






EFFORTS TO LOWER THE OWNERSHIP THRESHOLD THAT DEFINES A BREEDER AS
COMMERCIAL HARM SMALL HOBBY BREEDERS, EXPAND STATESɠ BURDEN 

Anti-breeder/Animal extremist groups have clear goals for legislation and public policy: Either stop
purposeful dog breeding altogether, or make the oversight burden on regulated entities so significant that it
deters their activities. One means to their ends is the continued push for the enactment of new federal and
state laws that would lower the animal ownership thresholds to qualify a breeder as commercial, and remove
exemptions for conformation and sporting dog breeders. AKC believes expanding the number of regulated
breeders would not only unnecessarily burden a large number of hobby breeders with both exorbitant
licensing fees and commercial operational regulations, but would also result in significantly higher costs for
full regulatory enforcement.  

In addition to numerous state and local laws and regulations, USDA has regularly strengthened the federal
standards for humane care and treatment of dogs and other animals owned by those subject to the AWA.
AKC supports the strong enforcement of the AWA, as well as an increase in the personnel and capacity of
USDA to enforce the AWA.

Generally, laws do not regulate hobbies. However, if efforts at lowering
the thresholds for qualifications as a licensed "commercial" breeder are
successful, many small scale hobby breeders would be subject to
commercial-style licensing and regulation. 

As their name implies, hobby breeders keep and breed dogs as a hobby,
not for commercial purposes. The ranks of today’s hobby breeders are
filled with those who have dedicated decades of their lives to the
preservation of a particular breed of dog; and while they may compete
with their dogs in AKC events, their ultimate goal is producing
successive generations of healthy, capable dogs that preserve and reflect
their beloved breed’s look and type. Many hobby breeders conduct their
activities solely out of their homes and rarely make a profit.  

Currently, both federal and state laws reflect the policy that hobby breeders
have de minimis impacts on commerce. Some establish a minimum number of
breeding females dogs that a breeder must possess, along with actually selling
puppies from those females, as a threshold for qualification as a commercial
breeder. Others exempt hobby breeders altogether. This allows hobbyists,
including conformation show and performance/sporting dog breeders, to
continue pursuing their vocations with their dogs while ensuring commercial
actors are licensed and regulated appropriately.  

German Shorthaired Pointer
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RESPONSIBLE BREEDERS SEEK TO ADVANCE, IMPROVE, AND PRESERVE THEIR BREEDS

Dog breeders are continuously searching for new information, strategies, and tools they can use to produce
healthier dogs. It is an endless and constantly evolving pursuit. Breeders want to produce dogs that are
sound in mind and body. They want to breed dogs that are true to type and able to do the job they were
bred to do. They want their dogs to bring joy to the families who take them into their homes.

Todayɠs dog breeders live at a time when substantial resources are available to help them. There are
phenotypic, diagnostic, and genetic tests, canine health databases to record test results, and foundations
dedicated to improving canine health. Working in partnership with breeders and other stakeholders, these
groups stand ready to share their extensive resources, launch and oversee scientific studies, and offer
genetic counseling and expert referrals when appropriate. All of these tools can be utilized to help
breeders select toward healthier dogs and away from genetic diseases.

Recognizing the need for canine-specific health research, AKC
launched the Canine Health Foundation (AKC CHF) in 1995 with
a million dollar donation. Since then, AKC CHF has provided
more than $67.5 million for more than 1,100 research and
education grants, resulting in more than 950 peer-reviewed
publications of study results.

By working with AKC CHF and the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA), AKC national ɢparentɣ
breed clubs have been able to offer guidance to their members about the genetic screenings that are
appropriate for dogs of their breed. AKC CHF and OFA established the Canine Health Information Center
(CHIC), an open data base that publishes the testing results of dogs that meet all parent club required
protocols. The CHIC open database is available for breeders to help them make informed breeding
decisions.  

CHIC has also established a DNA bank for all breeds to make DNA samples available
to researchers with qualifying grants and studies as well as to breeders and owners
when new genetic tests become available.

The close relationship and collaboration between AKC and the individual AKC
parent breed clubs, OFA, and the AKC CHF has conveyed a priceless benefit to
American dog breeders; producing and maintaining resources that earlier breeders
could only dream of. 
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Successful collaborations are common across many breeds. For example, the Golden Retriever
Foundationɠs Lifetime Study, which was launched in 2012, is gathering information on more than 3,000
Golden Retrievers, throughout their lives, to identify the nutritional, environmental, lifestyle, and
genetic risk factors for cancer and other major diseases. According to the Morris Animal Foundation,
which is managing the study, at least 10 research teams across the world had data and samples shared
with them, and an online platform was launched in 2019 that shares study data with other interested
scientists worldwide. This work provides the foundation for prospective studies to increase the
understanding of disease correlations not just in Golden Retrievers but in all dogs, and is the most
extensive investigation of its kind ever undertaken in veterinary medicine.  

vi
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http://www.akcppb.org/


Champions legislative reform that incentivizes domestic breeders to produce dogs for detection
work.  
Advocates for improved government transparency about sources, training, and standards for
detection dogs.  
Holds the AKC National Detection Dog Conference and conducts other outreach to bring together
stakeholders and educates breeders and trainers for these highly-trained dogs. 
Provides assistance to breeders and puppy raisers in an effort to increase the supply of explosive
detection dogs through the AKC Patriotic Puppy Program.  

Specifically, the Task Force:
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ADDRESSING BREEDER HARASSMENT

AKC has become aware of instances of animal extremists targeting individual dog breeders with
harassment, slander, or retaliation related to participation in the politcal process, including testifying at
legislative hearings or working on legislation. The AKC’s Task Force on Anti-Breeder Harassment and
Retaliation tracks cases of breeder harassment, conveys information to potential future targets, and
provides resources to help those who suspect they are being targeted, along with tips on how to avoid
becoming a target in the first place.
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BREEDERS HELP AMERICAɠS DEFENSES

Sadly, homegrown terrorism and mass shootings have become everyday news in the United States. As a
result, the demand for explosives detection dogs as a deterrent against such crimes is on the increase
with one major problem: there are not enough U.S.-bred detection dogs to meet the growing need.

Approximately 80-to-90% of the explosives detection dogs in the U.S.—whether they work in law
enforcement, private security, or government—are sourced from overseas. Sourcing for this crucial
national security resource is not secure, because other countries also face their own terrorism threats,
pandemics, or geopolitical disturbances that reduce the number of dogs available for U.S. national
security and public safety. Increasingly, the U.S. must rely on high-quality, American-bred, -raised, and  
-trained dogs to protect our national and public security. 

The AKC Detection Dog Task Force (DDTF) was established in 2016 to
help address this issue and encourage the breeding and development
of homegrown hero dogs that can achieve the rigorous standards
necessary to be explosives detection dogs. The DDTF works with
experts from academia, government/public policy, military, law
enforcement, dog training, and breeding to create multi-faceted
solution to address the shortage of U.S. detection dogs. 

We invite you to learn more about these programs at
 http://www.akc.org/edc or contact detectiondog@akc.org 

http://www.akc.org/akc-detection-task-force
http://www.akc.org/akc-detection-task-force
mailto:detectiondog@akc.org




As relevant, a sufficient number of staff must be provided to carry out appropriate levels of care
and conditions for the number of dogs kept. 
Facility and primary enclosures should be clean, free from debris and odor, and feces should be
picked up and disposed of as frequently as necessary so as not to pose a threat to the health of the
dog(s). 
Each kennel should maintain an emergency preparedness plan adequate for the type of facility
owned and breed(s) of dogs maintained therein.

Operations

The above is in addition to the policy adopted by the AKC Board in July 1990 to notify federal, state, or
local agencies of unsanitary and/or unhealthy conditions found by AKC Inspectors during inspection of
kennels; that USDA APHIS will be notified when such conditions prevail at kennels regulated by that
department under the provisions of the U.S. Animal Welfare Act; and that other state/local
governmental or humane agencies will be notified when such conditions are observed at kennels not
regulated by federal law. 

In instances when dog(s) are found in conditions that place them in
immediate danger, the inspector will immediately notify agencies with
jurisdiction regarding the danger to the dogs. 

During the course of an inspection, if an AKC Inspector determines that an
individual is not maintaining his/her dogs or facility in a manner that is
compliant with the AKC’s Care and Conditions of Dogs Policy, the
individual’s AKC privileges may be placed on temporary referral. The
individual will be notified, in writing, of specific deficiencies and what
steps need to be taken to come into compliance with the Care and
Conditions of Dogs Policy. The individual shall be given 45 days to correct
deficiencies and request a re-inspection. In cases where deficiencies are
not corrected or reinspections are not requested, AKC may proceed with
disciplinary action leading to suspension of all AKC privileges.

ϥrish Wolfhound

AKC KENNEL INSPECTIONS HELP ENSURE PROPER CARE

The American Kennel Club is the only all-breed dog registry in the United States with an ongoing
routine kennel inspection program. AKC has a dedicated team of experts who visit kennels to educate
breeders who register with AKC, while ensuring the proper care and conditions of dogs and verify that
breeders are maintaining accurate records for their dogs. The AKC Kennel Inspections Program is a
successful tool in promoting responsible dog ownership and breeding. The AKC’s Care and Conditions
of Dogs policy, along with recordkeeping and identification requirements, is the cornerstone of AKC’s
Inspections program and makes clear that AKC will not tolerate substandard treatment of dogs.

Since 2000, AKC has conducted approximately 80,000 inspections throughout the United States. AKC’s
inspection protocol applies equally to all breeders who register their days with AKC.

The Numbers
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AKC conducts inspections of breeders who register litters with AKC to ensure that care and conditions
of the dogs and the facility in which they are housed are in compliance with AKC’s extensive Care and
Conditions of Dogs Policy and to review records in order to maintain the integrity of its registry. As a
private organization, AKC cannot conduct inspections of breeders who do not use our services. 

Purpose of Inspection

The registrant’s individual dog ownership records, breeding records, and litter records are also reviewed to
make certain that the registration applications that have been received from the breeder are properly
supported. DNA samples may also be taken to check parentage of the dogs on site and ensure the integrity of
the AKC registry.

AKC’s Executive Field Staff educate registrants about AKC’s Care and Conditions of Dogs Policy, its
record-keeping and dog identification requirements, and other AKC programs. 

If the inspection determines that the breeder needs to make improvements to their recordkeeping and
dog identification practices, the breeder is provided with information and recommendations on how to
make improvements so they can achieve compliance

Education

SEPTEMBER 2023BREEDER LAWS AND REGULATIONS

During an inspection, the care and conditions of
dogs and the facility in which they are housed are
examined. This includes ensuring that dogs have
access to adequate food and water, are in good
physical condition, and have access to daily
exercise. Dogs must also be supplied with daily
positive human contact and socialization. AKC
also makes certain that the facility is constructed
in such a way as to maintain the safety of the
dogs, and that it is clean and of a sufficient size
so that overcrowding does not exist.  

AKC believes the use of ɢteachable momentsɣ during
inspections helps ensure compliance with AKC and

public policy regulations and promotes regulatory and
enforcement efficiency.

If an individual fails to consent to an inspection or fails to correct areas identified as needing
improvement during an inspection, AKC will suspend the individual’s ability to use AKC registration
services and/or compete in AKC events. Typically, a suspension also includes a fine. AKC privileges will
only be reinstated after an inspection is conducted to confirm that the breeder is in compliance with
AKC’s rules and policies. If unsanitary and/or unhealthy conditions are found during the inspection, proper
federal, state, and local agencies will be notified.  Anyone convicted of animal cruelty may not use AKC’s
services.  

Enforcement
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auction sale subject to section 2142 of this title, or an intermediate handler, or a carrier, within the scope of his employment or office, shall be deemed the 

act, omission, or failure of such research facility, dealer, exhibitor, licensee, operator of an auction sale, intermediate handler, or carrier, as well as of such 

person. 

§ 2140 - Recordkeeping by dealers, exhibitors, research facilities, intermediate handlers, and carriers  

 Dealers and exhibitors shall make and retain for such reasonable period of time as the Secretary may prescribe, such records with respect to the 

purchase, sale, transportation, identification, and previous ownership of animals as the Secretary may prescribe. Research facilities shall make and retain 

such records only with respect to the purchase, sale, transportation, identification, and previous ownership of live dogs and cats. At the request of the 

Secretary, any regulatory agency of the Federal Government which requires records to be maintained by intermediate handlers and carriers with respect to 

the transportation, receiving, handling, and delivery of animals on forms prescribed by the agency, shall require there to be included in such forms, and 

intermediate handlers and carriers shall include in such forms, such information as the Secretary may require for the effective administration of this 

chapter. Such information shall be retained for such reasonable period of time as the Secretary may prescribe. If regulatory agencies of the Federal 

Government do not prescribe requirements for any such forms, intermediate handlers and carriers shall make and retain for such reasonable period as the 

Secretary may prescribe such records with respect to the transportation, receiving, handling, and delivery of animals as the Secretary may prescribe. Such 

records shall be made available at all reasonable times for inspection and copying by the Secretary. 

§ 2141 - Marking and identification of animals  

 All animals delivered for transportation, transported, purchased, or sold, in commerce, by a dealer or exhibitor shall be marked or identified at such 

time and in such humane manner as the Secretary may prescribe: Provided, That only live dogs and cats need be so marked or identified by a research 

facility. 

§ 2142 - Humane standards and recordkeeping requirements at auction sales  

 The Secretary is authorized to promulgate humane standards and recordkeeping requirements governing the purchase, handling, or sale of animals, 

in commerce, by dealers, research facilities, and exhibitors at auction sales and by the operators of such auction sales. The Secretary is also authorized to 

require the licensing of operators of auction sales where any dogs or cats are sold, in commerce, under such conditions as he may prescribe, and upon 

payment of such fee as prescribed by the Secretary under section 2153 of this title. 

§ 2143 - Standards and certification process for humane handling, care, treatment, and transportation of animals 

 (a) Promulgation of standards, rules, regulations, and orders; requirements; research facilities; State authority  

(1) The Secretary shall promulgate standards to govern the humane handling, care, treatment, and transportation of animals by dealers, research 

facilities, and exhibitors.  

  (2) The standards described in paragraph (1) shall include minimum requirements ʃ  

(A) for handling, housing, feeding, watering, sanitation, ventilation, shelter from extremes of weather and temperatures, adequate 

veterinary care, and separation by species where the Secretary finds necessary for humane handling, care, or treatment of animals; and  

(B) for exercise of dogs, as determined by an attending veterinarian in accordance with general standards promulgated by the Secretary, 

and for a physical environment adequate to promote the psychological well-being of primates.  

(3) In addition to the requirements under paragraph (2), the standards described in paragraph (1) shall, with respect to animals in research 

facilities, include requirements ʃ [Omitted] 

   ʐ.  
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§ 2144 - Humane standards for animals by United States Government facilities  

 Any department, agency, or instrumentality of the United States having laboratory animal facilities shall comply with the standards and other 

requirements promulgated by the Secretary under sections1 2143(a),(f),(g) and (h) of this title. Any department, agency, or instrumentality of the United 

States exhibiting animals shall comply with the standards promulgated by the Secretary under sections 2143(a), (f), (g), and (h) of this title.  

§ 2145 - Consultation and cooperation with Federal, State, and local governmental bodies by Secretary of Agriculture  

(a)The Secretary shall consult and cooperate with other Federal departments, agencies, or instrumentalities concerned with the welfare of animals 

used for research, experimentation or exhibition, or administration of statutes regulating the transportation in commerce or handling in connection 

therewith of any animals when establishing standards pursuant to section 2143 of this title and in carrying out the purposes of this chapter. The 

Secretary shall consult with the Secretary of Health and Human Services prior to issuance of regulations. Before promulgating any standard 

governing the air transportation and handling in connection therewith, of animals, the Secretary shall consult with the Secretary of Transportation 

who shall have the authority to disapprove any such standard if he notifies the Secretary, within 30 days after such consultation, that changes in its 

provisions are necessary in the interest of flight safety. The Surface Transportation Board, the Secretary of Transportation, and the Federal Maritime 

Commission, to the extent of their respective lawful authorities, shall take such action as is appropriate to implement any standard established by the 

Secretary with respect to a person subject to regulation by it. (b) The Secretary is authorized to cooperate with the officials of the various States or 

political subdivisions thereof in carrying out the purposes of this chapter and of any State, local, or municipal legislation or ordinance on the same 

subject.  

§ 2146 - Administration and enforcement by Secretary  

 (a) Investigations and inspections  

 The Secretary shall make such investigations or inspections as he deems necessary to determine whether any dealer, exhibitor, intermediate 

handler, carrier, research facility, or operator of an auction sale subject to section 2142 of this title, has violated or is violating any provision of this 

chapter or any regulation or standard issued thereunder, and for such purposes, the Secretary shall, at all reasonable times, have access to the places 

of business and the facilities, animals, and those records required to be kept pursuant to section 2140 of this title of any such dealer, exhibitor, 

intermediate handler, carrier, research facility, or operator of an auction sale. The Secretary shall inspect each research facility at least once each year 

and, in the case of deficiencies or deviations from the standards promulgated under this chapter, shall conduct such follow-up inspections as may be 

necessary until all deficiencies or deviations from such standards are corrected. The Secretary shall promulgate such rules and regulations as he 

deems necessary to permit inspectors to confiscate or destroy in a humane manner any animal found to be suffering as a result of a failure to comply 

with any provision of this chapter or any regulation or standard issued thereunder if (1) such animal is held by a dealer, (2) such animal is held by an 

exhibitor, (3) such animal is held by a research facility and is no longer required by such research facility to carry out the research, test, or experiment 

for which such animal has been utilized, (4) such animal is held by an operator of an auction sale, or (5) such animal is held by an intermediate 

handler or a carrier.  

 (b) Penalties for interfering with official duties  

 Any person who forcibly assaults, resists, opposes, impedes, intimidates, or interferes with any person while engaged in or on account of the 

performance of his official duties under this chapter shall be fined not more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than three years, or both. Whoever, 

in the commission of such acts, uses a deadly or dangerous weapon shall be fined not more than $10,000, or imprisoned not more than ten years, or 

both. Whoever kills any person while engaged in or on account of the performance AWA  of his official duties under this chapter shall be punished as 

provided under sections 1111 and 1114 of title 18.  

 (c) Procedures  
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 For the efficient administration and enforcement of this chapter and the regulations and standards promulgated under this chapter, the 

provisions (including penalties) of sections 46, 48, 49 and 50 of title 15 (except paragraph (c) through (h) of section 46 and the last paragraph of 

section 49 of title 15), and the provisions of Title II of the Organized Crime Control Act of 1970, are made applicable to the jurisdiction, powers, and 

duties of the Secretary in administering and enforcing the provisions of this chapter and to any person, firm, or corporation with respect to whom 

such authority is exercised. The Secretary may prosecute any inquiry necessary to his duties under this chapter in any part of the United States, 

including any territory, or possession thereof, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. The powers conferred by said sections 

49 and 50 of title 15 on the district courts of the United States may be exercised for the purposes of this chapter by any district court of the United 

States. The United States district courts, the District Court of Guam, the District Court of the Virgin Islands, the highest court of American Samoa, and 

the United States courts of the other territories, are vested with jurisdiction specifically to enforce, and to prevent and restrain violations of this 

chapter, and shall have jurisdiction in all other kinds of cases arising under this chapter, except as provided in section 2149(c) of this title. 

§ 2147 - Inspection by legally constituted law enforcement agencies  

 The Secretary shall promulgate rules and regulations requiring dealers, exhibitors, research facilities, and operators of auction sales subject to section 

2142 of this title to permit inspection of their animals and records at reasonable hours upon request by legally constituted law enforcement agencies in 

search of lost animals. 

§ 2148 - Importation of live dogs  

 (a) Definitions  

  In this section:  

   (1) Importer  

 The term ʉimporterʊ means any person who, for purposes of resale, transports into the United States puppies from a foreign 

country.  

   (2) Resale  

 The term ʉresaleʊ includes any transfer of ownership or control of an imported dog of less than 6 months of age to another 

person, for more than de minimis consideration. 18 Animal Welfare Act, USDA § 2149  

 (b) Requirements  

  (1) In general  

 Except as provided in paragraph (2), no person shall import a dog into the United States for purposes of resale unless, as determined by 

the Secretary, the dog ʃ  

   (A) is in good health;  

   (B) has received all necessary vaccinations; and  

   (C) is at least 6 months of age, if imported for resale.  

  (2) Exception  

   (A) In general  
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APPENDIX B: 

OVERVIEW OF FEDERAL ANIMAL WELFARE 

REGULATIONS 
Regulations that carry out the Animal Welfare Act are found in Chapter 1 of Title 9 of the Code of Federal Regulations and are numerous.  In addition to 

general regulations for all USDA licensees and registrants, there are specific regulations for the humane handling, care, treatment, and transportation of 

dogs, which are reproduced here for informational purposes only.  Before relying on any portion of the Animal Welfare Regulations as it appears here, 

reference should be made to the official Code of Federal Regulations. 

 

Code of Federal Regulations 

Title 9 - Animals and Animal Products 

Chapter 1 - Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Agriculture 

Subchapter A - Animal Welfare 

 

Part 1 - Definition of Terms 

§1.1 Definitions.xviii 

 For the purposes of this subchapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the following terms shall have the meanings assigned to them in this 

section. The singular form shall also signify the plural and the masculine form shall also signify the feminine. Words undefined in the following paragraphs 

shall have the meaning attributed to them in general usage as reflected by definitions in a standard dictionary.  

Act means the Act of August 24, 1966 (Pub. L. 89-544), (commonly known as the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act), as amended by the Act of December 24, 

1970 (Pub. L. 91-579), (the Animal Welfare Act of 1970), the Act of April 22, 1976 (Pub. L. 94-279), (the Animal Welfare Act of 1976), and the Act of 

December 23, 1985 (Pub. L. 99-198), (the Food Security Act of 1985), and as it may be subsequently amended.  

Activity means, for purposes of part 2, subpart C of this subchapter, those elements of research, testing, or teaching procedures that involve the care and 

use of animals.  

Administrative unit means the organizational or management unit at the departmental level of a research facility.  

Administrator. The Administrator, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, or any person authorized to act for the Administrator.  

Ambient temperature means the air temperature surrounding the animal.  

Animal means any live or dead dog, cat, nonhuman primate, guinea pig, hamster, rabbit, or any other warm blooded animal, which is being used, or is 

intended for use for research, teaching, testing, experimentation, or exhibition purposes, or as a pet. This term excludes birds, rats of the genus Rattus, and 

mice of the genus Mus, bred for use in research; horses not used for research purposes; and other farm animals, such as, but not limited to, livestock or 

poultry used or intended for use as food or fiber, or livestock or poultry used or intended for use for improving animal nutrition, breeding, management, 

or production efficiency, or for improving the quality of food or fiber. With respect to a dog, the term means all dogs, including those used for hunting, 

security, or breeding purposes.  
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Animal act means any performance of animals where such animals are trained to perform some behavior or action or are part of a show, performance, or 

exhibition.  

APHIS official means any person employed by the Department who is authorized to perform a function under the Act and the regulations in 9 CFR parts 1, 

2, and 3.  

Attending veterinarian means a person who has graduated from a veterinary school accredited by the American Veterinary Medical Association's Council 

on Education, or has a certificate issued by the American Veterinary Medical Association's Education Commission for Foreign Veterinary Graduates, or has 

received equivalent formal education as determined by the Administrator; has received training and/or experience in the care and management of the 

species being attended; and who has direct or delegated authority for activities involving animals at a facility subject to the jurisdiction of the Secretary.  

Buffer area means that area in a primary enclosure for a swim-with-the-dolphin program that is off-limits to members of the public and that directly abuts 

the interactive area.  

Business hours means a reasonable number of hours between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. each week of the year, during which inspections by APHIS may be made.  

Business year means the 12-month period during which business is conducted, and may be either on a calendar or fiscal-year basis.  

Carrier means the operator of any airline, railroad, motor carrier, shipping line, or other enterprise which is engaged in the business of transporting any 

animals for hire.  

Cat means any live or dead cat (Felis catus) or any cat-hybrid cross.  

Class ʉAʊ licensee (breeder) means a person subject to the licensing requirements under part 2 and meeting the definition of a ʉdealerʊ (§ 1.1), and whose 

business involving animals consists only of animals that are bred and raised on the premises in a closed or stable colony and those animals acquired for 

the sole purpose of maintaining or enhancing the breeding colony.  

Class ʉBʊ licensee means a person subject to the licensing requirements under part 2 and meeting the definition of a ʉdealerʊ (§ 1.1), and whose business 

includes the purchase and/or resale of any animal. This term includes brokers, and operators of an auction sale, as such individuals negotiate or arrange 

for the purchase, sale, or transport of animals in commerce. Such individuals do not usually take actual physical possession or control of the animals, and 

do not usually hold animals in any facilities. A class ʉBʊ licensee may also exhibit animals as a minor part of the business.  

Class ʉCʊ licensee (exhibitor) means a person subject to the licensing requirements under part 2 and meeting the definition of an ʉexhibitorʊ (§ 1.1), and 

whose business involves the showing or displaying of animals to the public. A class ʉCʊ licensee may buy and sell animals as a minor part of the business in 

order to maintain or add to his animal collection.  

Commerce means trade, traffic, transportation, or other commerce:  

(1) Between a place in a State and any place outside of such State, including any foreign country, or between points within the same State but 

through any place outside thereof, or within any territory, possession, or the District of Columbia; or  

(2) Which affects the commerce described in this part.  

Committee means the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) established under section 13(b) of the Act. It shall consist of at least three (3) 

members, one of whom is the attending veterinarian of the research facility and one of whom is not affiliated in any way with the facility other than as a 

member of the committee, however, if the research facility has more than one Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM), another DVM with delegated 

program responsibility may serve. The research facility shall establish the Committee for the purpose of evaluating the care, treatment, housing, and use of 

animals, and for certifying compliance with the Act by the research facility.  

Dealer means any person who, in commerce, for compensation or profit, delivers for transportation, or transports, except as a carrier, buys, or sells, or 

negotiates the purchase or sale of: Any dog or other animal whether alive or dead (including unborn animals, organs, limbs, blood, serum, or other parts) 

for research, teaching, testing, experimentation, exhibition, or use as a pet; or any dog at the wholesale level for hunting, security, or breeding purposes. 
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(ii) The person who imports the dog completes a veterinary treatment agreement with Animal Care at the time of application for an import 

permit and confines the animal until the conditions specified in the agreement are met. Such conditions may include determinations by the 

licensed veterinarian in the United States that the dog is in good health, has been adequately vaccinated against DHLPP and rabies, and is 

at least six months of age. The person importing the dog shall bear the expense of veterinary treatment and confinement.  

(3) Dogs imported into Hawaii from the British Isles, Australia, Guam, or New Zealand. The provisions of paragraph (a)(1)(iii) of this section do 

not apply to any person who lawfully imports a live dog into the State of Hawaii from the British Isles, Australia, Guam, or New Zealand in 

compliance with the applicable regulations of the State of Hawaii, provided that the dog is not transported out of the State of Hawaii for 

purposes of resale at less than 6 months of age.  

§ 2.152 Notification of arrival.  

 Upon the arrival of a dog at the port of first arrival in the States, the person intending to import the dog, or his or her agent, must present the import 

permit and any applicable certifications and veterinary treatment agreement required by this subpart to the collector of customs for use at that port. 

§ 2.153 Dogs refused entry.  

 Any dog refused entry into the States for noncompliance with the requirements of this subpart or the Act may be removed from the States or may be 

seized and the person intending to import the dog shall provide for the care (including appropriate veterinary care), forfeiture, and adoption of the dog, at 

his or her expense. 

 

Part 3 - Standards 

Subpart A - Specifications for the Humane Handling, Care, Treatment, and Transportation of Dogs and Cats 

FACILITIES AND OPERATING STANDARDS 

§ 3.1 - Housing facilities, general.  

(a) Structure; construction. Housing facilities for dogs and cats must be designed and constructed so that they are structurally sound. They must be 

kept in good repair, and they must protect the animals from injury, contain the animals securely, and restrict other animals from entering.  

(b) Condition and site. Housing facilities and areas used for storing animal food or bedding must be free of any accumulation of trash, waste material, 

junk, weeds, and other discarded materials. Animal areas inside of housing facilities must be kept neat and free of clutter, including equipment, 

furniture, and stored material, but may contain materials actually used and necessary for cleaning the area, and fixtures or equipment necessary for 

proper husbandry practices and research needs. Housing facilities other than those maintained by research facilities and Federal research facilities 

must be physically separated from any other business. If a housing facility is located on the same premises as another business, it must be physically 

separated from the other business so that animals the size of dogs, skunks, and raccoons are prevented from entering it.  

(c) Surfaces.  

(1) General requirements. The surfaces of housing facilities ʃ including houses, dens, and other furniture-type fixtures and objects within the 

facility ʃ must be constructed in a manner and made of materials that allow them to be readily cleaned and sanitized, or removed or replaced 

when worn or soiled. Interior surfaces and any surfaces that come in contact with dogs or cats must:  

(i) Be free of excessive rust that prevents the required cleaning and sanitization, or that affects the structural strength of the surface; and  

(ii) Be free of jagged edges or sharp points that might injure the animals.  

(2) Maintenance and replacement of surfaces. All surfaces must be maintained on a regular basis. Surfaces of housing facilities ʃ including 

houses, dens, and other furniture-type fixtures and objects within the facility ʃ that cannot be readily cleaned and sanitized, must be replaced 

when worn or soiled. 
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(a) Restrictions.  

(1) The following categories of dogs or cats must not be kept in outdoor facilities, unless that practice is specifically approved by the attending 

veterinarian:  

(i) Dogs or cats that are not acclimated to the temperatures prevalent in the area or region where they are maintained;  

(ii) Breeds of dogs or cats that cannot tolerate the prevalent temperatures of the area without stress or discomfort (such as short-haired 

breeds in cold climates); and  

 

(iii) Sick, infirm, aged or young dogs or cats.  

(2) When their acclimation status is unknown, dogs and cats must not be kept in outdoor facilities when the ambient temperature is less than 50 

°F (10 °C).  

(b) Shelter from the elements. Outdoor facilities for dogs or cats must include one or more shelter structures that are accessible to each animal in 

each outdoor facility, and that are large enough to allow each animal in the shelter structure to sit, stand, and lie in a normal manner, and to turn 

about freely. In addition to the shelter structures, one or more separate outside areas of shade must be provided, large enough to contain all the 

animals at one time and protect them from the direct rays of the sun. Shelters in outdoor facilities for dogs or cats must contain a roof, four sides, 

and a floor, and must:  

(1) Provide the dogs and cats with adequate protection and shelter from the cold and heat;  

(2) Provide the dogs and cats with protection from the direct rays of the sun and the direct effect of wind, rain, or snow;  

(3) Be provided with a wind break and rain break at the entrance; and  

(4) Contain clean, dry, bedding material if the ambient temperature is below 50 °F (10 °C). Additional clean, dry bedding is required when the 

temperature is 35 °F (1.7 °C) or lower.  

(c) Construction. Building surfaces in contact with animals in outdoor housing facilities must be impervious to moisture. Metal barrels, cars, 

refrigerators or freezers, and the like must not be used as shelter structures. The floors of outdoor housing facilities may be of compacted earth, 

absorbent bedding, sand, gravel, or grass, and must be replaced if there are any prevalent odors, diseases, insects, pests, or vermin. All surfaces must 

be maintained on a regular basis. Surfaces of outdoor housing facilities ʃ including houses, dens, etc. ʃ that cannot be readily cleaned and sanitized 

must be replaced when worn or soiled. 

§ 3.5 - Mobile or traveling housing facilities.xxxviii  

(a) Heating, cooling, and temperature. Mobile or traveling housing facilities for dogs and cats must be sufficiently heated and cooled when necessary 

to protect the dogs and cats from temperature or humidity extremes and to provide for their health and well-being. The ambient temperature in the 

mobile or traveling housing facility must not fall below 50 °F (10 °C) for dogs and cats not acclimated to lower temperatures, for those breeds that 

cannot tolerate lower temperatures without stress or discomfort (such as short-haired breeds), and for sick, aged, young, or infirm dogs and cats. Dry 

bedding, solid resting boards, or other methods of conserving body heat must be provided when temperatures are below 50 °F (10 °C). The ambient 

temperature must not fall below 45 °F (7.2 °C) for more than 4 consecutive hours when dogs or cats are present, and must not exceed 85 °F (29.5 °C) 

for more than 4 consecutive hours when dogs or cats are present. The preceding requirements are in addition to, not in place of, all other 

requirements pertaining to climatic conditions in parts 2 and 3 of this chapter.  

(b) Ventilation. Mobile or traveling housing facilities for dogs and cats must be sufficiently ventilated at all times when dogs or cats are present to 

provide for the health and well-being of the animals, and to minimize odors, drafts, ammonia levels, moisture condensation, and exhaust fumes. 

Ventilation must be provided by means of windows, doors, vents, fans, or air conditioning. Auxiliary ventilation, such as fans, blowers, or air 

conditioning, must be provided when the ambient temperature within the animal housing area is 85 °F (29.5 °C) or higher.  
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tail) plus 6 inches; then divide the product by 144. The calculation is: (length of dog in inches + 6) × (length of dog in inches + 6) = 

required floor space in square inches. Required floor space in inches/144 = required floor space in square feet.  

(ii) Each bitch with nursing puppies must be provided with an additional amount of floor space, based on her breed and behavioral 

characteristics, and in accordance with generally accepted husbandry practices as determined by the attending veterinarian. If the 

additional amount of floor space for each nursing puppy is less than 5 percent of the minimum requirement for the bitch, such housing 

must be approved by the attending veterinarian in the case of a research facility, and, in the case of dealers and exhibitors, such housing 

must be approved by the Administrator.  

(iii) The interior height of a primary enclosure must be at least 6 inches higher than the head of the tallest dog in the enclosure when it is in 

a normal standing position: Provided That, prior to February 15, 1994, each dog must be able to stand in a comfortable normal position.  

(2) Compatibility. All dogs housed in the same primary enclosure must be compatible, as determined by observation. Not more than 12 adult 

non-conditioned dogs may be housed in the same primary enclosure. Bitches in heat may not be housed in the same primary enclosure with 

sexually mature males, except for breeding. Except when maintained in breeding colonies, bitches with litters may not be housed in the same 

primary enclosure with other adult dogs, and puppies under 4 months of age may not be housed in the same primary enclosure with adult 

dogs, other than the dam or foster dam. Dogs with a vicious or aggressive disposition must be housed separately.  

(3) Dogs in mobile or traveling shows or acts. Dogs that are part of a mobile or traveling show or act may be kept, while the show or act is 

traveling from one temporary location to another, in transport containers that comply with all requirements of § 3.15 other than the marking 

requirements in § 3.15(a)(6). When the show or act is not traveling, the dogs must be placed in primary enclosures that meet the minimum 

requirements of this section.  

(4) Prohibited means of primary enclosure. Permanent tethering of dogs is prohibited for use as primary enclosure. Temporary tethering of 

dogs is prohibited for use as primary enclosure unless approval is obtained from APHIS.  

(d) Innovative primary enclosures not precisely meeting the floor area and height requirements provided in paragraphs (b)(1) and (c)(1) of this section, 

but that provide the dogs or cats with a sufficient volume of space and the opportunity to express species-typical behavior, may be used at research 

facilities when approved by the Committee, and by dealers and exhibitors when approved by the Administrator. 

 

ANIMAL HEALTH AND HUSBANDRY STANDARDS 

§ 3.7 - Compatible grouping.  

 Dogs and cats that are housed in the same primary enclosure must be compatible, with the following restrictions:  

(a) Females in heat (estrus) may not be housed in the same primary enclosure with males, except for breeding purposes;  

(b) Any dog or cat exhibiting a vicious or overly aggressive disposition must be housed separately;  

(c) Puppies or kittens 4 months of age or less may not be housed in the same primary enclosure with adult dogs or cats other than their dams or 

foster dams, except when permanently maintained in breeding colonies;  

(d) Dogs or cats may not be housed in the same primary enclosure with any other species of animals, unless they are compatible; and  

(e) Dogs and cats that have or are suspected of having a contagious disease must be isolated from healthy animals in the colony, as directed by the 

attending veterinarian. When an entire group or room of dogs and cats is known to have or believed to be exposed to an infectious agent, the group 

may be kept intact during the process of diagnosis, treatment, and control. 

§ 3.8 - Exercise for dogs.  
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STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS  
Every state has enacted laws that prohibit any cruel treatment of animals. Many states have also enacted 

commercial breeder regulation programs. A commercial breeder is usually defined as someone who breeders a 

certain number of dogs (usually more than 10) within a certain time frame (usually within a year). Some states 

also require breeders to meet a sales minimum to qualify as commercial. Residents who meet their state’s 

definition are required to comply with applicable laws and regulations, which may include licensing, inspections, 

care and conditions, recordkeeping, and advertising requirements. Please note that Oregon, Virginia, and 

Washington limit the maximum number of dogs a breeder may possess to 50 at one time, while Louisiana limits 

the number to 75.   

These states do not have commercial breeder laws: Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, District of Columbia, Florida, 

Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Kentucky, Mississippi, Montana, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, 

North Dakota, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, and Wyoming.   

Typically, commercial breeder laws do not apply to hobby breeders, who usually breed only one or two litters a 

year.   

Appendix C provides a summary of state breeder laws and regulations, and state cruelty laws. While every effort 

has been made to provide current information, laws, and regulations often change. The American Kennel Club 

makes no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the information 

contained herein. Please check official sources, or contact the appropriate state agency for the most up-to-date 

information or a licensed attorney.    
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APPENDIX C:  

STATE BREEDER LAWS/REGULATIONS & 

CRIMINAL/NEGLIGENCE LAWS 
 

ALABAMA 

Cruelty Laws AL Code § 13A-11-240 (2021) - Definitions. 

(a) The word "torture" as used in this article shall mean the act of doing physical injury to a dog or cat by the infliction of 

inhumane treatment or gross physical abuse meant to cause said animal intensive or prolonged pain or serious physical injury, or 

thereby causing death due to said act. 

(b) The word "cruel" as used in this article shall mean: Every act, omission, or neglect, including abandonment, where unnecessary 

or unjustifiable pain or suffering, including abandonment, is caused or where unnecessary pain or suffering is allowed to continue. 

(c) The words "dog or cat" as used in this article shall mean any domesticated member of the dog or cat family. 

 

Section 13A-11-241 (2021) - Cruelty in First and Second Degrees. 

(a) A person commits the crime of cruelty to a dog or cat in the first degree if he or she intentionally tortures any dog or cat or 

skins a domestic dog or cat or offers for sale or exchange or offers to buy or exchange the fur, hide, or pelt of a domestic dog or 

cat. Cruelty to a dog or cat in the first degree is a Class C felony. A conviction for a felony pursuant to this section shall not be 

considered a felony for purposes of the Habitual Felony Offender Act, Sections 13A-5-9 to 13A-5-10.1, inclusive. 

(b) A person commits the crime of cruelty to a dog or cat in the second degree if he or she, in a cruel manner, overloads, 

overdrives, deprives of necessary sustenance or shelter, unnecessarily or cruelly beats, injuries, mutilates, or causes the same to be 

done. Cruelty to a dog or cat in the second degree is a Class A misdemeanor. … 

 

ALASKA 

Cruelty Laws AS § 11.61.140 (2016) - Cruelty to Animals 

(a) A person commits cruelty to animals if the person 

 (1) knowingly inflicts severe or prolonged physical pain or suffering on an animal; 

 (2) has a legal duty to care for the animal and, with criminal negligence, fails to care for an animal and, as a result, causes the 

death of the animal or causes severe physical pain or prolonged suffering to the animal; 

 (3) kills or injures an animal by the use of a decompression chamber; 

 (4) intentionally kills or injures a pet or livestock by the use of poison; 

 (5) knowingly kills or injures an animal, other than as provided in (1) or (3) of this subsection, with the intent to intimidate, 

threaten, or terrorize another person; 

 (6) knowingly 

  (A) engages in sexual conduct with an animal; or 

  (B) under circumstances not proscribed under AS 11.41.455 , 
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ARKANSAS 

  (B) The cost of any psychiatric or psychological evaluation, counseling, or treatment may be ordered paid by the person 

up to the jurisdictional limit of the court. 

(f) 

 (1) Any person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of cruelty to animals for a fourth or subsequent 

offense occurring within (5) five years of a previous offense of cruelty to animals or of any other equivalent penal offense of 

another state or foreign jurisdiction is guilty of a Class D felony and shall be: 

  (A) Ordered to receive a psychiatric or psychological evaluation; and 

  (B) If determined appropriate, ordered to receive psychiatric or psychological counseling or treatment for a length of 

time prescribed by the court. 

 (2) The cost of any psychiatric or psychological evaluation, counseling, or treatment may be ordered paid by the person. 

(g) 

 (1) For the sole purpose of calculating the number of previous offenses under subsections (d), (e), and (f) of this section, all 

offenses that are committed against one (1) or more animals and as part of the same criminal episode are a single offense. 

 (2) As used in this section, “criminal episode” means an act that constitutes the offense of cruelty to animals that is 

committed by a person against one (1) or more animals within a period of twenty-four (24) hours. 

 

Section 104 - Offense of Aggravated Cruelty to a Dog, Cat, or Equine. 

(a) A person commits the offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or equine if he or she knowingly tortures any dog, cat, or 

equine. 

(b) A person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or equine: 

 (1) Shall be guilty of a Class D felony; 

 (2) May be ordered to perform up to four hundred (400) hours of community service; and 

 (3) Both: 

  (A) Ordered to receive a psychiatric or psychological evaluation; and 

  (B) If determined appropriate, ordered to receive psychiatric or psychological counseling or treatment for a length of 

time prescribed by the court. 

(c) A person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is found guilty of aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or equine for a 

subsequent offense occurring within five (5) years from a previous offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or equine or of any 

other equivalent penal offense of another state or foreign jurisdiction is guilty of a Class C felony and shall be: 

 (1) Ordered to receive a psychiatric or psychological evaluation; and 

 (2) If determined appropriate, ordered to receive psychiatric or psychological counseling or treatment for a length of time 

prescribed by the court. 

(d) The cost of any psychiatric or psychological evaluation, counseling, or treatment ordered under this section shall be paid by the 

person ordered to receive the psychiatric or psychological evaluation, counseling, or treatment. 

(e) For purposes of this section, each alleged act of the offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or equine committed against 

more than one (1) dog, cat, or equine may constitute a separate offense. 

(f) 

 (1) For the sole purpose of calculating the number of previous offenses under subsection (b) of this section, all offenses of 

aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or equine that are committed against one (1) or more dogs, cats, or equines, as part of the same 

criminal episode are a single offense. 

 (2) As used in this section, “criminal episode” means an act that constitutes the offense of aggravated cruelty to a dog, cat, or 

equine, committed by a person against one (1) or more dogs, cats, or equines within a period of twenty-four (24) hours. 
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COLORADO 

 (b) 

  (I) A second or subsequent conviction under the provisions of paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section is a class 6 

felony. A plea of nolo contendere accepted by the court shall be considered a conviction for the purposes of this section. 

  (II) In any case where the court sentences a person convicted of a class 6 felony under the provisions of this paragraph 

(b) to probation, the court shall, in addition to any other condition of probation imposed, order that: 

   (A) The offender, pursuant to section 18-1.3-202 (1), be committed to the county jail for ninety days; or 

   (B) The offender, pursuant to section 18-1.3-105 (3), be subject to home detention for no fewer than ninety days. 

  (III) In any case where an offender is committed to the county jail or placed in home detention pursuant to subparagraph 

(II) of this paragraph (b), the court shall enter judgment against the offender for all costs assessed pursuant to section 18-1.3-701, 

including, but not limited to, the cost of care. 

 (c) Aggravated cruelty to animals is a class 6 felony; except that a second or subsequent conviction for the offense of 

aggravated cruelty to animals is a class 5 felony. A plea of nolo contendere accepted by the court shall be considered a conviction 

for purposes of this section. 

 (d) 

  (I) If a person is convicted of cruelty to a service animal pursuant to paragraph (c) of subsection (1.5) of this section, the 

court shall order him or her to make restitution to the agency or individual owning the service animal for any veterinary bills and 

replacement costs of the service animal if it is disabled or killed as a result of the cruelty to animals incident. 

  (II) If a person is convicted of cruelty to a certified police working dog or police working horse pursuant to subsection 

(1.5)(c) of this section, the court shall order him or her to make restitution to the agency or individual owning the certified police 

working dog or police working horse for all expenses, including any immediate and ongoing veterinary expenses related to the 

incident, and replacement costs for the certified police working dog or police working horse if it is permanently disabled or killed 

as a result of the cruelty to animals incident. If the court finds that the person who is convicted of cruelty to a certified police 

working dog or police working horse pursuant to subsection (1.5)(c) of this section did so with malicious intent, the person shall 

additionally make restitution to the agency or individual owning the certified police working dog or police working horse for all 

training and certification costs related to the certified police working dog or police working horse. 

(2.5) It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge brought under this section involving injury or death to a dog that the dog was 

found running, worrying, or injuring sheep, cattle, or other livestock. 

(3) Nothing in this part 2 modifies in any manner the authority of the parks and wildlife commission, as established in title 33, 

C.R.S., or prohibits any conduct authorized or permitted under title 33, C.R.S. 

(4) The short title of this section is “Punky’s Law”. 

 

CONNECTICUT 

Threshold & 

Definitions 

 

C.G.S.A. § 22-342 (2012) - Kennel licenses. Certain breeders to be licensed. Inspection of kennel facilities. Penalties. 

Any owner or keeper of a kennel who breeds more than 2 litters of dogs annually shall apply to the town clerk in the town in which 

such kennel is located for a kennel license. 

Care & 

Conditions 

ADC § 22-344-1 through 15: 

 facilities for housing dogs structurally sound and maintained in good repair. 

 kennel floors and removable rest boards, if provided, constructed of non-toxic, easily cleaned, water impervious materials; walls 

and ceilings shall be painted and kept clean. 

 inside and outside runs constructed to meet listed weight requirements for dogs. 

 lighting by either natural or artificial means shall provide a minimum of thirty candle power for at least eight hours per day 

except where contraindicated for health reasons. 

 hot and cold water facilities shall be provided. 

 kennel space ventilated in such a manner as will provide fresh air at all times. 

 kennel temperature maintained at a reasonable and suitable level to promote the health and comfort of the type of dog or dogs 

housed. 
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DELAWARE 

 (3) Kills or injures any animal belonging to another person without legal privilege or consent of the owner; or 

 (4) Cruelly or unnecessarily kills or injures any animal. This section does not apply to the killing of any animal normally or 

commonly raised as food for human consumption, provided that such killing is not cruel. A person acts unnecessarily if the act is 

not required to terminate an animal’s suffering, to protect the life or property of the actor or another person or if other means of 

disposing of an animal exist which would not impair the health or well-being of that animal; or, 

 (5) Captures, detains, transports, removes or delivers any animal known to be a pet or owned or unowned companion animal, 

or any other animal of scientific, environmental, economic or cultural value, under false pretenses to any public or private animal 

shelter, veterinary clinic or other facility, or otherwise causes the same through acts of deception or misrepresentation of the 

circumstances and disposition of any such animal. 

 (6) Confines an animal unattended in a standing or parked motor vehicle in which the temperature is either so high or so low 

as to endanger the health or safety of the animal. A law-enforcement officer, animal welfare officer, or firefighter who has probable 

cause to believe that an animal is confined in a motor vehicle under conditions that are likely to cause suffering, injury, or death to 

the animal may use reasonable force to remove the animal left in the vehicle in violation of this provision. A person removing an 

animal under this section shall use reasonable means to contact the owner. If the person is unable to contact the owner, the person 

may take the animal to an animal shelter and must leave written notice bearing his or her name and office, and the address of the 

location where the animal can be claimed. This provision shall not apply to the legal transportation of horses, cattle, swine, sheep, 

poultry, or other agricultural animals in motor vehicles designed to transport such animals. The owner of the vehicle from which the 

animal is rescued and the owner of the animal rescued are not liable for injuries suffered by the person rescuing the animal. 

Paragraphs (b)(1), (2) and (4) of this section are inapplicable to accepted veterinary practices and activities carried on for scientific 

research. 

Cruelty to animals is a class A misdemeanor, unless the person intentionally kills or causes serious injury to any animal in violation of 

paragraph (b)(4) of this section or unless the animal is killed or seriously injured as a result of any action prohibited by paragraph 

(b)(5) of this section, in which case it is a class F felony. 

(c) Any person convicted of a misdemeanor violation of this section shall be prohibited from owning or possessing any animal for 5 

years after said conviction, except for animals grown, raised or produced within the State for resale, or for sale of a product thereof, 

where the person has all necessary licenses for such sale or resale, and receives at least 25 percent of the person’s annual gross 

income from such sale or resale. Any person convicted of a second or subsequent misdemeanor violation of this section shall be 

prohibited from owning or possessing any animal for 5 years after said conviction without exception. 

A violation of this subsection is subject to a fine in the amount of $1,000 in any court of competent jurisdiction and to forfeiture of 

any animal illegally owned in accordance with the provisions of §  3035F of Title 16. 

(d) Any person convicted of a felony violation of this section shall be prohibited from owning or possessing any animal for 15 years 

after said conviction, except for animals grown, raised or produced within the State for resale, or for sale of a product thereof, 

where the person has all necessary licenses for such sale or resale, and receives at least 25 percent of the person’s annual gross 

income from such sale or resale. Any person convicted of a second or subsequent felony violation of this section shall be prohibited 

from owning or possessing any animal for 15 years after said conviction without exception. 

A violation of this subsection is subject to a fine in the amount of $5,000 in any court of competent jurisdiction and to forfeiture of 

any animal illegally owned in accordance with the provisions of § 3035F of Title 16. 

(e) Any trained and certified animal welfare officer of the Department of Health and Social Service’s Office of Animal Welfare or the 

Department of Agriculture may impound an animal owned or possessed in apparent violation of this section, consistent with § 

3035F of Title 16. 

(f) This section shall not apply to the lawful hunting or trapping of animals as provided by law. 

(g) Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, for a first offense misdemeanor violation of this section relating to animals left in 

motor vehicles or the tethering of dogs, a warning shall be issued. 

(h) Exclusive jurisdiction of offenses under this section relating to animals left in motor vehicles or the tethering of dogs shall be in 

the Superior Court. 
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IOWA 

racetrack as provided in chapter 99D shall be considered a commercial breeder irrespective of whether the person sells, leases, or 

exchanges the greyhounds for consideration or offers to do so. 

Care & 

Conditions 

A commercial establishment shall provide for a standard of care that ensures that an animal in its possession or under its control is 

not lacking any of the following: 

(1) Adequate feed, adequate water, housing facilities, sanitary control, or grooming practices, if such lack causes adverse health or 

suffering. 

(2) Veterinary care.  (I. C. A. § 162.10A) 

Regulations provide specific standards for: 

 housing facilities (21-67.2(162)) 

 primary enclosures (21-67.2(162)) 

 in-home kennels (an individual required to be licensed as a boarding kennel or as a commercial breeder who maintains or 

harbors not more than six adult animals (including both breeding animals and surgically sterilized animals) in the individual's 

living quarters) (21-67.2(162) see 67.2(3)) 

 feeding and watering (21-67.3(162) 67.3(1)) 

 sanitation (21-67.3(162) see 67.3(2)) 

 veterinary care (21-67.3(162) 67.3(3)) 

 personnel in the facilities (21-67.3(162) 67.3(4)) 

 transportation of animals (21-67.4(162)) 

 records (21-67.5(162)). 

A commercial establishment fails to provide for a standard of care if the commercial establishment commits abuse as described in 

section 717B.2, neglect as described in section 717B.3, or torture as provided in section 717B.3A. 

Inspections The department may monitor the commercial establishment of a permittee by entering onto its business premises at any time 

during normal working hours. The department shall monitor the commercial establishment for the limited purpose of determining 

whether the permittee is providing for a standard of care required for permittees. If the owner or person in charge of the 

commercial establishment refuses admittance, the department may obtain an administrative search warrant. 

In order to enter onto the business premises of a permittee's commercial establishment, the Department must have reasonable 

cause to suspect that the permittee is not providing for the standard of care.  (I. C. A. § 162.10C)   

Penalties Disciplinary action: authorization (license) revocation, complete a continuing education program as a condition for retaining an 

authorization (3 to 8 hours of instruction).  (I. C. A. § 162.10C) 

Denial or revocation of license: if, after public hearing, it is determined that the housing facilities or primary enclosures are 

inadequate under this chapter or if the feeding, watering, cleaning, and housing practices are not in compliance with this chapter.  

(I. C. A. § 162.12) 

Civil penalties: a commercial establishment that operates pursuant to an authorization issued or renewed under this chapter is 

subject to a civil penalty of not more than $500, regardless of the number of animals possessed or controlled by the commercial 

establishment, for violating this chapter. The departmental official who makes a determination that a violation exists shall provide a 

corrective plan to the commercial establishment describing how the violation will be corrected within a compliance period of not 

more than 15 days from the date of approval by the official of the corrective plan.  (I. C. A. § 162.12A) 

Criminal Penalties: operating a commercial establishment without authorization is a simple misdemeanor. The failure of a person 

who owns or operates a commercial establishment to meet the standard of care is a simple misdemeanor.  (I. C. A. § 162.13) 

Cruelty Laws Iowa Code § 717B.2 (2020) - Animal abuse - penalties.  

1.  A person commits animal abuse when the person intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly acts to inflict injury, serious injury, or 

death on an animal by force, violence, or poisoning. 

2.  This section shall not apply to any of the following: 

 a.  An owner of the animal, or a person acting with the consent of the owner, who euthanizes an animal in a reasonable 

manner, if at the time of the euthanasia, the animal is in a state of permanent pain or suffering. 

   b.  A person acting to carry out an order issued by a court. 

   c.  A veterinarian practicing veterinary medicine as provided in chapter 169. 
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    (2)  In providing conditions for the welfare of the animal, as described in subsection 1, the person complied with the 

standard of care requirements provided in section 162.10A, subsection 1, including any applicable rules adopted by the department 

applying to any of the following: 

   (a)  A state licensee or registrant operating pursuant to section 162.10A, subsection 2, paragraph “a” or “b”. 

     (b)  A permittee operating pursuant to section 162.10A, subsection 2, paragraph “c”. 

   b.  A research facility, as defined in section 162.2, if the research facility has been issued or renewed a valid authorization by 

the department pursuant to chapter 162, and performs functions within the scope of accepted practices and disciplines associated 

with the research facility. 

3.  A person who commits animal neglect that does not cause injury, serious injury, or death to an animal is guilty of a simple 

misdemeanor. 

4.  A person who commits animal neglect that causes injury, other than serious injury or death, to an animal is guilty of a serious 

misdemeanor. 

5.  A person who commits animal neglect that causes serious injury or death to an animal is guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor. 

6.  Notwithstanding subsection 5, a person who commits animal neglect that causes serious injury or death to an animal is guilty of 

a class “D” felony if the person has been previously convicted of animal abuse pursuant to section 717B.2, animal neglect 

punishable as a serious misdemeanor or aggravated misdemeanor pursuant to this section, animal torture pursuant to section 

717B.3A, injury to or interference with a police service dog pursuant to section 717B.9, bestiality pursuant to section 717C.1, or an 

act involving a contest event prohibited in section 717D.2. 

 

Iowa Code § 717B.3A (2020) - Animal torture - penalties. 

1.  A person is guilty of animal torture if the person intentionally or knowingly inflicts on an animal severe and prolonged or 

repeated physical pain that causes the animal’s serious injury or death. 

2.  This section shall not apply to any of the following: 

   a.  A person acting to carry out an order issued by a court. 

   b.  A veterinarian practicing veterinary medicine as provided in chapter 169. 

   c.  A person acting in order to carry out another provision of law which allows the conduct. 

   d.  A person taking, hunting, trapping, or fishing for a wild animal as provided in chapter 481A. 

   e.  A person acting to protect the person’s property from a wild animal as defined in section 481A.1. 

   f.  A person acting to protect a person from bodily harm or death caused by a wild animal as defined in section 481A.1. 

   g.  A person acting reasonably to protect the person’s property from damage caused by an unconfined animal. 

   h.  A person acting reasonably to protect a person from bodily harm or death caused by an unconfined animal. 

   i.  A local authority acting reasonably to euthanize an animal, if at the time of the euthanasia, the owner of the animal is 

absent or unable to care for the animal, and the animal is permanently distressed by disease or injury to a degree that would result 

in severe and prolonged suffering. 

   j.  A research facility, as defined in section 162.2, if the research facility has been issued or renewed a valid authorization by 

the department pursuant to chapter 162, and the research facility performs functions within the scope of accepted practices and 

disciplines associated with the research facility. 

   k.  An act required to be carried out by a commercial establishment to care for an animal in its possession or under its control 

as described in section 162.10A, subsection 1, provided that the commercial establishment complies with applicable standard of 

care requirements pursuant to subsections 1 and 2 of that section. 

3.  The juvenile court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction in a proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have committed 

animal torture, in the manner provided in section 232.8. The juvenile court shall not waive jurisdiction in a proceeding concerning 

such an offense alleged to have been committed by a child under the age of seventeen. 

4.  A person who commits animal torture is guilty of an aggravated misdemeanor. 

5.  Notwithstanding subsection 4, a person who commits animal torture is guilty of a class “D” felony if the person has previously 

been convicted of committing animal abuse pursuant to section 717B.2, animal neglect punishable as a serious misdemeanor or 

aggravated misdemeanor pursuant to section 717B.3, animal torture pursuant to this section, injury to or interference with a police 
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Penalties 1. Injunction.  (K. S. A. § 47-1727)   

2. Criminal: violation, failure to comply with Pet Animal Act or regulations: class A nonperson misdemeanor.  (K. S. A. § 47-1715) 

3. Civil: fine not exceeding $1,000 for each violation or requirement to attend an educational course regarding animals and their 

care and treatment. If the commissioner imposes the educational course, such person may choose either the fine or the educational 

course.  (K. S. A. § 47-1707) 

4.  Licensing (47-1736): unlawful for any person to act as or be a retail breeder unless such person has obtained from the 

commissioner a retail breeder license for each retail breeder premises operated by such person.  (K. S. A. § 47-1736) 

Also unlawful for any person to knowingly purchase a dog or a cat for the purpose of resale to another from a person required to 

be licensed or permitted under public law 91-579, 7 U.S.C. 2131 et seq., or K.S.A. 47-1701 et seq., if that person is not so licensed or 

permitted. 

Cruelty Laws Kan. Stat. Ann. § 21-6412 (2020) - Cruelty to animals.   

(a) Cruelty to animals is: 

 (1) Knowingly and maliciously killing, injuring, maiming, torturing, burning or mutilating any animal; 

 (2) knowingly abandoning any animal in any place without making provisions for its proper care; 

 (3) having physical custody of any animal and knowingly failing to provide such food, potable water, protection from the 

elements, opportunity for exercise and other care as is needed for the health or well-being of such kind of animal; 

 (4) intentionally using a wire, pole, stick, rope or any other object to cause an equine to lose its balance or fall, for the 

purpose of sport or entertainment; 

 (5) knowingly but not maliciously killing or injuring any animal; or 

 (6) knowingly and maliciously administering any poison to any domestic animal. 

(b) Cruelty to animals as defined in: 

 (1) Subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6) is a nonperson felony. Upon conviction of subsection (a)(1) or (a)(6), a person shall be sentenced 

to not less than 30 days or more than one year's imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $5,000. The person 

convicted shall not be eligible for release on probation, suspension or reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served 

the minimum mandatory sentence as provided herein. During the mandatory 30 days imprisonment, such offender shall have a 

psychological evaluation prepared for the court to assist the court in determining conditions of probation. Such conditions shall 

include, but not be limited to, the completion of an anger management program; and 

 (2) subsection (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5) is a: 

  (A) Class A nonperson misdemeanor, except as provided in subsection (b)(2)(B); and 

  (B) nonperson felony upon the second or subsequent conviction of cruelty to animals as defined in subsection (a)(2), 

(a)(3), (a)(4) or (a)(5). Upon such conviction, a person shall be sentenced to not less than five days or more than one year's 

imprisonment and be fined not less than $500 nor more than $2,500. The person convicted shall not be eligible for release on 

probation, suspension or reduction of sentence or parole until the person has served the minimum mandatory sentence as 

provided herein. 

(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to: 

 (1) Normal or accepted veterinary practices; 

 (2) bona fide experiments carried on by commonly recognized research facilities; 

 (3) killing, attempting to kill, trapping, catching or taking of any animal in accordance with the provisions of chapter 32 or 

chapter 47 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and amendments thereto; 

 (4) rodeo practices accepted by the rodeo cowboys' association; 

 (5) the humane killing of an animal that is diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, or the humane 

killing of animals for population control, by the owner thereof or the agent of such owner residing outside of a city or the owner 

thereof within a city if no animal shelter or licensed veterinarian is within the city, or by a licensed veterinarian at the request of the 

owner thereof, or by any officer or agent of an animal shelter, a local or state health officer or a licensed veterinarian three business 

days following the receipt of any such animal at such shelter; 
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 (6) with respect to farm animals, normal or accepted practices of animal husbandry, including the normal and accepted 

practices for the slaughter of such animals for food or by-products and the careful or thrifty management of one's herd or animals, 

including animal care practices common in the industry or region; 

 (7) the killing of any animal by any person at any time that may be found outside of the owned or rented property of the 

owner or custodian of such animal and that is found injuring or posing a threat to any person, farm animal or property; 

 (8) an animal control officer trained by a licensed veterinarian in the use of a tranquilizer gun, using such gun with the 

appropriate dosage for the size of the animal, when such animal is vicious or could not be captured after reasonable attempts using 

other methods; 

 (9) laying an equine down for medical or identification purposes; 

 (10) normal or accepted practices of pest control, as defined in K.S.A. 2-2438a(x), and amendments thereto; or 

 (11) accepted practices of animal husbandry pursuant to regulations promulgated by the United States department of 

agriculture for domestic pet animals under the animal welfare act, public law 89-544, as amended and in effect on July 1, 2006. 

(d) The provisions of subsection (a)(6) shall not apply to any person exposing poison upon their premises for the purpose of 

destroying wolves, coyotes or other predatory animals. 

(e) Any public health officer, law enforcement officer, licensed veterinarian or officer or agent of any animal shelter or other 

appropriate facility may take into custody any animal, upon either private or public property, that clearly shows evidence of cruelty 

to animals. Such officer, agent or veterinarian may inspect, care for or treat such animal or place such animal in the care of an 

animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for treatment, boarding or other care or, if an officer of such animal shelter or such 

veterinarian determines that the animal appears to be diseased or disabled beyond recovery for any useful purpose, for humane 

killing. The owner or custodian, if known or reasonably ascertainable, shall be notified in writing. If the owner or custodian is 

charged with a violation of this section, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, county prosecutor, veterinarian 

or animal shelter may petition the district court in the county in which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership 

of the animal at any time after 21 days after the owner or custodian is notified, unless the owner or custodian of the animal files and 

maintains a renewable cash or performance bond with the county clerk of the county in which the animal was taken into custody in 

an amount equal to not less than the cost of care and treatment of the animal for 30 days. Such cash or performance bond shall be 

maintained and renewed every 30 days as necessary to cover the cost of care and treatment of such animal until disposition of the 

animal by the court. If the owner or custodian is not known or reasonably ascertainable after 21 days after the animal is taken into 

custody, the law enforcement agency, district attorney's office, county prosecutor, veterinarian or animal shelter may petition the 

district court in the county in which the animal was taken into custody to transfer ownership of the animal. Upon receiving such 

petition, the court shall determine whether the animal may be transferred. 

(f) The owner or custodian of an animal transferred pursuant to subsection (e) shall not be entitled to recover damages for 

the transfer of such animal unless the owner proves that such transfer was unwarranted. 

(g) Expenses incurred for the care, treatment or boarding of any animal, taken into custody pursuant to subsection (e), pending 

prosecution of the owner or custodian of such animal for the crime of cruelty to animals, shall be assessed to the owner or 

custodian as a cost of the case if the owner or custodian is adjudicated guilty of such crime. Any costs collected by the court or 

through the cash or performance bond described in subsection (e) shall be transferred to the entity responsible for paying the cost 

of the care, treatment or boarding of the animal. 

(h) If a person is adjudicated guilty of the crime of cruelty to animals, such animal shall not be returned to or remain with such 

person. Such animal may be turned over to an animal shelter or licensed veterinarian for sale or other disposition. 

(i) As used in this section: 

 (1) "Animal shelter" means the same as such term is defined in K.S.A. 47-1701, and amendments thereto; 

 (2) "equine" means a horse, pony, mule, jenny, donkey or hinny; and 

 (3) "maliciously" means a state of mind characterized by actual evil-mindedness or specific intent to do a harmful act without 

a reasonable justification or excuse. 
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Cruelty Laws Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 525.125 (2016) - Cruelty to animals in the first degree.  

(1) As used in this section:  

 (a) "Dog" means a domesticated canid of the genus canis lupus familiaris; and  

 (b) "Dog fight" or "dog fighting" means any event that involves a fight conducted or to be conducted between at least two (2) 

dogs for purposes of sport, wagering, or entertainment, except that the term "dog fight" or "dog fighting" shall not be deemed to 

include any activity the purpose of which involves the use of one (1) or more dogs in hunting or taking another animal.  

(2) The following persons are guilty of cruelty to animals in the first degree:  

 (a) Whenever a dog is knowingly caused to dog fight for pleasure or profit:  

  1. The owner of the dog;  

  2. The owner of the property on which the fight is conducted if the owner knows of the dog fight; and  

  3. Anyone who participates in the organization of the dog fight; and  

 (b) Any person who knowingly owns, possesses, keeps, trains, sells, or otherwise transfers a dog for the purpose of dog 

fighting.  

(3) Activities of dogs engaged in hunting, field trials, dog training, and other activities authorized either by a hunting license or by 

the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources shall not constitute a violation of this section.  

(4) Activities of dogs engaged in working or guarding livestock shall not constitute a violation of this section.  

(5) Cruelty to animals in the first degree is a Class D felony. 

 

Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 525.130 (2017) - Cruelty to animals in the second degree -- Exemptions -- Offense involving equines.  

(1) A person is guilty of cruelty to animals in the second degree when except as authorized by law he intentionally or wantonly:  

 (a) Subjects any animal to or causes cruel or injurious mistreatment through abandonment, participates other than as provided 

in KRS 525.125 in causing it to fight for pleasure or profit (including, but not limited to being a spectator or vendor at an event 

where a four (4) legged animal is caused to fight for pleasure or profit), mutilation, beating, torturing any animal other than a dog 

or cat, tormenting, failing to provide adequate food, drink, space, or health care, or by any other means;  

 (b) Subjects any animal in his custody to cruel neglect; or  

 (c) Kills any animal other than a domestic animal killed by poisoning. This paragraph shall not apply to intentional poisoning of 

a dog or cat. Intentional poisoning of a dog or cat shall constitute a violation of this section.  

(2) Nothing in this section shall apply to the killing of animals:  

 (a) Pursuant to a license to hunt, fish, or trap;  

 (b) Incident to the processing as food or for other commercial purposes;  

 (c) For humane purposes;  

 (d) For veterinary, agricultural, spaying or neutering, or cosmetic purposes;  

 (e) For purposes relating to sporting activities, including but not limited to horse racing at organized races and training for 

organized races, organized horse shows, or other animal shows;  

 (f) For bona fide animal research activities of institutions of higher education; or a business entity registered with the United 

States Department of Agriculture under the Animal Welfare Act or subject to other federal laws governing animal research;  (g) In 

defense of self or another person against an aggressive or diseased animal;  

 (h) In defense of a domestic animal against an aggressive or diseased animal;  

 (i) For animal or pest control; or  

 (j) For any other purpose authorized by law.  
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(3) Activities of animals engaged in hunting, field trials, dog training other than training a dog to fight for pleasure or profit, and 

other activities authorized either by a hunting license or by the Department of Fish and Wildlife shall not constitute a violation of 

this section.  

(4) Cruelty to animals in the second degree is a Class A misdemeanor.  

(5) If a person is convicted of or pleads guilty to an offense under subsection (1) of this section arising from the person's treatment 

of an equine, the court may impose one (1) or both of the following penalties against the person, in addition to fines and 

imprisonment:  

 (a) An order that the person pay restitution for damage to the property of others and for costs incurred by others, including 

reasonable costs, as determined by agreement or by the court after a hearing, incurred in feeding, sheltering, veterinary treatment, 

and incidental care of any equine that was the subject of the offense resulting in conviction; or  

 (b) An order terminating or imposing conditions on the person's right to possession, title, custody, or care of any equine that 

was the subject of the offense resulting in conviction.  

If a person's ownership interest in an equine is terminated by a judicial order under paragraph (b) of this subsection, the court may 

order the sale, conveyance, or other disposition of the equine that was the subject of the offense resulting in conviction. 

 

Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 525.135 (2008) - Torture of dog or cat.  

(1) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires, "torture" means the intentional infliction of or subjection to 

extreme physical pain or injury, motivated by an intent to increase or prolong the pain of the animal.  

(2) A person is guilty of torture of a dog or cat when he or she without legal justification intentionally tortures a domestic dog or 

cat.  

(3) Torture of a dog or cat is a Class A misdemeanor for the first offense and a Class D felony for each subsequent offense if the 

dog or cat suffers physical injury as a result of the torture, and a Class D felony if the dog or cat suffers serious physical injury or 

death as a result of the torture.  

(4) Nothing in this section shall apply to the killing or injuring of a dog or cat:  

 (a) In accordance with a license to hunt, fish, or trap;  

 (b) For humane purposes;  

 (c) For veterinary, agricultural, spaying or neutering, or cosmetic purposes;  

 (d) For purposes relating to sporting activities including but not limited to training for organized dog or cat shows, or other 

animal shows in which a dog or a cat, or both, participate;  

 (e) For bona fide animal research activities, using dogs or cats, of institutions of higher education; or a business entity 

registered with the United States Department of Agriculture under the Animal Welfare Act or subject to other federal laws 

governing animal research;  

 (f) In defense of self or another person against an aggressive or diseased dog or cat;  

 (g) In defense of a domestic animal against an aggressive or diseased dog or cat;  

 (h) For animal or pest control; or  

 (i) For any other purpose authorized by law.  

(5) Activities of animals engaged in hunting, field trials, dog training other than training a dog to fight for pleasure or profit, and 

other activities authorized either by a hunting license or by the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources shall not constitute a 

violation of this section.  

(6) The acts specified in this section shall not constitute cruelty to animals under KRS 525.125 or 525.130. 
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 E-1. Violates paragraph E and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations of this section, section 

1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime;    

 F. Keeps or leaves a domestic animal on an uninhabited or barren island lying off the coast of the State during the month of 

December, January, February or March without providing necessary sustenance and proper shelter. Violation of this paragraph is a 

Class D crime; 

 F-1. Violates paragraph F and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations of this section, section 

1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime;    

 G. Hunts, traps or sells for the purpose of hunting any animal, except as permitted pursuant to Title 7, chapter 202-A and Title 

12, Part 13, and excluding humane trapping of animals for population control efforts or animal control under Title 7, Part 9. Violation 

of this paragraph is a Class D crime;  

 G-1. Violates paragraph G and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations of this section, section 

1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime;    

 H. Injects, inserts or causes ingestion of any substance used solely to enhance the performance of an animal by altering the 

animal's metabolism to that animal's detriment, including but not limited to excessive levels of sodium bicarbonate in equines used 

for competition. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;    

 H-1. Violates paragraph H and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations of this section, section 

1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime;    

 I. Commits bestiality on an animal. For purposes of this paragraph, "commits bestiality" means that a person:   

  (1) Engages in a sexual act with an animal for the purpose of that person's sexual gratification;   

  (2) Coerces anyone to engage in a sexual act with an animal;   

  (3) Engages in a sexual act with an animal in the presence of a minor;   

  (4) Uses any part of the person's body or an object to sexually stimulate an animal;   

  (5) Videotapes a person engaging in a sexual act with an animal; or   

  (6) For the purpose of that person's sexual gratification, kills or physically abuses an animal.   

For purposes of this paragraph, "sexual act" means any act between a person and an animal involving direct physical contact 

between the genitals of one and the mouth or anus of the other, or direct physical contact between the genitals of one and the 

genitals of the other. A sexual act may be proved without allegation or proof of penetration.   

This paragraph may not be construed to prohibit normal and accepted practices of animal husbandry.   

Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime; 

 I-1. Violates paragraph I and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations of this section, section 

1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime;    

 J.  Kills or tortures an animal to frighten or intimidate a person or forces a person to injure or kill an animal. Violation of this 

paragraph is a Class D crime;    

 J-1. Violates paragraph J and, at the time of the offense, has 2 or more prior convictions for violations of this section, section 

1032 or essentially similar crimes in other jurisdictions. Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime; or    

 K. Confines an animal in a building, enclosure, car, boat, vehicle or vessel of any kind when extreme heat or extreme cold will 

be harmful to its health. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime.    

1-A.  Animal cruelty.  

1-B.  Aggravated cruelty to animals.  A person is guilty of aggravated cruelty to animals if that person, in a manner manifesting a 

depraved indifference to animal life or suffering, intentionally, knowingly or recklessly:   

 A. Causes extreme physical pain to an animal;    

 B. Causes the death of an animal; or    

 C. Physically tortures an animal. 

Violation of this subsection is a Class C crime. Notwithstanding Title 17-A, sections 1704 and 1705, the court shall impose a fine of 

not less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000 for a first or subsequent violation of this subsection. The sentencing provisions in 

subsection 3-B also apply to a person convicted of aggravated cruelty to animals.   

1-C.  Cat or dog; exceptions.  Except as provided in subsections 1-D and 1-E, a person is guilty of cruelty to animals if that person 

intentionally, knowingly or recklessly:   
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 F. A person placed on probation for a violation of this section with a condition that prohibits owning, possessing or having on 

the probationer's premises an animal is subject to revocation of probation and removal of the animal at the probationer's expense 

if this condition is intentionally or knowingly violated.    

3-C.  Separate advocate.  In any proceeding brought under this section, the court may order, upon its own initiative or upon 

request of a party or counsel for a party, that a separate advocate be appointed to represent the interests of justice. A decision of 

the court denying a request to appoint a separate advocate to represent the interests of justice is not subject to appeal. An 

advocate appointed under this subsection must be appointed from a list provided to the court by the Maine State Bar Association 

pursuant to paragraph B.   

 A. The advocate may:   

  (1) Monitor the proceeding;   

  (2) Consult any individual with information that could aid the judge or fact finder and review records relating to the 

condition of the animal and the defendant's actions, including, but not limited to, records from animal control officers, veterinarians 

and law enforcement officers;   

  (3) Attend hearings; and   

  (4) Present information or recommendations to the court pertinent to determinations that relate to the interests of 

justice, as long as the information and recommendations are based solely on the duties undertaken pursuant to this subsection.    

 B. The Maine State Bar Association shall maintain a list of attorneys with knowledge of animal issues and the legal system and 

a list of law schools that have students with an interest in animal issues and the legal system. Attorneys and law students serve on a 

voluntary basis as advocates under this subsection.    

4.  Criminal or civil prosecution.  A person may be arrested or detained for the crime of cruelty to animals in accordance with the 

rules of criminal procedure. A person may not be arrested or detained for the civil violation of cruelty to animals. The attorney for 

the State shall elect to charge a defendant with the crime of cruelty to animals under this section or the civil violation of cruelty to 

animals under Title 7, section 4011. In making this election, the attorney for the State shall consider the severity of the cruelty 

displayed, the number of animals involved, any prior convictions or adjudications of animal cruelty entered against the defendant 

and such other factors as may be relevant to a determination of whether criminal or civil sanctions will best accomplish the goals of 

the animal welfare laws in the particular case before the attorney for the State. The election and determination required by this 

subsection are not subject to judicial review. The factors involved in such election and determination are not elements of the 

criminal offense or civil violation of animal cruelty and are not subject to proof or disproof as prerequisites or conditions for 

conviction under this subsection or adjudication under Title 7, section 4011.   

5.  Exception.  This section may not be construed to prohibit the shooting of wild game in its wild state. This section may not be 

construed to prohibit the disposal of farm animals using an acceptable animal husbandry practice.   

 

MARYLAND 

Threshold & 

Definitions 

MD CRIM LAW 

§ 10-616 

A person who is engaged in the business of buying, selling, trading, or breeding dogs; or of a kennel where 25 or more dogs are 

kept. 

Care & 

Conditions 

 

Inspections Authority to inspect to determine if dogs are being treated inhumanely in violation of this subtitle or other law, an authorized 

director of a humane society, accompanied by a sheriff or a deputy sheriff, may inspect a premises. 

Penalties Chapter requires that dogs are being treated humanely. 

Cruelty Laws Md. Crim. Law Code § 10-606 (2020) - Aggravated Cruelty to Animals -- in General 

… 
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 (e) Any domesticated dog or cat involved in a violation of a court order described in paragraph (d) of this subsection shall be 

forfeited to the state. 

(4) 

 (a) Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting a person from: 

  (i) Defending himself or herself or another person from physical injury being threatened or caused by a domesticated or 

feral dog or cat. 

  (ii) Injuring or killing an unconfined domesticated or feral dog or cat on the property of the person, if the unconfined dog 

or cat is believed to constitute a threat of physical injury or damage to any domesticated animal under the care or control of such 

person. 

  (iii) Acting under the provisions of Section 95-5-19 to protect poultry or livestock from a trespassing dog that is in the act 

of chasing or killing the poultry or livestock, or acting to protect poultry or livestock from a trespassing cat that is in the act of 

chasing or killing the poultry or livestock. 

  (iv) Engaging in practices that are licensed or lawful under the Mississippi Veterinary Practice Act, Section 73-39-51 et seq., 

or engaging in activities by any licensed veterinarian while following accepted standards of practice of the profession within the 

State of Mississippi, including the euthanizing of a dog or cat. 

  (v) Rendering emergency care, treatment, or assistance to a dog or cat that is abandoned, ill, injured, or in distress, if the 

person rendering the care, treatment, or assistance is acting in good faith. 

  (vi) Performing activities associated with accepted agricultural and animal husbandry practices with regard to livestock, 

poultry or other animals, including those activities which involve: 

   1. Using dogs in such practices. 

   2. Raising, managing and using animals to provide food, fiber or transportation. 

   3. Butchering animals and processing food. 

  (vii) Training for, or participating in, a rodeo, equine activity, dog show, event sponsored by a kennel club or other bona 

fide organization that promotes the breeding or showing of dogs or cats, or any other competitive event which involves the lawful 

use of dogs or cats. 

  (viii) Engaging in accepted practices of dog or cat identification. 

  (ix) Engaging in lawful activities that are regulated by the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks or the 

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, including, without limitation, hunting, trapping, fishing, and wildlife and seafood 

management. 

  (x) Performing scientific, research, medical and zoological activities undertaken by research and education facilities or 

institutions that are: 

   1. Regulated under the provisions of the Animal Welfare Act, 7 USCS 2131 et seq., as in effect on July 1, 2011; 

   2. Regulated under the provisions of the Health Research Extension Act of 1985, Public Law No. 99-158; or 

   3. Subject to any other applicable state or federal law or regulation governing animal research as in effect on July 1, 

2011. 

  (xi) Disposing of or destroying certain dogs under authority of Sections 19-5-50, 21-19-9 and 41-53-11, which allow 

counties, municipalities and certain law enforcement officers to destroy dogs running at large without proper identification 

indicating that such dogs have been vaccinated for rabies. 

  (xii) Engaging in professional pest control activities, including those activities governed by the Mississippi Pesticide Law of 

1975, Section 69-23-1 et seq.; professional services related to entomology, plant pathology, horticulture, tree surgery, weed control 

or soil classification, as regulated under Section 69-19-1 et seq.; and any other pest control activities conducted in accordance with 

state law. 
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(8) Assure that a handler's hands are washed before and after handling each infectious or contagious dog or cat; 

(9) Maintain a written veterinary care plan developed in conjunction with an attending veterinarian; and 

(10) Provide veterinary care without delay when necessary.  (Neb. Rev. St. § 54-640). 

Inspections The Department shall inspect all licensees at least once in a 24-month period to determine whether the licensee is in compliance. 

(Neb. Rev. St. § 54-628) 

Penalties The Department may issue a stop-movement order if the department has reasonable cause to believe that there exists 

noncompliance.  (Neb. Rev. St. § 54-631) 

The Department may apply for a restraining order, temporary or permanent injunction, or mandatory injunction against any person 

violating or threatening to violate the act, the rules and regulations, or any order.   (Neb. Rev. St. § 54-633) 

The Department may impose an administrative fine of not more than $5000 for any violation of the act or the rules.  (Neb. Rev. St. § 

54-633) 

Operation without a license is a Class I misdemeanor.  (Neb. Rev. St. § 54-634) 

Cruelty Laws Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-1008 (2015) - Terms, defined.   

For purposes of sections 28-1008 to 28-1017, 28-1019, and 28-1020: 

(1) Abandon means to leave any animal in one's care, whether as owner or custodian, for any length of time without making 

effective provision for its food, water, or other care as is reasonably necessary for the animal's health; 

(2) Animal means any vertebrate member of the animal kingdom. Animal does not include an uncaptured wild creature or a 

livestock animal as defined in section 54-902; 

(3) Cruelly mistreat means to knowingly and intentionally kill, maim, disfigure, torture, beat, mutilate, burn, scald, or otherwise inflict 

harm upon any animal; 

(4) Cruelly neglect means to fail to provide any animal in one's care, whether as owner or custodian, with food, water, or other care 

as is reasonably necessary for the animal's health; 

(5) Humane killing means the destruction of an animal by a method which causes the animal a minimum of pain and suffering; 

(6) Law enforcement officer means any member of the Nebraska State Patrol, any county or deputy sheriff, any member of the 

police force of any city or village, or any other public official authorized by a city or village to enforce state or local animal control 

laws, rules, regulations, or ordinances. Law enforcement officer also includes a special investigator appointed as a deputy state 

sheriff as authorized pursuant to section 81-201 while acting within the authority of the Director of Agriculture under the 

Commercial Dog and Cat Operator Inspection Act; 

(7) Mutilation means intentionally causing permanent injury, disfigurement, degradation of function, incapacitation, or imperfection 

to an animal. Mutilation does not include conduct performed by a veterinarian licensed to practice veterinary medicine and surgery 

in this state or conduct that conforms to accepted veterinary practices; 

(8) Owner or custodian means any person owning, keeping, possessing, harboring, or knowingly permitting an animal to remain on 

or about any premises owned or occupied by such person; 

(9) Police animal means a horse or dog owned or controlled by the State of Nebraska or any county, city, or village for the purpose 

of assisting a law enforcement officer in the performance of his or her official enforcement duties; 

(10) Repeated beating means intentional successive strikes to an animal by a person resulting in serious bodily injury or death to the 

animal; 

(11) Serious injury or illness includes any injury or illness to any animal which creates a substantial risk of death or which causes 

broken bones, prolonged impairment of health, or prolonged loss or impairment of the function of any bodily organ; and 

(12) Torture means intentionally subjecting an animal to extreme pain, suffering, or agony. Torture does not include conduct 

performed by a veterinarian licensed to practice veterinary medicine and surgery in this state or conduct that conforms to accepted 

veterinary practices. 
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              (1) Imprisonment in the city or county jail or detention facility for not less than 2 days, but not more than 6 months; and 

              (2) Perform not less than 48 hours, but not more than 120 hours, of community service. 

The person shall be further punished by a fine of not less than $200, but not more than $1,000. A term of imprisonment imposed 

pursuant to this paragraph may be served intermittently at the discretion of the judge or justice of the peace, except that each 

period of confinement must be not less than 4 consecutive hours and must occur either at a time when the person is not required 

to be at the person’s place of employment or on a weekend. 

       (b) For the second offense within the immediately preceding 7 years, is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be sentenced to: 

              (1) Imprisonment in the city or county jail or detention facility for not less than 10 days, but not more than 6 months; and 

              (2) Perform not less than 100 hours, but not more than 200 hours, of community service.  

The person shall be further punished by a fine of not less than $500, but not more than $1,000. 

       (c) For the third and any subsequent offense within the immediately preceding 7 years, is guilty of a category C felony and 

shall be punished as provided in NRS 193.130. 

8.  In addition to any other fine or penalty provided in subsection 6 or 7, a court shall order a person convicted of violating 

subsection 1, 2, 3 or 5 to pay restitution for all costs associated with the care and impoundment of any mistreated animal under 

subsection 1, 2, 3 or 5 including, without limitation, money expended for veterinary treatment, feed and housing. 

9.  The court may order the person convicted of violating subsection 1, 2, 3 or 5 to surrender ownership or possession of the 

mistreated animal. 

10.  The provisions of this section do not apply with respect to an injury to or the death of an animal that occurs accidentally in the 

normal course of: 

       (a) Carrying out the activities of a rodeo or livestock show; or 

       (b) Operating a ranch. 

11…. 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Threshold & 

Definitions 

RSA 437: 1 (2021) - Definitions  

In this subdivisions,  

…. 

IV. “Pet vendor” means any person, firm, corporation, or other entity that transfers 30 or more dogs, 30 or more cats, 30 or more 

ferrets, or 50 or more birds, live animals or birds customarily used as household pets to the public, with or without a fee or 

donation required, and whether or not a physical facility is owned by the licensee in New Hampshire, when transfer to the final 

owner occurs within New Hampshire, between January 1 and December 31 of each year. Pet vendor also means any person, firm, 

corporation, or other entity that transfers amphibians, reptiles, fish, or small mammals customarily used as household pets to the 

public in quantities set in rules adopted by the department, with or without a fee or donation required, and whether or not a 

physical facility is owned by the licensee in New Hampshire between January 1 and December 31 of each year. Nothing in this 

paragraph shall be construed to alter or affect the municipal zoning regulations that a pet vendor shall conform with under RSA 

437:3. 

V. “Transfer” means transfer of ownership of live animals or birds from any person, firm, corporation, or other entity to a member 

of the public. 

Care & 

Conditions 

RSA 427: 3 (2021) - Requirements. 

No pet vendor shall transfer animals or birds without a license. A pet vendor shall apply to the commissioner for a license, giving 

such information as the commissioner shall require. A pet vendor that transfers more than 50 or more dogs, 50 or more cats, 50 or 

more ferrets, or 50 or more birds shall include proof that the zoning enforcement official of the municipality wherein any facility is 

to be maintained has certified that the facility conforms to the municipal zoning regulations in his or her application. The 
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application shall be accompanied by a non-refundable $200 fee. All licenses shall expire on June 30 of each year and be subject to 

renewal upon submission of a new application. No licenses shall be transferable. A pet vendor licensed under this subdivision shall: 

I. Maintain in a clean and sanitary condition all premises, buildings, and other enclosures used in the business of dealing in live 

animals or birds customarily used as household pets. 

II. Submit premises, buildings and other enclosures to unannounced inspection by department employees or local animal control, 

law enforcement, or health officials at reasonable times. 

III. Maintain, subject to inspection by the commissioner, his or her agent, local officials, law enforcement, or any member of the 

public, a proper record in which all live animals or birds customarily used as household pets obtained or transferred shall be listed, 

giving the breed, date the animal was obtained and transferred, and from whom the animal or bird was obtained and to whom the 

animal was transferred. Such record shall also show the microchip, leg band, or tattoo number of each animal or bird, where 

applicable. Animals or birds that do not bear such identification shall be identified by recording markings, a physical description 

and any other information as the commissioner deems necessary to identify such animals or birds. 

IV. Keep records of all animals or birds intended for transfer indicating identification, point of origin, and recipient, and shall submit 

said records to the commissioner upon request. 

V. Abide by such other rules as the commissioner may adopt to control disease. 

 

Inspections  

Penalties RSA 437:10 (2017) - Penalty 

I. Any pet vendor who transfers live animals or birds customarily used as household pets in this state without having a license to do 

so as required by this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

II. In addition to the penalty under paragraph I, any pet vendor who violates any of the provisions of this subdivision or rule 

adopted under it may be subject to an administrative fine levied by the commissioner, not to exceed $1,000 for each violation. 

Cruelty Laws N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 644:8 (2020) - Cruelty to Animals.   

I. In this section, "cruelty" shall include, but not be limited to, acts or omissions injurious or detrimental to the health, safety or 

welfare of any animal, including the abandoning of any animal without proper provision for its care, sustenance, protection or 

shelter. 

II. In this section, "animal" means a domestic animal, a household pet or a wild animal in captivity. 

II-a. In this section, "shelter" or "necessary shelter" for dogs shall mean any natural or artificial area which provides protection from 

the direct sunlight and adequate air circulation when that sunlight is likely to cause heat exhaustion of a dog tied or caged outside. 

Shelter from the weather shall allow the dog to remain clean and dry. Shelter shall be structurally sound and have an area within to 

afford the dog the ability to stand up, turn around and lie down, and be of proportionate size as to allow the natural body heat of 

the dog to be retained. 

III. A person is guilty of a misdemeanor for a first offense, and of a class B felony for a second or subsequent offense, who: 

 (a) Without lawful authority negligently deprives or causes to be deprived any animal in his possession or custody necessary 

care, sustenance or shelter; 

 (b) Negligently beats, cruelly whips, tortures, mutilates or in any other manner mistreats or causes to be mistreated any 

animal; 

 (c) Negligently overdrives, overworks, drives when overloaded, or otherwise abuses or misuses any animal intended for or 

used for labor; 

 (d) Negligently transports any animal in his possession or custody in a manner injurious to the health, safety or physical well-

being of such animal; 

 (e) Negligently abandons any animal previously in his or her possession or custody by causing such animal to be left without 

supervision or adequate provision for its care, sustenance, or shelter; 

 (f) Has in his or her possession an equine colt that is less than 90 days old that is not being nursed by its dam, unless the colt 
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was born in this state, and its dam has died within this state before the colt became 90 days old; 

 (g) Sells an equine colt that is less than 90 days old that is not being nursed by its dam; or 

 (h) Otherwise negligently permits or causes any animal in his or her possession or custody to be subjected to cruelty, 

inhumane treatment, or unnecessary suffering of any kind. 

III-a. A person is guilty of a class B felony who purposely beats, cruelly whips, tortures, or mutilates any animal or causes any 

animal to be beaten, cruelly whipped, tortured, or mutilated. 

IV.  

 (a) 

  (1) Any person charged with animal cruelty under paragraphs III or III-a may have his or her animals confiscated by the 

arresting officer. 

  (2) A person charged under this section may petition the court to seek an examination of the animals by a veterinarian 

licensed under RSA 332-B of his or her choice at the expense of the person charged. 

  (3) Courts shall give cases in which animals have been confiscated by an arresting officer priority on the court calendar. 

In cases in which animals have been confiscated by an arresting officer or his or her agency, a status hearing shall be held by the 

court within 14 days of the confiscation of the animals. 

  (4) Any person with proof of sole ownership or co-ownership of an animal confiscated by an arresting officer in an 

animal cruelty case and who is not a defendant or party of interest in the criminal case may petition the court for temporary 

custody of the animal. The court shall give such person priority for temporary custody of the animal if the court determines it is in 

the best interest of the animal's health, safety, and wellbeing. 

  (5) No custodian of an animal confiscated under this section shall spay or neuter or otherwise permanently alter the 

confiscated animal in his or her custody pending final disposition of the court case unless a treating veterinarian deems such 

procedure necessary to save the life of the animal. 

  (6) Upon a person's conviction of cruelty to animals, the court shall dispose of the confiscated animal in any manner it 

decides except in a case in which the confiscated animal is owned or co-owned by persons other than the defendant. If the 

defendant does not have an ownership interest in the confiscated animal, the court shall give priority to restoring full ownership 

rights to any person with proof of ownership if the court determines that such is in the best interest of the animal's health, safety, 

and wellbeing. If the confiscated animal is co-owned by the defendant, the court shall give priority to transferring the defendant's 

interest in the property to the remaining owner or co-owners equitably if the court determines that such is in the best interest of 

the animal's health, safety, and wellbeing. 

  (7) The costs to provide the confiscated animals with humane care and adequate and necessary veterinary services, if 

any, incurred in boarding and treating the animal, pending disposition of the case, and in disposing of the animal upon a 

conviction of said person for cruelty to animals, shall be borne by the person so convicted in accordance with rules adopted by the 

department of agriculture, markets, and food. 

 (b) In addition, the court may prohibit any person convicted of a misdemeanor offense of animal cruelty under RSA 644:8, 

RSA 644:8-aa, RSA 644:8-b, RSA 644:8-c, or RSA 644:8-d, or violation of RSA 644:8-f from having future ownership or custody of, 

or residing with other animals for any period of time the court deems reasonable or impose any other reasonable restrictions on 

the person's future ownership or custody of animals as necessary for the protection of the animals. The court shall prohibit or limit 

any person convicted of a felony offense of animal cruelty under RSA 644:8 or a misdemeanor or felony offense of bestiality under 

RSA 644:8-g from having future ownership or custody of other animals for a minimum of 5 years, and may impose any other 

reasonable restrictions on the person's future ownership or custody of, or residing or having contact with animals as necessary for 

the protection of the animals. For the purposes of this paragraph, a reasonable restriction on future contact may include limiting a 

person from engaging in any employment in the care of animals or other similar contact as the court sees fit. Any animal involved 

in a violation of a court order prohibiting or limiting ownership or custody of animals shall be subject to immediate forfeiture. Any 

person violating such order may, in addition to being held in criminal contempt of court or subject to a probation violation, be 

fined in the amount of $1,000 in any court of competent jurisdiction for each animal held in unlawful ownership or custody. 

 (c) If a person convicted of any offense of cruelty to animals appeals the conviction in an initial de novo or subsequent appeal 

and any confiscated animal remains in the custody of the arresting officer, the arresting officer's agency, or the arresting officer's 

agency's designee pending disposition of the appeal, in order for the defendant or appellant to maintain a future interest in the 
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age or older, such examination shall include a diagnosis of any congenital conditions that adversely affect the health of the animal. 

Any animal diagnosed with a contagious disease shall be treated and caged separately from healthy animals. 

 (d)  If an animal suffers from a congenital or hereditary condition, disease, or illness which, in the professional opinion of the 

pet dealer's veterinarian, requires euthanasia, the veterinarian shall humanely euthanize such animal without undue delay. 

 (e) In the event an animal is returned to a pet dealer due to a congenital or hereditary condition, illness, or disease requiring 

veterinary care, the pet dealer shall, without undue delay, provide the animal with proper veterinary care. 

6.  Humane euthanasia. Humane euthanasia of an animal shall be carried out in accordance with section three hundred seventy-

four of this chapter. 

7.  Exercise requirements.  Pet dealers shall develop, maintain, document, and implement an appropriate plan to provide dogs with 

the opportunity for daily exercise. In developing such plan, consideration should be given to providing positive physical contact 

with humans that encourages exercise through play or other similar activities. Such plan shall be approved by the attending 

veterinarian, and must be made available to the department upon request. 

8.  Grooming.  All animals shall be groomed regularly to prevent excessive matting of fur, overgrown toenails and flea and tick 

infestation. 

Inspections N.Y. U.C.C. Law § 26A-405 (2000) - Inspection of pet dealers. 

1. The commissioner or his or her authorized agents shall, at a minimum, make yearly inspections of pet dealers' facilities to ensure 

compliance with the provisions of this article and with the provisions of article thirty-five-D of the general business law, except for 

those pet dealers who engage in the sale of less than twenty-five animals in a year, in which case inspections shall be made 

whenever in the discretion of the commissioner or his or her authorized agents, a complaint warrants such investigation. 

2. The commissioner may, pursuant to an agreement entered into with a county or city delegate the authority to conduct 

inspections of pet dealers and to respond to complaints concerning pet dealers to such county or city where the pet dealer is 

located; provided however such delegation of inspection authority shall only be permitted where the commissioner has delegated 

his or her authority to issue licenses pursuant to section four hundred three of this article. 

3. Any person conducting an inspection of a pet dealer or responding to a complaint concerning a pet dealer shall be specifically 

trained in the proper care of cats and dogs and in the investigation and identification of cruelty to animals. 

Penalties N.Y. U.C.C. Law § 26A-406 (2014) - Violations. 

1.  In addition to the penalties provided for elsewhere in this section, a pet dealer who violates any provisions of this article may be 

subject to denial, revocation, suspension, or refusal of renewal of his or her license in accordance with the provisions of section 

four hundred four of this article. 

2. Violation of any provision of this article, is a civil offense, for which a penalty of not less than one hundred dollars and not more 

than one thousand dollars for each violation may be imposed. 

3. The provisions of this article may be enforced concurrently by the department and by the county or city to which the 

commissioner has delegated his or her licensing and inspection authority pursuant to section four hundred three and four 

hundred five of this article, and all moneys collected thereunder shall be retained by such municipality or local government. 

Cruelty Laws N.Y. Ag. & Mkt. § 353 (2005) - Overdriving, torturing and injuring animals; failure to provide proper sustenance.   

Overdriving, torturing and injuring animals; failure to provide proper sustenance. A person who overdrives, overloads, tortures or 

cruelly beats or unjustifiably injures, maims, mutilates or kills any animal, whether wild or tame, and whether belonging to himself 

or to another, or deprives any animal of necessary sustenance, food or drink, or neglects or refuses to furnish it such sustenance or 

drink, or causes, procures or permits any animal to be overdriven, overloaded, tortured, cruelly beaten, or unjustifiably injured, 

maimed, mutilated or killed, or to be deprived of necessary food or drink, or who willfully sets on foot, instigates, engages in, or in 

any way furthers any act of cruelty to any animal, or any act tending to produce such cruelty, is guilty of a class A misdemeanor 
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motive. As used in this section, the term "animal" includes every living vertebrate in the classes Amphibia, Reptilia, Aves, and 

Mammalia except human beings. However, this section shall not apply to the following activities:  

 (1) The lawful taking of animals under the jurisdiction and regulation of the Wildlife Resources Commission, except that this 

section shall apply to those birds other than pigeons exempted by the Wildlife Resources Commission from its definition of "wild 

birds" pursuant to G.S. 113-129(15a).  

 (2) Lawful activities conducted for purposes of biomedical research or training or for purposes of production of livestock, 

poultry, or aquatic species.  

 (2a) Lawful activities conducted for the primary purpose of providing food for human or animal consumption.  

 (3) Activities conducted for lawful veterinary purposes.  

 (4) The lawful destruction of any animal for the purposes of protecting the public, other animals, property, or the public health.  

 (5) The physical alteration of livestock or poultry for the purpose of conforming with breed or show standards.   

 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Cruelty Laws N.D. Cent. Code § 36-21.2-01 (2013) - Neglect - Definition - Exemptions - Penalty.  

1. Any person that willfully engages in animal neglect is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.  

2. For purposes of this chapter, "neglect" with respect to dogs and cats, means the failure to provide an animal with:  

 a. Food and water, as appropriate for the species, the breed, and the animal's age and physical condition;  

 b. Shelter from the elements, as appropriate for the species, the breed, and the animal's age and physical condition;  

 c. Necessary medical attention; and  

 d. An environment that is:  

  (1) Ventilated in a manner appropriate for the species, the breed, and the animal's age and physical condition;  

  (2) Cleaned in a manner appropriate for the species, the breed, and the animal's age and physical condition; and  

  (3) Free of conditions likely to cause injury or death to an animal of that species, breed, age, and physical condition.  

3. For purposes of this chapter, "neglect" with respect to all animals other than those included in subsection 2, means the failure to 

provide:  

 a. Food and water that is:  

  (1) Appropriate for the species and the breed; and  

  (2) Sufficient to sustain the animal's health;  

 b. Minimal protection from adverse weather conditions, as appropriate for the species and the breed; and  

 c. Medical attention in the event of an injury or illness, as appropriate for the species and the breed.  

4. The following do not constitute violations of this section:  

 a. Any usual and customary practice in:  

  (1) The production of food, feed, fiber, or ornament, including all aspects of the livestock industry;  

  (2) The boarding, breeding, competition, exhibition, feeding, raising, showing, and training of animals;  

  (3) The sport of rodeo;  

  (4) Animal racing;  

  (5) The use of animals by exhibitors licensed under the Animal Welfare Act, 7 U.S.C. 2131, et seq.;  

  (6) Fishing, hunting, and trapping;  

  (7) Wildlife management;  

  (8) The culinary arts;  

  (9) Lawful research and educational activities; and  
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 (3) Impound or confine the companion animal without affording it, during the impoundment or confinement, with access to 

shelter from heat, cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight if it is reasonably expected that the companion animal would 

die or experience unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering as a result of or due to the lack of adequate shelter. 

(F) No owner, manager, or employee of a dog kennel who confines or is the custodian or caretaker of a companion animal shall 

negligently do any of the following: 

 (1) Torture, torment, or commit an act of cruelty against the companion animal; 

 (2) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance or confine the companion animal without supplying it during the 

confinement with sufficient quantities of good, wholesome food and water if it can reasonably be expected that the companion 

animal would become sick or suffer in any other way as a result of or due to the deprivation or confinement; 

 (3) Impound or confine the companion animal without affording it, during the impoundment or confinement, with access to 

shelter from heat, cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight if it can reasonably be expected that the companion animal 

would become sick or suffer in any other way as a result of or due to the lack of adequate shelter. 

(G) Divisions (B), (C), (D), (E), and (F) of this section do not apply to any of the following: 

 (1) A companion animal used in scientific research conducted by an institution in accordance with the federal animal welfare 

act and related regulations; 

 (2) The lawful practice of veterinary medicine by a person who has been issued a license, temporary permit, or registration 

certificate to do so under Chapter 4741. of the Revised Code; 

 (3) Dogs being used or intended for use for hunting or field trial purposes, provided that the dogs are being treated in 

accordance with usual and commonly accepted practices for the care of hunting dogs; 

 (4) The use of common training devices, if the companion animal is being treated in accordance with usual and commonly 

accepted practices for the training of animals; 

 (5) The administering of medicine to a companion animal that was properly prescribed by a person who has been issued a 

license, temporary permit, or registration certificate under Chapter 4741. of the Revised Code. 

(H) Notwithstanding any section of the Revised Code that otherwise provides for the distribution of fine moneys, the clerk of court 

shall forward all fines the clerk collects that are so imposed for any violation of this section to the treasurer of the political 

subdivision or the state, whose county humane society or law enforcement agency is to be paid the fine money as determined 

under this division. The treasurer to whom the fines are forwarded shall pay the fine moneys to the county humane society or the 

county, township, municipal corporation, or state law enforcement agency in this state that primarily was responsible for or involved 

in the investigation and prosecution of the violation. If a county humane society receives any fine moneys under this division, the 

county humane society shall use the fine moneys either to provide the training that is required for humane society agents under 

section 1717.061 of the Revised Code or to provide additional training for humane society agents. 

 

OKLAHOMA 

Threshold & 

Definitions 

 

4 Okl. St. Ann. § 30.2 (2013) - Definitions. 

“Commercial breeder” and “commercial pet breeder” mean any individual, entity, association, trust, or corporation who possesses 11 

or more intact female animals for the use of breeding or dealing in animals for direct or indirect sale or for exchange in return for 

consideration.  () 

Care & 

Conditions 

4 Okl. St. Ann. § 30.3 (2013) - Enforcement of act. 

The Board shall adopt the rules necessary to enforce and administer the Commercial Pet Breeders and Animal Shelter Licensing Act 

that establish standards for care.   
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An unlicensed commercial pet breeder commits an offense if the breeder advertises animals for sale (misdemeanor, fine up to 

$500). 

An animal shelter or commercial pet breeder commits an offense if the animal shelter or commercial breeder interferes with, 

hinders, or thwarts any inspection or investigation (misdemeanor, fine $1000).   

Cruelty Laws 21 Okl. St. Ann. § 1685 (2006) - Cruelty to Animals.   

Any person who shall willfully or maliciously torture, destroy or kill, or cruelly beat or injure, maim or mutilate any animal in 

subjugation or captivity, whether wild or tame, and whether belonging to the person or to another, or deprive any such animal of 

necessary food, drink, shelter, or veterinary care to prevent suffering; or who shall cause, procure or permit any such animal to be 

so tortured, destroyed or killed, or cruelly beaten or injured, maimed or mutilated, or deprived of necessary food, drink, shelter, or 

veterinary care to prevent suffering; or who shall willfully set on foot, instigate, engage in, or in any way further any act of cruelty to 

any animal, or any act tending to produce such cruelty, shall be guilty of a felony and shall be punished by imprisonment in the 

State Penitentiary not exceeding five (5) years, or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding one (1) year, or by a fine not 

exceeding Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00).  Any animal so maltreated or abused shall be considered an abused or neglected 

animal. 

 

OREGON 

Threshold & 

Definitions 

 

O. R. S. § 167.376 (2009) - Standards of care applicable to dog breeders; records; exceptions. 

Standards of care for dog breeding only apply to a person that possesses, controls or otherwise has charge of at the same time 10 

or more sexually intact dogs that are eight months of age or older.   

 

O. R. S. § 167.374 (2009) - Possession or control of dogs for purpose of reproduction; records; exceptions.  

A person may not possess, control or otherwise have charge of at the same time more than 50 sexually intact dogs that are two 

years of age or older for the primary purpose of reproduction. 

It is prima facie evidence that a person possesses dogs for the primary purpose of reproduction if during a 12-month period the 

person sells, offers for sale, barters or exchanges more than three litters of dogs that are less than eight months of age. 

Care & 

Conditions 

O. R. S. § 167.376 (2009) - Standards of care applicable to dog breeders; records; exceptions. 

In addition to minimum care standards from section 167.310 (animal cruelty definitional section that states owners must provide 

minimum care sufficient to preserve the health and well-being of an animal (food, water, shelter, and appropriate veterinary care): 

 provide each dog with sufficient space to turn about freely, stand and sit and to lie down without the head, face, tail, legs or 

feet of the dog touching the sides of the enclosure or touching any other dog 

 provide each dog with an enclosure that: (1) has a solid floor without slats or gaps;  (2) is six inches higher than the head of the 

tallest dog in that enclosure when the tallest dog is in a normal standing position;  (3) if elevated above the floor of a room, is 

placed so that the floor of the enclosure is no more than 42 inches above the floor of the room; and is not stacked or 

otherwise placed above or below any other dog enclosure. 

 provide each dog that is more than four months of age with at least one hour of regular exercise each day, unless a 

veterinarian has certified that the dog is medically precluded from exercise 

 remove waste and contaminants from the enclosure at least once each day 

 remove the dog from the enclosure when cleaning the enclosure of waste and contaminants 

maintain required records.  

Inspections  

Penalties O. R. S. § 167.374 (2009) - Possession or control of dogs for purpose of reproduction; records; exceptions.  

Class B misdemeanor.  A court shall suspend sentence under this subsection for a violation if the person agrees to have a sufficient 

number of dogs spayed or neutered to remedy the violation 

Cruelty Laws O. R. S. 167.315 (1985) -  Animal abuse in the second degree.  
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(1) A person commits the crime of animal abuse in the second degree if, except as otherwise authorized by law, the person 

intentionally, knowingly or recklessly causes physical injury to an animal. 

(2) Any practice of good animal husbandry is not a violation of this section. 

(3) Animal abuse in the second degree is a Class B misdemeanor.  

 

ORS 167.320 (2013) - Animal abuse in the first degree.   

(1) A person commits the crime of animal abuse in the first degree if, except as otherwise authorized by law, the person 

intentionally, knowingly or recklessly: 

 (a) Causes serious physical injury to an animal; or 

 (b) Cruelly causes the death of an animal. 

(2) Any practice of good animal husbandry is not a violation of this section. 

(3) Animal abuse in the first degree is a Class A misdemeanor. 

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (3) of this section, animal abuse in the first degree is a Class C felony if: 

 (a) The person committing the animal abuse has previously been convicted of one or more of the following offenses: 

  (A) Any offense under ORS 163.160 (Assault in the fourth degree), 163.165 (Assault in the third degree), 163.175 (Assault in 

the second degree), 163.185 (Assault in the first degree) or 163.187 (Strangulation) or the equivalent laws of another jurisdiction, if 

the offense involved domestic violence as defined in ORS 135.230 (Definitions for ORS 135.230 to 135.290) or the offense was 

committed against a minor child; or 

  (B) Any offense under this section or ORS 167.322 (Aggravated animal abuse in the first degree), or the equivalent laws 

of another jurisdiction; or 

 (b) The person knowingly commits the animal abuse in the immediate presence of a minor child. For purposes of this 

paragraph, a minor child is in the immediate presence of animal abuse if the abuse is seen or directly perceived in any other 

manner by the minor child. 

(5) When animal abuse in the first degree is a felony, the Oregon Criminal Justice Commission shall classify the offense as crime 

category 6 of the sentencing guidelines grid.  

 

ORS 167.322. Aggravated animal abuse in the first degree.   

(1) A person commits the crime of aggravated animal abuse in the first degree if the person: 

 (a) Maliciously kills an animal; or 

 (b) Intentionally or knowingly tortures an animal. 

(2) Aggravated animal abuse in the first degree is a Class C felony and the Oregon Criminal Justice Commission shall classify the 

offense as crime category 6 of the sentencing guidelines grid. 

(3) As used in this section: 

 (a) “Maliciously” means intentionally acting with a depravity of mind and reckless and wanton disregard of life. 

 (b) “Torture” means an action taken for the primary purpose of inflicting pain. 

 

ORS 167.325 (2013) - Animal neglect it the second degree.   

(1) A person commits the crime of animal neglect in the second degree if, except as otherwise authorized by law, the person 

intentionally, knowingly, recklessly or with criminal negligence: 

 (a) Fails to provide minimum care for an animal in such person’s custody or control; or 

 (b) Tethers a domestic animal in the person’s custody or control and the tethering results in physical injury to the domestic 

animal. 

(2) Animal neglect in the second degree is a Class B misdemeanor. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2) of this section, animal neglect in the second degree is a Class C felony if: 

 (a) The person committing the offense has previously been convicted of two or more offenses under this section, ORS 

167.330 (Animal neglect in the first degree) or the equivalent laws of another jurisdiction; 

 (b) The offense was part of a criminal episode involving 11 or more animals; or 
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PENNSYLVANIA 

State dog wardens and other employees of the department may apply for a search warrant for the purposes of inspecting or 

examining any kennel or for the purpose of removing any dog under section 207 or 211. The warrant shall be issued upon 

probable cause.   

Penalties 3 P.S. Agriculture § 459-211 (2019) - Revocation or refusal of kennel licenses. 

The Secretary may file a suit in equity in the Commonwealth Court to enjoin the operation of any kennel that violates any of the 

provisions of this act. 

 

3 P.S. Agriculture § 459-903 (2019) - Enforcement and penalties.   

In addition to any other penalty, the Secretary may assess a civil penalty against an unlicensed kennel of not less than $500 nor 

more than $1,000 for each day it operates in violation of this act. The penalty shall be premised on the gravity and willfulness of 

the violation, the potential harm to the health and safety of the animals and the public, previous violations and the economic 

benefit to the violator for failing to comply with this act. 

 

3 P.S. Agriculture § 459-207 (2019) -  Requirements for kennels. 

The Secretary may provide a written order to cease and desist operating to an owner who is operating a kennel without a license.  

To comply with cease and desist order, owner must: 

 cease and desist from operating the kennel 

 acquire no additional dogs  

 notify the department prior to euthanization of any dogs 

 permit State dog wardens to inspect the premises 

 divest of all dogs numbering over 25 within a reasonable time period but not to exceed 10 days 

 

3 P.S. Agriculture § 459-211 (2019) - Revocation or refusal of kennel licenses 

Failure to take action or to meet the conditions imposed under this subsection, in addition to any other penalties allowed under 

this act, may result in imposition by the department of an administrative penalty of not less than $100 nor more than $500 per day 

for each violation.  

 

3 P.S. Agriculture § 459-903 (2019) - Enforcement and penalties.  

For the first offense, a summary offense and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced for each offense to pay a fine of not less than 

$100 nor more than $500 or to imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or both. 

For a subsequent offense that occurs within one year of sentencing for the prior violation, a misdemeanor of the third degree and 

shall, upon conviction, be sentenced for each offense to pay a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 plus costs of 

prosecution or to imprisonment of not more than one year, or both. 

 

3 P.S. Agriculture § 459-211. Revocation or refusal of kennel licenses. 

Cruelty Laws 18 Pa. Consol. Stat. Ann § 5532 (2018) - Neglect of animal.  

(a)  Offense defined.--A person commits an offense if the person fails to provide for the basic needs of each animal to which the 

person has a duty of care, whether belonging to himself or otherwise, including any of the following: 

 (1)  Necessary sustenance and potable water. 

 (2)  Access to clean and sanitary shelter and protection from the weather. The shelter must be sufficient to permit the animal 

to retain body heat and keep the animal dry. 

 (3)  Necessary veterinary care. 

(b)  Grading.-- 

 (1)  Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a violation of this section is a summary offense. 
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TENNESSEE 

(d) Whenever any person is taken into custody by any officer for violation of subdivision (a)(4), the officer may take charge of the 

vehicle or conveyance, and its contents, used by the person to transport the animal. The officer shall deposit these items in a safe 

place for custody. Any necessary expense incurred for taking charge of and sustaining the same shall be a lien thereon, to be paid 

before the same can lawfully be recovered; or the expenses, or any part thereof, remaining unpaid may be recovered by the person 

incurring the same of the owners of the animal in an action therefor. 

(e) In addition to the penalty imposed in subsection (g), the court making the sentencing determination for a person convicted 

under this section shall order the person convicted to surrender custody and forfeit the animal or animals whose treatment was the 

basis of the conviction. Custody shall be given to a humane society incorporated under the laws of this state. The court may 

prohibit the person convicted from having custody of other animals for any period of time the court determines to be reasonable, 

or impose any other reasonable restrictions on the person's custody of animals as necessary for the protection of the animals. 

(f) 

 (1) Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting the owner of a farm animal or someone acting with the consent of 

the owner of that animal from engaging in usual and customary practices which are accepted by colleges of agriculture or 

veterinary medicine with respect to that animal. 

 (2) It is an offense for a person other than a law enforcement officer acting with probable cause to knowingly interfere with the 

performance of any agricultural practices permitted by subdivision (f)(1). 

 (3) An offense under subdivision (f)(2) is a Class B misdemeanor. 

(g) 

 (1) Cruelty to animals is a Class A misdemeanor. 

 (2) A second or subsequent conviction for cruelty to animals is a Class E felony. 

 (3) Violation of any prohibition or restriction imposed by the sentencing court pursuant to subsection (e) is a Class A 

misdemeanor. 

 

Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-14-212 (2020) - Aggravated cruelty to animals - Definitions - Construction - Penalty.  

(a) A person commits aggravated cruelty to animals when, with no justifiable purpose, the person intentionally or knowingly: 

 (1) Kills, maims, tortures, crushes, burns, drowns, suffocates, mutilates, starves, or otherwise causes serious physical injury, a 

substantial risk of death, or death to a companion animal; or 

 (2) Fails to provide food or water to the companion animal resulting in a substantial risk of death or death. 

(b) For purposes of this section: 

 (1) [Deleted by 2021 amendment.] 

 (2) “Companion animal” means any non-livestock animal as defined in § 39-14-201; 

 (3) “Elderly” means any person sixty-five (65) years of age or older; and 

 (4) “Minor” means any person under eighteen (18) years of age. 

(c) Subsection (a) is not to be construed to prohibit or interfere with the following endeavors: 

 (1) Dispatching an animal in any manner absent of aggravated cruelty; 

 (2) Engaging in lawful hunting, trapping, or fishing activities, including activities commonly associated with the hunting of small 

game as defined in § 70-1-101(a); 

 (3) Dispatching rabid or diseased animals; 

 (4) Dispatching animals posing a clear and immediate threat to human safety; 

 (5) Performing or conducting bona fide scientific tests, experiments or investigations within or for a bona fide research 

laboratory, facility or institution; 

 (6) Performing accepted veterinary medical practices or treatments; 
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UTAH 

   (E) swine; 

   (F) equines; 

   (G) camelidae; 

   (H) ratites; or 

   (I) bison; 

  (ii) domesticated elk, as defined in Section 4-39-102; 

  (iii) a livestock guardian dog, as defined in Section 76-6-111; or 

  (iv) any domesticated nonhuman vertebrate creature, domestic furbearer, or domestic poultry, raised, kept, or used for 

agricultural purposes. 

 (g) "Necessary food, water, care, or shelter" means the following, taking into account the species, age, and physical condition 

of the animal: 

  (i) appropriate and essential food and water; 

  (ii) adequate protection, including appropriate shelter, against extreme weather conditions; and 

  (iii) other essential care. 

 (h) "Torture" means intentionally or knowingly causing or inflicting extreme physical pain to an animal in an especially heinous, 

atrocious, cruel, or exceptionally depraved manner. 

(2) Except as provided in Subsection (4) or (6), a person is guilty of cruelty to an animal if the person, without legal privilege to do 

so, intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with criminal negligence: 

 (a) fails to provide necessary food, water, care, or shelter for an animal in the person's custody; 

 (b) abandons an animal in the person's custody; 

 (c) injures an animal; 

 (d) causes any animal, not including a dog or game fowl, to fight with another animal of like kind for amusement or gain; or 

 (e) causes any animal, including a dog or game fowl, to fight with a different kind of animal or creature for amusement or gain. 

(3) Except as provided in Section 76-9-301.7, a violation of Subsection (2) is: 

 (a) a class B misdemeanor if committed intentionally or knowingly; and 

 (b) a class C misdemeanor if committed recklessly or with criminal negligence. 

(4) A person is guilty of aggravated cruelty to an animal if the person: 

 (a) tortures an animal; 

 (b) administers, or causes to be administered, poison or a poisonous substance to an animal; or 

 (c) kills an animal or causes an animal to be killed without having a legal privilege to do so. 

(5) Except as provided in Subsection (6) or Section 76-9-301.7, a violation of Subsection (4) is: 

 (a) a class A misdemeanor if committed intentionally or knowingly; 

 (b) a class B misdemeanor if committed recklessly; and 

 (c) a class C misdemeanor if committed with criminal negligence. 

(6) A person is guilty of a third degree felony if the person intentionally or knowingly tortures a companion animal. 

(7) It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the conduct of the actor towards the animal was: 

 (a) by a licensed veterinarian using accepted veterinary practice; 

 (b) directly related to bona fide experimentation for scientific research, provided that if the animal is to be destroyed, the 

manner employed will not be unnecessarily cruel unless directly necessary to the veterinary purpose or scientific research involved; 

 (c) permitted under Section 18-1-3; 

 (d) by a person who humanely destroys any animal found suffering past recovery for any useful purpose; or 

 (e) by a person who humanely destroys any apparently abandoned animal found on the person's property. 
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UTAH 

(8) For purposes of Subsection (7)(d), before destroying the suffering animal, the person who is not the owner of the animal shall 

obtain: 

 (a) the judgment of a veterinarian of the animal's nonrecoverable condition; 

 (b) the judgment of two other persons called by the person to view the unrecoverable condition of the animal in the person's 

presence; 

 (c) the consent from the owner of the animal to the destruction of the animal; or 

 (d) a reasonable conclusion that the animal's suffering is beyond recovery, through the person's own observation, if the person 

is in a location or circumstance where the person is unable to contact another person. 

(9) This section does not affect or prohibit: 

 (a) the training, instruction, and grooming of animals, if the methods used are in accordance with accepted animal husbandry 

practices or customary farming practices; 

 (b) the use of an electronic locating or training collar by the owner of an animal for the purpose of lawful animal training, 

lawful hunting practices, or protecting against loss of that animal; or 

 (c) the lawful hunting of, fishing for, or trapping of, wildlife. 

(10) County and municipal governments may not prohibit the use of an electronic locating or training collar. 

(11) Upon conviction under this section, the court may in its discretion, in addition to other penalties: 

 (a) order the defendant to be evaluated to determine the need for psychiatric or psychological counseling, to receive 

counseling as the court determines to be appropriate, and to pay the costs of the evaluation and counseling; 

 (b) require the defendant to forfeit any rights the defendant has to the animal subjected to a violation of this section and to 

repay the reasonable costs incurred by any person or agency in caring for each animal subjected to violation of this section; 

 (c) order the defendant to no longer possess or retain custody of any animal, as specified by the court, during the period of 

the defendant's probation or parole or other period as designated by the court; and 

 (d) order the animal to be placed for the purpose of adoption or care in the custody of a county or municipal animal control 

agency or an animal welfare agency registered with the state to be sold at public auction or humanely destroyed. 

(12) This section does not prohibit the use of animals in lawful training. 

(13) A veterinarian who, acting in good faith, reports a violation of this section to law enforcement may not be held civilly liable for 

making the report. 

 

VERMONT 

Threshold & 

Definitions 

 

20 V.S.A. § 3541 (2031) - Definitions.   

"Pet dealer" means any person who sells or exchanges or who offers to sell or exchange cats, dogs, or wolf-hybrids, or any 

combination thereof, from three or more litters of cats, dogs, or wolf-hybrids in any 12-month period. This definition shall not apply 

to pet shops, animal shelters, or rescue organizations as those terms are defined in section 3901 of this title.  

Care & 

Conditions 

Code Vt. R. 20-022-001-3.1 through 3.14 (2021) - Animal welfare regulations. 

 facilities, generally (3.1) 

 indoor facilities (3.2) 

 outdoor facilities (3.3) 

 primary enclosures (3.4) 

 feeding (3.5) 

 watering (3.6) 

 sanitation (3.7) 

 employees (3.8) 
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VIRGINIA 

 (i) tortures, willfully inflicts inhumane injury or pain not connected with bona fide scientific or medical experimentation, or 

cruelly and unnecessarily beats, maims, or mutilates any dog or cat that is a companion animal whether belonging to him or 

another and  

 (ii) as a direct result causes serious bodily injury to such dog or cat that is a companion animal, the death of such dog or cat 

that is a companion animal, or the euthanasia of such animal on the recommendation of a licensed veterinarian upon 

determination that such euthanasia was necessary due to the condition of the animal  

is guilty of a Class 6 felony.  

If a dog or cat is attacked on its owner's property by a dog so as to cause injury or death, the owner of the injured dog or cat may 

use all reasonable and necessary force against the dog at the time of the attack to protect his dog or cat. Such owner may be 

presumed to have taken necessary and appropriate action to defend his dog or cat and shall therefore be presumed not to have 

violated this subsection. The provisions of this subsection shall not overrule § 3.2-6540, 3.2-6540.1, or 3.2-6552. 

For the purposes of this subsection, "serious bodily injury" means bodily injury that involves substantial risk of death, extreme 

physical pain, protracted and obvious disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of a bodily member, organ, or 

mental faculty. 

G. Any person convicted of violating this section may be prohibited by the court from possession or ownership of companion 

animals. 

 

WASHINGTON 

Threshold & 

Definitions 

 

RCWA 16.52.310 (2010) - Dog breeding—Limit on the number of dogs—Required conditions—Penalty—Limitation of section—

Definitions. 

Breeder not specifically defined, but law applies to a person who keeps 10 or more dogs with intact sexual organs over the age of 6 

months in an enclosure for the majority of the day. 

A person may not own, possess, control, or otherwise have charge or custody of more than fifty dogs (50) with intact sexual organs 

over the age of six months at any time (except for commercial dog breeders licensed, before January 1, 2010, by the United States 

Department of Agriculture pursuant to the federal Animal Welfare Act (Title 7 U.S.C. Sec. 2131 et seq.). 

Care & 

Conditions 

RCWA 16.52.310 (2010) - Dog breeding—Limit on the number of dogs—Required conditions—Penalty—Limitation of section—

Definitions. 

 Must provide enough space for dog to turn around freely, stand, sit, and lie down 

 One hour of exercise each day (for dogs over 4 months old) 

 Adequate housing and primary enclosures (sanitary, ventilated, shelter from extreme weather, floors that protect the dogs' feet 

from injury, removal of feces and debris, etc.) 

 Compatible grouping of dogs 

 Easy and convenient access to adequate clean food and water 

 Veterinary care without delay when necessary 

Inspections  

Penalties RCWA 16.52.310 (2010) - Dog breeding—Limit on the number of dogs—Required conditions—Penalty—Limitation of section—

Definitions. 

A person who violates subsection (1) (keeping more than 50 dogs) or (2) (standards of care) is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. 

Cruelty Laws RCW 16.52.205 (2020) - Animal cruelty in the first degree.  

(1) A person is guilty of animal cruelty in the first degree when, except as authorized in law, he or she intentionally (a) inflicts 

substantial pain on, (b) causes physical injury to, or (c) kills an animal by a means causing undue suffering or while manifesting an 

extreme indifference to life, or forces a minor to inflict unnecessary pain, injury, or death on an animal. 

(2) 

 (a) A person is guilty of animal cruelty in the first degree when, except as authorized by law or as provided in (c) of this 

subsection, he or she, with criminal negligence, starves, dehydrates, or suffocates an animal, or exposes an animal to excessive heat 
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WYOMING 

under this subsection.  The cruelty to household pet animals protection account shall be a permanent, nonreversion account within 

the state auditor's office.  As used in this subsection and subsection (p) of this section, “household pet” means any privately owned 

dog, cat, rabbit, guinea pig, hamster, mouse, gerbil, ferret, bird, fish, reptile, amphibian, invertebrate or any other species of 

domesticated animal sold, transferred or retained for the purpose of being kept as a pet in or near a house.  “Household pet” shall 

not include any livestock as defined in W.S. 23-1-102(a)(xvi) . 

(p) A person commits household pet animal cruelty if he: 

 (i) Keeps any household pet in a manner that results in chronic or repeated serious physical harm to the household pet; or 

 (ii) Keeps the household pet confined in conditions which constitute a public health hazard. 

 

Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 6-3-1005 (2021) - Felony cruelty to animals; penalty. 

(a)  A person commits felony cruelty to animals if the person:   

 (i)  Commits cruelty to animals as defined in W.S. 63-1002(a)(v) through (ix), that results in the death or required euthanasia of 

the animal; or   

 (ii)  Knowingly, and with intent to cause death or undue suffering, beats with cruelty, tortures, torments or mutilates an animal.   

(b)  Felony cruelty to animals is a felony punishable by:   

 (i)  Permanent forfeiture of the animal or livestock animal; and   

 (ii)  Imprisonment for not more than two (2) years, a fine of not more than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), or both. 

 


