
Genetic Diversity Project 

Sample Submission Form 
 

We appreciate your support! If you have any questions about the procedure, please contact AKC® 
DNA Operations at dnahealth@akc.org or call 919-816-3508. 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in the AKC® DNA Program Genetic Diversity Project. The goal of the 
Genetic Diversity Project is to generate whole genome sequences of 4000 dogs to create the world’s 
premier database of canine genomic information. To represent genetic diversity, the AKC® DNA 
Program will analyze pedigrees to include different founders. Phenotypes, such as colors, health traits, 
and temperament, will also be used as selection criteria. Dogs from Foundation Stock Service® breeds 
and breeds that are not yet AKC® recognized are also invited to participate. 
 

Enclosed is the DNA Kit containing the materials necessary to submit a sample of DNA from your dog.  
• six (6) cheek swabs 
• one (1) DNA swab envelope 
• one (1) DNA Submission Form 

Reminder & Tips: 
 

Withhold food at least one hour before collecting the DNA sample. It is not necessary to withhold water. 
Visually inspect the dog’s mouth for any debris. The presence of food or debris may prevent us from 
producing genotypes from this sample. 

 

Step 1 Complete the submission form on the back of this page. Complete all dog information on the Swab 
Envelope. 
 

Step 2 Open the swab package by peeling back the loose edges of the Swab Sleeve about one (1) inch. 
 

Step 3 Grasp the swab’s plastic handle and pull the swab out. 
 
Note: Human cells will not contaminate the brush. Do not worry if you accidentally touch the 
bristles on the brush. 
 

Step 4 Collect the DNA. The objective is to get loose cheek cells on the bristle brush, not saliva. Please 
use all 6 bristle brushes in the kit and return (or as many as your dog allows). 
 

• Firmly hold the dog’s head and place the swab into the dog’s mouth against the inside 
surface of the cheek. While applying light pressure with your thumb, firmly rotate the swab 
against the dog’s cheek for about 10 to 20 seconds. 
 

• Immediately reinsert the swab into its individual Swab Sleeve (no need to seal the sleeve). 
 

Step 5 Place all swabs into the DNA Swab Envelope, seal the envelope, and sign the back. 
Please make sure the sample IDs on all swabs match the sample ID on the Swab Envelope. 
 

Step 6 Return sample with submission form in a separate envelope 
addressed to: 

Included in your kit: 

AKC DNA Program 
Genetic Diversity Project 

PO Box 900065 
Raleigh, NC 27675-9065 
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Genetic Diversity Project 

Sample Submission Form 
 

We appreciate your support! If you have any questions about the procedure, please contact AKC® 
DNA Operations at dnahealth@akc.org or call 919-816-3508. 

 

Use this form to submit a DNA sample for the AKC® DNA Program Genetic Diversity Project. Fill in 
the information below completely. DNA samples collected and processed for the Genetic Diversity 
Project do not fulfill registration requirements. 

Owner Contact Information: 

Name                                                                                                                                                                                        

Street                                                                                                                                                                              

City, State, Zip Code                                                                                                                                                                           

Telephone Number                                                       Email                                                                                     
 
 

The AKC® values your participation in canine research, and we seek to serve the needs of breeders. 
Are you interested in being contacted to participate in future studies?       ⃝ Yes         ⃝ No 
Your information will not be shared with any other AKC® programs or external parties. You will be contacted via email or phone. 
 
 

Dog Information: 
Please complete all sections below that apply to the sample submitted (*required fields): 

* AKC® registered name                                 

AKC® registration/litter number (optional)             

Call Name *Sex                         

*Breed                                                                                                                                                                   

*Microchip/Tattoo                  

 

I certify that I am authorized to provide AKC® with a DNA sample from the above dog; and, that I 
have correctly identified the dog and its DNA sample. All DNA samples and resulting data become the 
property of the AKC® and will be stored or disposed of at the discretion of the AKC®. 

 

 
 

Signature                                                                                                                    Date                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dnahealth@akc.org

	Reminder & Tips:

	Street: 
	City State Zip Code: 
	Telephone Number: 
	Email: 
	AKC registered name: 
	AKC registrationlitter number optional: 
	Call Name: 
	Sex: 
	Breed: 
	MicrochipTattoo: 
	Date: 
	Name: 


