
AKC Public Education Webinar Resources: Links 

 

Website: https://www.akc.org/public-education/ 

Email Address: publiced@akc.org  

 

• AKC Patch Program: 

https://www.akc.org/public-education/akc-show-patch-program/ 

 

• Art Contest 

https://www.akc.org/public-education/art-contest/ 

 

• AKC Canine Ambassador Program 

https://www.akc.org/public-education/canine-ambassador-program/ 

 

• Public Education Award 

https://www.akc.org/public-education/public-education-award/ 

 

• Educator Resources 

https://www.akc.org/public-education/educator-resources/ 

 

• Lessons for English Language Learners 

https://www.akc.org/public-education/educator-resources/lessons-english-

language-learners-ell/ 
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• AKC Canine Clubs 

https://www.akc.org/public-education/akc-canine-club/ 

 

• AKC PupPals Program 

https://www.akc.org/public-education/akc-puppals-program/ 
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AKC Public 
Education 

November 20th 2019



Meredith 
Saraceno 

• 5 years at AKC.
• Joined the Education team in May of  

2016 as Department Admin. 
• As Admin, assisted in organization and 

creation of Public Education Programs. 
• Moved to the Public Education 

Manager role in November 2018.



Public Education Mission and Vision 

AKC Public Education teaches and promotes responsible dog ownership and fosters participation 
in the world of purebred dogs. Outreach programs and publications explain how to ever-

strengthen the invaluable human-canine bond.

We do this two ways: 
• Encouraging AKC recognized clubs to host our programs at their events to better engage their 

communities in the sport of purebred dogs. 
• Creating new programs that will engage children as well as adults about the importance of 

Responsible Dog Ownership, in addition to AKC’s overall mission.  



Club Programs and Resources 



AKC Patch Program 

• Fun, interactive scavenger hunt that introduces children to the sport of purebred dogs.  

• Kids earn a patch at the end of their experience.  

• All guidelines and resources necessary to run the event are provided through Public Ed.  



Benefits of the AKC Patch Program 

• Encourages a diverse group of young people and their 

families to come learn about dog sports.  

• Makes lasting connections with the youth in your 

community.

• The potential for new people to participate in dog sports.  



Art Contest 

• Generates public interest in your event
• Provides an additional attraction for 

your spectators.
• We offer step by step instructions to 

host an art contest at your event.
• We provide information on how to:

• solicit entries
• advertise your contest
• choose winners
• and more!



AKC Canine Ambassador Program

• Club members visit schools, 
community organizations, 
libraries and assisted living 
facilities with their AKC registered 
dog (or PAL or Canine Partner).

• Teach about:
• responsible dog ownership
• safety around dogs
• their breed
• topics of interest



Resources Available 

• Step by step instructions to begin your 
program.

• Lesson plans (elementary and middle 
school).

• Monthly newsletter with tips and ideas to 
bring on your visits. 

• Our Canine Ambassador Facebook page.  



Public Education Award 

• Available to all clubs.
• The winning club will receive a $500 

award and a plaque to be presented 
at a future Club event. 

• All AKC Clubs that have an active 
Public Education Coordinator are 
eligible to apply for this award.

• Must submit 500 word essay.
• Entries are on a rolling basis until July 

of each year. 



Educator Resources and Programs 



Educator Resources 

• Public Education has created several 
resources for teachers to use in the 
classroom. 

• Lesson plans (K-12) in all subject 
areas. 

• These lessons aim to engage and 
educate students in the curriculum 
while also introducing them to 
information about purebred dogs. 

Lesson Plans 
Aligned with 
Curriculum

Hands-On 
Learning 
Activities

Content 
Refreshed   
Bi-Weekly 

Professional 
Development 
for Teachers

Connected to 
AKC Mission

Language Arts, 
Math, Social 

Studies, Science

Grades K-12



English Language Learners (ELL)

• Lessons were created by a 
licensed ELL teacher, our Public Ed 
Coordinator.  

• The lessons are fun, interactive 
and dog-themed. 

• Organized by ELL level. 
• Intended for adults, but can be 

used for children as well.  



Teacher Feedback 
Survey 

• As a way to engage our current educators 
and encourage new educators to use our 
content.  

• Teachers can win $50 for their classroom by 
giving feedback on our lessons.  



Educator Resources 

• Character Education. 
• Hands-on Learning.

• Article of the Week. 
• Professional Learning.  



AKC Canine Clubs 

• After school program 
designed for students in 
grades K-8. 

• Can be hosted by a teacher, 
faculty member or Canine 
Ambassador. 

• Public Ed provides all 
lessons and activity ideas.  



AKC Canine Clubs-Community Dogs

• Specifically designed for students in grades 6-12 
and is an advanced version of the original AKC 
Canine Clubs.  

• This club focuses on teaching children about dog 
training and behavior.  

• This curriculum is tailored to be presented by 
someone knowledgeable in dog training. 

• AKC Public Education collaborated with a Princeton 
student, Camden Olson, to create this curriculum.  
The content was adapted from her senior thesis.  



New to AKC Public 
Education



AKC PupPals Program 

• The program seeks to provide children with a 
special note from a canine friend.  

• Children receive a handwritten photo card from a 
dog. 

• Any child is eligible to receive a card.  
• This includes children who are struggling with an 

illness, who are missing a deployed parent, or who 
may otherwise be going through a difficult time.  



Enroll Your Dog

• Dogs of any age, or breed (including All 
American) are welcome to join. 

• Fill out the online form and include the 
following: Dog’s name, 3 facts about your dog, 
and a picture. 

• Public Ed will then send you a certificate and a 
bandana as a thanks for enrolling.  



Enroll your Child 

• Any parent or legal guardian can nominate a child by 
filling out our online form.  

• Out of respect of the children’s privacy, we will 
never share any information of the child with the 
dog owners.  

• Our Public Education staff are the only ones to see 
the information.  

• Sharing a child’s situation is not required, but we do 
ask for fun facts such as favorite food, or color so 
that we may personalize the letter as much as 
possible.  

*Permission to use this 
photo was granted by 
the child’s parent.  



Example PupPal Letters



AKC Math Agility 



AKC Math Agility App

• AKC Math Agility is a mobile app that is 
currently in development. 

• Features math facts in addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division. 

• It is intended for children ages 5-8. 
• It will introduce users to 60 breeds and the 

sport of agility. 
• Useful tool for parents, and teachers in 

teaching math foundations.  



How does the App Work?

• Players will tour the country competing 
in AKC Agility events as they work their 
way to the AKC National Agility 
Championship. 

• Players will take 12 tours across the 
map and eventually end at the AKC 
National Agility Championship in Perry, 
GA. 

• The math facts they choose will 
determine which parts of the country 
they visit.  



Social Media Pages 

• Facebook groups- Learn about Dogs with 
AKC Education, AKC Canine Ambassadors, 
Public Education Coordinators. 

• Pinterest page where we share our lesson 
plan and other educator resources.  



publiced@akc.org 
• For any questions or feedback on any 

of our programs, please email us! 



Questions? 



FSS and Miscellaneous Class
Wednesday, January 29, 2020 at 8:00pm ET

Mari-Beth O’Neill
Vice President, Sports Services
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