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INTRODUCTION

The American Kennel Club (AKC)® loves all dogs and cares deeply
about their wellbeing. AKC is the world’s largest breed registry for
dogs. Our affiliated clubs operate America’s largest purebred rescue
network. For more than 135 years, AKC has been proud to be the
only non-profit all-breed registry devoted to the health and
wellbeing of all dogs.

AKC advocates for responsible dog owners and supports strong
enforcement of local and state animal cruelty laws as well as the
federal Animal Welfare Act (AWA), which provides consistent
minimum standards of care, as well as regulatory oversight and
inspection of pet breeders/dealers, transporters, and other
important players in the pet industry.

The majority of breeders who register their dogs with AKC do not
sell pets through pet stores. However, AKC’s strong commitment to
responsible dog ownership and the well-being of all dogs; our
expertise with both rescue and purpose-bred dogs; and the
potentially deleterious impacts of bans on purpose-bred dogs
compels us to express concerns about the carelessly promoted false
narrative that equates “professional” breeders with “substandard.”

Rottweiler

Great pets can come from a variety of sources, including breeders, shelters, rescues, and retail pet stores.
Those who choose a pet store want the confidence of knowing that the store and breeder are regulated and
inspected, and that the dogs come with consumer protection and health guarantees. Laws that ban the sale of
purpose-bred puppies effectively eliminate those benefits, thereby undermining the aforementioned consumer
protection and responsible dog ownership practices. Moreover, because the health history of random-source
dogs cannot be verified, such laws negatively impact the wellbeing of pets at the population level.

Animal extremists groups that oppose the purposeful breeding of dogs have long sought to unfairly tarnish the
reputation of dog breeders and to shut down regulated professionals by falsely claiming that breeders are
cruel or negligent “puppy mills”. A common tactic of those anti-breeder groups is to push for laws that prohibit
pet retailers from selling purpose-bred pets by using inaccurate and emotionally-charged claims that pet
breeders and pet stores routinely neglect pets. Typically, their “solution” would force retailers to offer only
pets from rescues or shelters.

A better solution to ensuring the wellbeing of pets is strong, effective negligence and cruelty laws, effective
regulation of commercial pet breeders and sellers, and consumer protection laws that hold pet sellers
accountable. In this way, bad actors are held accountable while individuals and families can still have the
opportunity to choose the right pet for their lifestyle.





http://www.akc.org/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/01/31/2019-00506/guidance-regarding-agency-interpretation-of-rabies-free-as-it-relates-to-the-importation-of-dogs
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AKC POSITION STATEMENTS

Protection for Puppy Purchasers

The American Kennel Club supports reasonable laws and regulations intended to protect the pet buying
public in obtaining a sound dog of the breed represented. Breeders and/or sellers should be responsible for
providing certain refunds, replacements, or reimbursements should the dog sold become ill or die from a
condition contracted prior to the purchase. Such remedies should be conditioned upon the buyer’s scrupulous
adherence to the care and feeding program prescribed by the breeder and/or seller, as well as a timely
examination by a state licensed veterinarian. Breeders and/or sellers should provide buyers with a written
bill of sale detailing the responsibilities of both the buyer and seller. This bill of sale should also detail any
exclusions to refunds, replacements, or reimbursements.

Pet Choice

The American Kennel Club emphatically supports freedom of choice in selecting a pet. AKC actively promotes
efforts to ensure that people are educated, understand the demands of responsible ownership, and have
access to a pet that is right for them. AKC strongly opposes any measure that restricts choice by compelling
people and/or retailers to obtain pets solely from shelter or rescue distributors.

ADDRESSING COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

These position statements are the exclusive expression of AKC’s
public policy positions, and serve as the guiding principles for
AKC’s positions on legislation. When implemented through the
development and enactment of sound laws regarding pet sales,
they protect the freedom of puppy buyers to choose the dog they
want from the source they want, while imposing sourcing standards
on pet stores and compliance standards on commercial breeders.

As separate entities, AKC-affiliated clubs are membership
organizations comprised primarily of local or breed-specific dog
hobby-level enthusiasts. Individual hobby clubs may impose rules
and requirements that reflect the interests and values of their
particular members, which should not be construed to be official
AKC policy. It is important that lawmakers understand and respect
the difference between guidance for developing sound, reasonable,
and fair laws versus private organizations’ guidelines for their & ) :
members. f"’
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http://www.akc.org/
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MODEL LEGISLATION (CONTINUED)

(E) "Pet store" means a for-profit retail business that sells dogs or cats to the public as
pets. The term does not include an individual who sells, gives, or otherwise transfers dogs
or cats raised, bred, or both by the individual.

Section 2 — Sale of Dog or Cat by Pet Store.
A pet store may not sell a dog or cat unless the pet store obtained the dog or cat from:

a
b
c
d

e

an animal control agency;

an animal shelter;

an animal rescue organization; or
a qualified breeder or broker.
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Section 3 — Maintenance of Records.

(a) A pet store shall maintain a record documenting from which animal control agency, animal shelter,

animal rescue organization, or qualified breeder or broker the pet store obtained each dog or cat in the
possession of the pet store for not less than one year following the date the pet store takes possession
of the dog or cat.

(b) A pet store shall make the records maintained under this section reasonably available for inspection
by an animal control agency, animal shelter, animal rescue organization, or licensed qualified breeder
or broker from which the pet store has received a dog or cat during the preceding 12 months.

Section 4 — Public Posting.

A pet store shall post in a conspicuous location affixed to the enclosure of each dog or cat available for sale
the name of the animal control agency, animal shelter, animal rescue organization, or qualified breeder or
broker from which the pet store obtained the dog or cat.

Section 5 — Civil Penalty.

A pet store that violates Section 2 is liable to this state for a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed $500
for each dog or cat sold in violation of that section. The attorney general may bring an action to collect the
civil penalty imposed under this section.

Section 6 — Application of Law.

The change in law made by this Act applies only to a dog or cat obtained by a pet store on or after the
effective date of this Act. A dog or cat obtained by a pet store before the effective date of this Act is

governed by the law in effect on the date the dog or cat was obtained, and the former law is continued in
effect for that purpose.
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