
 

 

 

 

 
 

 April 2024  

 

To:  All Clubs Licensed to Host Scent Work Events and Approved Judges  

 

Subject:  Scented Article / Fix and Go On  

This communication is to inform your club of two changes to the Regulations for AKC Scent Work which are effective 

May 1, 2024.  The first is the clarification on the size of the cotton ball which cannot exceed 1.5” in diameter when 

used for Handler Discrimination.  This is intended to maintain a more uniform challenge across all trials offering the 

HD classes.   
 

The second is a new fix and go on option which will be allowed in Detective Class only for dogs that receive an NQ 

but have search time remaining. While Detective Class is the most challenging and teams should be prepared, it can 

also be the most discouraging.  This will allow a handler who made an incorrect alert call another chance to continue 

to search for a new hide and try to make a correct call.  The intent is to give teams the opportunity to hopefully end 

with a positive experience.  

 

The exact wording of these changes are noted below and will be added to the Regulations for AKC Scent Work booklet 

upon the next reprinting.  

 

Chapter 8, Section 2. Handler Discrimination Division.  

Section 2. Scented Article. The handler is required to provide the scented article for Handler Discrimination 

Classes. For the Novice Class, the required scented article is a cotton glove or cotton sock. For the Advanced, 

Excellent, and Master Classes, the required scented article may be a cotton ball not to exceed 1.5” in diameter 

or a cotton swab. Each article should be thoroughly scented by the handler and sealed in a plastic bag to be 

given to the hide steward to be removed from the plastic bag and hidden on the course.       

 
 

Chapter 9, Section 13. Fix and Go On. (new section) 

The fix and go on option is intended to offer a consistent way for teams receiving an NQ to continue to work 

and achieve a positive find prior to exiting the search area.  Once a handler makes an incorrect “alert” call and 

if search time is remaining, the handler can use the fix and go on option to continue in the search area but must 

inform the judge.  At the time the handler informs the judge that the fix and go on option will be used, the 

judge will then note the remaining search time and mark “FG” on the scoresheet in addition to the usual NQ 

and allow the team to continue working.  The judge will verbally indicate to the handler the specific location of 

the nearest unfound hide. If more than one unfound hide could be considered as being the nearest, it is up to 

the judge to decide which hide will be searched.  Only one hide can be searched for the duration of the fix and 

go on option. The start of the remaining search time begins after the judge has finished giving the first verbal 

direction to the handler.  There are one of three outcomes that can occur during a fix and go on option, they 

are:  
 

1) If a handler gives a correct “alert” call before the remaining search time ends, the search is over and the team 

must exit the search area.   
 

2) If a handler makes an incorrect “alert” call and there is still search time remaining, the team can continue 

searching until a correct “alert” is called but cannot exceed the remaining search time.   
 

3) If the search time expires and no correct “alert” call is made, the team must exit the search area.  
 

The judge shall not judge the dog's run after the fix and go on option is used but will continue to watch the 

search. The judge can at any time provide additional direction verbally if in the opinion of the judge it appears 

the team may not be successful, particularly if time is running out and the team has not yet achieved a correct 

call.   
 

A fix and go on option cannot be used if search time is no longer remaining or to correct an incorrect “Finish” 

call.   

 
Regulation updates can be found on the Regulation Resources webpage.  Please send any questions or comments to: 

scentwork@akc.org.  
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