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August 2006 Tracking Judges’ Newsletter 
 
It may be the beginning of August, but it is never too late to start planning your club’s 
Responsible Dog Ownership Day event. Responsible Dog Ownership Day is actually September 
17th, but your club can celebrate it any day in September. Remember we ALL have a 
responsibility to promote responsible dog ownership in every way we can.  
To join the AKC in celebration this year, visit this link to create an Event Account. The first 500 
who confirm the details of their event will receive a resource-filled packet including posters, 
brochures, sample press releases and many more materials that will assist them in putting 
together an entertaining and informative event. All events will be listed on the AKC web site, 
searchable by state. 

A new version of the Tracking Regulations is available. The new printing has an index!  To have 
your copy sent to you please send your request to orderdesk@akc.org or call (919) 233-9767. 

On to business! 

Protective Cool-Coats                                                                                                                 
Now that summer is here, judges should be aware that cool-coats might be seen on dogs 
exhibiting in warm weather; while the regulations allow this, judges should still be watchful that 
dogs do not become over heated and stressed even though they are wearing cool-coats. If this is 
the case and in your opinion the dog is in danger, the track should be terminated and the dog 
should be excused.  This can be found in Chapter 2, Section 2 of the Tracking Regulations.  
Something else to be mindful of is the surface temperature of asphalt and concrete when judging 
a VST test.  These surfaces can rise to high temperatures very quickly in the summer months.   
 
Bitches in season 
Please be aware that if you have a bitch in season at one of your tracking tests and the club has 
allowed it; the bitch should be the last dog to run its track.  This is in Chapter 2, Section 8 of the 
Tracking Regulations and it gives clear instructions as to how bitches in season should be 
handled.   
 
Length of Leashes 
Please be aware that all of your exhibitors’ leashes at a test and do not exceed 40 feet. If 
necessary, please measure leashes to be sure they comply with the Tracking Regulations. If a 
leash is found to be longer than 40 feet, handlers must either replace the non-regulation lead or 
tie a loop at 40 feet and be notified that they risk being marked "failed" if they allow the dog to 
work more than 40 feet away.  This can be found in Chapter 2, Sec.14. Leash, Harness and 
Distance Between Handler and Dog. This section states that the leash will be between 20 and 40 
feet in length.  
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Articles in VST tests 
It has been suggested to put “do not remove” labels on VST articles to indicate that they are 
being used in a tracking test. However, any type of identification could easily draw the attention 
of the exhibitor. If the article is removed by a person or animal or is blown away, please refer to 
Chapter 5, Section 5, last paragraph of the Tracking Regulations. 
 
Rocks should not be used to keep an article from blowing away. A rock is very porous and will 
hold scent. The dog should indicate the scent left on the article not the scent left on the material 
that is keeping the article from blowing away. 
 
Judges should be complimented on the quality of their charts. Charts are reviewed to see that 
tracks comply with the Tracking Regulations and that all required information is present. Over 
the past five years fewer and fewer tracks have been found that do not meet the regulations or 
charts that do not contain the required information. In most cases the information omitted has 
just been a slight oversight. The most common are not circling the total yardage of each leg of a 
track and not completing the dog’s path. The latter most often appears on tracks where the dog 
has passed. These charts just like the judge’s books in obedience, agility and conformation are 
the judges’ and AKC’s official record of the events and should be complete and accurate. Keep 
up the good work 
 
And last but not least, an important reminder to all tracking judges, approved and provisional.  
Please be sure to issue tracking certifications appropriately.  When a tracking certification is 
issued, the dog’s entire AKC registered name, the AKC registration number and its breed MUST 
be on the tracking certification.  Please do not use the dog’s call name or neglect to write the 
dog’s registration number on the certification.  This is stated in Chapter 3, Section 2 of the 
Tracking Regulations.   
 
Thank you for all of your hard work out there!  If you have any questions or comments please 
direct them to tracking@akc.org  
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