
Presents  

The Papillon Breed Standard 





Titian painted a number  

of tiny red & white spaniels 

which were then referred to as 

the ñTitian Spanielsò.   

 
 

Titian, Italian painter 

ññPortrait of Clarissa Strozziò 1542 











Papillons were  

 bred to be  

Companions 



Breed type is comprised of  the  

Fine Points 

outlined in the Standard 



The Papillon Breed Standard 





of fine bone structure 











Height at  withers ï 8 to 11 inches 

 

Fault ï over 11 inches 

 
DISQUALIFICATION ï Over 12 inches 

SIZE, PROPORTION,  

SUBSTANCE  



11 inches at the withers  

& 

8 ½ inches at the withers 

 

Height at  withers ï 8 to 11 inches 

 

Fault ï over 11 inches 

 

DISQUALIFICATION ïOver 12 inches 

SIZE, PROPORTION,  

SUBSTANCE  









Of fine-boned structure 

SIZE, PROPORTION,  

SUBSTANCE  









ÅLarge  

ÅRounded tips 

ÅSet on sides toward back of head 

 

 

 

 

 

EARS 





Ears of the erect type are 

carried obliquely 

 & move like the spread wings 

of a butterfly. 

Leather should be  

of sufficient strength  

to maintain the erect position. 

EARS 









ÅHead is small 

 

ÅSkull is of medium width 

 

SKULL 



ÅSlightly rounded between ears 

 

ÅWell defined stop 

SKULL 







ÅTight 

ÅThin  

ÅBlack 

 

LIPS 

Tongue must not be visible  

when jaws are closed 



DARK 

ÅEYES 

BLACK 

ÅEYE RIMS 

Å LIPS 

ÅNOSE  

 

HEAD 



Teeth must meet in a 

scissors bite 

 

Fault ï Overshot or 

Undershot 

BITE 











ÅSet high 

 

ÅCarried well arched over the body 

 

ÅCovered in a long flowing plume 

ÅLow-set  

ÅNot arched over the back 

ÅToo short  

TAIL 

TAIL FAULTS 







Å Thin  

Å Elongated   

Å Hare-like  

Å Pointing neither in nor out 

 

 

Hair on feet is short, but fine tufts may appear over toes & grow 

beyond them, forming a point. 

FRONT FEET 



 

Å Well developed      

Å Well angulated 

 

HINDLEGS 

Å Slender  

Å Fine boned  

Å Parallel when viewed from behind 

 

HOCKS 

Å Inclined neither in or out 

 

Rear dewclaws must be removed 

HINDQUARTERS 







ÅAbundant 

ÅLong 

ÅFine 

ÅSilky 

ÅFlowing  

ÅStraight 

ÅResilient quality 

 

COAT 













Always parti-color or white with patches of any color(s) 

DISQUALFICATION 

An all white dog or 

dog with no white 

COLOR 





ÅColor other than white must cover 

both ears back & front 

 

ÅExtend without interruption from the 

ears over both eyes  

HEAD COLOR 



ÅClearly defined white blaze &noseband  

  are preferred to a solidly marked head  

 

ÅSymmetry of facial markings are desirable  
  

HEAD COLOR 









The size, shape, placement, & presence or absence of patches 

of color on the body are without importance.   

BODY MARKINGS 





Ticking is acceptable 

   

Origin is the  

Continental Toy Spaniel 

COLOR 



A slight extension of the white collar onto the base of the ears, or a few white 

hairs interspersed among the color, shall not be penalized, provided the 

butterfly appreance is not sacrificed.  

COLOR 





ÅFree  

ÅQuick  

ÅEasy 

ÅGraceful 

 

GAIT 



Free, Quick, Easy, Graceful 

Not Paddlefooted 

GAIT 









Farm Dog 

Weight Pull 

Dock Diving 

BEAUTY & BRAINS 

Obedience 



Drag Race 

Fast Cat 

Barn Hunt 

BEAUTY & BRAINS 

Agility 



Judging the Papillon 











Å1/3 to 2/3 head 

ÅLarge, round, well fringed ears 

ÅFine & tapering muzzle 

ÅWell defined stop 

ÅScissors bite 

ÅDark round eye 

ÅBlack pigment 

ÅBlack nose 

HEAD FINE POINTS ON EXAM 









× Over 11 inches at the withers  

× Ears small, pointed, set too high; one ear up, or 

ears partly down 

× Bite - Overshot or undershot 

× Tail - Low-set tail; one not arched over the back, 

or too short 

FAULTS 

SEVERELY PENALIZED 

× Nose not black 

× Color other than white not covering both ears, 

back & front, or not extending from the ears over 

both eyes  

 





Small, friendly, elegant, fine-boned, light, dainty, lively action, butterfly-like ears 






