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both were called upon for the 
same kind of real work.

Again, the crop-eared and 
cut-tailed terrier apparently 
asking what the collie’s busi-
ness might be, may be taken 
for a short-legged, red Irish 
terrier of the old-school, 
when this breed was not so 
long in limb and heavy in 
weight as it is today.

So far as is at present 
known, there is no Scottish 
dog of purely Scottish 
descent, that may fit in 
with the stamp and style of 
Ansdell’s terrier which, bar-
ring his cut ears which are 
consequently unprotected 
against falling earth, would 
be of the right build, weight, 
and strength for the purpose 
of the tod or foxhunter  
anywhere.

Could our newest friend, 
the Norwich terriers [AKC 
1936], have descended 
from a terrier as Ansdell’s 
brush assures us was used 
for putting to ground in 
the Aberdeenshire of eight 
decades ago?

DETAIL 4: SKYE TERRIER
It will be noticed that the 

blue or slate colored terrier, 
the breed of which is directly 
in front of the wood gath-
er’s kirtle [gown], is a longer 
tailed, longer bodied, and 
longer coated dog than any 
other of the terriers. Such a 
conformation, straight and 
lengthy hirsuteness, appears 
to point to the ancient breed 
as fostered and honored 
on the Isle of Skye. Hugh 
Dalziel, quoting John Flynn, 
writes in his British Dogs 
published by Upcott Gill, 
London, in the ’90s of the last 
century: 

“By authoritative quotation, 
Mr. Flynn shows conclusively 
that a long haired terrier 
was peculiar to the Northern 
Islands (Scotland) more 
than three centuries ago. 
Written history when dealing 
with such matters, must be 
allowed to be more reliable 
than tradition.”

So Ansdell’s Skye terrier 
must have felt quite at home 
with the todhunters’ very 

Detail 3







MARCH 2022AKC GAZETTE 15

two by two, and each pair 
coupled, the forms of the 
two Scottish breeds which 
Sir Walter Scott loved and 
immortalized. For as long as 
the Waverly romances live 
in the printed word, legend, 
and tradition, so long will 
Scotland’s own breeds, her 
deerhounds and Dandie 
Dinmonts, survive. 

And why deerhounds for 
foxhunting? The reader 
might enquire. For the same 
reason the breed is employed 
on the plains of the United 
States, and the prairies of 
western Canada, for cours-
ing and running down the 
coyote or prairie wolf. ’Tis 
the speed of the deerhound, 
also his scenting powers, the 
latter to be used while run-
ning at great speed on the 
scent or trail of the momen-
tarily unsighted fox, that 
make the breed of value to 
the hunter. 

Such qualifications fit in 
exactly with that bobbery 
pack of all sorts and sizes 
of hounds and terriers, as 

employed by the kilted and 
plaided men in the picture. 
As for the Dandie Dinmonts, 
here we see the mustards 
and the peppers, time hon-
ored colors of the breed. A 
Dandie of any other color, 
would not be considered just 
as sweet.

Already mention has been 
made regarding the 300 or 
more years of the traced 
ancestry of the terriers of 
the Northern Isles from 
where, as Dalziel reminds 
us, the Skye terrier might 
have come. But as it would 
appear, the antiquity of the 
long bodied, short legged, 
and profuse straight and 
hard textured coated terrier 
may be considered as com-
paratively recent when we 
come to consider the eight, 
nine, or more centuries of 
pure blood that still flows in 
the veins of the otterhound. 
A couple of these occupy the 
center of the painting. 

For hunting tod or fox, 
the trail of which might be 
a full 24 hours old, the best 

nosed of all hounds, should 
be used. When entered, the 
otterhound hunts the fox, as 
the foxhound hunts the otter. 
As a matter of fact, there 
are very few full packs of 
otterhounds which have no 
pure-bred foxhounds among 
them. Pure otterhounds are 
scarce, while pure foxhounds 
are plentiful.

There is not a wonder-
ful lot of difference in the 
makeup of the bloodhound 
and the appearance of the 
otterhound and the Welsh 
hound. And to go farther 
afield, we may cross the 
English Channel and find 
the first or second cousins of 
both of the British hounds 
among the Vendean hounds 
and their not far removed 
relatives, the Griffons of 
France, Belgium, and else-
where.

Many years ago, while vis-
iting an early Monday morn-
ing sort of “Paddy’s market” 
in Amsterdam, Holland, a 
fine specimen of the rough 
and hard coated Vendean 

hounds, was purchased for 
eight guilders—$4. On his 
being taken to England, he 
was immediately acquired by 
one of the best known mas-
ters of packs of pure-bred 
otterhounds in Britain. 

His services as a stallion 
hound were required; indeed 
his alien blood was wanted 
to strengthen that of an 
already too much in-bred 
aggregation of pure otter-
hounds. The sport of otter 
hunting has been followed 
for 800 years in Britain: it 
was something more than a 
diversion.

BUT WHERE’S THE 
GORDON SETTER?

We may gather from the 
illustration that gun dogs, 
pointers, setters, and spaniels 
were left at home. Gun dogs 
must not be spoiled by being 
hunted along with hounds. 
Gundogs, as grouse dogs, 
must take the game scent from 
the air rather than from the 
foot scent of a fox that lies best 
on the ground. 

A considerable part of 
Scotland’s wealth is wrapped 
up in its grouse shooting ame-
nities which bring outside 
money into the country and 
from which the peer, as well 

as the peasant, profits. The 
nobleman makes no bones 
about renting his castle,  
game preserves, and kennels 
to the plutocrats of other 
countries.—F.L.

Freeman Lloyd (1859–1953), born in South Wales, was for 
some 70 years a leading authority on dogs. Widely known as the 
“Dean of Dog Writers” on both sides of the Atlantic, Lloyd was an 
internationally respected dog judge and the author of numerous books. 
His articles ran in such magazines as National Geographic, 
Field & Stream, Kennel World, and the AKC GAZETTE. 
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Clapton and Friends Afield
Clapton, this issue’s featured Poodle, and his kennelmates working the bird fields of 
Georgia. 3:02

Beagle Bests of the Best
The National Beagle Club posted this photo tribute to its national specialty winners, 1970 to 
2021. 3:31

St. Patrick’s Kennel
The GAZETTE celebrates St. Patrick’s Day with a slideshow roundup of the AKC’s Irish breeds. 
0:55

VIDEOS

Betty-Anne on Breeding
Master breeder, judge, and author Betty-Anne Stenmark discusses breeding, judging, and 
canine health. 53:40

https://www.nationalbeagleclub.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIb2iaM3uSQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQ8OHywBZlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYneyYyI28c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5kU8vIA57U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIb2iaM3uSQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQ8OHywBZlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYneyYyI28c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5kU8vIA57U
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Brussels Griffons
SPAYING AND NEUTERING BRUSSELS GRIFFONS

The phone call came from a Brussels 
Griffon owner in Pennsylvania who was 

agonizing over the health situation of  her 
6-year-old Griff. The problem was osteosar-
coma of  the hip. She wanted to know if  this 
was prevalent among Brussels Griffons, and if  
the breeder should have warned her about it. 

As a breeder, I have not found osteosarcoma 
prevalent among Griffons. 

But I had a question for her: At what age 
was her Griffon spayed?

Four months, she told me. She had done 
exactly as the vet recommended in order to 
prevent cancer in her dog, and now this had 
happened. 

Like almost all owners of  pet dogs, she was 
unaware of  the growing body of  research 
questioning the health benefits of  spaying 
and neutering, particularly of  young pup-
pies. News of  this research has primarily 
concerned large breeds, such as Rottweilers, 
Golden Retrievers, and German Shepherds. 
AKC Board member Dr. Carmen Battaglia 
explained that these breeds come to clin-
ics and vet schools in large numbers and 
are tracked over time. “They might get one 
Brussels Griffon,” he said, “and that’s not 
enough to study.”

So, should breeders of  small dogs be made 

aware of  the research? Dr. Battaglia was  
adamant—the spaying and neutering 
research should be of  concern to all breeds. 
“The overwhelming evidence is that when 
you take the canine as a species, there’s not 
much question that from a health standpoint, 
it is not in the best interest of  the dog,”  
he said. 

Many studies trace the relationship between 
spay/neuter and the incidence of  certain 
cancers, and almost unanimously find a 
higher rate of  cancers in neutered and 
spayed than intact dogs.

A study in 2014 of  over 2500 Viszlas found 
that spayed or neutered dogs had a signifi-
cantly increased risk of  developing cancer. 
“The younger the age at gonadectomy, the 
earlier the mean age at diagnosis of  mast 
cell cancer, cancers other than mast cell, 
hemangiosarcoma, lymphoma, all cancers 
combined, a behavioral disorder, or fear of  
storms,” their article reported.

Those last two negative aspects, “behav-
ioral disorder or fear of  storms,” came as a 
shock. The neutered dogs developed sepa-
ration anxiety and resistance to training in 
greater percentages than intact dogs. Parvene 
Farhoody, one of  the researchers, carried out 
further studies and found that neutered dogs 
were noticeably slower to learn than intact 
dogs. Testosterone is blamed for aggression 

Brussels  
Griffon



MARCH 2022AKC GAZETTE 23

CO
U

RT
ES

Y 
AC

KS
C

but may also have a role in a dog’s ability to 
concentrate, pay attention, learn quickly, and 
retain lessons learned, she said. 

Of  particular interest to Brussels Griffon 
owners are studies that connect early spay/
neuter to ailments common in our breed. In 
Austria, a 2005 study by veterinary research-
ers led by B. Vidoni found that small dogs 
who were neutered and spayed had three 
times greater risk of  patellar luxation. In my 
own program, I breed only Brussels Griffons 
who rate ‘0’ on the Orthopedic Foundation 
Association scale of  1-4. Yet several times  
owners have come back to me with 2- or 
3-year-old dogs with high grade patellar l 
uxation, whose parents had no patellar luxation 
at all. This was perplexing, until I considered 
the possible role early spaying and neutering 
played in the condition.

Also of  interest for Brussels Griffon owners 
is a study in the 2005 Journal of  the American 
Veterinary Medical Association which showed 
that adverse reactions to vaccines were 30 per-
cent more likely in spayed bitches and 27 per-
cent more likely in neutered males. The allergic 
reactions included hives, anaphylaxis, cardiac 
arrest, cardiovascular shock, and sudden death. 
Twice I’ve had Brussels Griffons collapse after 
receiving a vaccine, and I’ve heard other own-
ers report similar incidents of  post-vaccine 
anaphylaxis. My dogs are intact, so it’s scary to 

hear that this condition occurs more frequently 
in fixed dogs, as most puppies I’ve sent to good 
homes have the operation. 

Considering these findings, we must give 
some thought to what we tell new owners about 
getting their male puppy neutered or their 
female puppy spayed. Most veterinarians they 
will visit will urge them to have the puppy ster-
ilized, often right away. New owners need to be 
aware of  the whole story.

—Sharon Sakson
American Brussels Griffon Association 

Cavalier King Charles Spaniels
REMEMBERING ROBERT SCHROLL

The news of  Robert Schroll’s sudden 
passing on December 6 hit the Cavalier 

family and the dog world like a sledgehammer. 
The loss of  the tall, energetic, and healthy 
70-year-old man seemed impossible to his 
friends, family, and those he mentored in the 
care and breeding of  his beloved Cavalier 
King Chares Spaniels. 

Robert was not only a respected groomer 
and breeder but also the caregiver for his 
beloved husband, John Gammon, who has 
been at his side for over 45 years, and a care-
giver for John’s mom. Together Robert and 
John have been longstanding residents of  
Clarksville, Tennessee, and leaders in the 

American Kennel Club, Robert serving 
as president and AKC Delegate for the 
Clarksville Kennel Club from June of  
2000 until his death.

Robert met John while working for 
the legendary handler Ted Young, 
Jr. Robert was the farm manager at 
Tedwin from 1975 to 1977. Robert had 
a long history and knowledge of  horses 
and their care and breeding.

After moving to Tennessee in 1977, 
Robert and John got their first two 
Cavaliers—littermates, a black and tan 
dog and a Ruby bitch. They attended 
their first Cavalier show in 1980, where 
the Ruby bitch became the first Ruby 
to win a specialty. Since then, they have 
bred, owned, and handled four ACKCSC 
national-specialty winners and five all-breed 
Best in Show winners, including the breed’s 
first BIS. Additionally, Ravenrush has nine 
Registry of  Merit and three Legion of  Merit 
Cavaliers. Robert and John are both founding 
members of  the ACKCSC. John served as 
the first ACKCSC President, and Robert as a 
Director.

Robert was honored by being selected as the 
overwhelming choice of  the membership of  
the American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 
Club to judge Best of  Breed at the club’s 
25th-anniversary national specialty in 2019.

Robert was also selected to present a breed-
ers’ education seminar at the same national. 
Equipped with a PowerPoint presentation, 
Robert gave us the history of  many of  the 
early prominent Ravenrush Cavaliers, explain-
ing their exploits, triumphs, and genealogy. 
He provided us the stories of  the breed-
ing program that he and John Gammon 
launched and profiled some great dogs, like 
BISS Ch. Ravenrush Imressario, whose sire 
was Ravenrush Tartan, ROM, LOM, and 
dam was Ch. Ravenrush Perfecta, ROM. 
Impressario was Best in Show at the very first 
ACKCSC national specialty, in 1997, and is 

Stephanie Abraham, Patty Kanan, and Robert Schroll at the 
2019 ACKSC national specialty.

https://abga.club/
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a true foundation of  our breed. He was 
beautiful. I know; I was there. Attendees 
enjoyed stories of  Ravenrush Tartan, 
Kindrum Redcoat, and BIS Ch Ravenrush 
Gillespie. Cavalier breeders might want to 
begin pedigree studies to see who is behind 
their dogs. 

What many in the dog world don’t know 
is that Robert earned both a Bachelor of  
Applied Science (BASc) and a Bachelor of  
Science (B.S.) in Business Administration 
and Management from New Hampshire 
College. He helped establish an Upward 
Bound Project in 1971, working with 
high school students from troubled 
homes through the school year and then 
an intense summer school program. He 
also served as Graphic Designer for the 
Tennessee State House of  Representatives 
and then the State Senate Engrossing 
Offices from 1977–1980.

Robert will always be remembered for his 
humility, his friendly smile, and his caring way. 
It was my pleasure to call him friend.

Those who wish may send memorial contri-
butions in his name to the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation.

—Dr. John V. Ioia, MD, Ph.D. 
gtsjă}wElrfnq3htr
American Cavalier King Charle Spaniel 

Club

Chihuahuas 
SELECTION—THE FUTURE OF THE CHIHUAHUA

Our breed’s parent club, the Chihuahua 
Club of  America, and the AKC are 

guardians of  the Chihuahua’s breed stan-
dard. The breed standard is a blueprint of  
the breed’s specific qualities such as fuujfw-
fshj1 rt{jrjsy1 and yjrujwfrjsy3 It is our “word 
picture” of  the appearance and behavior of  
an idealized Chihuahua. The breed standard 
is “the standard or model which breeders 
endeavor to achieve.” 

The basis of  judging in conformation dog 
shows is gwjji y~uj1 which is the combination of  
characteristics that are typical of  a particular 
breed. The judge looks at the entered dogs to 
discern the ones who most perfectly resemble 
her mental image of  ideal breed type. The 
goal of  the conformation show is to identify 
breeding stock for the future of  the breed. 

One of  the biggest stumbling blocks to 
proper selection is allowing what we qnpj to 
stand in the way of  something that is equally 
correct and fully acceptable. These “likes” can 
develop into obsessions, and sometimes they 
do not fall within the range of  preference. 
Restricted vision serves as a detriment to the 
breeder and to our breed as a whole. If  deci-
sions during puppy selection are based entirely 
on a personal preference, we risk inaccurately 
interpreting the breed standard. 

We see this in the show ring, with 
Chihuahuas exhibiting such traits as extremely 
short muzzles and curly tails, both of  which 
are incorrect according to the standard. Only 
when we select within the confines of  our 
breed standard do we work to produce better 
dogs.

Selection of  our puppies will influence the 
future of  our breed and should not be taken 
lightly. The longer people breed and watch 
puppies grow and mature, the more proficient 
they will be in evaluating what stands before 
them.

If  we are doing our job as breeders with the 
best possible intentions for the future of  our 
breed, some very good dogs will be neutered 
or spayed, while those who are even better will 
be retained for future breeding. There is no 
doubt that neutered and spayed stock of  the 
best breeders is far superior to much of  the 
stock being used by others.

It behooves all breeders to work in the best 
interest of  the breed. Xjqjhynts is what it’s all 
about, and it’s the key to breeding success. An 
inability to look at your dogs objectively can 
wreck your dreams for the future and derail 
years of  hard work. Successful breeders who 
produce quality dogs year after year are con-
sistent with their selection process. They main-
tain a picture of  the type they are trying to 
produce and know the ingredients that make 

up that type. 
Finally, your ability to select wisely will 

depend both on your in-depth knowledge of  
dogs in general and your breed-specific knowl-
edge. Read your standard until you know it 
forward and backward, and understand what 
you are reading. Above all, think of  the future 
of  our breed when selecting your next show 
puppy.

—Virginia (Jenny) Hauber,

Chihuahua: October 1991 (Joann Muscolo photo)

https://www.akcchf.org/
https://www.akcchf.org/
mailto:bonefixr%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ackcsc.org
http://www.ackcsc.org
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Chihuahua Club of  America

Havanese
JUNIORS—OUR PAST AND OUR FUTURE

It has often been said that Junior 
Showmanship competition is “the future of  

our sport.” While I don’t agree entirely with 
that, I do think that a well-designed Junior 
Showmanship component to dog shows is 
{jw~ important. Having first entered dog show 
conformation competitions as a young adult at 
age 21 (many decades ago), I started showing 
dogs relying solely on the experience gathered 
by observation, attending all-breed club han-
dling classes, talking to a zillion people, and 
falling on my face (literally and figuratively) 
over and over again. 

I wasn’t brought up with a dog. My first 
dog, a pet, was acquired when I was 21 and, 
convinced he was the cutest dog in the world, 
I entered him in a match. Later, vowing that 
“next time I will win,” there was no looking 
back, and the rest is history. I wish I had been 
a junior handler. I wish there was a junior 
handling program for adults!

So, it is not surprising to me that I have a 
fascination for watching young people partic-
ipating in Junior Showmanship events, learn-
ing how to show and present dogs and how to 

2002: Kat Smith showing 
her Havanese in Junior 

Showmanship  

mailto:wynjynchis%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.chihuahuaclubofamerica.com
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navigate through the myriad ring experiences 
you only learn to understand by actually living 
through them.

The Havanese breed has been very blessed, 
almost from the time of  acceptance into com-
petition at regular AKC events (1999), to have 
had juniors in the show ring. (Please forgive 
me here if  I only mention a few names; these 
are the ones that stick in my mind.) One of  
the first Havanese competitors I recall here 
in the Northeast in juniors was Kat Smith. 
About the same time, showing in the mid-
dle of  the country, was Adam King (now 
Dr. Adam King). Kat and Adam have been 
dedicated Havanese owners, breeders, and 
exhibitors from their teen years into their 
adulthood. They each went on to college and 
post-grad work and have established their own 
breeding programs and kennel names and 
are still actively competing in the ring today, 
in addition to having their own professions 
outside the world of  dog shows. As members 
of  the Havanese Club of  America they each 
give back to the sport by participating in our 
national breed club activities. Kat has earned 
titles on both ends of  her dogs’ names, and 
Adam has become an AKC-approved judge. 

Junior handling worked! It accomplished 
what it set out to do. Kat and Adam are 
unique in that they did not come into the 
sport because their parents were prominent 

handlers or judges. They came into it because 
of  their own love of  the breed.

There have been several juniors born to par-
ents involved with Havanese who, while they 
have aged out of  juniors competition, have 
gone on to being breeders, professional han-
dlers, or handler assistants in their own right. 
I am proud that Ashleigh Rutzel, Courtney 
Norris, Roger Krieger, and Corinne Kolzow 
have continued in the sport in that fashion.

However, there are some aspects of  juniors 
competition (and now the Pee Wee compe-
tition) that have me concerned. As I men-
tioned, I am a keen observer of  many things, 
including juniors (and Pee Wees). One of  my 
concerns is the pressure on children, usually 
caused by the adults in the competitions. 

If  the adults are poor sports, the chil-
dren become poor sports. Too often, I have 
observed a child leave the ring and throw the 
awarded ribbon to the ground. From whom 
did they learn that nonsense? 

How about the tears shed? I stopped one 
youngster a few years ago while she was sob-
bing over something that didn’t please her in 
the juniors ring, and I quoted to her a mod-
ification of  one of  my favorite movie lines: 
“There’s no crying at dog shows!” Startled 
by my reality check, she pulled her 60-pound 
body together and walked off to find Mom. 

The Pee Wee class horrifies me at times. I 

see a little, tiny child being pushed into the 
ring, terrified and sobbing. Ymnx nx xzuutxji 
yt gj kzs—for any age! Yes, I know this is an 
income-producing endeavor for many people, 
but for an even greater number of  us who 
are not paid, this is a wonderful, mfuu~ hobby. 
Seeing little kids being forced into doing any-
thing troubles me a lot. We see some “stage 
moms” at their worst outside the juniors rings. 

I have been one of  those people who for 
decades have argued that Junior Showmanship 
competitions should not be held on weekdays 
during the school year. I believe in education 
for all, regardless of  future profession. Letting 
kids skip school in order to maintain their 
juniors rankings cannot be justified, in my 
opinion. There are plenty of  weekday shows 
in the summer, and plenty of  weekend shows 
throughout the year. It is unconscionable to 
put children at a disadvantage in the juniors 
rankings if  their parents think school is more 
important than dog shows. The number of  
juniors now being home-schooled so they 
can go to dog shows to participate in Junior 
Showmanship events—and/or to make way 
too much money working for a handler—is 
out of  control. The excuse I hear is that they 
are doing it to win or earn scholarship money. 
Why do they need scholarship money when 
they are skipping school now? What does this 
teach kids?

Many of  our juniors in Havanese do exit 
the ring with big smiles and no tears, with or 
without a ribbon in hand. They are to be con-
gratulated. I strongly support the continuation 
of  Juniors events—if  point systems are not the 
motivation, and if  learning good sportsman-
ship and breed knowledge are the reasons to 
be there. 

—Alice L. Lawrence,
uzqnkz  Eftq3htr
Havanese Club of  America  

Italian Greyhounds
BUYING AN IG PUPPY: THE IMPORTANCE OF  

FINDING A RESPONSIBLE BREEDER

I’ve had to help quite a few people in their 
search for an Italian Greyhound puppy, as 

well as with other questions about the breed, 
problems, and so on. I try to be fair about 
anything I say, so I usually offer both sides 
of  the question, good and bad. Here is my 
take regarding some of  the fancy websites of  
“puppy farms” or other non-dedicated-breed-
ers offering puppies for sale.
Utnsyx ymfy yt st{nhj gz~jwx rf~ xjjr yt gj f uqzx? 
They have an eye-catching, professionally 

done website.
They almost always have a puppy of  the 

desired breed immediately available.
They are willing to ship the puppy anywhere.

mailto:pulifuzz%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.Havanese.org
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be purchased from a high-volume, commercial 
puppy producer. The extremely rare exception 
might be a high-volume breeder who actually 
has studied dogs and pedigrees and does the 
recommended health testing on the breeding 
stock. —Qnqnfs X3 Gfwgjw1 756;

Italian Greyhound Club of  America

Japanese Chin
“HOW MUCH FOR A PUPPY?”

Let me say a few words to you—yes, you, 
the person who sends an email just to ask 

for the price of  a puppy. The person who calls 
and hears a price and then says, “I can buy a 
cheaper puppy somewhere else.”

I’ll talk to you, too, the person who doesn’t 
care about “papers” because you want “just a 
pet.”

No dog is “just a pet.”
Behind every purebred puppy or dog is a 

gwjjijw3 I use italics here to distinguish a serious 
breeder from an “animal factory.” A serious 
breeder does not breed dogs without docu-
ments protecting the integrity of  the breed. 

Registration papers are records of  ances-
try documenting the bloodline and enabling 
you to investigate possible health problems 
in your lineage. When you tell a breeder you 
don’t care about papers, you’re telling them 
you couldn’t care less about puppy health—

you just want the cheapest thing you can 
find!

If  you choose to buy a puppy from a reputa-
ble and quality breeder, this breeder is respon-
sible for the health of  every puppy they bring 
into the world.

This breeder will skip vacations and miss 
sleep, and most of  his or her personal home 
space will be transformed to prioritize space 
for their dogs. The truly passionate breeder, 
who loves what he or she breeds, puts all his 
life’s blood into it—not only for puppies that 
are sold, but also for every puppy buyer who 
owns a piece of  their heart and is now of  
member of  their large family. This does not 
take into account puppies or dogs who may 
need veterinary care or extra help to thrive. 
Breeders worry about their “babies” after they 
leave for their new homes and take them back 
without question. 

A breeder will get his hands dirty, often 
covered in everything that comes with birth. 
Because that’s what life is all about—in the 
midst of  birth and death is life. The wheel that 
keeps spinning. A breeder conducts health 
tests; has echoes, X-rays, analytics, emergency 
C-section, vaccinations done; researches pedi-
grees; does deworming and microchipping of  
puppies; and takes dogs and puppies to spe-
cialists as needed.

Last but not least, a breeder hmttxjx the fam-

ily who is lucky enough to have their puppies. 
Yes, you read correctly: A real breeder hmttxjx 
the best homes for puppies, because he or she 
does not make a profit selling. There is no 
compensation that can offset the investment a 
breeder has made, so they must be able to rely 
on it being the right choice. Often more than 
saying yes …

A good breeder has other criteria for those 
buyers who wish to continue the bloodline. 
Why? Because breeding isn’t a responsibility 
to take lightly. It’s a lifestyle choice reserved 
tsq~ for the few, devoted people willing to 
make the sacrifices involved.

A dog is never “just a pet,” he or she is 
the legacy of  the breeder—a little boy’s best 

friend, protector of  a little girl, giver of  ther-
apy for an elderly person, a member of  the 
family, and someone’s whole world.

Ufwynfqq~ |wnyyjs g~ Xw3 Jizfwit Qtwjit Rzqqjw1 fsi 
ywfsxqfyji nsyt Jslqnxm g~ Fsljq Xtumnf Stllf@ rtin-
ăji ktw itlx g~ Frgjw Kwjshm3

Worth sharing, with so much truth in this 
article. Responsible breeding and owning and 
caring for several dogs is a lifestyle and com-
mitment many cannot understand. Seven days 
a week and 365 days a year, our lives revolve 
around the dogs.

—Christine Anderson, 
mnqq{nj|<6>68Eftq3htr

Japanese Chin Club of  America 

Maltese
KEEPERS OF THE BREED

We as breeders need to be the keepers of  
our breed. We first need to read our 

American standard and breed to it as closely 
as we can. 

The standard is the blueprint for our breed. 
No matter how well versed you are in it, read 
it again and again. Fashions come and go, but 
the basics are in our standard. Also, soundness 
in body and mind are just as important, no 
matter what “style” you think you like better. 
After all, when your dogs are done showing, 
they should be a great pet or family dog. 

Japanese
Chin
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lag or lazy sit, where you or your dog are los-
ing time on that agility course, or how your 
own poor signal mucked your dog up. Taking 
some time to have someone record your prac-
tice or actual performance is a great tool! 

The camera doesn’t lie, and how enlighten-
ing it can be to see a video and judge for your-
self. Coaches and players in many sports ana-
lyze themselves in this way. Your perception 
of  yourself, your dog, and the others’ dogs you 
are competing against can be totally different 
once you see the “game tapes.” 

Not long ago a friend commented to me that 
he felt his conformation dog was immature 
but competitive; however, after going home 
and looking at some video that was taken, and 
reviewing others in the ring that day, he had to 
admit his dog was sty competitive. Even stand-
ing around outside the ring and sizing up the 
competition, he had not honestly realized how 
his dog compared. 

Showing your dog in any sort of  competition 
is fun. It is also expensive and time consuming. 
You train, you groom, you feed special food 
and nutritional supplements, you seek out 
trainers, travel to the best facilities to work out, 
you strategize, and you enter under the judges 
you believe will like your dog. Take a page 
from other competitive athletes and use tech-
nology to improve and “up your game”! 

See you around the ring and online.

—Virginia Larioza, 
qn{nslxytshtzsy~EwxgfẎqnfyj3htr
Schipperke Club of  America  

Shiba Inu
PUPPIES IN WINTER

As I sit on the sofa with hot tea, writ-
ing and scrolling through social media 

during a winter storm, I see winter across 
many parts of  the U.S. has given challenges 
to many litter owners. I personally like to plan 
a breeding so that the litter arrives in mid- to 
late spring. Puppies can explore the yard by 4 
weeks old, hear neighborhood sounds, and be 
housetrained on a schedule with minimal fuss.

In all seriousness, I desire a spring litter 
because raising dogs in the Arctic brings mul-
tiple winter challenges: Outside doors are 
snow-drifted shut as a result of  40 to 60 mph 
wind gusts, making putting small, full blad-
ders outside near impossible; winter tempera-
tures are below freezing—minus 30 degrees 
Fahrenheit, or colder—and little paws get cold 
within seconds. 

Often enough, litters have to occur sooner 
than later, and this time around I was faced 
with the former scenario. My winter Shiba 
litter didn’t make it outside in the snowy yard 
until 8 weeks old, since Mother Nature didn’t 
allow it any earlier. 

Shiba puppies are, in my opinion, one of  
the easiest breeds to housebreak. The Shiba 
is by nature a fanatically clean breed, and 
this aspect of  the breed always pleases me. As 
breeders we strive for our litters to have posi-
tive experiences, and this includes the house-
breaking phase—a complicated task when 
outdoor elements are poor for both humans 
and pups. Imagine yourself  outside bundled 
up for winter in 40-mph gusty winds every few 
hours to patiently wait on puppies to do their 
business and the praise their great behavior 
with a happy voice and body language. One 
must find humor in this winter scene. 

Many breeders I talked with use shavings 
or straw set up in ex-pens outside to protect 
feet and create a better experience. In my case 
neither will work, with the constant snowdrifts 
and undesirable high winds. I didn’t want to 
use newspaper all the time, so I decided on 
potty-pads. I never use potty-pads with my 
Shibas, but the idea to introduce a winter lit-
ter to pads while I wait for Mother Nature to 
calm down intrigued me. 

Shibas are highly intelligent—and I’ll repeat, 
clean—even as pups, and introducing the 
potty-pad in the whelping area was quick and 
simple. As the pup explored more in the open 

Shiba Inu puppies
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We are fortunate now that many breeders over 
the last 60-plus years have been diligently work-
ing to retain and improve the quality and breed 
type of  the Shetland Sheepdog. People involved 
in our breed find it is essential to their longevity 
in the breed and the sport to refine their per-
spective to approach their goals in breeding a 
better Sheltie with each generation. Usually it 
takes many generations to try to set a virtue in 
your breeding program, and just one generation 
to lose it when you do a breeding where a fault 
you were not expecting diminishes it. Breeders 
are usually looking from a perspective of  years to 
seeing their results.

An exhibitor’s perspective is more immediate 
with the pursuit of  points at weekend shows. 
Everyone enters a show(s) with dreams of  win-
ning points and finishing a champion or adding 
points to their after-champion titles. 

Are we all being realistic? Do we actually 
enter the ring and maintain our perspective 
of  whether we are competitive on that day. 
Hopefully we have completed our homework, 
learned how to select our best Sheltie, studied 
and conditioned this individual, trained since 
puppyhood, and socialized him or her to attempt 
to make this precious animal “bombproof ” 
under as many situations as possible. Now you 
pray that the microphone doesn’t squeal as you 
enter the ring, a kid doesn’t knock a metal chair 
over, that puppy two rings down doesn’t get 

stepped on and screams bloody murder for a full 
minute, or the Akita in the next ring wins a five-
point major to finish and the celebration goes 
through the roof.

But the one thing you have absolutely no con-
trol over is the judge’s perspective. The judge’s 
perspective is going to determine the day. The 
judge brings to the ring all their knowledge 
about our breed, and also all their accumulated 
canine experience in all the breeds they have 
been associated with over the years. They use 
that perspective to determine which dog in their 
opinion comes closest to their understanding of  
our standard. 

Keep your perspective fluid about judges, and 
keep refining your perspective of  the Shetland 
Sheepdog standard and your individual dogs.

Every time I thought I had reached one of  my 
goals in the breed, a whole new horizon opens, 
and a new perspective comes into view. It’s a 
journey. Enjoy it and the people.

—Janice M Leonard, ASSA Life Member
American Shetland Sheepdog Association 

Spanish Water Dogs
THE CASE FOR A BREED-BASED HEALTH 

DATABASE

Recently on the SWDCA email forum, a 
discussion arose regarding health issues 

of  concern within our breed community. 

There was some unease regarding the accu-
racy of  some of  the information, as well as 
how it was shared. Unfortunately, however, 
there is currently no formal source or destina-
tion for our breed’s health data.

Following that discussion, I received a pri-
vate email from an individual who owns a dog 
sired by a male that I owned. My male was an 
early dog in a breed rare in North America. 
He had a good temperament and was success-
ful in both conformation and performance. 
An outcross who brought “new blood” to 
the breed, this dog was genetically “clear” of  
PRA, had OFA “Good” hips, inconclusive 
thyroid results, and no apparent allergies. At 
the time, these collective qualities made him 
attractive for use as a stud. The dog belonging to 
the writer of  the email had developed thyroiditis, 
and among other concerns, they were question-
ing the past use of  my dog for breeding.

Over time, my dog did develop some health 
problems. At age 7 a pineal hernia appeared, 
and by the time he was 8, surgery was 
required to repair it; the vet advised neutering 
at the same time. Arthritis also began to set in. 
He would chew at his pasterns because they 
bothered him, and the back half  of  his spine 
developed a distinct arch. His back end also 
began to cause him pain. He had always been 
a dog to live hard, and I attributed at least 
part of  his ill health to the abuse to which he 

had subjected his body. The arthritis finally 
led me to have him euthanized a few months 
before his 12th birthday, relatively young for 
our breed.  

I have been able to follow some of  his off-
spring, and this is what I know: The only two 
of  his progeny (different dams) in the U.S. 
that were shown easily attained their champi-
onships and are very successful performance 
dogs. One of  his sons developed a bilateral 
pineal hernia, as well as significant arthritis 
in his spine, and then died at age 8½ of  an 
aggressive cancer. Two of  his daughters (dif-
ferent dams) have developed thyroiditis, while 
a third daughter (different dam again) devel-
oped Addison’s disease. A male littermate to 
one of  the thyroiditis girls developed signifi-
cant food allergies. Another son (different litter 
again) has had serious ongoing gastrointestinal 
issues.

I make no apology for this dog having been 
used for breeding. He was used six times, 
including a couple of  litters using frozen semen 
after he died, and all complete outcrosses. With 
one exception, the litters were very small (two 
of  them singletons), and most of  his offspring 
went to pet homes. Would I use him, or a son 
or daughter of  his, knowing what I now know? 
Probably not. 

Unfortunately, prior to the writing of  this arti-
cle, I am probably the only person who could 

https://www.americanshetlandsheepdogassociation.org/
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and did make these connections. One concern 
of  the writer of  the above-referenced email 
was the negative impact that sharing informa-
tion about their dog might have on me, as well 
as owners of  dogs down line from my male. 
While not always easy to hear, awareness of  
this kind of  information is essential to making 
informed decisions for the future well-being of  
our breed. 

The example of  this one dog and his off-
spring makes a compelling case for the value 
of  a breed-based health database. An acces-
sible repository for the health records of  our 
dogs, and the ability to make connections 
between related dogs with similar health prob-
lems should be something that conscientious 
breeders would work to support. 

—Marnie Harrison, 
rfwsnjm:7Elrfnq3htr
Spanish Water Dog Club of  America 

Swedish Vallhunds

Our contributors for this column are Ivy 
Underdahl, Maria Gunderson, and 

Carol Wissler.

THE NOSE KNOWS: SCENT WORK WITH THE 

SWEDISH VALLHUND PART ONE

Dogs have an amazing sense of  smell, with 
roughly 300 million olfactory receptors,  

Spanish Water Dogs
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a free, low-reaching, extended elastic trot with
both front and rear feet remaining close to
the ground.  Having no need for speed, their
gait is a steady, slow trot that can be main-
tained for long periods without tiring.
There is a fair amount of variation both with
respect to size and coat.  The variations dis-
cussed in detail below are not considered un-
desirable as they do not affect the working
ability of the dog.
The ideal Bergamasco at any stage in coat de-
velopment is a well-balanced dog with a rustic
appearance.  The ideal height ranges from 21
to 25 inches.

Size, Proportion, Substance:  The Bergam-
asco is ideally suited to move and guard sheep
on the alpine rocky slopes and pastures with a
body slightly longer than tall.  Built for
strength and resistance, the Bergamasco has a
lean, athletic build on sturdy (but not heavy)
bones with a well-developed chest, relatively
short necks with firm, limber muscles.  This
framework is well-muscled, without being
thick or bulky.  The length of body measured
from point of shoulder to point of buttocks is
5 to 6 percent longer than the height meas-
ured at the withers.  (Height-to-length ratio
approximately 10:10.5 to 11.)  Measured at
the withers, the ideal dog stands 23½ inches
and the ideal bitch stands 22 inches.  How-
ever, there is a fair amount of variation in the
breed with respect to height, and taller fe-
males or shorter males are acceptable as long

as they are between 21 and 25 inches tall.
Males weigh between 70 and 84 pounds. Fe-
males weigh between 57 and 71 pounds. Dis-
qualification – Height under 21 inches.  Any
height over 25 inches must be considered a
fault.  The minimum height requirement of
21 inches shall not apply to dogs or bitches
under twelve months of age.

Head: The head is large, roughly proportion-
ate to the size of the dog.  The skull and muz-
zle are of equal length, (parallel to one
another) and joined at a pronounced stop.
The hair on the head may either be flocked
or not.  In either case, the typical disheveled
appearance is natural and rustic. Eyes - The
eyes are large, oval, and set just slightly
obliquely.  Eye color is chestnut, with the
darkness of the color varying from hazel to
dark brown.  The eye rims are tight-fitting and
black pigmented; eyelashes are particularly
long so that they can lift the hair falling from
the forehead over the eyes.  The expression is
attentive and calm.  Disqualifications – Any
lack of pigmentation of the eye rims; one (or
two) full blue eye(s). Ears - The ears are soft
and thin and hang down on either side of the
face.  The ears are set high. At its widest
point, the ear is from 2½ to 3 inches wide.
Ear length does not exceed half the length of
the head, and shorter is preferred.  The top
two-thirds of the ear is triangular, with slightly
rounded tips.  When the dog is alert, the ears
prick up at the base, with the top two-thirds

semi-drooping.  Viewed from the side, the
ears appear to be an extension of the curve of
the back of the neck.  The ears may either be
flocked or not. Skull - The skull is slightly
domed between the ears and rounded at the
forehead.  The skull is as wide as it is long and
features a prominent occiput and a marked
median furrow.  
Muzzle - The depth and width of the muzzle,
measured at midpoint, are each half the
length of the muzzle.  The muzzle is blunt, ta-
pering only slightly toward the nose.  The
upper longitudinal planes of the skull and the
muzzle are parallel.  Nose - The nose is large
and black, with big, well-opened nostrils.  In
profile, the nose is on the same line as the top
of the muzzle and does not extend beyond
the forepart of the muzzle.  Disqualification –
Dudley nose.  Lips - The lips are tight and
black pigmented.  Bite and Teeth:  The jaw is
wide with strong, evenly spaced teeth meeting
in a scissors bite.  The line of the incisors is
straight and perpendicular to the outside
lines of the jaw.  A level bite is acceptable.  Se-
rious Faults – Overshot, with a space greater
than one eighth of an inch.  Undershot bite,
such that there is a complete loss of contact
by all the incisors.

Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - The neck is
strong, slightly arched, with well-developed
muscles.  Measured from the nape to the for-
ward edge of the withers, the neck is 20 per-
cent shorter than the length of the head.  The

neck circumference is at least twice the length
of the neck.  There is no dewlap.  The hair on
the neck forms a thick collar with a varying
degree of flocks present.  In action, the neck
is carried forward with its upper profile al-
most a continuation of the topline, with only
a slight angle at the withers.  Topline - The
stacked side silhouette presents a level topline
to a slight rise over the loin with a slightly
sloping croup falling off to a low-set tail.
While moving, the topline is level. Body -
Chest and Ribs:   The chest is heart-shaped
when felt from the front.  The rib cage is well-
sprung and let down to the elbow.  (The
depth of the rib cage is equal to half the dog's
height at the withers.)  Tuck-up - Tuck-up is
nearly absent.  Back -  The back is straight.
Loin - The loin is slightly convex, firmly join-
ing the back and the croup.  Croup - In the
Bergamasco, the croup slopes about 35 de-
grees downward from the horizontal.  Pelvis -
The pelvis is well-developed.  The length is 31
to 32 percent of the height at the withers with
a fallaway of 35 to 40 degrees from horizontal.
Due to the steeper inclination of the pelvis,
the rear extension is lesser than other breeds
who work on flat terrain where speed and
stride width are more important than power.
Therefore, at a trot, the Bergamasco’s drive
will not be as high and long as other herding
dogs. Tail - The tail is natural and undocked,
thick at the base, and tapering to the tip, in-
serted in the lower third of the croup.  When
in repose, the tail hangs down to the hock
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• January 2021 – Getting Puppies Started
Right for Detection: Experts Compare and
Contrast Successful Approaches 

Looking Ahead to 2022
AKC GR expects the volume and fast pace
of legislation and regulation to remain simi-
lar in 2022 to 2021. We anticipate placing
significant emphasis on the following meas-
ures again in 2022: 

• Breeder regulations and restrictions
at all levels of government, but in-
creasingly as related to the federal an-
imal welfare act.  

• Costs of care/asset forfeiture.
• Court appointed advocates (“Lawyers
for Dogs”).

• Detection Dogs 
• Service Dogs/ Dogs in public
• Retail pet sales, sourcing, and con-
sumer protection.

• Arbitrary temperature requirements/
animal cruelty.

• Breed specific discrimination. 

COMPANION AND PERFORMANCE
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President,
Sports & Events; Pamela Manaton, Director,
of Obedience, Rally & Tracking; Carrie
DeYoung, Director, Agility and Caroline
Murphy, Director, Performance Events par-
ticipated in this portion of the meeting via
video conference.

Fitness to Participate in Fast CAT® and CAT 
The Board reviewed a recommendation to
define fitness to participate in the AKC Fast
CAT® and Coursing Ability Test (CAT)
Regulations. In these sports, all dogs must
be evaluated by an inspection committee
prior to running. The recommendation is
to expand on what is meant by fitness to
participate in the AKC Fast CAT and Cours-
ing Ability Test (CAT) Regulations. All dogs
entered must pass inspection by an inspec-
tion committee who determines that the
dog is 1) not lame 2) is fit to participate
and 3) if female, is not in season. The rec-
ommendation is to describe fitness to par-
ticipate as a dog exhibiting a state of
well-being, showing no signs of discomfort
and in the opinion of the inspection com-
mittee, appears to physically have the po-
tential to safely complete the course. 

Fast CAT® Regulations, Section 12.
Inspection Committee. 
To help all parties, the recommendation is
to expand the section of the Regulations
providing guidance to the inspection
committee.  

An inspection committee consisting of at
least two persons who are members of the
field committee shall inspect each entry for
lameness, fitness to participate compete
and females in season. Inspection shall take

place prior to any form of wrapping being
applied to the dog. In the opinion of the in-
spection committee, any entry found to be
lame, unfit to participate compete or a fe-
male in season, shall not be allowed to
enter and entry fees shall be refunded. 

Dogs that are physically challenged due to
loss of limbs are eligible to enter and
should be given the same consideration by
the inspection committee as four-legged
dogs. A dog that exhibits a state of well-
being at the time of inspection, shows no
signs of physical discomfort, and in the
opinion of the inspection committee ap-
pears to physically have the potential to
safely complete the course, is to be consid-
ered fit to participate. For safety purposes,
any dog requiring an assistance apparatus,
such as a wheeled cart will not be allowed
to participate.

This will be discussed further at the April
meeting. 

Pointing Breed Field Trials – 60 Minute Derby
Stakes
The Board reviewed a recommendation to
allow licensed derby stakes to be run up to
60-minutes at AKC Pointing Breed Field
Trials. Currently derby stakes are limited to
no more than 45-minutes. These longer
derby stakes are occurring at some AKC tri-

als. The length of a derby stake must be
stated in the premium list.

This will be discussed further at the April
meeting. 

Wirehaired Vizsla Allowed to Participate in
Retriever Hunting Tests
The Board reviewed a recommendation to
allow the Wirehaired Vizsla to participate in
Retriever hunting tests as requested by the
Parent Club. The request is consistent with
the breed’s history and purpose. The breed
was developed to be a versatile hunting
dog, capable of hunting both upland birds
and waterfowl.   

This will be discussed further at the April
meeting. 

Parent Clubs May Hold Up to Two Retriever
Hunting Tests Per Year Open to Their Breed
Only
The Board reviewed a recommendation to
allow the Parent Club for any breed eligible
to participate in Retriever Hunting Tests to
hold up to two tests per year that are open
to their breed only. This enables a Parent
Club to hold single breed hunting tests in
conjunction with regional or local special
breed events. Under the current Regula-
tions, Retriever Hunting Tests must be
open to all eligible breeds, except that tests
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in-attendance or on-call. 

The Board reviewed a recommendation by
the Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee
to amend Chapter 10, Section 4 of the
Rules Applying to Dog Shows by inserting “or
veterinary clinics” into the first sentence of
that section.        

These will be discussed further at the April
Board meeting. 

Opening of Entries - Rules Applying to Dog
Shows Chapter 6, Section 2
The Board reviewed a recommendation by
the Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee
(DSRC) to insert italicized language into
Chapter 6, Section 2 of the Rules Applying to
Dog Shows pertaining to the policy recent
adopted by the Board of Directors requir-
ing the publishing of premium lists, for All-
Breed dog shows with an entry limit, at
least 72 hours before the acceptance of any
entries.  

This will be discussed further at the April
Board meeting. 
AKC Approved On-Site Show Secretaries
The Board reviewed a proposal that out-
lined a plan to create a program called
“AKC Approved On-Site Show Secretaries”.
Individuals qualifying for this program

would have the option to work more than
one All-Breed or Limited Breed Club’s
shows in a calendar year. 

The idea being considered is to create a list
of AKC Approved Show Secretaries who
would be allowed to perform the function
of an On-Site Show Secretary for more than
one club when the pre-show role is handled
as a package show by one of the licensed su-
perintendents. AB/LB clubs could contact
individuals on this list to assist the club by
acting as their On-Site Show Secretary.

The Board directed Staff to send the pro-
posal to the Delegate All-Breed Committee
and Dog Show Rules Committee for their
input. 

Recognizing Centennial Clubs
The AKC currently recognizes 100-year-old
member cubs with a plaque awarded at the
September Delegate meeting. To expand
the recognition of all clubs affiliated with
the AKC for 100 years or more, Staff will
create a Centennial banner program. 

By acknowledging clubs that have been a
part of the AKC for over 100 years we are
recognizing their value and contributions
to the AKC and the sports they support.
Banners will be presented yearly beginning

in 2022. An announcement will be made,
bringing recognition to the clubs that cur-
rently qualify for a Centennial banner. The
AKC will continue to recognize clubs reach-
ing this milestone yearly.

JUDGES
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President,
Sports & Events and Tim Thomas, Vice Presi-
dent of Dog Show Judges participated in this
portion of the meeting via video conference.

Conformation Judging Approval Process 
The Chair, at the July 2017 meeting of the
Board of Directors established a committee
to review the current Board Approved Judg-
ing Approval Process adopted by the Board
at its June 2015 meeting and effective Sep-
tember 1, 2015, to determine where modifi-
cations may be warranted. 

Modifications suggested by the committee
were presented to the Board and subse-
quently approved at its November 2017,
January 2018, August 2018, May 2020 and
November 2020 meetings. 

Consistent with the committee’s evolution-
ary approach to its task, the Board reviewed
a memo with additional recommendations
brought forth by the Chairman’s Commit-
tee on the Judging Approval Process to

modify aspects of the Judging Approval
Process specific to New Breed Judges, the
Advancement of Approved Judges, and Vis-
iting Judges applying under the AKC sys-
tem. Some of these recommendations have
been further modified based on the
Board’s feedback at the January Board
meeting. 

Following a motion by Dr. Davies, seconded
by Mr. Powers, the Board VOTED (unani-
mously) to (1) modify aspects of the New
Breed Application Procedures, and (2) es-
tablish a track of advancement for quali-
fied, experienced judges.

I. New Breed Applicants (first time)

Two modifications: 
1) Increase the maximum number of
breeds one may apply for on their ini-
tial application from 12 to up to one
group or the equivalent number of
breeds in the largest group not to ex-
ceed a full group. 

2) Establish a provision where the de-
partment may consider application
for a full group by exemplary appli-
cants with extensive experience and
abilities in a group, but where they do
not meet the experience require-
ments for every breed in the group.
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Rottweiler Breed Standard Revision by
Petition
The President of the American Rottweiler
Club, (ARC) has submitted a proposed
revision to the Tail Section of the Rottweiler
Standard that was submitted to the ARC
Board by a petition of themembership. The
Board of the ARC voted unanimously to
accept the petition. The Board VOTED to
permit the ARC to ballot themembership
on the proposed standard revision to the
Tail Section of the Standard in accordance
with the Club’s Constitution and Bylaws.

Sloughi Proposed Breed Standard Revision
The American Sloughi Association, (ASA)
submitted proposed revisions to the breed
standard. The current standard was
effective January 1, 2011. The Board
VOTED to permit the ASA to ballot the
membership on the proposed standard
revisions to the Standard in accordance
with the Club’s Constitution and Bylaws.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to
discuss sensitive business matters. There
was nothing reported out of this session.
It was VOTED to adjourn Tuesday,
February 8, at 11:56 a.m. Eastern Time.
Adjourned
Attest: 
Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary

Appendix A

Conformation Judging Approval Process

First Time Application to Judge - New
Judges
The qualifications for the first-time appli-
cant are specific to breeds in which the ap-
plicant has documented hands-on
experience in owning, breeding or exhibit-
ing. Eligible fanciers on their first applica-
tion may apply for up to one complete
group or the equivalent number of breeds
in the largest group not to exceed a com-
plete group. (i.e., applicant for Toy group
limited to 23 breeds). Each breed re-
quested must satisfy the requirements of ei-
ther the 12-5-4 or New Breed Alternative
method for each breed requested.

All New Judge applicants must:
1. Pay a $35 per breed application fee.
2. Pass the Breed Standard Test de-
scribed in this Policy.

3. Successfully complete the ABCs of
Dog Breeding: Canine Anatomy
Course in the AKC Canine College

4. Pass Anatomy and Procedure test.
5. Be interviewed satisfactorily by an
AKC Executive Field Representative
as described in this Policy.

6. Pass a wicket or scales test adminis-
tered by an Executive Field Represen-

tative if a breed applied for is a 
measurable breed.

7. Attend an authorized AKC Basic
Judging Institute prior to requesting
regular status but not earlier than two
years prior to submission of initial ap-
plication.

Exemplary applicants with extensive experi-
ence and abilities beyond those points
listed above seeking the acceptance of an
application for a complete group but do
not meet the requirements of 12-5-4 or NB
Alternative Method for all breeds may be
considered.

• Must have a minimum of 25 years of
breeding and exhibiting experience
in Conformation in breeds within
that group.

• Must have significant experience and
success as a breeder and/or exhibitor
for a predominate number of the
breeds within the group.

• Individuals will be considered due to
their commitment and responsibility
to the sport.

• Application to include completed 12-
5-4 or New Breed Alternative form for
each breed in which requirement may
be met and a synopsis defining the in-
dividual’s experience in the sport and
the group sought.

• Requests for acceptance of applica-

tion for full group under this special
provision will be presented by the de-
partment to the Board of Directors
for acceptance.

Foreign Judges 
We invite foreign judges into our system.
Foreign judges who have judged breeds
and/or groups at AKC conformation dog
shows for a minimum of eight years may
apply under AKC’s foreign judges’ approval
process as follows:

• Must have been an approved judge
for a minimum of ten years in their
own country.

• Foreign judges who have established
permanent residency may apply for
up to one complete group. Should in-
clude foreign judge’s “original
breed”.

• Foreign judges who have not estab-
lished permanent residency and wish
to judge more than eight All-Breed
shows per year may apply for up to 14
breeds. Should include foreign
judge’s “original breed”.

• Must have been assigned breeds re-
quested a minimum of ten times at
AKC events. Exceptions may be con-
sidered for full group request which
includes breeds recently recognized
by the AKC and/or not recognized by
the foreign judge’s foreign registry.
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• Applicant must successfully complete
open book breed examination and
submit $35 fee for each breed re-
quested. Previous fees remitted to
complete exams of breeds not recog-
nized by foreign registry do not apply
toward this requirement.

• Applicant must complete the judging
application for submission to AKC
Judging Operations Department and
be published in the AKC Gazette.

• Applicant must successfully complete
all Anatomy and Procedural “open-
book” exams.

• Applicant must speak and read Eng-
lish OR arrange for an interpreter
when judging at AKC events. 

• Applicant must conform to AKC's oc-
cupational eligibility and Conflict of
Interest rules and guidelines.

• Applicant must successfully pass inter-
view by AKC Executive Field Repre-
sentative on all requested breeds,
AKC procedures and policies, and to
include wicket and/or scales test as
applicable.

• Final approval will be determined by
a review of complete file including in-
terview results and history of foreign
judge observation reports.

• If applicant satisfies all criteria,
breeds/group will be approved on
regular status. 

• Foreign judges choosing AKC ap-
proval will no longer be approved to
judge AKC events using their previous
foreign judging qualifications.

• Individuals who have judged AKC
events with observation in the preced-
ing two years will be immediately eligi-
ble to apply for additional breeds
under AKC’s traditional process.
Those who have not been observed in
the preceding two years will be re-
quired to complete three assignments
with observation before submitting a
second application under the current
system.

• Educational background and prepara-
tion in previous registry may be con-
sidered on future applications where
breed standards are consistent. Appli-
cant will be required to provide docu-
mentation of education.

A foreign judge who does not meet the
above criteria may apply under AKC’s
process for New Judges.
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http://www.americanwaterspanielclub.org/
http://theboykinspanielclub.com/
https://www.barbetclubofamerica.com
http://clubs.akc.org/brit/
http://www.amchessieclub.org/
http://www.clumbers.org/
https://www.americanspanielclub.org/
http://www.ccrca.org/
https://englishcocker.org/
http://www.esaa.com/
http://www.essfta.org/
http://www.fieldspaniels.org/
http://www.fcrsainc.org/
http://www.gspca.org/
http://www.gwpca.com/
http://www.grca.org/
http://www.gsca.org/
http://www.irishredwhitesetterassociation.com/
http://www.irishsetterclub.org/
http://iwsca.webs.com/
http://www.thelabradorclub.com/
http://nsdtrc-usa.org/
http://www.americanpointerclub.org/
http://www.spinoneclubofamerica.com/
http://www.sussexspaniels.org/
http://www.vcaweb.org/
http://weimaranerclubofamerica.org/
https://www.lagottous.com
https://www.kooikerhondjeusa.org/
http://www.wssca.com/
http://www.awpga.com/
http://www.whvca.us/
http://afghanhoundclubofamerica.org/
http://www.americanfoxhoundclub.org/
http://www.azawakhs.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/american_english_coonhound/index.cfm
https://www.basenji.org/
http://basset-bhca.org/
http://clubs.akc.org/NBC/
http://www.abtcc.com/
http://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/bluetick_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.borzoiclubofamerica.org/
http://www.dachshundclubofamerica.org/
https://cirneco.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/english_foxhound/index.cfm
https://www.gbgv.net/
http://www.greyhoundclubofamericainc.org/
http://www.harrierclubofamerica.com/
http://www.ihcus.org/
http://www.iwclubofamerica.org/index.html
http://neaa.net/
http://www.otterhound.org/
http://www.pbgv.org/
http://www.ph-club.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/plott/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/redbone_coonhound/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/portuguese_podengo_pequeno/index.cfm
http://www.rrcus.org/
http://www.salukiclub.org/
http://www.deerhound.org/index.shtml
http://www.americanwhippetclub.net/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/treeing_walker_coonhound/index.cfm
https://sloughi-international.com
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PARENT CLUB LINKS

Akita Alaskan 
Malamute

Anatolian 
Shepherd Dog

Bernese 
Mountain Dog

Black Russian 
Terrier

Boerboel Bullmastiff Cane Corso Chinook

Dogue de 
Bordeaux

Dogo Argentino German 
Pinscher

Giant 
Schnauzer

Great Dane Great Pyrenees Greater Swiss
Mountain Dog

Komondor Leonberger

Kuvasz Mastiff Neapolitan 
Mastiff

Newfoundland Portuguese 
Water Dog

Rottweiler
Saint Bernard Samoyed Siberian Husky Standard 

Schnauzer

Tibetan Mastiff

Boxer

WORKING GROUP TERRIER GROUP

Airedale Terrier American 
Staffordshire Terrier

Australian Terrer Bedlington Terrier Border TerrierAmerican Hairless
Terrier

Bull Terrier Cairn Terrier Cesky Terrier Dandie Dinmont
Terrier

Fox Terrier
(Smooth)

Glen of Imaal
Terrier

Irish Terrier Kerry Blue 
Terrier

Lakeland Terrier Miniature Bull
Terrier

Miniature 
Schnauzer

Norfolk Terrier Norwich Terrier Parson Russell
Terrier

Scottish Terrier

Sealyham Terrier

Rat Terrier Russell Terrier

Skye Terrier Soft Coated
Wheaten Terrier

Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier

Welsh Terrier West Highland
White Terrier

Wire Fox Terrier

Manchester 
Terrier

Doberman 
Pinscher

http://www.akitaclub.org/
http://alaskanmalamute.org/
http://www.asdca.org/
http://www.bmdca.org/
http://www.brtca.org/
http://www.americanboerboelclub.com/
http://www.bullmastiff.us/
http://www.canecorso.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/chinook/index.cfm
http://www.ddbsa.org/.
https://www.dogousa.org/
http://www.german-pinscher.com/
http://www.giantschnauzerclubofamerica.com/
http://www.gdca.org/
http://www.gpcaonline.org/
http://www.gsmdca.org/
http://komondorclubofamerica.org/
http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
http://www.mastiff.org/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
http://saintbernardclub.org/
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
http://www.btcoa.org/
http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
http://www.btca.com
http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
http://ddtca.org/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://sealyham.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/rat_terrier/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/russell_terrier/index.cfm
http://clubs.akc.org/skye/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
http://clubs.akc.org/wtca/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.dpca.org/


http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://biewerterrierclubofamerica.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
http://www.chihuahuaclubofamerica.com/
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://japanesechinclub.org/
http://www.americanmaltese.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
http://thepekingeseclubofamerica.net/
http://www.americanpomeranianclub.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com/
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
http://silkyterrierclub.yolasite.com/
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.usactc.org
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/norwegian_lundehund/index.cfm
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.schipperkeclub-usa.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shibas.org/index.html
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
http://www.xoloitzcuintliclubofamerica.org/


http://www.akc.org/events/handlers
www.akc.org/events/junior-showmanship/junior-clinics/
http://www.akc.org/events/handlers/adult-clinics/
https://my.royalcanin.com/
https://www.acdca.org/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.picards.us
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/bca/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/finnish_lapphund/index.cfm
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
http://www.pumiclub.org
http://www.assa.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/
http://www.swdclub.org/
http://www.bordercolliesociety.com/
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