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e are very excited 
for spring and sum-
mer as we begin 
a gradual journey 

back to live in-person events, and as we are 
seeing more and more clubs find safe ways to 
host them. April live events are down 7 per-
cent from 2019, and May events are down 4 
percent compared to 2019 across AKC sports. 
After a long year of rescheduling and cancella-
tions, seeing the increase in events is a sign of 
a return to normalcy. 

We hosted the AKC National Agility 
Championship, on March 26 to 28 in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, at the Tulsa Expo Center. This 
annual competition brought out the best of 
our canine athletes. Last year’s event was 
postponed due to the pandemic, so we were 
thrilled to welcome more than 1,100 dogs 
from 49 states competing for championship 
titles. There were many safety precautions 
in place, including no spectators at the trial, 
social distancing, temperature checks, face 
coverings, and sanitation stations readily avail-

able for participants and staff. If you missed 
any of the action, go to AKC.tv to see the 
preliminary competitions and preferred finals. 
The ESPN app will carry the Finals competi-
tion, on demand, for the next 30 days. 

We will kick off the month of May with 
National Purebred Dog Day. This tribute was 
originally created by Colorado fancier Susi 
Szeremy in 2013 as a way to increase aware-
ness and celebrate the many ways purebred 
dogs better our lives. Thousands of breeders 
and dog owners from across the United States 
celebrate purpose-bred dogs and the predict-
ability of breeds during NPDD on social-me-
dia platforms. We look forward to celebrating 
our dogs and educating the public about why 
we hold our breeds so dear.

May also brings the return of the wildly pop-
ular AKC Agility Premier Cup. The second 
annual event is set to take place on May 15 in 
Ocala, Florida, at the newly completed World 
Equestrian Center, with the same COVID 
precautions in place that we used in Tulsa. 
This event is an all-star display of canine 

talent and athleticism. The top agility com-
petitors and their handlers from around the 
country will be invited to compete at the elite 
event achieving honors and competing for 
cash prizes. The show will be aired on ESPN 
at a later date which we will happily provide 
to you.

There are so many great things to share with 

you, and we look forward to even more as the 
summer approaches. We wish you a healthy 
and safe spring.

w

Dennis B. Sprung
President and CEO

Things Are 
           Warming Up



mailto:vxr%40akc.org%20?subject=
https://www.jamesgelliott.com/
mailto:gazette%40akcg?subject=


The Labrador Retriever is 
America’s favorite dog breed  
for the 30th consecutive year, 

according to rankings based on AKC 
individual-dog registrations for 2020.

While the reliable Lab holds a long 
sit at the top of the rankings, the 
French Bulldog continues to rise in 
popularity. The Frenchie climbed 
to second place in 2020, pushing the 
German Shepherd Dog down to 
third. The German Shepherd had 
been the second most popular AKC 
breed since 2009. 

Rounding out the top 10 breeds 
are the Golden Retriever, Bulldog, 
Poodle, Beagle, Rottweiler, German 
Shorthaired Pointer, and, nosing 

in seven years, the Dachshund. 
AKC Executive Secretary Gina 

DiNardo says, “America’s love for 
Labs is undeniable. They’re such ver-
satile, family-friendly dogs that it’s no 
wonder they’ve been so popular for 
30 years.” 

The French Bulldog, however, 
seems poised to end the Lab’s reign. 

“The playful, adaptable 
Frenchie has become 
increasingly popular over 
the past decade and shows 
no signs of slowing down,” 
DiNardo says. “As always, 
we encourage people to do 
their research to make sure 
they are not just getting a 
purebred dog, but most 

importantly a well-bred dog from a 
responsible breeder.”

Among urbanites, the Labrador 
Retriever was the number-one breed 
in Milwaukee, Salt Lake City, and 
Albany, New York.

Breeds completing a decade of 
impressive gains in the rankings 
include the Dalmatian (number 69 in 
2010; 51 in 2020), Samoyed (num-
ber 72 in 2010; 56 in 2020), German 
Wirehaired Pointer (number 74 in 
2010; 60 in 2020), Giant Schnauzer 
(number 96 in 2010; 67 in 2020), 
Anatolian Shepherd Dog (number 
112 in 2010; 85 in 2020), and Boykin 
Spaniel (number 136 in 2010; 87 in 
2020).
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Three Decades of   

Lab Love

Labrador Retriever: 
The long, long sit

French Bulldog: Number 
two with a bullet

The Labrador Retriever is America’s sweetheart for a 30th straight 
year, but a little Frenchman is gaining on him.

Dachshund: 
10th, by a 
nose

German Shepherd 
Dog: Shifts into 
third



https://www.geico.com/landingpage/member-discount/?logo=70907
https://www.stainmaster.com/petprotect-best-flooring-for-dogs?gclsrc=aw.ds&gclid=CjwKCAjw07qDBhBxEiwA6pPbHkeHFK74HiONQS1C12rUnNRzvRb_sioFthh3vhMtXO2EHnWK1qa6_hoCgiEQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-crowns-new-national-agility-champions/


https://www.akcchf.org/canine-health/top-health-concerns/tick-borne-disease/tick-borne-disease-initiative.html?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20210407_chf_newsletter_spring&utm_term=202008_chf_newsletter
https://www.petsandparasites.org/parasite-prevalence-maps#/2018/all/lyme-disease/dog/united-states/
https://puredogtalk.com/podcast/researching-connections-between-ticks-and-cancer-other-disease-pure-dog-talk/
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/078bd1a8#/078bd1a8/15
https://www.akc.org/products-services/magazines/family-dog/
https://dogwriters.org
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/e053e7af#/e053e7af/9
https://dogwriters.org/nominees/2020-nominees-award-finalists/
https://dogwriters.org/nominees/2020-nominees-award-finalists/


https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-breeder-rewards-program


The 2020 AKC Rally National  

Championship took place in  

Orlando on December 11, 2020, in 

conjunction with the AKC National 

Championship presented by Royal 

Canin, bringing together 411 top com-

petitors from across the country. It 

was a one-day event, with dogs meet-

ing entry eligibility requirements at 

more than 1,000 events over the past 

year. The top 10 dogs in each of the 

six classes were  

recognized for their cumulative  

performances. 

“The dogs who competed in this 

event are considered among the best 

of the best,” says Pamela Manaton, 

AKC director of Obedience, Rally and 

Tracking. 

Link

Rally/Obedience National Champions
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https://youtu.be/1igPTJ9FpWo
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FEATURE
Invitational, and helped pave the 
way for the AKC agility program. 
He left the AKC in 1998 and 
returned to judging. 

Squires, a grandfather of 10, is 
today an emeritus judge. In 2015, 
he received an AKC Lifetime 
Achievement Award for his contri-
butions to the realm of companion 
events.

How can you tell which 
pup in the litter is the 
performance pup?

Start off just by observing 
the puppies. Are they active? 
Do the play? Do they pay 
any attention to you? And 
there are little things you 
can do. Roll a pup over on 
his back, rub their tummy a 
little, and hold them there. 
The dog that goes limp and 
stays limp is maybe a little 
too submissive. The pup that 
right away starts biting your 
hand, is maybe too aggres-
sive. The dog that sort of lies 
there, tolerates it a little, then 
starts getting uncomfortable 
and wants to get out of that 
position, that’s the middle 

ground. And that’s what 
you’re hunting for. 

A pup that’s either too 
aggressive or too shy is 
maybe not a good candidate. 
Doesn’t mean they won’t 
make excellent pets, just 
that they’ll probably more 
challenging to train for com-
petition. We’re looking for 
an even, middle-of-the-road 
temperament—but with a 
lot of energy. A dog with no 
energy is difficult to train.

In a class I was teach-
ing, there was a girl with a 
Golden Retriever. An easy 
breed to train. But this dog 
was a nightmare. It had no 
personality. It was neither 
timid nor shy nor aggres-
sive. It was nothing. A class 
I taught later had two dogs 
that were exactly the same. 
Turns out, these three dogs 
were from the same litter. 
And I got talking to one of 
the owners, I said, “When 
you went to look at the litter, 
what did you see?” And the 
woman said, “We always got 
there right after they ate, so 

they were always sleeping.” I 
said, “Did you ever see them 
play?” She said, “No.”

Yet another way is to pinch 
that little bit of skin between 
the pup’s toes—not too hard, 
now. The dog that shows no 
reaction might be a little too 
insensitive, and the one that 

right away bites you might be 
too aggressive. The dog that’s 
in the middle is probably 
your best bet for training in 
any kind of work.

What breed are you 
looking for? 

Certain breeds react to 

handlers, on command, to 
do their work. Those animals 
are easier to train. That can 
be anything from a Border 
Collie to a Golden Retriever 
to a German Shepherd Dog. 
If you’re already a great train-
er-handler, go ahead and try 
some of the more challenging 

breeds. But if you’re just get-
ting started, you want to start 
with a puppy that should be 
easier to train. 

For agility, I want a fast dog 
who pays attention to me. For 
obedience, the speed isn’t quite 
as important, but the enthusi-
asm still has to be there.

“Start off just by observing the puppies. Are they active? 
Do they play?”









https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFPqNj9unF4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8DofpDtcrGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56W5gFiUxd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NCbpv9NZS-o
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have been on loan for just a 
very short time, it is OK if you 
decide not to stay … but please 

don’t open your eyes and look at me 
and then die, for that destroys 
me more than you will ever 

know.”
In recognizing the Thou, even 

breeders, many who already 

experience real and regu-
lar connections with nature 
through dog rearing, become 
re-engaged and experience 
the profound fullness in the 
eloquence of nature in recog-
nizing Thou even in very young 
puppies. 

SILENT CONVERSATIONS
To be sure, people who 

spend time with their dogs 
carry on daily silent conver-
sations in glance exchanges 

with their dogs. They come 
to know and respect their 
dogs as individuals through 
their responsive interactions 
with them. Jon Katz, author 
of Soul of a Dog, writes, “Every 
dog is unique, and so is our 
relationship with him or her.” 
These dynamic connections 
enable people to sense the 
completeness of their dogs, 
and recognizing Thou in other 
brings awe. This profound full-
ness is that which Borgmann 

describes when he explains 
the richness of experience 
that comes in connecting with 
nature.—T.L.

Dr. Tracie Laliberte is an AKC 
Breeder of Merit and the author of 
From the Desk of a Dog Diva. 

“I’m a lifelong enthusiast of pure-
bred dogs,” she says. “My love and 
dedication to our lives with dogs 
inspired me to study the human-ca-
nine relationship for my Ph.D. dis-
sertation.”

“Welcome to the world, little one!”

“A person’s discovery 
of the Thou in a  
canine companion is a 
profoundly reorienting 
force as it spiritually 
crosses the human- 
canine divide.”



http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/980cc33d#/980cc33d/9
https://lakesregionkennelclub.org/
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try to place the question of color in its proper 

matters for breeders of Brittanys to consider. 
These are stamina, nose, pointing instinct, 
intelligence and shyness, to name but a few.”

*Author’s note: I believe probably, at this point, 
enough has been said about color or lack thereof. Leave 
it to the reader for their thoughts and consideration.

’Nuf said!

davidawebb@aol.com
American Brittany Club

Pointers

Our guest columnist for this issue is 
Christine Pinkston.

SEND NEWCOMERS TO BREEDERS OF 
INTEGRITY 

A mentor for the show- or companion-dog 

Uh-oh. Is it pos-

time-for-you types. But for those seekers who 
are pure of heart and purpose, a good mentor 

-

to be one of these. And, if that’s not in your 

will help. 
Each time we place a dog, we are automat-

ically accepting the role. Try to approach 

your “student” feel welcome to contact you. 
And when a newbie approaches you, all star-
ry-eyed and asking ridiculous questions, take 
a deep breath, and remember that maybe that 

When I told a couple (who bought one of 

A reputable breeder will 
be a good resource for 
each dog they place and 
will follow up on the 
dog’s welfare for a  
lifetime.

mailto:davidawebb%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.theamericanbrittanyclub.org/


mailto:seasydehm%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.americanpointerclub.org


mailto:chexsix%40mac.com?subject=
https://www.gspca.org/
https://www.gspca.org/
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Yby his antics. I call them “antics,” but if I did 
not know the breed, I would be panicking about 

-

-
sponds to the wolf pup’s ability  

 
excursions.

on the counter. To him, no shelf is too high, no 
counter too deep. This can, of course, be dan-

the same thing and walked around the house 

not the dog’s fault that he is curious. 

than one try, but there is no baby gate that he 

work to open a gate, no matter how long that 

securing them.
Persistence is the hallmark of the Curly-

friend of mine told me that a Curly is sent 

-
ing their quarry. The Curly gladly performs 
cleanup. It is precisely the kind of challenge he 

Jenny, thanks so much for such a charm-
ing column. Also, in England, during the big 

known as the “pickup dog” who did indeed 

A quick reminder to Curly owners: Our 

http://www.
ccrca.org for complete information.

annshinkle@aol.com

Golden Retrievers
A BRIGHT LIGHT IN A BAD YEAR

Tgloomy prospects for most Americans. 
I, for one, often turned to my sweet Golden 

comfort. 
I was also cheered at some good news from 

of Veterinary Medicine oncology professors 

predominantly large breeds (which includes 

While the tumors can occur in any bone, 
they most commonly occur on the dog’s leg, 
frequently a front leg, causing swelling and 

-
tation is usually necessary. 

-

limb. Following amputation of that limb, the 

Curly-Coated Retriever

http://www.ccrca.org
http://www.ccrca.org
mailto:annshinkle%40aol.com?subject=
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tumor cells are collected and sent to the Elias 

-
tions, which stimulates the dog’s immune sys-

-

cine, the blood now contains lymphocytes, 
-

attack the cancer cells. These lymphocytes 
are separated, collected, and sent to the Elias 

-

still present somewhere in the dog’s body. 

lymphocytes that is then transfused into the 

weeks. 

-

undergoing chemotherapy. A retired racing 

-

there are many more “Rubys” in the future of 
this research. 

Outside of the research world, a dog diag-
-

-

two years.

at https:/eliasanimalhealth.com/eci-osa-04/.
-

cer, the long-term goal is to extrapolate any 

 
information on this study or others being  

website.

nona@nonabauer.com
  

Labrador Retrievers

Our column for this issue is by Jennifer 
Broome. Jennifer has been a profes-

family dogs for obedience as well as special-

helping them to locate dogs that best match 
their family, teaching about good breeders 

Golden Retreiver

https:/eliasanimalhealth.com/eci-osa-04/
https://missouri.edu
https://missouri.edu
mailto:nona%40nonabauer.com?subject=
http://www.grca.org
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training at a time. 

FOUR ESSENTIAL LESSONS FOR EVERY 
PUP

Friendly, active, outgoing. Ranked number one in 
AKC breed popularity.
embodies such admirable characteristics that 
truly make them wonderful family compan-
ions. With such amazing temperaments and 
fabulous dispositions, these dogs almost train 

Well, no, not really. All puppies should be 

rules from a young age that will be the foun-
dation to their education as they mature and 

crate time to teach patience, quiet time, and 
politeness. Pups need to learn proper social 

and be allowed free time to play and let loose 
their inner “wild child,” and they need plenty 
of exercise. Finally, pups need consistent 
learning moments of concentration to get in a 
focused mindset to begin obedience basics. 

are easily shaped by their human handlers. 
Excited greetings from family, friends, and 

encourage, allow, and nurture excitement 
from their puppies help to mold and shape 

the dog’s entire life. 

I want the adult

an adult dog, then why allow it as a puppy? 
Too many owners are fooled into a pup’s 
cuteness and neglect to enforce a consistent 

legs or biting your hands no longer cute?

bring a new dog into the home, puppies are 

and too much interaction with play, excite-

calm, quiet, gentle time, patience, and obedi-

you consistently and diligently taught this 
puppy? 

a puppy, starting right at 8 weeks. While the 

Lab pups should be con-
sistently taught a set of 
rules from a young age.



https://thelabradorclub.com/
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record heat for the Amateur Championship, 
while a cold front brought in drench-
ing rain and cooler weather for the Open 

situation, though, as the winning runs in both 
stakes were classic bird dog runs. 

they got along with their brace-mate as they 
proceeded around the course, followed by 

horseback. The scouts helped locate the dog 
if he was out of sight on point. The gallery got 
to watch all the fun as the handler dismounted 

bird. The dog must remain still during this pro-

helped the handler by holding the horse during 
the bird work, and then take the dog forward to 
be released to run and hunt once again.

While handling from horseback was the 
norm, some successful handlers chose to walk 
the stake to handle their dogs. Quail were 

the grounds and pheasants were released in 
the neighboring Wildlife Management Area, 

the weather for awards, and many people 
camped in anything from car-campers or 

-
cles. Others elected to stay in nearby motels.

-
pionship by earning a “broke dog” place-

the required placement. Field Champions, 

Champion, and bench champions all com-

In addition to the long streamer rosettes, sil-

all placements. The winners also won embroi-
dered chairs along with the right to add NFC 
or NAFC in front of their dog’s name. 

From Kay Fouhey:

Association of America grounds in Medford, 
New Jersey, on a warm fall day. We were all 

committee. They all worked tirelessly to pre-

As I sat on the desk and looked across the 

history of this historic site, which was founded 

ran in competition here! Now it’s my turn to 

least.
It was interesting to see the mix of setters 

in the competition. One might imagine a lot 

entries, there were many bench dogs with 
champion titles and a wide range of additional 

As I explored the grounds, I found the 

our dogs are at rest. A peaceful place for our 
loyal friends.

their braces on horseback and others walking 

so it was a quick dunk before most of the dogs 
ran!

-
ners, lots of stories, laughs (some at our own 

learned, and the passing of this learning to 

took an interest in the exhibitors and wanted 
them to be successful. The prizes and rib-
bons were beautiful, and there was wonderful 
sportsmanship and support from all the  
exhibitors.

English Setter National Championship (November 
11 and 12, 2020) Medford, New Jersey

Placements:

Awards of Merit.



mailto:eshever%40embarqmail.com?subject=
http://www.esaa.com
mailto:dunbargs%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
http://www.gsca.org
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We will continue this discussion.

erinfyr@gmail.com
 

Clumber Spaniels

W -
-

CLUMBER SPANIELS AND AKC TRICK 
DOG TRAINING

earn titles along with traditional companion 

require some athletic ability plus time outside 
the home, which is not always possible. Trick 

with your Clumber at home for only a short 
period each day, and once your Clumber 

with rewards, there is no end to what can be 

part of your life, and learning new skills when 

alone makes the whole process well worth the 

-

cial treat used only for training. The basic 
“sit and down” is a good beginning, leading 
to hand signals and other “tricks.” Be quick 
to reward with a special treat for the slightest 

successful, always keeping the training period 

with a willingness to learn more. Be enthusi-

and if your Clumber defaults in a skill already 

-

that for teaching other tricks. Teach the dog 

a treat with the command, gradually elimi-

into a basket. Clumbers are great at using 
their noses, so encourage this by hiding a 

Clumber to be successful so he is willing to keep 
trying. My Clumber clearly understood “down,” 

-

obedience and rally, such as circle left and right, 

-

time spent with your Clumber will reward 

Thanks, Gail! 

Clumber Spaniels  
(Reuben Ward Binks)

mailto:erinfyr%40gmail.com?subject=
https://irishsetterclub.org/


mailto:bryantfreeman72%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.Clumbers.org
http://lyndabeam.zenfolio.com


http://www.americanspanielclub.org
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diagnosis and treatment earlier than other 
dogs who grow sick more gradually. 

-

diagnosing and treating symptoms early, 
rather than late.

dads, blastomycosis is only one of many dan-
gerous fungal diseases waiting to creep into 

Histoplasmosis is found most often in soils 

wooded areas, be sure to check out the looks, 
smells, and any area residents’ knowledge of 

-

a fecal and urine sample, and add blood  

diagnosis.
Cryptococcosis, another fungus often found in 

soils rich in bird and bat excrement, occurs 
most often in areas that are damp most of the 

mounds. Along with the usual fungal infection 

 
symptoms.

Coccidioidomycosis, often called “Valley 

near dry, dusty soil that has been stirred up 

winds, earthquakes or any digging in arid 
areas harboring the fungal coccidioides spores 

symptom will be a cough, which should not be 
ignored. 

Aspergillosis
in all parts of the country, found in most soil, 
especially in dry grass, dusty locations, and 

-
ing, sneezing, and bleeding, aspergillosis can 
spread into the dog’s bone marrow and bones.

-
ful of the types of soil and surroundings where 
dogs delight to unleash their miraculous 

coughing, or other symptoms that may be a 

dog’s nose.

saf@abrohamneal.com

Association 

Field Spaniels
INTRODUCING A STUDENT TO 
STANDARDS

W
show family, others become enamored with 

really seeing the beauty of the dog. All of us at 
one point go through an initial learning of our 
chosen breed or in the study of breeds, what 
makes a good-quality specimen, and how can 
you see it?

-
-

begin to really understand what it means to be 

feel structure. This is where exposure to many 

or fancier won’t understand head planes or 

properties of front and rear assembly if they 

these things with new and experienced dog-

be afraid to tackle commonly seen faults.
Most AKC breed standards as they are 

phrases and descriptors that can help one to 

of the extremes to which those characteristics 

-
pose a “good” feature from a fault. Photos are 

is a real education when you get to see and lay 

in photographs. 

-

Along with new fanciers learning to stack and 
set a dog quickly, they should also learn the 

what they need to determine proportions and 
construction of an animal.

Try role-playing with new owners, handlers, 

mailto:saf%40abrohamneal.com?subject=
http://essfta.org/
http://essfta.org/
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and feel.
Note a dog’s expression, shape and place-

ment of features. Consider the bite, the length 

and purpose of the neck as they examine, 
including prosternum, the front assembly 
placement, layback of shoulder, and foreleg 
bone. Talk about a dog’s spring of rib and 

length of loin, what is and isn’t appropriate for 
hallmark characteristics of the breed. Note the 
underline with “little or no tuck-up,” and also 

dog. In general, toplines show dips with front 
issues, and roaches hunches with rear issues. 

carriage and proper display while hand- 

 
understood.

Many new handlers struggle as they learn 
to gait, and understanding footfalls and 

on their presentation.

grooming and handling techniques of the 
-

dard in terms of purpose, knowing why these 
characteristics are important to the work they 

-
tage. 

that partnership in really knowing the animal 

being able to get their best performance. All 
-

terns to work with. Be kind in respecting their 

new owner truly understand what those sec-
tions and words mean in the standard? Take 

understanding anatomy, biomechanics, con-
formation, and type. 

shannontrodgers@gmail.com

Irish Water Spaniels
JOIN FELLOW IRISH WATER SPANIEL 
LOVERS ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Nother social media sites where the Irish 

media pages:
The main : 

Facebook Group: 

Field Spaniel

mailto:shannontrodgers%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.fieldspaniels.org
https://www.facebook.com/IWSCA/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/587531408082300/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/587531408082300/
https://www.facebook.com/IrishWaterSpanielPhotography
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. 
-

-

with some old friends. Now is the time to 
make that switch to social media!

Club news is also sent out through occa-

Facebook pages. And of course, there’s the 
Rat Tails, edited 

by Edith Blackswell, which all members 

Chair

Sussex Spaniels
2020: A CHALLENGING YEAR

there were many more girls than boys, a trend 

interesting to see if that continues, as histori-

girls, including the six-year period in England 

Of course, that is the way things go some-

If your waiting list has people wanting girls, you will 
have all boys.

If your waiting list has people wanting boys, you will 
have girls.

If you enter a bitch in an obedience class at a show, 
she will come in season just after entries close.

If you enter a special in a show under a judge who 
has liked him or her in the past, your dog will either 

blow all their coat or limp.
And on and on.

to the breed:

some beautiful paintings to our National auc-

one of them. Betty is one of our Board mem-
bers, and we send her our sympathy.

Johnny” was not only a well known musi-

shows in the years before he was old enough 

Engbertson, longtime member, board mem-

much to introduce new people to the breed. 

(We lost all three to age-related causes, not 

Not only will we miss these stalwart support-
ers of the breed, but also, the breed needs new 

Irish Water 
Spaniel

https://www.facebook.com/IrishWaterSpanielPhotography
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2672937669593013/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2672937669593013/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/699685524182294/
https://twitter.com/IWSAmerica
https://www.instagram.com/iwsamerica/
https://www.pinterest.com/IrishWaterSpaniel
https://youtu.be/FG7sFF9FVb4
https://www.iwsca.org/


mailto:ZIYADAHreg%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.sussexspaniels.org/
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mailto:zarasweimaraners%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.weimaranerclubofamerica.org
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mailto:Eboracumk9%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://asdca.org
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shoulder to open into a full range of motion 

under the body toward a center point as speed 
increases. A dog too straight in the shoulder 

caused by an upright shoulder, a short upper 
-

lation in the rear is not ideal for endurance in 
the working dog. 

-

-

of energy. The BRT’s gait should be solid 
and powerful with purpose to maximize 

As Rachel Page Elliott wrote, “Gait tells 
much about the dog’s structure that is not 

his physical coordination, balance of body and 
soundness.”

The July column will continue discussion of 
the breed standard, with a look at structure.

leighfost@gmail.com
Black Russian Terrier Club of America 

Boxers
JUST SOME FACTS ... JUST SOME 
STATS

I
 

“The Black Russian Terrier covers a lot of 
ground through strong reach of the forelegs 
and drive of the hindquarters.”

mailto:leighfost%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.brtca.org/
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college, and my parents had bought a Vizsla 
puppy and were encouraged to show her by 
the breeder. They entered that show (one of 

come home from college to show Greta at a 

been to a dog show.

with the Boxer breed and the camaraderie 
and competition of dog shows. Within the 
year, I had graduated from college and pur-

It is interesting to follow the growth and 

the day before the Westminster Kennel Club 

growing to multiple days, changing to a May 

Indianapolis, Indiana. The one-day show has 

showcase of the breed.

escalation of growth of the breed. The ABC 

the national specialty had a total entry of 

Eastern shows.
After many years, the decline began. Times 

and lifestyles were changing.
-

we saw the number of litters registered decline 

in the top ten breeds as far as popularity, 

-
ing increased owner interaction with their 
Boxer, participation in dog sports has greatly 
changed.

there is no show comparable to the national 
specialty. It is the yearly pilgrimage.

The national specialty, always a week of 

Boxer Ch. Bang Away of 
Sirrah Crest



mailto:arribatali%40aol.com?subject=
https://www.americanboxerclub.org/
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an excellent guide for mentors: “The delicate 
balance of mentoring someone is not creating 

be exponentially shortened through access-
ing the experiences and wisdom of longtime 
breeders. Think of how knowing hard-learned 

similar heartaches. Think of how much better 

-
ney. And then another, and another …

-
ther, it is by standing on the shoulders of 
giants.” What could be more impactful for 

help our breeders and our breed. Now is time 
for the ABA to create both a breeder mentor-

Thank you, Alan.

tryumphe@comcast.net
 

Dogues de Bordeaux
HISTORY AND THE BREED STANDARD

T -

-
formation in minute detail. There are reasons 
for its thoroughness. A study of a breed’s his-

into understanding a breed standard’s intent. 
-

ney requires a similar analysis of the totality of 
the factors that created the breed as we know 

-
dard and phenotype results from a concerted 

-
ciers of the breed who saw a need to standard-
ize breed type and establish a standard that 

the French called “monstrosities” or “hyper 
types.”

that were totally out of proportion to a dog’s 
-

ples of “hyper type” and required elimination 
-

butes of balance, moderation, and function as 
a working breed. 

the breed, each type named for the area of 

the Parisian, Toulouse, and Bordeaux. The 
Parisian looked somewhat like an English 

head for its body size, with less wrinkle. The 
Toulouse type had a skull that was strong but 
not trapezoidal-shaped, and a longer muzzle 
that was wide and powerful at the base but 

During the latter half of the 19th century there 
were three distinct types of the breed, each 
named for the area of France where it was 
prevalent, consisting of (clockwise from top) 
the Parisian, Toulouse, and Bordeaux types.

mailto:tryumphe%40comcast.net?subject=
https://bullmastiff.us/
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tal change. The number of things they can do 
independently is more constrained than the 

up. In addition, there are more daily stressors, 
more noise, more people, and more reasons 
for an alarm barker to sound the alarm. There 

territory they don’t control, full of things they 
don’t always understand.

And yet they’re still the same dogs. The 
German Pinscher is still, as he was a hundred 
years ago, a medium-sized, short-coated dog 
with a strong, square build. German Pinschers 
are energetic, watchful, alert, agile, fearless, 
determined, intelligent, and loyal. They like 

explore and understand things on their own.

work of a general farm dog, they still possess 
many characteristics that make them good 
modern-day companions. They’re easy keep-
ers. They’re generally healthy. They’re smart 
and generally happy. In addition, there are a 

to world-class health care, regular exercise, and 

Is it a better life? A worse one? 

It pays, though, to remember that dogs, like 
us, need time to relax and to step away from 

explore. To sit in the sun. To be dogs.

charmingbillie@gmail.com
German Pinscher Club of America  

Great Pyrenees 
“DIS-A-PYRS” AND SHAPESHIFTERS

There is an old anecdote in the Great 

-
shifters. They can squeeze through openings 
in a fence like a mouse trying to get into a 
quarter-inch hole. For some Pyrs, the expan-

why good fencing is so important when you 
own a Great Pyrenees.

I used to laugh when friends of mine would 
show me the size of a hole in the fence that 

German Pinscher

mailto:charmingbillie%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.germanpinscher.org
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https://leonbergerclubofamerica.com
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How to Avoid a Scam:
Research, research, research! If you are looking 

ready to go at all times!
If something seems suspicious on a breeder’s 

site, it probably is … look elsewhere.

belongs to the MCOA and registers their dogs 
-

that conforms to claims the breeder has made.
Ensure there is a contract to establish expec-

tations between you and your breeder that 
you can read early on in your relationship. 

If you are not grilled with many questions 
from your selected breeder about your knowl-

run 
away!

Be prepared with your own questions, 
guided by your initial research.

Final advice: 

-
sional-appearing websites.

While this has been a rather barren period 
in terms of all-breed shows, try to attend any 

Study

correspondingsecy@klcassociates.com 

Neapolitan Mastiffs
CLUB MEMBERSHIP

A -

-
tors:

First, many besotted Mastino owners of their 

world of the AKC nor the traditional sense of 
honor in belonging to the breed’s AKC parent 
club.

unique in the purebred world, they regard 

-
munity embraced the use of the Internet early 

(access to photos, stories, and education, and 
most importantly a sense of connection with 

without any of the pesky accompanying obli-
gations to commit to any group, attitude, or to 

-
ber of the parent club to enter any shows, to 
donate to trophies for specialties, to attend the 
annual celebratory banquet, to buy any item, 
to see photographs on the internet, or to read 
the stories. On the internet you are free to kib-

-
cation, without waiting for the club to publish 

can feel connected to others around the coun-
try and the world for free.

announce they’re starting a “new competing 
club” (a common occurrence in the pre-AKC 

chat room or a Facebook group and instantly 
gains followers. Too many well-meaning club 
members become hesitant to defend the club 

but it is only one in the midst of many.
Curiously, not all of the nonmembers 

criticize the club. Instead, they oh-so-mag-
nanimously announce support of the club’s 
actions. They make it clear that they’re not a 
member of the club “because of politics,” but 
they are proud to say they can still acknowl-
edge when the club does good (making them-

of members. A few are AKC folk who, 

-

get all the work done with such a small group, 
but we struggle on with determination because 

support of the large portion of the Mastino 
-

ers. For example, donations to our nation-
al-specialty trophies come from equal parts 
members and non-members. Entries at our 
national and other specialties are about half 
from members and as many if not more from 
non-members. 

celebration banquet at the national and inter-
est in our education on the standard and 

mailto:correspondingsecy%40klcassociates.com?subject=
http://mastiff.org/
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Siberian Huskies

Our guest columnists this month are Joe 

THE FOUNDATION UPON WHICH A CLUB 
IS BUILT

Grooming supplies, check. Bait, check. 

AKC parent clubs being as diligent about 

corporate registration? 

its attitude and steady-as-you-go in its approach 
to our club foundation documents. But like a 

past couple of years, and what is essential for 
any club’s basis for operations. 

Breed standard.
standard has always recognized “all” colors 

-

and posted a warning for members and 

merle and brindle, with additional guidance to 
-

member webinars and seminars designed to 
illuminate the need for the proposed changes 

Board.
Constitution and bylaws (CBL).

with the legal requirements of our state of 
incorporation, and it was not up to date with 
regard to current AKC policies, guidelines, 

communications to “snail mail” or in-person 

-
fronted it.

This modernization did not come easily, 

website, notices by email, and more online 
meetings and seminars, which will result in 
a new era of club functionality and reduced 

expenses. In an age of existential threats to 
the dog fancy at large and to such historic 

is essential. 
Standing Rules. -

-

been well accessed or updated. In response, 

of the standing rules, to recommend the res-
olution of any standing rules in seeming con-

dissemination of the policies in the care of the 

embodiment of our club’s institutional mem-
ory, and we are according them the impor-

can be considered the “foundation” docu-

records that are also important and legally 

lose both their incorporation and their IRS tax sta-
tus

maintain corporate registrations. The desig-
nated registered agent must also be periodically 

Siberian Husky: February 1999 (Kent and 
Donna Dannen photo)



mailto:klonaquay%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.shca.org
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core group are the puppy owners who buy 
from them, and who become an extended 
family. Expanding the base further, we can 

-
cerned for the future of the breed. Ideally, 
we should encourage and support each other 

-
-

fractured, at best, but rather than dwell on 
the past, let’s consider what can be accom-
plished if we pull together rather than pull 

our puppy buyers, and our breed in general. 
These include a written breed standard as 

-
ship. We can embrace our annual national 
specialty, where those standards are exempli-

-
cation, and where fanciers can meet and build 

breed by sharing health information, identify-
ing common problems, and working together 
to eliminate those problems from the breed. 
We can participate in and support research 

as a whole needs to demand compliance with 
health-testing recommendations, encourage 

courage to come forward and speak up when 
a health issue has presented in the breed. 
Those who comply with all recommended 
health testing can be recognized as an incen-

A community of established and experienced 
owners and breeders can act as mentors to 
new members by sharing experiences, answer-

-

coming hand rather than a cold shoulder. 

breed to the general public with an honest 
and realistic portrayal of breed temperament 
and characteristics. This will help to ensure 
that potential puppy buyers choose the right 
breed for their home and family, and are 
educated and prepared for owning a Tibetan 

rehomed or abandoned. 
Working together, the community can be a 

port in the storm, a place of refuge for own-

situation where they are unable to manage or 

the situation escalates to the point of spinning 
out of control. 

-
-

each other in the back. 

could accomplish with a strong breed commu-

debmayer@thetatek.com

Tibetan Mastiff

mailto:debmayer%40thetatek.com?subject=
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org
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      ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETING
The next meeting of the Delegates will be

held via Zoom Webinar on Tuesday, June 8,
2021 beginning at 12:00 p.m. Eastern Time.
It will follow the Delegates Forum which will
begin at 11:00 a.m. ET.

DELEGATES CREDENTIALS 
Christopher R. Abraham, Pasco, WA,

Richland Kennel Club 
Dana L. Alexander, Chandler AZ, 

Superstition Kennel Club
Jill Faulmann, Sherwood, OR,

Sherwood Dog Training Club 
Jane Fitzin, Powhatan, VA, 

Winston-Salem Dog Training Club
Eduardo Toshio Fugiwara, Hampton, NJ,

Two Cities Kennel Club 
Vanessa Giamo, Newton, NJ,

Miniature Bull Terrier Club of America 
Laurie Green, Toledo, OH,

Lewiston-Auburn Kennel Club 
Corie Haylett, Boone, NC,

Asheville Kennel Club 
Edwin T. Lorentz, Slippery Rock, PA,

Central Beagle Club 
Kathy A. Rust, Walcott, ND,

Vizsla Club of America
Mark S. Stempel, Bohemia, NY,

American Shih Tzu Club 
Lynne Wickens, Andover, OH,

Ashtabula Kennel Club 

NOTICE
Mr. Robert Gipson (Sikeston, MO). Action
was taken by the Southeastern Missouri
Beagle Club for conduct at its December 6,
2020 event.  Mr. Gipson was charged with
inappropriate, abusive, or foul language di-
rected personally towards a judge.  The
Staff Event Committee reviewed the com-
mittee’s report and set the penalty at a six-
month suspension of event privileges and a
$500 fine, effective December 30, 2020.
(Beagles)

NOTICE  
Ms. Megan Smith (Yuma, AZ). Action was

taken by the Yuma Kennel Club for con-
duct at its November 27, 2020 event.  Ms.
Smith was charged with inappropriate,
abusive, or foul language.  The Staff Event
Committee reviewed the committee’s re-
port and set the penalty at a one-month
event suspension and a $500 fine, effective
March 1, 2021. (Cocker Spaniels)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended Ms. Christy
Cunningham (Monroe, VA) from all AKC
privileges for five years and imposed a
$1,000 fine for refusing to make her dogs
and records available for inspection when
requested. (Multiple Breeds)

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CHARTER
AND BYLAWS OF THE AMERICAN KENNEL
CLUB, INC. ARTICLE VII, SECTION 2
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to ARTICLE VII, Section
2, of the Charter and Bylaws of the American
Kennel Club, Inc. proposed by the Delegate
Bylaws Committee. This will be voted on at
the June 8, 2021 Delegates Meeting.
ARTICLE IV
SECTION 2. The names of all candidates
for election as directors shall be published
in alphabetical order on the Secretary’s
Page of the March AKC GAZETTE of the
year in which they come before the annual
meeting to be voted upon.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS CHAPTER 16,
SECTION 6 – CHAMPIONSHIPS 
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to CHAPTER 16, Section
6, of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, pro-
posed by the Delegate Dog Show Rules
Committee. This will be voted on at the
June 8, 2021 Delegates Meeting.
CHAPTER 16
SECTION 6.
(Previous portions of the sections are un-
changed.)
At independently held specialty shows and
concurrent specialty shows for breeds di-
vided into recognized varieties, if a dog
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APPEALS TRIAL BOARD

RALPH DEL DEO, ESQ., CHAIR
MARTHA FELTENSTEIN, ESQ.
BARBARA W. MIENER, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS
DR. KLAUS ANSELM
CHARLES FOLEY
ROGER HARTINGER
MEDORA HARPER
DR. ROBERT MYALL
BERNARD SCHWARTZ

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK
JAMES WHITE

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
THERESA DOWELL, ESQ.
BARBARA PENNY, ESQ.
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ.
DANIEL SMYTH, ESQ.

PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
DAVID HOPKINS, ESQ., CHAIR

TIM CARWILE, ESQ.
JOHN RUSSELL
ALTERNATES
MIKE NECAISE
BILL TEAGUE

CLASS OF 2018
JAMES R. DOK

DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN
RONALD H. MENAKER

CLASS OF 2019
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES

ANN WALLIN

CLASS OF 2020
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WILLIAM J. FEENEY

KAROLYNNE M. MCATEER

CLASS OF 2021
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HARVEY M. WOODING

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio

The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding the integrity of its Registry, promoting
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DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA
DR. MICHAEL KNIGHT
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THOMAS POWERS

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, Ex Officio

RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding
the integrity of its Registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breed-
ing for type and function.

Founded in 1884, theAKCand its affiliated organizations advocate for the pure bred dog
as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the
rights of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DOMINIC P. CAROTA, VICE CHAIRMAN

   VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Purebred Consumer Demand

MARK DUNN, Executive Vice President 

KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

SHEILA GOFFE, Government Relations

BRANDI HUNTER, Public Relations & Communications

DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Deputy General Counsel

MARI-BETH O’NEILL, S  port Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services

DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Judging Operations

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
DENNIS B. SPRUNG

President
Chief Executive Officer

GINA M. DINARDO
Executive Secretary

THEODORE PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org


mailto:judgingops@akc.org


SECRETARY’S PAGES

75 APRIL  2021AKC GAZETTE

Miniature American Shepherds, Pem-
broke Welsh Corgis, Pyrenean Shep-
herds, Swedish Vallhunds 

Ms. Karen Hynek (35536) MO
(636) 219-6991
jokareGS@aol.com
American English Coonhounds, Ameri-
can Foxhounds, Azawakhs, Black and
Tan Coonhounds, Bluetick Coon-
hounds, Borzois, English Foxhounds,
Plott Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds,
Sloughis, Treeing Walker Coonhounds,
Shiba Inu 

Dr. Adam Stafford King (49694) IL
(812) 568-6972
askingdvm@gmail.com
Curly-Coated Retrievers, Clumber
Spaniels, Welsh Springer Spaniels, Lhasa
Apsos, Lowchen 

Mrs. Anna Lorenz (19278) WI
(920) 286-1499
annanewf@gmail.com
Vizslas, Bernese Mountain Dogs, Dober-
man Pinschers, German Pinschers, Great
Danes, Great Pyrenees, Berger Picards 

Mr. Ronald Lukins (56312) WA
(805) 914-9269
ron.lukins@verizon.net
Balance of Hound Group (American
Foxhounds, Cirneco dell’Etna, English
Foxhounds, Grand Bassets Griffons
Vendeens, Petits Bassets Griffons
Vendeens, Plott Hounds) 

Mr. Brian Meyer (15140) IL
(815) 332-4848
bckennel@aol.com
Dandie Dinmont Terriers, Smooth Fox
Terriers, Wire Fox Terriers, Glen of
Imaal Terriers, Sealyham Terriers 

Mrs. Cindy Meyer (15141) IL
(815) 332-4848
bckennel@aol.com
American English Coonhounds, Cirneco
dell’Etna, Portuguese Podengo Pe-
quenos, Redbone Coonhounds, Treeing
Walker Coonhounds 

Ms. Bonnie Money (105681) IN
(317) 452-2204
blmoney@att.net
Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, Belgian
Sheepdogs, Briards, German Shepherd
Dogs, Icelandic Sheepdogs, Pembroke
Welsh Corgis 

Mrs. Paula Nykiel (5487) MO
(636) 239-5577
nykiel@usmo.com
Balance of Hound Group (American
English Coonhounds, Azawakhs, Bluet-
ick Coonhounds, Cirneco dell’Etna,
Plott Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds) 

Mr. David J. Peat (6909) AZ
(480) 473-4776
davepeat@cox.net
Balance of Working Group (Boerboels,
Chinooks, Dogo Argentinos, Kuvaszok,
Leonbergers, Tibetan Mastiffs) 

Mrs. Pamela Peat (5894) AZ
(480) 473-4776
pampeat@cox.net
Cardigan Welsh Corgis, Pembroke Welsh
Corgis 

Ms. Dierdre Petrie (63937) PA
(610) 763-8976
deirdrepetrie@yahoo.com
Balance of Hound Group (American
English Coonhounds, Azawakhs, Black
and Tan Coonhounds, Harriers, Norwe-
gian Elkhounds, Plott Hounds, Por-
tugese Podengo Pequenos, Redbone
Coonhounds, Sloughis), Cavalier King
Charles Spaniels, Havanese, Papillons 

Ms. Lily Russell (74429) IA
(319) 795-3305
marialrussell53@gmail.com
Balance of Herding Group (Belgian
Laekenois, Old English Sheepdogs),
Chinese Shar-Pei, Dalmatians 

Mrs. Barbara Shaw (6554) TX
(903) 870-6425
bshaw322@gmail.com
Curly-Coated Retrievers, Boykin
Spaniels, Field Spaniels, German Pinsch-
ers, Great Danes, Mastiffs 

Mr. Ed Valle (93014) FL
(407) 766-2604
edrey524@gmail.com
Biewer Terriers, Cavalier King Charles
Spaniels, Chihuahuas, Chinese Cresteds,
Maltese, Silky Terriers, Yorkshire Terriers 

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING APPLICANTS
Mrs. Jennifer Bell (109179) LA
(225) 933-6132
mystang50@yahoo.com

Ms. Cindy Hartwell (104985) FL
(207) 751-0047
cindy@mybeauce.com

Ms. Mallori Seifert (109181) CA
jackpotfarms2@gmail.com

Mrs. Lynn Smithson (109147) CA
(530) 282-4444
catsnhound@yahoo.com

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been ap-

proved on a Permit basis for the designated
breeds in accordance with the current judg-
ing approval process. They may now accept
assignments and the fancy may still offer
comments to Judging Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Mrs. Susan Ann Kerwin Bush (5119) AZ
(262) 337-0889
susanannbush@gmail.com
English Setters

Mrs. Chris Ann Moore (108927) AR
(479) 221-0555
bisacd@aol.com
Akitas, Bullmastiffs, Rottweilers, Chinese
Cresteds, Papillons, Chinese Shar-Pei,
Shiba Inu, Australian Cattle Dogs, Cardi-
gan Welsh Corgis, JS
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Mrs. Gina Wieser (90371) MO 
(813) 318-1290
ginawieser@aol.com
Toy Group (Affenpinschers, Biewer Ter-
riers, Brussels Griffons, Cavalier King
Charles Spaniels, Chihuahuas, Chinese
Cresteds, English Toy Spaniels, Ha-
vanese, Italian Greyhounds, Japanese
Chin, Maltese, Manchester Terriers,
Miniature Pinschers, Papillons,
Pekingese, Pomeranians, Poodles, Pugs,
Shih Tzu, Silky Terriers, Toy Fox Terri-
ers, Yorkshire Terriers)

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 
Mr. Rick Blanchard (90228) RI
(401) 623-1475
nixbmf@aol.com
Boerboels, Giant Schnauzers, Komon-
dorok
*Permit status approval for Balance of Work-
ing Group (Dogo Argentinos, Kuvaszok, Ti-
betan Mastiffs) pending satisfactory
completion of required measurement and/or
weighing test.

Ms. Carol S. Brown (31144) NC
(717) 507-3230
carolb7521@gmail.com
Tibetan Spaniels, Border Collies, Collies
*Permit status approval for Berger Pi-
cards, Shetland Sheepdogs pending sat-
isfactory completion of required
measurement and/or weighing test.

Mrs. Robin Casey (92447) WY
(307) 514-1519
sgborzoi@aol.com
Azawakhs, Basset Hounds, Bloodhounds,
Bluetick Coonhounds, Dachshunds, Pe-
tits Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Treeing
Walker Coonhounds 

Dr. Joyce Dandridge (62237) DC
(202) 726-9155
justuschows@verizon.net
Dogo Argentinos, Standard Schnauzers,
Pekingese, Entlebucher Mountain Dogs,
Pumik 

Ms. Marcie Dobkin (6442) CA
(858) 748-8848
msdobkin@cox.net
Airedale Terriers,  Bedlington Terriers,
Border Terriers, Cairn Terriers, Irish
Terriers, Norfolk Terriers, Russell Terri-
ers, Sealyham Terriers, Soft Coated
Wheaten Terriers 

Mrs. Janet Fink (6374) CA
(909) 307-9778
janetfink@verizon.net
Ibizan Hounds, German Pinschers,
Biewer Terriers
*Permit status approval for Pekingese pend-
ing satisfactory completion of required meas-
urement and/or weighing test.

Mr. Ronald Hoh (97979) CA
(916) 481-7108
arbtr8r@msn.com
Balance of Terrier Group (Cesky Terri-

ers, Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers),
Bloodhounds, Grand Bassets Griffons
Vendeens, Petits Bassets Griffons
Vendeens, Portuguese Podengo Pe-
quenos

Ms. Diane Kepley (90370) SC
(301) 305-9986
westhavencockers@comcast.net
Doberman Pinschers, Airedale Terriers,
Bedlington Terriers, Smooth Fox Terri-
ers, Wire Fox Terriers, Glen of Imaal
Terriers, Sealyham Terriers, Skye Terri-
ers, Welsh Terriers 

Mr. Thomas J. Latta (91010) MO
(816) 655-2142
tjlatta48@gmail.com
Dogues de Bordeaux, Siberian Huskies,
Standard Schnauzers 

Miss Joan Luna Liebes (6515) CO
(719) 749-0232
joanluna@hotmail.com/eric.iebes@eart
hlink.net
Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes, Irish
Water Spaniels, Spinoni Italiani 

Mr. John S. Lucas (7444) TX
(512) 422-2625
john.lucas@zambar.net
Balance of Working Group (Chinooks,
Dogo Argentinos, Greater Swiss Moun-
tain Dogs, Leonbergers), German Short-
haired Pointers 

Ms. Robin MacFarlane (95827) FL
(772) 801-5293

armor16@aol.com
Great Pyrenees

Mrs. Christie Martinez (22596) WA
(503) 477-0801
xtiepl@gmail.com
Balance of Hound Group (American
Foxhounds, Portuguese Podengo Pe-
quenos) 

Mr. John Mayhall (101705) AZ
(929) 970-0969
mtndogsrule@live.com
Ibizan Hounds, Whippets, Doberman
Pinschers, Pembroke Welsh Corgis

Mr. James Mitchell 5140 Wilmington, DE
19802
(302) 521-8039
jjmjudge@gmail.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group (Ameri-
can Eskimo Dogs, Bichons Frises, Boston
Terriers, Bulldogs, Chinese Shar-Pei,
Chow Chows, Coton de Tulear, Dalma-
tians, Finnish Spitz, French Bulldogs,
Keeshonden, Lhasa Apsos, Lowchen,
Norwegian Lundehund, Schipperkes,
Shiba Inu, Tibetan Spaniels, Tibetan Ter-
riers, Xoloitzcuintli) 

Mr. Malcolm E. Moore (23275) AL
(334) 312-3900
arpsnit1@gmail.com
Beagles, Dachshunds, Whippets 

Mrs. Betsey Orman (99925) WI
(847) 778-7661
bramblie@aol.com
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SILVER LININGS- Australian Shepherds-
Heather Swik and Jennifer Swik
SOLACE’S-Australian Shepherds-Karine
Sanders
TMH-Labrador Retrievers-Tiffany J. Hairston
VON HAUSTIIER-Rottweilers-Daniel Cullinan
WEST INDY-Weimaraners-Mary B. West
WHITECAP-Border Collies- Jessica R. Witchey
and Tim M. Egenrieder

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a breed-specific
Registered Name Prefix have been granted:
AMBER WAVES- Great Pyrenees-Debbie A.
Hosley
BINGO’S- Pembroke Welsh Corgis-Sherry D
Hardman
BRIAR ROSE- Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers-
Carolyn Garrett
CASTLERIGG- Pekingese- Susan Speranza
CRESTVIEW-Dachshunds-Sarah I. Holland
FOWLPLAY- Labrador Retrievers- Nathan A.
Atkinson
INTUITION FARM-Great Pyrenees-Kathryn
E. Meier
ISLAND BOUND-Old English Sheepdogs-
Marcia A. Stedman
KENMARE- Cardigan Welsh Corgis-Lark A.
Schwartz & Fred H. Harnishfeger
LAST FRONTIER-Chesapeake Bay Retrievers-
Marynell E. Lee & Daniel M. Lee
MAPLEWOOD ACRES- Labrador Retrievers -
Nancy H. Schaetzke

MEDLIN HILLS-Cavalier King Charles
Spaniels-Lisa Payne
PREMIERE- Golden Retrievers- Christine C.
Texter & Lauren M. Texter
PRUDEN’S- Pomeranians- Darlene Pruden
ROYAL GIANTS- Giant Schnauzers- Melanie
McDowell & Jeral Davis
SHADY OAKS- Cavalier King Charles
Spaniels-Marion Schuessler & Stephen D.
Schuessler
SUNDERHUND- Dachshunds – Jennifer M.
Sunderman
TIMBERLAND FARM-Labrador Retrievers-
Sharon G. Smith
VERDE MONT-Labrador Retrievers- Gayle S.
Erdman
VOM BESCHUTZER-German Shepherd
Dogs-Lori B. Morton & Dawnetta Calhoun

   
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE DELEGATES

OF
THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB

MARCH 9, 2021

Dennis B. Sprung, President
PRESENT 405

Abilene Kennel Club—Melanie Steele
Affenpinscher Club of America—Letisha
Wubbel
Afghan Hound Club of America, Inc.—
Ms. Constance Butherus
Airedale Terrier Club of America—Aletta
L. Moore
Akita Club of America—Steven Lisker
Alaskan Malamute Club of America, Inc.—
Patricia A. Peel
Albany Kennel Club, Inc.—KC Gottschalk
American Belgian Malinois Club—Carol J.
Shields
American Belgian Tervuren Club, Inc.—
Ms. Janina K. Laurin
American Black & Tan Coonhound Club,
Inc.—Robert Urban
American Bloodhound Club—Mary Lou
Olszewski
American Bouvier des Flandres Club,
Inc.—Patte Klecan

American Boxer Club, Inc.—Sharon Steckler
American Brittany Club, Inc.—Mrs. Terri
Hilliard
American Brussels Griffon Association—
Mr. Mark F. Jaeger
American Bullmastiff Association, Inc.—
Alan Kalter
American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
Club, Inc.—Patricia Kanan
American Chesapeake Club, Inc.—Heidi
Henningson
American Fox Terrier Club—Connie Clark
American Foxhound Club, Inc—Harold
Miller
American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.—Don
Hanson
American Maltese Association, Inc.—Ms.
Sandra Bingham-Porter
American Manchester Terrier Club—
Roberta Berman
American Miniature Schnauzer Club,
Inc.—Barbara Donahue
American Pointer Club, Inc.—Mr. Danny
D. Seymour
American Pomeranian Club, Inc.—Dr.
Geno Sisneros
American Rottweiler Club—Mr. Peter G.
Piusz
American Sealyham Terrier Club—Kenneth
W. Mader
American Shetland Sheepdog Associa-
tion—Marjorie Tuff
American Sloughi Association—Erika N.
Wyatt

http://www.akc.org
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American Spaniel Club, Inc.—Bruce Van
Deman
American Tibetan Mastiff Association—
Martha Feltenstein
American Whippet Club, Inc.—Karen B.
Lee
American Wirehaired Pointing Griffon As-
sociation—Kate DeSanto
Anderson Kennel Club—Laura A. Rockwell
Anderson Obedience Training Club,
Inc.—Ms. Patricia A. Sample
Ann Arbor Kennel Club, Inc.—Anne R.
Palmer
Arkansas Kennel Club, Inc.—Pamela J. Ar-
wood
Atlanta Kennel Club, Inc.—Ann Wallin
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc.—Gail A.
LaBerge
Augusta Kennel Club, Inc.—Catherine Ia-
copelli
Australian Cattle Dog Club of America—
Joyce Rowland
Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
William I. Christensen
Back Mountain Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs.
Nina Schaefer
Badger Kennel Club—Jennifer L. Amundsen
Baltimore County Kennel Club—Lucy C.
Campbell
Basenji Club of America, Inc.—Katie Camp-
bell
Basset Hound Club of America, Inc.—Dr.
Norine E. Noonan

Battle Creek Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. Kath-
leen Ronald
Bayou Kennel Club, Inc.—Linda C. Woz-
niak
Bayshore Companion Dog Club, Inc.—
Susan Soviero
Bearded Collie Club of America, Inc.—
Kathy Coxwell
Beaver County Kennel Club, Inc.—Phyllis
Belcastro
Belgian Sheepdog Club of America, Inc.—
Mary G. Buckwalter
Belle-City Kennel Club, Inc.—Carole A. Wilson
Berger Picard Club of America—Jacqueline
Carswell
Berks County Kennel Club, Inc.—Eileen
Narieka
Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America,
Inc.—Sara Karl
Bexar County Kennel Club, Inc.—Jerry
Yarbrough
Bichon Frise Club of America, Inc.—
Mayno Blanding
Black Russian Terrier Club of America—
Susan Sholar
Blennerhassett Kennel Club, Inc.—John
McCullagh
Border Collie Society of America—Lisa M.
Pruka
Border Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Mrs. Ruth A. Naun
Borzoi Club of America, Inc.—Prudence G.
Hlatky

Boston Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Mrs. Kathleen M. Kelly
Briard Club of America, Inc.—Diane Reid
Bronx County Kennel Club—Alexa
Samarotto
Brookhaven Kennel Club, Inc.—Marie A.
Fiore
Bryn Mawr Kennel Club—Victoria Glickstein
Bucks County Kennel Club, Inc.—Priscilla
Gabosch
Bulldog Club of America—Link Newcomb
Bulldog Club of New England, Inc.—
Francesca J. Castaneda
Bulldog Club of Philadelphia—Elizabeth H.
Milam
Burlington County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr.
Daniel J. Smyth, Esq.
Butler County Kennel Club, Inc.—Barbara Ioia
Cairn Terrier Club of America—Pam Davis
California Airedale Terrier Club—Nancy
Bougher
Cambridge Minnesota Kennel Club—Mr.
Wayne F. Harmon
Canaan Dog Club of America—Pamela S.
Rosman
Canada Del Oro Kennel Club—Dr. Sophia
Kaluzniacki
Cape Cod Kennel Club, Inc.—David
Harsch
Capital Dog Training Club of Washington,
D.C., Inc.—Dr. Joyce A. Dandridge
Cardigan Welsh Corgi Club of America,
Inc.—Jacque Glenn

Carolina Kennel Club, Inc.—Jaimie Ashby
Carolina Working Group Association—
Cathleen Rubens
Catoctin Kennel Club—Whitney Coombs
Catonsville Kennel Club—Beverly A. Drake
Cedar Rapids Kennel Association, Inc.—
Robert E. Tainsh, M.D.
Central Indiana Kennel Club, Inc.—Sally Allen
Central Iowa Kennel Club, Inc.—Kristina
M. DeLisi
Central New York Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs.
Diane D. Almy
Charleston Kennel Club—Terri Hallman
Chicago Collie Club—Bryna Comsky
Chihuahua Club of America, Inc.—Mr.
Joao Machado
Chinese Shar-Pei Club of America, Inc.—
Marge B. Calltharp
Chow Chow Club, Inc.—Margaret DiCorleto
Clackamas Kennel Club—Tami D. Worley
Clarksville Kennel Club—Robert A. Schroll
Classic Toy Dog Club of Western Massa-
chusetts—Dr. Stephen Lawrence
Clearwater Kennel Club—Daniel T. Stolz
Clermont County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mar-
jorie Underwood
Cleveland All-Breed Training Club, Inc.—
Mrs. Maureen R. Setter
Colorado Kennel Club—Mrs. Louise Leone
Colorado Springs Kennel Club—Douglas
Johnson
Columbia Kennel Club, Inc.—Crystal
Messersmith
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Rita J. Biddle, Esq., 
Ingham County Kennel Club

Dominic Palleschi Carota,
Pharaoh Hound Club of America

Dr. Thomas M. Davies,
Springfield Kennel Club

Thomas Powers,
Kennel Club of Beverly Hills

Pursuant to Article VIII of the Bylaws of
The American Kennel Club, the following
Delegates have been endorsed in writing
by the required number of Delegates as a
candidate for the vacancies on the Board
of Directors for the Class of 2025, to be
filled at the next annual meeting of the
Club on March 9, 2021: 

Patricia M. Cruz,
Heart of the Plains Kennel Club

Dr. Gregory J. Paveza,
Elm City Kennel Club

Mr. Sprung: The Bylaws provide that no
nominations may be made from the floor.
Nominations, therefore, closed on Novem-
ber 15, 2020. Delegates are reminded that
this election is held in accordance with
Robert's Rules of Order which requires a

majority vote to elect. There are four va-
cancies for the Class of 2025, each to be
filled today. Balloting will be conducted
live on Zoom during this Delegates meet-
ing. The ballot will be displayed on the
screen. You will have five minutes to vote.
Then, I will declare the polls closed. Vote
for no more than four candidates. You
may vote for four, three, two, or one of the
candidates. Click submit to cast your bal-
lot. When you click submit, the ballot will
disappear from your screen. If you still see
the ballot, please click submit again. A bal-
lot with more than four votes is invalid but
does count towards the majority. 

The Board of Directors election will be
verified, tabulated, and audited as is our
standard practice by the accounting firm
KPMG. If more than four candidates re-
ceive a majority vote, the four receiving
the highest majority are elected. If less
than four candidates receive a majority
vote, those candidates receiving the major-
ity vote are elected and the other candi-
dates will remain on the ballot for the
necessary repeat ballots. 

After the results of each ballot are re-
ported, the chair will give ample time and
opportunity for any candidate who wishes
to withdraw to do so by raising their hand
electronically and will be called upon. Ad-

ditional ballots, if necessary, will be cast
live on Zoom during the meeting. Voting
is now open. 
(Voting conducted by ballot.)

The Chair declared that voting has closed.
The results of the Board of Directors elec-
tion will be announced during this meet-
ing when ready by KPMG. We will now
continue with the meeting. 

The Chair calls on the Executive Secretary
to read the names of the Delegates seated
since the last meeting. 

Ms. DiNardo read the names of the Dele-
gates seated since the last meeting in De-
cember 2020:

Bonnie Bieber, Middletown, DE, to repre-
sent Wilmington Kennel Club
Mayno Blanding, Ridgefield, WA, to repre-
sent Bichon Frise Club of America
Timothy Carrion, DDS, Owings Mills, MD,
to represent Swamp Dog Club 
Mary Lou Cuddy, Granville, NY, to repre-
sent Saratoga New York Kennel Club 
Diana Komarek, Topeka, KS, to represent
Topeka Kennel Club
Thea F. Lahti, New London, NH, to repre-
sent Irish Terrier Club of America
Daniele Ledoux-Starzyk, Henderson, NV,
to represent Silver State Kennel Club

Carey L. Moreschini, Pueblo West, CO, to
represent Southern Colorado Kennel Club 
Cecilia Resnick, Leander, TX, to represent
Japanese Chin Club of America 
Richard L. Reynolds, Tenafly, NJ, to repre-
sent Garden State All Terrier Club 
Susan Schneider, Blairstown, NJ, to repre-
sent Norfolk Terrier Club

The following new Delegate introductions
were given by the Executive Secretary:

Bonnie Bieber, Middletown, Delaware,
representing Wilmington Kennel Club
Bonnie has been involved in purebred
dogs since 1976 when her family pur-
chased what would become her first Jun-
iors dog, an Airedale Terrier. In 1978, her
family purchased their first Bearded Col-
lie, a breed she showed and bred until
2009. In 2002 Bonnie purchased her first
Tibetan Spaniel, which she currently
breeds and shows. She has also been in-
volved in breeding and showing Alpacas
since 2018. Bonnie has been a member of
Wilmington Kennel Club since 1988 and
has served in multiple board positions in-
cluding past Secretary and past President.
She is looking forward to her new Dele-
gate role and hopes to expand her knowl-
edge and understanding of AKC in a way
that supports the growth and development
of her club. 



Mayno Blanding, Ridgefield, Washington,
representing Bichon Frise Club of America
Mayno has owned purebred dogs all her
life, participating in Obedience with her
Sheltie as a teenager through his CDX.
Her first Bichon finished her champi-
onship quickly going BOB over specials
and ranking nationally. Subsequently that
bitch earned her CDX and RAE2 titles,
ranking first in her breed in both. As a
member of the Bichon Frise Club of Amer-
ica, Mayno currently serves on the Health
Committee, edits the Bulletin, and writes
the breed column for the Gazette. Mayno
is Secretary of the Dog Fanciers Associa-
tion of Oregon and is Chief Ring Steward
for the Rose City Classic shows. She enjoys
stewarding and has led several ring stew-
ard seminars in the Pacific Northwest. She
is looking forward to being the Delegate
for the BFCA.

Tim Carrion, Owings Mills, Maryland, rep-
resenting Swamp Dog Club
Tim Carrion rejoins us as Delegate having
previously served in the position for the
American Chesapeake Club. He has been
active in AKC retriever field trials for over
50 years as a handler, judge and commit-
tee member.

Mary Lou Cuddy, Granville, New York,
representing Saratoga New York Kennel
Club
Mary Lou became involved with the New-
foundland breed in 1982 – first in Obedi-
ence, then soon venturing into
conformation and breeding. She breeds
one to two litters a year under the
Bearscamp prefix striving to produce New-
foundlands who can do it all. She is an
Honorary member of the Newfoundland
Club of America and has served for 20
years on its Board of Directors as Record-
ing Secretary and now 1st Vice President.
She joined the Saratoga New York Kennel
Club in the early 1990’s and has served on
its Board of Directors as President and
then Secretary. She is the show chair for
Saratoga’s show in Bainbridge, New York.
She enjoys mentoring juniors, teaching
obedience and conformation classes and
was a 35-year 4-H volunteer. 

Diana Komarek, Topeka, Kansas, repre-
senting Topeka Kennel Club
Diana has been involved with AKC confor-
mation activities for just over 36 years. She
has held memberships in the Alaskan Mal-
amute Club of America, Hickory Kennel
Club, Murfreesboro Kennel Club,
Nashville Kennel Club, Jackson Tennessee
Dog Fanciers Association and currently in
Topeka Kennel Club and United States

Australian Shepherd Association. Diana
bred and showed Alaskan Malamutes in
Conformation for just over 23 years. She
has served as an officer in several of the
All-Breed Clubs, Match Chairperson,
Match Judge and Show Chairperson. She
spent several years as the Newsletter Editor
for the AMCA (Alaskan Malamute Club of
America). Also severed as Chairman of var-
ious show committees including Specialty
Show Chairman and Sweepstakes Judge.
Professionally, Diana holds a BS in Man-
agement & Finance and a master’s degree
in Accounting. Living in the Southeast,
she was employed in the automotive indus-
try in the positions of Comptroller and Re-
gional Finance Director. Relocating to
Topeka, Kansas, she was employed by the
State of Kansas in the position of Finance
Director for a state agency and later as
CFO of the Kansas Public Employees Re-
tirement System. She retired from the
State of Kansas at the end of 2018.

Cecilia Resnick, Leander, Texas, repre-
senting Japanese Chin Club of America 
Cecilia first became involved with Italian
Greyhounds. She is a member of The Ital-
ian Greyhound Club of America (IGCA)
and served on the Board of Directors. She
was the IGCA Judges Education Coordina-
tor for eight years. Cecilia is a member of
the Italian Greyhound Club of Greater

Houston and serves as Vice President. Ce-
cilia is presently an AKC judge for the Ital-
ian Greyhound breed. Cecilia is enamored
with Japanese Chin and is captivated by
their lively gate and endearing personali-
ties. Cecilia has been involved in the Chin
fancy and is a dedicated conformation
showman and Chin breeder. She was also
the AKC Breed Columnist for JCCA. Ce-
cilia is an Approved Breed Mentor and a
Breeder of Merit for the Japanese Chin
Club of America.

Richard Reynolds, Tenafly, New Jersey,
representing Garden State All Terrier Club 
Richard brings more than 55 years of ex-
perience in purebred dogs as an exhibitor
and breeder, licensed professional han-
dler, a Master of Foxhounds, a conforma-
tion judge approved for Hounds and
Terriers since 1981, a judge of AKC Earth-
dog tests and has been both President and
Show Chair for both Palisades and Saw
Mill River Kennel Clubs. Richard’s current
pastime is as leader of the Ryder’s Alley
Trencherfed Society (R.A.T.S.) hunting
rats on the streets of New York City with
his pack of Terriers and Dachshunds. He is
looking forward to joining his many
friends in service to the AKC and our ca-
nine colleagues. 
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official address and I'm not sure how they
would complete this. 

Mr. Sprung: They could use the Show
Chair's address, President's address or P.O.
Box.

Cindy Miller, Delegate for the Waterloo
Kennel Club and Chair of the Dog Show
Rules Committee spoke as follows:
That’s correct. The club address is not
necessarily a physical address. All we need
is a mailing address or some way of con-
tacting the club and the Show Chair. We
recommend a Post Office Box. It could be
a physical address. If it’s a club address,
generally people will not know who is at
that address. 

Ann Lettis, Delegate for the Grand River
Kennel Club spoke as follows:
I understand that address can encompass a
lot of different things – including an e-mail
address. I really think that it's important to
have that stated in this amendment. When
someone first reads this, they may assume
it's a snail mail address. It would be ex-
tremely helpful so that there's no confu-
sion to specifically mention e-mail address,
Post Office Box, etc.

Voting was conducted by Zoom poll; the
results were two-thirds in the affirmative

and the amendment was adopted. 
The Chair called on the Executive Secre-
tary to read the proposed amendment to
the Charter and Bylaws of the American
Kennel Club, Article VII, Section 2. This
was a read-only amendment, not be voted
on at this meeting.

Ms. DiNardo: This amendment is to Arti-
cle VII, Section 2 of the Charter and By-
laws of the American Kennel Club, which
moves an issue concerning the election of
Board members from Article VIII, which
addresses the nominating committee and
nominations for the Board to Article VII
which addresses the election of Board
members. The remaining sections of the
Bylaws in Article VII and Article VIII will
be renumbered. This amendment was pro-
posed by the Delegate Bylaws Committee
and brought forward with approval from
the AKC Board of Directors. 

It will be published in two issues of the
AKC GAZETTE and you will be asked to vote
on it at the June 2021 meeting. The full
text is on the worksheet previously
emailed. 

There was discussion via Zoom:

Robert Schroll, Delegate for the
Clarksville Kennel Club spoke as follows:

This just goes in reference to the last vote
that we took. As Gina just noted in the
rule change that she just read for a read-
only, we have two publications of the rule
change so there's ample time to contact ei-
ther the committee or the club that's sub-
mitting the rule change with whatever
amendment you want to add to it. So, if
you have a question about a physical ad-
dress or something like that, it's easier to
do it prior to this meeting. That’s just my
opinion but given the amount of times
that it's both published and presented to
the Delegate Body, it would free up some
time if we took advantage of that. 

Ann Lettis, Delegate for the Grand River
Kennel Club spoke as follows:
I just wanted to comment and say that I
know when amendments are brought for-
ward that there's a lot of ample time to re-
spond to it before the meeting. However, I
did try that at the last meeting and for
some reason I sent an e-mail and when the
meeting came it was not there. I still even
have the e-mail and the date of when I
sent the proposed change. I do try, but I
find sometimes with technology things get
lost in the shuffle. 

The Chair called on the Executive Secre-
tary to read the proposed amendment to
Rules Applying to Dog Shows Chapter 16,

Section 6 – Championships. This was a
read-only amendment, not be voted on at
this meeting.

Ms. DiNardo: This amendment is to Chap-
ter 16, Section 6, of the Rules Applying to
Dog Shows – Championships, removes the
phrase referencing one type of independ-
ent specialty to generalize the language,
provides consistency within the section
and allows for future inclusion of addi-
tional independent specialties that may be
developed without further modification of
the section. This amendment was pro-
posed by the Delegate Dog Show Rules
Committee and brought forward with ap-
proval from the AKC Board of Directors. 

It will be published in two issues of the
AKC GAZETTE and you will be asked to vote
on it at the June 2021 meeting. The full
text is on the worksheet previously
emailed. 

Ron Furman, Director of Sales, and Bill
Ellis, Broadcast Manager, gave a presenta-
tion on AKC.tv – "The destination for dog
lovers everywhere." 

Bill Ellis, Broadcast Manager spoke as fol-
lows: 
Thank you, Mr. Sprung. Thank you, Ron.
I’m excited to be with everybody today and
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anteed 68 encore performances which is a
nice way of saying repeats. We've already
past that number. ABC, Disney, and ESPN
are firmly committed to the AKC's pro-
grams. Thank you all for your time. Enjoy
the rest of your meeting.
Mr. Sprung: Thank you, Ron and Bill. 

The Chair called on Jason Spiegel of
KPMG to read the result of the first ballot
for the Class of 2025.

Mr. Spiegel: The total number of ballots
cast was 372. There were zero invalid bal-
lots that were counted towards the major-
ity; therefore, the majority needed to elect
was 187. The results of the ballots were as
follows: Rita Biddle, Esq., 247; Dominic
Carota, 282; Patricia Cruz, 207; Dr.
Thomas Davies, 229; Dr. Gregory Paveza,
141; and Thomas Powers, 208. Thank you. 

Mr. Sprung: The Chair declared that Rita
Biddle, Dominic Carota, Tom Davies, and
Tom Powers have been duly elected as
members of the Class of 2025. 
(With no further balloting necessary, the meet-
ing continued.) 

Ashley Jacot, Director of Education, spoke
as follows: 
Good afternoon. Thank you, Mr. Sprung.
Thank you for the opportunity to share

some of the updates of the work of the Ed-
ucation Department. The first initiative I'll
discuss today is our work in Breeder Edu-
cation. The ABC's of Dog Breeding take a
practical step by step approach to the art
and science of breeding. The goal of The
ABC's of Dog Breeding is to provide a home
study course for dog breeders by gathering
into one comprehensive program the
need-to-know information from the field
of canine genetics and domestic animal
breeds. The courses are written in collabo-
ration with Claudia Waller Orlandi, PhD,
and are designed by the AKC Canine Col-
lege in collaboration with many AKC de-
partments who lend their valuable
expertise. In 2020, the existing courses
were updated with the latest information,
high resolution imagery and animated
videos to improve the learners' overall ex-
perience. I would like to play for you an
example of one of our breeder courses,
the ABC’s of Canine Anatomy. This course
is an excellent introduction for a new
breeder or those just interested in breed-
ing. Play the video, please. (Video played.)

We currently offer nine breed master
courses that cover introductions to the ca-
nine anatomy, genetics, breeding selec-
tion, breeding system, whelping and
medical intervention, pedigree genetic de-
fects, and kennel blindness. Each of these

images pictured here come from the
courses. We plan to expand our offering
into additional topics that will provide new
breeders with the foundation they need to
be successful and will also provide experi-
enced breeders with a more robust educa-
tion. Topics include reproduction cycles
and mating, pregnancy, whelping, puppy
imprinting and raising, and selling and
placing puppies. Since we remastered and
rereleased these courses, enrollments in
the breeder courses have grown exponen-
tially. There were 27,256 breeder course
enrollments in 2020, an increase of 164
percent from 2019. We hope that as we
add courses these numbers will continue
to increase. 

I would now like to discuss some of the
work that Public Education has been
doing over the last several months. First,
I'll give you an update on the AKC Pup
Pals programs which I first introduced to
you in December of 2019. The AKC Pup
Pals program was created in August of
2019 and was originally designed to offer
uplifting messages to children in need. In
April 2020 in response to so many strug-
gling due to COVID, the program was ex-
panded to include both children and
adults. We worked with communications
and marketing to reach out to hospitals
and other medical centers all over the

country in order to reach those on the
front lines. In order to accommodate this
expansion, we now send videos supplied
by the more than 4,000 dog owners en-
rolled in this program. Anyone is eligible
to receive a Pup Pal video. A person can
sign up for themselves or someone else
and here's an example of a typical Pup Pal
video. Play video, please. (Video played.) 

We have sent Pup Pal videos to more than
1,000 people since this program began.
Many of our most recent recipients are
healthcare workers, those recovering from
COVID-19, those in quarantine or those
mourning the loss of loved ones to this ter-
rible illness. These are some comments
made by those who requested a Pup Pal
for a loved one or for themselves. Jill,
Matt, and Amelia are all healthcare work-
ers on the front lines of COVID-19. The
other comment in the top right is from
someone requesting a Pup Pal for them-
selves because they've been lonely during
quarantine. We're honored to help bring a
smile to their faces. In the continued ef-
fort to reach diverse audiences, we've re-
cently created lessons for exceptional
learners. During my time as a teacher, edu-
cating exceptional learners was my passion
and it's important to me that public educa-
tion had resources for these students. An
exceptional learner is a student who re-
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Felice Jarrold, Delegate for the Old
Pueblo Dog Training Club (Tucson, Ari-
zona) commended Mr. Sprung and Mr.
Carota for the heartwarming and fun Pres-
ident’s Report video. She requested that it
be distributed to Delegates so that it could
be sent to clubs.  

Mr. Sprung acknowledged that AKC Staff
would make the video available for Dele-
gates to share with clubs. 

Betty Winthers, Delegate for the Olympic
Kennel Club agreed with Ms. Jarrold that
the  
President’s Report video boosted morale
about dog activity and would be a great re-
source for Delegates. 

Sue Goldberg, Delegate for the Lewiston-
Auburn Kennel Club brought up a consid-
eration for allowing mixed breed dogs in
the Junior’s Pilot Program which was a dis-
cussion on the Delegate Google e-list. She
referred to a recent Dog News magazine,
in which a Junior suggested limiting mixed
breeds in Juniors to the Novice class and
that once the child progressed to Open
class that they must have a purebred dog.
This would promote inclusivity and give
the children an opportunity to show their
mixed breed in a less competitive atmos-
phere and to observe the purebred dogs

being shown by the more seasoned Jun-
iors, with the overall goal to encourage a
young person’s participation in the sport.

John McCullagh, Delegate for the
Blennerhassett Kennel Club suggested that
that lengthy items such as new or revised
breed standards, etc., that currently ap-
pear in the AKC Gazette Secretary's Pages
be attached as separate files rather than in-
cluded in the main text content. 
He added to Ms. Goldberg’s remarks
about events with Juniors showing mixed
breeds (Canine Partners) that the Judges
should be versed not to look at the dog it-
self but the skill of the Junior handler.

Mary Alice Eschweiler, Delegate for the
Waukesha Kennel Club, member of the
Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America,
the Western Waukesha County Dog Train-
ing Club and Bernese Mountain Dog Club
of Southeastern Wisconsin expressed grati-
tude to the AKC Staff and Mr. Sprung for
a wonderful meeting that provided Dele-
gates with tools to promote purebred
dogs. She planned to utilize the AKC.tv
programs, Education Webinars and Presi-
dent’s Report video from the meeting to
guide her clubs – both member and non-
member.

Mr. Sprung remarked that appreciation

should be duly shared with the Board and
Staff for their ongoing collaborative ef-
forts. 

Daniele Ledoux-Starzyk, Delegate for the
Silver State Kennel Club (Las Vegas, Ne-
vada) asked for advice about her Club’s
show the next month that was restricted by
the city of Henderson, Nevada to 1,000
dogs and 250 people on the grounds at
one time. The club did not know how they
could control this because exhibitors and
handlers have different ring times during
the day and the county was not familiar
with standard dog show practices. She was
concerned about the repercussions of an
exhibitor or handler missing a ring time
due to the mandated COVID regulations.  

Mr. Sprung proposed that her Club start
with the Judging schedule. He also recom-
mended that Ms. Ledoux-Starzyk contact
Glenn Lycan and Guy Fisher in AKC’s
Club Development Department, who have
worked with clubs that have coped with
limited numbers of people allowed at an
event site at different times and different
hours. 

Glenda Stephenson, Delegate for the
Space Coast Kennel Club of Palm Bay
shared her experience with Junior Show-
manship at a Florida dog show, where she

had the opportunity to talk to Juniors
about being handlers. The majority of the
children she spoke to thought that the
children that were handling the mixed
breed dogs were at a clear disadvantage.
They stated that they would feel bad for
them and that the Judges would have a
hard time. She recognized that Judges are
supposed to be judging the handler but
gave the example that Dachshunds should
being presented differently than a Bull-
dog. Without experience, it would be hard
for a Judge to look at a mixed breed dog
and try to figure out what it is, how it
should be handled, and then to adjudicate
if the child is doing a good job on it or
not.

Kudos were given to AKC Staff for the con-
tinued effort in promoting the sport of
purebred dogs and being open to having
children participate with mixed breed
dogs. Now, a Junior handler has to be the
owner, co-owner of the dog, or a relative of
the owner. She encouraged making it eas-
ier for a child that wants to show a pure-
bred dog and doesn't own one. She
recalled when she was showing dogs 45
years prior as a Junior, they were allowed
to change dogs in the ring. The Judge
would actually ask Junior handlers to
switch dogs. She urged Delegates for an
amiable resolution on this topic.  
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