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THE AKC IS ON THE MOVE! 
  That’s right, the AKC is moving to a new office complex at 
Briar Creek and our address is changing. The new address is: 
 

American Kennel Club 
8051 Arco Corporate Drive 

Suite 100 
Raleigh, NC 27617-3390 

 
  Starting now, all correspondence should go to this address. 
Phone numbers will not changed.  
 
  It is expected that the move will be complete by the end of 
May. For those visiting the AKC and traveling by air, the new offices are very close to Raleigh-Durham 
airport. 
 
THE TRACKING JUDGES NEWSLETTER 

  If you know of a Tracking Judge who isn’t getting the newsletters please have them contact Lisa 
Strickland at 919-816-3816 or at lms2@akc.org  
 
  Tracking Judges who have comments or suggestions for future newsletter topics please feel free to 
send them to tracking@akc.org 
 
BEWARE OF SUMMER HEAT AND SUN 
  With spring comes increased exposure to sun and heat. Be sure to stay hydrated by drinking water or 
sports drinks to keep your electrolytes up. Don’t forget sunscreen to protect from sunburn and dress in 
loose fitting clothes. Hats are a must to protect your face and head from sunburn. Also, sunglasses will 
protect your eyes from ultraviolet radiation which can contribute to cataracts.  
 
REQUESTING OBSERVATIONS  
  Now that spring is upon us, tracking tests are on the rise. Judges who need observations in order to apply 
for an additional level or to go on to regular status should request an observation through the Companion 
Events Department by emailing cejdgobs@akc.org. Keep in mind that if the test has only one dog entered, 
the observation will not count if it is needed to apply for regular status or to be eligible to apply for another 
level. 
 
CROSS TRACKLAYERS AND THE DAY OF PLOTTING 
  Current Tracking Regulations require that one cross-tracklayer be present the day of plotting but it does not 
state or recommend how the cross-tracklayer is to be shown his path. Some clubs and judges have the cross-
tracker walk the main track with the judges and tracklayer while it is being plotted. Others do not want the 
cross tracker on the primary track on plotting day and have them wait on the side of the field and then walk 
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their cross-track the day of plotting so that they will know where to enter and exit the field. Another 
alternative used is to have the cross tracker wait on the side of the field and note where the cross-tracks are 
located and then have the judges show them where to enter and exit the field but not walk it on plotting day. 
Currently, there is no way to determine if having the cross-tracker on the main track on plotting day 
contributes to dog taking the cross-track more frequently than if they are not on the track on plotting day.  
 
GUIDING AND THE VISIBLE TRACK. 
  Chapter 2, Section 16 defines guiding as “behavior that influences or determines the dog’s direction…. 
Restraint is permitted to slow a dog that is moving too fast for the handler or in the event of an unusual 
distraction”. 
  Tracking Test and Judges Guidelines, Section 6. Visible Tracks states “Snow, frost, dew on the field, 
plowed ground, or a visible path on any other vegetated or non-vegetated surface, such as in a VST test, 
creates the possibility that the path of the tracklayer may be evident to the dog and handler…If the 
judges decide to proceed on any field or Variable Surface Tracking area where the track is visible, they 
must be alert to any attempts by the handler to lead their dog. Any indication of guidance by the handler 
will cause the dog to fail”. While it is not easy to mark a dog failed for guiding, it does a disservice to 
the sport to allow a dog to pass where the handler has been guilty of guiding. 
 
TRACKING ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE 
  A big Thank You goes out to the members of the Tracking Advisory Committee for the hard work they 
put in considering the recommendations and concerns of the tracking fancy. We have a good group that 
is dedicated to and interested in the future of our tracking program. Once the recommendations are 
finalized, they will be posted to the AKC website for thoughts and comments from the fancy, prior to 
being presented to the AKC Board of Directors. Again the staff of the Companion Events Department 
wants to thank you for your hard work and continued dedication to this process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured Front Row: (left to right) Jan July, Carol Ruthenberg, Betty Winthers, Diane Schultz, Carol Clark Back Row: (left to 
right) Fran Smith, Herb Morrison, Randie Meyer, Maureen Foley, 

Robert Rollins, Jean Hilbig, Annette Cochrane 

 
 
 

 
Happy Tracking!! 

 
 


