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NEW CHEWABLE

TABLET!

DIETARY MANAGEMENT
IMMUNE SYSTEM

All the nutritional benefits of Purina® Pro Plan@
Veterinary Supplements FortiFlorag in an easy-to-feed tablet.

ORDER TODAY ON PROPLANVETDIRECT.COM.
ALSO AVAILABLE AT PET SPECIALTY RETAILERS AND YOUR VETERINARIAN.
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OLDIES BUT NEWIES

In 2019, three vintage images made their
internet debut in the GAZETTE. From the May
“Old School” issue: A portrait of Patricia
Stillman Scott and her famous Lhasa Apso
Ch. Hamilton Torma, newly colorized by
David Woo; and from our “Crane
Scrapbooks” feature, Mary Crane and her
Basquaerie Great Pyrenees.

Our September AKC 135th anniversary
issue featured a shimmering never-before pub-
lished Tauskey portrait of Miriam Breed and

her Barmere Boxers.
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FEATURE

ODDS AND ENDS

Our own Arliss Paddock concocted the
above gag shot of the “Silver-Coated Pouch
Terrier” for an April Fool’s prank that became
our most popular Facebook post ever; a
Leonberger makes an inanimate friend at the
AKC Museum of the Dog (David Woo); one
of our most admired images of the year fea-
tured a Great Pyrenees and a ballet dancer
from the “Dancers & Dogs” project (Kelly
Pratt and Ian Kreidich); a great favorite with
readers was Winston the Glen of Imaal

Terrier, from our “Brag Bag” (Mark Brown).
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Our Man in Orlando

The AKC National Champi-
onship is the world’s most multi-
faceted dog show. As such, it
takes more than one photogra-
pher to capture all the sights of
the show weekend.

Along with the gang from HOT-
dog Photography, our own David
Woo roamed the arena and re-
turned to New York with hun-
dreds of shots of the events that
make the ANC unique: dock div-
ing, Puppy and Junior Stakes,
Miscellaneous class, Juniors
agility, ACE winners, Trick Dog,
Best Booth in Show, and more, in
addition to his photos from the
main ring.

You will be seeing David’s pho-
tos from Orlando decorating our
pages throughout the coming
year. Here is a preview portfolio
in slideshow form.
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PAC PORTFOLIO

The Many

Faces of

Political Action

AKC PAC donors get silly for a serious cause.

t the AKC National Championship,

the AKC Political Action Committee

PAC) hosted a fun initiative to raise
money and awareness of the PAC’s efforts to
advance dog-friendly public policy. Donors of
$50 or more to the PAC who came by the PAC
booth over the weekend got a caricature of
themselves and their dog by renowned carica-
ture artist Rafael Diez.

In supporting the AKC PAC, participants are
taking an active role in helping protect their
right to own, exhibit, and breed dogs and
ensure that legislators understand that AKC
dog-club members will hold their legislators
responsible for laws affecting dog ownership.

The AKC Political Action Committee is a
nonpartisan organization dedicated to support-
ing the election of leaders who support respon-
sible dog ownership, the rights of dog owners,
and the future of purebred dogs.

AKC Government Relations extends thanks to
all who donated to the AKC PAC for this event.

Donors: Aletta Moore, Ann Wallin, Anne
Bowes, Azalea Alvarez, Barbara Penny,
Barbara Shaw, Betty Winthers, Carole Wilson,
Cathy Gaidos, Charles Garvin, Chris
Sweetwood, Chrissy Daniel, Daniel Smyth,
Debbie Owen, Deborah Kreider, Dominic
Carota, Donna Beckman, Donna Wolfe,
Doreen Weintraub, Dorothy Swanson, Edith
Blackwell, Felice Jarrold, Frances Stephens,
Gail LaBerge, Gina DiNardo, Gloria Rowland,
Harold (Red) Tatro, James Talbert, Jane
Ruthford, Janice Croft, Jann Butler, Jinnie
Strickland, Jo Lynn, Joan Dickerson, Joanne
Wilds, John McNabney, Karen Cottingham,
Karen Dorn, Karolynne McAteer, Kenneth
Levison, Laura Trainor, Leslie Reed, Linda
Hoff, Linda Wozniak, Lindsay Thorne,
Lorraine Ebdon, Lynn Garvin, Margaret
Doster, Margaret Pough, Margaret Wolfe,
Martha Feltenstein, Mary Morrison, Nance
Skoglund, Nancy Shaw, Neal Goodwin, Shelley
Miller, Sue Ellen, Healy Susan, Sholar Susan,

Check out the images to identify yourself and Thibodeaux, Terri Ebert, Thomas Graham, /5 :
your friends—and be sure to plan to participate ~ Valerie Ford, Warren Cook, and Willie g\* &, KENNEL CLUB™
in 2020. Crawford R B sttt
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About the Breed Columns

The breed columns are a time-honored feature of the akc cazeTte. Each columnist is appointed by
the breed’s national parent club, which preserves the breed’s standard and helps to educate breed-
ers, judges, and the public about the breed’s traits, history, care, and training. A national parent club
is made up of dedicated breeders and fanciers and represents many years of collective experience in
the breed. Columnists are asked to write about topics of interest to serious dog fanciers in general as
: well as those of specific interest to judges and devotees of the breed. The breed columns rotate quar-
> terly by group so that each breed’s column can appear four times a year. Information and opinions
expressed in the breed columns represent the views of their authors, not necessarily those of the
breed’s parent club or the AKC. For questions about the breed columns, e-mail AVP@akc.org.

This month, the Alaskan
Malamute Club of America’s
Phyllis I. Hamilton contributes
a beautiful column ‘about how
27-year-old frozen semen has
led to a “Breeder’s Miracle.”

AKC GAZETTE @

JANUARY 2020

THIS MONTH
SPORTING GROUP WORKING GROUP

38 Brittanys 48 Clumber Spaniels 63 Alaskan 76 Mastiffs
39 Lagotti Romagnoli 50 Cocker Spaniels Malamutes 78 Neapolitan
38 Nederlandse 51 English Cocker 65 Anatolian Mastiffs

Kooikerhondjes Spaniels Shepherd Dogs 79 Newfoundlands
40 Pointers 53 English Springer 66 Bernese Mountain 80 Portuguese Water
41 German Shorthaired Spaniels Dogs Dogs

Pointers 54 Field Spaniels 67 Bullmastiffs 81 Rottweilers
42 Chesapeake Bay 56 Irish Water 68 Cani Corsi 82 Samoyeds

Retrievers Spaniels 69 Doberman 83 Siberian Huskies
43 Curly-Coated 57 Sussex Spaniels Pinschers 85 Standard

Retrievers 58 Welsh Springer 71 German Pinschers Schnauzers )
44 Golden Retrievers Spaniels 72 Great Pyrenees g
45 English Setters 59 Spinoni Italiani 73 Komondorok g
46 Gordon Setters 60 Viszlas 74 Kuvaszok %
47 lrish Setters 62 Weimaraners 75 Leonbergers g
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days of obedience and rally, and the
Columbia River Agility club will have three
days of agility competition indoors on dirt.
Come talk about the breed, observe beautiful

dogs in motion, and enjoy the beautiful coun-
tryside of the Willamette Valley. Meet your
fellow Kooiker owners, share stories, and
attend the annual meeting on Saturday

Left: Neder-
landse Kooiker-
hondje; right:
Logo for the
2020 national

@'} April 2-5, 2020
Albany, OR

evening. We promise there will be something
for everyone!

A big thank you to everyone who supported
our online specialty auction, which netted
almost $1,300, and props once again to Dawn
Lugo for organizing this great fundraiser. Our
next auction will be in February, so start gath-
ering your donations now—and visit the auc-
tion page on Facebook to bid on the many
wonderful items!

On Thursday, April 2, the day will begin
with a welcome breakfast from 7:30 to 9:30
A.M., followed by our national specialty start-
ing at about 10 A.m. Following Best of Breed
judging, the last Kooikerhondje classes in the
ring will be fun and new events for our
NKCUSA members. First will be the Stud
Dog and Brood Bitch classes, which are stan-
dard AKC competitions. Next will be the Kind
en Hond, a takeoff from an event at a
European show we have seen in the

AKC GAZETTE @ JANUARY 2020
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Netherlands. In this class, children 4 to 9 years
of age can enter the ring with their dog on
leash and accompanied by a parent. The
judge will go through the motions, but no offi-
cial placements will be given. Children are
encouraged to dress in traditional Dutch out-
fits. We will split the group into two age cate-
gories, 4 to 6 and 7 to 9 years. All entrants will
earn a participation ribbon and have pictures
taken with the judge.

We have also planned a judges’ education
seminar with Mr. Wellens, working in conjunc-
tion with the club’s JE committee. Being from
the Netherlands, he has an enormous wealth of
information to offer our new judges of the
breed in the U.S. The seminar will start imme-
diately following the conclusion of national spe-
cialty judging on Thursday, April 2, but not
before 1:30 .M. There will be a theoretical sec-
tion, a quick break, and then a hands-on sec-
tion until approximately 5:15 p.m.

From Friday, April 3, through Sunday, April
5, will be three days of supported
Kooikerhondje entries at the all-breed shows,
with special prizes and rosettes offered. On
Saturday, April 4, we will hold our Annual
Membership Meeting and Awards Dinner.
(The location will be off-site, to be announced.)

Looking for camper hook-up space at the
show? For information and reservations, click
here.

LEFT: COURTESY SARAH KRUEGER; RIGHT: NKCUSA
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Chesapeakes, which is now shared by me and
my siblings. | could not begin to count how
many families have adored this breed and
carry on the tradition over multiple genera-
tions. Over many years of showing in confor-
mation, | have discussed experiences with
judges who have had pleasant experience with
the breed. The late William Kendrick
befriended a Chesapeake when he was a child.
Dr. Harry Smith’s father owned Chesapeakes
and used them as hunting dogs. Both Mr.
Kendrick and Dr. Smith always have had a
special feeling toward the breed.

What is it about Chesapeakes that appeal to
special people? They are a biddable breed and
are individualistic, with personality; they are
protective and adoring with children, comical
with their famous snicker smile, playful with
balls and other child toys, and loyal and loving
to the owner and the family. They are proven
as a fantastic hunting dog, especially in cold
waters, with all-day stamina for the duck
hunter. They perform well in field events, obe-
dience, tracking, and agility. There are numer-
ous cases of heroic rescue of children by the
Chesapeake.

Chesapeakes are a hearty breed, with a typi-
cal lifespan of 13 to 14 years. The loss of the
family pet is always heart wrenching, subse-
guent to which many families carry on with a
new addition—a Chesapeake puppy. The care

and rearing of the puppy is always a reward-
ing experience, with the milestones of the first
swim, the first retrieve, and the dog-person
relationship that develops so quickly.

I recall wrestling as a child with Chesapeakes
on the floor, the family soccer-ball-chasing
games with the dogs, the swimming events,
and talking at them to get them to snicker and
smile. Always lovable, they sought attention
and petting, would jump up and lick you, and
would just always be glad to see you when you
came home. —N.H., 2011

American Chesapeake Club

Curly-Coated Retrievers
his month, Jenny Dickinson shares with
us more about obedience training. Jenny
says, “First | want to say that the Curly-
Coated Retriever’s raw talent for learning
means that challenges can be resolved.” Her
column follows.

BACK TO ATTENTION

My charming 3%2-year-old intact male Curly
is girl crazy! We take classes at several training
centers with different groups of obedience
dogs, and Billy can barely contain himself
around the females—all of whom are spayed.
He might leave me briefly during an exercise,
sniff the floor as though he were tracking, and

otherwise respond to his own
impulse. This became so frustrat-
ing that, instead of constantly cor-
recting him, | stopped all the fun
Open and Utility exercises and
began to focus exclusively on atten-
tion!

I have the original Janice
DeMello attention book, which 1
learned from 30 years ago with my
Rottweilers. |1 have now gone back
to using a pinch collar for the very
first time while training Billy. At
fist he was a little unnerved with
the collar, but with big chunks of
meat used to entice him, he
bought right into the process (I am
a very generous food provider)! |
still use generous chunks of beef—
not from my mouth or pocket, but
from a plate just outside the ring—
for a reward after each effort. Billy
now takes delight in our daily
practice.

We take fewer than three steps forward at
this point. I am not going back to tolerating
half-baked attention. I do not care how long it
takes to get back to a full-length heeling rou-
tine. I know that my boy is smart and capable
enough to resume his other skills when we get
back to this “revision” in our process. | always
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Curly-Coated
Retriever

go back to foundation work when I am not
sure what to do. | do not think that it is ever a
waste of time to work on attention. Andy
Vaughn used to say that heeling is an attention
exercise. | think that is right, as if attention
falls apart, you have got a mess!

Billy’s challenge may be girl craziness, but |
have enormous faith in my dog. The Curly

COURTESY LYNDA BEAM
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trait of enjoyment in learning makes me cer-
tain of eventual success. —J.D.

Thank you, Jenny, for sharing your valuable
training ideas. Sometimes one needs to step
back and use a new approach, and you have
done just that!

—Ann Shinkle,

annshinkle@aol.com

Curly-Coated Retriever Club of America

Golden Retrievers
INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN RESCUE

here is growing concern within the dog-

owning community over rescued dogs
imported from Europe and other foreign
countries. Many bring with them a number of
highly communicable canine diseases, such as
brucellosis, canine influenza, rabies, and
heartworm. One young dog imported from
South Korea was infected with the Asian-1
strain of canine distemper, a virus hitherto
unseen in the U.S. It is suspected that the
infected animal was rescued from a Korean
dog meat farm, one of many that supply dog
meat markets in South Korea and other Asian
countries.

Thousands of dogs, purebreds as well as
strays, are brutally slaughtered annually to
support the dog meat industry, with Golden
Retrievers among those victims. One rescue

organization in Florida is working to save as
many Goldens as possible from the plight of
the Korean dogs.

Since 2015, the Golden Retriever Rescue of
Southwest Florida (GRRSFW) has imported 44
Goldens from South Korea. Mark Dahlberg,
GRRSWEF international rescue coordinator,
has personally picked up each of those dogs
from three Florida airports. “Prior to 2015, |
was unaware of the local South Korean animal

rescue efforts. I did not understand the depth of
the animal cruelty crisis or the dedication of
those working to eradicate it.”

Mr. Dahlberg discovered those rescue efforts
through a chance encounter on social media
that ultimately led to almost-daily communi-
cation between Dahlberg and the South
Korean rescue groups.

Some of the rescued dogs are found in situa-
tions similar to dogs here, surrendered by their
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owners, strays living on the streets, or barely
surviving in rudimentary shelters that border
on inhumane. Others are rescued from the
dog-meat industry. Rescue volunteers foster as
many dogs as possible, some in homes and
others in kennels. All the dogs receive veteri-
nary care while waiting for flight arrange-
ments to the United States, and all are issued
the necessary health certificates before they
leave the country. Flight arrangements can
take up to several months and can cost up to
$1,200. GRRSWEF relies heavily on donations
and sponsors to meet that cost.

Upon arrival here, the dogs are transported
to Angel Animal Hospital in North Naples for
a complete wellness check. Once cleared, they
are placed with families on the rescue waiting
list.

“Many communities throughout Southwest
Florida have weekly farmers markets,”
Dahlberg said, “and the same is true about
towns and cities in South Korea. The differ-
ence, however, is that dogs and dog meat are
available in the overseas venues. The cruelty
imparted on these helpless pups is beyond
written description.” His hope is that through
social media and the ease of international
travel, “the next generation of South Koreans
realize that this practice no longer has a place
in the 21st century.”

GRRSWEF rescue president, Alesia Griffith,
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of Estero, Florida, said that, thanks to their
sponsors and donors, they have not denied
any Golden or Golden mix from Florida or
Korea. “Our mission is the same for dogs we
rescue locally and our Korean dogs: finding
exceptional homes for exceptional Golden
Retrievers and Golden mixes.”

—Nona Kilgore Bauer,

nona@nonabauer.com

Golden Retriever Club of America

English Setters
THE WHOLE PICTURE
Facebook and other digital media have been
a boon to dog owners and breeders in many
ways. We can have immediate results from dog
shows, instant win photos, and even watch some
shows live. (Not to mention all of the wonderful
puppy pictures and other fun photos of our
English Setters that are shared.) But the digital
era also has drawbacks. For instance, it’s done
nothing to halt the spread of that old-time dog
lovers’ curse: kennel blindness.

Kennel blindness, for those of you new to
the sport of showing dogs, makes someone
incapable of seeing the faults in their own
dogs—though it can heighten the ability to see
faults in everyone else’s dogs. It occurs in
every breed and just about every dog owner
and breeder falls victim to it sooner or later.

Gustav Muss-Arnolt
"Black and White English Setter"
(1923)
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Most people recover, but some never do. They
go through life happily believing that their
dogs are perfect. They believe that the breed
standard describes them exactly. And any time
they lose in the ring, it must be due to politics
or the nearsightedness of the judge. Kennel
blindness is one of the reasons why dog shows
are important so we can get relatively objec-
tive feedback about our dogs.

You can usually tell when someone has a
case of kennel blindness. These are the folks
who always speak up and say, “Oh, my special
has a perfect layback. Here’s a picture.” Or,
“My puppy has a gorgeous front. Here’s a pic-
ture.” And the ever-popular, “Here’s a picture
of my dog moving,” though it’s hard to tell
much about a moving dog from a still photo.

None of this is said to discourage anyone
from posting pictures of their dogs or pointing
out their good points. I had my own proud
moment in the sun years ago when a judge
gave my English Setter bitch Best of Breed
and told every other exhibitor to come feel her
layback because it was “perfect” and they
should be breeding for it. I'm sure they were
all thrilled. 1 still have the win photo up on my
wall. But my dog wasn’t perfect, as much as |
loved her. Her head really needed improve-
ment, for example.

Kennel blindness does disappear for most
people, especially after you have a few litters.
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powder, and keeping an aloe vera plant to
safely help heal cuts.

| find that cheap polar-fleece remnants make
for lots of hacks—they make easy washable
bedding, cut into strips and braided they make
great tug-toys, and they are great for car and
hotel travel.

Squeegees, rubber gloves, and lint brushes
make for great hair cleanup. Binder clips are
useful for many things beyond paper. And who
among us has not used a leash for something
other than leading a dog?

Plastic-bottle toys and waterers can be safely
created; you can find 101 things to do with a
box; and the apple cider vinegar, cornmeal,
dryer sheets, old towels, garbage bags, and pil-
lowcases get put to good use.

Our Field Spaniels (and other drop-eared
breeds) are known for their food and water
habits, and so we use everything from having
them wear hair scrunchies and snoods to
anchoring deep water bowls with cement
blocks to aid with those issues. My vehicle and
bags are always host to loop-leashes, dog
treats, and plastic bags that can be handy in
emergencies.

What “doghacks” help you on the road and
in the kennel? We are always on the lookout to
improve this grand life with dogs ...

The next time you come up with a creative
canine hack or notice something new at the

shows, e-mail me, and we’ll share in a future
column!
—Shannon Rodgers
shannontrodgers@gmail.com
Field Spaniel Society of America

Irish Water Spaniels

Dan Sayers wrote the following for this
column in 2010, and the message so elo-

quently put forth is unfortunately as needed

now as it was then.

BREED RESCUE

During a lunch with coworkers the other day,
our receptionist indicated that she and her
fiancé were discussing the possible addition of
a puppy to their new family. Barbara’s family
had Goldens growing up, and she wanted her
first very own dog to be one of these extraordi-
narily companionable Retrievers.

My thought upon hearing this was that hers
was an informed decision, since she was
already experienced with the breed and its
social, physical, and grooming requirements.
Of all the dogs available to her, this outgoing
young lady would be hard-pressed to find a
more suitable companion (other than her
soon-to-be husband, of course).

So | was somewhat perplexed by the response
from a few of the people sitting at the lunch
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After you watch that video, please start
thinking about this: I am suggesting an
additional microchip protocol. My suggestion
is that for, especially, low-volume breeds and
vulnerable breeds—both designations for
Sussex—the AKC Reunite make a small
addition. Can we not add a certain
combination of letters to all our new
microchip numbers? Perhaps “PB” for
Preservation Breed?

If a dog with a PB in its registered microchip
is scanned in a lost or shelter or vet situation,
we could publicize and stress that a dog with
this designation that is intact should never be
neutered or put to sleep without proof that the
person presenting the dog is the actual owner.
If the owner cannot be found, could the breed
club then be called? So many purebred dogs
have been stolen (in one way or another) and
destroyed or neutered in the last few years.

Much publicity would need to be done to
educate vets and shelters and Reunite tele-
phone people to this. The telephone people
would have to be very much up to the mark.

Could this be a way to help preservation
breeders? We are good people and to many,
breeders are now considered evil. We need to
change this perspective.

—NMarcia Deugan,

ZIYADAHreg@aol.com

Sussex Spaniel Club of America

Welsh Springer Spaniels
WSSCA 60TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2021
he Welsh Springer Spaniel Club of
America will celebrate its 60th
anniversary in 2021. We are gearing up for a
celebration of the club and its beginnings at
our national specialty in May of next year.

It was on Tax Day of 1961 that a letter was
sent to WSS fanciers in the United States by
James P. Parker. He suggested meeting to
begin the formation of a club to be known as
the Welsh Springer Spaniel Club of America.
That first meeting took place in October of
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With 84 entries, Welsh
Springers made a wonder-
ful showing at the Ameri-
can Spaniel Club event in
Knoxville, Tennessee, Jan-
uary 10-12. Shown are just
a portion of the Welshies
and their folks who gath-
ered for an informal group
shot on Saturday. Some
milling-about of people and
dogs was required in
achieving the final arrange-
ment for the photo, and
WSSCA columnist Wendy
Jordan gallantly stepped
forward to entertain the
troops with a few rounds of
charades while all waited
for the photographer.

COURTESY WENDY JORDAN
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of cerebellar ataxia. One pup went to a
canine nutritionist whose advice was very con-
firming of what we were doing. Whew!

But the nature piece was such a big black
box, despite the genetic primers available—
thank you, Dr. Claudia Orlandi, and others.
The breeders of Pearl’s parents were very
helpful, but cold calls about the grandsires to
Italian strangers were just not done or even
feasible, given the language or cultural barri-
ers involved. And *“pedigree incorrectness” for
imported dogs was treated to mythic status in
those days, when many an after-event discus-
sion turned to someone’s humorous or frus-
trating trip to various Italian kennels, of dogs
misrepresented or allegedly switched after pur-
chase. The stories reminded me of The Prisoner
of Second Avenue and lent strong cachet status to
the tellers. We did our best with little depth.

Fortunately, modern genetic studies are com-
ing at speed now. They tell us that for most
uncommon breeds, the peak of genetic nar-
rowness in the modern era were the 1980s and
'90s, though there are many areas of intense
genetic narrowness and disease. \We now can
compare the dog genome generally to that of
wolves and debate how near or far these two
worlds are from each other. We can take com-
fort in our test for cerebellar ataxia. And we
can read about gene-altering techniques that
create new mosquito lines blocked from carry-

ing malaria. However, we are still a long way
away from specific genetic guidance for breed-
ers who hope for line breakthroughs in cancer,
epilepsy, or fertility soon.

Today, there are research programs specific
to our Spinoni underway right now. When the

results come, surely some of the break-
throughs will be spectacular. And I look at
Pearl, see her glorious variations, remember
the road we have traveled, and worry what
will happen when we know more than we’re
bargaining for.
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When we learn how to specify the genes we
want in these special dogs, will we have the
wisdom of restraint, as well? —Dan Graff, 2016

Spinone Club of America

Vizslas
VERSATILE DOGS NEED A VERSATILE
FIRST AID KIT
herever you go with your Vizslas, a first
aid kit is a good thing to bring along.
Our active, versatile dogs occasionally need
their owners to attend to scrapes, cuts, bumps,
irritated eyes, sore feet, and other effects of
their escapades.

Over the years, our household’s separate
human and canine first aid kits have evolved
into one all-purpose kit. Although you can buy
first aid kits that are advertised as containing
everything you need, the standard kits don’t
always have everything you need for canine
activities. Based on our adventures with
Vizslas, following are some recommendations.

« Sterile saline solution. It’s great for cleaning
dogs’ eyes on a dusty, weedy day, and useful
for cleaning wounds.

* EMT gel. This helps close a wound to stop
bleeding, and then it helps seal out dirt. Some
people prefer surgical glue instead.

 Thermometers. These should be clearly
labeled, so you don’t confuse the dogs’ rectal

DAVID WOO ©AKC
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seem to do them any harm. After applying
Bag Balm, crate your dog so he doesn’t rub
the medicinal-smelling lanolin all over your
furniture and clothing. You can find it at farm-
supply stores.

Depending on how much experience you
have with first aid, and how far you are from
civilization, a good canine first aid book is
another handy item to have.

If you’re putting together a kit from scratch,
remember to also include gauze pads, disin-
fecting wipes, antibiotic ointment and rubber
gloves.

Depending on your dogs’ needs, your vet may
recommend specific medications to include in
your kit. Make sure these are clearly labeled,
including dosages and expiration dates; these
things may seem obvious on a sunny morning,
but for some reason emergencies like to happen
when it’s windy, rainy, or dark.

—Beth Nash,

nash@centurylink.net

Vizsla Club of America

Weimaraners

WHAT DO JUDGES THINK?

As a judge of Weimaraners and as a long-
time owner, | bring an insider’s view of

what it’s like to judge Weimaraners in confor-

mation. What do other judges think about judg-

ing our breed in the show ring?

The question intrigued me, and | set about
asking a few fellow judges about our breed. |
make no claim that what | found out is based
on a scientifically designed sample of opin-
ions. Rather, it’s just a compilation of several
conversations that produced recurring answers
to my question. Those of you who show your
Weimaraner in conformation may be surprised
about how we are viewed by people who judge
our breed.

I got a mix of comments about show handling
and overall reaction to judging the breed. Here
are a few comments about preparation of the
dogs.

Several judges mentioned the grooming that
they have experienced and specifically about the
cleanliness of the dog. They noted that there’s a
distinctly different feel of the newly washed coat
and one that hasn’t seen shampoo and water for
a while. Having a smooth-coated breed can lull
you into less than ideal standard of hygiene.

Also in the realm of grooming, the length of
toenails was mentioned by more than one judge.
“Some of the nails are long enough that the dog
could sit on a perch,” is one direct quote.

On a positive note, the general friendliness
and good nature of Weimaraners was greatly
appreciated.

Further comments about the dog touched on
the behavior and training for the show ring.

While no negative comments were made about
the antics of puppies, there was a hope that
older dogs were better socialized and trained to
allow for thorough evaluation on the exam.

Numerous comments were made about
common handling errors. The most frequently
mentioned was about the speed of gaiting.
The consensus was that Weimaraner handlers
seem to think “faster is always better.” Yes,
reach and drive are important to demonstrate
in the show ring, but every dog has an ideal
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speed. One specific example was given about
a dog that was beautiful at a slower, controlled
trot but couldn’t hold its topline at breakneck
speed.

Another tip for improved presentation,
specifically centered on free-stacking at the
end of an “out and back.“ When a handler
completes the “out and back,” stops in front of
the judge, and free-stacks their dog, the objec-
tive is to give the judge an overall impression
of the dog’s conformation. If you come in too
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close to the judge, that “big picture” view
doesn’t happen. Handlers coming in too close to
the judge only afford a good look at the top of
the head and back.

One comment that totally surprised me was
the handling error of showing the dog with its
tail “cranked up like a terrier.” Our standard
isn’t specific on the angle for presentation, but it
does say that the tail should be carried in a
manner expressing confidence. In other breeds,
that usually means a tail that is held at a “two
o’clock position,” and not at high noon.

There was universal agreement by the judges
that Weimaraners are not an easy breed to
show. They are big, strong dogs with a streak of
independence and insatiable curiosity. With all
those characteristics in one package it is an art
to get sustained cooperation. Whether it is the
buzz of an insect, a bit of fluff on the ground,
or the photographer in the next ring, most
Weimaraners find those things to be far more
interesting than giving the handler their undi-
vided attention.

Think of the last time you showed your
Weimaraner, and see if any of the observations
that | got from other judges apply to how you
show your dog. Hopefully these “inside” tips will
help you in the show ring.

—Carole Lee Richards,

zarasweimaraners@yahoo.com

Weimaraner Club of America

WORKING GROUP

Alaskan Malamutes

A BREEDER’S MIRACLE

Once in a while, in this life, we are
granted a miracle.

After all, when we breeders reach “a certain
age,” our responsibilities revolve around taking
care of the dogs we have: working on a title or
two for the younger ones, and making sure of
every comfort for our beloved seniors. We
watch at ringside as our friends fly around with
their lovely specials. We stay involved via social
media, thankful for its presence, as we offer
congratulations to joyous announcements, and
also reach out with hearts and empathy at the
loss of a wonderful dog, or the poignant news
of the loss of a friend within the fancy.

Especially when we live by ourselves, as | do,
without the blessing of adult children, it
becomes vital to stay involved in ways that are
important: For me, the daily dog-centered rou-
tine, staying involved in breed rescue, and tak-
ing up pen and brush again, after many years,
to create portraits of dogs and horses and
recapture the challenge and joy of finding the
mind and hand can still work as one.

But there is still a gap that only one thing can
fill. Only one thing can stop seeing the march
of generations move ever further to the right in
descendants’ pedigrees. Only one dream: to see
one’s own bloodline in the ring again. To gaze
into a youngster’s eyes and see the eyes of the

Two female pups from the “miracle litter”

finest dog you ever bred; to hold that perfect
puppy in your hands and see the wisdom of an
old soul, a deep intellect, reflected in eyes full of
energy and life.

Suddenly, a miracle

This past fall, news from close friend and fel-
low AMCA member Jay Van Zandt and wife
Ilka Wagner-Van Zandt, DVM, stopped me in
my tracks and rolled back the clock of my life.
Esteemed fertility specialist Reto Fritsch, DVM,
of the Ward Animal Hospital, in Nacogdoches,
Texas, had achieved a pregnancy in the lovely
young GCh. Shekinah’s I Set Fire to the Reign,

AKC GAZETTE @ JANUARY 2020

PROPLAN

bred by Jay and owned by AMCA member
Janie Clement, from 27-year old frozen semen
of my Ch. Benchmark Captain Montague,
ROM. And what a pregnancy: Radiographs
showed at least six, and likely more, and this
past October 4, we welcomed eight healthy, vig-
orous puppies, three dogs and five bitches—
three carrying the seal and white of their sire,
and five the grey and white of their dam.

And so, in an instant, this breeder at age 73
has the opportunity she never dreamed possi-
ble: to be involved in this miracle litter, and
through pictures and video, see and hear them

COURTESY PHYLLIS HAMILTON
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and watch them grow almost as if they were
here with me, instead of almost 2,000 miles
away.

In this process, excitement has been tempered
by the ups and downs of emotion, of age and
health concerns on my part, and the balancing
of one’s history within the breed and the show
ring with the realities of day-to-day life. Thanks
to heartfelt discussion, voicing concerns as well
as ideas and lots of creative thinking, a wonder-
ful plan is taking shape to benefit everyone.

That’s why | want to share this process with
you, our readers, because it’s both very per-
sonal, and also a journey shared with many of
our dear friends in dogs who are looking aging
square in the face, and adjusting goals, balanc-
ing needs, and trimming an active lifestyle to
one a bit more focused in scope but rich with
enjoyment and sharing. Most of all, I hope it
will be relevant and helpful to many of you.

Of course, for us as breeders, the blissful
weeks fly by quickly, and I simply had to be
there for the litter’s first detailed evaluation at
seven weeks of age. And here’s where the logis-
tics began, because Texas is truly in a league of
its own in terms of the sheer size of the state, as
well as the driving distance from any commer-
cial airport to far-flung ranch country.

For me, though, Texas is a familiar and fondly
remembered place. In the 1970s, my illustra-
tion and writing career began at the Wichita

Falls Times & Record News, at the same time as
my obedience career with my Irish Setters. My
fellow competitors and | thought nothing of
leaving at 3 A.Mm., driving over 300 miles to a
show, and driving back again that same
evening. | came to love Texas, its history, cul-
ture, and people; its sheer size and contrasts of
geography, ecosystems, and the challenges of
its politics and economy.

A journey, complete with ego-adjustment

And so, in mid-November, | drove down to
Philadelphia and flew nonstop to Austin then
drove the last 80 miles to Hearne, a small
town close to College Station and the fabulous
Texas A&M University. Now, many of you,
like me, are expert deniers of our age and the
related quirks of daily life. And when we are
on a mission of excitement and full of energy,
we feel young again. We expect to run hun-
dreds of yards down the concourse, zip
through security, and on to our gate, a con-
summate blend of maturity and cool detach-
ment. Of course we do—until arthritis and
our pesky knees weigh in!

So, given all that, when did the concourses
become 5K runs, and a computer bag and
small carry-on suddenly weigh three times as
much as they did at home? This moment of
discovery created an instant ego adjustment, as
| was forced to admit | needed assistance—Ves,
via that dreaded word, “wheelchair.” But it was

manned by a terrific young man, full of energy
and plans for his education, and as he wrangled
his charge at top speed to her gate, we had a
great discussion of ideas for his future.

This newly discovered legion of hard-working
young men and women became my salvation at
each phase of my trip, propelling me between
airport gates, into elevators and to and from the
car rental area. They were all pleasant and gen-
erous in sharing their stories and career goals.

And finally arriving back at Philadelphia, it
was time for my final ego adjustment: needing
the kindness of airport staff to drive this writer
around the long-term parking lot because she
was so sure of her superior spatial ability that
she had found no need to record the section
and row in which she parked her car.

Inspiration for you, too

But the visit was wonderful and the litter is
outstanding, and there are two pick bitches
who are lifting my heart and giving me the
blessing of a brilliant new chapter in my life,
and | am fortunate to have a part in their
future. And equally wonderful, once spring is
here, accompanied by good friends, we plan a
road trip to bring a perfect companion boy or
girl home—to share my sofa and my life, a
youngster to be at my side for the rest of my
days as we watch those sisters in the spotlight,
carrying on their sire’s name!

If you, dear reader, are at this point in life

AKC GAZETTE @ JANUARY 2020

PROPLAN

and feel a bit left out of the sport you love, |
urge you to reconnect with those you trust in
your parent club and explore a co-ownership
or similar agreement, drawn up in writing and
in great detail, between all parties.

And just as importantly, create a specific
power of attorney with capable, dog-owning
friends who will be prepared to care for your
dogs should you become unable to. And last
but not least, use one of the wonderful serv-
ices which call you each day at a designated
time to make sure you’re all right—or if not,
to instantly contact your designated family
and friends to coordinate all arrangements
and guarantee the safety of your dogs and
other animals, at a moment’s notice.

One more thing, too: | have recently begun
to see a wonderful life coach—an expert coun-
selor and wise guide in her 50s who keeps my
spirits high and helps me navigate this inter-
esting and sometimes challenging road at this
point in my life. Most of all, she keeps me
aware of the wonderful people in my life and
the joy of doing the things that matter most as
I look forward to sharing my life with this mir-
acle litter.

Regardless of the breed we’re involved with,
we share the same passion in life: to see the
dogs we love and helped bring into this world,
and now share each moment with the next
generation of fanciers. And so our hearts soar
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Anatolians and how some of the breed traits
that make them excel as livestock guardians
also make them less-than-ideal show dogs.
Sometimes the most correct Anatolians don’t
want to be shown. We discussed how the judges
who truly know and appreciate the breed’s
characteristics are few and far between, but
how it’s always worth giving those judges an
entry.

| was talking to a friend in another breed and
asked her why I was still doing this when the
temptation to quit has never been stronger, and
she said she had the same question for herself
on Friday night as she bathed her dogs and
packed the van. She answered herself with the
response that she still loved showing dogs. At
the heart of it, she still loved the sport. There
was another little ripple in the pond of dog
showing when she said that. It buoyed me.

I stood ringside watching a breed I’'m not
familiar with and asked a longtime breeder-
judge to mentor me, and he did. Another ripple
went out, a bump on the water. | got home last
night and opened up Facebook to see what |
had missed over the weekend, and | saw the
brags from all the people that come to Tuesday-
night dog class (if one of you is reading this,
thank you — know that you keep me going and
keep me sane), and | realized that as much as
I’'m tired and jaded, what | do does make a dif-
ference.

Keep trying. Every kind thing you do in dogs
means something to someone (conversely, every
spiteful thing does as well, so choose to be kind),
and enough small ripples can make a wave.

—Jo Lynne York,

Eboracumk9@yahoo.com

Anatolian Shepherd Dog Club of America

Bernese Mountain Dogs
TRAINING FOUNDATIONS FOR DOG
SPORTS

t is winter in North America now. Although

Bernese Mountain Dogs were born and bred
to enjoy the snow, some dog sports become a bit
more difficult in wintertime. Inclement weather
creates challenges in motivation and availability
of practice sites. We can take a cue from plants:
Winter is when plants roots grow and the plant
strengthens. Inclement weather brings chal-
lenges in access, yet there are many foundation
skills that can be practiced and deepened.

Hopefully you and your dog are fortunate to
have found a sport or two that is exciting. Yet is
your training exciting? Experimenting with dif-
ferent training patterns avoids boredom for you
or your dog.

Dogs endure many stressful situations to be
part of our lives. You can alleviate some of your
dog’s stress through training for attitude.
Conditioned Emotional Response (CER) is the
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dient.” All this in a confident dog who is
aware of everything and in control. The
Doberman was bred as a personal companion
and guard, therefore good temperament is
essential. —F.S.

Doberman Pinscher Club of America

German Pinschers
LIFE AFTER RETIREMENT
I n September last year | retired, after 40-
plus years in the workforce and 32 years at
my then-current place of work. It’s something
I looked forward to and prepared for. A part
of my retirement plan involves spending more
time with my dogs—more time training, more
time going for walks, and more time compet-
ing in sports we love. It also got me thinking
about how my dogs change as they age, and
what their retirement might look like.
German Pinschers generally live long,
healthy lives. They’re medium-sized dogs, and
they don’t have a lot of hereditary health
issues. One of my German Pinschers turned
12 last September. He’s a little slower than he
once was, he has a little gray on his muzzle
and his toes, but otherwise he looks much as
he always has. He loves food, doesn’t like rain,
and is eager to go for walks, to go tracking, to
take occasional trips, and to participate in
Barn Hunt trials.

German Pinscher
(1920s)

And yet, the reality is that he’s 12. He’ll turn
13 this year. And though | hope he’s around
for many more years, | also want him to be
healthy and happy during those years. | want
to provide him with mental and physical stimu-
lation without exposing him to injuries or over-
stressing him.

Fortunately, we live in a world where there
are plenty of options. If we want to keep com-

peting, there’s nosework, and in tracking

there’s the TDU (Tracking Dog Urban) option.

There are new lower-impact sports like treib-
ball, and tricks titles for dogs who just want to
have fun. There are exercises to help maintain
his balance and strength, and lots of toys and
games to keep him mentally stimulated. I can
work with my veterinarian to make sure his
diet is good and his health is monitored.
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Still, there will be a moment when | have to
decide whether to enter him in any more tri-
als, and whether to take him with me on long
car trips that involve overnights in hotels and
long days hanging out at a venue with the
stress of other dogs, noise, and competition.

Sometimes this moment is heartbreakingly
clear: an injury or illness happens that means
no more sports. Often, though, it’s a question
that arises gradually, with subtle changes in
the dog and how they’re feeling.

It helps, | think, to develop process goals
rather than outcome goals. Is my dog having
fun? How does he feel after a run?

My criteria for Blue are still evolving. They
include whether he’s in pain, whether he can
relax at a trial, whether he eats well and is
happy to take treats, and how he looks and
acts in the ring. His sports are primarily low-
impact sports, and my criteria, | hope, reflect
that. I may enter him less often on trial week-
ends before | retire him completely. I may only
enter him in trials that are within driving dis-
tance. | may take him to trials but just let him
enjoy the surrounding activity. | may try dif-
ferent options at different times and see how
he does.

| am fortunate to have a healthy, 12-year-old
dog, and I hope he is healthy for many more
years. And when he does finally retire from
travel and competition, |1 hope we get as much
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* attendance at prior presentations, and

» successful completion of the closed-book
tests on structure and the standard.

Once all requirements are met, a mentor
intern will be recommended to the MCOA
Board for approval. At the national specialty,
mentor interns are then required to:

» attend the standard, history, and hands-on
presentations,

* audit mentoring sessions, sitting side-by-
side with approved mentors and aspiring
judges; and

« conduct mentoring to aspiring judges while
being observed by one or more seasoned men-
tors.

The JEC feels the initial auditing by the
intern highlights JECs commitment to positive
mentoring. It is easy to point out faults but
much more helpful to new judges to hear the
positive aspects of the dogs they’re observing.
If a mentor desires to be more active, they are
encouraged to apply to become a presenter.
Applicants are required to present the official
standard to the membership at a national spe-
cialty. Approved presenters will observe and
evaluate their presentation. If the presentation
Is positive, the new presenter is moved into the
presentation rotation. If the presentation is
not effective, the mentor is given input for
improvement and is welcome to reapply.

MCOA AKC Judges Education Seminar Series

The JE presentation series is not static, but a
“living document” divided into three sections:
History, Standard, and Hands-On. Presenters
are cycled through all three sections based on
availability as equitably as possible. The
History was recently updated by re-organizing
it in chronological order, making it easier to
follow. Pictures in the standard are typically
deceased dogs, which are changed periodically
as better examples of the standard section
being discussed are identified. Some pictures
have been recently changed with others under
review.

The Hands-On exercise has been dramati-
cally revamped, now that approved regional
clubs hold regional specialties the day before
the national. With the inclusion of regional
specialties, the bitch class winners from the
regionals as well as Winners Dog/Bitch, Best
of Breed, and Best of Opposite Sex are
invited to attend the hands-on. All dog class
winners from the national continue to be
invited. Class winners are set up in a ring, and
aspiring judges are asked to walk around and
go over any dogs they want, given the han-
dlers’ agreement. All dogs are then moved and
excused. The eight to 10 dogs from the top 40
are then brought in, evaluated, and ranked
Best of Breed and Best of Opposite Sex. We
have received phenomenal feedback on the
new approach, as attendees can now see

Mastiffs from 6 months of age to Veterans.
The Matstiff is a giant breed, and the new
process gives judges a better overall under-
standing of our magnificent breed as well as
how they develop. While it is important to be
able to pick the right dog for Best of Breed, it
Is just as important to pick the right dog for
Winners. Aspiring judges leave us with a com-
prehensive overview of our breed, a printed
copy of the standard presentation, and a
pocket-card visualization.

It is important to draw attention to these
improvements to highlight the fact that semi-
nars seen in the past are very different from
what is currently being presented. So if you
haven’t attended recently, | invite you back. |
also would like to highlight that the informa-
tion you get from a trained mentor is much
more accurate than the information you may
get from a breeder or handler at a dog show.
To that end, the JEC is in the process of
developing guidelines for MCOA breeder-
members to assist with mentoring in geo-
graphical areas where approved mentors may
not be available

Summarily I would like to say that judges’
education is treated the same way we treat
breeding—~by always striving to improve our
procedures, processes, and materials. JEC is
looking for ways to enhance the program, so if
you are doing something that is working well
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for you, please, please, please, share it with me.
—Respectfully submitted,
Mary Lynn Speer,
kinsmenmastiffs@gmail.com
—Karen Cornelius,
klc@klcassociates.com
Mastiff Club of America

Neapolitan Mastiffs

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE

NEAPOLITAN MASTIFF

Following are some common questions
about the breed, and answers with discus-

sion.

I's there such a thing as *“too much” skin? If so, what
Is it?

The short answer is yes. The long answer is
how much is “too much” depends on func-
tionality and type.

With regard to the skin, there are two
equally important aspects:

1. The skin is supposed to be thick and
loosely attached.

2. The dog must be functional.

Properly thick skin feels thick. When you
touch the dog, for example feeling behind the
shoulders, you should feel heavy skin. The
Bloodhound also has loose skin, but it is a
thinner skin. The Mastino’s skin must not be
thin like that of a Bloodhound. The Mastino’s
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wrinkles are thick folds of skin. If you see a
crepe-y surface, it is because the skin is too thin.
Typically the skin is moves and is loose over

the whole dog, head and body. It may form
folds on the torso—for example, wrinkles may
appear behind the withers (formed by the dog
lifting his head), and there may be a fold over
the shoulder, or across the front, or along the
flank. You should see some hanging skin
below the abdomen. If the skin is correctly
thick, however, you typically won’t see little
crepe-y wrinkles all the way down the leg
below the elbow.

The dog must be functional. He has to be
able to move and to see. The standard says the
eyes are “almost hidden beneath drooping
upper lids.” Almost hidden; not completely hid-
den. And of course the eye itself, although
almost hidden, must be normal, not scratched
or cloudy, even though the standard doesn’t
specify this, but certainly this must also be true
for the Mastino, just as it is automatically true
for all healthy dogs.

Even the skin across the muzzle forms thick
wrinkles. Following the leadership of the Italian
Mastinari (true breed fans), we don’t count how
many wrinkles on the muzzle, nor do we count
the wrinkles over the body, nor do we feel “the
more, the better.” We do expect the wrinkles,
but they appear naturally; we don’t reward
quantity or require any specific measurement.

Neapolitan Mastiff
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What is important is that the skin be thick
and loosely attached, not thin or unattached!

How much is too much dewlap?

Lots of breeds have dewlaps, but other
breeds have much less of a dewlap than the
Neapolitan Mastiff’s, which is described as
being “a voluminous dewlap” and as such is
surely a feature of the breed.

If the skin is correctly thick and correctly
attached to the dog, the length of the dewlap
isn't particularly an issue. We don’t really
measure it, although it must be attached at the
muzzle and the chest.

The dewlap is correct when it is “divided,”
which will happen quite naturally when it is
correctly attached from the lower jaw to the
lower neck. “Divided” references the two par-
allel sides to the dewlap, coming from each
side of the muzzle. They hang down next to
each other and then blend into the neck

In some dogs, especially if the skin is thin
and overall too loosely attached, you might see
the dewlap hanging more straight down under
the jaw, instead of from both sides. If it’s not
correctly attached to the neck, the dewlap
hangs as a flat “flap” in front of the chest,
often swinging widely back and forth in front
of the dog’s chest as the dog moves. The prob-
lem in such a case is that the skin is thin and
the dewlap isn’t correctly attached, not that
the dewlap is too long.

COURTESY HOT DOG PHOTO
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financial need.

Turning aside from our standard brings
deviation that is dangerous. A perfect example
is some of the so-called Rottweilers in Europe
who look more like black and tan Boxers or
Bullmastiffs. Just because people will buy it
does not mean it is correct or right!

The breed standard is both our guide and
touchstone. We must return to it over and over
again, read and re-read it. As we mature in
our experience in the breed, we will have
deeper appreciation for certain clauses, and
perhaps even notice something we hadn’t
before. Being a fancier, competitor, a breeder,
and even a rescuer is a path that takes time
and an open mind to continual education and
staying the course that is a correct Rottweiler.
Accept, show, train, award, and breed nothing
less, and the rewards will be yours.

—lJill Kessler Miller,

Jillymillygsrc@gmail.com

American Rottweiler Club

Samoyeds

RESPONSIBLE BREEDERS: COMMITMENT

FOR THE DOG’S LIFETIME

I t all started when my daughter, Erin,
wanted a “sled dog” for her fourth birthday

(because she was enamored of sled dog movies

like Iron Will and Balto) ...

I've been a dog lover all my life, had always
had a dog growing up, but we had not had a
dog in the house as a family up to that point. |
did a little research into various sled dog
breeds. Malamutes were too big; Siberian
Huskies were smaller, but just as independent.
| had a daycare in the house at the time, so the
dog had to be good with kids. Samoyeds were
the answer. One of their original jobs in
Siberia, in addition to herding reindeer, was
“herding” the children and keeping their peo-
ple warm at night. I called a former boss who
| knew had raised Samoyeds at one point, and
he told me he had a 6-month-old male with
his sister-in-law’s family, and if | wanted him,
| could have him. For free. And so it began...

I had grown up with a black Lab. We also
had a Boxer at one point, a Saint Bernard,
and a menagerie of my Dad’s hunting dogs.
But this dog was different. He was like Nana
from Peter Pan. He adored “his” child. He slept
with Erin every night. We often found them
curled up together for naps. He was an old
soul from the beginning, gentle and easy with
the kids. Multiple kids perfected their walking
skills cruising across the house, hanging onto
Rollie’s fur.

I was hooked on the Samoyed breed—
because their connection to humans and their
desire to truly part of our pack was something
| had not seen before. We got involved in

Samoyed rescue, to help with Sammies who
ended up in shelters or who were owner-sur-
rendered. We were “failed fosters” twice,
adopting two of our older rescue girls. I've
heard it said that Sammies are like potato
chips, that “you can’t have just one.” Certainly
true in our case!

When my kids both went to school full-time
in 2000, I went back to college for a career
change. Seven years later | finished my Ph.D.
in English—and for a “Ph.D. completion” gift
for myself, 1 bought myself (what else?) a
puppy ... a Samoyed puppy. | found a
breeder, drove to Minnesota, and came home
with an 8-week-old baby. We named him Ray.
That was the beginning of showing and
breeding Samoyeds.

I got Ray with the possibility of showing
him. I bought all the equipment and started
taking him (and myself) to classes. | grew up
on a farm and had showed hogs in 4-H, but
this dog showing thing was new. There was a
steep learning curve—I was clueless in the
beginning, and | had a headstrong boy, but
eventually we figured it out.

Ray finished his AKC championship in
2009, and by then | was hooked on dog shows.
| found a wonderful circle of friends who
made it fun amidst the competition, | got to
show off my boy (whom | absolutely adore),
and occasionally we got to bring home some
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falsification or alteration of an official
AKC document and judging impropri-
eties (the judge himself/herself or com-
plicity with a judge). (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE

The Management Disciplinary
Committee has suspended the following
individuals for one year and imposed a
$1,000 fine, for non-compliance with
AKC’s record keeping and dog identifica-
tion requriements and the AKC’s Care
and Conditions policy (unacceptable con-
ditions, dogs and/or facility):

Effective October 15, 2019

Mr. John Heron (Sicklerville, NJ)
Siberian Huskies

Ms. Kimberly Wolff-Heron (Sicklerville,
NJ) Siberian Huskies

NOTICE

The AKC’s Management Disciplinary
Committee has suspended the following
individuals from all AKC privileges for
ten years and imposed a $2000 fine, for
conduct prejudicial to purebred dogs,
purebred dog events, or to the best inter-
ests of The American Kennel Club based
on their violation of the AKC’s Judicial or
Administrative Determination of
Inappropriate Treatment Policy:

Effective October 15, 2019

CZ

Mr. Dustin Young (Avoca, IA) Labrador
Retrievers

Effective November 11, 2019
Ms. Donna Keller Lee (Effingham, SC)
Multiple Breeds

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS

CHAPTER 11, Section 8-A — Dog Show
Entries, Conditions of Dogs Affecting
Eligibility

The AKC Board has endorsed the fol-
lowing amendment to CHAPTER 11,
Section 8-A, of the Rules Applying to Dog
Shows, based on a request by Staff to the
AKC Board. This will be voted on at the
March 10, 2020 Delegates Meeting.

CHAPTER 11

SECTION 8-A. The preceding portion
of this section is unchanged.

Any dog, that in the opinion of the
Event Committee attacks a person or dog
at an AKC event and is believed by that
Event Committee to present a hazard to
persons or other dogs, shall be disquali-
fied by the Event Committee pursuant to
this section, a report shall be filed with
the Executive Secretary of The American
Kennel Club. The disqualified dog may
not again compete at any AKC event nor
be on the grounds of an AKC event
unless and until, following application for

reinstatement by the owner to the
American Kennel Club, the owner
receives official notification in writing
from the AKC that the dog’s eligibility has
been reinstated.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS

CHAPTER 9, Section 2 -
Superintendents and Show Secretaries

The AKC Board has endorsed the fol-
lowing amendment to CHAPTER 9,
Section 2, of the Rules Applying to Dog
Shows, based on a request by Staff to the
AKC Board. This will be voted on at the
March 10, 2020 Delegates Meeting.

CHAPTER 9

SECTION 2. Any qualified person may
make application to The American
Kennel Club for approval to act as Show
Secretary of a dog show. There is no limit
on the number of Specialty Shows for
which an individual may be approved
Show Secretary. An individual shall be
approved as Show Secretary for the show
or shows of only one group or one all-
breed club and any group or all-breed
show held on the same day and site of the

club and events held the same day and
site with the club in a calendar year.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS

CHAPTER 14, Section 5 — Measuring,
Weighing and Color Determinations When
Factors of Disqualification in Breed
Standards or Eligibility Under the
Conditions of a Class or Division of a
Class Cancellation of Awards

The AKC Board has endorsed the fol-
lowing amendment to CHAPTER 14,
Section 5, of the Rules Applying to Dog
Shows, based on a proposal by the
Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee.
This will be voted on at the March 10,
2020 Delegates Meeting.

CHAPTER 14

SECTION 5. Event Committees shall be
responsible for providing suitable equip-
ment meeting all AKC requirements for
determining eligibility with respect to
height and weight at every show. Event
Committees may delegate this responsibil-
ity to Superintendents/Show Secretaries.
All-breed shows shall be required to have
at least one complete set of wickets (two

club in a calendar year. An individual
must hold a license from The American
Kennel Club as Superintendent in order
to be approved as Superintendent for
more than one group or one all-breed
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sets for shows with entries of 1,000 or
more) and at least one digital scale with a
platform of sufficient size to safely accom-
modate all weighable breeds. A certified
and stamped weight is also required.
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Piedmont Kennel Club, Inc.—Dean Bur-
well

Plum Creek Kennel Club of Colorado—
William E. Ellis

Port Chester Obedience Training Club,
Inc.—Kathy Gregory

Portuguese Water Dog Club of America,
Inc.—Robin Burmeister

Puyallup Valley Dog Fanciers, Inc.—
Frances Stephens

Pyrenean Shepherd Club of America—
Mrs. Nancy-Lee H. Coombs

Queen City Dog Training Club, Inc.—
Erica Behnke

Ramapo Kennel Club—IJeffrey D. Ball
Redwood Empire Kennel Club—Johnny
Shoemaker

Reno Kennel Club—Ms. Vicky Cook
Richmond Dog Fanciers Club, Inc.—Jan
R. Gladstone

Roanoke Kennel Club, Inc.—William L.
Totten 111

Rockford-Freeport Illinois Kennel Club—
Barbara L. Burns

Rogue Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Paul
Bodeving

Rubber City Kennel Club—Cathy Gaidos
Sahuaro State Kennel Club—Rita L.
Mather

Salisbury Maryland Kennel Club—Karen
Cottingham

Salisbury North Carolina Kennel Club—
Bob Bushy

CZ

Samoyed Club of America, Inc.—Mr. John
L. Ronald

San Antonio Kennel Club, Inc.—Nancy J.
Shaw

San Gabriel Valley Kennel Club—Anthony
Vasquez

Santa Ana Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Keith
Hicks

Santa Clara Valley Kennel Club, INC.—Mr.
David J. Peat

Saw Mill River Kennel Club, Inc.—Mimi
Winkler

Schipperke Club of America, Inc.—Betty Jo
Patrick

Scottish Terrier Club of America—Helen A.

Prince

Scottsdale Dog Fanciers Association,
Inc.—Dr. Dawn Schroeder

Shenandoah Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—
Sharyn Y. Hutchens

Shoreline Dog Fanciers Association of Or-
ange County—Susan L. Hamil

Siberian Husky Club of America, Inc.—
Ann M. Cook

Skye Terrier Club of America—Mr. Stephen
P. Hersey

Skyline Kennel Club, Inc.—Gloria Shaver
Soft Coated Wheaten Terrier Club of
America—Robert Bergman

Somerset Hills Kennel Club—Harvey Gold-
berg

South Hills Kennel Club—Raymond P. Har-
rington

South Shore Kennel Club, Inc.—Linda C.
Flynn

South Windsor Kennel Club—Mrs. Laurie
Maulucci

Southeast Arkansas Kennel Club—Ricky
Adams

Southeastern lowa Kennel Club—Marilyn
R. Vinson

Southern Adirondack Dog Club, Inc.—
John V. loia

Southern Oregon Kennel Club—Warren
Cook

Space Coast Kennel Club of Palm Bay—
Glenda Stephenson

Spinone Club of America—Karen Luckey
Springfield Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. Thomas
M. Davies

St. Croix Valley Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs.
Deborah J. Wilkins

St. Joseph Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. Frances
H. Colonna

Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club of Amer-
ica—Amy J. Schwoeble

Staffordshire Terrier Club of America—
Jeannette O’Hanlon

Standard Schnauzer Club of America—Dr.
Harvey Mohrenweiser

Steel City Kennel Club, Inc.—Miss Susan
M. Napady

Suffolk County Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr.
Robert Eisele

Sun Maid Kennel Club of Fresno, Inc.—
Marcy L. Zingler
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Superstition Kennel Club, Inc.—Nancy Per-
rell

Susque-Nango Kennel Club, Inc.—Laura
Trainor

Sussex Hills Kennel Club, Inc.—Mrs. Flo-
rence Duggan

Tampa Bay Kennel Club—Mary Stolz
Tennessee Valley Kennel Club—Mrs.
Richella M. Veatch

Terry-All Kennel Club, Inc.—Ms. Sonja J.
Ostrom

Texas Kennel Club, Inc.—Dr. Michael
Knight

Town and Country Kennel Club, Inc.—
Aubrey Nash

Trap Falls Kennel Club, Inc.—Christopher
L. Sweetwood

Trenton Kennel Club, Inc.—Karen Gunzel
Trinity Valley Kennel Club—Debby Fowler
Troy Kennel Club, Inc.—Mr. Donald S.
Gillett

Tualatin Kennel Club, Inc.—James S. Cor-
bett

Tucson Kennel Club—Dr. Kenneth H. Levi-
son

United States Australian Shepherd Associ-
ation—1Jeff Margeson

United States Kerry Blue Terrier Club,
Inc.—Mr. Carl C. Ashby, I11

United States Lakeland Terrier Club—
Maria Sacco

United States Neapolitan Mastiff Club—
Ms. Margaret R. Wolfe
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Chris Reed, Port Allen, Louisiana, to rep-
resent Giant Schnauzer Club of America
Joanne Wilds, Chesapeake, Virginia, to
represent Miniature Pinscher Club of
America

The following Delegates, who were
attending their first meeting since
approval were introduced from the floor:

Alyson Casper to represent Nova Scotia
Duck Tolling Retriever Club, USA
Christine Cone to represent Kanadasaga
Kennel Club

Chris Reed to represent Giant Schnauzer
Club of America

Loretta ‘Sandie’ Friend to represent
Virginia Kennel Club

Joanne Wilds to represent Miniature
Pinscher Club of America

The minutes of the September 10, 2019
Delegates Meeting were published in the
online Gazette and the complete tran-
script is posted on the delegate's portal
on AKC's website. There were no correc-
tions and the minutes were adopted as
published.

Mr. Sprung advised that the Chairman's
report would be distributed to all dele-
gates via email following the meeting and
would be available on the Delegate Portal
and on AKC.org.

CZ

Mr. Sprung delivered the President's
Report as follows:

I'd like to congratulate everyone as we
join together celebrating America's
National Champion in Conformation,
Agility and Obedience. With over 11,000
entries, this is the largest dog event ever
held in the United States. Additional
good news to share is that litter registra-
tions are increasing for the fifth consecu-
tive year, and individual dog registration
is up for the sixth consecutive. The num-
ber of unique breeders continues to grow.
Aggregate entries through October are
plus 60,000. Together, we are on target to
achieve the highest number of entries in
AKC's 135-year history. Show breeders are
the pillars of our sports, and in support of
that AKC's Board of Directors designated
2020 as the Year of the Breeder. | am
happy to announce that we will offer a
free litter registration to the winner of
Best Bred-by at every All Breed and
Group show and each Parent Club's
national specialty. In October | emailed
to the delegate body research on All-
Breed shows, and last month shared with
each of you a report about our public
relations initiatives which keeps enhanc-
ing our brand and reputation. I'll con-
tinue to provide you with ongoing infor-
mation. On December 2nd the social
media department reached their goal of

300,000 Instagram followers. This huge
growth enables more conversations, edu-
cation and engagement with fanciers and
the dog loving public. We are experienc-
ing ongoing success with our educational
outreach on many fronts.

Mr. Sprung called on Ashley Jacot,
Director of Education, to deliver a pres-
entation on two current Education initia-
tives.

Ms. Jacot: Thank you so much so having
me here today. I'm really looking forward
to telling you about two of the many ini-
tiatives that education uses to share our
mission. William Butler Yeats once said
that "Education is not the filling of a pail,
but the lighting of a fire." | was a class-
room teacher for several years before
working for the American Kennel Club
and I've seen the fire that's lit in children
when they learn something new. I've been
fortunate to see that again in my work
with the American Kennel Club. I've seen
children come to their very first dog show
as a part of our AKC Patch Program and
leave wanting to be a junior. I've seen
their parents meet a breed that they
never even new existed and ask how to
find a breeder in their area. We believe in
the power that our educational programs
have to bring people to purebred dogs,
and I'm really excited to share with you
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two of our initiatives. The mission of AKC
education is to bring dog fanciers, dog
owners and the general public quality
education about purebred dogs, the sport
of purebred dogs, and the ongoing
importance of the relationship between
people and canines. It's that relationship
and our commitment to it that connects
us all. The first initiative I'd like to talk to
you about today is AKC Math Agility. AKC
Math Agility is a mobile app that was
launched on December 9, 2019. It's
aimed at children five to eight and it fea-
tures math facts in addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division. It introduces
children to up to 60 breeds and the sport
of agility. Its purpose is to be designed as
an educational tool that will introduce a
new audience to purebred dogs and the
sport of purebred dogs. So why a chil-
dren's app? Fifty-two percent of mobile
app users under the age of 18 are ages
five through eight, and nine out of ten
parents believe that educational apps will
play an important role in their children's
learning. It's a great way to reach an audi-
ence that's very important to us. Little 10
Robot made this app for us. They were
founded in 2017, and they have created
many learning apps for children. In addi-
tion to their library they've also created
apps for the Walt Disney Company. As of
August 2019, Little 10 Robot's apps have






SECRETARY 'S PAGES

provide us an opportunity to combat the
negative message that animal rights
groups spread in schools and in our com-
munities. And they provide us an oppor-
tunity to make an impact on children and
their families and share with them the
value that purebred dogs bring to their
lives. Thank you so much for your time
today. Please feel free to reach out to me,
and also please feel free to grab an AKC
Math Agility flyer when you turn in your
registration badge. Thanks so much.

Mr. Sprung: Thank you, Ashley. The
Chair called on Joe Baffuto, Chief
Financial Officer to give the Financial
Report.

Mr. Baffuto: Good morning Everyone!
Thank you very much for joining us here
today amidst the celebration of events
that comprise the AKC National
Championship presented by Royal Canin!
Before we continue to enjoy in all the fes-
tivities with such great people and most
especially the wonderful dogs from all
around the world — | am here to provide
you with unaudited standalone financial
results of The American Kennel Club
through October 31, 2019.

Taking a macro review, I’ll begin with our
year to date revenues and expenses.
Through our most recent month-end

closing, we have recorded nearly $65.0
million dollars in Total Revenue and
$60.7 million dollars in Total Expenses,
for an Operating Income of almost $4.3
million dollars. In comparison to our
prior year audited results where we recog-
nized $62.0 million dollars in Revenue
with $62.4 million dollars in Expenses for
an operating loss of just under $500,000
dollars.

A key headline to specifically showcase is
that our total year to date revenue com-
parison presents an overall increase of
$3.0 million dollars or 4.8% from that of
October 31, 2018. Let’s discover where
our finest successes have been.

Core Registration Volumes through
October 31. We have registered grand
totals of 215,000 litters and 499,000 dogs
over 10 months this year. Our litter vol-
ume has increased by 3% from 209,000 in
2018, while our dog registrations have
risen by 1.5% from 492,000 at October
31, 2018. We continue to remain opti-
mistic in our objectives and as we
approach the remaining two months of
the fiscal year, our ambitious goals
remain to exceed milestones of 250,000
litters and 580,000 dogs which both
would mark improvement over the 2018
year.

Let's measure our Major Revenue Sources
and their increases year over year.

Registration related items. Specifically,
Dogs. We have recorded an additional
$482,000 in revenue this year which is a
3.2% increase from 2018. Our Litter
Revenue increase of $287,000 dollars
reflects an even better growth at 4%. Reg
Transfers have garnered an additional
14% or $193,000 dollars above last year.
Pedigrees also have displayed a modest
2% increase which has equaled $87,000
dollars of additional revenue. Outside of
Registrations, our next largest areas of
revenue increases include a number of
various programs throughout the organi-
zation: AKC.TV year-to-date has produced
added revenue of $614,000 dollars which
we expect to positively continue through
the end of our fiscal year. Royalties &
Sponsors have generated an annual
increase in revenue of more than
$480,000 dollars supporting AKC pro-
grams. Our Ecommerce platform has
contributed an increase of $106,000 dol-
lars year over year, and our Marketplace
program has increased $60,000 or 5%
above 2018 level. Next, we will focus our
analysis on the year’s success in our
Sports and Events programs.

Comparing year to date activities in
Sports and Events, there have been more
than 19,700 events representing a 5%
increase from the 2018 period. Our
events have recorded greater than 2.8
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C
million entries, which reflects a 2%
increase from last year. These successes
have directly reflected a 5% or $760,000
dollar increase to Revenue across all of
our Sports and Events. Congratulations to
everyone involved!!
Let’s next measure the cost side of the
equation. Through October 31, 2019 our
total expenses have declined by $1.8 mil-
lion dollars or 3% as compared to the ten
months of 2018.
In reviewing our Expense fluctuations
year over year, we note Payroll and
Benefits have declined by $468,000 dol-
lars this notwithstanding a minor 2%
increase in Headcount from 2018.
Monies spent on Consultants have
decreased by more than $1 million dol-
lars since our prior year. This is primarily
due to the relocation of both our AKC
headquarters and AKC Museum of The
Dog that took place during 2018. Our
AKC.TV program which is flourishing
tremendous growth during 2019 has
incurred increased costs of $825,000 dol-
lars this first full inaugural year.
Equipment and maintenance costs have
been controlled by $486,000 dollars or
40% as compared to last year. Postage
and supplies costs company-wide have
declined by greater than $385,000 over
the first ten months this year. Our year-to-
date contributions are comparatively
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