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a s we begin 2021, we are 
excited for brand-new oppor-
tunities and look forward to 
achieving many  successes. 

The past year has been one that required us to 
rise above unexpected challenges, and find inno-
vative ways to engage with each other. We take 
those lessons into this year with renewed energy 
and commitment to our dogs and our sports.

We kick off the year with The AKC National 
Championship presented by Royal Canin® air-
ing on its new network, ABC, as a three-hour 
special this Sunday, January 17, at 2 P.M. EST. 
The show features thousands of dogs from 
around the country and the world competing for 
the coveted title of National Champion. It will 
introduce our show to new audiences nationwide 
and increase the strength of our brand with dog 
lovers old and new. Make sure you tune in for 
the fun!

Hosting our  20th Anniversary broadcast is 
veteran sportscaster Mary Carillo, with AKC 
Executive Secretary Gina DiNardo and noted 
sportscaster Carolyn Manno handling the 

paw-by-paw duties. This year’s AKC National 
Championship was the largest dog show in 
North America, with 4,008 dogs entered in 
Conformation from 49 states, Washington, 
D.C., and seven countries, combined with 
competitions in agility, obedience, rally, div-
ing dogs, and AKC Fastest Dog, bringing total 
show entries to almost 8,000. Dogs competed 
for multiple titles across various events and more 
than $150,000 in prize money, the largest in the 
world of dog shows.

We are excited to share this show with the 
world and thank everyone involved for helping 
us create such a safe and successful event in the 
midst of a pandemic. It was no small feat, and 
yet we managed to have amazing events.

If you love nostalgia, we are excited to share 
with you that the AKC Museum of the Dog has 
opened its new exhibition, Hollywood Dogs, on dis-
play from January 6 through April 11.

Hollywood Dogs examines the history of dogs 
on film from the very genesis of the medium 
through the “Golden Age of Hollywood Dogs.” 
It features original movie posters for some of the 

biggest canine blockbusters, Lassie to Old Yeller 
and more. Famous animated cartoon dogs are 
highlighted as well and on display throughout 
the Museum. They are featured in unique pieces 
like the celluloid from the hit movie All Dogs Go to 
Heaven, and many others.

A virtual tour of Hollywood Dogs will be avail-
able on the AKC Museum of the Dog website at 
a later date. The virtual tour will be free. Those 
wishing to enjoy the show in person can do so 
at 101 Park Avenue in New York City, while 
adhering to the Museum’s social-distancing 
guidelines and protocols.

We look forward to this year and while there 
are still challenges ahead, we know that we are 
stronger together and that we can and will make 
this year a success. Here is to a productive year! 
Thank you for everything you do to move our 
sport forward and for the benefit of dogs.

Dennis

Dennis B. Sprung
President and CEO

A New Year
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marked the beginning of what is now known as 
the Biewer Terrier breed.

“Along with their new look came the new 
name of German Yorkshire Terrier. Their veter-
inarian suggested they name the dog after Mrs. 
Biewer. They chuckled as they contemplated 
the name Gertrud Biewer Yorkshire Terrier. 
After much consideration, the Biewers found the 

name; the a la Pom Pon was later added at 
the suggestion of Margot Eskens, the 
famous German singer. 

“The Biewer Yorkshire Terrier 
a la Pom Pon made its actual debut 

in 1986, and quickly became a hit in 
Germany. The VDH (Verband Für 
das Hundewesen e. V.) had marked 
these dogs ‘not for breeding,’ which 
upset the Biewers, so they started 
their own registry to document the 
Biewer breed development.”—
Biewer Terrier Club of America

FROM THE STANDARD
The Biewer Terrier is an elegant, long-

haired, uniquely colored toy terrier with a 
breed signature ponytail. The coat parts down 
the middle, hanging straight and evenly on 
both sides of the body as though a comb has 
been used to part it. The back is level, with 
height at withers being equal to height at the 
croup. Although the outline of the dog gives 
the appearance of a square, the body length 
is slightly longer than the overall height. The 
tail is set high and carried well arched over the 
body, covered with a long luxurious plume. … 

Height at the withers is the same as the 
height at the croup, measuring 7 to 11 inches.  

Head coloring is blue/black, gold/tan, and 
white in good symmetry. … Any combination 
of the following two colors: blue/black and 
gold/ tan or gold/tan and white in good sym-
metry are acceptable. … Body coloring: Hair 
on the back is blue/black and white. Amounts 
of each color are of personal preference with 
no dominating patterns.

PARENT CLUB CONTACTS
President Myrna Torres 
president@biewerterrierclubofamerica.org
Secretary Bobbi Michelle Wehrfritz
secretary@biewerterrierclubofamerica.org
Judges’ Education Chairman Ed Valle 

edrey524@gmail.com
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Welcome to the Club!
Biewer Terrier Joins AKC Toy Group

On January 1, the Biewer Terrier 
entered the Toy Group as the 197th 
AKC-recognized breed. “We’re 

thrilled to have the Biewer Terrier join the reg-
istry,” AKC Executive Secretary Gina DiNardo 
says. “This wonderful little dog makes a great 
companion for a variety of people, and we’re 
excited to introduce dog lovers to another fan-
tastic breed that may be a perfect match for their 
family.”

PARENT CLUB
Biewer Terrier Club of America (est. 2006)

NATION OF ORIGIN/JOB DESCRIPTION
Germany/Companion

HISTORY
“Gertrud and Werner Biewer had been rais-

ing and showing Yorkies, when on the morning 
of January 20, 1984; Mrs. Biewer assisted their 
little Fru Fru in delivering a blue, white, and 
gold puppy. The couple named this tiny beauty 
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Here are the stories that you 
our readers made the most 
popular GAZETTE articles 

of the past 12 months, based on sta-
tistics compiled by Zmags, provider 
of our viewing platform.

If you would like to contribute an 
article or images to the GAZETTE in 
2021, write to gazette@akc.org. 

FEATURES
“Vet School, Quarantine Style” 

Hannah Loonsk 
A PennVet student’s journal of a virtual 

day in the life and the dogs who keep it 
real.

  
“The Lassie Within” Robin 

Tricoles
When things look bleak, when you really 

need a hero, will your dog be there for you?

“The Evolving Role of DNA: A 
Breeder’s Perspective” Patti Strand 

and Susan LaCroix Hamil
F gwnjk mnxytw~ tk f xhnjsynăh wj{tqz-

tion.

“The Sage of Salilyn”
Part 2 of a lost interview with Julia 

Lfxt|1 uzgqnxmji ktw ymj ăwxy ynrj3

“Your Best National Ever” Don 
James

An AKC Delegate’s tips on how to avoid 
Heartbreak Hotel and other national-spe-
cialty pitfalls. 

BREED COLUMNS
“Turning Pandemic Blues into 

Red, White, and Blue” Alice L. 
Lawrence, Havanese Club of 
America 

“Are Non-Show Breeders Ever 
Considered Reputable?” Roseann 
Fucillo, Papillon Club of America 

“Purpose” Phoebe Booth, 
American Whippet Club 

“
Electronic Ballot for Club Votes” 

Dr. Grace Massey, Australian 
Terrier Club of America 

“Socializing Puppies and Dogs 
While Social Distancing” Susan 
Reed Davis, Belgian Sheepdog Club 
of America 

“Build for the Big One” Marianne 
Sullivan, Collie Club of America 

“A Breeder’s Miracle” Phyllis 
Hamilton, Alaskan Malamute Club 
of America

 
“Puppies During a Pandemic” 

Eibhlin Glennon, Otterhound Club 
of America

“Dog People” Alice Bixler, Briard 
Club of America 

NEWS/OPINION
“Ringside: AKC National 

Championship” 

“Dugan, Soul of Mirth” Elizabeth 
Trainor 

“Being There: Westminster 2020” 

“Belgian Laekenois Joins Herding 
Group”

 
“Welcome to the Club: Barbet 

and Dogo Argentino”

“Black and Tan at 75”

  of 
2020

Your Favorite Stories Left: “The Sage of Salilyn”
Right: “Build for the Big One”
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http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/f006a5ae#/f006a5ae/45
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/e053e7af#/e053e7af/40
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Earn up to $10 per puppy when new puppy owners: 

1. Register with the AKC

2. Activate their 30-day pet insurance policy

3. Download the TailTrax app

& 
www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-breeder-rewards-program 

Underwritten by Independence American Insurance Co. 

https://www.akcpetinsurance.com/akc-breeder-rewards-program
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Teen Idols 
Since the 1930s Junior Showmanship  

has been a showcase for the fancy’s fu-

ture stars, and the gathering in the AKC 

National Championship Juniors rings 

continued the tradition of youthful poise 

and pride coming to the fore.

To qualify, junior handlers were  

required to have three first-place wins 

in an Open Class, earned between  

October 10, 2019, and October 7, 2020. 

Qualifiers had to be under age 18 at the 

time of the wins. (Age on the day of the 

show had no bearing.) 

Juniors required a grade-point aver-

age of at least 3.0 or equivalent for the  

September 2019–June 2020 school year. 

Adrienne Hill and Kellie Dahlberg 

judged the Junior Showmanship pre-

liminaries, and Chelsea Pickett Smithey 

judged the finals.

David Woo returned from Orlando 

with this slideshow portfolio from 

around the rings.

https://youtu.be/qlVQ3scozyE
https://www.akc.org/sports/conformation/junior-showmanship/
https://youtu.be/3ynp-1BgGnw
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BEST IN SHOW 
Judge Jim Moses 
Whippet GCh.P Pinnacle 

Kentucky Bourbon 

RESERVE BEST IN SHOW 
Pekingese GCh. Pequest Wasabi 

GROUP WINNERS
Sporting: Lagotto Romagnolo 

Ch. Kan Trace Very Cheeky Chic; 
Hound: Whippet GCh.P Pinnacle 
Kentucky Bourbon; Working: 
Boxer GCh.P Cinnibon’s Bedrock 
Bombshell; Terrier: Welsh Terrier 
GCh.G Brightluck 
Money Talks; Toy: 
Pekingese GCh. 
Pequest Wasabi; 
Non-Sporting: 
Standard Poodle 
Ch. Hightide 
Tarquin Venus; 
Herding: Australian 
Shepherd GCh.S 
Stonehaven Bayshore 
Secret Sauce 
Miscellaneous 
Class: Biewer 

Terrier Irish Jazz Dzhaga-Dzhaga 
CM6 

BEST BRED-BY-EXHIBITOR IN 
SHOW

Pekingese GCh. Pequest Wasabi; 
breeders: David Fitzpatrick and 
Peggy Steinman

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP 
Judge Cheslie Pickett Smithey 
Best Junior Handler
Jacob Waters 

2020 AKC NATIONAL OWNER-
HANDLED SERIES FINALS
BEST IN SHOW

Judge Harold “Red” Tatro III 
Berger Picard GCh.G Eclipse 

Hive Talking

RESERVE BEST IN SHOW 
Brussels Griffon GCh. Norkus’ 

Looking for Trouble

GROUP WINNERS
Sporting: Labrador Retriever Ch. 

Joan of Arc Aina Labs Pdl; Hound: 
Longhaired Dachshund GCh.B 
Ch. Lavendell Duncan’s Stormy 
Night for Reisback; Working: 
Newfoundland GCh.B Ch. Bear N 
Mind’s I’m Meant for Something 
Special, DN, CGC; Terrier: Soft 
Coated Wheaten Terrier GCh.S 
Ch. Doubloon’s Extreme Gamer 
(Mister); Toy: Brussels Griffon 
GCh. Norkus’ Looking for Trouble; 
Non-Sporting: Dalmatian GCh.S 
Spotlite & Dblshot’s Premier Edition 
CGC, TKN; Herding: Berger 
Picard GCh. Ch. Eclipse Hive 
Talkin’

AKC BREEDERS OF THE YEAR
Gail S. Wolaniuk and Joan E. 

McFadden (Unique Standard 
Poodles)

Links
• AKC.tv event coverage
• AKC National Obedience 

Championship and AKC Rally 
National Championship

• AKC Agility Invitational
• Fast CAT Invitational

Results: 2020 AKC National Championship

https://AKC.tv
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-crowns-new-national-champions-obedience-rally-2/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-crowns-new-national-champions-obedience-rally-2/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/american-kennel-club-crowns-new-national-champions-obedience-rally-2/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/top-dogs-crowned-akc-agility-invitational/
https://www.akc.org/press-releases/top-dogs-crowned-akc-fast-cat-invitational/


JANUARY 2021AKC GAZETTE 13

FEATURE
National Owner- 
Handled Series

D
A

V
ID

 W
O

O
 ©

A
K

C



JANUARY 2021AKC GAZETTE 14

FEATURE
Sporting Group

D
A

V
ID

 W
O

O
 ©

A
K

C





JANUARY 2021AKC GAZETTE 16

FEATURE
Working Group

D
A

V
ID

 W
O

O
 ©

A
K

C













http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/7e63e86d#/7e63e86d/1
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/7e63e86d#/7e63e86d/1
http://www.somersethillskc.org


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHUh2zRF2cI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYbNXPQuMxE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mzoucj5-kMo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c87UPDAggY
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Jimmy Moses

it was a pleasure to watch Jimmy Moses run-
ning his Best in Show ring with such aplomb 
in Orlando last month. The legendary handler 

has a long history with big AKC shows: He handled 
German Shepherd Dog Ch. Covy-Tucker Hill’s 
Manhattan, ROM, OFA, to Best in Show at the 
AKC Centennial Show in 1984. During his distin-
guished career Moses handled a Best in Show dog 
and six group winners at Westminster. In 1999, he 
was inducted into the Dog Show Hall of Fame. 

“I have pretty much spent my whole life dedicated 
to handling, and now judging, dogs,” Moses says. “I 

-
onship levels. Handling has been my whole life and 
judging is just a continuation of it.”
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Brittanys
THE LIEUTENANT AND HIS DOG SAM

It was the long-awaited weekend for Sam’s 
first field trial. He was entered in both the 

puppy and derby stakes. The young lieutenant 
had been conditioning the year-old Brittany 
with daily runs of two miles: Both dog and 
handler would be physically ready for the field 
trial.

The young lieutenant was scheduled for the 
night-duty watch. He knew travel time was 
going to be tight; it would be difficult to make 
the trip and arrive on time at the field trial. 
He would be off watch at 6 A.M. His ship, USS 
Sumter, was docked at Little Creek Naval Base 
near Norfolk, Virginia. Back to his apartment 
to get Sam, and they would be on the road by 
6:30, headed north to eastern Pennsylvania 
and the field-trial grounds. His dad had told 
him Sam’s start time would be between three 
and four o’clock that afternoon. If the traffic 
was light, he should just about make it on 
time.

Once back from his watch, he loaded Sam 
and his overnight case in the car traveling 
north. He’d been thinking faster time would 
be made by taking State Route 17, and then 
Interstate 95; however a few miles into the 
trip, road construction caused a major holdup. 
Once onto I-95, a Virginia state trooper 
caused further delay.

Total travel time was seven hours, with a 
stop for gas. Lunch was a sandwich shared 
with Sam. As he turned into the trial grounds 
and parked the car, he was informed they 
had missed the “breakaway” of Sam’s brace. 
Under American Kennel Club rules, the han-
dler has 15 minutes to bring his dog to the 
line for running in the field-trial competition. 
If the dog is not there, he is disqualified. Thus 
instead of two events, Sam would only be in 
one—the derby stake, which would be the fol-
lowing day.

The next morning was unusually hot for late 
in the month of May—almost too hot to run 

dogs. Further, it was dry, with low humidity. 
The lieutenant knew the sun was going to be 
highest with the 1 P.M. start time, when his 
Sam was scheduled to compete in a brace with 
another Brittany.

The afternoon arrived; time for Sam’s 
field-trial debut. The breakaway of the two 
Brittanys kicked up a cloud of dust as the 
derby pups raced toward the tree-line objec-
tive.

The young lieutenant had just become a 
foot-handler, immersed in the moment. He 
watched and followed along quickly as his pup 
ran effortlessly across the field with his head 

held high, searching for birds. Within a few 
minutes the pups had moved between a group 
of alders in the tree-line; Sam stopped, immo-
bile. Head held high, he seemed to rise up 
gathering the quail scent.

With caution, the handler circled so the pup 
could see him approach and raising his hat, 
announcing, “Judge, my dog’s on point.” The 
handler moved toward the area where Sam 
was focused with all the intensity of his point. 
The quail flushed, and with the shot from the 
blank pistol, the pup took several quick steps 
to mark the bird’s flight. Then he gave chase 
for 50-some feet out across the field, until he 
was turned by several blasts from the handler’s 
whistle.

Continuing on down the treeline, the pup 
scented and pointed two more birds. The han-
dler kicked the cover, flushed the birds, and 
fired as Sam chased those thundering wings. 
The back course of the trial grounds found 
the two competitive brace-mates casting along 
opposite sides of the field and on toward a 
pond. Both Brittanys jumped into the water 
for relief from the blistering heat.

As Sam jumped from the water with 
renewed energy for pursuit of more birds, 
the young handler was pleased. “All right, 
Sam—good pup!” He smiled to himself as he 
fingered the whistle. Two short blasts moved 
the pup as if he were a streak of lightning, up 

Brittany
Sam swimming: 
“Your pup did a nice 
job!”
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the hill and out toward the woods for what the 
handler knew would be the last cast.

The 30-minute derby stake had been a good 
one. The pup pointed, held, and allowed the 
quail to be flushed. The casts had been great, 
even in hot weather. Sam had shown endur-
ance and stamina. It was more than a good 
run, and good event. The young handler took 
a deep breath, and his chest filled with pride 
and satisfaction as he heard the judge say, 
“Son, time is up. You may pick up your dog. 
Your pup did a nice job!”

The young lieutenant responded, “Thank 
you, sir!”

—David A. Webb,
davidawebb@aol.com
American Brittany Club

German Shorthaired Pointers
THE CONUNDRUM OF AN ILLUSTRATED 
STANDARD

In an effort to enhance breed education 
for judges, in recent years the AKC has 

asked each of the parent clubs to produce 
an illustrated standard for their breed. The 
ideal place for such a document to be used is 
at a judges’ education seminar presented in 
conjunction with a breed’s national specialty 
show. An illustrated standard allows an indi-
vidual who might be unsure of how to inter-

pret the standard’s written description to see 
it—and if still unsure, to ask for clarification. 
The illustrated standard can be further rein-
forced by a hands-on and/or ringside observa-
tion, because even the best illustrations cannot 
provide the same experience as putting one’s 
hand on the dog. Touching will indicate what 
is actually there, where an illustration or pho-
tograph may only provide an illusion.

From an educational standpoint, a teacher 
or instructor usually has a teaching syllabus. 
Depending upon the scope and degree of 
detail found therein, the syllabus may or may 
not enhance the learning process. 

Herein lies part of the conundrum, because 
an illustrated standard is based on the 
approved breed standard. Some standards are 
short and simply written, while others may 
be long, with intricate detail. No doubt there 
will be disagreement as to what are the most 
important elements to be illustrated that con-
vey the written description so that the individ-
ual can determine them while going over the 
dog. Ideally the illustrations should enhance 
or reinforce the written description found in 
the standard. 

The illustrations themselves lead to another 
aspect of the conundrum: selection of an artist 
and/or illustrator.  

There are many excellent artists who can 
do animal portraits or technical illustrations, 

but if the material provided to the artist is of 
poor quality, small in size, or contains a lot 
of background clutter, it puts the artist at a 
disadvantage. This may lead to interpretation 
of what the artist sees to be illustrated and the 
written description in the standard. If the art-
ist is unfamiliar with the nuances of the breed 
to be illustrated, this may lead to more subtle 
problems—“It just doesn’t look right”—when 
in fact it may be technically correct according 
to the written part to be illustrated. 

The process to achieving a completed illus-
trated standard can be long, laborious, and 
subject to personal opinion and politics within 
an organization. Often there is a misconcep-
tion of what the illustrated standard is to be 
and what it will look like upon completion. 
Some take years to complete, morphing along 
as committees or parent-club boards change, 
and upon completion may be scrapped in 
total, only to begin the process again. Stories 
surface about committees that splinter and bit-
terness that ensues, of friends who no longer 
speak and some individuals who subsequently 
drop their club membership.

If all the stars align with committee agree-
ment, document format, approved illustra-
tions, and subsequently parent-club board 
approval, the document will go to the printer 
for printing. 

Once finalized in print and distributed for 

use comes the final part of the conundrum: 
scrutiny by the breed fancy that will no doubt 
set the social media abuzz with conversation.

—Patte Titus, 
chexsix@mac.com
German Shorthaired Pointer Club of 

America  

Pointers

Our guest columnist for this issue is 
Andrew H. Brace.

TYPE AND MOVEMENT—IT’S 
NOT A MATTER OF EITHER/OR!

I first became involved with the fascinat-
ing world of purebred dogs more than 50 
years ago, mixing with a variety of exhibi-
tors, breeders, and subsequently judges, all of 
whom shared a common passion. Over the 
years there have been thousands of conversa-
tions, many of them quite lively, at ringside or 
at home, with my peers. And strangely, over 
half a century, the topics that generated the 
most comment have changed very little.

One of the most common subjects regards 
breed type and movement: Which is more 
important in the show dog? This was some-
thing that always fascinated yet puzzled me 
from the start, as even as a young enthusiast I 
could never really separate the two. Whatever 

mailto:davidawebb@aol.com
https://webapps.akc.org/club-search/#/details?id=12769549
mailto:chexsix@mac.com
http://www.gspca.org
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should be “smooth” and “frictionless,” as 
these simple demands eliminate dogs whose 
movement is any way jarring or unsound, and 
the required movement will result from con-
struction that is correct for the breed.

To summarize, given that a dog is put 
together as the breed standard requires, exhib-
ited in the optimum condition, and moved at 
a sensible speed, it should show movement 
that is every bit as important as a contributing 
factor to breed type as any physical character-
istic. —A.H.B.

Thank you, Andrew.
—Helyne E. Medeiros, 
seasydehm@aol.com 
American Pointer Club

Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes
2021 NATIONAL SPECIALTY APRIL 8–11, 
IN ALBANY, OREGON

The NKCUSA’s 2020 national specialty 
weekend that was originally to take place 

in the Pacific Northwest last spring and was 
cancelled due to the pandemic will now take 
place April 8–11, 2021, at the same location—
Albany, Oregon, in conjunction with the 
Chintimini Kennel Club’s all-breed shows. So, 
we hope you’ll join us for “Waggin’ Tails on 
Oregon Trails” this April! Events will include 
the national specialty, performance events, 

seminars, judges’ education, the annual mem-
bership meeting and awards banquet, three 
days of supported entries, individual dog eval-
uations by our Dutch judge, and other high-
lights of what will be a very enjoyable get-to-
gether of Kooikers and their owners. 

One exciting aspect of the week will be an 
educational presentation by Dr. Marty Greer, 
well-known reproductive veterinarian, author, 
speaker, and experienced breeder. Marty will 
discuss the basics of breeding and cover such 
topics as the importance of testing and timing, 
various insemination methods, the birthing 
process, common infertility issues and treat-
ments for stud dogs and bitches, the science 
behind back-to-back breeding, and spay-neu-
ter updates. She will answer those questions 
you have always wanted to ask about breed-
ing, stud dogs, bitches, and timing but never 

had the chance. Marty received her DVM in 
1981 from Iowa State University, and her law 
degree from Marquette Law School in 2010. 
She and her husband own Veterinary Village 
in Lomira, Wisconsin, where she has devel-
oped specialized expertise in canine pediatrics 
and reproduction and operates the Canine 
Semen Freezing Center, International Canine 
Semen Bank—Wisconsin (ICSB-WI/IL). She 
is a PennHIP and Fear Free–certified veteri-
narian. 

A prolific writer, Marty has contributed 
articles to Veterinary Economics and a number of 
AKC breed-club magazines. NKCUSA mem-
bers who attended the Perry shows may recall 
one of her articles on tube-feeding neonates 
in their packet. Marty is the author of the 
popular veterinary text Canine Reproduction and 
Neonatology.

Auction fundraiser kicks off this week. Speaking 
of the national specialty, starting January 15, 
look up “Nederlandse Kooikerhondje Club of 
the USA–Auction Fundraiser” on Facebook 
and bid on some great dog-related items. This 
fun online sale always offers some fantastic 
stuff and helps to raise money for our club and 
our national specialty.

For more details on the 2021 national spe-
cialty and information about Kooikerhondjes 
in general, visit theparent club website below. 
Nederlandse Kooikerhondje Club of the USA

Curly-Coated Retrievers
SWEET POTATO NEWS

I have never appreciated sweet potatoes as 
much as I have since acquiring our latest 

Curly-Coated Retriever puppy. She joined 
our family at a few months of age, and right 
away I noticed little problems with her gas-
trointestinal system. Something was upsetting 
her tummy, and I needed to remedy it. Each 
morning I would arise to a big mess, and 
believe me, it took a long time to clean up 
both puppy and crate. 

I tried different foods, all slowly introduced, 
and different little over-the-counter reme-
dies. Also, we had activities to attend, and I 
asked friends for advice, with no luck; nothing 
seemed to work, and yet she was perfectly nor-
mal throughout the day and had a very good 
appetite. 

I finally recalled a Curly owner friend of 
mine who had encountered a similar problem 
quite a few years ago, and I spoke with her. 
With her Curly, she had tried a certain lim-
ited-ingredient dog food that worked. It con-
tained just three ingredients, in kibble form, 
one of which was sweet potato. I kept her on 
that food for many months, and by then she had 
matured enough that I could venture into trying 
adding some fresh-cooked meat, which worked 
just fine along with the kibble ingredient. 

Everything was going well when she started 

mailto:seasydehm@aol.com
http://www.americanpointerclub.org
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what I call “the empty-stomach syndrome.” 
Each night she would regurgitate a small 
amount of bile. I had been giving both my 
Curlies a dog biscuit last thing when I put 
them to bed, but evidently that was not the 
answer to helping her with this problem. I had 
one or two other Curlies over the years who 
demonstrated this same problem—but theirs 
was not every night, rather just every so often, 
and they soon grew out of it. 

We have a delightful little bungalow in Mt. 
Dora, Florida, that carries outstanding prod-
ucts for dogs and cats. I decided to check with 
the proprietor there to glean her ideas. She 
suggested a couple of slices of cooked sweet 
potato. That did it! No more empty-stomach 
problems. Not only are sweet potatoes (also 
called yams, I believe) good for humans, but 
for my Curly girls, over the years, they have 
been good for them too!

Speaking now of another subject to do with 
our Curlies, the once-a-year Curly-Coated 
Retriever national specialty, which was sup-
posed to take place in the lovely state of 
Colorado September 2020, was cancelled 
due to the coronavirus. However, at this 
time our first field event has been planned 
for October 2020, in Pennsylvania. The 
Curly-Coated Retriever Field Committee 
chairperson, MaryAnn Minner, has, with the 
committee members, scheduled a field event 

in Pennsylvania that will be attended by a lim-
ited number of Curlies.

One big plus about field events is that with 
planning, it appears to be easier to space dogs 
and their owners than at any indoor event. 
There are quite a few of us looking forward 
to getting back into Curly activities, and this 
appears to be a very worthwhile beginning!

—Ann Shinkle,
annshinkle@aol.com 
Curly-Coated Retriever Club of America 

Golden Retrievers
COMFORT LIKE NO OTHER

In times of tragedy and loss, comfort can 
take many forms: a hug or warm cup of tea 

with a friend, perhaps a quiet place to pray or 
meditate. Or, in the case of the fire-ravaged 
communities in California and Oregon, a visit 
from the Lutheran Church Charities (LCC) 
K-9 Comfort Golden Retrievers. 

In September, three teams of these Golden 
therapy specialists were deployed to Southern 
Oregon, an area especially hard hit by the 
fires. Their mission, as always, to offer furry 
comfort to the victims who had lost their 
homes and possessions.

Rich Martin, LCC Director of K-9 
Deployments, and Goldens Ruthie, Cubby, 
and Isaac arrived, with their handlers, at the 

Curly-Coated Retriever

mailto:annshinkle@aol.com 
http://www.ccrca.org
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Jackson County Expo Center in Medford, 
where dozens of the homeless were sheltered. 
Most were residents of a local retirement com-
munity of 55 homes, where 42 homes had 
been destroyed. 

“It’s tough to see people in such a state,” 
Martin said. “But it’s great to be with them 
here with presents and prayer. The response 
has been overwhelming.”

This was Isaac’s first deployment, but he 
needed no on-the-job instruction. Like his two 

teammates, he intuitively sought out those 
who were suffering most. Many of the resi-
dents had lost their pets in the fire, and the 
dogs provided a furry shoulder to cry on and 
friendly paws to hold, while their handlers 
offered prayers for comfort, understanding, 
and renewal. There were no social distancing 
restrictions for the dogs, and they eagerly nuz-
zled into laps and welcomed all the hugs and 
petting.

In addition to the victims of the fire, the 

dogs were also there for the first responders 
and volunteers who had been working non-
stop since the fires first broke out. They were 
exhausted and discouraged, but the sight of 
these pretty, blond Goldens, with their happy 
smiles and wagging tails, instantly lifted their 
spirits, and they reached out to share some of 
that special furry therapy.

“It’s amazing, the amount of caring,” said 
St. John’s Lutheran Church pastor, Gary 
Clark. “Just like music, seeing the dogs is like 
a universal language. It gives people a sense of 
comforting and healing.”

Martin, Ruthie, Cubby, and Isaac and their 
handlers traveled south from Medford toward 
Ashland and four more towns in the Rogue 
Valley to deliver more smiles and furry com-
fort wherever needed, finally completing a 
two-week deployment. During September, 
three other LCC K-9 Comfort teams 
deployed to multiple fire sites in Southern 
California. 

LCC K-9 Ministries currently has 130 
Comfort Golden teams throughout the U.S. 
Each team stands at the ready to go again, 
wherever there is the need for the peace, 
mercy, and compassion of Golden comfort. 
The group never charges those they serve but 
instead relies on gifts and donations to cover 
their expenses. For information on how you 
can help or support their work in canine- 

assisted therapy, visit www.K9Comfort.org.
—Nona Kilgore Bauer,
nona@nonabauer.com
Golden Retriever Club of America

English Setters

To continue the subject begun with the 
October 2020 column, this month we 

hear from two more people who have reached 
the highest levels of training achievements 
with their English Setters.

OUR HIGH-ACHIEVING ENGLISH 
SETTERS PART TWO

Terry Barnes and FC/AFC/OTCH Smitty’s 
Winchester Rival, UDX3, RAE, MH, AX, AXJ, 
AXP, MJP, NFP (1996–2011)

It seems as though there is no limit to the number 
of titles that Terry Barnes can earn with her English 
Setters. For many people, however, Terry will always 
be associated with the unforgettable Rival. Here she 
tells how Rival came into her life and what the tricolor 
was like.

“I had told Roy Smith that if he ever bred 
his two field-champion English Setters, Jack 
and Sandy, I would like to buy a puppy—but 
only if I could get the first pick of the litter. 
In 1996 there were nine tricolor puppies to 
choose from when this much-awaited litter 
was born. I visited and played with them 

Golden Retriever

mailto:nona@nonabauer.com
http://www.grca.org
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They can’t solve the problem, but they will 
listen. And if the young ones come charging 
back after investigating that noise, it only takes 
a hard stare or very low growl from grandma 
or grandpa to let the young ones know that 
seniority rules.

Take the old one for a walk, to a dog show, 
out hunting, or for a ride in the car. Teach 
them something new and just love them. The 
older Gordon is one of the truest treasures we 
are granted in this life, and it’s a treasure that 
can be gone in an instant. We would be wise 
to make full use of them while they are here 
with us.

—Jim Thacker,
dunbargs@sbcglobal.net
Gordon Setter Club of America

Irish Setters
A PROVING GROUND OF FORM AND 
FUNCTION

The first line of our standard says it all: 
The Irish Setter is an active, aristocratic bird 

dog. The evidence of this was at an ISCA field 
event I recently attended. Brace after brace, 
Irish Setters streaked through fields—beau-
tiful to look at, conditioned to run, and all of 
them, from the most senior to the most junior, 
having a great time. Upon their return to the 
“dog wagon,” tongues were hanging out, but 

all tails were wagging. It had been a day in 
pursuit of their purpose!

It is interesting to take a look at some of the 
statistics from the event. The Master Hunter 
pass went to a show-champion bitch, of solid 
show lines and trained solely by her owner. 
She returned to run in Open Gun Dog on 
Sunday. The Senior Hunter pass went, again, 
to a dog of solid show lines, who also returned 
Sunday in Open Gun Dog. Junior Hunter 
passes came from a wonderful mix of show 
and field, some bred of one type and some of 
both bred together. Placements on the field-
trial days came from breed and field lines. 

For me it was a visual proving ground of not 
only form and function, but also of instinct 
meeting breeding, training, and opportunity. 
There seemed to be a good bit of dual poten-
tial showing its nose, and this is great news for 
our breed. 

Where to start if you have an interest? Field 
trials can be daunting as a starting place on 
your bird journey, but they can be a potential 
destination. The AKC Hunting Tests are a 
wonderful place to begin. A Junior Hunter 
may be a dog of any age, junior designating 
proficiency, not age. All you need are good 
boots, a whistle, and a gun, and usually all 
but the boots can be borrowed! For hunt tests 
your dog does need to come and obey—but 
don’t we want a mannerly companion for 

ourselves anyway? It is amazing to watch the 
uninitiated dog gain confidence. Many clubs 
have “fun field days,” and there are a num-
ber of trainers who focus on just the hunt-
ing aspects of our breed and other sporting 
breeds. Get out and enjoy a day on birds! —
Karolynne McAteer, 2010

Irish Setter Club of America 

Clumber Spaniels
BEST PRACTICES

While serving for 21 years as Delegate, 
noted over the course of many meet-

ings have been recommendations concern-
ing “best practices.” Each of the three main 
categories of AKC clubs—all-breed, parent, 
and performance—has its own dynamic. As 
recorded in monthly Delegate reports to my 
parent club, the following could perhaps be of 
interest especially to other parent clubs as well. I 
emphasize these are in no way original but sim-
ply noted over several years, with special thanks 
to the Leonberger Club of America.

Basic philosophy. Greater Transparency/
Inclusiveness/Participation (TIP) to increase 
both the club’s effectiveness and its membership.

Open monthly Board meetings. Members entitled 
to listen in; no voice or vote. Closed executive 
session at end.

Hold quarterly “Town Hall” meetings. Virtual, 
open to all club members. Topics sent in 
beforehand and questions to the Board.

Quarterly parent club journal. With free one-year 
online subscription for first-time buyers of the 
club’s breed. Attract new members at no cost 
to the club.

Two-tiered dues. Regular dues for members 
receiving the parent club journal online; 
higher dues meeting actual costs to receive 
printed copy.

Irish Setter
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http://www.gsca.org
https://irishsetterclub.org/


JANUARY 2021AKC GAZETTE 35

BREED COLUMNS
SPORTING GROUP

D
A

V
ID

 W
O

O
 ©

A
K

C

Breeders’ roundtable. Virtual; twice a year for 
club members currently breeding or interested 
in doing so.

Breeder Referral List. To be listed, breeders 
must pledge:

—To observe the club’s Code of Ethics.
—To provide owners with advice as needed 

after purchase. 
—To aid puppy buyers in becoming parent 

club members. (If a potential buyer is deemed 
unacceptable for parent club membership, 
they are accordingly unacceptable for owning 
a puppy.)

—To be responsible during its entire life for 
any puppy bred.

Annual feedback. As each new Board is 
installed, email inquiries to all members 
requesting ideas for improving our club. 
Answers by email, or by unsigned U.S. mail.

Membership secretary. Targets:
—First-time owners of the breed.
—Members failing to renew. Why? Answers 

to be shared anonymously with club members. 
—Members of breed’s regional clubs but not 

of parent club.
—Owners-exhibitors of the breed who are 

at the parent club national specialty, AKC 
National Championship, Westminster, and so 
on but are not parent club members.

—Owners appearing in the parent club’s 
annual breed calendar but who are not parent 

club members. 
—Owners living in the U.S. who are mem-

bers of the breed’s various foreign parent 
clubs, but not of the U.S. parent club.

Regional clubs. Annual report encouraged; 
shared with parent club membership.

Reminder: “The greatness of a nation can 
be judged by how its animals are treated.” —
Mahatma Gandhi 

—Bryant Freeman, Ph.D., 
bryantfreeman72@yahoo.com 
Breed Historian and Delegate
Clumber Spaniel Club of America

Cocker Spaniels
WHAT DOES APPEARANCE HAVE TO DO 
WITH IT?

The Cocker Spaniel official standard at its 
very beginning has a section that reads, 

“General Appearance: The Cocker Spaniel is 
the smallest member of the Sporting Group. 
He has a sturdy, compact body and a cleanly 
chiseled and refined head, with the overall 
dog in complete balance and of ideal size. 
He stands well up at the shoulder on straight 
forelegs with a topline sloping slightly toward 
strong, moderately bent, muscular quarters. 
He is a dog capable of considerable speed, 
combined with great endurance. Above all, he 
must be free and merry, sound, well balanced 

Cocker Spaniel: 
“Free and merry, 
sound, well balanced 
throughout”

mailto:bryantfreeman72@yahoo.com 
http://www.Clumbers.org
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throughout and in action show a keen inclina-
tion to work. A dog well balanced in all parts, 
is more desirable than a dog with strongly 
contrasting good points and faults.” 

Why are the Cocker’s appearance fea-
tures described in the standard’s “General 
Appearance” section so significant? Why 
should these features be preserved in the 
breed? The answer to both questions is 
because these features bear directly on the 
function for which the Cocker Spaniel, as a 
flushing spaniel, was originally developed.

The Cocker Spaniel was developed as a 
hunting companion, to scent birds and flush 
them out of denser brush. The Cocker is to 
appear as the smallest member of the Sporting 
Group. Why small? Because the Cocker 
was designed to have the specific function of 
being able to travel closer to the ground and 
the hiding game. Why sturdy and compact? 
In order to effectively move through dense 
grasses and other ground cover, using his 
sturdy, compact body. He is to be kept to the 
ideal, standard size for this purpose, small but 
well up at the shoulder with a slightly sloping 
topline (“streamlined”, if you will). His strong, 
moderately bent, muscular rear quarters effec-
tively propel the Cocker close to the ground, 
through dense cover. These features move the 
Cocker through the cover, toward the game 
he has scented, rapidly. The Appearance sec-

tion states that he is a dog capable of consid-
erable speed, combined with great endurance. 
This makes the Cocker ideal for certain types 
of game and ground cover: Pheasants come to 
mind. 

I will never forget my first “unintentional” 
encounter with the Cocker Spaniel’s scenting 
and flushing capability! I was a sixth-grader, 
walking my first Cocker, a small, buff male, 
through some brush in an area of railroad 
tracks. All of a sudden (really sudden!) my 
Cocker, Sunny, found and flushed two large 
pheasants! It really surprised me, and I was 
filled with admiration for this little dog’s 
instinct. Shortly after that I attained my 
first show-prospect particolor, who became 
a champion. Years later, we hosted a field 
demonstration at my 15-acre property on 
a river for owners of Cocker Spaniels and 
English Cocker Spaniels. We had a Cocker 
owner demonstrating the Cocker’s abili-
ties and practical training methods with his 
trained particolor who was from those “show” 
bloodlines. Although this dog was from dogs 
bred primarily to compete in shows, the hunt-
ing instinct and ability were strong. We all 
had great lessons that day in how the stan-
dard-prescribed features influence function! 
We witnessed how a dog who, for example, 
didn’t fit the standard in some aspects such as 
chest (and lung capacity) might lack endur-

ance for making his way through ground 
cover and swimming. A sound, well-balanced 
Cocker as described in the standard’s General 
Appearance section is requisite in a function-
ing animal performing the purpose for which 
he was developed. 

The intangible element necessary to complete 
the function is “above all, he must be free and 
merry […] and in action show a keen inclina-
tion to work.” We could refer to this element as 
“heart” or “drive.” Such a Cocker, in addition 
to encompassing the physical features described 
in the General Appearance section, exhibits the 
enthusiastic personality and temperament for 
work that makes him a prime example of what 
the standard means, linking general appear-
ance and intended function.  

—Kristi L. Tukua
American Spaniel Club

English Springer Spaniels
WHAT’S IN YOUR BOWL?

The most interesting nook in a dog fanci-
er’s home may be that drawer or cabinet 

where they stash the supplements, special 
meat, oils, and elixirs they add to their dogs’ 
meals. The ritual of feeding can run the gamut 
from simply tossing the dry kibble in the bowl, 
to taking out a loan to pay for the extras. 
Thanks to several Springer folks below for 

sharing their supplement regimens with me.
Ruth Dehmel (Rendition) told me: “I add 

several Nature’s Farmacy supplements at 
breakfast: Probiotic Max Ultimate; Phyto-
Flex Cran-Tri-C; and Kelp. For their evening 
meal, I add ProBiotic Max Ultimate, Phyto-
Flex and Grizzly Omega Health Omega-3 
supplement. I have used Nature’s Farmacy 
products for many years. I feed twice a day. 
Each dog gets four ounces of raw Blue Ridge 
Beef, and one-quarter cup of kibble. I cover 
their food with filtered water. I do not let them 
exercise for one hour before and one hour 
after they eat.”

Many companies sell excellent probiotics. 
Your veterinarian and other dog owners will 
have information on their preferred brand. 
Nature’s Farmacy formulates probiotics to 
“support digestion of food and nutrients, 
help maintain and nourish proper gut flora, 
support bowel health, and support beneficial 
function in the intestinal tract. Kelp is rich in 
iodine which helps support gland function, 
especially the thyroid.”

Ann Reamy feeds her dogs, Drew and 
Annie, Earthborn Venture Grain Free, 
limited ingredient, pea-free kibble. They 
get “one level cup, moistened with warm 
water, plus ¼ teaspoon Sustenance Herbs 
Canine Wellness Blend; ¼ teaspoon Animal 
Essentials Plant Enzyme and Probiotics; ½ 

http://www.americanspanielclub.org
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teaspoon Earth Animal Natures Protection 
Daily Herbal Internal Powder; 1 ml. Amino 
B Plex; 1 cube Primal freeze-dried Cube; 
and 1 tablespoon plain Greek yogurt. They 
eat this regimen two times a day. Annie also 
gets one cranberry capsule in the morning.” 
Why do many dogs get cranberry supple-
ments? Veterinary Practice Today, in an article 
by Brennen McKenzie, VMD, states: “The 
more popular theory today is compounds in 
cranberry juice, particularly a group called 
proanthocyanidins, interfere with the attach-

ment of some bacteria to the bladder mucosa, 
reducing colonization and the establishment 
of infection.”

Janet Kolakowski, who for decades has 
owned and exhibited Pride and Joy Springers, 
has a litter on the way. Kolakowski told me, 
“With Gee’s maternity diet she is getting 
Proviable once a day and Grizzly Salmon 
Oil once a day. Max and Bliss get Standard 
Process Whole Body Support and Pepcid. 
Bliss also gets Cranidin.” Salmon oil, explains 
the Grizzly Products website, “supports a 

dog’s needs for DHA and EPA, healthy skin 
and coat, nerve-based functions for cognition 
and vision, the immune system and fertility.”

Jordanne Smith (Ivy Hill) describes her 
feeding regimen: “For Annie, Ranger, and 
Fudge, I alternate adding Dogzymes probiot-
ics, Proplan Fortissimos-Flora probiotics, and 
Proviable to meals. I also add a fish oil cap-
sule. Annie, who recently had a puppy, gets 
half a capsule of Ester-C once per day.” 

If you have ever wondered, “What is 
Ester-C?” the nutritionist at LiveStrong.com 
explains: “Ester-C is pH neutral, with a dif-
ferent composition from regular vitamin C, 
which is ascorbic acid. The main component 
of this product is calcium ascorbate.” 

Whole Dog Journal’s article by Bob Griswold 
and Nancy Kerns explains, “Stress is the 
best-known cause of vitamin C depletion in 
dogs. Physical stress comes in many forms: 
gestation, lactation, growth, hard work, vacci-
nations, injuries, tail-docking or ear cropping, 
or illness. Researchers can measure the level 
of stress a dog experiences by measuring the 
degree of depletion of (vitamin C) in the dog’s 
blood. Conversely, many studies have found 
that dogs (as well as humans) that are supple-
mented with vitamin C show greater resis-
tance to disease, and a better ability to recover 
from injuries or illness.” 

Lauren Howard (Keswicke) shared her feed-

ing experience: “My dogs eat Victor Active 
dog food, which is a large-breed food with low 
calcium. They get water in the kibble. I don’t 
supplement unless I see a reason to. When a 
bitch is pregnant, I move her to puppy food. 
I take her off it three weeks after whelping. 
In the past I have used vitamin C whenever 
there is an assault on the immune system in 
the environment. I’ve also used kelp for the 
same purpose. I have tried a couple of coat 
supplements and never felt that they did any-
thing. I feed my standard Poodle and Lagotti 
a raw chicken leg for dinner, but the Springers 
throw it up, so no raw chicken for them.” 

Dogs have their own guideline about feed-
ing: Make sure it arrives on time!

—Sarah A. Ferrell, Locust Grove, Virginia, 
saf@abrohamneal.com

English Springer Spaniel Field Trial 
Association 

 

Field Spaniels 
IMPISH ANTICS AND PERSONALITY PLUS

It is no secret that we Field fanciers relish the 
humor of our chosen breed, and some of 

their silly behaviors are legendary.
There are the well-known snorers, the 

beloved water-bowl dribblers, and the “merry 
spaniel” attitudes. Then there are the stories 
we really remember ... the ones who love to 

English Springer Spaniel
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roll in the grass with reckless abandon, even 
sliding down hills and off of furniture. The 
ones who so fervently build comfy nests out of 
their blankets and crate-pads. The cavorting 
young pups, and the oldsters who still act like 
they’re two. The yodeling, gurgling, warbling, 
whuffling vocalizations within the breed that 
vary among individuals.

I fondly recall my case of the mysteriously 
disappearing grooming implements. I eventu-
ally found them tucked into an upstairs open 
crate; they had been hoarded behind my back 
as I groomed a local Golden. Many Fields are 
excellent toy collectors.

I have delighted at the wagging, body-
curved boys who greet me, and the girls who 
manage to let their wishes be known in no 
uncertain terms. 

Harmless pranksters run rampant in our 
breed. There is the silly guy who steals a ter-
rycloth robe and wears it around the house. 
Athletic dogs display prowess at going around, 
through, under, or over whatever they deem 
an obstacle, and their creativity and diligence 
can border on genius. Our dogs are thoughtful 
in their problem-solving and take great care 
in finding new ways to achieve their goals, be 
it getting an object of desire, or working their 
way onto furniture and people. 

Our standard may not point out the unique 
schmoozing and the spaniel-gaze hypnosis 

we owners have come to treasure, but these 
are obvious to those close to our dogs. How 
can you not chuckle at the brown hound who 
thinks life looks better upside-down, or the 
black (and tan?) flash of charisma who grins 
and flips the other dogs’ ears with their nose? 
We laugh at their cute behaviors and human-
like (anthropomorphism aside!) displays of 
communication, be it a droll face, an eyebrow 
lift, or the ever-wagging bums.

We know Fields who carry their ears or like 

to “hold hands” and sing for their supper. 
Clever dogs who act as rearing ponies and 
dancing bears and charm the trainers among 
us by showing their repertoire of tricks and 
positions in the hopes of a nibble of your pop-
corn or apple. I revel in their characters and 
conveyance of emotion, especially when they 
seem to enjoy the smiles and laughs that they 
inspire daily.

If your bitch makes faces by the icemaker or 
your dog develops funny sounds and gestures 

for meatballs, know you are not alone, and 
savor the characteristics that make for great 
canine humor.

Granted, it may not be so funny when your 
obedience dog rolls over and washes his face 
on the long down or decides to rip around or 
levitate or show off their dumbbell to the judge 
or crowd (never mind the infamous “butt scoot 
to heel,” which personally taught me to always 
express their anal glands a few days before  
trialing). 

If your agility star runs amok, making up 
her own courses or repeating the tunnel for 
“zoomie” fun, know it is in fine humor. Many 
a bird story has been told as well, even those of 
retrieving other dogs to hand. 

We know of Fields who hide in compost bins, 
snort and carry objects, and rapidly “dig to 
China” on beds and cushions. Typical doggy 
behaviors of “trampling the grass” or circling 
before lying down take on a whole new style and 
flair when our breed takes it to a level of sophisti-
cated pattern—perhaps even squeezing into the 
tiny cat bed after an elaborate dance routine.

They teach us faith and trust, from snoozing 
at our feet to ramming their heads into our 
knees with the glove or the toy we should have 
believed they had in the first place, to gliding 
around the ring on a loose lead in harmony 
with their handler.

Fields seem to be expert at gaining nicknames. 

Field Spaniels
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Endearing behaviors and personality inspire 
monikers and terms of endearment. You all 
know who they are in your home!

Talent abounds among our dogs—whether 
they are helpful in retrieving bowls from deep 
crates, or tracking the horse who got out, or 
using scent and bird skills. In more entertaining 
ways, they continue to amaze and amuse.

It should be noted that while a sense of humor 
is required to properly enjoy our dogs, they are 
quite capable of rather quickly converting those 
who are seemingly impaired in that department. 
Chuckles escape when observing an otherwise 
dignified animal roll around, flap his ears and 
lips, and talk to you via a series of grunts, war-
bles, and physical gestures. Facial expressions 
and apparent joy of life are displayed, and so 
we appreciate the tap-dancing, butt-wagging, 
throaty hellos, and play.

So the next time those paws slap you, or 
you get tagged, only to see a spaniel bum flash 
around the corner as they take off, don’t feel 
frustrated! Know you are worthy of a fine-tuned 
canine game, honed by a breed who finds ways 
to have fun.

Get down on your knees and join in on the 
jolly. Share in the “dogjoy”! I promise you won’t 
be disappointed.

—Shannon Rodgers,
shannontrodgers@gmail.com
Field Spaniel Society of America

Sussex Spaniels
MENTAL PREPARATION FOR YOUR 
SUSSEX FOR THE SHOW RING

Whoever thought that I would ever have 
a whole box full of masks? Now we all 

have masks—different colors, patterns, and (of 
course) depicting our breed or dog, or possibly 
Snoopy!

Even if you object to them personally, I 
encourage you, for the sake of your dog’s confi-
dence in the show ring, to get them used to see-
ing you and others in masks. You certainly don’t 
want your dog backing up from a judge wearing 
a mask. Having had dogs who weren’t keen on 
judges wearing heavy doses of perfume, multi-
ple dangling bracelets, large hats, and so on, I 

can assure you that practicing with these things 
beforehand is well worth it. You may look silly, 
but try wearing a hat, bracelets, or a mask while 
feeding dogs. It will combine strange things with 
a pleasant experience.

Sussex are not good with change. They like 
a routine, a schedule, and worry even if you 
move furniture or crates. It takes a bit of time 
for them to accept new things.

One of our longtime breeders found this out 
the hard way when she discovered, at a show, 
that she had only trained her new puppy while 
wearing white tennis shoes, and the puppy 
totally would not have anything to do with 
walking near those strange red things! Taught 
us all a lesson.

The SSCA is planning our 2021 national 
specialty for September, in conjunction with 
the Salisbury, Maryland shows. We are all 
planning and praying that this comes to pass. 
Having no national in 2020 was a blow. It was 
hard on everyone—especially for our older 
members, like me, who count every year that 
we are able to participate as golden. Please 
join us in Salisbury. We want to see old friends 
and make new ones and totally enjoy all the 
Sussex we can.

—Marcia Deugan, 
ZIYADAHreg@aol.com
Sussex Spaniel Club of America

 
Welsh Springer Spaniels
THE WELSHIE TEMPERAMENT

The standard says the Welshie is an active 
dog displaying a loyal and affectionate disposi-

tion. Although reserved with strangers, he is not timid, 
shy, nor unfriendly. To this day he remains a devoted 
family member and hunting companion. What does 
this mean for a first-time Welsh Springer family? 

Let’s start with active. As with many breeds, 
this means a Welshie would love to have 30 to 
60 minutes of vigorous playtime every day. He 
won’t care if it is raining or if he has to leap 
through snowdrifts to find the tennis ball you 
tossed for him. Welshies love exercise and may 
become bored and destructive without it. A 

Sussex 
Spaniel
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inal three that I remember. Below are the lev-
els, in order of achievement:

• Versatility Ambassador 
• Versatility Emissary
• Versatility Excellent
• Versatility Advanced Excellent
• Versatility Ultimate
One of the unique qualities about the GPCA 

Versatility program is the number of differ-
ent types of activities you can do with your 
Pyr that allow you to progress to the next 
Versatility level. Some national breed clubs 
rely solely on AKC titles for their versatility 
program awards. The Great Pyrenees Club of 
America Versatility Award includes all AKC 
awarded titles, and the program goes beyond 
those titles to include other types of accom-
plishments such as service work, mountain 
climbing, therapy dog visits, hiking, carting, 
participation in parades, and more.

Many Great Pyrenees owners who don’t 
show in conformation or other AKC events 
have a way to recognize the accomplishments 
of their Pyrs. I believe it would be good for 
our club to be more inclusive of all types 
of owners, allowing the expansion of our 
membership base. Also, you don’t have to 
be a member of the Great Pyrenees Club of 
America to earn versatility titles. Anyone who 
owns a Great Pyrenees who is not a GPCA 
member but is a member of a regional club is 

welcome to participate. 
Given the current state of the COVID-19 

pandemic, you may wonder how you can 
accomplish any of these activities with your 
Pyr. Well, the AKC offers virtual events that 
you can participate in from the comfort of 
your own home! For more information, please 
visit https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/sports/akc-
titles-programs-can-home/. 

For more information about the GPCA 
Versatility Award, you can contact Judy 
Skorup at jaskorup@hotmail.com or visit our 
website at http://gpcaonline.org/versatility.htm. 

—Karen Reiter,
karenreiter@comcast.net
Great Pyrenees Club of America  

Komondorok
BLOAT!

Deep-bodied dogs are susceptible to 
bloat (gastric dilatation-volvulus), and 

Komondors are certainly in that undesirable 
club. I’m not a veterinarian, but unfortunately 
I have had too much experience with bloat, 
and I have learned some hard lessons I would 
like to share. 

Bloat is when the dog’s stomach fills with 
air, a condition which is life threatening. 
The stomach can flip over, and this blocks 
the air from escaping while it is blowing up. 

Whether the flip or the blow-up happens first 
and which is the result of the other are both 
unknown, and it probably can happen both 
ways. In the old days we used to blame food 
that expanded in the stomach as a major 
cause. Now most good-quality foods don’t 
expand with soaking, and yet bloat still occurs. 
We have seen bloat that seemed to have a 
physical cause (when a dog went out and ran 
around on a full stomach), an emotional cause 
(such as the dog was reacting to thunder or 
to a new situation, like dog show travel), and 
an identifiable medical cause (a malformed 
pyloric valve, the exit to the stomach). In all 
cases the condition is life threatening, and it is 
essential that you know how to recognize bloat 
early and work with your veterinarian to get 
effective treatment.

Bloat often happens overnight, so the first 
step in recognizing it is having the dog within 
earshot at night. The main certain diagnos-
tic for bloat is “the drum response,” when 
the dog’s abdomen is so blown up that it is 
enlarged and tight. If you see this, you have an 
immediate emergency on your hands. Your 
dog will tell you something is wrong before 
this happens, if you are there to listen. First, 
they fuss (not normal for most Komondors), 
and they might drool. The condition hurts, 
so they might oddly rub their belly against 
the ground, pant heavily, or groan. We all 

know that Koms aren’t complainers, so this 
particular groan is one you won’t forget once 
you’ve heard it. If the victim is trying to vomit 
but only producing ropey saliva (not food), it 
is another sign that the stomach is closed off. 
We keep on hand an antacid with simethicone 
for gas relief (Gas-X is one). If you catch the 
issue early and the stomach is not flipped (and 
closed), this might relieve early symptoms. 
There is a surprisingly simple diagnostic you 
can try early on: Offer the dog water. Since 
they are uncomfortable, they’ll usually lap 
some up. If it comes right back up, the stom-
ach is closed and probably flipped. Time to 
get to a vet right away. 

I have had the experience where this hap-
pened and the vet would be opening in a few 
minutes. We called ahead and hurried over. 
The (inexperienced) vet who arrived doubted 
my opinion because there was no drum 
response (yet). I insisted on sedation and trying 
to drop a tube. I told him we were doing the 
bloat surgery as soon as possible no matter 
what. The tube went in, and this confirmed 
his belief that I was wrong. He pulled the 
tube and went away for five minutes. When 
he came back, the bitch was in full drum 
response, dangerously blown up. This time the 
tube was blocked from getting to the stomach 
because of either pressure or being flipped. 
This led us to the proper actions. The bitch 
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breeds even larger than mine who are proba-
bly chuckling at this as they read it.

Ultimately, “large” is a factor in almost 
every aspect of living with Leonbergers, from 
the types of vehicles needed, size of grooming 
tables and tools, their crate sizes, collars, and 
so on. When you add a Leonberger to your 
home, you have no doubt already considered 
most of those issues, and you have hopefully 
discussed them with the breeder so that you 
know what to expect as the dog grows and 
matures. 

There is another issue with large breeds, 
however, that requires some thought. What 

happens if they get injured or ill, and you have 
to physically carry them to your vehicle and 
hoist them up into it? It is an uncomfortable 
thing to consider, but it can happen. 

old, he got his back foot caught in the looping 
design of my wrought-iron table on the back 

him. Fortunately, I was sitting at that table 

gave himself a greenstick fracture of a meta-
-

dicament of having to get him down the front 
steps of my house and into my car, and then 

I ended up using a bedsheet tied as a sling 
that went under his belly and then diagonally 
across my chest and over my shoulder. I was 

my front porch, and help him three-leg hop to 
the car, where I physically picked him up and 
put him in the car. I used the sheet-sling to get 
him back home and up the front steps. (By the 
way, the vet had to use a colt splint because of 
my puppy’s size.) It worked out, but it was an 
experience that stuck with me years later as 
that same dog became an old man, and I had 
to start thinking about what I would do if he 
fell out on a walk one day. He never did that, 
fortunately, but I could not have carried him 
by myself because he outweighed me. 

Having a large-breed dog can mean having 
slings or stretchers stashed in your home and/
or your car. It may mean bringing an emer-
gency sling with you if you hike with your 
dog or take them to the beach. Fortunately 
there are quite a few such slings, stretchers, 
and ramps on the market, but not many that 
can be easily carried with you just for daily 
walks. No matter how “large” your dog breed 
may seem to other people, ultimately it comes 
down to whether or not you would be able 
to physically transport the dog by yourself if 

needed. Consider what you would need before 
it becomes necessary, and hopefully you never 
need to use it. Because there’s large, and then 
there’s large. 

—Shannon White, Salisbury, Maryland, 
oceanleonbergers@gmail.com

Leonberger Club of America 

Mastiffs
THE MASTIFF: COMPANION AND 
GUARDIAN

In this column I want to discuss an aspect 

newer owners. 

in our standard: “Temperament: A combi-
nation of grandeur and good nature, courage 
and docility. Dignity, rather than gaiety, is the 

genial, and faithful natures as family compan-
ions. They are generally excellent with chil-

in learning to walk by patiently accompanying 
him and catching him on his muzzle when 
he was about to “face plant.” They can be 
extremely sensitive and responsive to family 
members’ moods and emotions.

Leonberger Cap’n Jack dwarfs his German Shepherd Dog housemate.
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Neapolitan Mastiffs
WHAT METRICS CAN TELL US

The AKC sends the parent club metrics 
about the breed. These include total lit-

ter and registration numbers, as well as some 
calculations showing what these metrics might 
tell us about the health of the breed and the 
breed community.

I was the keeper of the stats for our club pre-
AKC recognition, so I went back to compare 
some of these with the old rare-breed days.

While a rare breed, the USNMC processed 
around 100 litters a year. The AKC metrics 
for 2008 show 97 litters, and 2018 showed 
130 litters processed by the AKC. Reasonably 
close numbers, with promising increases.

Our assessment of litters in 1998 showed an 
average of about six pups a litter. The AKC 
metrics for 2008 and 2018 show 5.87 and 5.83 
as average litter sizes. So that has pretty much 
stayed the same. 

Total USNMC registrations as a rare 
breed in 1998 were 544, with 55—about 10 
percent—being imported dogs transferring 
registration. In 2008, AKC processed 357 
registrations, with 37— again, nearly 10 per-
cent—being foreign registrations. And in 2018 
there were 458 total dogs registered, a nice 
climb of 30 percent over 2008. This included 
41 foreign registrations; again, just about 10 
percent. So that too is about the same.

In the old rare-breed days, we did not track 
how many unique dogs participated in con-
formation. But AKC metrics show that in 
2008 there were 180 individual dogs shown, 
and in 2018 there were 119 shown. This drop 
parallels a general decrease in participation 
in AKC conformation, but it might be worth-
while to note that the Neapolitan Mastiff 
numbers stopped declining and have been 
holding steady, with a very slight increase, 
since 2015. 

Now here is the interesting metric: As a rare 

breed, the USNMC 1997 national specialty 
had an entry of 48. After AKC recognition, 
the 2008 national had an entry of 42, mean-
ing that the 2008 national entries included 
about 25 percent of all dogs of the breed who 
appeared anywhere in the country in confor-
mation that year. The 2018 national had an 
entry of 40, which astonishingly means the 
2018 national entries included over 30 percent 
of all conformation dogs who appeared any-
where in the country.

That is rather good marks, I think!

In fact, the size of the Neapolitan Mastiff 
national specialty has been around 40, plus 
or minus, consistently over the years since the 
first one was held by the USNMC in 1992. 
Clearly, however, the impact of the national 
specialty is growing—I think rather spectacu-
larly.

A few more statistical tidbits I encountered 
in doing this research:

Only four national-specialty winners were 
foreign-born (one from Belgium, one from 
Ecuador, and two from Italy). Three of those 
winners were selected post–AKC recognition.

From 1992 to 2018, four bitches have won 
the national, and all four were exhibited by 
their breeder. Four Best of Breed dogs were 
also owned and exhibited by their breeder. 
This means about 27 of the national-specialty 
BB winners were bred-by. 

Five dogs have won the national twice, each 
time these were back-to-back wins. We have 
had foreign judges 17 times (from Italy nine of 
those times), and from the US 10 times. 

In the old days the national was on the East 
Coast six out of 12 times, since that was the 
source of most volunteer workers. However, 
since AKC recognition, the national has trav-
eled more widely around the country, being in 
the Midwest five times, the Mid-Atlantic five 
times, in the South and in the East twice each, 
and in the West once. 

Neapolitan
Mastiff
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One gratifying result of AKC recognition 
is the growth in interest, and in workers, all 
around the country.

—Margaret R. (Peggy) Wolfe, 
Margaret.peggy.wolfe@gmail.com
United States Neapolitan Mastiff Club

Newfoundlands
INTRODUCING TAYLOR VINGE, 2020–
2021 AKC VETERINARY SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDEE PART ONE

My mom and I welcomed our first 
Newfoundland puppy, Darcy, into our 

family when I was 12 years old. She came 
from Gerri Willis, owner of Rockbottom 
Newfoundlands. Darcy had an endless 
amount of love and patience, which proved 
perfect for first-time Newfie owners like us. 
Gerri became family and a mentor. I soaked 
up all her knowledge and advice like a sponge. 

Gerri was passionate about draft work, 
a competition that showcases the breed’s 
instinctive drive to pull loaded carts through 
complicated courses while listening to the 
guidance of their handlers. So, naturally, 
draft is what I wanted to do as well. My mom 
earned Darcy’s first draft title, but at age 15 I 
delved into the sport and gleefully earned two 
draft requalifications with her. While the feel-
ing of passing was amazing, I became more 

hooked on the emotions from sharing a bond 
with Darcy that arose over months of training 
and learning about one another. To say I was 
hooked on the “working dog world” after that 
test weekend is an understatement.

As the years passed, we welcomed two more 
Newfies into our family (Willow and Rosie), 
both also from Gerri. To my utter devastation, 
Gerri developed colon cancer prior to Rosie’s 
litter being born. She passed away not long 
before the puppies turned 12 weeks and were 

given to their forever homes. Although we 
hadn’t planned on keeping a puppy, my mom 
and I ended up with Rosie, since she was our 
last connection to a woman we had grown 
to love as family. While Rosie was by far our 
most challenging puppy, she had the attitude 
and the makings of an amazing working dog. 
I made it my goal, in memory of Gerri, to 
compete with my Newfies in various activities 
that she had enjoyed during her life. While 
those activities included rally, obedience, trick 

dog testing, and trying out some water rescue 
work, my main passion continued to be draft. 

When the NCA established a new level of 
draft work known as Draft Dog Excellent 
(DDX), I dove into the challenge headfirst as 
Gerri would have. This level requires a lot of 
training to be able to maneuver through very 
tight turns and challenging obstacles, includ-
ing a driven figure 8, where the handler must 
direct their dog(s) from behind the cart. In 
2015, after months of training with trial and 
error, Willow and I became the third team in 
the U.S. to earn the DDX title. In 2016, Rosie 
and I attempted the DDX level as well and 
passed the first day, then re-qualified the next, 
which allowed me to become the first handler 

Vet student Taylor Vinge 
was inspired by her 
dogs’ late breeder to 
pursue carting with her 
Newfoundlands.
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achieve both USAR/FEMA certifications 
(Type II and Type I ) in 2001. To date I think 
I’m the only PWD handler who is a canine 
search specialist with FEMA, so only my five 
PWDs have been FEMA certified: Dutch, 
Spider, Rock, Ninja, and Westfield.

M: Connie and Dutch are legendary and 
have been great ambassadors for the breed! 
Others include K-9 ALLI, with Maine SAR, 
and K-9 CORZO with a Rhode Island team. 
I believe there was also a SAR dog in the 
Midwest, and one in Pennsylvania, but I don’t 
have their information.

What type of cases do you deploy for?
C: MOTF1 is a FEMA Task Force. There are 

28 task forces in the U.S. We participate in disas-
ters (federal and state), and we also get called 
out for the odd missing person search for a live 
victim. More often the local state calls are for 
missing/presumed HRD and come from police 
departments.

M: My team responds to agency requests, 
and we deploy our dogs to find lost and missing 
people. Sometimes that is for “at risk adults,” 
children, lost hikers, and so on. Sometimes the 
request is for human-remains detection dogs to 
help law enforcement locate “cold case” victims. 

How many dogs go out on a search at one time?
C: It depends on the type of search and who 

is available—that is, single missing person vs. 
disaster. If it’s a Federal disaster deployment, 
there will be four live find K-9 teams and four 
HRD dog teams deployed with the rest of the 
70-member task force.

M: As Connie mentioned, it truly does 
depend on the type of search, the search 
urgency, and the size of the area. For an 
Alzheimer subject who has been missing for 
hours in the woods, we would probably deploy 
a trailing dog to determine the direction of 
travel, and simultaneously deploy our seven 
air-scent dogs in the high probability areas, 
each searching a separate wooded area. 

Do you do a grid pattern search?
C: Yes and no. If we are searching for 

potential buried deceased victim, a tight grid 
search is appropriate. We also work a still 
water search on a tight grid pattern. On a fed-
eral disaster search we are definitely held to a 
GPS address-driven grid pattern. One dog will 
do a hasty search, followed later by second 
and third dogs to run each collapsed structure. 
Redundant coverage in a disaster setting is 
necessary anywhere there is a high probability 
of victims, as victims are buried deep as well 
as wide. When we perform wilderness wide-
area searches, our dogs are set loose and we 
more or less split up and each work a segment 
of terrain. 

M: Air-scent woodland search areas are usu-
ally divided up into 40-acre sectors, with a dog 
and handler assigned to each area. In decid-
ing on the best approach for how to search 
their sector, the handler must consider many 
factors such as wind/weather, time of day, ter-
rain, and lost person behavior (child vs. adult, 
dementia, autism, and age) and then use the 
best search strategy for those conditions. 

Thank you once again, Marian and Connie!
To be continued in the April 2021 column.
—Carole Prangley-McIvor, 
mcivor_carole@yahoo.com
Portuguese Water Dog Club of America 

Samoyeds

Our guest columnist for this issue is Lisa 
Hubenig. Lisa has been showing dogs 

for over 45 years and has been involved with 
Samoyeds for over 30 years, currently enjoy-
ing breeding, showing, and working with her 
dogs under the Sershan Samoyeds prefix. 
Aside from the shows, she enjoys volunteering 
with four generations of Sershan Samoyeds 
with the local child-reading therapy program, 
and has two obedience titles, three rally titles, 
three Herding Instinct Certificates, and partic-
ipated in weight pull and two official sled dog 
races. She even tried her Sams at one of the 

first Chase Ability tests in Canada.

WINNING AND LOSING  PART ONE

I started this three months ago—the week 
after my new puppy arrived from afar, and a 
month after one of my older boys was found 
to have an inoperable stomach tumor (we 
agreed to take him home and love him as long 
as we could). 

At that time, I was having a week of extreme 
joy, and extreme heartache, and as I watched 
all my dogs together and thought about how 
my life had changed so much in the preceding 
four weeks, these thoughts kept coming into 
my head. So I am now writing these meander-
ings down, before I forget them. (I am getting 
old …) 

I am a purebred dog breeder, with regis-
tered, pedigreed dogs whom I show, work 
with, and enjoy in my home as everyday 
companions and part of our family. These are 
some of the lessons I have learned over the last 
30 years “in dogs,” and I call it “Winning and 
Losing.” 

Winning is having that first “good” dog 
whom you train and work with, and then 
attending your first show and having that 
dog work so well for you—some mistakes, 
some misbehavior, but overall a ‘win’ in per-
formance. Bonus winning is actually winning a 
ribbon! 

mailto:mcivor_carole%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.PWDCA.org
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can help humans adjust to inconvenient and 
uncomfortable situations.

My Siberians range in age from 2 years to 
just shy of 15, and I assumed I pretty much 
knew every aspect of each individual dog’s 
personality. After only a few days of the state’s 
stay-at-home quarantine, I began to see traits 
I never noticed or suspected. The dogs imme-
diately sensed life had suddenly changed and 
the standard daily routines were no longer 
the norm. Gone were the shows, play ses-
sions, training classes, and rides in the Jeep. 
Strangest of all, they had human company 
day and night, every day. Life had changed 
almost immediately, and it was the dogs that 
proved to be the biggest influence in helping 
my husband and I survive the weeks of quar-
antine, social distancing, and cancellation of 
just about all activities and events.

I’m not sure who most enjoyed the addi-
tional time spent together—the humans or the 
dogs. The weeks of constant companionship 
provided a deeper and often surprising insight 
into the Siberians’ daily lives and interaction 
with their kennelmates. Almost immediately, 
the dogs sensed that life and the daily rou-
tines had changed. Most surprising, all 10 of 
them seemed to know their cooperation was 
essential in every way possible. They seemed 
to put aside their differences and co-existed in 
relative peace. A single growl or snap quickly 

settled any disagreements, even among those 
who were not generally best of friends. A large 
exercise yard, increased one-on-one attention, 
and extra treats went a long way in keeping 
the peace. 

The Siberians also taught me an unexpected 
lesson about life: Some things just aren’t as 

important to happiness and well being as I’d 
thought. Sitting back and surveying the big 
picture can be a very life-changing exercise 
and cause one to re-evaluate many “necessi-
ties.” I discovered my dogs were much more 
vital to my happiness than I had realized. 
They also were the one constant.

Many people will not fondly remember 
2020, and “Auld Lang Syne” signaled the 
year’s end with heartfelt feelings. I’m sure 
most dog people agree the love of and for 
their dogs played a vital part in helping them 
through the troubling times of 2020. It wasn’t 
a surprise to learn that animal adoptions 
soared during the Covid-19 pandemic. Dogs 
provide the unconditional love everyone needs 
at times like these.

This is also a time when dog owners can 
come to the aid of those who have been less 
fortunate. With illness, reduction in income, 
and job loss caused by the pandemic, many 
find it difficult to care to for their family and 
pets. Offering a bag of food or helping with 
the costs of necessary veterinary care can be 
an act very much appreciated.

At the beginning of each new year, I am 
reminded of a quote I read years ago on the 
door of a church on Cape Cod. I’ve never 
learned the source, but year after year, it 
comes to mind: 

“Believe in the new year which is given you—new 
and full of hope and things which never have been.” 

Those are encouraging words for 2021.
May 2021 be a kinder and gentler year. Best 

wishes to all.
—Jane Steffen, Brownfield, Maine, 
klonaquay@gmail.com
Siberian Husky Club of America

Siberian Husky

mailto:klonaquay%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.shca.org
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grade: paw-licking dogs shouldn’t get sick. It 
also protects your SS’s ears, elbows, noses, and 
any other irritated spots. 

Jan Reisen provides a winter dog care cheat 
sheet:

• Protect your SS’s paws from outdoor sur-
faces; wipe them off, even between toes, upon 
returning inside.

• Consider whether your SS may need a 
sweater or jacket.

• Brush your SS’s coat frequently to get rid 
of dead skin; condition as necessary.

• Use Musher’s Secret or Vaseline on your 
SS’s dry, chapped nose.

• Provide mental and physical stimulation 
and play while indoors.

• Make sure your SS has a warm place to 
sleep indoors, especially if you keep your 
house cool. More tips: https://www.hardypet.
com/Winter-Dog-Care-Gear-Tips-and-Tricks_b_31.
html

Your SS will also appreciate a non-electric 
self-warming crate pad (one example: https://
khpet.com/products/self-warming-crate-pad.) (Not 
recommended for outdoor use.). Features 
include:

• self-warming material returns body heat to 
your SS;

• slit corners allow a custom fit for any crate;
• soft micro-fleece surface provides comfort; 
• bottom made of non-slip material; 

• machine washable so care is simple.
Don’t leave your SS in a parked car for 

more than five minutes during cold winter 
months. A vehicle without the heater run-
ning is equivalent to a rolling refrigerator, 
says Jean Bauhaus, leading to hypothermia 
(when core body temperature drops below 
99 degrees F, possibly leading to death) and 
frostbite (when freezing temperatures cause 
tissue death). Never leave SS outside at 
night in temperatures under 50 degrees F, 
even with a doghouse. (See more informa-
tion here: https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/
health/leaving-a-dog-in-the-car-in-winter/.) For a 
better understanding of symptoms and treat-
ment of hypothermia and frostbite, please 
see http://www.usarveterinarygroup.org/docs/
HypothermiaAndFrostbiteInTheCanine.pdf.

Automotive antifreeze is thick, sweet, irre-
sistible to some dogs, and a lethal poison 
requiring immediate veterinary treatment 
if ingested. Be sure to thoroughly clean up 
spills from your vehicle, and avoid using 
products containing ethylene glycol. One of 
our Sherwood Forest litter youngsters died in 
agony in my arms because her owner left her 
during his workday in the garage, where she 
licked up antifreeze. Hours later he brought 
her to me instead of to an emergency veteri-
narian. It was not a peaceful death.

Poinsettia’s colorful leaves contain sap that 

irritates skin and mouth; the plant is poison-
ous in large quantities. Holly and mistletoe 
plants, along with their berries, also are toxic 
to dogs. Symptoms of illness from ingesting 
these include intestinal upset, such as vomiting 
and diarrhea, excessive drooling, and abdom-
inal pain. Keep these plants out of your dog’s 
reach. 

Keep your Standard Schnauzers and your-
self safe and healthy. Have a happy (and more 
“normal”) New Year!

Additional resources:
https://www.greatplainsspca.org/top-10-winter-

weather-tips-pets/ 
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/

cold-weather-safety-tips
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-own-

ers/petcare/cold-weather-animal-safety 
https://pets.webmd.com/features/pet-winter-safety-

prepping-your-pet-for-winter-weather 
https://www.pethealthnetwork.com/dog-health/

dog-checkups-preventive-care/cold-weather-tips-dogs 
https://www.vets-now.com/2017/02/six-dan-

gers-dog-need-aware-winter/
https://chimneyandwildlife.com/blog/cold-dog-left-

outside/ 
https://www.gopetplan.com/blog/posts/cold-

weather-and-dogs 
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=uK27edLsZow&feature=youtu.be (In this 

video, veterinarian Dr. Ernie Ward sets out to 
spend an 11-degree night in an uninsulated, 
igloo-style doghouse to demonstrate what a 
dog would suffer.)

https://www.intermountainpet.com/blog/when-is-
it-too-cold-for-your-dog-to-be-outside 

—Suzanne T. Smith, Standard Schnauzers 
since 1967 (185 Laguna, Los Alamos, New 
Mexico 87544), 

WustefuchsSS@aol.com
Standard Schnauzer Club of America  

Tibetan Mastiffs 
GROOMING AND DESHEDDING A 
TIBETAN MASTIFF

One of the greatest allures of the Tibetan 
Mastiff (TM) is the breed’s magnificent 

coat. In their native land, their coat is essen-
tial for survival, but many people are initially 
drawn to the breed for the aesthetics of the 
coat. Often they quickly realize, however, that 
they have taken on more dog, and more coat, 
than they know how to handle. For the better 
part of the year, the TM coat requires very 
little maintenance, but when spring comes and 
they start to lose their undercoat, a process 
referred to as “blowing coat,” it’s a whole new 
ballgame. Fortunately proper grooming, with 
the right set of tools, can both decrease your 
workload and lessen the stress for your TM. 

https://www.hardypet.com/Winter-Dog-Care-Gear-Tips-and-Tricks_b_31.html
https://www.hardypet.com/Winter-Dog-Care-Gear-Tips-and-Tricks_b_31.html
https://www.hardypet.com/Winter-Dog-Care-Gear-Tips-and-Tricks_b_31.html
https://khpet.com/products/self-warming-crate-pad
https://khpet.com/products/self-warming-crate-pad
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/leaving-a-dog-in-the-car-in-winter/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/leaving-a-dog-in-the-car-in-winter/
http://www.usarveterinarygroup.org/docs/HypothermiaAndFrostbiteInTheCanine.pdf
http://www.usarveterinarygroup.org/docs/HypothermiaAndFrostbiteInTheCanine.pdf
https://www.greatplainsspca.org/top-10-winter-weather-tips-pets/
https://www.greatplainsspca.org/top-10-winter-weather-tips-pets/
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/cold-weather-safety-tips
https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/general-pet-care/cold-weather-safety-tips
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/petcare/cold-weather-animal-safety
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/pet-owners/petcare/cold-weather-animal-safety
https://pets.webmd.com/features/pet-winter-safety-prepping-your-pet-for-winter-weather 
https://pets.webmd.com/features/pet-winter-safety-prepping-your-pet-for-winter-weather 
https://www.pethealthnetwork.com/dog-health/dog-checkups-preventive-care/cold-weather-tips-dogs
https://www.pethealthnetwork.com/dog-health/dog-checkups-preventive-care/cold-weather-tips-dogs
https://www.vets-now.com/2017/02/six-dangers-dog-need-aware-winter/
https://www.vets-now.com/2017/02/six-dangers-dog-need-aware-winter/
https://chimneyandwildlife.com/blog/cold-dog-left-outside/ 
https://chimneyandwildlife.com/blog/cold-dog-left-outside/ 
https://www.gopetplan.com/blog/posts/cold-weather-and-dogs
https://www.gopetplan.com/blog/posts/cold-weather-and-dogs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uK27edLsZow&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uK27edLsZow&feature=youtu.be
https://www.intermountainpet.com/blog/when-is-it-too-cold-for-your-dog-to-be-outside
https://www.intermountainpet.com/blog/when-is-it-too-cold-for-your-dog-to-be-outside
mailto:WustefuchsSS%40aol.com?subject=
http://www.StandardSchnauzer.org
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      ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETING
The next meeting of the Delegates will

be held via video Zoom Webinar on Tues-
day, March 9, 2021 beginning at 12:00
p.m. Eastern Time. There will not be a
Delegates Forum. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Carroll Kennel Club
Morris Hills Dog Training Club

DELEGATES CREDENTIALS 
Mayno Blanding, Ridgefield, WA, Bichon

Frise Club of America 
Brian Brubaker, Carlisle, PA, Puli Club of

America 
Rebecca (Becky) Campbell, Dublin, OH,

Central Ohio Kennel Club
Kathi Elliot, Scottsdale, AZ, Lewiston-

Auburn Kennel Club
Thea F. Lahti, New London, NH, Irish Ter-

rier Club of America
Anita O’Berg, Goleta, CA, Channel City

Kennel Club 
Leslie Puppo Rogers, Salisbury, NC, Salis-

bury North Carolina Kennel Club
Bruce Schwartz, Los Angeles, CA, Welsh

Terrier Club of America 
Timothy Ufkes, Seattle, WA, Olympic Ken-

nel Club 

NOTICE
Pursuant to Article VIII of the Charter

and Bylaws of The American Kennel Club,
the following Delegates have either been
nominated by the Nominating Committee
appointed by the Board of Directors on
July 14, 2020, or have been endorsed in
writing by the required number of Dele-
gates as additional candidates for such va-
cancies on the Board of Directors as are to
be filled at the next annual meeting of the
Club on March 9, 2021.

Class of 2025:
Rita J. Biddle, Esq., 

Ingham County Kennel Club
Dominic Palleschi Carota,

Pharaoh Hound Club of America
Patricia M. Cruz, 

Heart of the Plains Kennel Club
Dr. Thomas M. Davies, 

Springfield Kennel Club
Dr. Gregory J. Paveza, 

Elm City Kennel Club
Thomas Powers, 

Kennel Club of Beverly Hills

NOTICE
As a result of an Event Committee deter-

mination the following individual stands
suspended of AKC privileges. It should be
noted that this determination may still be
appealed and may be reversed. Upon expi-

ration of the appeal process, an appropri-
ate notice describing the status of the indi-
vidual’s suspension, if any, will appear in
this column:
Mr. Eddie Macaya (Palm Bay, FL)

NOTICE 
Ms. Marcia Catlett (Eagle, ID) Action was

taken by the Coeur d’Alene Dog Fanciers
for conduct at its November 1, 2020 event.
Ms. Catlett was charged with failure to
properly control a dog at an event. The
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event
Committee’s report and set the penalty at a
reprimand and a $200 fine. (Great Danes)

NOTICE
Ms. Beverly Conroy (Newtown, PA) Ac-

tion was taken by the Bald Eagle Kennel
Club for conduct at its July 26, 2020 event.
Ms. Conroy was charged with improper
treatment in connection with an event and
violation of AKC rules/regulations or club
regulations. The Staff Event Committee re-
viewed the Event Committee’s report and
set the combined penalty as a reprimand
and $100 fine. (Berger Picards)

NOTICE 
Ms. Deana Lemire (New Hudson, MI)

Action was taken by the Lima Kennel Club
for conduct at its November 14, 2020
event. Ms. Lemire was charged with inap-
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propriate, abusive, or foul language and
physical contact of an insulting or provok-
ing nature. The Staff Event Committee re-
viewed the Event Committee’s report and
set the combined penalty at a three-month
event suspension and a $500 fine. (Alaskan
Malamutes)

NOTICE 
Ms. Kimberly Lourier (Aurora, CO) Ac-

tion was taken by the Scottsdale Dog
Fanciers Association for conduct at its No-
vember 20 & 21, 2020 events. Ms. Lourier
was charged with impairing a club’s ability
to retain site. The Staff Event Committee
reviewed the Event Committee’s report and
set the penalty at a three-month event sus-
pension and a $100 fine. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE 
Mr. Jay Lucas (Melfa, VA) Action was taken

by the Women’s Field Trial Club for conduct
at its October 24, 2020 event. Mr. Lucas was
charged with inappropriate, abusive, or foul
language. The Staff Event Committee re-
viewed the Event Committee’s report and set
the penalty at a reprimand and a $100 fine.
(Labrador Retrievers)
NOTICE 
Ms. Kimberly Stefanik (Milford, MI) Ac-

tion was taken by the Lima Kennel Club
for conduct at its November 14, 2020
event. Ms. Stefanik was charged with inap-

propriate, abusive, or foul language and
physical contact of an insulting or provok-
ing nature. The Staff Event Committee re-
viewed the Event Committee’s report and
set the combined penalty at a three-month
event suspension and a $500 fine. (Multi-
ple Breeds)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended Mr. Hertly An-
drus (Palmetto, LA) from event privileges
for five years and imposed a $5,000 fine,
effective December 22, 2020, for physical
contact of an insulting or provoking na-
ture and inappropriate, abusive, or foul
language. (Beagles) 

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended Ms. Chris Bova
(Paris, KY) from all AKC privileges for
three months and imposed a $100 fine, ef-
fective December 22, 2020, for harass-
ment, written. (Beagles, Rottweilers) 

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended Mr. Chad
Breaud (Livingston, LA & Gramercy, LA)
from event privileges for five years and im-
posed a $1,000 fine, effective December
22, 2020, for physical contact of an insult-

ing or provoking nature and inappropri-
ate, abusive, or foul language. (Beagles) 
NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended Ms. Martha Gui-
mond (Green Lane, PA) from all AKC priv-
ileges for five years and imposed a $1,000
fine, for conduct prejudicial to purebred
dogs, purebred dog events, or the best in-
terests of the American Kennel Club based
on her violation of the AKC’s Judicial or
Administrative Determination of Inappro-
priate Treatment Policy. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended the following
individuals from all AKC privileges for five
years and imposed a $1,000 fine, for re-
fusal to make their dogs and records avail-
able for inspection when requested:

Effective December 22, 2020:
Ms. Kristin Claborn-Melton (Lawton, OK

& Elgin, OK) Australian Shepherds, Minia-
ture American Shepherds
Ms. Kelly McClintock (Muskogee, OK)

Dachshunds
Ms. Helen Jane Powell (Cleveland, TN &

Chattanooga, TN) Shih Tzus
Ms. Lissa Teague (Anderson, MO) Multi-

ple Breeds

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary

Committee has suspended the following
individuals from all AKC privileges for life
and imposed a $10,000 fine, for conduct
prejudicial to purebred dogs, purebred
dog events, or the best interests of the
American Kennel Club based on their vio-
lation of the AKC’s Judicial or Administra-
tive Determination of Inappropriate
Treatment Policy:

Effective December 22, 2020:
Ms. Linda Brown (Pocomoke City, MD)

German Shepherd Dogs
Ms. Deborah Schultz (Mancelona, MI)

German Shepherd Dogs
Ms. Larisa Solomon (Troy, OH) Poodles,

Shih Tzus

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES AP-
PLYING TO DOG SHOWS CHAPTER 6, SECTION
2 – Premium Lists and Closing of Entries 
The AKC Board has endorsed the follow-

ing amendment to CHAPTER 6, Section
2, of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, pro-
posed by the Delegate Dog Show Rules
Committee. This will be voted on at the
March 9, 2021 Delegates Meeting.
CHAPTER 6
SECTION 2. The premium list shall con-

tain the following:
• a list of the officers of the show-giv-
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Mrs. Kathleen V. Carter (6164) CO
(303) 425-6756
dancehalldolly@live.com
Anatolian Shepherds, American Eskimo
Dogs, Chow Chows, Lhasa Apsos, Low-
chen, Norwegian Lundehunds, Belgian
Laekenois, Swedish Vallhunds 

Mrs. Marissa L. Clark (26653) WA
(253) 358-3385
marissaecs@aol.com
Balance of Toy Group (Affenpinschers,
Brussels Griffons, Maltese, Manchester
Terriers, Miniature Pinschers, Papillons,
Poodles, Silky Terriers, Toy Fox Terriers,
Yorkshire Terriers)

Ms. Marie Ann Falconer (51642) TN
(413) 433-6474
mylaone10@aol.com
American Staffordshire Terriers, Border Ter-
riers, Scottish Terriers, Cavalier King
Charles Spaniels, Maltese, Manchester Terri-
ers, Miniature Pinschers, Silky Terriers 

Ms. Grace Fritz (21887) KS
(913) 706-5365
fritzgm77@gmail.com
Brittanys, German Shorthaired Pointers,
German Wirehaired Pointers, Chesa-
peake Bay Retrievers, Curly-Coated Re-
trievers, Flat-Coated Retrievers, Irish Red
and White Setters, Azawakhs, Black and
Tan Coonhounds, Greyhounds, Rhode-
sian Ridgebacks, Sloughis 

Mr. Jason Hoke (92952) WI
(646) 241-5800
jasonhoke@aol.com
Grand Basset Griffon Vendeens, Bull
Terriers, Bichon Frises, Bulldogs, Chi-
nese Shar-Pei, Chow Chows, Coton de
Tulear, Dalmatians, Finnish Spitz, Shiba
Inu, Tibetan Spaniels, Tibetan Terriers 

Mr. Glen Lajeski (75929) CA
(707) 318-1038
glen@srsranch.com
Balance of Toy Group (Brussels Griffons,
Chinese Cresteds, Japanese Chins, Mal-
tese, Manchester Terriers, Toy Fox Terri-
ers) 

Mrs. Pamela S. Lambie (96227) AZ
(760) 272-0625
pam@pamlambie.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Wirehaired
Vizslas), Boxers, Dogues de Bordeaux,
Samoyeds 

Mr. Dale Meyer (6655) WI
(715) 654-5330
meyerd@tds.net
Balance Working Group ( Akitas, Bull-
mastiffs, Dogo Argentinos, Greater Swiss
Mountain Dogs, Komondorok, Mastiffs,
Rottweilers, Saint Bernards) 

Mr. Malcolm E. Moore (23275) AL
(334) 312-3900
arpsnit1@gmail.com
Beagles, Dachshunds, Whippets 

Ms. Madeline Patterson (16760) CA
(805) 529-7405
bradandmad@aol.com
Balance of Toy  Group (Japanese Chins,
Manchester Terriers, Pekingese) 

Mrs. Carlin Rasmussen-Johnson (103975)
WI
(715) 424-5561
carlinrasmussen@yahoo.com
Norwegian Elkhounds, Portuguese
Water Dogs, Cavalier King Charles
Spaniels, Chinese Cresteds, Pugs, Bel-
gian Malinois 

Mr. Jay Roden (104891) OH
(513) 918-5832
jyroden@yahoo.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Doberman Pin-
schers, Dogo Argentinos, Dogues de Bor-
deaux, German Pinschers, Giant
Schnauzers, Great Pyrenees 

Mrs. Elizabeth Rosbach (99743) WA
(206) 316-0276
liz.rosbach@gmail.com
Dachshunds, Ibizan Hounds, Norwegian
Elkhounds, Petits Bassets Griffons
Vendeens, Whippets 

Ms. Sheree Sanchez (97389) CO
719-313-1755
outlawaussies@hotmail.com
Harriers, Petits Bassets Griffons
Vendeens, Samoyeds, American Hairless
Terriers, Cairn Terriers, Scottish Terri-
ers, Belgian Tervuren, Bouviers des Flan-

dres, Canaan Dogs, German Shepard
Dogs, Old English Sheepdogs, Pem-
broke Welsh Corgis

Mrs. Jean Shepherd (95654) MN
(507) 482-6611
jfshephe213@gmail.com
Barbets, Nederlandse Kooikerhondjes,
Gordon Setters 

Mr. Jon Titus Steele (55162) MI
(989) 860-9677
jonauroral@gmail.com
Balance of Toy Group (Affenpinschers,
Brussels Griffons, English Toy Spaniels,
Japanese Chins, Miniature Pinschers,
Pekingese, Pomeranians, Silky Terriers,
Toy Fox Terriers, Yorkshire Terriers),
Bull Terriers 

Ms. Frances C. Stephens (15410) WA
(253)267-1919
mistihil@comcast.net
Belgian Sheepdogs

Mr. Ken Tippie (5329) CA
(415) 699-5109
kentippie@hotmail.com
American Foxhounds, Beagles, Blood-
hounds, English Foxhounds, Airedale
Terriers, American Hairless Terriers,
Bull Terriers, Dandie Dinmont Terriers,
Wire Fox Terriers, Glen of Imaal Terri-
ers, Lakeland Terriers, Miniature Bull
Terriers 
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Mrs. Joyce Van Kirk (29966) AZ
(623) 937-0577
mijoy65@cox.net
Cardigan Welsh Corgis

Mr. Adrian Woodfork (6877) CA
(916) 716-2369
addoxdobes@sbcglobal.net
German Shorthaired Pointers, Labrador
Retrievers, Vizslas, Norwegian
Elkhounds 

Ms. Linda C. Wozniak (101087) NC
(919) 942-5818
oswicks@att.net
Barbets, German Wirehaired Pointers,
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, Curly-Coated
Retrievers, Gordon Setters, Irish Setters,
Vizslas, Wirehaired Vizslas, Ibizan
Hounds 

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING APPLICANTS
Mr. Diego Garcia (108799) NC
(215) 499-5215
diegoevegarcia@gmail.com

Ms. Jamie Iffland (108819) SC
jamieiff110@gmail.com

Dr. Tracy Powell (101481) CT
(203) 631-7110
dulcedanes@yahoo.com

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been ap-

proved on a Permit basis for the desig-
nated breeds in accordance with the

current judging approval process. They
may now accept assignments and the fancy
may still offer comments to Judging Oper-
ations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES
Ms. Sandra Moore (40375) TN
(931) 657-8102
avalonborzoi@blomand.net
Borzois

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 
Mr. Gary L. Andersen (6176) AZ
(480) 991-7485
glandersen@cox.net
American Hairless Terriers, Bedlington
Terriers, Glen of Imaal Terriers, Rat Ter-
riers, Sealyham Terriers 

Mrs. Sandra S. Coffman (96285) KS
(785) 582-5186
coffmantribe@gmail.com
Cesky Terriers, Silky Terriers, Finnish
Spitz, Tibetan Terriers,  Belgian Malinois 

Mrs. Janet Cohen (90134) NJ
(516) 459-0211
newfie219@aol.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group (Chow
Chows, Finnish Spitz, Keeshonden, Poo-
dles, Tibetan Spaniels) 

Ms. Kathryn Cowsert (17121) CA
(925) 202-9000
kcowsert@hotmail.com
Australian Cattle Dogs, Belgian

Laekenois, Belgian Malinois, Belgian
Sheepdogs, Belgian Tervuren, Bergam-
sco Sheepdogs, Canaan Dogs, Collies,
Pulik, Pumik 

Mrs. Lisa Dube Forman (63962) NY
(518) 523-0031
lisa@lisadubeforman.com
Basset Hounds, Beagles, Black and Tan
Coonhounds, Bloodhounds, English
Foxhounds, Otterhounds 

Mr. Edmund Dziuk (26469) MO
(573) 424-2809
eddiedziuk@aol.com
Brittanys, German Shorthaired Pointers,
Golden Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers,
English Setters, Irish Setters 

Mrs. Donna Ernst (91808) TN
(423) 884-2404
anthemkennel@msn.com
American Hairless Terriers, American
Staffordshire Terriers, Bedlington Terri-
ers, Dandie Dinmont Terriers, Glen of
Imaal Terriers, Irish Terriers, Miniature
Bull Terriers, Miniature Schnauzers,
Norwich Terriers, Parson Russell Terri-
ers, Russell Terriers, Staffordshire Bull
Terriers 

Dr. Cynthia Hutt (95461) CO
(720) 933-8328
lapicfern@gmail.com
Giant Schnauzers, Berger Picards, Nor-
wegian Buhunds, Pumik, Pyrenean Shep-
herds, Spanish Water Dogs 

Ms. Jennie Hynes (105029) CT
(203) 858-3394
jhynes@dbasis.com
Beagles

Mr. Dean A. Laney (98653) ID
(208) 369-6923
nalaney@q.com
Afghan Hounds, Bloodhounds, Pharaoh
Hounds 

Dr. Camille McArdle (66682) MN
(612) 743-7329
camillemca@gmail.com
Barbets, German Shorthaired Pointers,
English Setters, Clumber Spaniels, Field
Spaniels, Doberman Pinschers, Kuvas-
zok, JS-Limited

Ms. Lew Olson (24173) AR
(713) 303-5639
lewolson@earthlink.net
American English Coonhounds, Ibizan
Hounds, Plott Hounds, Treeing Walker
Coonhounds, Glen of Imaal Terriers,
Norfolk Terriers, Staffordshire Bull Ter-
riers 

Mrs. Angela Pickett (100269) FL
(407) 252-3111
pickettpap@aol.com
Azawakhs, Basenjis, Basset Hounds,
Bloodhounds, Bluetick Coonhounds,
Cirneco dell’Etna, Dachshunds, Treeing
Walker Coonhounds, Whippets

Mrs. Knowlton A. Reynders (15203) NH
(603) 938-5885
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norwiches@aol.com
Grand Bassets Griffons Vendeens, Ibizan
Hounds, Otterhounds, Pharaoh
Hounds, Plott Hounds, Portuguese Po-
dengo Pequenos,  Dogues de Bordeaux,
Silky Terriers
*Permit status approval for Dachshunds
pending satisfactory completion of required
measurement and/or weighing test.

Mrs. Vicki Seiler-Cushman (100265) OH
(513) 638-1585
seilerva@yahoo.com
Labrador Retrievers, Chihuahuas,
Pekingese, Pomeranians, Lowchen, Ti-
betan Spaniels, Tibetan Terriers,
Xoloitzcuintli 

Ms. Jan C. Sigler (7526) KS
(913) 649-5282
kaleasibes@mac.com
American Foxhounds, Black and Tan
Coonhounds, Bloodhounds, Grey-
hounds, Petits Bassets Griffons
Vendeens, Pharaoh Hounds, Treeing
Walker Coonhounds 

BEST IN SHOW
The following person, having successfully

completed the required Group Assign-
ments in the first Variety Group for which
they were approved, have been added to
the list of  judges eligible for approval to
judge Best In Show.

Mr. Neil T McDevitt (91600) OH
(937) 371-8249
nmcdevitt1@woh.rr.com

RESIGNED CONFORMATION JUDGE
Col. Harold R. Brizee
Mrs. Janet Narushka

DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mr. Alberto Berrios
Mrs. Susan Griffiths
Ms. Sandra E. King
Mr. Henry N. Nave
Mr. John R. Wood

PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING
JUDGES COMPLETED
The following persons have completed
their Provisional Judging assignments and
their names have been added to the list of
regular approved judges.
Ms. Cheryl Tisdale (94543) TN
(615) 653-5523
eqwynd@peoplepc.com
Obedience – Novice

PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING
JUDGES
The following persons have been ap-
proved as a judge on a Provisional basis for
the class/test indicated in accordance with
the Provisional judging system. They may
now accept assignments.

Ms. Linda F Morris (101667) MD
(410) 430-7275
Lmorris25@comcast.net
Obedience – Utility

DECEASED RALLY JUDGES
Charles P MacMillan    

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX
The following applications for a breed-
specific Registered Name Prefix have been
submitted to The American Kennel Club.
Letters in regard to these applications
should be addressed to Gina DiNardo,
Executive Secretary:
ALIBI-Sealyham Terriers- Kate M. Flack
ALPENHEART- Bernese Mountain Dogs-
Noreen Galaba 
AMICA- Golden Retrievers- Mia T. Nieman
and Lindsay T. Nieman
DASHA- Chinese Cresteds-Brandi N.
Ritchie 
EDGEND-Alaskan Malamutes-JoAnn Evans
FAIRHAVEN-Cavalier King Charles
Spaniels-Angela M. Schuller
FULL TILT-Borzoi-Ashley N. Sydow and
Sherri A. Nichols
GABILAN HILLS-Labrador Retrievers-
Yolanda Busby
GEAUX DOG- Golden Retrievers-Jessica E.
Hagstette

JNJ- Bulldogs- Jim F. Privitor and John M.
Kolloran
MPOSSIBLE-Australian Shepherds-Mary
Ann Magness
NORDIC SKY-Standard Schnauzers-Darla
J. Larson-Spurgeon
RISINGSTAR-Miniature Pinschers-Carol D. Dry
RUA RI-Dogue de Bourdeaux- Colleen M.
Ewald
SEVEN LAKES-Rhodesian Ridgebacks-Ian
D. Commissiong
TEULU’S- Great Danes- Tom Lewellan
and Jessica Lewellen
TROUVAILLE-Australian Shepherds-
Monica A. Lenners and Mikayla J. Lenners
VESPER-Australian Shepherds- Jennifer G.
Williams

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED
The following applications for a breed-specific
Registered Name Prefix have been granted:
ALCHEMY- Doberman Pinschers- Leah A.
Ramsey
ARKADA SIIRENE-Bedlington Terriers-Irina
S. Getman
AVALON- Borzois- Sandra R. Moore
BONAYR- Collies- Mary T Jones and Courtney
Carrizalez
BRIGHTON- Vizslas- Katherine M. Bergoon
and Brent J. Bergoon
CAMARADA- Poodles- Brittany L. Valle
CANYON’S- Collies- Ed Degner and Shelly
Degner
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DRAGONWILLOW- Pekingese – Maria B
Medina
ESQUIRE’S- Golden Retrievers- Dana L. Dou-
glas and Theresa L. Douglas
FRENCH QUARTER- Boxers- Terry Tor-
tomasi and Mark Tortomasi 
GALAXY’S- Boston Terriers- Marti L. Johnson
and Megan L. Sanborn
GARJAN’S- Doberman Pinschers- Janet A.
Oppedal and Gary L. Oppedal
GENESIS- Brussels Griffons- Susan L. Yarnall
DVM and Rita D. Bywater
G-MAN’S-Rottweilers- Tina Walters and Paul
Walters
JESARAN- Doberman Pinschers – Kathy
Davieds DVM
MARVELMAS- Miniature American Shep-
herds-Georgette Kluiters
NORTHWEST- Lagotto Romangolo- Mark A.
Nelson
SOBREEZE-Bernese Mountain Dogs-Venus
M. Slater
ST. ROCK- English Cocker Spaniels-Sylvia M.
Knowlton and Mark A. Knowlton
VOM BLACKHAAGEN- Rottweilers- Roberto
Reyes Nunez
WUNDERLAND- Cocker Spaniels- Alice Get-
telfinger 
WYR EXQUISITE- Yorkshire Terriers- Corey
D. Tatom and Julie A. Tatom

   
QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE DELEGATES OF

THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB
ZOOM WEBINAR

DECEMBER 2, 2020

Dennis B. Sprung, President
PRESENT 376

Abilene Kennel Club—Melanie Steele
Afghan Hound Club of America, Inc.—Ms.
Constance Butherus
Airedale Terrier Club of America—Aletta
L. Moore
Akita Club of America—Steven Lisker
Alaskan Malamute Club of America, Inc.—
Patricia A. Peel
Albany Kennel Club, Inc.—KC Gottschalk
American Belgian Malinois Club—Carol J.
Shields
American Belgian Tervuren Club, Inc.—
Ms. Janina K. Laurin
American Bloodhound Club—Mary Lou
Olszewski
American Bouvier des Flandres Club,
Inc.—Patte Klecan
American Boxer Club, Inc.—Sharon Steckler
American Brussels Griffon Association—
Mr. Mark F. Jaeger

American Bullmastiff Association, Inc.—
Alan Kalter
American Cavalier King Charles Spaniel
Club, Inc.—Patricia Kanan
American Chesapeake Club—Heidi Hen-
ningson
American Fox Terrier Club—Connie Clark
American Lhasa Apso Club, Inc.—Don
Hanson
American Maltese Association, Inc.—Ms.
Sandra Bingham-Porter
American Manchester Terrier Club—
Roberta Berman
American Miniature Schnauzer Club,
Inc.—Barbara Donahue
American Pointer Club, Inc.—Mr. Danny
D. Seymour
American Rottweiler Club—Mr. Peter G.
Piusz
American Shetland Sheepdog Associa-
tion—Marjorie Tuff
American Sloughi Association—Erika N.
Wyatt
American Spaniel Club, Inc.—Bruce Van
Deman
American Tibetan Mastiff Association—
Martha Feltenstein
American Whippet Club, Inc.—Karen B.
Lee
American Wirehaired Pointing Griffon As-
sociation—Kate DeSanto
Anderson Obedience Training Club,
Inc.—Ms. Patricia A. Sample

Ann Arbor Kennel Club, Inc.—Anne R.
Palmer
Arkansas Kennel Club, Inc.—Pamela J. Ar-
wood
Atlanta Kennel Club, Inc.—Ann Wallin
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc.—Gail A.
LaBerge
Austin Kennel Club, Inc.—Bette D. Williams
Australian Cattle Dog Club of America—
Joyce Rowland
Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
William I. Christensen
Badger Kennel Club—Jennifer L. Amundsen
Baltimore County Kennel Club—Lucy C.
Campbell
Basenji Club of America, Inc.—Katie Camp-
bell
Basset Hound Club of America, Inc.—Dr.
Norine E. Noonan
Battle Creek Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. Kath-
leen Ronald
Bayou Kennel Club, Inc.—Linda C. Woz-
niak
Bayshore Companion Dog Club, Inc.—
Susan Soviero
Beaver County Kennel Club, Inc.—Phyllis
Belcastro
Bedlington Terrier Club of America —
Laurie Zembrzuski
Belgian Sheepdog Club of America, Inc.—
Mary G. Buckwalter
Belle-City Kennel Club, Inc.—Carole A. Wil-
son

http://www.akc.org
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Berger Picard Club of America—Jacqueline
Carswell
Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America,
Inc.—Sara Karl
Birmingham Kennel Club, Inc.—Martha
Griffin
Black Russian Terrier Club of America—
Susan Sholar
Blennerhassett Kennel Club, Inc.—John
McCullagh
Border Collie Society of America—Lisa M.
Pruka
Border Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Mrs. Ruth A. Naun
Borzoi Club of America, Inc.—Prudence G.
Hlatky
Boston Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Mrs. Kathleen M. Kelly
Briard Club of America, Inc.—Diane Reid
Bronx County Kennel Club—Alexa
Samarotto
Brookhaven Kennel Club, Inc.—Marie A.
Fiore
Bryn Mawr Kennel Club—Victoria Glickstein
Bucks County Kennel Club, Inc.—Priscilla
Gabosch
Bull Terrier Club of America—Ms. Jan
Dykema
Bulldog Club of America—Link Newcomb
Burlington County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr.
Daniel J. Smyth, Esq.
Butler County Kennel Club, Inc.—Barbara Ioia
Cairn Terrier Club of America—Pam Davis

California Airedale Terrier Club—Nancy
Bougher
California Collie Clan, Inc.—Mr. Roy E.
Degner
Cambridge Minnesota Kennel Club—Mr.
Wayne F. Harmon
Canaan Dog Club of America—Pamela S.
Rosman
Canada Del Oro Kennel Club—Dr. Sophia
Kaluzniacki
Cape Cod Kennel Club, Inc.—David
Harsch
Capital Dog Training Club of Washington,
D.C., Inc.—Dr. Joyce A. Dandridge
Cardigan Welsh Corgi Club of America,
Inc.—Jacque Glenn
Carolina Kennel Club, Inc.—Jaimie Ashby
Carolina Working Group Association—
Cathleen Rubens
Catoctin Kennel Club—Whitney Coombs
Catonsville Kennel Club—Beverly A. Drake
Cedar Rapids Kennel Association, Inc.—
Robert E. Tainsh, M.D.
Central Indiana Kennel Club, Inc.—Sally
Allen
Central Iowa Kennel Club, Inc.—Kristina
M. DeLisi
Central New York Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs.
Diane D. Almy
Champlain Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—John
E. Cornell
Chihuahua Club of America, Inc.—Mr.
Joao Machado

Chinese Shar-Pei Club of America, Inc.—
Marge B. Calltharp
Chow Chow Club, Inc.—Margaret DiCorleto
Clarksville Kennel Club—Robert A. Schroll
Classic Toy Dog Club of Western Massa-
chusetts—Dr. Stephen Lawrence
Clermont County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mar-
jorie Underwood
Cleveland All-Breed Training Club, Inc.—
Mrs. Maureen R. Setter
Clumber Spaniel Club of America, Inc.—
Dr. Bryant Freeman
Collie Club of America, Inc.—Mr. John G.
Buddie
Colorado Kennel Club—Mrs. Louise Leone
Colorado Springs Kennel Club—Douglas
Johnson
Columbia Terrier Association of Mary-
land—Leslie A. Jaseph
Companion Dog Training Club of Flint,
Inc.—Mrs. Anne M. Hier
Conroe Kennel Club—Jane Bates
Contra Costa County Kennel Club, Inc.—
James F. Barron
Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia—Michael
Houchard
Corpus Christi Kennel Club, Inc.—Pamela
J. Rhyner-Hirko, Cmdr. (Ret.)
Cudahy Kennel Club—Mr. Don H. Adams
Dachshund Club of America, Inc.—Larry
Sorenson
Dalmatian Club of America, Inc.—Dr.
Charles Garvin

Dandie Dinmont Terrier Club of America,
Inc.—Karen Dorn
Dayton Dog Training Club—Sherri Swabb
Del Monte Kennel Club—Carey Fayram
Del Sur Kennel Club, Inc.—Andrew G.
Mills
Del Valle Dog Club of Livermore—Sandra
Olsen
Del-Otse-Nango Kennel Club—Stephanie A.
Crawford
Delaware County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Brenda A. Algar
Delaware Water Gap Kennel Club—Dr. A.
D. Butherus
Doberman Pinscher Club of America—
Glen Lajeski
Dog Fanciers Association of Oregon,
Inc.—Mrs. Patti L. Strand
Duluth Kennel Club—Leah R. James
Durango Kennel Club—Donald E. Schwartz,
V.M.D
Eastern Dog Club—Mr. Theodore C. Hollan-
der, Jr.
Eastern German Shorthaired Pointer
Club, Inc.—Robert Rynkiewicz
Elm City Kennel Club—Dr. Gregory J.
Paveza
English Cocker Spaniel Club of America,
Inc.—Chereen M. Nawrocki
English Setter Association of America,
Inc.—Dr. Brenda J. Parsons, D.V.M.
English Springer Spaniel Field Trial Asso-
ciation, Inc.—Susanne Burgess
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Plainfield Kennel Club—Linda A. Deutsch
Plum Creek Kennel Club of Colorado—
William E. Ellis
Pocono Mountain Kennel Club, Inc.—San-
dra Krieger
Poodle Club of America, Inc.—Dr. Donald
Sturz, Jr.
Port Chester Obedience Training Club,
Inc.—Kathy Gregory
Portuguese Water Dog Club of America,
Inc.—Robin Burmeister
Providence County Kennel Club, Inc.—
Richard E. Grant
Putnam Kennel Club, Inc.—Florence R.
Laicher
Puyallup Valley Dog Fanciers, Inc.—Frances
Stephens
Ramapo Kennel Club—Jeffrey D. Ball
Rapid City Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. Sally J.
Nist
Redwood Empire Kennel Club—Johnny
Shoemaker
Reno Kennel Club—Mrs. Vicky Cook
Rhode Island Kennel Club, Inc.—Grace
Wilkinson
Rhodesian Ridgeback Club of the United
States, Inc.—Judith Lichtman
Rio Grande Kennel Club—Julie Kirkpatrick
Rockford-Freeport Illinois Kennel Club—
Barbara L. Burns
Rubber City Kennel Club—Cathy Gaidos
Sahuaro State Kennel Club—Rita L.
Mather

Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club—Karen
Cottingham
Salisbury North Carolina Kennel Club—
Bob Busby
Saluki Club of America—Monica H. Stoner
Sammamish Kennel Club—Dr. Robert C.
Gloster, M.D.
Samoyed Club of America, Inc.—Mr. John
L. Ronald
San Antonio Kennel Club, Inc.—Nancy J.
Shaw
Santa Barbara Kennel Club, Inc.—Abbe R.
Shaw
Santa Clara Dog Training Club, Inc.—
Becky A. Richardson
Santa Clara Valley Kennel Club, INC.—Mr.
David J. Peat
Saw Mill River Kennel Club, Inc.—Mimi
Winkler
Schipperke Club of America, Inc.—Betty Jo
Patrick
Scottish Deerhound Club of America,
Inc.—Hon. James G. Phinizy
Scottish Terrier Club of America—Helen A.
Prince
Scottsdale Dog Fanciers Association,
Inc.—Dr. Dawn Schroeder
Shenandoah Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
Sharyn Y. Hutchens
Shoreline Dog Fanciers Association of Or-
ange County—Susan L. Hamil
Shoreline Retriever Club—Michael L.
Moscowitz

Siberian Husky Club of America, Inc.—
Ann M. Cook
Silver State Kennel Club—Tammy Russell-Rice
Sir Francis Drake Kennel Club, Inc—
William J. Feeney
Skye Terrier Club of America—Mr. Stephen
P. Hersey
Skyline Kennel Club, Inc.—Gloria Shaver
Somerset Hills Kennel Club—Harvey Goldberg
South County Kennel Club, Inc.—Bob
Calltharp
South Shore Kennel Club, Inc.—Linda C.
Flynn
South Windsor Kennel Club—Mrs. Laurie
Maulucci
Southeast Arkansas Kennel Club—Ricky
Adams
Southeastern Iowa Kennel Club—Marilyn
R. Vinson
Southern Adirondack Dog Club, Inc.—
John V. Ioia
Southern Oregon Kennel Club—Warren
Cook
Spinone Club of America—Karen Luckey
Springfield Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. Thomas
M. Davies
St. Bernard Club of America, Inc.—Susan
Weigel
St. Croix Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs.
Deborah J. Wilkins
St. Louis Collie Club, Inc.—Isabel Ososki
Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of Amer-
ica—Amy J. Schwoeble

Staffordshire Terrier Club of America—
Jeannette O’Hanlon
Standard Schnauzer Club of America—Dr.
Harvey Mohrenweiser
St. Petersburg Dog Fanciers Association—
Jan Ritchie Gladstone
Steel City Kennel Club, Inc.—Miss Susan
M. Napady
Suffolk County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr.
Robert Eisele
Sun Maid Kennel Club of Fresno, Inc.—
Marcy L. Zingler
Susque-Nango Kennel Club, Inc.—Laura
Trainor
Sussex Hills Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. Flo-
rence Duggan
Sussex Spaniel Club of America—John R.
Lewis, Jr.
Taconic Hills Kennel Club, Inc.—Marylyn
DeGregorio
Talbot Kennel Club—Joann B. Beavers
Tampa Bay Kennel Club—Mary Stolz
Tennessee Valley Kennel Club—Mrs.
Richella M. Veatch
Terry-All Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. Sonja J.
Ostrom
Texas Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. Michael
Knight
Tibetan Spaniel Club of America—Mrs.
Linda C. Foiles
Tibetan Terrier Club of America, Inc.—
Stacey La Forge
Toledo Kennel Club, Inc.—Joyce Wilson
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the Nebraska Dog and Hunt Club, a mem-
ber of the Missouri Valley Hunt Club, and
the Metro Alliance Retriever Club. 

Michael L. Moscowitz, New Haven, Con-
necticut, representing Shoreline Retriever
Club
Michael is an Attorney by profession. He is
a member, President and now Delegate of
Shoreline Retriever Club in Connecticut.
For 20 years, he has primarily run Re-
triever Field Trials and also Retriever Hunt
Tests. His breed to run has always been
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers of which he
presently runs two. Michael is a Field Trial
Judge for Open Stake, Amateur Stake,
Derby and qualifying events. He is very in-
terested in the Delegate Field Trial and
Hunting Test Events Committee.

Link Newcomb, Santa Ana, California, rep-
resenting Bulldog Club of America 
Link may not seem new because he has
been the Delegate for the Pacific Coast
Bulldog Club since 2001. To ensure you
have your “Newcombs” straight, Link as-
sumes the role of Delegate from his father
Bob Newcomb who served as BCA’s dele-
gate from 2006 to 2020. Link was raised
with Bulldog puppies and now is a BCA
Hall of Fame breeder in his own right and
is approved to Judge Bulldogs and French
Bulldogs. He is the immediate past Presi-

dent of BCA. He is also an officer of the
Sand to Sea Nonsporting Association and
is the Show Chair for the club’s Non-Sport-
ing Dog Spectacular in Desert Hot Springs,
California in January 2021 (2 group shows
with 14 breed specialties). Link wanted to
make sure to let the many friends of his fa-
ther’s know that “my Dad is in great health
and is just as capable and as ornery as ever
and by his own proclamation still gets a lit-
tle wiser every year.” At 85, he decided it
was time to retire all that wisdom and let
his son make his own mistakes.

Jack E. Sappenfield II, Durham, North
Carolina, representing Durham Kennel
Club
Jack has been a member of the Durham
Kennel Club since 1996 and has served as
a Board Member and President of the
club. He has had Weimaraners since 1980
and also Vizslas since 1998. He participates
in Conformation, Obedience, Hunting
Tests, Tracking and other Companion
Events. He is a Tracking Judge, Judges 4 –
6 month puppies, the FSS, teaches puppy
kindergarten at Durham Kennel Club, and
is the President of the Tarheel
Weimaraner Club.

Bettina (Tina) Sterling, GlenMills, Pennsyl-
vania, representing PennTreaty Kennel Club
Tina has been involved in purebred dogs

since 1975 – first in performance events
with her American Cocker Spaniels, then
in Conformation for 33 years with Cavalier
King Charles Spaniels and 30 years with
English Toy Spaniels as a breeder, owner,
handler. She is the current President of
the American Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel Club and on the Board of the
ACKCSC Charitable Trust and Health
Chairman. Tina is a founding member
and Secretary of the Cavalier King Charles
Club of Delaware Valley. She is also Secre-
tary of the Pennsylvania Federation of Dog
Clubs, on the Board of Penn Treaty Ken-
nel Club and now serves as their Delegate.
In her professional life, Tina was a Medical
Administrator and an OB-GYN nurse. Cur-
rently, she is Vice President of her family’s
construction company. 

Sherri Wilmoth Swabb, Sugarcreek Town-
ship, Ohio, representing Dayton Dog
Training Club
Sherri Wilmoth Swabb is the new Delegate
for the Dayton Dog Training Club
(DDTC) in Moraine, Ohio. Mrs. Swabb
has been involved with purebred dogs
since 1985 when she became a member of
DDTC. She breeds Belgian Sheepdogs
under the Sarron kennel name and has
produced many champions and perform-
ance titled dogs. Professionally, she is the
Marketing Director for Yaskawa Motoman

Robotics. She is currently a member in
good standing of the Belgian Sheepdog
Club of America and is an active AKC
Breeder of Merit. She participates in Con-
formation and the National Owner Han-
dler Series as well as Obedience, Rally and
FastCat with her dogs. She is looking for-
ward to learning from, and contributing to
the AKC Delegate body.   

The Minutes of the September 15, 2020
Delegate Meeting were published in the
online October 2020 AKC Gazette and a
full transcript was posted on the Delegate's
Portal on AKC's website. There were no
corrections and the minutes were adopted
as published.

Arrowhead Kennel Club was duly elected
as a member of The American Kennel
Club.

Dr. Davies presented the Chairman's Re-
port as follows:
Good afternoon. The holiday season is
now upon us and yet very little about our
lives today is as it once was. This is indeed
a time of reflection about the things that
we are thankful for; peace, goodwill to-
ward one another, and hopes for what the
future may bring. Yet the challenges of the
pandemic are still bearing down upon us.
In these times, we in the sport of dogs can
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say with certainty, to paraphrase Roger
Caras, dogs are our whole lives and they
make our lives whole. Nothing has
stopped us from living our "dog lives" to
the fullest under the circumstances, even
when so many AKC events had to be can-
celed.

In just a few days, we will achieve some-
thing truly incredible, the twentieth an-
niversary of the AKC National
Championship presented by Royal Canin.
I am indebted to our amazing Staff and
everyone who will be joining us in Or-
lando. Mounting an event of that scale
and importance is never easy and the chal-
lenges of doing so under the current con-
ditions are significant. Thank you, Dennis,
for explaining shortly how we will execute
this monumental event safely and success-
fully.

Certainly, for many of us, the annual trip
to Orlando or even the option to set foot
inside a local show ring or handling class
does not figure into our reality. The Amer-
ican Kennel Club knows this well. We
know how much our dog sports mean to
us. We, like you, know that dogs are adapt-
able and so are dog people. After all, as
has been said – "Nothing in life is constant
except change.” In response to the crisis
the pandemic has wrought, multiple de-

partments in both offices have worked col-
laboratively to help our constituents con-
tinue to engage in our sports in new ways.
After all, an old proverb tells us, "A wise
person adapts himself to circumstances as
water shapes itself to the vessel that con-
tains it.” And in a more modern sense,
"when life gives you lemons, make lemon-
ade.” 

I want to tell you about all the different fla-
vors of lemonade we have brewed, some
we've built as a taste test and others are so
good we're making them a permanent
part of the menu. 

We launched the AKC Trick Dog program
and thousands of dogs are earning titles at
three levels by training at home and sub-
mitting videos to AKC Canine Good Citi-
zen evaluators. This year, we hosted the
second annual AKC Trick Dog competi-
tion, a fully virtual event that showcases in-
credible skills that dogs and people master
together. In October, we launched the Vir-
tual Home Manners titling program to
help people begin their dog training jour-
ney by building a foundation for AKC
STAR Puppy, Canine Good Citizen, and
AKC Companion events. In less than one
month, more than 400 titles have been is-
sued and a full marketing plan set to roll
out to teach more people at home how to

achieve great things with their dogs. 

We have held three virtual competitions in
conformation over the summer which
have been a fun and unique experiment in
hands-off breed presentation and judging.
Certainly, no replacement for the real
thing, these programs have helped us do-
nate more than $17,000 to not-for-profit
organizations including Take The Lead,
AKC Reunite, Adopt-A-K9-Cop (to which
AKC Reunite has also made a matching
gift) and to the California Fire Founda-
tion. 

Companion events went deeper to bring
virtual opportunities to our constituents.
Virtual Rally Novice, Rally Intermediate,
Agility ACT 1, and Agility ACT 2 classes
replicate the traditional exercises and
courses but allow participants to enact
them in their home environments through
video. These classes have achieved more
than 14,000 entries since launching in late
spring and early summer. Importantly,
more than half of the entries represent
dogs who have never earned an AKC title
of any kind. Therefore, the introduction
of virtual titles has proven to be an effec-
tive customer acquisition tool and hope-
fully a launching pad for further
participation in more AKC sports. Feed-
back from exhibitors has been so encour-

aging we are adding these virtual opportu-
nities as permanent options. One con-
stituent wrote to thank AKC for their
innovations and said that she sees virtual
classes as gateways to more AKC activities.
Another wrote that virtual titles have given
her a reason to continue to train and keep
a positive attitude during these "extremely
challenging times." Introducing AKC
training programs to online exhibitors
brought about a powerful example of how
our sports can change lives. A story about
a vulnerable foster child earning Interme-
diate Trick titles and working towards her
Agility ACT 1, became the focus of a pow-
erful and emotion story in AKC Family
Dog Magazine. During this difficult time,
virtual programs have earned a place in
AKC's toolkit as a bridge to things we
know will come. 

We have certainly used this time to harness
the power of technology for another valu-
able purpose: educating our fancy and the
public. It has been said that "education is
our passport to the future" and that "to-
morrow belongs to the people who pre-
pare for it today." Surely 2020 has been
that time of preparation, digging deeper
and honing our skills. It's been truly in-
spiring to see how so many departments
within AKC – including Sports and Events,
Government Relations, Club Develop-
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the Delegate Committees and today's
meeting -- Paula, Tim, Amy, Keith, Bob,
Wlad, and the many other dedicated mem-
bers of our Staff.

Chief Financial Officer, Ted Phillips, gave
the Financial Report as follows:
To our Delegates, thank you for attending
today's meeting. We always appreciate your
time and your support. Today, I'm present-
ing key performance indicators and finan-
cial results for the 10 months ended
October 31, 2020 with comparison to the
same period in 2019. When relevant, we
will include references to the 2020 budget.
So, let's begin with some non-financial
KPIs because they're important to tell the
story of the October 31, 2020 results. This
slide shows a monthly view of litter regis-
trations for the 10 months ending October
31, 2020 with a comparison for the same
period in 2019. As you can see, litter regis-
trations are almost 235,000 or 9.4 percent
higher than the same period in 2019.
Turning to our dog registrations, please
note that the year-to-date registrations
total almost 587,500, which is approxi-
mently 18 percent higher than the same
period in 2019. Our registration staff re-
ports that litter registrations were 18 per-
cent better than budget and 20 percent
better than October of 2019. This was our
best October for dogs since 2007 and the

best October for litters since 2008. Addi-
tionally, certificate transfers beat budget by
11 percent and surpassed the prior by 21
percent. DNA samples received during the
month of October were 24 percent higher
than last year. This is an outstanding
achievement and we thank our breeders,
the entire Delegate body, our Board of Di-
rectors, management, and Staff for this
achievement. 

On the next slide we show events and en-
tries which continue to record lower activi-
ties in 2020 year-to-date as of October 31,
2020 versus 2019, by 48 percent and 54
percent respectively. We heard some good
news as events come back and we're always
pleased when we hear clubs hold these
events and we obviously look forward to
better times in 2021. 

Next we'll review the financial operating
results for the ten months ended October
31, 2020 comparing these results to
budget in the same period in 2019. As a re-
sult of management cost containment ef-
forts, net operating income year-to-date as
of October 31, 2020 is $11.5 million.
These results continue to be generated by
a combination of increased registration
revenues led by online registrations, pedi-
gree, and other litter fees, title recogni-
tion, and other enrollment fees, as well as

product and service sales combined with
lower expenses across the organization.
We've included the 2020 budget data for
comparison to highlight the cost contain-
ment efforts introduced in April by the
management team. Here are some key
points before we look at individual rev-
enue and expense lines. Year-to-date rev-
enues are comparable to the 2020 budget
due to the offset of increased registration
and related registration fees and related
revenues as compared to decline in
recording and service fees. While changes
to revenue are important and have
pointed that the AKC registration services
were well positioned for a year like 2020,
the overall driver of positive results is ex-
pense control. Please note the total ex-
penses are 15.5 percent lower than budget
and 6.8 percent lower than the prior year.
We will all experience unique changes in
the US economy as the results of this pan-
demic continue to sort out, but I have to
say AKC's expense review, and cost con-
tainment measures, and good registration
results position us well for 2021. 

In the next few slides, we'll look at the in-
dividual revenue expense line that sup-
ports these results. This slide presents
AKC's significant revenue lines with a
stacked comparison of year-to-date actual
budget and prior year in each column.

Total year-to-date revenues from registra-
tions are 18.3 percent or $4.9 million
higher than the prior year. This is led by
dog registrations of 4.3 million. The next
column presents summarized pedigree
and other program fees. The combination
of revenue lines here is 16 percent higher
than the same period in 2019. Next, we re-
port revenue events, recording service,
and other fees which is lower by almost 42
percent for $4.9 million when compared
to the same period in 2019. Product and
service sales lines are 24 percent or $1.9
million higher than 2019 which is led prin-
cipally by merchandise sales and admission
fees. As I said in previous presentations, I
just want to remind, commission fees are
from the Meet the Breeds® event at the
Javits Center in January of 2020 and also
product sales come from both e-commerce
and traditional order fulfillment. 

This slide shows controllable expenses.
These are the ones management has the
most ability to interact with in its budget
plan and during the year. Overall, total ex-
penses are reduced or down 16 percent
versus budget in 2020 and lower by 10 per-
cent versus 2019. Self-containment meas-
ures lower each of these expense lines
except for fulfillment costs and grants to
other organizations. Fulfillment costs are
expenses that support product and service
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carried and it was believed that this vote by
the Delegate body removed the ability of a
local breed specialty club from becoming a
member club. That belief has resulted in
another 20 years making a total of 75 years
since the local breed club became a mem-
ber club. However, as we have seen in
many other instances, removing some-
thing from one section of the Bylaws does-
n't always completely fulfill the will of the
Delegate body. It was thus in this instance
also which brings us to this amendment
today. Its passage will fully clean up the By-
laws on this issue as was meant to be done
in 2000. Thank you. 

Anne Gallant, Delegate for the Nashville
Kennel Club spoke as follows:
I'm concerned that the multi-breed club is
ambiguous verbiage, and I would like to
move that multi-breed be deleted and the
words Group Club, be inserted in place of
multi-breed. 

Ms. Gallant’s motion was acknowledged
and seconded.

There was further discussion via Zoom:

Mr. Sprung: Should it not read All-Breed
Clubs, Group Clubs or Associations allow-
ing All-Breed Clubs to become members. 

Ms. DiNardo: Mr. President, in the original
amendment multi-breed would've covered
both Group and All-Breed Clubs. Now, if
you change the wording to group, the Del-
egate body may want to consider also All-
Breed. 

Mr. Sprung: I am not speaking for the Del-
egate body, but I am sure the body does
not want to exclude All-Breed Clubs. 

Ms. Gallant: Correct. Absolutely. So, we
can include All-Breed Clubs. 

The motion was changed to include All-
Breed Clubs, Group Clubs or Associations
which was seconded. 

Luis Sosa, Delegate for the Louisiana Ken-
nel Club made a motion to call the ques-
tion which was seconded.

Voting was conducted by Zoom poll; the
results were two-thirds in the affirmative to
call the question.

Voting was conducted by Zoom poll on the
amendment to the amendment; it passed
by majority.

There was further discussion via Zoom:

Don James, Delegate for the Leonberger

Club of America spoke as follows:
I want to speak to the board's recent vote
to approve a Bylaws amendment to formal-
ize preventing a local specialty club from
obtaining membership status. I speak on
this because the club that initiated this
process is, in fact, the Leonberger Spe-
cialty Club. As the Leonberger Delegate
and member of the Delegate Parent Club
Committee, which also, by the way, voted
unanimously to support this amendment.
My issue was allowing a local specialty club
full member status boils down to one
word, and that's divisiveness. The tradi-
tional role of the parent club by its repre-
senting a breed's best interest in all
matters involving AKC allowing a local spe-
cialty club to directly become part of that
discussion promotes the possibility that
the parent club and one or more specialty
clubs may not see eye to eye on issues
being presented to the Delegate body.
While the results of such a situation may
never be seen by the AKC, the downstream
effects of these disagreement can form a
divisiveness between the national club and
its local affiliates. The unintended conse-
quence of which would drive a dangerous
wedge these factions that run the risk of
disrupting what is, in my opinion, and out-
standing AKC Parent Club. Unintended
consequences are often the most easily
overlooked. In this case, they should not

be. For these reasons, the Delegate body
needs to affirm the vote of both the Board
of Directors and parent club committee to
vote yes for this proposed Bylaws amend-
ment. On a personal note, I hope you all
have a great and safe holiday. I miss seeing
every one of you. Thank you. 

Wendy Jones, Delegate for the Lake Cham-
plain Retriever Club spoke as follows:
There is an unfortunate consequence to
the amendment to the amendment which
means that a club like the Lake Champlain
Retriever Club, which is neither an All-
Breed club nor a Group Club would not
be able to be accepted to the AKC under
these changes. Thank you. 

Johnny Shoemaker, Delegate for the Red-
wood Empire Kennel Club made a motion
to call the question which was seconded.

Voting was conducted by Zoom poll; the
results were two-thirds in the affirmative to
call the question.

Voting was conducted by Zoom poll on the
original amendment as amended; the re-
sults were two-thirds in the affirmative and
the amendment was adopted. 

The next vote was on the Charter and By-
laws of The American Kennel Club Article
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VIII, Section 7, which would eliminate
costly balloting for unopposed Board can-
didates during the annual election. It
would also save the time that it normally
takes during the Annual meeting to con-
duct such elections. This amendment was
proposed by the Beaumont Kennel Club
and brought forward with approval from
the AKC Board of Directors. 

Voting was conducted by Zoom poll; the
results were two-thirds in the affirmative
and the amendment was adopted. 

The third vote was on Rules Applying to Dog
Shows Chapter 16, Section 1 – Champi-
onships, which incorporates a new para-
graph 8 to permit a 2020 National
Specialty to be held in 2021 in addition to
a 2021 National Specialty. This amend-
ment was proposed by Staff and brought
forward with approval from the AKC
Board of Directors. 

There was discussion via Zoom:

Ann Lettis, Delegate for Grand River Ken-
nel Club spoke as follows:
My concern for this is that this amend-
ment will make such an exception. We're
all very well aware of unforeseen disaster
that can occur. Rather than indicating
specific years to which the above amend-

ment applies because no one knows when
a similar situation may arise, I'm propos-
ing an amendment to this amendment.
We don't know what's going to happen
five years from now, ten years from now.
Will there always have to be another vote,
another amendment made? So, I'm pro-
posing this amendment. Rules Applying to
Dog Shows – Championships which incor-
porates a new paragraph 8. In the event
of a disaster which would prevent a Na-
tional Specialty from being held, after re-
view, the AKC may grant permission for
that specific year's National Specialty to
be held at the following year's National
Specialty that will take place. End of that
amendment. I wanted to say the reason
why I worded it like that was we don't
know how long it might be before an-
other National Specialty could be held.
For example, we don't even know next
year if all the National Specialties can be
held. So, this is why I worded it – to be
held at the following year's National Spe-
cialty that will take place. In other words,
if it takes place in two years, yes, they
could be combined, but it eliminates spe-
cific dates. It covers anything that can
happen even ten years from now. Any-
how, that's it. 

Mr. Sprung: That is appreciated, it's re-
lated, however it is not germane to this

amendment as it is not within the scope of
the notice given to the Delegates. Is there
any further discussion? 

There was continued discussion via Zoom:

Frances Stephens, Delegate for Puyallup
Valley Dog Fanciers spoke as follows:
I'm a member of the Saint Bernard Club
of America and we appreciate very much
that the Board put forth this amendment.
We were unable to hold our National but
the hotel was willing to adjust the date
without losing our deposit which is very
important to us. We are just very support-
ive of this and I wanted to make sure
everyone knows that. Thank you. 

Sylvia Arrowwood, Delegate for the Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina Kennel Club spoke
as follows:
I have a parliamentary inquiry. While in
favor of this amendment, the dates also
concern me because in 2022, are we going
to have to delete this paragraph because it
will become null and void because it's talk-
ing about 2020 and 2021 specifically? 

Mr. Sprung: The Parliamentarian is advis-
ing me that after 2021, this will be deleted
because it has expired. 

Ms. Arrowwood: So, it would be automati-

cally be deleted? 

Mr. Sprung: Correct, it will self-eliminate
on December 31, 2021.

Anne Hier, Delegate for the Companion
Dog Training Club of Flint, Michigan
spoke as follows: I'm in favor of this as writ-
ten. I think it has to be done as case by
case. I have to declare my bias because I
was supposed to judge at the 2020 Na-
tional this year and this is a big boom for
us. I'd like to know specifically how many
National Specialties or a percentage that
were already canceled this year. 

Mr. Slay: Alan Slay, AKC Director, Event
Programs reported that the number was
97 National Specialties canceled in 2020. 

Voting was conducted by Zoom poll; the
results were two-thirds in the affirmative
and the amendment was adopted. 

The fourth vote is on Field Trial Rules and
Standard Procedure for Pointing Breeds Chap-
ter 14, new Section 36 – Rules for Pointing
Breeds Trials, which provides those Parent
Clubs that were forced to cancel or post-
pone their 2020 National Field Trial due
to COVID-19, an exception to hold their
2020 and 2021 National Field Trial Cham-
pionship in 2021. This amendment was
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ership, knowledge, and experience in
matters purebred dogs and puppy pol-
icy have been on great value to the
AKC PAC Board. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, the Di-
rectors of the American Kennel Club
Political Action Committee honor Dr.
Carmen Battaglia's service, leadership,
and dedication to the American Ken-
nel Club and its Political Action Com-
mittee and extend to him their grateful
appreciation and most sincere, best
wishes for his future endeavors.

I appreciate all that Carmen has done and
his support at AKC PAC over the years and
I hope that in the future we will be able to
all be together. Happy Holidays and
Happy Hanukkah. Thank you. 

The Chair called on Emily Brostek, AKC
Museum of the Dog Manager of Educa-
tional Programs, to share Museum of the
Dog fundraising efforts as follows: 
I'm here today to speak on behalf of the
Museum and our upcoming virtual night
at the Museum honoring Ron Menaker on
February 12, 2021. The Museum is cele-
brating the tradition of the benefit with
this virtual event to honor Ron's dedica-
tion to the Museum demonstrating the
progress Museum of the Dog has made

through this move to New York City and
support future programming and exhibi-
tions in years to come. Our event will fea-
ture live and prerecorded segments
highlighting programming and exhibi-
tions at the Museum, testimonials on the
Museum of the Dog impacts on our neigh-
bors, and interviews depicting the value of
Ron's leadership that has brought us to
where we are now. Through this visual, you
can see our live stream will allow you to
view our video feed while browsing silent
auction items, viewing sponsors, and do-
nating to the event all at once. How can
you get involved? I come today to speak to
you about the champions for our cause
campaign designed with you, our club, in
mind. Champions for our cause is a com-
petition open to clubs encouraging giving
together as a team. What can you do? Reg-
ister your club as a team by contacting me
directly. My information will be provided
after this presentation. Encourage mem-
bers of your club, friends, family, and fel-
low dog lovers alike to donate through
your team and watch your fundraising to-
tals grow. With a personal fundraising link
for your club, it is quick and easy to share
and encourage others participate. Support
your team leading up to the live event on
February 12, 2021 where a winner will be
announced for all of our participants and
be featured on AKC.tv. The highest total

amongst club teams will earn a recogni-
tion on our AKC Club Wall of Fame. This
is dedicated space at the Museum will fea-
ture a plaque with your club's name on it
to honor your legacy and support of the
Museum. A prominent place in our first-
floor gallery, your club will have visibility
from visitors from all over the world. Does
your club already have a plaque? We thank
you for your support. If you're a fundrais-
ing team with the highest total raised, we
will increase the size of your existing
plaque to a larger level in honor of your
continued efforts supporting the work of
the Museum. This sample represents what
your page could look like if your club
chooses to register as champions for our
cause. With your registration, you will have
a dedicated donation page for members,
friends, and family to donate in honor of
your club. It has never been easier to se-
cure your club's legacy at the Museum
than with this public campaign, easy to
navigate, and shareable throughout your
network. Your campaign page can be per-
sonalized to show your club name, logo,
and even link to your website. Your club
will be prominently featured for its sup-
port throughout the live event and on our
giving center website where the event will
take place. When you choose to register,
all of these personalized assets will be man-
aged by myself to make things even easier

for your members. To register, please
reach out by the contact information pro-
vided. The sooner you register as a cham-
pion, the longer you have to fundraise on
the Museum's behalf and make your way
to the top. We are grateful to all of the
clubs who choose to participate and look
forward to honoring our top dog donor
on our AKC Club Wall of Fame. I thank
you all for your time. 

The Annual Meeting will be held on
March 9, 2021 with the election for the
Class of 2025 Board of Directors. More de-
tailed information will be emailed to the
Delegate Body at a later date. 

The following Delegates spoke during
New Business:

Connie Butherus, Delegate for the Afghan
Hound Club of America presented Dennis
Sprung with a lifetime membership to the
AHCA. Since 1992, the Board of Directors
of the AHCA awarded lifetime member-
ships in the club to members who have
made significant contributions and support
in the preservation and protection of the
breed as well as supporting and upholding
the mission of the Parent Club. Dennis is
among 16 other current members of the
club who have received this award. 
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Mr. Sprung expressed his passion for the
Afghan Hound breed that has been in his
life from 1968 and thanked the AHCA for
the honor.

Pat Laurans, Delegate for the German
Wirehaired Pointer Club of America
shared the AKC Reunite program’s suc-
cess. According to President & CEO Tom
Sharp, the 91st trailer was delivered to Mis-
sion Viejo, California. The Idaho trailer is
to follow. AKC disaster relief trailers have
been used in recent months in eight emer-
gency situations. AKC Reunite has also
made 31 emergency grants for a total of
over $75,000 in 2020. In 2020, emergency
trailer deployments were as follows: Ari-
zona Humane Society, Jefferson County
Sheriff's Office Animal Control in Col-
orado, Riverside County Department of
Animal Services in California, County of
San Diego Department of Animal Services
in California, Josephine County Animal
Protection and Regulation in Oregon,
Jackson County Animal Services in Ore-
gon, Clark County Animal Protection and
Control in Washington, Yuba County Of-
fice of Emergency Services in California.
We are so proud that AKC Reunite has
been able to help with the trailer program
in areas that had extreme problems. 434
clubs have participated. $1,659,517.72 has
been received in donations. $650,000 has

been funded by AKC Reunite. The total
funds raised $2,309,517.72. 

Cindy Miller, Delegate for the Waterloo
Kennel Club, Chair of the Dog Show Rules
Committee and the Coordinating Commit-
tee recommended that the Delegate
Google Group e-list could be used for Del-
egates to discuss amendment changes on-
line ahead of the meeting to avoid
confusion. She suggested that when a mo-
tion to call the question is made, it would
be beneficial to know how many Delegates
had the intention of speaking, in an effort
to hear all opinions within a reasonable
timeframe.

Claudia Grunstra-Pierro, Delegate for the
Yorkshire Terrier Club of America was
contacted by her Parent Club for assis-
tance with the AKC Marketplace website.
Advertisers have been checking off that
they are members of the Parent Club.
And, in fact, some of them stating so is
false. This requires constant monitoring
by our people to get in touch with the
AKC and to have those names of advertis-
ers removed. Since the AKC gets a list of
club members each year, we were wonder-
ing if there was something that the techni-
cal department can do when they take
advertisements from people to verify if in
fact that they are a member of the Parent

Club and make it easier for us to have
truthful advertising shown on the AKC
Marketplace. 

Mr. Sprung advised that Staff would look
into the suggestion, noting that club mem-
ber lists would need to be updated by each
Parent Club several times per year to en-
sure the website was current.

Ann Lettis, Delegate for the Grand River
Kennel Club explained that not all Dele-
gates have the time or ability to access the
Delegate Google Group e-list. She asked
for consideration of different lifestyles and
circumstances for Delegate contributions.

Johnny Shoemaker, Delegate for the Red-
wood Empire Kennel Club wished every-
one a sparkle hat Merry Christmas. 

Pat Laurans, Delegate for the German
Wirehaired Pointer Club of America com-
mended AKC Staff for the organized ef-
forts to support the Delegates, dogs and
breeders during this difficult year.

Hearing no further business, the Chair ad-
journed the meeting.

(Time noted: 2:38 p.m.)

Delegates inadvertently omitted from speaking

during New Business were as follows:

Betty Winthers, Delegate for the Olympic
Kennel Club
In spite of COVID-19, the Olympic Kennel
Club in conjunction with the Walla Walla
Kennel Club held a 5-day All-Breed dog
show on September 23 - 27, 2020. OKC
awarded Chris Lyden, Show Chair the
AKC Outstanding Sportsmanship award
for his leadership working hard to put on
the cluster. They are now planning the
2021 event.  

The opinions expressed by the speakers may
not necessarily reflect those of The American
Kennel Club.
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