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SUMMARY OF RHODE ISLAND HUNTING AND PUBLIC LAND USE PROPOSALS 
March 1, 2023 

PROPOSAL 1: 
Rescind current Park and Management Area Rules and Regulations (250-RICR-100-00-1)  
[Replaced by rules below.] 

 

PROPOSAL 2:   
RI Hunting and Trapping Regulations for ’22-’23 and ’23-’24 Seasons (250-RICR-60-00-9) – This proposed change 
adds new guidelines regarding Dog Training Areas.   It provides that: 

• Dog training shall be allowed on designated areas only between January 1 and September 30, and that 
dogs may run freely provided they are under the voice, collar, or check cord command of their trainer.   

• Areas specifically designated for training dogs are the Black Farm Management Area; the Nicholas Farm 
Management Area north of the Trestle Trail; and the Arcadia Midway Trial Area confined to the 
developed field complex east of Brook Trail, south of Austin Farm Road and west of the established field 
edges comprising the Midway fields area.   

• Training hours are sunrise to sunset.  

• All persons using training areas shall possess a valid hunting license.   

• All dogs used in areas shall be licensed and have proof of rabies vaccinations; and all dogs utilized in 
hunting or training must wear a collar bearing the name and address of the owner, while the handler 
must possess a valid dog license tag.   

• Training with live birds is permitted provided the bird is released unharmed.   

• Shooting of live birds for training purposes is prohibited.   

• Sanctioned field trials may be held at Arcadia, Carolina, Durfee Hill Marsh, Burlingame (Durfee) Pond, and 
Nicholas Farm areas, after securing a Special Use permit from the State Lands Management Council.   

• Dog training and all hunting, except bow hunting for deer and waterfowl hunting, is prohibited on state 
land during the five-day period prior to small game season.   

 

PROPOSAL 3:  
General Provisions for State Parks and Conservation Management Areas (250-RICR-100-00-7) – This rule seeks to: 

• Require all dogs to be wearing a collar with a valid license tag on Public Reservations. 

• Prohibit the release of any animal within any Public Reservation, except as permitted by the state’s 
hunting regulations.   



• Prohibit a person from leaving an animal unattended in a vehicle, except for dogs that are being used for 
hunting or dog trails between September 1-March 31 in accordance with the state’s hunting regulations.   

 

PROPOSAL 4: 
State Parks (250-RICR-100-00-8) – This rule would: 

• Require dogs to be on a leash of not more than six feet in length and under control of its handler at all 
times; and that handlers are responsible for the caring and supervision of the animal, including feeding, 
toileting, and cleaning up after the animal.   

• With the exception of those using service animals, limit people from brining any animal onto any state 
bathing beach, East Beach/Ninigret Conservation Area, or Burlingame Picnic Area from April 1-September 
30. 

• Restrict pets from camping areas, unless with written permission or as may be allowed by current state 
law and policies.   

 

PROPOSAL 5:  
Conservation Management Areas (250-RICR-100-00-9) – This rule would:  

• Clarify that persons may walk leashed dogs on management areas, as long as a leash does not exceed 25-
feet in length and the animal is under control at all times.   

• Except on designated areas, limit dogs from being trained, run, be exercised, or be permitted to run at 
large on State Management Areas from March 15-August 15, without written permission of the State 
Land Management Council.   

• Permit walking of dogs on a leash of not more than 25-feet in length on roads and trails only.   

• Restrict cross-country skiers from bringing dogs on designated cross-country ski trails.   

• Clarify that wildlife food plots may be entered by walkers, hikers, hunters, and for the purpose of training 
dogs only.  Entering food plots is prohibited between June 1-August 15, except for the purpose of training 
dogs in designated areas.   

• Limit entry of dogs to certain Bay Islands areas: At all times at Dutch Island, Dyer Island, Gould Island, 
Hope Island, and Patience Island; except that hunting dogs may be used at Hope Island while hunting 
small game or migratory birds only during the open seasons and hunting dogs may be used at Patience 
Island while hunting migratory birds only during the open seasons. 

 


