
 

March Newsletter 
 
Tracking Advisory Committee 
The Tracking Advisory Committee (TAC) will be meeting March 14 – 16, in Raleigh, NC to 
review the suggestions submitted by the fancy. The final recommendation of the TAC will be 
posted on the AKC website for review and comment by the fancy. We will provide more details 
on the web site, www.akc.org, as this information becomes available.   
 
Forms, Forms, Forms 

Judges should be familiar with the following forms:  
• Disqualification for Attacking 
• Dog on Dog Attack Form 
• Disqualification for Change in Appearance 
• Dog Disqualified by Event Committee 

 
Junior Handlers are the future of our sports, please be sure that if you have a Junior Handler 
competing that they have completed the Junior Certification Form participation form.  You 
can obtain these forms from the Trial Secretary or the AKC web site. 
 

Judges and Tracklayers 
We have had some situations where tracklayers have been too helpful providing advice during 
plotting. Judges are the officials who are responsible for designing tracks and judging the dog on 
that track. Tracklayers can be helpful in providing information as to what is ahead and site 
boundaries. It is not their job to provide unsolicited advice on the proper design of a track. 
Judges, not the tracklayers, are responsible for the decisions made regarding the design of the 
track and the performance for the dog and any complaints regarding either. 
 
Bitches in Season and the Alternate Track 
A situation came up regarding the use of the alternate track. There was a bitch in season entered 
in the test. An alternate track had been plotted and an alternate was available to run the track. 
The question came up as to whether the bitch in season should have the alternate track since it 
should have the last track. The first responsibility is to the entered dogs since the spare track may 
be needed. Should a track be declared fouled prior to the time the alternate track is to be run, 
simple skip the fouled track and continue in the order drawn with the spare (not the last track) 
being run by the bitch in season. The bitch in season is allowed to participate in the test only 
after all the other dogs and bitches not-in-season have been judged. If the spare was not needed, 
the bitch in season would have the last track that satisfies the entry limit. The alternate can then 
be used as a titling track under the conditions stated in the Tracking Regulations Chapter 2, 
Section 5. 
 
 

 

http://www.akc.org/


 

Judges’ Books and Charts 
The judge’s book and enclosed charts indicating dog’s performance is the official record of the 
events. Please be sure to indicate the complete dog’s path, particularly for a dog that passes. In 
some cases judges have been pleased that the dog has passed and failed to indicate that on the 
last leg of the dog’s path. Also, only the total length of a leg should be circled. All charts are 
including the distances between each element but some are not providing a total, circled length 
of each leg of the track (Tracking Regulations, Chapter 2, Section 2, #1). Also, remember to 
keep a copy of your judging records for 6 months. 

 
 
 
 
 

 


