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What’s New from AKC Government Relations 

December was a very busy month for the AKC GR team.  In addition to legislative/policy tracking,

updates and advocacy, the team also updated and prepared a number of new resources highlighted in

this newsletter. These include two new Key Issues webpages on pet choice/sales bans and service

dogs; and new resources on the legal status of dogs, breed speci�c laws, and new tips and guidance on

how to advocate for your rights as dog owners. All of this is available for you at www.akcgr.org.

READ MORE

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWtjLm9yZy8_cD0xMDU3NDYmcG9zdF90eXBlPWNsdWJzX2RlbGVnYXRlcyZwcmV2aWV3X2lkPTEwNTc0NiZ1dG1fc291cmNlPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXImdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMDA4MjdfdGFraW5nX2NvbW1hbmQ/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1B045a9266
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2xhYz80JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Bd96cb8df
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWtjLm9yZy9jbHVicy1kZWxlZ2F0ZXMvZ292ZXJubWVudC1yZWxhdGlvbnMvbmV3c2xldHRlcnMvdGFraW5nLWNvbW1hbmQvd2hhdHMtbmV3LWdyLWRlY2VtYmVyLTIwMjAvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1B2b69abed


What the Recently Announced Service Animal Air Travel Rules Mean for Travelers

Earlier this month, the U.S. Department of Transportation announced new rules for the use of service

animals in air travel.  Here is a summary of the changes and what led to them. 
 

A federal law known as the Air Carrier Access Act (ACAA) prohibits discrimination on the basis of

disability in air travel. The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) is responsible for carrying out the

ACAA, and creates and enforces rules that de�ne the rights of passengers and the obligations of

airlines under that law.

Read  More

 

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTgxNjMyMD8wJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1B74146b32
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTgxNjMyMD8wJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1C74146b32
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWtjLm9yZy9sZWdpc2xhdGl2ZS1hbGVydHMvYnJlYWtpbmctbmV3cy11LXMtZGVwdC10cmFuc3BvcnRhdGlvbi1yZXZpc2VzLWFpcmxpbmUtc2VydmljZS1hbmltYWxzLXJ1bGVzLz91dG1fc291cmNlPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXImdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMDA4MjdfdGFraW5nX2NvbW1hbmQ/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Bf7f155bf
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTgxNjMyMD8wJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1D74146b32


Election Wrap-Up: The Votes Are All In … Now Your Job Begins!

Now is one of the most important times of the year for you as responsible dog owners, breeders, and

exhibitors to reach out to newly elected and reelected federal, state and local lawmakers.  The election

campaigns have concluded and the preparations for the upcoming legislative sessions are underway.

Many new lawmakers –and even returning lawmakers—likely  know little about canine legislation or

policy.  More importantly, it’s likely they know even less about how passionate you are about such

issues.

Read More

 

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc5OTQxOD8xJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Bf984e182
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc5OTQxOD8xJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Cf984e182
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc5OTQxOD8xJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Df984e182


Open Letter to Federal, State & Local Government Of�cials Regarding Pets and COVID-19

Precautions

We in the responsible pet care community commend the swift actions you and your peers across the

country are taking to protect human health and reduce the current surge in COVID-19 infection cases.

As you take these critical steps to control the spread of the disease, including again directing business

closures, we urge you to continue to take into account the well-being of the pets and other animals

loved and cared for by the citizens in your communities.

Read More

 

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9waWphYy5vcmcvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9wZGZzL0RlY2VtYmVyMjAyMFBldENhcmVDb21tdW5pdHlPcGVuTGV0dGVyLnBkZj91dG1fc291cmNlPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXImdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMDA4MjdfdGFraW5nX2NvbW1hbmQ/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1B1d62f282
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9waWphYy5vcmcvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9wZGZzL0RlY2VtYmVyMjAyMFBldENhcmVDb21tdW5pdHlPcGVuTGV0dGVyLnBkZj91dG1fc291cmNlPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXImdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMDA4MjdfdGFraW5nX2NvbW1hbmQ/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1C1d62f282
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9waWphYy5vcmcvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9wZGZzL0RlY2VtYmVyMjAyMFBldENhcmVDb21tdW5pdHlPcGVuTGV0dGVyLnBkZj91dG1fc291cmNlPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXImdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMDA4MjdfdGFraW5nX2NvbW1hbmQ/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1D1d62f282


Tales from the Trenches – Working Together: A Local Story of Success

At their December meeting, the Westtown Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania, Planning

Commission voted to recommend a proposed dog ordinance to the Board of Supervisors for �nal

approval.  Getting to this point was the culmination of signi�cant effort by local resident, Christine

Allen, the Pennsylvania Federation of Dog Clubs (PFDC), and AKC Government Relations (AKC GR) to

make sure the ordinance did not have any negative impact on responsible dog owners.

Read More

 

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTgxOTA1Nj8yJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Bba29cc19
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTgxOTA1Nj8yJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Cba29cc19
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTgxOTA1Nj8yJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Dba29cc19


New in the AKC Legislative Action Center: Updated Issue Analysis on Breeder Regulations

Many legislatures are beginning to draft and �le bills to consider in their 2021 sessions.  In addition,

many county and city leaders will be taking of�ce and discussing ordinances in early January. 
 

The issue of regulating breeders continues to be prominent on both the state and local levels.  The

Texas Legislature and City of Chicago are two examples of government bodies that will likely be

considering breeder regulations in early 2021. 

Read More

 

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc5MzY5Nj8zJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Ba72c8508
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc5MzY5Nj8zJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Ca72c8508
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc5MzY5Nj8zJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Da72c8508


New in the Legislative Action Center: AKC GR Introduces Service Dog Key Issues Webpage

The American Kennel Club recognizes the tremendous value of working dogs to society, and in

particular, the life-changing impact that properly trained service dogs bring to individuals with

disabilities. 
 

To help people better understand rules and policies related to service dogs, AKC Government

Relations has developed a new Key Issues webpage in the AKC Legislative Action Center regarding

service dogs. The page contains issue analyses, resources and talking points for clubs, individuals and

lawmakers.

Read More

 

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTgwNTU2NT80JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1B4a839254
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTgwNTU2NT80JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1C4a839254
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL1NlcnZpY2VEb2dzP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Bc1bcf341
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTgwNTU2NT80JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1D4a839254


New in the AKC Legislative Action Center: Updated Issue Analysis on Breed-Speci�c Laws

Currently, the Michigan Senate is debating whether to pass a law that would prohibit local

governments from passing laws regulating speci�c dog breeds. 
 

In November, voters in Denver overwhelmingly approved a ballot measure that repealed a 30-year ban

on certain breeds in city limits.

Read More

 

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc4OTM2MT82JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Bd9e60cdd
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc4OTM2MT82JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Cd9e60cdd
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc4OTM2MT82JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Dd9e60cdd


AKC Introduces new Key Issues Web Resources on Pet Choice/ Retail Sales Bans

AKC Government Relations continues to see proposals introduced on the state and local levels

throughout the United States that seek to limit pet stores to only sourcing animals from rescues and

shelters.

The AKC advocates for responsible dog owners and supports strong enforcement of local and state

animal cruelty laws as well as the federal Animal Welfare Act, which provides consistent minimum

standards of care, regulatory oversight and inspections of pet breeders, dealers, and other important

players in the pet industry.

Read More

 

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc3NzQxMz83JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1B1dc221b3
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc3NzQxMz83JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1C1dc221b3
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc3NzQxMz83JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1D1dc221b3


New in the Legislative Action Center: New Resources on Legal Classi�cation of Animals

Issues

Today the AKC Government Relations Department released new, easy to use one-page overviews on

legislative topics that have the potential to impact the legal classi�cation of animals : Animals Need

Responsible Owners, Not Guardians and Laws that Provide Court-Appointed Animal Advocates Could

Undermine Animal Welfare.
 

The current legal classi�cation of animals as property is important because it provides that dog owners

have both legal rights and legal responsibilities with respect to their animals.

Read More

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc3MDgxMz84JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Be409fb87
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc3MDgxMz84JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Ce409fb87
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9jcXJjZW5nYWdlLmNvbS9ha2MvZmlsZS9NajVxUlZSWlgwai9BbmltYWxzJTIwTmVlZCUyMFJlc3BvbnNpYmxlJTIwT3duZXJzJTIwLSUyME5vdCUyMEd1YXJkaWFucy5wZGY_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTIwMjAwODI3X3Rha2luZ19jb21tYW5k/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Bc482be9e
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9jcXJjZW5nYWdlLmNvbS9ha2MvZmlsZS9hREdxOUM4bll6Qi9MQVdTJTIwVEhBVCUyMFBST1ZJREUlMjBDT1VSVC1BUFBPSU5URUQlMjBBTklNQUwlMjBBRFZPQ0FURVMlMjBDT1VMRCUyMFVOREVSTUlORSUyMEFOSU1BTCUyMFdFTEZBUkVfRklOQUwucGRmP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1B09c65720
https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNTc3MDgxMz84JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDIwMDgyN190YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1De409fb87


Legislative Information and Updates

The U.S. Senate and House of Representatives are back in session, and 8 states are in session currently

or in special session this month. To date this year, AKC Government Relations (GR) has monitored

more than 3,300 bills at the federal, state, and local levels. The COVID-19 outbreak and response

continue to have a dramatic impact on legislatures and policymaking at all levels of government. Below

are some highlights of pending canine legislation issues across the country: 

Below are some highlights of pending legislation impacting dog ownership and dog owners’ rights

across the country. For more information on these bills, and information on how you can get involved,

visit the AKC GR Legislative Action Center at www.akcgr.org. 
 

In addition to tracking and responding to legislative proposals, AKC Government Relations addresses

dog-related regulatory proposals from the U.S. federal government, all 50 states, and the District of

Columbia.  AKC Government Relations is currently tracking approximately 750 regulatory proposals,

the majority of which concern land use/hunting regulations and those governing the practice of

veterinary medicine.  Click the links below to read highlights from this past month. 
 

AKC GR’s Regulatory Resource Center provides updates on our federal and state regulatory work that

may impact dog owners.  Check it out at https://akcgr.org/akc/regcenter. 
 

Visit the 2020 Legislation Tracking page for the most up-to-date information on state and federal

legislation. This site, updated each weekday, provides the latest bill text, status, and links to legislative

alerts posted by the AKC.  Click on the links below to view highlights of issues that are being tracked by

AKC Government Relations:

Federal

Issues that may affect all dog owners in the U.S.

State

Issues speci�c to your state

Local

Issues at the city, county, and metropolitan levels, and in U.S. territories

https://link.akc.org/click/22460007.7/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ha2Nnci5vcmc_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTIwMjAwODI3X3Rha2luZ19jb21tYW5k/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1B7152a275
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Regulatory issues at the federal, state, and local levels
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