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Health Statement for the American Rottweiler Club (ARC)
Approved by the ARC Board on October 15,2019

Health Guidelines For Rottweilers

The American Rottweiler Club is committed to promoting healthy dogs and to the continued health of the
Rottweiler breed for generations to come by continuing to test breeding stock for diseases known to occur in
the breed. ARC relies on our member breeders to continue to maintain high standards and exercise responsible
breeding practices.

The American Rottweiler Club Mandatory Practices currently require that all breeding stock must have a CHIC
number which includes testing and disclosing results for the following before being bred:

Hip Dysplasia: An OFA Hip Certification number (indicating an evaluation of Excellent, Good or Fair) from x-rays
taken at 24 months of age or older.

Heart: An evaluation of “Cardiac Normal” at 24 months of age or older with results submitted to and recorded
with OFA. It is strongly recommended that the cardiac evaluation be performed by a Board-Certified Cardiologist
and strongly recommended that the certification be done by echocardiogram.

Eyes: An OFA Companion Animal Eye Registry (CAER) or Canine Eye Registry Foundation (CERF) number issued
and based on an eye exam performed at 24 months of age or older by an American College of Veterinary
Ophthalmologist (ACVO) Board-certified ophthalmologist. Re-examination and re-certification must be
performed at a minimum of every three years and must be dated within three years prior to being bred.

Elbow Dysplasia: Elbows must be x-rayed at 24 months of age or older and recorded with OFA with results
released for public review regardless of pass or failure. It is strongly recommended to breed only normal elbows
to normal elbows, or Grade 1 DJD to normal elbows.

Juvenile Laryngeal Paralysis and Polyneuropathy (JLPP): ARC members must avoid producing puppies affected
by the deadly JLPP DNA mutation. The best way to avoid producing affected puppies is to DNA test all breeding
stock and to ensure that two carriers are never bred together. DNA test results must be recorded with OFA and
must reflect the individual’s AKC number and name. All breedings done by an ARC member MUST have at least
one parent clear of carrying the DNA mutation. The breeding pair may be cleared by parentage for JLPP
(https://www.ofa.org/?s=parentage.)

To read the complete ARC Mandatory Practices visit:
www.amrottclub.org/about-the-american-rottweiler-club/mandatory-practices/
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