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What's New from AKC Government
Relations

In these unprecedented times, the American
Kennel Club Government Relations Department
remains committed to ensuring that you and
your dogs are protected. Although we have
taken our operation remote, we are still
available by phone (919-816-3720) and email
(doglaw@akc.org), and we will continue to
bring you the most up to date information,
including whether you will be able to buy dog
food or other supplies at the pet store, or if
your state legislature will be hearing that bill
you have been worrying about.

READ MORE

State Exemptions Protecting Pet Care,
Supplies, and Services During Shutdown

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, many states are
shutting down all but what they deem to be essential
services and businesses. Over the last week, AKC has
reached out to government officials and also asked for
your help in ensuring that pet supplies, pet care, and pet
services are ruled “essential” (exempt) businesses so
that dog owners can continue to provide appropriate
care for their animals. These issues can impact dog
owners and breeders in a myriad of ways, including but
not limited to: the ability to obtain sufficient, proper food
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and supplies; obtaining necessary veterinary care; and
ensuring that animal owners can travel if necessary to
assure proper care for their animals. Additionally, we are
urging consideration for essential employees such as
health care workers so they do not lose options for
kenneling or pet care at a time when they may be
required to work long or unscheduled hours.

COVID-19 Impact on Legislative Activity

The AKC Government Relations (AKC GR) team
continues to track and report on legislative changes
driven by the COVID-19 pandemic. The calendars of all
state legislatures not already adjourned have been
impacted by these changes. AKC GR is maintaining a
detailed online list, updated a minimum of daily, of those
changes.

Coronavirus Highlights Danger of Importing
Pets from High-Risk Regions

While canine coronavirus is not directly transmittable to
humans, outbreaks of newly mutated infectious diseases
in China such as the novel coronavirus strain, along with
a devastating epidemic of swine flu, are stark reminders
about the risk of importing pets from regions lacking
transparency on public health issues.

China is one of several countries regularly exporting tens
of thousands of dogs to U.S.-based rescues for adoption
here, with insufficient health checks overseas or upon
entry into the United States.
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Status of Legislatures Impacted by COVID-
19

The COVID-19 outbreak and preventative public health
measures are having a significant impact on legislative
schedules and hearings around the country. Schedules
are evolving rapidly. Here are the latest schedule
updates impacting legislation at the state and federal
level. Please continue to check back, as we will provide
continued updates.

Stuck at Home Petting Your Dog? Five
Things you can do Today to Protect Your
Rights as a Dog Owner

The number one priority of dog owners who are under
shelter-at-home orders is to attend to the care, health,
and safety of their family members, animals, and
themselves. AKC Government Relations has been busy
advocating on your behalf to ensure that pet food,
supplies and crucial services such as kenneling/boarding
are exempted under state business closure directives.
We thank all those who have contacted their local
officials to make this happen.
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TSA Provides Guidance on Explosive
Detection Canines

Late last week, the United States’ Transportation
Security Administration (TSA) published new technical,
medical, and behavioral standards recommendations for
explosive detection canines. These standards are a

response to legislation (HR 4577 — the Domestic
Explosives Canine Capacity Building Act) that the

American Kennel Club (AKC) worked to advance in 2017
and 2018. That legislation directed the TSA to establish
a public-private working group to create clear, consistent
standards that would be published and adopted by TSA
to help remedy the grave shortage of U.S.-sourced
explosives detection dogs.

2019 AKC Dog Shows Benefit Your Local
Economy

There is no question that dogs have a positive impact on
our lives. Participating or attending a dog show is a
great way to learn about the right breed of dog for your
family and the joys and responsibilities of dog
ownership.

But have you ever considered that there are even more
far-reaching benefits of supporting responsible dog
owners and local dog events? Dog shows and
responsible dog ownership have a ripple effect that
benefits a community’s residents, local businesses, and
the overall economy. The AKC Government Relations
department is pleased to announce the release of the
2019 State Economic Impact Statistics.
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Maryland Legislators and Staff Declare
Canines at the Capitol the "Best Day Ever"

Coming on the heels of a long day of hearings, the
Maryland General Assembly and staff were pleased to
welcome the American Kennel Club and the Responsible
Dog Owners of Maryland (RDO-MD) for the second
annual “Maryland Canines at the Capitol”. The March 4
event, attended by some 300 legislators, staff, and
visitors, caused a huge buzz and excitement leading up
to the day from those who attended last year.

Legislative Information and Updates

The U.S. House of Representatives and 25 states are technically currently in session,
although many are currently on an extended recess as a result of the COVID-19 virus.
AKC Government Relations continues to monitor more than 2,300 bills at the federal,
state, and local levels. The COVID-19 outbreak and response has had a dramatic
impact on legislatures and policy-making at all levels of government. Below are some
highlights of pending canine legislation issues across the country. For more information
on these bills, and information on how you can get involved, visit the AKC GR
Legislative Action Center at www.akcgr.org.

Visit the 2020 Legislation Tracking page for the most up-to-date information on state
and federal legislation. This site, updated each weekday, provides the latest bill text,
status, and links to legislative alerts posted by the AKC. Click on the links below to
view highlights of issues that are being tracked by AKC Government Relations:

Local

Issues that may affect all Issues specific to your state  Issues at the city, county,
dog owners in the U.S. and metropolitan levels,
and in U.S. territories
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Please contact AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org for more information or
to let us know what'’s happening in your local community.
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