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What's New from AKC Government Relations

Elections are Coming:
Ideas for Identifying Dog-Friendly
Candidates

Primary elections across the U.S. are narrowing the list
of candidates who will be on the ballot on Election Day,
November 3. To preserve the future of purebred dogs,
it's important to identify dog-friendly candidates and use
your vote to elect those who will protect the rights of
responsible dog owners, exhibitors and breeders. Here
are four steps that every dog owner should take during
the 2020 election cycle.

1. Make sure your voter registration is up-to-date, and
consider hosting a voter registration drive at an
upcoming dog show or event.

2. Find out where, when, and how to vote -- including
absentee and early voting options. Check on current
requirements for proof of identity.

3. Become an educated voter — identify and support
those candidates who respect your rights as a
responsible dog owner.

4. Mark your calendar for the upcoming elections,
then get out and vote!

Here are some ways to determine if a candidate will work
to protect your rights as a dog owner.
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AKC GR Out and About

Legislatures are in full swing across the country and AKC
Government Relations (GR), clubs, breeders, and
federations are walking the halls in capitols across the
country to advocate on behalf of our dogs, breeding
programs, and sport. In addition to the outreach and
advocacy work conducted by AKC's four regional GR
staff, GR team members joined a number of local clubs
and federations for special advocacy days at state
houses around the country.

Meet the AKC Government Relations Team

The AKC is pleased to introduce the newest member of the AKC Legislative team,
Charley Hall. Charley was appointed Legislative Analyst/Community Outreach
Coordinator of the Mid-Atlantic/PA region in early January. Charley will be based out of
Pennsylvania and will be a canine policy resources for dog owners, clubs, policy officials
and the public in Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia.

AKC GR is also pleased to introduce Mikki McGinnis, AKC GR Project and
Administrative Manager who assists in all aspects of department administration and
serves as program manager for the service dog program .

Learn more about Charley, Mikki, and the rest of your contacts at AKC GR below. Click
here for a map of GR staff and contacts by region.

AKC Adopts New Canine Legislation Position
Statement on Rehoming of Research Dogs

In January, the AKC Board of Directors approved a new

https://link.akc.org/view/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1borlg.7/663177¢3[3/30/2020 2:35:32 PM]


https://link.akc.org/click/19630564.7/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWtjLm9yZy9jbHVicy1kZWxlZ2F0ZXMvZ292ZXJubWVudC1yZWxhdGlvbnMvbmV3c2xldHRlcnMvdGFraW5nLWNvbW1hbmQvYWtjLWdyLW91dC1hbmQtYWJvdXQvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDE5MDMyNl90YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1B1eef5ce2
https://link.akc.org/click/19630564.7/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWtjLm9yZy9jbHVicy1kZWxlZ2F0ZXMvZ292ZXJubWVudC1yZWxhdGlvbnMvbmV3c2xldHRlcnMvdGFraW5nLWNvbW1hbmQvYWtjLWdyLW91dC1hbmQtYWJvdXQvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDE5MDMyNl90YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1C1eef5ce2
https://link.akc.org/click/19630564.7/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWtjLm9yZy9jbHVicy1kZWxlZ2F0ZXMvZ292ZXJubWVudC1yZWxhdGlvbnMvbmV3c2xldHRlcnMvdGFraW5nLWNvbW1hbmQvYWtjLWdyLW91dC1hbmQtYWJvdXQvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDE5MDMyNl90YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1C1eef5ce2
https://link.akc.org/click/19630564.7/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWtjLm9yZy9jbHVicy1kZWxlZ2F0ZXMvZ292ZXJubWVudC1yZWxhdGlvbnMvbmV3c2xldHRlcnMvdGFraW5nLWNvbW1hbmQvYWtjLWdyLW91dC1hbmQtYWJvdXQvP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDE5MDMyNl90YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1C1eef5ce2
https://link.akc.org/click/19630564.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9jcXJjZW5nYWdlLmNvbS9ha2MvZmlsZS84cjdHQzJqcDZFRi9HUl9TdGF0ZXNfSmFuMjAyMC5wZGY_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTIwMTkwMzI2X3Rha2luZ19jb21tYW5k/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Bdb37a90c
https://link.akc.org/click/19630564.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9jcXJjZW5nYWdlLmNvbS9ha2MvZmlsZS84cjdHQzJqcDZFRi9HUl9TdGF0ZXNfSmFuMjAyMC5wZGY_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPTIwMTkwMzI2X3Rha2luZ19jb21tYW5k/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Bdb37a90c
https://link.akc.org/click/19630564.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNDc3OTMwNj8yJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDE5MDMyNl90YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Ba1038f1e
https://link.akc.org/click/19630564.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNDc3OTMwNj8yJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDE5MDMyNl90YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Ba1038f1e
https://link.akc.org/click/19630564.7/aHR0cHM6Ly9ha2Nnci5vcmcvYWtjL2FwcC9kb2N1bWVudC8zNDc3OTMwNj8yJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj0yMDE5MDMyNl90YWtpbmdfY29tbWFuZA/5b86d8be2ddf9c5a2a4023d1Ba1038f1e

AKC canine legislation position statement on the
Rehoming of Dogs Previously Used in Research. The
policy statement addresses concerns about a new class
of proposals at the state and federal levels that mandate
that facilities that conduct animal research offer animal
research subjects to external “rescue” organizations for
adoption — without regard to the health of the animal,
the appropriateness of placement, or the ownership
rights of the research facility.

AKC Updates Canine Legislation Position
Statement to Address Concerns of Dogs in
Vehicles

In January, the AKC Board of Directors approved
revisions to the AKC canine legislation position statement
on Proper Care and Humane Treatment of Dogs to
address issues related to legislation that allows private
individuals to break into vehicles if they perceive a dog
to be in distress. The revision also extends references to
proper care and humane treatment to include
transportation.

In Session

The American Kennel Club is pleased to share with you
the latest issue of the AKC's In Session newsletter.
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This issue highlights public health concerns related to
the estimated one-million dogs that are imported into
the US annually. According to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, many if these dogs,
destined for the large U.S. retail recue market have
invalid or falsified records, and receive little or no health
checks or verification upon entry.

Also, meet Virginia Congressman Denver Riggleman and
his pack of two Samoyeds and a Newfoundland.

Legislative Information and Updates

Congress, forty-one states, and the District of Columbia are currently in session.
Eighteen states are accepting pre-filed bills for the 2020 legislative session. AKC
Government Relations is currently tracking more than 2,280 bills on the federal, state,
and local levels. Many of these bills are being carried over from the previous (2019)
session. The majority of sessions are commencing within the next week. Below are
some highlights of pending canine legislation issues across the country. For more
information on these bills, and information on how you can get involved, visit the AKC
GR Legislative Action Center at www.akcgr.org.

Visit the 2020 Legislation Tracking page for the most up-to-date information on state
and federal legislation. This site, updated each weekday, provides the latest bill text,
status, and links to legislative alerts posted by the AKC. Click on the links below to
view highlights of issues that are being tracked by AKC Government Relations:

Issues that may affect all Issues specific to your state  Issues at the city, county,
dog owners in the U.S. and metropolitan levels,
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and in U.S. territories

Please contact AKC GR at (919) 816-3720 or doglaw@akc.org for more information or
to let us know what'’s happening in your local community.
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