AMERICAN
KENNEL CLUB™
Performance Events Department

July 2022

To:

All Clubs Licensed to Host Scent Work Events and Approved Judges

Subject:  Virtual Scent Work Test Permanent Program / Numeric Elite Titles

This communication is to inform your club of two changes to the Regulations for AKC Scent Work.

1) The Virtual Scent Work Test (VSWT) has allowed may dog owners the opportunity to get involved in an

2)

introductory Scent Work activity from the comfort of their own home. Due to the positive feedback received by
the Scent Work Department, the VSWT will become a permanent program as of August 1, 2022. The regulations
for the VSWT can be found online and will appear in the next reprinting of the Regulations for AKC Scent Work
under a new Section 12, in Chapter 10.

Numeric Elite Level titles will be offered starting October 3, 2022. These new titles will be offered in both Odor
Search and Handler Discrimination and will be applied after a dog earns an additional 10 qualifying scores past
their initial Elite level title.

For the Odor Search Division, dogs that earn an additional ten qualifying scores in each element per elite title in
the same difficulty level will receive a numeric Elite level title — Scent Work Novice Elite (SWNE#), Scent Work
Advanced Elite (SWAE#), Scent Work Excellent Elite (SWEE#), Scent Work Master Elite (SWME#).

For the Handler Discrimination Division, dogs that earn an additional 10 qualifying scores in Handler
Discrimination classes per difficulty level will receive a numeric Elite level title — Scent Work Handler
Discrimination Novice Elite (SHDNE#), Scent Work Handler Discrimination Advanced Elite (SWDAE#), Scent
Work Handler Discrimination Excellent Elite (SWDEE#), Scent Work Handler Discrimination Master Elite
(SWDME#).

The following additions to the Regulations for Scent Work will be added upon the next reprinting.

Section 6. Odor Search Division Elite Level Titles. (new paragraph)

Numeric Elite level titles will be granted when an additional ten qualifying scores are earned in each of the
elements of the same difficulty level past the standard Elite level title. For example, once a SWNE title is
earned, another ten qualifying scores earned in each of the four elements (forty gualifying scores total) at the
Novice level, must be earned in order to receive a SWNE?2 title.

Numeric Elite level titles may be earned repeatedly. Numeric Elite level titles will have a number appear
after the standard Elite title and will supersede the standard Elite level title in a given difficulty level. For
example, a SWNE2 will supersede a SWNE

Section 8. Handler Discrimination Division Elite Titles. (new paragraph)

Numeric Elite level titles will be granted when an additional ten qualifying scores are earned in the Handler
Discrimination Division class of the same difficulty level past the standard Elite level title of the same
difficulty level. For example, once a SHDNE title is earned, another ten gualifying scores must be earned at
the Novice level in order to receive a SHDNEZ? title.

Numeric Elite level titles may be earned repeatedly. Numeric Elite level titles will have a number appear
after the standard Elite title and will supersede the standard Elite level title in a given difficulty level. For
example, a SHDNE2 will supersede a SHDNE.

Regulation updates can be found on the Regulation Resources webpage. Please send any questions or comments to:
scentwork@akc.org.
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https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn-origin-etr.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/28162831/VSWT-Regs-Final.pdf
https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-scent-work/regulation-resources/
mailto:scentwork@akc.org

