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American Kennel Club, Inc.
SPECIAL MEETING of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AKC Offices at 101 Park Avenue, New York, NY and via Video Conference
April 6, 2020
The Board convened via Video Conference on Monday, April 6, 2020 at 11:05 a.m.
Mr. Sprung was present in the NY Office. All other Directors participated in the meeting by telephone or
video conference. Also present in the NY Office was the Executive Secretary.
There was a motion by Mr. Powers, seconded by Ms. Biddle and the Board VOTED (unanimously) to
suspend the Board Policy on Phone Participation established in 1996 which prohibits Board members
from voting if they are participating in the meeting by phone.
The February 2020 Board minutes, copies of which had been provided to all Directors, were reviewed.
Upon a motion by Mr. Powers, seconded by Ms. Biddle, the February 2020 Board meeting minutes
were approved unanimously.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION at the beginning of the meeting to discuss sensitive business
matters. It was reported that the following Executive Officers were re-elected:
Dennis B. Sprung, President/Chief Executive Officer
Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary
Board Appointment of AKC PAC Member
Following a motion by Ms. McAteer, seconded by Mr. Sweetwood the Board VOTED (unanimously) to
appoint Dr. Michael Knight to the AKC PAC Board.
Board Appointment of AKC CHF Member
Following a motion by Mrs. Wallin, seconded by Ms. McAteer the Board VOTED (unanimously) to
appoint Steven Hamblin to the AKC Canine Health Foundation Board.
PRESIDENTS REPORT
Mr. Sprung provided the Board with a report on actions that Staff had taken in the last month in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The complete report is included as Addendum A to these
minutes.
Legal Status Report
The Board reviewed a legal status report on Legal activities for the month of March 2020.
FINANCE
Peter Rohslau, Controller, summarized AKC’s unaudited financial results for the two months ended
February 29, 2020. Revenue was down $98 thousand, or 1% below budget, mainly due to weakness in
fees related to events and sponsorships. This weakness was offset by strong results in registration and
admission sales to the Meet the Breeds® event in NYC. Controllable expenses were down $433
thousand, or 4% below budget, as a result of reduced payroll related costs (14 headcount below
budget) and a delay of some marketing related costs. These savings were partially offset by increased
spending to secure the Meet the Breeds® rental space. Non-controllable expenses were down $185
thousand, or 8% below budget, as savings in depreciation
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were realized from reduced capital spending since Q4 2019 along with other expense savings. Net
Operating Income exceeded budget by $520 thousand, mostly as a result of cost savings identified
above. These results were prior to the effects of the pandemic. Other non-operating losses were almost
$5 million with a majority of the loss coming from investments.
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President, Sport Services participated in this portion of the meeting via
videoconference.
Lowchen Proposed Breed Standard Revision
The Board reviewed proposed revisions to the Lowchen breed standard, submitted by the
Lowchen Club of America (LCA). The current standard was approved May 11, 2010.
Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded by Mrs. Wallin, the Board VOTED (unanimously) to
approve the proposed revisions to the Lowchen standard for publication for comment in the
Secretary’s page of the AKC Gazette.
Biewer Terrier Eligibility to Compete in Toy Group
The Board reviewed a petition submitted by the Biewer Terrier Club of America seeking
acceptance into the AKC Stud Book and for the Biewer to be eligible to compete in the Toy
Group.
The Board of Directors, at the July 2018 Board Meeting, approved the Biewer as eligible to
compete in the Miscellaneous Class effective July 3, 2019. Per the approved policy, breeds will
remain in Miscellaneous Class one to three years and be evaluated at the end of the first year.
Following a motion by Mr. Smyth, seconded by Dr. Knight, the Board VOTED (unanimously) to
accept the Biewer Terrier into the AKC Stud book effective January 1, 2021 with eligibility to
compete in the Toy Group. The Board also approved the breed standard as the official AKC
Standard for the breed.
Standard of the Biewer Terrier
GENERAL APPEARANCE: The Biewer Terrier is an elegant, longhaired, uniquely colored toy
terrier with a breed signature ponytail. The coat parts down the middle, hanging straight and
evenly on both sides of the body as though a comb has been used to part it. The back is level,
with height at shoulders being equal to height at the croup. Although the outline of the dog gives
the appearance of a square, the body length is slightly longer than the overall height. The tail is
set high and carried well arched over the body, covered with a long luxurious plume. The Biewer
Terrier has a lighthearted whimsical, childlike attitude. Although mischievous at times, they are
obedient and make a loyal companion.
SIZE PROPORTION, SUBSTANCE: Size- Height at the shoulders is the same as the height at
the croup, measuring 7 to 11 inches, with weight being 4 to 8 lbs. Proportion- Length of body
from prosternum to ischium is longer than over all height, making the dog off square although
square is acceptable. Substance- Body is fine to medium boned with a level top line. Serious
Fault- Over 8 lbs.
HEAD: Expression- Is more human than that of a dog, being bright and intelligent. Eyes- Are
medium sized and may be round or almond shaped with a crisp, clear countenance. Iris- as
dark as possible. Ears- Are small, upright, V shaped, moderately wide set and covered with hair
except the tips being shaved. They are set to the back of the skull and the base is level with the
eyes. Skull- Slightly rounded. Stop- Moderate. Muzzle- One-third the length of the head.
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Eye rims, Nose, and Lips- Completely black. Bite- Level or scissor bite. Teeth- Straight and
even. Serious Fault- Incomplete pigment on the eye rims, nose, and lip; Ears not standing erect.
Disqualification- Blue eye(s).
NECK, TOPLINE, BODY: Neck- Moderate in length, free from throatiness. Topline- Level. Bodylength is slightly longer than the overall height although square is acceptable. Chest- Comes to
the elbows with a good width. Ribs- Moderately sprung. Underline- Slightly tucked up. BackLevel topline. Loin- Well developed and strong. Tail- Set high, when in movement carried well
arched over the body in a graceful sickle curve, covered with a long luxurious plume. Plume lies
to either side of the body. Length of tailbone must go to the stifles or longer. When reposed, the
tail may be relaxed. A kink in the tail is not to be faulted. Serious Faults- Roach or rounded
back; high in the front or rear.
FOREQUARTERS: Forelegs should be straight, elbows neither in nor out. AngulationModerate. Shoulders are nicely laid back to allow for good reach and freedom of movement.
Elbows- set close to the body. Legs- Straight when viewed from the front are muscular and
covered with hair. Pasterns- Up and straight. Dewclaws- May be removed but not required.
Feet- Round. Toes- Well arched covered with hair which may be trimmed not to impede
movement or trimmed to show the shape of the foot. Pads- Black and/or flesh. Nails- Black
and/or white.
HINDQUARTERS: In balance with the forequarters. Angulation- Rear to match front. Legs- Hind
legs are straight when viewed from behind, muscular and covered with hair. Stifle- Slightly bent
when viewed from the side. Hocks- Straight when viewed from behind, pointing neither in nor
out. Dewclaws- May be removed but not required. Feet- Round. Toes- Well arched covered with
hair which may be trimmed not to impede movement or trimmed to show the shape of the foot.
Pads- Black and/or flesh. Nails- Black and/or white.
COAT: Long and flowing with a soft silky texture. Hair is straight without an undercoat, hanging
close to the ground if not touching. Coat maybe trimmed to floor length for ease of movement.
Head fall is tied up into a single ponytail on top of the head, hanging loose. Puppy ponytails may
be placed a little lower on the head as to gather the short hairs. A bow is used for adornment;
no topknots or rollovers. Feet are trimmed for a neat, clean appearance. Trim around anus.
Head falls that have been altered by teasing, curling, topknots, or roll overs shall be so severely
penalized as to be eliminated from competition.
COLOR: The Biewer Terrier is a uniquely colored toy terrier. Head Coloring- Blue/Black,
Gold/Tan and White in good symmetry. Any combination of the following two colors, (Blue/Black
and Gold/ Tan); (Gold/ Tan and White) in good symmetry is acceptable. Body Coloring- Hair on
back is blue/black and white. Amounts of each color are of personal preference with no
dominating patterns. No amount of tan hair may be found on the back, belly, chest, legs or feet.
A small amount of tan hair may be found around the anus. Chest, Stomach, Legs and Tip of the
Tail- White. The white from the chest should come up the neck to cover the chin. Legs are to be
white from the elbows and stifles to the feet. Disqualification- any tan hair on back, belly, chest,
legs or feet.
GAIT: The Biewer Terrier moves with confidence and pride. Movement should be graceful,
smooth and straightforward without being stilted or hackneyed. When viewed from the side the
top line remains level, he gives an impression of rapid movement, size considered. Hind legs
should track in line with the front legs, going neither inside nor outside. Tail must be up when in
movement. Serious Fault- Hackneyed gait in adults.
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TEMPERAMENT: Intelligent, loyal and very devoted to their human family. They have a fun
loving, childlike attitude that makes them a great companion for all ages. They quickly make
friends with animals of any origin.
The foregoing description is of the ideal Biewer Terrier. Any deviation from the above described
dog must be penalized to the extent of the deviation.
SERIOUS FAULTS: Roach or rounded back; Hackneyed gait in adults; Incomplete pigment on
the eye rims, nose, and lips; ears not standing erect; over 8 lbs.
ELIMINATING FAULTS: Head falls that have been altered by teasing, curling, topknots, or roll
overs.
DISQUALIFICATIONS: Blue eye(s); Any tan on back, belly, Chest, legs or feet.
CONFORMATION
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events; Mari-Beth O’Neill, Vice President,
Sport Services; Tim Thomas, Vice President of Dog Show Judges; Glenn Lycan, Director, Event
Operations Support; and Alan Slay, Director, Event Programs participated in this portion of the
meeting via video conference.
Limited Number of Events Policy
Starting in January 2019, the Limited Number of Events Policy was changed to provide flexibility
across the country. The goal was to assist clubs that might want to hold a third show and provide
additional opportunities for local exhibitors without negatively impacting other clubs in the region.
Given one year of experience under the new policy, the staff presented a memo at the January 2020
meeting to explore possible additions to the policy that could further assist clubs without negatively
impacting other clubs in the area.
Following their discussion in January, the Board requested a modification to the Limited Number of
Events Policy to allow clubs the option of holding a third show provided they meet specific criteria. The
staff recommendation is, in addition to the current policy, a club would qualify for a third show provided
there are no other shows within 500 miles on the day of the show or any day of the cluster.
Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, seconded by Mr. Hamblin the Board VOTED (In favor: Ms.
Biddle, Mr. Carota, Dr. Davies, Dr. Garvin, Mr. Hamblin, Dr. Knight, Ms. McAteer, Mr. Powers, Mr.
Sweetwood, Mr. Tatro, Mrs. Wallin; against: Mr. Smyth; abstained Dr. Battaglia) to approve an addition
to the Limited Number of Events Board policy which will allow clubs the option of holding a third show
provided there are no other shows within 500 miles on the day of the show or any day of the cluster.
This addition to the policy is effective immediately.
Limited Number of Events Policy (April 2009 Board meeting; amended March 2015, July 2016, January
2017, January 2018, August 2018 & April 2020)
• All-breed or limited-breed clubs have the option to hold two shows in a calendar year.
• Local specialty clubs have the option to hold shows on two days per year or two shows per
year, at their option. Local specialty clubs have the option to hold one additional show in
conjunction with their breed’s national specialty. There is no limit on national clubs.
• All-breed and limited-breed clubs in Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico have the option to hold up
to four shows in a calendar year.
• Show or obedience clubs have the option to hold any number of obedience or rally trials.
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No conformation events will be approved to be held on or between December 24th and
December 31st.
Clubs in the continental U.S. granted isolated status prior to January 1, 2019 will retain their
isolated status and will be allowed to hold up to 4 shows per year.
An all-breed or limited-breed club may, at their option, hold a third show provided the following
criteria are met:

1. All of a club’s shows must be held within 50 miles of the club’s territory.
2. All-breed clubs must have 20 or more open weekends in a calendar year (no all-breed show) within
400 miles from the club’s show site, and there are no all-breed shows within 400 miles on the day of the
third show or any day of the cluster.
Or
All-breed clubs may hold a third all-breed event in a calendar year if there are no all-breed shows within
500 miles on the day of the third show or any day of the cluster.
3. Limited-breed clubs must have 20 or more open weekends in a calendar year (no all-breed/limitedbreed of the same group shows) within 400 miles from the club’s show site, and there are no limitedbreed shows within 400 miles on the day of the third show or any day of the cluster.
Or
Limited-breed clubs may have a third limited-breed event in a calendar year if there are no all-breed
shows or limited-breed shows of the same group within 500 miles on the day of their third show or any
day of the cluster.
When multiple all-breed clubs are clustering together only the club whose territory the event weekend is
being held in may be granted a third show. If the multi-club weekend is being held outside of any of the
club’s territories no third show will be granted.
Entry Limitations for Two AB Shows in One Day Policy
The current policy regarding Two Shows in One Day was implemented in January 2019. At the
January 2020 Board meeting, it was requested that the staff examine the 500-entry per show
limitation considering clubs actual 2019 experience.
Based on the actual experience of clubs that held two shows in one day in 2019, the
recommendation is to modify the limit on the number of entries to 600 entries per show.
Currently the limit is 500 entries per show. The other provisions to this policy will remain
unchanged. These are – (1) clubs must provide at least one ring per 100 entries, (2) limit
judging assignments to 100 dogs per event, with a maximum of 175 dogs per day, and (3) limit
to no more than one special attraction with group competition between the two shows. These
provisions ensure that events are completed in a reasonable time. The two shows in one day
policy is meant to assist clubs holding small shows.
This will be discussed further at the May meeting.
Isolated Small Clubs-Allow Four (4) Shows in Three (3) Days
The Board reviewed a recommendation to allow clubs that qualify for three shows (isolated
clubs) that also qualify to hold two shows in one day (small shows) the option of holding four
shows over a maximum of three days.
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This will be discussed further at the May meeting.
Reinstatement for Dogs Disqualified for Attack by a Judge
The Board reviewed a recommendation to modify the procedures associated with reinstatement
of a dog disqualified for aggression to include an appeal option in situations where the judge
has denied a dog the opportunity to apply for reinstatement.
This will be discussed further at the May meeting.
Application for Futurity or Sweepstakes – Chapter 2, Section 10
The Board reviewed a recommendation from the Delegate Dog Show Rules Committee (DSRC)
to modify Chapter 2, Section 10 of the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, which addresses the
requirements for a specialty club who wishes to hold a futurity or sweepstakes.
The recommended changes generalize the language by removing the reference to a form and
whether or not the futurity or sweepstakes will be open to nonmembers; providing flexibility to
remain consistent with any modification to the application procedures without further
amendment to the rule.
This will be discussed further at the May meeting.
Grand Champion Points – Rules Applying to Dog Shows – Chapter 16, Section 6
The Board reviewed a recommendation to modify Chapter 16, Section 6 of the Rules Applying
to Dog Shows, to award at independent specialties for breeds with varieties the highest number
of Grand Champion points awarded in any variety at that specialty to the entry awarded Best of
Breed in the inter-variety competition and the highest number of Grand Champion points
awarded in its sex in any variety at that specialty to the entry awarded Best of Opposite Sex to
Breed of Breed in the inter-variety competition.
This will be discussed further at the May meeting.
JUDGING OPERATIONS
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events; and Tim Thomas, Vice President,
Dog Show Judges, participated in this portion of the meeting via video conference.
Mandatory Ramp Examination – Clumber Spaniels
The Board reviewed a request from the Clumber Spaniel Club of America that the Board of
Directors mandate the use of a ramp for all examinations of the breed including during group
and Best in Show judging. Currently, Clumber Spaniels may be judged either on the ground or
on the ramp at the discretion of the judge.
This will be discussed further at the May meeting.
CLUBS
Doug Ljungren, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events; and Lisa Cecin, Director, Club
Relations, participated in this portion of the meeting via video conference.
Group Clubs – Expediting the Sanctioning Process
The Board reviewed a Staff recommendation to make several changes to the current policy
regarding the membership requirements and the sanctioning process for Group clubs. These
changes are meant to reduce the administrative burden of forming a Group club and to shorten
the time required for a club to become licensed to hold a show.
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The specific recommendations are:
1. Reduce membership requirements to 20 household / 12 local. (Currently 30 household / 25
local)
2. Reduce breed representation to 25% of the breeds in the group. (Currently 50%)
3. Reduce the sanctioning process to be dependent upon the amount of experience in the club.
(Currently two B-matches and two A-matches are required)
This will be discussed further at the May meeting.
Delegates and Member Clubs
The Board reviewed a report on the prospective Delegate credentials to be published in two issues of
the AKC Gazette, a report on Requests for AKC Membership and a report on Member Club Bylaws
approved and newly licensed clubs.
Report on Member Clubs Bylaws Approved in February and March 2020
Basset Hound Club of America (1937)
Eastern German Shorthaired Pointer Club, Lebanon, NJ (1940)
Report on Newly Licensed Clubs Approved in in February and March 2020
Chihuahua Club of Hawaii, Island of Oahu, HI, 43 total households, 43 local.
Pacific Northwest Greyhound Club, greater Tacoma, WA (including communities north to
SedroWoolley, south to Woodburn, OR), 20 total households, 13 local.
Toy Dog Club of Alaska, greater Anchorage, AK (including communities south of Denali
National Park, east to St. Wrangle National Park and west to Lake Clark National Park), 30 total
households, 27 local.
Willacoochee River Beagle Club, Willacoochee, OK (including communities of Enigma, Alapaha
and northeast to Baxley), 20 total households, 8 local.
COMPLIANCE
Approval of Annual Fees
The Charter and Bylaws of the American Kennel Club, Inc. “Charter and Bylaws” require that
the Board of Directors set deposits annually for the submission of complaints pursuant to Article
XII, Section 1; as well as deposits for appeals to an Appeal Trial Board pursuant to Article XIII,
Section 7.
The current deposit to file a complaint pursuant to Article XII, Section 1 is $500. The current
deposit to file an Appeal to an Appeal Trial Board is $200. Staff requests that these deposits
remain the same for 2020.
This will be discussed further at the May meeting.
(Final Board Disciplinary actions are reported on the Secretary’s Page)
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CONSENT
Following a motion by Mr. Sweetwood, seconded by Mr. Carota it was VOTED (unanimously) to
approve the following Consent items:
• Delegate Approvals
• Dogue de Bordeaux Proposed Breed Standard Revisions
• Field Spaniel Breed Standard Revision
• Appointment of AKC PAC Board Members
• Patricia M. Cruz Resolution
• William J. Feeney Resolution
Delegates Approved
James F. Barron, Redwood City, CA
To represent Contra Costa Kennel Club
Joann B. Beavers, St. Michaels, MD
To represent Talbot Kennel Club
Stephanie A. Crawford, Binghamton, NY
To represent Del-Otse-Nango Kennel Club
Andrea C. Hesser, Flower Mound, TX
To represent Mid-Continent Club of Tulsa
Tracy J. Pancost, Lousiville, KY
To represent West Highland White Terrier Club of America
Dogue de Bordeaux Proposed Breed Standard Revisions
The Board VOTED to approve the proposed revisions to the Dogue de Bordeaux breed
standard to be balloted by the membership of the Dogue de Bordeaux Society of America in
accordance with the club’s Constitution and Bylaws.
Field Spaniel Proposed Breed Standard Revisions
The Field Spaniel Society of America, Inc (FSSA) has submitted proposed revisions to the Field
Spaniel standard, specifically to add a disqualification for the sable color pattern. The current
standard was approved September 14, 1998. The Board approved the FSSA to ballot the
membership at the January 2020 meeting.
The ballot results have been received from the FSSA:
Total number of Members Balloted 251
Ballots Returned
203
Valid Ballots
196
Invalid Ballots
7
Yes Ballots
146 74%
No Ballots
50 26%
The Board VOTED to approve the revisions to the Color section of the breed standard with an
effective date of June 30, 2020.
Color: Black, liver, golden liver or shades thereof, in any intensity (dark or light); either selfcolored or bicolored. Bi-colored dogs must be roaned and/or ticked in white areas. Tan points
are acceptable on the aforementioned colors and are the same as any normally tan pointed
breed. White is allowed on the throat, chest, and/or brisket, and may be clear, ticked, or roaned
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on a self-color dog. The sable pattern, a lighter undercoat with darker shading as tipping or dark
overlay, with or without a mask present, is a disqualification. Disqualifications: The sable
pattern, a lighter undercoat with darker shading as tipping or dark overlay, with or without a
mask present, is a disqualification.
Appointment of AKC PAC Board Members
The Board VOTED to reappoint Mr. Christopher Sweetwood, Ms. Wendy Jordan and Dr.
Carmen Battaglia for new two-year terms.
Patricia M. Cruz Resolution
AT A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF
THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB
Held on April 6th, two thousand and twenty,
the following Resolution was unanimously adopted:
WHEREAS,

Patricia M. Cruz
First joined the Delegate body as Delegate from the Santa Cruz Kennel Club in March nineteen eightynine, and has served as Delegate from the Heart of Plains Kennel Club since June two thousand and
six; and,
WHEREAS, she was first elected to the American Kennel Club Board of Directors in two thousand and
twelve, was reelected to the Board in two thousand and sixteen, and was elected Vice Chairman of the
Board in two thousand and nineteen; and,
WHEREAS, during her Board tenure, her experience as an Executive Field Representative, an AKC
judge, an officer and Director of the Ladies Kennel Association of America and Riverhead Kennel Club,
and a founding member of the Owner Handler Association were invaluable assets in her role as Board
Liaison to the Delegate All-Breed Club Committee and in the deliberations of the Board of Directors;
and,
WHEREAS, her professional background as a union secretary and president, a journalist, and a sales
and marketing consultant uniquely qualified her for leadership during an unprecedented period of
growth and diversification for the American Kennel Club; and,
WHEREAS, we are ever mindful of the contributions she has made to the organization and our sport
during her lifetime in dogs, and will always recall fondly the enthusiasm, intelligence, and with that
endeared her to her colleagues; and,
WHEREAS, we will ever cherish our association with this distinguished sportswoman and friend;
NOW THEREFORE, be it
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RESOLVED, that the Directors of The American Kennel Club extend to her their most sincere best
wishes for the years ahead and their deep appreciation for her past and continuing dedicated service to
The American Kennel Club.
William J. Feeney Resolution
AT A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF
THE AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB
Held on April 6th, two thousand and twenty,
the following Resolution was unanimously adopted:
WHEREAS,

William J. Feeney
First joined the Delegate body as the representative of the Sir Francis Drake Kennel Club in
June two thousand and four, serving several terms on the Delegate Bylaws Committee, where
he worked to protect the prerogatives of the Delegate Body;
WHEREAS, he was first elected to The American Kennel Club Board of Directors in March, two
thousand and twelve, and was reelected in March two thousand and sixteen; and,
WHEREAS, he was elected Chairman of The American Kennel Club Board of Directors in
March two thousand and nineteen, and served as Chairman until March two thousand and
twenty; and,
WHEREAS, the experience he gained as President, Director, and Bylaws Committee Chairman
for the Golden Retriever Club of America was an asset in his role as Board Liaison to the Parent
Club Committee; and,
WHEREAS, beginning in nineteen seventy-eight he distinguished himself as a breeder-exhibitor
of quality Golden Retrievers; and,
WHEREAS, as a committed advocate for canine health, he is a recipient of the Golden
Retriever Foundation Award of Merit and a past Vice President of the Orthopedic Foundation for
Animals; and,
WHEREAS, his professional expertise as a lawyer was invaluable in his role as a member of the
Legal Outreach Committee formed to find means to improve the image of, and find additional
advocates for, purebred dogs and the AKC among the legal and legislative communities;
WHEREAS, his tenure on the Board of Directors and as Chairman of the Board coincided with
an era of unprecedented growth for The American Kennel Club in the advancement of our sport
and responsible ownership among pet owners; and,
WHEREAS, we are ever mindful of the great contributions he has made and continues to make
to The American Kennel Club and the Sport of Purebred Dogs; and,
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WHEREAS, we are will ever cherish our association with this distinguished lawyer, sportsman,
and friend; and,
NOW THEREFORE, be it
RESOLVED, the Board of Directors of The American Kennel Club extend their most sincere
best wishes for the years ahead and their deep appreciation for his dedicated service to the
American Kennel Club.
REQUEST FOR AKC MEMBERSHIP
Following a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded by Ms. Biddle the Board VOTED (In favor: Dr. Battaglia,
Ms. Biddle, Mr. Carota, Dr. Davies, Dr. Garvin, Dr. Knight, Ms. McAteer, Mr. Powers, Mr. Sweetwood,
Mr. Tatro, Mrs. Wallin; abstained Mr. Hamblin and Mr. Smyth) to disapprove the application for AKC
Membership submitted by the Mid-Atlantic Leonberger Club of Virginia.
ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE BOARD TO HELP CLUBS
In order to provide the sport greater flexibility during this time of uncertainty, the AKC Board
discussed and VOTED unanimously the following standard procedures/policies. These
modifications will be in effect for 2020, unless specific dates are noted.
1.

Event Application Fees – For events cancelled in 2020, Event Application fees will be
applied to the club’s next event of the same type provided the club has notified the AKC of
the cancellation.

2.

Modification to Limited Events Policy – Clubs previously not eligible may hold a third show
in connection with their show/cluster if they meet the following provisions:

3.

•

Must hold all of their shows within 50 miles of the club’s territory, and

•

No other shows are held within 500 miles of the show site on the day of the show or
any day of the cluster.

Distance Restrictions for Conformation
•

Extend the distance conformation clubs may hold a show outside their territory from
125 miles to 200 miles. This applies to all types of conformation clubs – Specialty
clubs, Group clubs and All-Breed clubs.

•

Extend the distance specialty clubs may join another specialty club of the same breed
outside their territory from 200 miles to 300 miles.

•

There is no change to the conflict policy – 200 miles between shows.

4.

Breed Specialties – Increase the number of specialties a local specialty club may hold
from two specialties or two days of specialties per year to two independent or
concurrent specialties or two days of independent or concurrent specialties, plus
up to four designated specialties.

5.

Assignment Conflicts for Conformation Judges
•

Waive the policy restricting judges from being assigned the same breed, Group or Best
in Show at events held within 30 days and 200 miles. This applies to conflicting
weekends and does not apply to events on the same weekend, circuit or cluster.
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Waive the same day exhibiting restriction for judges assigned only NOHS Groups
and/or NOHS BIS. This will provide clubs greater flexibility and options in panel
assignments. Judge assigned NOHS group or NOHS BIS show only may exhibit the
same day, but MAY NOT compete in NOHS the same day they judge.

Junior Qualifications
•
•

Allow Juniors that turned 18 on or after March 1 to compete until Oct 31. This will
encompass the qualifying period for both the AKC National Championship (ANC) and
Westminster.
2020 ANC Junior criteria revised to 3 wins in Open with Competition (usually 5 wins).

7.

Clubs – Information regarding the Government Stimulus Package has been posted on the
Club Development Facebook page and the Government Relations website.
(www.akc.org/legislative-alerts/summary-of-federal-cares-act/)

8.

Event Applications – Waive all fines for the late submittal of event applications and judges
panels through the end of October. This provides clubs more time to reschedule and plan
their events.

9.

Conformation Judges Education – Free online breed education webinars presented by Parent
Club Judges Education Coordinators/Presenters provide additional educational resources which
may be submitted on future application for the breed.

10.

Conformation Judges Education – All Canine College breed courses are being offered at half
price thru May 31.

11.

Clubs – Waive the Public Education requirements. Clubs are encouraged to do their best to
increase their social media presence, interact and educate their local communities.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to discuss sensitive business matters. There was nothing
reported out of this session.
It was VOTED to adjourn Monday, April at 4:30 p.m.
Adjourned
Attest: _____________________________________
Gina M. DiNardo, Executive Secretary
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Addendum A
COVID-19 AKC Efforts
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