reversed.  Upon expiration of the
appeal process, an appropriate notice describ-
ing the status of the individual’s suspension, if
any, will appear in this column:
Ms. Amanda Byers (San Antonio, TX)
Ms. Liz Couzin (Albany, OR)
Ms. Tyler Crady (Bella Vista, CA)
Mr. Blake Daniel (Saint Jo, TX)
Mr. Richard Hudgens (Las Vegas, NV)
Mr. John Meyer (Hudson, WI)
Ms. Laurie Youmans (Tehachapi, CA)

NOTICE
Ms. Jann Hayes (McKean, PA) Action was

taken by the Columbiana County Kennel
Club for conduct at its January 7, 2022 event.
Ms. Hayes was charged with failure to prop-
erly control a dog at an event.  The Staff
Event Committee reviewed the Event Com-
mittee’s report and set the penalty as a three-
month event suspension and a $500 fine,
effective January 7, 2021. (St. Bernards)

NOTICE
Ms. Lyn Ohmsen-Owen (Columbus, NC) Ac-

tion was taken by Pasco Florida Kennel Club for
conduct at its January 8, 2022 event.  Ms. Ohm-
sen-Owen was charged with physical contact of

an insulting or provoking nature.  The Staff
Event Committee reviewed the Event Commit-
tee’s report and set the penalty as a three-month
event suspension and a $300 fine, effective Janu-
ary 19, 2022. (Miniature Bull Terrier)

NOTICE
Mr. David Peat (Scottsdale, AZ) Action was

taken by the Inland Empire Hound Club of
Southern California for conduct at its January
7, 2022 event.  Mr. Peat was charged with in-
appropriate public criticism of a judge, not
disruptive, but demonstrating lack of sports-
manship.  The Staff Event Committee re-
viewed the Event Committee’s report and set
the penalty as a one-month event suspension
and a $200 fine. (Affenpinschers)

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS, CHAPTER 11,
SECTION 6 – DOG SHOW ENTRIES, CONDI-
TIONS OF DOGS AFFECTING ELIGIBILITY
The AKC Board has endorsed the following
amendment to Chapter 11, Section 6 of the
Rules Applying to Dog Shows, proposed by
Staff. This will be voted on at the June 14,
2022 Delegate Meeting.

CHAPTER 11
SECTION 6. No entry may be changed or
canceled unless notice of the change or can-
cellation is received in writing by the
Superintendent or Show Secretary named in
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TRIAL BOARDS
APPEALS TRIAL BOARD

MARTHA FELTENSTEIN, ESQ.,CHAIR 
BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 

BARBARA PENNY, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
THERESA DOWELL, ESQ

EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS
DR. KLAUS ANSELM

KATHI BROWN
CHARLES FOLEY

MEDORA HARPER
DONNA HERZIG
CARL HOLDER

LAURIE MAULUCCI
DR. ROBERT MYALL

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
ROBERT STEIN

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK
SYLVIA THOMAS

  PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
BILL TEAGUE

ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2023
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

CLASS OF 2024
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT
KAROLYNNE M. MCATEER

CLASS OF 2025
RITA J. BIDDLE, ESQ.
DOMINIC P. CAROTA
DR. THOMAS DAVIES
THOMAS POWERS

CLASS OF 2026
CHRISTOPHER L. SWEETWOOD

HAROLD “RED” TATRO III 
ANN WALLIN

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio

THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding the
integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for
type and function.
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the pure bred
dog as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect
the rights of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DOMINIC P. CAROTA, VICE CHAIRMAN

   VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Marketing

MARK DUNN, Executive Vice President 

KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

SHEILA GOFFE, Government Relations

BRANDI HUNTER, Public Relations & Communications

DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel

MARI-BETH O’NEILL, S  port Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services

DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Judging Operations

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
DENNIS B. SPRUNG

President
Chief Executive Officer

GINA M. DINARDO
Executive Secretary

THEODORE PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org
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proved as a judge on a Provisional basis
for the class/test indicated in accordance
with the Provisional judging system. They
may now accept assignments.
Ms. Cheryl Bavister (103959) WA
(510) 673-0113
spectrum@terv.com
Tracking – TDX

Ms. Ann S Davis (108925) VT
(802) 779-1849
annie@vermontel.net
Tracking – TD/TDU

Dr. Cathy L Greenfield D.V.M. (100337)
FL
(217) 390-2050
trackingtervs@gmail.com
Tracking – TDX 

Dr. Cheryl Harris (109677) OH
(513) 476-1393
nml.doc@fuse.net
Tracking – TD/TDU

Ms. Mie Kingsley (99081) VT
(802) 293-2931
mskx2y@gmail.com
Tracking - TDX

Ms. Shawn Nies (67663) IL
(314) 882-7929
shawndachs@sbcglobal.net
Tracking – TDX

Ms. Reegan Ray (102663) CA
(619) 855-7387
rreegan@aol.com
Tracking – TD/TDU

REINSTATED OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING
JUDGES
The following persons have been rein-

stated for the test level indicated and their
name has been added to the list of regular
approved judges.
Ms. Jane Wiedel (3178) IL
jfwiedel@hotmail.com
815-275-0650
Tracking – TD/TDU

EMERITUS OBEDIENCE & RALLY JUDGES
Virginia Kinion – MO Obed/Rally
Jerry Iermiero – FL Obed/Rally

DECEASED OBEDIENCE, RALLY & TRACKING
JUDGES
Ken Nagler 

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX
The following applications for a breed-

specific Registered Name Prefix have been
submitted to The American Kennel Club.
Letters in regard to these applications

should be addressed to Gina DiNardo, Ex-
ecutive Secretary:
C-ME- Miniature American Shepherds-
Cynthia J. Weight-Carter and Tobin K.
Weight-Carter
CREEK- Great Danes-Kenneth L. Cregg
and David A. Beek
HAULIN- Australian Shepherds-Chelsie

Pendo and Suzette Pendo-Peira
HOLLY BLUFF- Shetland Sheepdogs-
James L. Hudson and Angela A. Hudson
IMAGINEER- Australian Shepherds- Gemi
Sasson-Brickson and Eric Brickson
IRRESISTIBULL- Staffordshire Bull Terri-
ers and American Staffordshire Terriers-
Linda E. Lavender
LEDENFER CBR- Chesapeake Bay Retriev-
ers- Dennis L. Ferderer
MAGNUMS-Beagles-Demetrius Nionakis
MISSAL- Belgian Malinois-Jill C. Missal
MARLOWIN- Miniature American Shep-
herds- Tina L. Winston
MYSTIC BLUES- Black Russian Terriers-
John R. Ayers & Linda H. Ayers
NUFOREST-Dachshunds- Susan A. Buck
and William F. Buck
RAGTYME- Bearded Collies- Lynn A. Za-
garella & Vince B. Zagarella
SHOW GUN- Boxers- Beth A. Collis &
Robert C. Collis
SOLARIS- Vizslas- Beth T. Kirven
TRAVELDA- Nova Scotia Duck Tolling
Retrievers- William Burland & Lisa Bur-
land

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a breed-specific

Registered Name Prefix have been granted:
AQUATUNES- Portuguese Water Dogs-
Michael J. Antunes
AYUR-ES-SAHEL-Azawakh-Lillia Berezkina

BLACKJACK- Gordon Setters- Joe E.
Wollschlager and Sandy G. Wollschlager
BLOOM/ING- Bichon Frise- Rhonda J.
Hall
BOURBON WOOD- German Shorthaired
Pointers- Eryk R. Seewald and Wanda F.
Seewald
CASTLEHILL-Basset Hounds-  James R.
Dok and Shaon A. Dok
FAIRWILDE FARM- Australian Shepherds-
Amy Dettore 
FOLLY’S-Bullmastiffs Tina Thompson
GRIDIRON-Staffordshire Bull Terrier-
Patricia M. Strickland
KICKIN’ BRASS- Golden Retrievers -
James Giacalone
LONETREE-Boxers-Cheryl L. Hill
LUKOS-Portuguese Water Dogs-Karen
Widden-Martinez and Duane Martinez
MERAKI-Cavalier King Charles Spaniels-
Sher L. Miller
RUSSET LEATHER- Vizslas-Beverly A.
Wanjon
SILVERMORNING’s-Papillons- Monica
Palermo
SNOWBOUND-Samoyeds- Lucy M, Gearty
and Timothy M. Gearty
SILVER OAK-Greater Swiss Mountain
Dogs- Lisa England and Allan England
TIDAL WAVE- Great Danes-Stephanie C.
Cahill
VINELAKE-Australian Shepherds- Sandra
J. Landrey and Amy R. Johanson
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2021. She was the Delegate for the
Green Mountain Dog Club since
2014.

• Chairman Emeritus Ronald H.
Menaker on February 16, 2022. Over
a 34 year period, he was the Delegate
for the Bedlington Terrier Club of
America, Des Moines Obedience
Training Club, Rockford-Freeport
Illinois Kennel Club and Memphis
Kennel Club.

The Chair announced that it was the an-
nual election of the Directors.

The Executive Secretary will now read the
report on the Nominating Committee. 

Ms. DiNardo: Pursuant to Article VIII, Sec-
tion 2, of the Charter and Bylaws of The
American Kennel Club, the NOMINAT-
ING COMMITTEE

• Melanie Steele, Chair – Abilene
Kennel Club 

• Pamela Stacey Rosman – Canaan
Dog Club of America

• Patti Strand – Dog Fanciers Associa-
tion of Oregon 

• Maggi Strouse – National Shiba Club
of America 

• Marilyn Vinson – Southeastern Iowa
Kennel Club

and Alternates:
• Marge Calltharp – Chinese Shar-Pei

Club of America
• Connie Clark – American Fox Ter-

rier Club 
appointed by the Board of Directors at its
July 2021 meeting have nominated the fol-
lowing Delegates as candidates for such va-
cancies on the Board of Directors as to be
filled at the next annual meeting of the
Club on March 8, 2022. There are three
vacancies for the Class of 2026.

CLASS OF 2026
• Christopher L. Sweetwood - Trap

Falls Kennel Club
• Harold “Red” Tatro, III - Fort Worth

Kennel Club 
• Ann Wallin - Atlanta Kennel Club 

Mr. Sprung: The Bylaws state that nomina-
tions may not be made from the floor.
Nominations, therefore, closed on Novem-
ber 15, 2021. As no additional nomina-
tions may be made, and the Bylaws make
no provision for write in candidates, we
will follow the procedure used in previous
instances where there was an uncontested
election. 
Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 6, of the
Charter and Bylaws of The American Ken-
nel Club, the Chair declares that the three
candidates for the Class of 2026 are

elected: 
Christopher L. Sweetwood, Harold “Red”
Tatro and Ann Wallin. Congratulations
Chris, Red and Ann.
The Executive Secretary read the names of
Delegates seated since the last meeting.

Karen M. Bodeving, Cave Junction, OR to
represent Klamath Dog Fanciers   
Janet Lee Boyd, Hokes Bluff, AL to repre-
sent Portuguese Water Dog Club of America
Kerri Dale, Blue Ridge, GA to represent
American Boerboel Club
Jean A. Evanoff, Fargo, ND to represent
Fargo-Moorhead Kennel Club
Ruth M. Levesque, Tolland, CT to repre-
sent Alaskan Malamute Club of America
Kevin E. Lord, Aubrey, TX to represent
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of America
Marie Murphy, Esq., Nashville, TN to
represent Greater Murfreesboro Kennel
Club 
Jeffrey Ryman, Snohomish, WA to repre-
sent Seattle Kennel Club
Ann Moore Schultz, Joppa, MD to repre-
sent Northeastern Maryland Kennel Club
Judith A. Seltrecht, Brandon, FL to repre-
sent Manatee Kennel Club    
Matthew E. Townsend, Mebane, NC to
represent Carolina Working Group Associ-
ation

The following Delegates, who were attend-

ing their first meeting since being offi-
cially seated, were introduced from the
floor:
Janet Lee Boyd to represent Portuguese
Water Dog Club of America
Ruth M. Levesque to represent Alaskan
Malamute Club of America
Jeffrey Ryman to represent Seattle Kennel
Club
Ann Moore Schultz to represent North-
eastern Maryland Kennel Club
Judith A. Seltrecht to represent Manatee
Kennel Club    
Mary Lynn Speer to represent Mastiff Club
of America 

The minutes of the meeting on December
17, 2021 were published in the January
2022 AKC GAZETTE and the complete tran-
script was posted on the Delegate Portal
on AKC's website. There were no correc-
tion and the minutes were adopted as pub-
lished. 

The Portuguese Podengo Pequenos of
America was duly elected as a member of
The American Kennel Club.

Dr. Thomas Davies delivered the Chair-
man's Report as follows: 

Good morning. I lost my dear friend a few
weeks ago. Dealing with Ron’s passing is a
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There were no changes in Earth Dog. Last
but certainly not least we have 51 new
Field Trial clubs compared to 2 dissolving.
Moving over to the important disciplines
of Companion: Rally had no changes.
Obedience brought in 3 clubs against
minus one. Tracking gained 2 and Agility
increased by 11, both without having a
loss.

Next is the Conformation universe: Group
Clubs added 8; none left. All Breed gained
7 versus minus 6. Parent Clubs were plus
12 and a loss of 1. Specialty clubs in-
creased by 65 with a minus 28, resulting in
plus 37. 

In summary, over the past five years 236
clubs were recognized versus 39 dissolving,
a net gain of 197 clubs. 

The current total number of clubs stands
at 4,992. There are 645 member clubs, li-
censed clubs are 4,166. We have 95 at
Sanctioned A and 86 at Sanctioned B.
Relating to clubs elevated to member sta-
tus covering the same five-year span: These
include 11 Parent Clubs, 9 All-Breed, 2
Obedience and 1 Group club resulting in
plus 23 compared to 4 fewer over the iden-
tical time period. 

According to Lisa, the reasons for clubs

disbanding are the following:
1. Aging out
2. Lack of membership and/or new mem-
bers
3. The loss of convenient suitable and
available sites in the area, or general loss
of interest in the Sport by club members
over time. 

When this is reported to Club Relations,
Club Development is alerted and proac-
tively reaches out to see if they can assist
with increasing membership and/or site
information. If you desire assistance,
Glenn Lycan and Guy Fisher will provide
it.

Disbanding due to unstable finances is ex-
tremely rare and our records do not re-
flect that this is the case. More frequently,
clubs inquire as to where club funds may
be donated when dissolving in accordance
with their bylaws. 

If anyone has any questions, please contact
Lisa, her staff or me for a prompt re-
sponse.

Another item to share with you is that Staff
is working on a release of an NFT. If we
can accomplish this, there will be an initial
offer to friends and family which will in-
clude every Delegate. More information

will be provided to you if the project
moves forward.

Now to a most important matter: Three
years ago in 2019, Tom and I spoke with
you about our Chairman Ron Menaker.
What we said then with a little updating,
bears repeating and should be remem-
bered in the future.

Tom’s words were true and heartwarming.
Life with Ron was special. We spoke multi-
ple times a day for years and years, then ill-
ness made that into a few days a week and
gradually a moment or perhaps two at a
time. We knew him as a special man, jok-
ingly referred to as quiet, noncommittal
and calm. To start the discussion of our
Chairman is to restate the virtue we love in
our dogs – that of unconditional loyalty.
His appreciation and respect for AKC,
dogs, our Board of Directors, delegates,
clubs, fanciers and employees, simply had
no barriers. 

I really came to know him well while serv-
ing as Vice President and being told by
both he and David Merriam that as a re-
sult of the 2002 registration meltdown I
was immediately being transferred to
North Carolina. What they didn't tell me
was that Ron would be on the next plane
where he helped in the registration de-

partment for months. He went through
every single file cabinet, emptying them of
registration forms and checks. As an older
gentleman, he earned the nickname
"Pops" from the ladies in the registration
department. I recall during a conversation
when every one of us was seated on the
floor, placing the applications into
batches, one of the ladies said to Ron,
"What do you do?" He responded, "I'm
Chairman of The American Kennel Club."
Those dear women were hysterical as the
room erupted in laughter. What a sense of
humor "Pops" had. How could this regular
guy who treated them the same way he
treated himself, with common courtesy
and without privilege, be Chairman?  We
began work every day at 7AM and stopped
at 7PM, then ending the day at dinner
with the consultants who were rebuilding
the registration process to right the sink-
ing ship. Thanks to Ron, we did. He led by
example. 

However, there is a more important side of
the man bestowed with the title Chairman
Emeritus for Life: That is Humanitarian. It
entails much more than his generous do-
nations to dog-related organizations. With-
out mentioning a single name, the people
whose lives he assisted from a health point
of view are just too, too many to count.
Standing here I am reminded of numer-
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casting piece very much started under his
purview with the direction of Gina Di-
Nardo within the AKC. His words to us
when we engaged in this about four years
ago was, we need to speak to different peo-
ple, and it's okay to do it loudly occasion-
ally. We’re following through with that. It's
very important and as our Chairman said,
this is the education and entertainment
portion of what we do for The American
Kennel Club. We talk to people who are
interested in dogs. They are interested in
purebred dogs. How does that become
part of their home?  But also, they may not
be part of the fancy, so we're looking to at-
tract them in different ways. 

What Bill, I and the rest of our team do –
and by the way, kudos to Brandi and the
PR team. We work with every department,
but PR is exceptionally important because
we're talking to people outside of our nor-
mal sphere. Broadcasting Sponsorship in
Media, we're really here building on the
mission of the AKC. All of the good things
that we do from purebred dog sports and
events, we're trying to bring that out to
new people in a very important way. We
build on that. We make it a reliable good
portion of what we do every day, but we
also do it in such a way that people are en-
tertained by it. A quiz today on what we

think about when we combine education
and entertainment. What does Christmas
Day, New Year's weekend and Super Bowl
Sunday all have in common? By the way I'll
point out, Super Bowl Sunday is the num-
ber one most viewed television day in the
entire year. The American Kennel Club
was seen by millions of people across those
three holidays. Those are family friendly
holidays, great opportunities for people to
enjoy themselves with their family, friends,
and their dog as part of that ecosystem in
their homes, and we had shows on every
one of those weekends –
for the first time in the history of The
American Kennel Club. If you were watch-
ing or maybe you had seen the press re-
leases or you heard about it afterwards,
ESPN2 chose AKC’s programming to cre-
ate a 6 ½ hour marathon of American
Kennel Club produced programming. We
had events air such as Fly Ball and our
Fastest Dogs U.S.A. We produced a new
30-minute promotional show to preview
The American Kennel Club’s National
Championship, our most prestigious event
every year. We followed up with a re-air of
AKC Agility Premier Cup which is in all-
star format. We take some of the best dogs
through all of our Agility events, which we
cover all year, and we bring them together
and create an exciting format for people

who may want to think about how to get
involved in Agility or our other sports.
These are gateway sports for people who
are considering or already own purebred
dogs to get involved with their dogs, and
we want to be part of that conversation. 

How did we get here? This started about
four years ago, 2018, 2019, where we at
The American Kennel Club, approached
Disney ESPN with the idea of expanding
television beyond Westminster, the
Philadelphia show and our National
Championship, which was currently on
Animal Planet at the time and create not
only a place for highlighting our National
Championship, but bring dog sports into
the homes of folks who were not necessar-
ily seeing it. We wanted to be a constant
companion, no pun intended, to people
who are looking to see what dogs can do
in their lives and how they can have fun
with them. The case in point and the real
moment of truth was in August 2019,
where we did an event on the campus at
ESPN in Bristol, Connecticut in the mid-
dle of their corporate environment on
their entire front lawn, basically in their
quad, where they invited a thousand ESPN
employees to come and watch an Ameri-
can Kennel Club event that we put to-
gether that featured a Meet the Breeds,

Agility, Diving and Fly Ball. It was a wild
success for the people who make the deci-
sions at Disney ESPN. At the end of it, they
gathered Dennis, Gina, Dominic and I,
and a number of folks that were there in-
cluding Bill and said this is really a new op-
portunity. By the way, we love attracting
new viewers. For us, new viewers are a vari-
ety of people not the least of which is a fe-
male audience, and Bill is going to talk a
little bit about that in a few moments. But
that's how it started and through that
point, with the onset of COVID and the
pandemic, we developed these sports to be
able to be broadcast across the ESPN and
Disney networks. Bill, please take us from
here.

Mr. Ellis: It’s very important for us as Ron
said to find a home for the AKC National
Championship to highlight that it in a new
and expanded way and also include some
of the sports that have been seen on televi-
sion like agility, but we also wanted to
make sure that we brought some of our
newer sports to this expanded audience so
that they can see it for the first time. So
that includes events like that our Canine
Detection Dog Challenge, and AKC Fastest
Dogs, which is the television title for the
sport of FastCAT®. It's important to think
about how we produce the content. The
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work on ABC, work on ESPN, work at Nat-
Geo Wild, to find places to fit these AKC
shows. Yes, we deliver the full three-hour
broadcast that you're all familiar with
which was re-aired several times, showcases
every breed, but a one-hour version gives
that programming team more flexibility to
program their channels with the one-hour
version. We’ll leave you with this. Millions,
millions, of people watched and were en-
tertained by The American Kennel Club
than ever before in its history. We reached
a brand-new audience showcasing new
sports, events, people, the human-canine
bond, and most importantly, the AKC mis-
sion. 

The Chair informed the Delegates that the
Tuesday, June 14, 2022, Delegate Meeting
will be held at the Doubletree Newark Air-
port Hotel. More detailed information will
be emailed to the Delegates as soon as it
becomes available. 

The Chair advised the Board that they
would meet in the Salem/Warren Room
across the hall right after adjournment.

Lunch will be served following the meet-
ing on the Terrace and in the Essex Ball-
room. The Delegates are reminded to
leave their badges at the registration desk
following lunch.

The following Delegates spoke during
New Business:

Karen Gunzel, Trenton Kennel Club an-
nounced that after two years of club mem-
bers storing thousands of show supplies
like rosettes, exhibitor gifts and medal-
lions, the Trenton Kennel Club will be cel-
ebrating their 100th show on May 8, 2022.
In addition to a large All-Breed show,
there will be six CAT, six FastCAT®, Obedi-
ence and Rally events. 

Sylvia Thomas, Kennel Club of Riverside
spoke as Chair and Editor of Perspectives.
She gave her appreciation to the Delegates
and AKC Staff for contributing articles to
Perspectives and to Gina DiNardo for email-
ing a PDF version of the newsletter to the
Delegates. She shared that as of the March
2022 issue, Perspectives will have a new look.
Credit was given to Russell Bianca, Direc-
tor, AKC Publications, for the suggestion
and design. Rather than starting on the
table of contents page, there will be a
cover dog on each issue. She also in-
formed the Delegates that Sharyn
Hutchens would be the coordinator for
the June 2022 issue and the deadline to
submit articles was April 15, 2022. Now, in
addition to articles, Delegates are asked to
also send high resolution photos to be
considered for the cover dog. 

Nancy Fisk, Hockamock Kennel Club ad-
vised the Delegates that 45 clubs have ap-
pointed a Junior Coordinator. She
encouraged the Delegates to have their
clubs appoint Junior Coordinators because
it’s a way to reach clubs and club members
with all of the important information
about Juniors. To get Junior Coordinators
into the system, email Mari-Beth O’Neill at
juniors@akc.org.

Suzanne Burgess, English Springer Spaniel
Field Trial Association congratulated the
Board for the efforts of AKC Communica-
tions in getting AKC out into the public. 

The Chair reminded the Board to meet
across the hall in the Salem/Warren
Room.

Hearing no further business, the Chair ad-
journed the meeting. 
(One sharp rap of the gavel.)

(Proceedings concluded at 11:24 a.m. ET.) 

The opinions expressed by the speakers may
not necessarily reflect those of The American
Kennel Club.
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http://www.americanwaterspanielclub.org/
http://theboykinspanielclub.com/
https://www.barbetclubofamerica.com
http://clubs.akc.org/brit/
http://www.amchessieclub.org/
http://www.clumbers.org/
https://www.americanspanielclub.org/
http://www.ccrca.org/
https://englishcocker.org/
http://www.esaa.com/
http://www.essfta.org/
http://www.fieldspaniels.org/
http://www.fcrsainc.org/
http://www.gspca.org/
http://www.gwpca.com/
http://www.grca.org/
http://www.gsca.org/
http://www.irishredwhitesetterassociation.com/
http://www.irishsetterclub.org/
http://iwsca.webs.com/
http://www.thelabradorclub.com/
http://nsdtrc-usa.org/
http://www.americanpointerclub.org/
http://www.spinoneclubofamerica.com/
http://www.sussexspaniels.org/
http://www.vcaweb.org/
http://weimaranerclubofamerica.org/
https://www.lagottous.com
https://www.kooikerhondjeusa.org/
http://www.wssca.com/
http://www.awpga.com/
http://www.whvca.us/
http://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.americanfoxhoundclub.org/
http://www.azawakhs.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/american_english_coonhound/index.cfm
https://www.basenji.org/
http://basset-bhca.org/
http://clubs.akc.org/NBC/
http://www.abtcc.com/
http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/bluetick_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.borzoiclubofamerica.org/
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org/
https://cirneco.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/english_foxhound/index.cfm
https://www.gbgv.net/
http://www.greyhoundclubofamericainc.org/
http://www.harrierclubofamerica.com/
http://www.ihcus.org/
http://www.iwclubofamerica.org/index.html
http://neaa.net/
http://www.otterhound.org/
http://www.pbgv.org/
http://www.ph-club.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/plott/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/redbone_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/portuguese_podengo_pequeno/index.cfm
http://www.rrcus.org/
http://www.salukiclub.org/
http://www.deerhound.org/index.shtml
http://www.americanwhippetclub.net/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/treeing_walker_coonhound/index.cfm
https://sloughi-international.com
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PARENT CLUB LINKS

Akita Alaskan 
Malamute

Anatolian 
Shepherd Dog

Bernese 
Mountain Dog

Black Russian 
Terrier

Boerboel Bullmastiff Cane Corso Chinook

Dogue de 
Bordeaux

Dogo Argentino German 
Pinscher

Giant 
Schnauzer

Great Dane Great Pyrenees Greater Swiss
Mountain Dog

Komondor Leonberger

Kuvasz Mastiff Neapolitan 
Mastiff

Newfoundland Portuguese 
Water Dog

Rottweiler
Saint Bernard Samoyed Siberian Husky Standard 

Schnauzer

Tibetan Mastiff

Boxer

WORKING GROUP TERRIER GROUP

Airedale Terrier American 
Staffordshire Terrier

Australian Terrer Bedlington Terrier Border TerrierAmerican Hairless
Terrier

Bull Terrier Cairn Terrier Cesky Terrier Dandie Dinmont
Terrier

Fox Terrier
(Smooth)

Glen of Imaal
Terrier

Irish Terrier Kerry Blue 
Terrier

Lakeland Terrier Miniature Bull
Terrier

Miniature 
Schnauzer

Norfolk Terrier Norwich Terrier Parson Russell
Terrier

Scottish Terrier

Sealyham Terrier

Rat Terrier Russell Terrier

Skye Terrier Soft Coated
Wheaten Terrier

Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier

Welsh Terrier West Highland
White Terrier

Wire Fox Terrier

Manchester 
Terrier

Doberman 
Pinscher

http://www.akitaclub.org/
http://alaskanmalamute.org/
http://www.asdca.org/
http://www.bmdca.org/
http://www.brtca.org/
http://www.americanboerboelclub.com/
http://www.bullmastiff.us/
http://www.canecorso.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/chinook/index.cfm
http://www.ddbsa.org/.
https://www.dogousa.org/
http://www.german-pinscher.com/
http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/
http://www.gdca.org/
http://www.gpcaonline.org/
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://komondorclubofamerica.org/
http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
http://www.mastiff.org/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
http://saintbernardclub.org/
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
http://www.btcoa.org/
http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
http://www.btca.com
http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
http://ddtca.org/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://sealyham.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/rat_terrier/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/russell_terrier/index.cfm
http://clubs.akc.org/skye/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
http://clubs.akc.org/wtca/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.dpca.org/


http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://biewerterrierclubofamerica.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
http://www.chihuahuaclubofamerica.com/
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://japanesechinclub.org/
http://www.americanmaltese.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
http://thepekingeseclubofamerica.net/
http://www.americanpomeranianclub.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com/
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
http://silkyterrierclub.yolasite.com/
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.usactc.org
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/norwegian_lundehund/index.cfm
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.schipperkeclub-usa.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shibas.org/index.html
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
http://www.xoloitzcuintliclubofamerica.org/


PARENT CLUB LINKS

Australian 
Cattle Dog

Australian 
Shepherd

Bearded Collie Beauceron Belgian 
Malinois

Belgian Sheepdog Berger PicardBelgian Tervuren Bergamasco

Bouvier des 
Flandres

Briard Canaan Dog Cardigan Welsh
Corgi

Collie (Rough)

Collie (Smooth) Entlebucher
Mountain Dog

German Shepherd
Dog

Finnish 
Lapphund

Icelandic 
Sheepdog

Miniature American
Shepherd

Norwegian
Buhund

Old English 
Sheepdog

Pembroke Welsh
Corgi

Polish Lowland
Sheepdog

Puli Pyrenean 
Shepherd

Pumi Shetland 
Sheepdog

Swedish 
Vallhund

Spanish Water
Dog

Border Collie

HERDING GROUP
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http://www.akc.org/events/handlers
www.akc.org/events/junior-showmanship/junior-clinics/
http://www.akc.org/events/handlers/adult-clinics/
https://my.royalcanin.com/
https://www.acdca.org/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.picards.us
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/bca/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/finnish_lapphund/index.cfm
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
http://www.pumiclub.org
http://www.assa.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/
http://www.swdclub.org/
http://www.bordercolliesociety.com/
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