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From the Brag Bag
From Donna Somers: “I got my first
Harrier from the Harrier Club of  America’s
rescue program. Sam was turned in due to fam-
ily illness at just under 2 years of  age. I wanted a
hiking buddy and companion. He certainly fit
that bill and we hiked for several years together. 
“I was at a dog event that had agility equip-
ment to try out. We loved it, and from that
moment on, we were hooked on agility. Sam
was 6 years old when we went to our first agility
class. He earned his MACH at 10! Sam earned
his PACH in 6 months! Along the way, he
became the first Harrier to earn the RA, RE,
RAE, RAE2, T2B, PACH, PAX2 And CA! 
“Sam is MACH/PACH Matilija’s Play It
Again, CD, BN, RAE2, MXS, MJS, MXP6,

MXPS, MJP6, MJPS, PAX2, OF, T2B, CA,
CGC.”

If  your dog has achieved some notable first or mile-
stone in its breed, send your brag and photo to
gazette@akc.org.

This month’s Brag Bag spotlights a breed the so-called experts often call “untrainable.”

Nominations are now
open for the AKC Humane
Fund Awards for Canine
Excellence (ACE). The
awards honor dogs who do
extraordinary things in the

service of an individual or
community in the cate-
gories of Uniformed Serv-
ice K-9, Exemplary
Companion, Search and
Rescue, Therapy, and Serv-

ice Dog. Nominations close
on July 31, and the names
of the five recipients will be
announced in the fall. 

Link
Make a nomination

Play Your ACE

https://www.geico.com/disc/akc
mailto:gazette@akc.org
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPage.aspx#FormId=_lq-3sMFRkKkwDirdZRsD82Bn_nZlqdCk98rl30ySjZUM1RBSTNVTDk1RkNWUzdBU0lOVUtCSlU0MC4u&Token=1d37a79b2d25466f996a31766627105d
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For those who love both
dogs and history, it’s
frustrating how even

the most painstaking biogra-
phers gloss over their sub-
ject’s relationship with the
canine race, even when the
subject led a decidedly doggy
life. One searches in vain for
a detailed discussion of
Theodore Roosevelt’s keen
knowledge of  dogs in Edmund
Morris’s three-volume life of
TR. Franklin Roosevelt biog-
rapher James MacGregor
Burns gives us the obligatory
Fala stories, but neglects to
mention the German
Shepherd Dog exhibited by
FDR and his daughter, Anna,
at dog shows in the 1920s.
Joseph Ellis on George
Washington barely notices the
great man’s kennel and the
role he played in the develop-

ment of  the American
Foxhound. Surely, knowing
how people relate to their dogs
can provide insight into their
temperament and character.
(That Washington named his
favorite hound Sweet Lips, for
instance, suggests a glimmer of
mischief  behind the general’s
granite façade.)  
We can learn much about
historical figures by seeing
them as their dogs saw them,
as is demonstrated by Stanley
Coren’s biographical sketches
of  famous dog owners. Brian
Duggan’s twin biography of
General and Mrs. George
Armstrong Custer, however,
takes it to the next level. 
With General Custer, Libbie

Custer and Their Dogs Duggan
delivers a well-researched and
elegantly written work of
“cynobiography.” (I coin a

word here because there is no
existing label for a book of
this kind.) 
In Duggan’s 300 pages, the
usual practice of  mainstream
biographers is reversed:
Custer’s hounds, instead of
being shunted into the foot-
notes, are front and center,
brought vividly to life by a
careful historian who is also an
authority on sighthound
breeds—and the GAZETTE’s
longtime Saluki columnist.
Duggan delights in describing
the general’s ever-evolving
canine clan that, by the time of
Custer’s 1878 date with des-
tiny at Little Bighorn, included
some 40 hunting hounds. 
Custer’s is among the most
documented American lives—
Duggan’s bibliography runs
eight and a half  single-spaced
pages—but Libbie Custer was

a revelation to me. 
Smart, literate, and beguil-
ing, Libbie did not start life as
a dog lover. She caught the
dog bug from her adored
“Armstrong” and became a
devoted fancier as she helped
to advance the career of  her
dashing but difficult husband. 
After Little Bighorn, Libbie
assumed the role of  caretaker
of  the general’s memory and
through her books and lec-
tures burnished the Custer
legend handed down to gener-
ations of  Americans. Among
its charms, Duggan’s book is a
love story: Man loves woman,
woman loves man, and both
love dogs.
The Custers lived in
momentous times and rubbed
elbows with celebrities whose
fame still endures. Buffalo Bill
Cody, Ulysses Grant, and even

P.T. Barnum in all his bom-
bastic glory are a few Custer
contemporaries who round
out Duggan’s supporting cast.
To the author’s credit, no mat-
ter how crowded the narrative
gets with people, events, and
historical asides, the focus
remains firmly, lovingly, and
knowledgably on the Custer
hounds and the constant

attentions of  their childless
owners. 
The field of  Custer scholar-
ship has been enriched by
Duggan’s work, and it is
hoped that future biographers
of  history’s heroes and rogues
will learn from its example.
Dogs do speak, the old saying
goes, but only to those who 
listen.—B.B.

Book Review
General Custer, Libbie Custer and Their Dogs: A Passion 
for Hounds, from the Civil War to Little Bighorn
by Brian Patrick Duggan (McFarland & Company)

https://mcfarlandbooks.com/
https://mcfarlandbooks.com/
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FEATURE

Any of  you who have
chaired or co-
chaired a national

specialty probably have a
pretty good idea how much
work goes in to making your
show a success. There are any
number of  landmines out
there that must be negotiated.
The goal is to ensure that your
attendees leave already antici-
pating next year’s show and
your club logs the specialty as
an aesthetic success, and a
financial one as well.
For this article, I spoke with
specialty chairs and others
who have been involved with
planning and staging special-
ties. Based on my own experi-
ence, I can tell you there are
details, large and small, that
are an integral part of  ensur-
ing a well-run, successful, and
truly memorable specialty.  

NEVER FORGET: YOU ARE
THE CUSTOMER
You have negotiating power
over certain portions of  your
specialty. For that reason, it’s

very helpful to maintain data
about your previous two or
three nationals. Historical data
can be invaluable. If  your club
rotates its shows around to
three or more time zones, it is
especially helpful to retain data
about the last time you staged
a show in the region where this
next show will be staged. 
While it is not etched in
stone that your attendance and
entry will be equal to what it
was that last time (remember,
entries are declining every-
where), it helps to have that
data from the last time to use
as a jumping off  point for
negotiations for an upcoming
specialty. This data will also
give you a look at how atten-
dance figures may vary based
on the region of  the country to
which you are traveling. It is a
general rule that West Coast
shows draw fewer entries than
shows staged in the Midwest
or on the East Coast, so you
must take that into considera-
tion as well.
Any specialty hotel is going

National Shiba Club of America
“There are details, large and
small, that are an integral part of
ensuring a well-run, successful,
and truly memorable specialty.”

https://www.shibas.org/
https://www.shibas.org/


https://www.bmdca.org/
https://www.nkcusa.org/
https://www.nkcusa.org/
https://www.bmdca.org/
https://www.bmdca.org/


http://cairnterrier.org/
https://www.uskbtc.com/
http://cairnterrier.org/
https://www.uskbtc.com/
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show chair or show/club
treasurer should meet with
the hotel’s accountant to set-
tle up for those day’s
charges. Waiting until after
the show has completed
gives the hotel a lot of
opportunities to add charges
to your bill that you are
unaware of  because the
entire specialty bill was not
reviewed until after the show.

TALK TO THE BOSS
Lastly, and potentially most
importantly, you should be
negotiating with the hotel’s
sales manager, not an under-
ling. Sales managers tend to
remain at hotel properties
much longer than those who
are part of  the sales staff.
Every hotel contract includes
a penalty clause should a club
have to cancel its event. That
charge is based on the length
of  time between the sched-
uled event and the official
notice of  cancellation. 
This, however, works both
ways. What happens if  the
hotel changes hands between

the signing of  the original
contract and the time of  the
show? A clause should be
included in the contract
which holds any potential
new owners to the stipula-
tions in the original contract.
If  your host hotel goes belly
up, AKC Event Ops does
have a group that has expert-
ise in locating another nearby
location should your hotel no
longer be operational. (Write
to clubdevelopment@akc.org.)
These are just a few ideas of
what your club can do to
make your specialties as spe-
cial as they should be. Keep
an eye out for the parent club
specialty survey and don’t for-
get to input data from your
shows to that database. If
there’s no input, there’s no
output and we will lose what
we think could be a very
valuable tool to help our
clubs in planning a national
specialty.

This article first appeared in
Perspectives, the AKC Delegate
newsletter.

7 More Tips for a Trouble-Free National
1. Hotels with three or fewer floors are way more convenient than staying in a tower.
2. Have cleanup kits available by the elevator for every floor on which dogs are staying.
3. Make sure the hotel has adequate grass for exercising the dogs. A concrete paradise might look good on their
website, but it can ruin your show. And, it certainly doesn’t hurt if your club has some prebuilt potty stations they
can distribute around the grounds prior to the show.
4. Nickle-and-dime items like tables, chairs, and draping are all negotiable.
5. If your club can afford it, the more audio-visual equipment you can provide, the more money you will save. Ho-
tels that have in-house A-V staffs can charge as much as $300 a day for a computer-connected projector. You can
buy a quality machine for
about the same price. This
is just an example. The A-
V prices you’ll pay if you
rent equipment are dra-
conian ($50 each time you
rent a projection screen
when you can buy the
same size screen on E-
Bay for 10 bucks).
6. Negotiate prices for RV
parking. You can add on to
the rate if you lowball the
negotiations and make
that a mini profit center
for your show.
7. Most specialties will
offer some types of health testing and most also do a blood draw for health studies. Make sure those activities
occur as close to the show ring as you can get them. Your participation will be severely impacted if they have to
walk any significant distance to have these things done.—D.J.

Newfoundland Club of America

mailto:clubdevelopment@akc.org
https://www.ncanewfs.org/
https://www.ncanewfs.org/


https://www.kennelclubpalmsprings.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayWXVW5ZLjM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hleblRnFmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hleblRnFmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=287&v=IH_ss4bjKN0&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayWXVW5ZLjM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hleblRnFmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hleblRnFmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hleblRnFmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hleblRnFmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hleblRnFmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hleblRnFmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=287&v=IH_ss4bjKN0&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=287&v=IH_ss4bjKN0&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=287&v=IH_ss4bjKN0&feature=emb_logo
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A Dutch 
Fantasia
Seventeenth-century Amsterdam was a

pretty bustling place! It was during
this period that the city was shaped to

the one we know today. Amsterdam was
originally surrounded on all sides by a large
canal, and no one was permitted to build
beyond this canal. At the same time, indus-
try was flourishing in the city, attracting new
people—and there was no room to put
them. The city solved this issue in 1613 by
expanding beyond the border canal, build-
ing three more smaller canals. This granted
more room for the growing population to
live as well as creating a wider harbor front. 
Just like the city of  Amsterdam was burst-

ing with people in the 17th century,
Abraham Hondius’s “The Amsterdam Dog
Market,” new to the AKC Museum of  the
Dog collection, is similarly overpopulated
with dogs. Painted at the end of  the 17th
century, this piece has long been associated
with the city of  Amsterdam. Ironically, there
actually isn’t any record of  such a dog mar-
ket actually existing during this time. 

The AKC Museum of the
Dog’s new acquisition is
an elaborate figment of
the artist’s imagination. 
By Jeana Wunderlich

“The Amsterdam Dog Market,” by Abraham Hondonis

http://www.artnet.com/artists/abraham-danielsz-hondius/
https://museumofthedog.org/
https://museumofthedog.org/
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Regardless, the painting is
still a fascinating glimpse at
this period in time. Not only
does it mirror the growing
human population in
Amsterdam, it depicts the
increased interest in dog
breeding among the upper
classes, and it functions as a
catalog of  dogs of  the day.
William Secord, of  the
William Secord Gallery, has
estimated that there is a mini-
mum of  16 different breeds
depicted in the piece. 
This sheer volume of  dogs

sets this painting apart from
other dog portraits of  the
1600s. Unlike portraits that
just feature one or a few dogs,
there are upwards of  50 in this

painting. Hondius created a
kind of  Kunstkammer painting.
(Kunstkammer is a German word
roughly translated as “cabinet
of  curiosities.”) 
Other Dutch artists were cre-

ating similar works in the 17th
century such as David Teniers
II, who painted the art collec-
tions of  his patrons—resulting
in paintings of  paintings!
Other Dutch artists painted
collections of  tulips, which
were highly valued at the time.
Instead of  art or tulips,
Hondius has painted a collec-
tion of  dogs! It is possible that
the piece was commissioned
by a dog breeder to showcase
what kinds of  animals would
be available to the dog-loving

public. 
While some of  the dogs in

the painting appear to be
generic, there are a couple
that stand out as individual
dogs, such as the white
Mastiff  in the center of  the
piece. This Mastiff  was the
subject of  the only known
study completed by Hondius
of  “The Amsterdam Dog
Market,” and it is also in the
AKC Museum collection. A
few months ago, the study
was clearly in need of  a little
TLC—the varnish on the
painting had yellowed consid-
erably, making the Mastiff
look more beige than white.
The study was recently
cleaned, retouched, and re-

varnished to bring it back to
form. The difference can be
seen here: On the left is the
piece with the discolored var-
nish, on the right is the final
product after cleaning. This
Mastiff  is placed in the center
of  the composition, in front

of  a set of  stairs that recalls a
stage setting. Below is the
kennel where masses of  dogs
are in a frenzy of  activity.
Above is the “showroom”
where an elegant woman
picks out a small lapdog with
her servant. Meanwhile, a

gentleman is in the center of
the “stage” deliberating
between three sighthounds.

REMEMBERING WALTER
“The Amsterdam Dog

Market” was donated by
Robert Flanders in memory

A painting of paintings: A famous example of Kunstkammer art is the Teniers painting of Archduke
Leopold Wilhelm’s art collection.

Study for “The
Dog Market,” 
before and after
restoration

http://www.dogpainting.com/index_new.cfm


https://www.facebook.com/montgomerycountykennelclub/
https://www.facebook.com/montgomerycountykennelclub/
https://museumofthedog.org/get-involved/membership
https://www.amazon.com/Breed-Apart-Collections-American-Kennel/dp/1851494006/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1Y6R2YQET1D3N&keywords=a+breed+apart&qid=1581438920&s=books&sprefix=a+breed+apart%2Cstripbooks%2C123&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Breed-Apart-Collections-American-Kennel/dp/1851494006/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1Y6R2YQET1D3N&keywords=a+breed+apart&qid=1581438920&s=books&sprefix=a+breed+apart%2Cstripbooks%2C123&sr=1-2
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/b57d9bb8#/b57d9bb8/30
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“Lady with a Whippet,”
by F.R. de Leub, gift of Mrs.
Paul R. Willemsen, AKC Mu-
seum of the Dog collection
Among the AKC Museum’s

most fascinating exhibits is
“Lady with a Whippet,” an oil-
on-canvas by F.R. de Leub,
one of those shadowy figures
of art history who executes a
superb painting or two, then
vanishes without a trace. 
We don’t know de Leub’s

nationality, when he was
born, or when he died. In fact,
we don’t know if he was a he.
(Female artists of the 19th
century often signed their
work with initials.) The name
of the sitter is likewise un-
known. 
And even the breed of dog

as given in the painting’s
name is in doubt: Anne Rogers Clark took
one look at this picture and noted that
the hound isn’t a Whippet but an oversize
Italian Greyhound. 
“The curves are wrong and the feet are

wrong for a Whippet—but correct for an

Italian Greyhound,” the revered all-
rounder said. 
De Leub’s exquisite craftsmanship

draws the eye to “Lady with a Whippet,”
but it is the picture’s aura of mystery that
stirs the imagination.

“Portrait of Bea Godsol,” by J.
Dwight Bridge, gift of Ronald H. Menaker,
AKC collection
This life-size canvas is one of the very

few works in the AKC art collection to de-
pict a member of the dog fancy. Godsol is
pictured with her Sealyham Terrier house
dogs, but it was with Newfoundlands that
she and her husband, Major Godsol,
made their considerable reputations as
exhibitors. 
The Godsols are best remembered

today as judges. Walter Fletcher, who
covered dog shows for the New York
Times for more than 60 years, wrote:
“[They were] two of the most sought-
after arbiters in the country. Both were all-
rounders and were active judges for 25
years. Bea was only the second woman
ever to name Best in Show at Westmin-
ster. It was in 1957, and I remember her
doing the unexpected: she put up an
Afghan, Ch. Shirkhan of Grandeur, the
first time an Afghan had taken that ex-
alted show.” Amazingly, Shirkhan’s first
career BIS was his win under Mrs. Godsol
at the Garden.
Mrs. Godsol memorably summarized

her approach to judging by saying, “All
dogs have faults. The great ones carry
them well.”

http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/763be969#/763be969/28
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=AKC%20Gazette%20shay&epa=FILTERS&filters=eyJycF9hdXRob3IiOiJ7XCJuYW1lXCI6XCJhdXRob3JcIixcImFyZ3NcIjpcIjM3ODYyOTI1MjI5MTU2OFwifSJ9


https://www.americanspanielclub.org/
https://www.americanspanielclub.org/about-the-asc/who-we-are/ascf-2/
https://www.americanspanielclub.org/about-the-asc/who-we-are/ascf-2/
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Irish Water Spaniel can connect with
the one person he loves more than
anyone else, is something mystical.

The way he responded to Bill in the
show ring was a matter of  mutual
trust and mysterious understanding.
They seemed to read each other’s
thoughts and moods. 

And Dugan had a sense of  humor.
He would act as serious as he could,
standing posed, or letting the judge

go over him without moving a mus-
cle, his eyes and his attention focused
totally on Bill. After the judge had
moved on to the next dog, or when-
ever there was a pause in the serious
business of  showing, Bill only had to
turn his hands over silently, and
Dugan would jump with joy. More
often than not, he would land uncer-
emoniously on Bill’s head or shoul-
ders. Photos taken after his exciting

Westminster win, showing him leap-
ing up with all four feet off  the floor,
spoke of  his sense of  glee that he
shared with Bill, because he was
aware that they, together, had done
something especially good!

The plaque on his crate, which I
still treasure today, describes not only
Dugan, but all good Irish Water
Spaniels: “From the crown of  his
head to the sole of  his foot, he is all
mirth.”—E.T.

Elizabeth “Betty” Trainor, VMD
(1927–2018), was an AKC judge of  sev-
eral breeds, including Irish Water Spaniels.

TIMES PAST

The following is an excerpt from Walter Fletcher’s
1978 Westminster preview in the New York Times.
The day after this story ran, Dugan, who won the
WKC Sporting Group in 1977, was defeated in the
group ring by Ch. Powderhorn Yankee Rifleman,
Mrs. Cheever Porter’s Irish Setter. Dugan returned
to the Garden in 1979 to win BIS. 

“This Irish water spaniel, who won the sporting
group last year, is the best I’ve seen of this unusual
breed. Dugan won the American Spaniel Club spe-
cialty in 1976, the first time one of this breed,

which was developed in Ireland, had taken the top
prize of the A.S.C. since it was organized in 1881,
three years before the American Kennel Club was
founded. Dugan has the proper coat, with his neck,
back and sides covered with tight, crisp ringlets.
And he has the ‘rat’ tail so characteristic of the
breed.

“He’s as hard as a rock. When I asked Trainor
how he kept Dugan in such condition, he replied:
‘Dugan gets three miles of road work every day. He
runs beside the car at an eight-to-nine-mile-an-hour
pace. When the weather is unfavorable he work on
a trotter, a motor-driven conveyor belt. All the run-
ning gives him that beautiful top line.’ ”

Dugan’s beautiful topline was the result of
three miles of roadwork a day. (Photo by
Ashbey) 

Westminster, 1979: Show chairman Chet Collier, judge Henry Stoecker, Bill
Trainor and Dugan, and WKC president William Rockefeller. Trainor borrowed
techniques from Poodle groomers to give Dugan what was then a unique look
for an IWS. (Photo by Ashbey)

“The Best I’ve Seen”

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=AKC%20Gazette%20rifleman&epa=SEARCH_BOX
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Afghan Hounds
SIZE

For as long as I can personally remember
in more than 40 years in the Afghan

Hound breed, there has always been a greater
range in size than our standard discusses. This
has been justified by the fact that in their orig-
inal state of  being, these dogs were used for a
range in purpose.
The Afghan Hound standard defines dogs
and bitches by weight and a recommended
height: The males are preferably 27 inches at
the withers, and the bitches are 25 inches at
the withers. The standard further describes a
leeway of  one inch above and one inch below
each recommendation.
I can assure you that these height recom-
mendations are smaller than what the average
eye might judge them to be. In general, it is
more likely to see dogs (and bitches) who
exceed the preferred size. However, what is
most important when size is considered is the
certainty that basic elements are not compro-
mised.
At whatever height an Afghan Hound
stands, the overall balance must be proper.
The square proportion of  the breed should be
evident. There should never be any signs of
plainness or coarseness.
I must also point out that the masculinity or
femininity of  an individual may not be deter-

mined by size alone. This is important to
know, because a proper, standard-sized
Afghan Hound male should never be deemed
less than masculine and faulted thereof

because the rest of  the entry of  dogs stand
well above the preferred range in size. 
Inversely, the same should be considered
regarding the femininity of  that bitch who

stands higher than the rest of  a standard-sized
entry. We want our males to look like males,
and we want our bitches to look like bitches,
and we certainly appreciate this when it is
inclusive with size.
—Harry Bennett, 
harryonly@aol.com
Afghan Hound Club of  America

Basenjis 
BASENJI PSA: BEWARE THE BUNGEES

Bungee cords have always been a dog show
essential, whether for tying-down crates

and other items on a dolly or for securing
crates in place in the car. In the past, the only
issue I have had with bungee cords is not hav-
ing enough of  them, or not having one of
those reassuringly heavy-duty long ones that
will fix any precarious situation. It’s true that
one episode of  operator error (mine) resulted
in a cord nearly taking out my niece—but,
thank goodness, it didn’t go beyond being one
of  those “could have been really bad” incidents. 
And then I had a bad incident. Last
September, my Basenji Lilikoi had a vet
appointment, and I decided to take my other
two Basenjis along for the ride. The blue sky
and orange leaves that day had me hoping we
could take a walk somewhere new. 
The appointment was with a neurologist at a
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Afghan Hound: “We want our males to
look like males, and we want our
bitches to look like bitches.”
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24-hour veterinary specialty/emergency cen-
ter. Lanikai and Chloe waited in the car in
Vari Kennels set on top of  the flat, folded-
down second-row seats of  my Suburban.
Because of  the tipping danger, I had secured
the kennels in place with bungees. I had tried
putting unsecured crates on those high seats in
the past, and more than once, while driving
down the freeway to a show, I had heard a
thump and a strangle of  surprise only to real-
ize that the crate had toppled sideways onto

the floor. Fairly distracting. 
After the appointment, when Lili and I

made our way to the car, I could hear Chloe
shrieking. I gave her a reassuring, somewhat
annoyed shout. “Chloe, I’m coming! Knock it
off.” Over the past few years, Chloe had
become increasingly demonstrative about her
dislike of  being crated. When she was in a
plastic kennel in the car, she sounded like a
20-lb., squalling popcorn kernel ricocheting
off  the walls of  a microwave. 
I opened the back passenger door, and she

should have been facing me, anxious to get
out. I opened the crate door—she wouldn’t
turn. Puzzled, I climbed into the driver’s seat
to look back into the crate and was horrified:
The bungee cord that was hooked onto the
side grate was now embedded in her lower
jaw. I could see the hook trying to poke out
the bottom of  her jaw. Blood was everywhere,
and she was fighting that hook like a fish bat-
tling for its life—she wanted free of  it even if
that meant ripping off  part of  her face. She
was screaming. And I had so much fear and
adrenaline that I swear I felt my body compo-
sition change.
I ran into the ER lobby. “I need help now!”

The vet tech followed me running to the car
while I filled her in. As soon as she saw the sit-
uation she said, “Go back in and tell them we
need another vet tech and a doctor.” I ran.

The tension on the bungee cord had been
tight to begin with, and Chloe had only made
it worse—her head was pulled taut against the
wall of  the crate. One of  the techs held Chloe
from behind, arms on either side of  her inside
the crate, and tried to stop her from flailing.
Somebody somehow removed a different
bungee so that the crate could be eased out of
the car with a crate-bearer on either side. The
three-person transport to the rear entrance of
the ER was a slow and awkward procession.
I returned to the front lobby to wait and

shake. 
After a bit, the vet came out to ask if  it was

okay to give a sedative. Absolutely.
I waited. The vet came out again. They got

her separated from the crate, but he wanted to
know if  she could be anesthetized so they
could remove the hook. Yes.
Three hours later. After a consult with me

about the antibiotics and pain pills Chloe
would need, they brought her out on a leash.
She had a large pouch under her jaw where
the hook had stretched it out, making her pro-
file very flabby and un-Basenjilike, and she
was protesting and whining and scrabbling to
get out the front door. The team that worked
on her understood why she’s called Crazy
Chloe. One of  the vet techs handed me the
bloody crate and wanted to know if  I cared to
keep the bungee. The hook was black plastic,

mangled, with a rusty metal core. Yes.
In true Basenji style, the injury didn’t even

slow down Chloe’s eating that night, nor did
she develop an abscess. Her dislike of  crates,
however, is now so astronomical that we
adhere to a restraining order of  one-foot dis-
tance for all objects. Her bedding is restricted
to paper towels. 
I’ve heard other stories of  Basenjis getting

stuck on bungee-cord hooks, including one from
fancier Pat Wand, who is “very careful with
bungees now” after her bitch BobbiSox pulled
one in that had been left on top of  the Vari
Kennel. Poor Pat was at home and had to free
her dog from the crate, and the hook from her
dog, with the help of  her son and daughter. At
least I was in the parking lot of  an ER.
Educational message: Watch your bungees. As

they say in some PSAs, “The more you 
know …” 
—Marcia Woodard, 
marcia@barkless.com
Basenji Club of  America

Basset Hounds
FINDING NEW BASSET BREEDERS TO
MENTOR

Breeding Basset Hounds is not for the faint
of  heart. Bassets are hardy adults, but

they are a challenge to breed. They usually do P
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The hook end of the bungee
cord had dug deep into
Chloe’s mouth.
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not breed naturally. The bitches can have a
hard time carrying puppies (think of  their
belly size and those short legs), the puppies
chill and die easily, the mothers can get sick
with mastitis or an infected uterus resulting
from retained placentas, the puppies have to
be taught how to nurse and often require sup-
plemental feeding, and the dams can be
clumsy—stepping or rolling onto a puppy.
More than one Basset breeder has had a
puppy named Pancake because it was flat-
tened by its mother before the breeder found
and revived it. All Basset breeders live 24/7
with their dam and newborn puppies for the
first two weeks to prevent problems. It can be
exhausting.
So what keeps Basset breeders going, and why
would anyone want to pursue this life? For
Basset, breeders the answer is simple: It’s the
puppies. You have not known absolute cuteness
until you see and hold a 2- or 3-week old Basset
puppy, or watched a 6-week old Basset puppy
trip over its ears. When they are old enough to
walk, they start following their human pack
leader as a group. We often play this Pied Piper
game to move a litter of  puppies from one loca-
tion to another. Their pack behavior starts
young. Basset puppies define cuteness.
However, I do not know many young people
who want to live the kind of  life it takes to get a
litter of  Basset puppies through their first two

weeks. I don’t know too many people who are
willing to give up their annual vacation to be a
full-time Basset nanny, and there are not many
careers that will allow a breeder to bring a dam
and puppies to work every day. All hobby
breeders have other careers to support them-
selves, or they live with a partner who makes
enough money to support the household. Is the
absolute cuteness of  the puppies enough of  an
incentive to lure more people into becoming

breeders?
As I look around, I see that many AKC
Basset breeders are approaching retirement
age, and few have mentored new breeders into
the AKC arena. I don’t know if  our system of
breeding and showing AKC dogs is losing its
appeal to young people, or if  we have merely
become invisible to them. Maybe it’s time we
look for ways to go to them, instead of  waiting
for them to find us.

Perhaps a place to begin looking for new
Basset breeders is among the kids who are
already showing an interest in animals in
school. Perhaps breeders need to start talking
to the kids in 4-H programs and FFA pro-
grams in high schools. Perhaps we can intro-
duce our purebred, absolutely cute puppies to
kids taking classes on small animal care in
school and ask if  they’d like to work with us or
come to shows with us. In this climate of  ani-
mal-rights activism, dog breeding has become
a tarnished avocation. It’s time to start turning
that around. It’s time to reclaim our virtue
and recruit new breeders—before the knowl-
edge and wisdom of  our retiring breeders is
gone for good. —Jacquelyn Fogel, 2012
Basset Hound Club of  America

Bloodhounds
WHY DIDN’T I WIN?

We’ve all been there. A tank of  gas and
several hour drive to a show where

there are finally points, motel room for two
nights, and meals, not to mention the $60
entry fees for the weekend plus parking, and
your Perfect Dog leaves the ring with no
points. If  this happens several weekends in a
row, it can be very discouraging, especially for
a novice. There is a temptation to blame it on
politics or color bias, but let’s look at all the
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reasons you might not have considered and
can do something about!
Conditioning. As an owner-handler, you might
think your Bloodhound is ready to show, but
they might not be in the best weight or coat.
They might need to gain or lose a couple of
pounds or just develop a bit more maturity.
One or the other of  you (or both!) might need
more ring experience to cope with unexpected
sights or sounds. Young dogs can go through
several startle periods where they just have a
hard time focusing if  there is too much dis-
traction, and, if  the handler is not completely
familiar with ring procedures, there are some
minor things that can trip you up and fluster
you so that you are also not focused. It helps
to video the classes and look objectively at
how your dog compares with the competition.
Ability. The ability to show a dog to its best is
an art form. Watch the people who possess it,
and try and imitate their skills. Far too many
people think there is no training involved in
conformation. Just put the dog on the lead
and jog him around! But you should know the
correct speed for your dog to move properly,
and know how he likes that lead held. Some
dogs like a taut lead, while others will fight
that lead unless it is loose. Again, know your
dog! Did you have him in a stack every time
the judge looked? Was the stack flattering to
him? Or was he posting, cockeyed, or with his

ears on the top of  his head? Were your hands
quiet, or constantly fluttering around your
dog’s worst feature? Videos can be painful to
watch, but they are certainly educational.
Attitude. Does your dog enjoy the ring? I am

currently working a bitch who does everything
I ask but makes it clear with her body lan-
guage that she hates every second of  it. As a
result, I have lost the points more than once to
a dog who might not be as correct in struc-

ture, but has her tail up and draws the eye of
the judge. My girl is getting better about
understanding her job, and I believe she will
finish, but I won’t bother trying to special her
when she just doesn’t want to play. Amazing
show dogs are born with a special sparkle that
can’t be trained. However, you can work on
making the job more enjoyable for a dog who
just doesn’t see the point of  it all. Teaching
confidence and poise is something that takes
repetition and a wide variety of  motivators
Locale. Bloodhounds within our standard
have a wide variety of  styles which are all cor-
rect. However, if  you have a sporty, athletic
dog and everyone else in the ring is blocky and
wide, your dog will stand out, for better or
worse. If  you are traveling to an event where
you know most of  the dogs will be from the
same lines, consider whether your dog will fit
in or stand out. Is it worth spending your
money on shows with typically large entries
like specialties, where the points are high? Or
going to smaller shows where there are only a
couple of  points, but also a greater change of
placing? Talk to friends and see if  there is a
middle ground where you can all drive a little
less and still put together a major of  four or
five dogs.
Show grounds. Does your dog do better
indoors or out? On grass or concrete? Again,
video your dog on leash at home on a variety

HOUND GROUP

B
LO

O
D

H
O

U
N

D
 C

O
U

R
TE

S
Y

 B
E

TS
Y

 C
O

P
E

LA
N

D

Bloodhound puppy



mailto:Copelandia@aol.com 
https://www.americanbloodhoundclub.org


mailto:jonauroral@gmail.com 
http://www.Borzoiclubofamerica.org


FEBRUARY 2020AKC GAZETTE 33

BREED COLUMNS
lead. With Rally Advanced, Excellent, and
Master, all exercises are off  lead.
Unlike agility, in Rally the handler does not
have to sprint across a large field or arena, and
the dog does not have to climb an A-frame or
run a four-foot-high dog walk. And unlike obe-
dience, in rally you can talk to your dog, praise
them, give hand and voice signals, and other-
wise cheerlead for the entire course. You just
cannot touch them. Rally is quick and fun, and
dogs love the verbal praise while working.
To qualify for the AKC Rally Nationals, a
dog needs to have earned its title, whether
Rally Novice (RN), Intermediate (RI),
Advanced (RA) , Excellent (RE), or Master
(RM), by the end of  the qualifying period. For
2020 the qualifying deadline was November
30, 2019. In addition the team must have a
score of  93 or higher in three different trials.
The only exception to this is the championship
division, where the team must have earned a
score of  93 or higher in three classes—
Advanced B, Excellent B, and Master—at the
same trial three different times.
On the day of  the National competition,
each team competes twice in two different
rings with two different judges. The
Champion level requires competition four
times in four rings to complete two Master
courses, one Excellent course, and one
Advanced. That’s a lot of  effort and concen-

tration for both human and dog, and by the
end of  the day both are tired. Dachshunds are
tough little dogs and generally do well, but it is
hard to earn placings at the National, as the
bigger dogs are usually faster. 
In 2018, competing against whip-smart
Border Collies, clever Poodles, obedient
Labrador Retrievers, and happily biddable
Goldens, a black and tan smooth miniature
Dachshund named Nilsson, owned by Cathy
MacCarthy of  Pennsylvania, took sixth place
out of  over 40 Novice Rally qualifiers. 
So keep your eyes on the AKC National
Rally Championships in Ohio this June.
Those 28 Dachshunds are ready to Rally. 
Yes, our dogs can do that!
—Trudy Kawami,
salixbrooklyn@aol.com
Dachshund Club of  America

English Foxhounds

Donna Somers wrote the following for this column
in 2010.

WALKING-OUT
When you hear the word foxhound, the typical
English hunt scene immediately comes to
mind, with a pack of  hounds giving chase and
horse and rider following behind. This is only
a snapshot into the complex foxhound, how-

ever. Bred for centuries to be a specialist on
foxes, he is also a cooperative worker with
humans! 
From the time the pup can toddle about in
the yard until his entry into the pack, he has to
learn to work, live, and interact with people.
Young pups are put out “at walk” during this
first year. This is done to socialize the young
hound and to teach him the basics, such as
accepting a collar and lead. The huntsman

makes the matches between the pups and their
foster homes, sending pick pups to the homes
that consistently turn out good, socialized
hounds. During this year the huntsman does
not forget them but makes inspections to see
to the pups’ progress, giving encouragement
and advice if  needed. 
The foster homes are expected to socialize
the pups, including interaction with both ani-
mals and humans. The puppies are expected
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English Foxhounds: “New Forest Foxhounds,” by John Emms (1843–1912)
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game-shooting and hunting. We were sup-
posed to parade them in a regular breed pres-
entation, but we started working on the idea of
presenting them as a pack. 
And that idea became reality. We had to get
costumes: knickerbocker, white blouse and a
blue jacket (made by one of  the members),
and of  course a classic hunting bow-tie, coat,
and cap. And we had to start training the
hounds. Tini by then was delegating much of
the hound jobs to his son Wiljan, who took it
upon himself  to act as Master of  Hounds and
huntsman, in a red coat. He picked six hounds
to start with, and we started exercising and
grooming them weekly. 
We had a few months to get ready, and on
the big day itself  we were very, very nervous.
We had to walk them through the public area,
food stalls, other animals, and so on. Into the
great demonstration ring … 
It went rather well, however, and we got an
invitation to come back the following year. So
the next two-three years were used to build a
pack and a team of  skilled whippers-in. On a
training (and later on, a day out hunting) we
needed at least six people to help Wiljan, six
so-called whippers in—with one far in front,
to close off  escape routes and to open gates or
remove fences, two on either side of  the water
we hunted, and one in the back to close gates
and reset fences. Usually there were more
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It took several years to build
the pack and a team of skilled
whippers-in.
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Scottish Deerhounds

This month we are privileged to have a
guest columnist, Bjorn Fritz, of  Fritzen

Deerhounds in Germany. Bjorn lived with and
worked with Anastasia Noble of  Ardkinglas
Kennel in Scotland as a young man, and he
has agreed to share with us some of  his mem-
ories of  that time.

OPPORTUNITY TO WORK WITH
DEERHOUNDS
Would anyone from home or abroad like to come and

work with me and my hounds at any time? I have had a
number of  people over the years and they seem to enjoy it
and I enjoy having them.
I can only offer keep and pocket money and a chance to

learn my way with Deerhounds and my way of  life, and
see a lovely part of  Britain.
If  interested let me know with some reference about

yourself.
—Anastasia Noble,
Ardkinglas Deerhounds

HOUND GROUP

P
H

O
TO

S
 C

O
U

R
TE

S
Y

 B
JO

R
N

 F
R

IT
Z

The Ardkinglas estate in the Sot-
tish Highlands was home to Miss
Anastasia Noble and the Ardkin-
glas Deerhounds. 
Clockwise from top center: Miss
Noble in later years, with five
champions; view of Ardkinglas;
Miss Noble in the early 1950s; Miss
Noble with deerhound and kestrel,
1930s; the estate in winter 1987.
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breed.
Another benefit of the era of Facebook
and so on is the ability to share health and
nutrition information. However, this informa-
tion can be a double-edged sword. Some
people want to rely on “Dr. Facebook” for
veterinary advice, which is not a good idea.
There are valuable idiosyncratic lessons and
experiences that other breeders have had
that can be helpful, but this should always be
followed up with veterinary and professional

consultation. One of the problems with
social media is that too many people espouse
ideas and treatments that have no basis in
science, sometimes to the detriment of dogs
and their owners. Some of the so-called
“experts” actually have little experience, or
relate untested and un-vetted theories that
are not sound or suitable for all dogs. Truly
knowledgeable and experienced advice on
social media can be very helpful, but it is no
substitute for first hand professional expert-

ise, especially from a trusted veterinarian,
therapist, or trainer. There is much informa-
tion of value to be gleaned from social
media. There are Whippet breeders and vet-
erinarians who have a lot of general advice
to offer on that platform, but the questioner
must be discerning, and rely on the breeder
or vet who is familiar with the individual
dog.

So, in short, I believe that social media
has provided us with more positive experi-

ences than negative ones. It has given us an
easier path for education, outreach, and
information about our beloved Whippets. We
have become a “one world” breed. But we
must be ever vigilant and guard against
unfounded gossip, misinformation, irrespon-
sible breeding, and those who do not have
the best interest of all Whippets at heart.
Phoebe J. Booth, 
Shamasan@aol.com
American Whippet Club
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Whippet: “We have become a ‘one world’ breed.”
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Airedales
THE RIGHT PUPPY FOR THE RIGHT
HOME: A BREEDER’S PERSPECTIVE

When I first became involved in the dog
show world, I lived in the last frontier,

Alaska. I was very lucky when I got my first
“potential” show puppy, because I found two
ladies who mentored me and lead me down
the right path to my breeding program. These
two women were very knowledgeable in the
dog world and each had much to offer a new-
comer. They taught me to show and groom
and allowed me to apprentice with them. I
was also involved with each litter they pro-
duced. I helped with the temperament testing
which they used as a tool to gauge each
puppy’s strengths and weakness. I learned how
they screened their prospective puppy buyers,
and how very important the screening was. I
learned about taking into account the tem-
perament, personality, and energy level of
each puppy and the importance of  placing the
right dog with the right owner. 
I’ve learned to screen the phone calls and
emails I get to help find the right families for
each of  my puppies. In the past I dismissed
emails and phone calls if  the first sentence was
“Do you have any puppies and how much are
they?” I used to think that if  money is the first
thing they ask about, then my dogs probably are
not for them. I am sure every breeder has said

or thought this. However, a breeder friend sug-
gested to me that most people don’t know what
else to ask when they first contact a breeder. I
then started communicating with these people
and found that about 80 percent of  them are
more concerned about health, temperament,
and finding a great family member than about
the cost of  the puppy. I usually write or tell the

person more about my dogs and me. I ask them
if  they are close enough to come and see my
dogs in person, or I find out where they live, and
if  they have not met the breed, I find someone

in their area who has Airedales. I will always try
to educate anyone who is looking for a puppy.
I do have two hard and fast rules. I don't sell
two puppies to the same family, and I don't sell
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“The process to determine which puppy best
fits with which family is ongoing as the pup-
pies develop. The final decision as to which
puppy goes into which home rests with me.”
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puppies to people with children under the age
of  3.
The final decision as to which puppy goes into
which home rests with me. The process to deter-
mine which puppy best fits with which family is
ongoing as the puppies develop. I watch them to
see how the pups handle new things. I watch
closely how each puppy reacts to new people,
new dogs, new situations and new environ-
ments. All these things are observed and noted.
If  one is a bit sound sensitive, I will slowly
expose the puppy to more sounds. I will place
that puppy in a home that is not quiet but is also
not extremely loud, either, and I will make sure
the puppy’s owner continues to expose the
puppy to new sounds in a positive way, so the
puppy will develop in an adult with no sound-
sensitivity issues.
Another determining factor in placement is
the energy level of  each pup.  If  a family is very
active I look for a puppy that will not be over-
whelmed or overstimulated by the level of  activ-
ity of  the family. A puppy who is high energy I
place with a active and sports-minded family
who will include the puppy in their lifestyle. 
I will put the calmer puppy with younger chil-
dren or families with older children. I also put
these puppies with older couples who have occa-
sional visits from grandchildren.
If  the family has active children, I will place a
medium-level puppy with a very stable tempera-

ment. That way the puppy will not feed off  the
children’s energy and become unmanageable.
Even with years of  experience in raising
puppies and placing each in a home compati-
ble with their personality, I still get the occa-
sional puppy back. This isn’t because of  a
puppy being a “misfit,” however. Rather it
might happen because of  an owner’s illness,
hardship, or moving out of  the country. By
taking care to place the right puppy with the
right family, the puppy is happy, the family is
happy, and I get fewer phone calls for help!
—Dianna G. Fielder,
dfkynas@aol.com
Airedale Terrier Club of  America

Australian Terriers
WHY IS A CONFLICT OF INTEREST
POLICY IMPORTANT?

The Australian Terrier Club of  America,
as well as all AKC breed clubs, has an

obligation to the public as a non-profit organi-
zation and to its members to ensure that deci-
sions and transactions made are in the best
interests of  the club and its members. The
ATCA Board of  Directors, its officers, and all
members with decision-making responsibilities
(such as committee chairs) owe a fiduciary
duty of  loyalty to the ATCA. This requires
they act in the interest of  the club and not in

their personal interests. A Conflict of  Interest
(COI) Policy is important, as it provides a
framework for all working on club business to
ensure that any potential conflict will not have
a negative impact on the club’s reputation or
on their ability to make a decision that is, first
and foremost, in the best interest of  the club.
A conflict of  interest is when a member—be
it a member making a decision for club busi-
ness, or a member (or family member) acting

as a vendor—benefits (or appears to benefit)
from the decision or transaction. The exis-
tence of  such a conflict, in and of  itself, is not
improper or problematic. Rather, it is how the
interest is handled that determines the propri-
ety of  the decision, transaction or other
arrangement. All potential conflicts of  inter-
est, or those that could be perceived as such,
should promptly be disclosed to the Board or
to the chair of  the relevant committee to
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ensure that all relevant decision makers are
aware of  the conflict of  interest prior to further
consideration of  the transaction.
Before moving forward with the COI trans-
action, the Board of  Directors must decide if
it is fair, reasonable, and in the best interest of
the ATCA. The person with the conflict of
interest, and any other person involved in the
transaction, may gather information for any
discussion related to the transaction. They
should be available to answer any questions
the BOD has prior to deliberations and voting.
They cannot be present during the delibera-
tions and vote and should refrain from
improperly influencing members of  the BOD
one way or the other. The Board considers the
transaction, with a quorum present, to decide
if  it is fair, reasonable, and in the best interest
of  the club and its members. If  a member of
the BOD is involved in the transaction, they
should abstain from voting and not be present
for the deliberations and vote. 
Each year, all members of  ATCA should
review all transactions they expect to have
doing club business. If  they stand to benefit
(financially or through gifts), or there is a percep-
tion that they would benefit from a transaction,
the transaction should be reported to the BOD
right away. The board can decide if  the transac-
tion is of  benefit to ATCA. If  voted by a major-
ity that it is, then the transaction is no longer con-

sidered a conflict of  interest. 
The most important part of  this procedure is
the disclosure of  the potential conflict. Any viola-
tions of  the policy, even unintended ones, should
be promptly reported, and the board may
enforce the policy in the appropriate matter.
—Dr. Grace Massey, 
firewalkeraussies@gmail.com
Australian Terrier Club of  America

Border Terriers
DIEHARD BREEDER-OWNER-HANDLERS

Maybe it’s a terrier thing, or maybe it’s
the competitive nature in all of  us who

show any breed in the AKC ring, but I’ve
come to learn there is very little that can inter-
rupt plans to make it to the dog shows. No
rain storm, blizzard, family reunion, birthday,
or simple ailment will stop a diehard owner-
handler from hopping in their van and accel-
erating down the road toward their next dog
show destination. Wedding anniversary? It will
have to wait, for nothing is more important
than chasing that valued next point toward the
championship title.
Most of  us over the years have developed
close friendships from our dog-show hobby.
This adds to the drive and devotion we have
in making our show entries, hotel reservations,
packing plans, and grooming-scheduling

before setting our GPS’s to the next exciting
event.
Flat tires, fender-benders, traffic jams, late-
night hours—nothing causes us to wonder,
“Should we turn around and go home?”
I recall a time when I was traveling with two
friends to the national specialty. All of  us
diehards know that a specialty is “special,”

and there is nothing that will keep us from this
awesome annual experience. 
The three of  us had stuffed nine Border
Terriers into my tiny Toyota RV and excitedly
headed out for the 14-hour drive to
Massachusetts. Awaiting us there was a much
larger rental RV to share while we stayed for
the week. 
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Halfway out on our trip, the front right tire
exploded and caught on fire. We were towed
to a hotel, and the next morning, we rented a
cargo van to stuff  and squeeze everything
inside, very determined to keep going. 
Did we ever consider turning around? Not
on your life! Not even after finding out I had
hung up on my husband after screaming in
the cell, “We’re on fire!” While dialing for
help I had no idea the beeps that were inter-
rupting my attempts were from my husband,
who envisioned us blown up by the propane
tank. This was only the beginning of  why he
asked me for a divorce one week later.
Luckily for me, he recanted the morning
after my friends and I had finally made it
back home! 
That particular specialty trip was filled with
many mishaps … lost eyeglasses (making my
friend totally blind for many hours), the
rental RV having no power when we arrived, a
horrible storm, and the fact that I could not
figure out how to work the RV shower. I am
willing to admit I considered running naked
outside and diving in to the pond to rinse off
my lather, but I chose instead to douse myself
with the bottled water—so cold!—for my final
rinse. This was very late at night, while my
friends were snoring in unison.
I am sure there are many more stories to be
told of  adventures traveling to dog show after

dog show by all of  us diehards. I want to
thank the AKC for providing us the opportu-
nity to make showing dogs such a huge part
of  our lives. I am sure my farming husband
would rather I stay home, knit, can beans,
and match his socks, but I have to admit: I
am a diehard breeder-owner-handler, and I
love it! 
—Lynn Looper, 2014
Border Terrier Club of  America, Inc.

Bull Terriers

Our column for this issue is written by
Shirley Watkiss, who has been very

active in Bull Terrier health and welfare for
the last 40 years. Shirley and her husband,
James, are longtime Bull Terrier owners,
breeders, and club members in a beautiful
part of  Western Australia. Shirley will be
writing several contributions for this column
and has prepared her own introduction:
When I met Jamie in 1968, he wanted a Bull

Terrier, but we had two small children and a business,
so I wasn’t keen on getting a pup. It took him until
1973 to talk me into getting a 12-month-old bitch
named Lady. In no time at all she became my faithful
companion and was for the next 12 years. We bred our
first litter in 1974 under the Westbul prefix. We have
enjoyed our success (19 ROM champions) and our
Bullies.
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TAIL-CHASING AND SPINNING
My first experience with a young Bull Terrier
chasing his tail was in 1980. The spinning
started when he was approximately 6 months
old and progressively became more frequent
until at 10 months, he would become aggressive
if his owner interrupted or tried to stop him.
We took him in and kept him mostly in the
house for the next couple of weeks, but it was
impossible to stop the tail-chasing and aggres-
sion. Then, he reached a stage where he would
not eat. Our vet came and put him to sleep. As
Jamie carried him out to bury him, the dog’s
head fell back, and we could see this poor baby
had two holes in his top gums where his lower
canines had been gouging. One cannot imagine
how much pain this dog must have endured, yet
between 6 to 9 months when he was distracted
from tail-chasing he would play with a ball. His
lovely personality seemed to be completely
derailed by the spinning.
I never heard of or saw another tail-chaser
until about 1988, when an owner phonedme to
say she was going to put her 7-month-old bitch
down because she had been chasing her
tail/spinning for weeks. Her vet had gone
through the usual possibilities—worms, fleas,
boredom, and so on.When we went see the
bitch, she had both her lower canines pressing
on her top gum. I told her to have her vet either
remove the two lower canines or have them

ground down so they weren’t jabbing into the
top gums. The owner said she had spent enough
money on the bitch, so I took her to our vet who
removed the offending canines. The young bitch
never chased her tail again and lived to be 12.
On another occasion, a 7-month-old bitch
was chasing her tail, accompanied by high-
pitched yipping. The owner in tears said she
just couldn’t stand it any longer. The vet had
tried the usual sedatives, suggesting the prob-
lem was neurological. Jamie asked her to check
the teeth. The vet insisted they was not a prob-
lem. Not convinced, Jamie drove up there. As
we suspected, the canines were instanding. Our
vet removed the lower canines, and the differ-
ence was remarkable. She was happy. She
never chased her tail again.
If a pup does start to spin, check his teeth and
placement of the canines. If left with the punc-
turing canines, the dog will suffer, and the spin-
ning habit may never be broken. —S.W.
Thank you, Shirley. 
—Carolyn Alexander,
brigadoonbt@aol.com
Bull Terrier Club of  America

Cairn Terriers 
ON A LOOSE LEAD, NOT TOO FAST

Cairns are supposed to be sturdy little
dogs. Well-muscled and properly struc-

tured Cairns can trot, run, climb, and dig all
day without exerting undue effort. To preserve
the physical abilities of  the Cairn, we must be
able to observe and recognize proper move-
ment. Further, we must avoid improper move-
ment and try to improve upon any flaws. So,
how do we being to recognize correct move-
ment?
On a moderately loose lead, the Cairn should
move effortlessly. A solid, still topline should be
observed while moving and the feet should
travel in a direct line. A Cairn should not be
intentionally moved too fast in an attempt to
hide improper movement. A good judge will
recognize incorrect movement. The “down”
portion of  the “down and back,” gives the
judge a chance to see the natural positioning of
the rear and how it drives. A strong mover will
show parallel, well–let-down hocks that are nei-
ther too close together or too far apart. The
positioning of  the legs and placement of  the
feet should stay true to how the dog is stacked
both on and off  the table. On the “back” por-
tion of  the “down and back,” the front legs
should appear to reach and should be straight
columns of  bone, with the acceptable slight
turn out of  the front feet (for digging purposes).
The drive of  the rear and the reach of  the front
make up the commonly heard phrase “reach
and drive.”
Side movement is also very telling. We must

be careful to recognize flashy, improper move-
ment and reward typey, correct movement.
Although correct movement can be showy, it is
not uncommon for hackney gaits or long legs to
be mistaken for reach and drive by an
untrained or negligent eye. Further, heads held
too high while gaiting can give the illusion of
reach. In reality however, a Cairn should hold
its head naturally, not too high, nor too low. A
helpful way to think about movement is to
imagine a Cairn hunting and climbing. Is the
dog physically able to perform his job? Is the
head held high and upwards or is it held in its
natural placement, fluid with his forward move-
ment? The standard is a great reference to help
you examine your Cairn and evaluate whether
or not he has good, natural movement.
Cairn owners, breeders, and handlers must
groom each dog according to its structure and
movement. A long skirt or long leg hair can
detract from and hide movement. A judge will
appreciate it when he or she does not have to
imagine what a Cairn’s shape, lines, and move-
ment might look like if  the dog had been prop-
erly groomed. Further, a properly trained dog
will allow the judge to efficiently examine the
dog and his movement. A jumping, pacing,
pulling, or running Cairn does not allow the
judge or breeder to thoroughly evaluate the
Cairn’s movement.
At the end of  the day, we must adhere to the
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Glen of Imaal Terriers
PRESERVATION

In the last year or so, I’ve been seeing theterm preservation breeder a lot. It seems to be
often associated with another term: low-entry
breed.
Now, the term low-entry breed has a very spe-
cific definition. According to the AKC, a low-
entry breed (LEB) is defined as one in which
fewer than 3,500 entries of  that breed were
made at AKC licensed and member dog
shows throughout the United States during
the preceding calendar year. Glens are one of
98 low-entry breeds, and 20 of  those 98 are
terrier breeds. I don’t know how many total
conformation entries of  Glens there were in
2019, but I do know that there were only 102
unique Glens being shown in conformation.
This number has remained relatively constant
over the last 12 years. In that period (2008
through 2019), the lowest number of  unique
Glens being shown was 69 (2014). Last year,
2019, saw the highest number, at 102. 
Being a “preservation breeder” sounds like a
great thing, but what exactly does it mean? Is
every person who owns a rare breed and who
produces one or more litters worthy of  that
title? Shouldn’t there be more to it than that?
In the least, I feel that breeders should com-
plete the minimum requirements to become a
Breeder of  Merit, which are: (1) have at least 5

years’ involvement with AKC events; (2) have
earned AKC conformation, performance, or
companion event titles on a minimum of  four
dogs from AKC litters they bred/co-bred in
each breed applied for; (3) is member of  an
AKC club; (4) certifies that applicable health
screens are performed on your breeding stock
as recommended by the breed’s parent club;
and (5) demonstrates a commitment to ensur-

ing 100-percent of  the puppies produced are
individually AKC registered. 
Someone who truly cares about preserving a
breed will study canine anatomy and confor-
mation and memorize their breed standard.
Does producing the minimum number of
champions to be a Breeder of  Merit demon-
strate an adequate grasp of  breed type? Sadly,
this is not necessarily so, especially in situa-
tions where the owners are new to the breed
and all littermates are being shown, show
quality or not, until champions are made up.
In these cases, it is the judges, not the breed-
ers, who are shaping and potentially modify-
ing breed type. 
When there are on average less than 15 lit-
ters born a year and so few unique Glens
being shown, then conformation judges wield
a considerable amount power to influence
Glen breed type. The future of  the rare breeds
could be dramatically influenced by their Best
of  Breed and group placements. 
I strongly encourage judges to reach out to
GITCA Judges’ Education with any and all
questions about our breed. You have no con-
trol over which Glens will be shown to you,
but you can help preserve correct breed type
in Glens by carefully studying our standard,
taking advantage of  GITCA judges education
and taking great care in making your place-
ments. Preserving a rare breed relies on the

cooperation of  not only breeders and owners,
but terrier judges as well. 
—Jo Lynn,
irishglen@aol.com
Glen of  Imaal Terrier Club of  America

Irish Terriers
HUNTING THE ANSWER

“Iscrewed up,” Harold said. “I shouldn’thave become a judge.”
I looked up from my steward’s table and
practically jumped backwards. “Jeez-o-Pete,
you look terrible!” I said. He was ash-white
and sweating like a pig on a spit. “What’s
wrong, Harold?”
“I haven’t got what it takes to be a judge,” he
gasped, and collapsed into the judge’s chair.
The national specialty show for
Monongahela Brush and Swamp Terriers was
about to begin, and Harold was listed as the
judge of  record, so I stated the obvious. “This
is a fine time to decide that,” I rasped, trying
not to shout. 
Back when Harold was debating whether to
apply for his judging license I had tried to
warn him off.  I told him he had no business
besmirching his reputation as a breeder of
long standing by making a fool of  himself  at
center stage. And I let him know the old gang
would be ticked at him for giving up his role as
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learned to do so from her years working with
zoo animals. The right diet often leads to the
right gut microbiome for that animal. 
The restoration of  the right balance of  bac-
teria heal not only GI issues, but behavioral
issues as well. The gut/brain axis is real and is
a definite factor in canine as well as human
health. When I was starting out breeding
dogs, I was convinced that selective breeding
could be used to eliminate every health prob-
lem. After more than half  a century of  study-
ing science and accumulating practical expe-
rience I’m still learning, still studying and far
more humble than when I started out. The
elucidation of  epigenetics and the importance
of  the microbiome are game changers.
Exciting times for solving some health mys-
teries!
References:
First evidence links gut bacteria, fibromyalgia—

Medscape, July 09,2019
The Royal Treatment: A Natural Approach
to Wildly Healthy Pets. Simon & Schuster,
Inc., 2012. Dr. Barbara Royal.
Ruined by Excess, Perfected by Lack: The
paradox of  pet nutrition. Dogs Naturally
Publishing, 2017. Richard Patton, Ph.D.
—Pat Rock, 
hollybriar@widomaker.com 
United States Lakeland Terrier Club

Norfolk Terriers
THIS IS YOUR CLUB … NOW GET
INVOLVED!

Call me old fashioned, but I’m one of
those people who feels that voting is not

only a right, it is at once an obligation and a
privilege. I vote in presidential elections, and I
vote for state candidates. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, I vote for the hardworking volunteers in
my town who agree to run for boards and
commissions and who then get to deal with all
the “sticky” and uncomfortable issues that
arise during the course of  their terms of
office. I may disagree with them—my letters
to the editor of  our weekly newspaper are
proof  of  that—but I always appreciate those
who are willing to serve our community.
So, what does this have to do with Norfolk
Terriers? Well, we recently went through an
election where many members of  the Norfolk
Terrier Club exercised their right to run for
office, and many others sent in their ballots so
their votes would be counted. This resulted in
the election of  new president Tom Graham,
new vice president Joan Eckert, and new
board of  governors’ member Jeanne
D’Agostino. Congratulations to all three.
This election was important because the offi-
cers and board members of  the NTC, along
with our membership, have a duty that I con-
sider sacred. That is: to remember the past, to

enjoy the present, and to protect the future of
this amazing breed.
The responsibilities of  a parent club include
preservation of  the studbook (the repository of
registration information for all Norfolks ever
registered with the AKC), understanding and
preserving the breed standard, working to
understand and help solve health issues, select-
ing judges who have demonstrated real under-
standing of  the breed standard, welcoming
and mentoring new members, and standing
up for “preservation breeders” as they face
continued onslaught from animal-rights
groups.
This is important! We all love this breed, and

it is tempting to assume that we will always have
them in our lives. Unfortunately, with fewer
dedicated breeders and diminishing numbers of
litters, that isn’t necessarily the case.
The thing is, you can help! You don’t have to
be an officer of  the club. You don’t have to be
a longtime breeder or exhibitor. The NTC
leadership wants to hear from members. They
want new ideas. They want to answer your
questions. They want your contributions to
the newsletter. They have stepped up, and
now it’s up to the membership to rise to the
same challenge.
The NTC website contains all sorts of
important information. If  you are a breeder
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the head, keep your presence known by leaving
one hand on the head as you move the other
down the neck to the chest. Continue this two-
hand movement over the animal until you fin-
ish. Never come from behind. It would be a
shame to DQ because you startled the dog. 
We also ask that you never try to examine a

dog on the ground, even if  to quickly check a
shoulder. Instead, put the dog back on the table. 
A very important point is if  you just sparred
some of  the dogs, don’t try to handle them.
They won’t see you as the judge but instead as
an obstacle blocking them from their competi-
tion.

These few things seem like common sense
but can make a profound difference on how
the world will view our breed. These are a few
of  the suggestions I follow. Others may have
more to add, but the best advice is to always
meet a breed in an educated manner. —
Kathleen J. Ferris, 2014
Thank you to Kathleen Ferris for her years as STCA

columnist. We welcome new columnist Pilar Kuhn,
whose first column will appear in the May issue.
Scottish Terrier Club of  America
http://www.stca.biz

Sealyham Terriers 
CHOOSING THE RIGHT PUPPY

You have planned the breeding well in
advance, and the bitch has produced a

healthy litter of  Sealyham Terrier puppies.
Both the bitch’s care and yours have come
together in nurturing a nice litter of  six pup-
pies. They are now 8 to 10 weeks old, and it is
time to select the one you want to keep and
place the others in good homes. 
Choosing the puppy to keep is often a chal-
lenge, particularly if  the litter is uniformly
nice. Hopefully before making the breeding,
you made a list of  the things that are impor-
tant from this breeding. Keep in mind that no
breeding is a perfect fit, as there is always
something you would like to see better about

both the dog and the bitch. Also keep in mind
that the puppies often reflect the grandparents
more than they do the parents. Realize that no
dog or bitch is perfect and that, in each case,
compromises must be made. 
Often it is useful to list the improvements
desired before evaluating the puppies. Puppies
change so much as they develop, but it has
been my experience that that what they are at
8–10 weeks strongly reflects what they will be
at maturity. What you select should most
appear to be the type and structure that you
believe to be correct for a Sealy.
As important as choosing the right puppy to
keep is deciding which of  the other puppies
goes in which home. Often this is a difficult
decision. It does help if  you know some of  the
prospective buyers beforehand so you have a
good idea what they want. However, more
important is your ability to determine which
puppy’s personality is right for each family. 
Asking the right questions is vital. Have they
had Sealys before? If  so, what were the per-
sonalities of  those Sealys? Did the dogs wel-
come children, and do well with their guests?
Was the dog easy to train? Did they find the
dog easy to train, or was the dog too active for
the owners? What are the goals with the new
puppy—do they want to do obedience and
rally training? Were previous dogs easy to
housebreak? What did they particularly like
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about the dog? 
Those who previously had Sealys are the
easiest people to work with. Unfortunately
many first-time Sealy owners are not aware of
the activity level of  the young Sealy, nor of  the
work required to maintain the coat, even if  it
is clipped. Unfortunately many people looking
for a companion animal will pick the really
active, full-of-himself  puppy who is always on
the go, not realizing that such a puppy can be
too much for most first-time Sealy owners.
They don’t realize that they may not be able
to handle and train such a dog and would be
better with the more mellow puppy who wants
to snuggle on the sofa with them, not tear
around the house for hours. I have found that
after talking to the prospective owners, it is
better to show them the two puppies most
suitable for them.
There are also times when you must tell the
prospective owner that you do not have a
puppy for them. Your obligation is to the dog,
to make every attempt to place the dog in a
forever home with people who will take good
care of  him and train him properly, and where
he will live a long, healthy, and happy life. If
you need to tell somebody that you do not
have a suitable puppy, by all means do so.
Some people need a different breed, not a
smart, active, and creative terrier who will out-
wit them every time and end up in rescue

because the owners did not have the ability
and time to properly train the dog. 
To be honest, I have turned down placing
puppies with families that I knew couldn’t
handle them, rather than placing the puppy
with a family who couldn’t deal with a dog
who was smarter than they are. Frankly there
are people who couldn’t handle a guinea pig,
let alone an active and very smart Sealyham
Terrier. 
In the right home, Sealys are wonderful
dogs. Be sure you make every attempt to place
the puppies in the right homes, and be willing
to accept the dog back if  the new owners can’t
work with the puppy to help him become the
great dog he was meant to be.
—Diane Orange,
Diane@counselorwelshterriers.com
American Sealyham Terrier Club

Skye Terriers
AT WITS’ END

Queen Victoria had it made! While bal-
ancing the demands of  Skye ownership

and ruling a country was no easy task, she had
the financial and human resources necessary
to ensure the well being of  both her kennel
and career. Such supports allowed her to
breed multiple litters each year, win countless
shows, and hold court to publicize her suc-
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and covering ground quickly. As dog owners
we need to be aware of  this conflict and the
need to provide opportunities either on- or off-
leash for dogs to satisfy their need for sniffing. 

There are times when we want our dogs to
give us complete attention, whether in the
competition ring or when training; however, in
order for a dog to truly thrive and be happy,
we cannot ignore what he was born to do. 

For many dogs, especially those with anxiety,
exploring new scents can have a calming effect
and even improve behavior. Many dogs thrive
on the stimulation from being given the oppor-
tunity to sniff  and have gone on to be
Versatility Champions excelling in many AKC
performance sports. Barn Hunt and Nose
Work both rely on scent discrimination and are
challenging and fun for both the dog and
owner. When walking if  your dog is a contin-
ual sniffer think about how you can make the
walk more interesting. Why not teach your dog
interesting heeling patterns, change your pace,
and incorporate recalls, sits, touch, circles, and
U-turns? As part of  his payoff  of  treats and
praise, incorporating permission to sniff  can
be enjoyable for him and give you an opportu-
nity to stop and appreciate the view. —D.S.

MENTAL PREPARATION CAN INCREASE
PERFORMANCE

What we think, we and our dogs often

become. Mental preparation starts with early
training, when simple concepts become the
foundation for more complex behaviors
required in the show ring. Starting in basic

puppy competition class, many trainers advo-
cate creating a positive experience when
approaching the ring, putting the behavior
on cue and praising when the dog is near the

gate or entering. This increases motivation.
When training humans or animals, patience

and consistency are essential for ourselves
and the dogs who are our partners. We can-
not expect to excel without allowing the
opportunity to learn from mistakes and creat-
ing the environment necessary to do our very
best. We want to train in multiple settings,
allowing time to acclimate to new environ-
ments. Most of  all, we need to learn to
breathe and focus on our mental clarity and
create a positive image in our minds of  suc-
cessful outcomes. 

I recently taught a therapy class that
reminded me of  this fact. I was meeting the
group and their dogs for the very first time.
Everyone was eager to prove their dog could
do the obedience requirements. Some dogs
needed multiple commands, while others
were too busy sniffing, and one even elimi-
nated. Remarks of  “he never does that at
home” and “she sits on the first command in
her CGC Advanced class” were expressed.
There were also a lot of  physical corrections,
pushing rears to the floor, and giving very lit-
tle praise when the dog got it right. At this
moment I realized that the owners were anx-
ious, and so were their dogs.  

The first thing I asked them to do was to
remain calm and breathe. I then asked them
to relax the tension in their leashes, to feel

TERRIER GROUP

P
H

PA
IN

TI
N

G
 C

O
U

R
TE

S
Y

 D
O

R
IC

E
 S

TA
N

C
H

E
R

“First Dad,” watercolor
by Dorice Stancher,
painted to honor the
dedication of responsi-
ble breeders, depicts
breeder Bill Hamilton
with Soft Coated
Wheaten Terrier Krista. 



caninescando.com
https://www.scwtca.org/
https://www.scwtca.org/


mailto:erinsullivan66@gmail.com
https://sbtca.com 


mailto:Diane@counselorwelshterriers.com
https://welshterrier.org/


http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org
http://www.akc.org






SECRETARY’S PAGES

69 FEBRUARY 2020AKC GAZETTE

Committee, Field Trial Secretary,
Premium Lists

The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-
ing amendment to CHAPTER 6, Section 4,
of the Beagle Field Trial Rules and Standard
Procedures, based on a recommendation by
the Beagle Advisory Committee and sup-
ported by the Delegate Field Trial and
Hunting Test Committee for all types of
field trials. This will be voted on at the
March 10, 2020 Delegates Meeting.

OFFICIAL STANDARD FOR THE CIRNECO
DELL’ETNA 
General Appearance: Medium sized
hunting dog, elegant, slender build but
strong and hardy. Long limbed, of light
construction and square outline with a
fine coat and erect ears always alert.
Honorable scars indicating a working and
hunting dog are never to be penalized.
The following description is that of the
ideal Cirneco dell'Etna. Any deviation
from the below described dog must be
penalized to the extent of the deviation.
Characteristics: A keen hunter. Adaptable
to difficult terrain. Hunts by scent, sight
and hearing. Strong-willed, alert and an
excellent companion.  

Size, Proportion, Substance: Height -
Dogs 18 to 20 inches; bitches 17 to 19
inches.  Height not within the stated

limits is a disqualification. Length from
point of shoulder to point of buttock
equal to height at withers. 

Head: Expression - Alert expression. Eyes -
Relatively small, oval in shape, set
somewhat obliquely.  Amber or ochre
blending with coat. Pigmentation of the
eyelid rims corresponding to the color of
the nose. Brown or yellow iris is a fault to
be severely penalized. Walleye, an eye
with a whitish iris or a blue eye(s) is a
disqualification. Ears - Set very high and
close together, erect and rigid, parallel or
almost parallel when alert. Triangular
shape with narrow tip. Length slightly less
but no more than half the head. Totally
hanging ears or bat ears are a
disqualification. Skull - Width of skull less
than one half the length of the head, in
profile almost flat. Lean and well
chiseled. Stop - Slight stop. Muzzle -
Length equal to, but not less than 80
percent of the length of the skull. Planes -
Top of skull and foreface parallel or
slightly divergent. Nose - Bridge of nose
straight. Nose rather large, flesh colored,
blending with coat. Cheeks - Flat cheeks.
Mouth - Lower jaw lightly developed with
receding chin. Overshot mouth or
undershot mouth is a disqualification.
Lips - Thin, taut lips, just covering the
teeth of the lower jaw. Bite - Regular and

complete scissor bite, i.e. upper teeth
closely overlapping lower teeth and set
square to the jaws.  

Neck, Topline and Body: Neck - Length the
same as the head. Strong, clean, well
arched and muscular. Set well into
shoulders. Topline - Straight topline
sloping from withers towards croup. Body -
Chest - Reaches to, or nearly to, the
elbow, without going beyond. Ribs -
Slightly sprung, narrow but never flat.
Underline & Tuck-up - Clean, gently
rising, lean underline. excessive tuck-up
is a severe fault. Back - Upper profile
straight without conspicuous muscles, the
length is approximately three times the
length of the loin. Loin - Length of loin is
approximately one fifth of the height at
the withers and its width is nearly the
same as its length. Short, slightly
developed muscles but firm. Croup -
Croup has flat profile, sloping steeply
downwards to root of tail. Tail - Low set,
fairly thick at base, reaching to point of
hock. Of equal thickness for most of its
length. Carried high and curved when
dog is in action; sabre fashion when in
repose. Hair on tail is semi-long and
close. Tail curled over the back is a fault
to be severely penalized. 

Forequarters: Angulation - Shoulder

blade (scapulum) to horizontal 55 to 60
degrees. Shoulders - Strong, long,
moderately laid back. Shoulder blades -
Upper tips close together. Length close to
one-third the height at the withers.
Upper Arm - Length of upper arm
slightly less than length of shoulder
blade. Elbow - Level or below the line of
the brisket and well tucked in. Legs -
Forelegs straight and parallel when
viewed from the front. Length just over ½
the height at the withers. Pasterns -
Strong and slightly sloping. Dewclaws -
May not be removed.  

Hindquarters: Strong and muscular.
Limbs parallel when viewed from behind.
Angulation- Not excessively angulated. In
profile a vertical line from rear point of
buttock to ground close to or touching
the tips of the toes. Angle between pelvis
and upper thigh is about 115 degrees.
Legs - Upper thigh - Broad, long, upper
thigh with flat muscles. Stifle - Moderate
bend of stifle. Second thigh - Slightly
shorter than the upper thigh. Lean and
distinct musculature with light bone
structure. Groove at Achilles tendon well
marked. Hock joint - Angle at the joint is
about 135 degrees. Hocks - Wide outer
surface, cylindrical shape and vertical
position. Length from sole of foot to
point of hock is just over a quarter of the
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height at the withers. Dewclaws - Absent.
Feet: Strong, well knuckled, firm, slightly
oval, turning neither in nor out. Pads -
Well padded, hard and of the same color
as the nails. Nails - Brown or flesh
colored. Black nails are a disqualification. 

Coat: Short on head, ears and legs. Semi-
long (about 1 inch) on body and tail, but
sleek and close, ranging from fine to
slightly coarse. No feathering. 

Color: Self-colored light to dark shades of
tan, with a mixture of slightly lighter and
darker hairs, or tan with white blaze or
mark on head, chest and/or throat, white
feet, point of tail, and/or belly.  A white
collar is less desired. Total
depigmentation, self-colored brown or
liver; brown patches or hairs; brindle
coat:  or any presence of black, whether
patches, hairs, or pigmentation including
of mucous membranes, are a
disqualification. 

Gait: Springy trot without excessive
extension. Viewed from behind, hind legs
track the forelegs. Tendency to throw feet
sideways or hackney action undesirable.  

Temperament: Strong, lively, independent
temperament. Gentle and affectionate. 

Disqualifications: Height not within the
stated limits:  Dogs under 18 inches or
over 20 inches, Bitches under 17 inches
or over 19 inches.  Walleye, an eye with a
whitish iris or a blue eye(s); overshot
mouth or undershot mouth. Totally
hanging ears or bat ears. Total
depigmentation; self-colored brown or
liver; brown patches or hairs; brindle
coat: or any presence of black whether
patches, hairs, or pigmentation, black
nails, or mucous membranes.  
Approved January 14, 2020 
Effective March 31, 2020 

OFFICIAL STANDARD FOR THE LAGOTTO
ROMAGNOLO
General Appearance: Small to medium-
sized dog, well-proportioned, powerfully
built, of rustic appearance, with a dense,
curly coat of wooly texture. The dog
should give the impression that he has the
strength and endurance to work all day in
difficult and challenging terrain.

Size, Substance, Proportions: Size – Height
at the withers: Dogs 16½ to 19½ inches;
Bitches 15½ to 18½ inches.
Disqualification - Dog under 16½ or over
19½ inches; bitches under 15½ or over
18½ inches. Substance - Males 28 to 35
pounds. Females 24 to 31 pounds.
Important Proportions – The Lagotto is a

square dog, measured from the proster-
num to the point of ischium and from the
highest point of the shoulder to the
ground. The length of the head is 40 per-
cent of the height at the withers. The neck
is slightly shorter than the length of the
head. The length of the skull should be
slightly more than half the length of the
head. The legs are slightly more than half
the height of the dog at the shoulder.

Head: Viewed from above and from the
side, the head is a broad blunted wedge.
The length of the skull, from stop to
occiput, is the same as the width at the
widest point of the zygomatic arch. The
somewhat arched skull is slightly longer
than half the length of the head (56 per-
cent skull to 44 percent muzzle) with
unpronounced occiput. Planes of the skull
and muzzle diverge slightly - extreme diver-
gence, parallel planes or dish faced
appearance are serious faults. Nasal bone
is straight. The stop is moderate, with a
distinct furrow between the eyes. Frontal
sinuses are well developed, giving good fill
beneath the eye. Cheeks are flat. The wide
robust underjaw defines the shape of the
muzzle so that the lips form an upside-
down semi-circle.  The nose is large with
wide open and mobile nostrils and a
strongly pronounced median groove. It
protrudes very slightly from the front edge

of the lips. The nose should be fully pig-
mented in shades from light to dark
brown, varying with coat color. Anything
else is a serious fault.  Lips are rather tight
and not thick.  The strong lower jaw deter-
mines the profile of the muzzle. The flews
are tight fitting and dry. Pigment of the
lips varies with coat color from light to
dark brown. Well-developed teeth meet,
ideally, in a scissor or level bite. A reverse
scissor bite is acceptable. Full dentition is
preferred.  Disqualification - Overshot or
undershot bites (where the incisors do not
touch those of the opposing jaw). The eyes
are set somewhat frontal-obliquely, and
fairly well apart. They are large, rounded,
fill the sockets, and very slightly protrud-
ing. The color of the iris ranges from
ochre to hazel to dark brown – no other
colors are acceptable. Eyelids are close fit-
ting. Eye rim color will vary with coat color
from light to dark brown. Eyelashes are
very well developed. The arch of the eye-
brow is prominent. The ears are medium-
sized in proportion to the head, triangular
with rounded tips. The base of the ear is
rather wide and is set just above the zygo-
matic arch. When alert, the top of the ear
rises to widen the appearance of the skull,
and the front edge of the ear is close to
the cheek. When pulled loosely forward,
the ear should cover about ¼ of the length
of the muzzle. The Lagotto’s expression
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brushed/combed out), and it should be
uniform with the silhouette of the dog.
Only on the head can the coat be longer
than 1½ inches, but should never cover
the eyes (should be penalized). The edges
of the ears should be trimmed to the
leather; the surface of the ear flap should
show looser curls, but remain wavy. The
area around the genitals and anus may be
clipped short. Hair must be of sufficient
length that curls and texture can be
assessed. Corded dogs or excessively
groomed dogs (sculpted or blown out)
should be so severely penalized as to be
eliminated from competition.  

Color: Lagotti can be off-white solid color,
white with brown or orange patches,
brown roan, orange roan, brown, orange,
or sable (in different shades), with or with-
out white. Some dogs have extremities
darker than their body color. Tan mark-
ings (in different shades) allowed. The col-
ors have a tendency to fade, sometimes to
such an extent that the brown areas can
appear as silvery/gray roan. All the above
colors are equally desirable, including the
faded or diluted colors.  Disqualification -
Black or gray coat or patches; black pig-
mentation.

Gait/Movement: Lagotti should exhibit an
energetic, lively, balanced trot, with mod-

erate reach and drive. Back should remain
firm and strong with no tendency to roll.
At a trot, the rear foot covers but does not
pass the footprint of the front foot.
Movement from the front is parallel at a
walk or slow trot, never wider than the
dog’s shoulder, and tends toward a center
line as speed increases. Rear legs are also
parallel at a slow gait, converging at
increased speed, with hocks staying in a
straight line between hip and foot. As the
dog increases speed, the neck moves
slightly lower and forward. The Lagotto
should move with distinction and nobility
of bearing. He should not be exhibited in
an elongated trot – it is atypical and incor-
rect for the breed. 

Behavior, Temperament: The Lagotto is
tractable, adaptable, keen, affectionate,
and extremely attached to its owner. He is
both highly intelligent and easily trained.
He is an excellent companion and a very
good watchdog. A natural gift for search-
ing and a very good nose have made the
breed very efficient in finding truffles.
The former hunting instinct has been
modified by genetic selection to avoid dis-
traction by game. This breed should never
be aggressive or overly shy.

Faults: Any departure from the foregoing
points should be considered a fault and

the seriousness with which the fault should
be regarded should be in exact proportion
to its degree and to the degree that it will
affect the dog’s ability to perform its tradi-
tional work, as well as the health and wel-
fare of the dog.

Disqualifications:
Size - Dogs under 16½ inches or over 19½
inches. Bitches under 15½ inches or over
18½ inches.
Bite – Overshot or pronounced undershot
bite (incisors of the upper jaw and lower
jaw do not touch).
Coat – Smooth or straight.
Color – Black or gray coat or patches;
black pigmentation.
Approved January 14, 2020
Effective March 31, 2020

OFFICIAL STANDARD FOR THE NORWEGIAN
BUHUND 
General Appearance: The Norwegian
Buhund is a herding dog. It is a typical
northern breed, a little under medium
size and squarely built, with a tightly
curled tail carried over the back. The head
is wedge-shaped and not too heavy, with
prick ears. As it is extremely intelligent by
nature, consistent training is needed from
early puppyhood. The Buhund has a lot of
energy, strength and stamina. This self-
appointed watchdog is also content lying

at your feet at the end of the day. Broken
teeth, broken whiskers and honorable
scars incurred in the line of
herding/working duty are acceptable. The
breed is to be shown in a natural state. Any
shaving or trimming of the coat or shaving
of whiskers, is to be severely penalized.

Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - Height
at the highest point of the shoulder blade
in dogs, 17 to 18½ inches; in bitches, 16 to
17½ inches. Disqualifying faults - more
than a ½ inch under, or 1 inch over the
height at the highest point of the shoulder
blade. Weight - For dogs 31 to 40 pounds;
for bitches, 26 to 35 pounds. Proportion -
Square in profile. The height, measured
vertically from the ground to the highest
point of the shoulder blade, equals the
length, measured horizontally from the
prosternum to the rear projection of the
upper thigh. Substance - Substance and
bone is in proportion to the overall dog. 

Head: The size of the head should be in
proportion to the body and not too heavy.
The skull is wedge-shaped, almost flat, and
parallel with the bridge of the nose. The
muzzle is about the same length as the
skull, with a stop that is well defined but
not too pronounced. The nasal bridge is
straight and well filled out under the eyes.
The lips should be black and tightly



mailto:judgingops@akc.org










http://www.akc.org






SECRETARY’S PAGES

81 FEBRUARY 2020AKC GAZETTE

Chapter 16. Section 10. Course/Equip-
ment.
Paragraph B. The Start: Dogs may start
up to 10 feet behind the starting line.
Clubs must clearly mark the 10 feet start
box on the ground. A dog may be re-
leased from anywhere within the start
box, however, at a minimum, a dog’s
front paws must be inside the start box
when it is released. Enough space must
be provided behind the back of the start
box to accommodate the dog’s body to be
aligned straight down the course.

Paragraph D: An individual may not oper-
ate a timing device for any run in which
they or a member of their immediate
family or household own or co-own the
running dog.

Paragraph E. Lure Equipment: Clubs may
use either a drag or continuous loop sys-
tem. If a continuous loop system is used,
the “return” string and lure must be set
outside of the running course. The re-
turn string shall not run in front of the
catch area exit gate and shall be located
to minimize interference with spectators.
The lure operator and the lure equip-
ment shall be safely positioned in a man-
ner that does not interfere with the
retrieval of the dog at the end of the
course. Clubs may, but are not required

to, list the name of the lure operator in
their premium list. Clubs are required to
be equipped with a backup lure machine
should one fail and become inoperable
during the event.

Paragraph G. Course/Fencing: The
course must be essentially flat and the
center of the course must be straight
from the back of the starting box to the
end of the run-out area. The course can
only be measured using a tape measure
and no type of measuring wheel. The
course must be free of any potential haz-
ards. Pulleys are prohibited from place-
ment inside the course. For clubs using
drag lures, retrieval devices used to re-
turn the lure to the start line must be lo-
cated at least 30 yards from the finish line
and must be on the side of the course.

Clubs holding Fast CAT events held in
conjunction with another event must en-
close the entire course with a fence. The
fence must be of sufficient height and
substance as to prevent dogs from access-
ing or escaping the course. The fenced
area shall include the starting and run-
out areas. Clubs holding stand-alone Fast
CAT events should consider fencing the
course, however this is up to the decision
of the club given he specifics of the set-
ting. The premium must state if the

course is enclosed with fencing. 

Fast CAT is an energizing sport. Dogs
watching Fast CAT may become ex-
cited. If Fast CAT is being held in con-
junction with another event, clubs must
provide sufficient distance between
events (including the parking areas).
Sufficient distance is defined as enough
separation to minimize the disruption
of dogs that are present for the other
event.

Retriever Field Trials – Marking the Blind
Retrieve with a Conspicuous Object
The Board reviewed a recommendation
from the Retriever Field Trial Advisory
Committee to clarify that in Retriever
Field Trials, the location of the bird in a
blind retrieve should be clearly marked
with a conspicuous object. This clarifica-
tion will bring greater consistency be-
tween trials. 
This will be discussed further at the Feb-
ruary meeting. 

Dalmatians Request to Participate in Herding
The Board reviewed a request from the
Dalmatian Club of America to allow Dal-
matians to participate in AKC Herding
events. This will be discussed further at
the February meeting.

Lure Coursing – All Whippets Must Be
Measured
The Board reviewed a recommendation
from the American Whippet Club (AWC)
to require that Field Champion (FC) ti-
tled Whippets be measured at the time of
roll call. 

At the time of roll call an inspection com-
mittee examines each entry for possible
breed standard disqualification(s). Cur-
rent regulations require all Whippets ex-
cept Field Champion Whippets must be
measured. The measuring of a Field
Champion Whippet is only required “on
request”. The language “on request” is
equated to mean in cases of a competitor
protesting a dog. this recommendation
which would require that all Whippets be
measured at each AKC lure coursing trial.
All Whippets would include both Field
Champions and non-Field Champions.
The Herding Earthdog Lure Coursing
Delegate Committee met in December
and was unanimously in favor of this rec-
ommendation. 
Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood,
seconded by Ms. McAteer, the Board
VOTED (unanimously; absent Mr. Smyth)
to consider the matter at this meeting,
waiving the normal notice procedures. 

Following a motion by Mr. Tatro, seconded
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Services; Glenn Lycan, Director, Event
Operations Support; Alan Slay, Director,
Event Programs; and Heidi Spaeth, Man-
ager, Dog Show Rules & Programs, partic-
ipated in this portion of the meeting via
video conference. 

Rewording and Reorganization of Chapter 14
Sections 3, 4 and 6 and Chapter 15, Section
2 of Rules Applying to Dog Shows
At the November 2019 Board meeting the
Board reviewed a request from the Dele-
gate Dog Show Rules Committee (DSRC)
to reword Chapter 14, Sections 3, 4 and 6
of Rules Applying to Dog Shows renaming as
Sections 1, 2 and 3 respectively; and in
addition, a recommendation to add new
section to address a judge’s authority on
conditions of class other than color, to be
inserted as Section 4. 

The Board voted not to approve the rule
change as proposed and returned it to
the DSRC with comments and sugges-
tions. The DSRC was provided a summary
of the specific points the Board asked it
to revisit in a November 13, 2019 memo
and it was discussed at their December
meeting. The DSRC unanimously ap-
proved the suggested changes. 

The Board reviewed the proposed revi-
sions to Chapter 14 Sections 3, 4 and 6,

and Chapter 15, Section 2 of Rules Apply-
ing to Dog Shows. In addition, staff recom-
mended the Board approve the proposed
insertion of a new Chapter 14 Section 6-A
to address a judge’s authority on condi-
tions of class other than color.

Following a motion by Mr. Powers, sec-
onded by Mr. Sweetwood, the Board
VOTED (unanimously; absent Mr. Smyth)
to approve the recommended rules
changes. 

They will be read at the March Delegate
meeting for a VOTE at the June Delegate
meeting.

Rules Applying to Dog Shows
CHAPTER 14 - Measuring, Weighing and Color
determination When Factors of Disqualifica-
tion In Breed Standards or Eligibility Under
The Conditions of A Class or Division of a
Class Cancellation of Awards

CHAPTER 14, Section 3
SECTION 3. In those breeds where cer-
tain heights are specified in the breed
standard as disqualifications, or in any
class specifying height limits, the judge
has the authority to determine whether
any dog measures within those limits, pro-
vided the dog has not been previously
measured during any competition at that

show, excluding sweepstakes, futurities,
and other special attractions.

If, in the opinion of a competing ex-
hibitor in the ring, the height of a dog in
that ring appears to be outside the limits
of the breed standard or the conditions
of that class, such exhibitor may, before
every dog has been individually examined
and individually gaited, request that the
judge measure the dog and the judge
shall comply provided the dog has not
been previously measured during any
competition at that show, excluding
sweepstakes, futurities, and other special
attractions.

If the judge finds that the dog’s height is
within the breed standard or the condi-
tions of the class, s/he shall mark and ini-
tial the judge’s book “Measured in.” If the
judge finds that the dog’s height is out-
side the allowable limits of the breed stan-
dard, s/he shall disqualify the dog and
mark and initial the judge’s book “Mea-
sured out – disqualified.”

A dog that has thus been disqualified by
three different judges may not again be
shown.

If the judge finds that the dog’s height is
not in accordance with the conditions of

the class, s/he shall mark and initial the
judge’s book “Measured out – ineligible.”
A dog thus declared ineligible for its class
shall be considered entered incorrectly
and cannot be transferred to any other
class at that show. A dog thus found ineli-
gible by three different judges may not
again be shown in that class. 

In subsequent shows, this dog may be en-
tered in another class for which the dog
meets the height limit or transferred to
an eligible Open Class per Chapter 11,
Section 6.
In all cases, the judge shall use a wicket
that meets American Kennel Club re-
quirements.

CHAPTER 14, Section 4
In those breeds where certain weights are
specified in the breed standard as disqual-
ifications, or in any class specifying weight
limits, the judge has the authority to de-
termine whether any dog weighs within
those limits, provided the dog has not
been previously weighed during any com-
petition at that show, excluding sweep-
stakes, futurities and other special
attractions.

If, in the opinion of a competing ex-
hibitor in the ring, the weight of a dog in
that ring appears to be outside the limits
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of a ramp for all examinations of the
breed including during group and Best in
Show judging. Currently, Cirneco dell'Et-
nas may be judged either on the ground
or the ramp at the discretion of the
judge. 
This will be discussed further at the Feb-
ruary meeting. 

The Board adjourned at 5:28 p.m.

The Board Meeting reconvened on Tues-
day, January 14 at 8:32 a.m.

All Directors were present, except for Mr.
Smyth and Mrs. Wallin. Also present was
the Executive Secretary. 

Mr. Smyth arrived at 8:38 a.m. during the
report from the Judges Appeal Commit-
tee. 

JUDGING OPERATIONS - Continued
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President,
Sports & Events, and Tim Thomas, Vice
President of Dog Show Judges partici-
pated in this portion of the meeting.

Belgian Breeds
Per internal judging policy, the three cur-
rent Belgian breeds (Malinois, Sheepdogs
and Tervurens) are granted together for
all first-time judging applications who

meet AKC’s requirements to apply for any
one of the breeds. This exception is pred-
icated upon the agreement of all affected
parent clubs and the close relationship of
the individual breeds. The Staff provided
the Board with a memorandum to advise
the Board of Judging Operations intent
to include the Belgian Laekenois in this
special provision. Further, current judges
who were approved for Belgian Malinois,
Belgian Sheepdogs and Belgian Ter-
vurens on their first application but not
yet approved for the complete Herding
group will be provided the opportunity to
have Belgian Laekenois added to the list
of eligible breeds to judge by passing the
breed exam and submission of the $35
fee by June 30, 2020. Once the breed en-
ters the group on July 1, 2020 all current
judges would be required to apply for the
breed under the traditional additional
breed application process. There was no
objection to this procedure. 

Conformation Judging Statistics
Judging Operations provided the Board
statistics related to conformation judging
applications considered by the Depart-
ment in the preceding three months; as
well as are the 2019 year-end summary
statistics for New Breed and Additional
Breed applicants.

Sport Demographics
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President,
Sports & Events, and Tim Thomas, Vice
President of Dog Show Judges partici-
pated in this portion of the meeting.
Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President, Sport
Services; Glenn Lycan, Director, Event
Operations Support; Alan Slay, Director,
Event Programs; and Heidi Spaeth, Man-
ager, Dog Show Rules & Programs, partic-
ipated in this portion of the meeting via
video conference. 

The Marketing department in conjunc-
tion with Sports & Events administered a
survey to AKC sport participants to assess
and update information regarding demo-
graphics of the sports. 

The results of this survey indicate that
AKC sports are diverse, with each sport
having its own demographics and culture.
However, in a broader sense, participants
in AKC sports do not reflect the diversity
of the US population. The survey indi-
cates that AKC’s new sports/activities are
attractive to new segments of the
dog-owning public. However, there are
opportunities to further expand AKC’s
reach by developing activities that appeal
to dog owners that are currently not en-
gaged. Sports & Events should continue to
develop AKC activities that fit the inter-

ests, resources and life styles of this under-
served segment of the dog-owning public. 

The Sports & Events staff believes under-
standing the demographics across AKC’s
wide variety of sports is important to suc-
cessfully managing and growing these
sports. 

CLUBS
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President,
Sports & Events, and Lisa Cecin, Director,
Club Relations, participated in this por-
tion of the meeting. 

Delegates and Member Clubs
The Board reviewed a report on the
prospective Delegate credentials to be
published in two issues of the AKC
GAZETTE, a report on Requests for AKC
Membership and a report on Member
Club Bylaws approved and newly licensed
clubs.

Report on Member Clubs Bylaws Approved in
November and December 2019
Australian Terrier Club of America
(1977)
Field Spaniel Society of America (1991)
German Shepherd Dog Club of America
(1913)
Kalamazoo Kennel Club, Kalamazoo
County, MI (1954)
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Reno Kennel Club, Reno, NV (1961)
Sioux Empire Kennel Club, Minnehaha
County, SD (1968)

Report on Newly Licensed Clubs Approved in
November and December 2019
Big South Fork Coon Hunters Club,
Strunk, KY, 18 total households, 11 local.

Bluebonnet English Setter Club, greater
Dallas-Fort Worth, TX (including com-
munities north to
McKinney, south to Grand Prairie, west to
Azle, east to Terrell), 22 total households,
21 local.

East Howellsville Beagle Club, East How-
ellsville, NC (including communities
north to St. Pauls, south to Bladenboro
between Routes 301 and 87), 19 total
households, 8 local.

Henagar Alabama Beagle Club, greater
Henagar, AL (including communities
north to TN/AL state line, south to
Route 68, west to Huntsville, east to
GA/AL state line), 15 total households,
10 local.
Mid-Atlantic Basenji Club of Maryland,
greater Westminster, MD (including com-
munities north to
Wormleysburg, PA, west to Winchester,
VA south to Arlington, VA and east to

Glen Burnie, MD), 54 total households,
17 local.

Papillon Club of the Carolinas, Asheboro,
NC (including all communities in North
Carolina and South Carolina), 22 total
households, 21 local.

Sonlight Agility Club of Brooksville,
greater Brooksville, FL (including com-
munities north to Beverly Hills, south to
Spring Hill, east to Route33), 46 total
households, 24 local.

COMPLIANCE
David Roberts, Executive, Breeder Devel-
opment; Bri Tesarz, Director, Compli-
ance, and Marcus Bach, Director,
Investigations & Inspections participated
in this portion of the meeting via video-
conference. Mark Dunn, Executive Vice
President, participated in this portion of
the meeting. 

The following AKC Management actions
were reported: 
(Final Board Disciplinary actions are re-
ported on the Secretary’s Page)
REGISTRATION DEVELOPMENT
Registration Update
Mark Dunn, Executive Vice President,
participated in this portion of the meet-
ing. David Roberts, Executive, Breeder

Development; Linda Duncklee, Director,
Registration Services and Vanessa Skou,
Internal Consultant participated in this
portion of the meeting via videoconfer-
ence. 
Staff presented information about AKC’s
breeders and breeder initiatives. Those
initiatives included the following: 

• Breeder of Merit Registration Rate
Improvement Campaign: This email
campaign celebrates the work that
Breeders of Merit do. It also encour-
ages all program participants to en-
sure that the puppies they breed are
individually registered, as all breed-
ers promised when they sign up to
be a Breeder of Merit.

• Parent Club Statistics and Data Sup-
port: This on-going effort to supply
Parent Clubs with informative data,
including ad hoc special requests,
will continue in 2020.

• Parent Club Reproduction Semen
Bank Toolkit: Staff is working with
Dr. Gregory and Dr. Greer to docu-
ment the requirements and best
practices to establish a Parent Club
Reproduction Semen Bank similar to
the Otterhound Club of America’s
bank.

• Best Bred-by Exhibitor Free Litter
Registration: This is a program for
breeders where AKC will award a

Best Bred-by Exhibitor Free Litter
Registration Award to every Best
BBE at All-Breed, Group and Parent
Club shows. In order to participate, a
club must apply, and every winner
has 12 months to redeem the certifi-
cate.

• Breeder Development: Breeder Field
Reps will continue to work with
breeders to encourage health testing
and event participation.

• Online Breeder Education: The Reg-
istration Department is working with
the AKC Education Department to
update AKC Online Education
Courses available for free in AKC Ca-
nine College.

• AKC Bred with H.E.A.R.T. Marketing
Campaign: AKC Marketing staff is
working with the Registration De-
partment to improve awareness and
participation in this important pro-
gram.

• New Breeder Toolkit: This initiative
will update our Online Record Keep-
ing system, creating a more useful
and easily used tool for AKC breed-
ers.

• Online Foreign Registration: This
initiative will allow dog owners to
electronically submit all the docu-
ments and pictures required for AKC
Foreign Registration, improving the
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http://www.leonbergerclubofamerica.com/
http://kuvaszclubofamerica.org/
http://www.mastiff.org/
http://www.neapolitan.org/
http://www.ncanewfs.org/
http://www.pwdca.org/
http://www.amrottclub.org/
http://saintbernardclub.org/
http://www.samoyedclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shca.org/
http://www.standardschnauzer.org/
http://www.tibetanmastiff.org/
http://americanboxerclub.org/
http://www.airedale.org/
http://www.amstaff.org/
http://www.australianterrier.org/
http://www.bedlingtonamerica.com/
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http://www.ahtca.info/index.html
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http://www.cairnterrier.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/cesky_terrier/index.cfm
http://ddtca.org/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.glens.org/
http://www.itca.info/
http://www.uskbtc.com/
http://usltc.org/
http://www.mbtca.org/
http://amsc.us/
http://www.norfolkterrierclub.org/
http://norwichterrierclub.org/
http://www.prtaa.org/
http://www.stca.biz/
http://clubs.akc.org/sealy/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/rat_terrier/index.cfm
http://www.akc.org/breeds/russell_terrier/index.cfm
http://clubs.akc.org/skye/
http://www.scwtca.org/
http://www.sbtca.com/
http://clubs.akc.org/wtca/
http://www.westieclubamerica.com/
http://www.aftc.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.dpca.org/
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PARENT CLUB LINKS

Affenpinscher Brussels Griffon Cavalier King
Charles Spaniel

Chihuahua Chinese Crested

English Toy
Spaniel

Havanese Italian Greyhound Japanese Chin Maltese

Manchester 
Terrier (Toy)

Miniature 
Pinscher

Papillon Pekingese Pomeranian

Poodle (Toy) Pug Shih Tzu Silky Terrier Toy Fox Terrier

Yorkshire Terrier

TOY GROUP NON-SPORTING GROUP

American Eskimo
Dog

Bichon Frise

Coton de Tulear

Boston Terrier Bulldog Chinese 
Shar-Pei

Chow Chow Dalmatian Finnish Spitz French Bulldog

Keeshond Lhasa Apso Löwchen Norwegian 
Lundehund

Poodle 
(Miniature)

Schipperke Poodle (Standard) Shiba Inu Tibetan Spaniel Tibetan Terrier

Xoloitzcuintli

http://www.affenpinscher.org/
https://abga.club/
http://www.ackcsc.org/
http://www.chihuahuaclubofamerica.com/
http://www.chinesecrestedclub.info/
http://www.englishtoyspanielclubofamerica.org/
http://www.havanese.org/
http://www.italiangreyhound.org/
http://japanesechinclub.org/
http://www.americanmaltese.org/
http://www.americanmanchester.org/
http://www.minpin.org/
http://www.papillonclub.org/
http://thepekingeseclubofamerica.net/
http://www.americanpomeranianclub.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pugdogclubofamerica.com/
http://www.americanshihtzuclub.org/
http://silkyterrierclub.yolasite.com/
http://www.atftc.com/
http://www.theyorkshireterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.aedca.org/
http://www.bichon.org/
http://www.usactc.org
http://www.bostonterrierclubofamerica.org/
http://www.bulldogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.cspca.com/
http://chowclub.org/ccci/
http://www.thedca.org/
http://www.finnishspitzclub.org/
http://www.frenchbulldogclub.org
http://www.keeshond.org/
http://www.lhasaapso.org/
http://www.thelowchenclubofamerica.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/norwegian_lundehund/index.cfm
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
https://www.schipperkeclub-usa.org/
http://www.poodleclubofamerica.org/
http://www.shibas.org/index.html
http://tsca.ws/
http://www.ttca-online.org/
http://www.xoloitzcuintliclubofamerica.org/


PARENT CLUB LINKS

Australian 
Cattle Dog

Australian 
Shepherd

Bearded Collie Beauceron Belgian 
Malinois

Belgian Sheepdog Berger PicardBelgian Tervuren Bergamasco

Bouvier des 
Flandres

Briard Canaan Dog Cardigan Welsh
Corgi

Collie (Rough)

Collie (Smooth) Entlebucher
Mountain Dog

German Shepherd
Dog

Finnish 
Lapphund

Icelandic 
Sheepdog

Miniature American
Shepherd

Norwegian
Buhund

Old English 
Sheepdog

Pembroke Welsh
Corgi

Polish Lowland
Sheepdog

Puli Pyrenean 
Shepherd

Pumi Shetland 
Sheepdog

Swedish 
Vallhund

Spanish Water
Dog

Border Collie

HERDING GROUP
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http://www.akc.org/events/handlers
www.akc.org/events/junior-showmanship/junior-clinics/
http://www.akc.org/events/handlers/adult-clinics/
https://my.royalcanin.com/
http://www.acdca.org/public/
http://australianshepherds.org/
https://beardedcollieclub.us/
http://www.beauce.org/
http://www.malinoisclub.com/abmc/
http://bsca.info/
http://www.picards.us
http://www.abtc.org/
http://bergamascousa.com/
http://www.bouvier.org/
http://briardclubofamerica.org/bca/
http://cdca.org/
http://www.cardigancorgis.com/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://www.collieclubofamerica.org/
http://nemda.org/
http://www.gsdca.org/
http://www.akc.org/breeds/finnish_lapphund/index.cfm
http://icelanddogs.com/
http://www.mascusa.org
http://www.buhund.org/
http://www.oldenglishsheepdogclubofamerica.org/
http://www.pwcca.org/
http://www.aponc.org/
http://www.puliclub.org/
http://www.pyrshepclub.com/
http://www.pumiclub.org
http://www.assa.org/
http://www.swedishvallhund.com/
http://www.swdclub.org/
http://www.bordercolliesociety.com/
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