AMERICAN
KENNEL CLUB™

Performance Events Department

July 2023

To: All Clubs Licensed to Host Lure Coursing Events

Subject: Clarification on Type of Muzzle

This communication is to inform your club of a clarification to a regulation found in the Regulations for
Lure Coursing Test and Trials.

This change provides further clarification on the description of an acceptable muzzle used in lure coursing
tests and trials. This change is effective August 1, 2023.

The exact wording of this change is underlined and in bold and will appear in the next printing of the
regulations as follows:

Chapter 8. Running the Meet, Trial and Test Programs. Section 9. Handlers.

(Last paragraph under #4).

4. No collar or paraphernalia shall be on the hound during the running of the course except the blanket.
Protective coverings in colors including yellow, pink and blue are acceptable. Dogs may be muzzled at the
owner’s discretion. Muzzles must not have sharp, hard edges and must be of a basket type that allow the
hound to open its mouth to pant and breath freely. The huntmaster is responsible for ensuring and
checking the muzzles are used appropriately. Special Training devices that are used to control and train
dogs, including but not limited to, collars with prongs, electronic training devices may not be used on dogs
at AKC events. Head halters, such as the Gentle Leader or Halti, may be used on the grounds but must not
be worn while running the course.

Regulation updates can be found on the Regulation Resources webpage. Please send any questions or
comments to: lurecoursing@akc.org
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